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ro THE NOBIL 1 
TIE AND ALL OTHER IN 
OFFICE, GOD GRANT E N- 


\ ..creale of wildome, with all things necelſ- 
farie ſor preſeruation of "their eſtates, T 


ce Amen, 


$ Mongft thewiſe(r1ght Hono- 
2.5 rable) whoſe ſentences (for 
. the moſt part) tend cither to 
teachthe attaining of vertue 
or eſchewing of vice, Plotinus Plotinu, 
that wonderful and excellent 
Philoſopher Lk theſe words: The property of 
Temperance is to couetnothing which may be 
repented: notto exceedthe bands of meaſure, 
and to keepe Delire ynder the yoke of Reaſon. 
Which ſaying if it were ſowell knowne, as .itis 
ncedfull; ſo well embraced, as is wiſhed; orſo 
ſurely fixed in mind,asit isprintedin hisworks: 
then certes many,Chriſtians might bythe inſtru- 
ion of an Ethnicke Philoſopher, ſhun great 
and dangerous perils. For to couer without 
conſideration, to paſſe the meaſure of his de- 
A 2 Sree, 


| Onintus 


Curtis, 


Jaftinus 


hib.1. 


Platarchus. 
Lint us. 
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The Epifth Dedicatorie 
ree,and toletwill run at randon,isthe only de- 
ſtruQion ofalleſtates.Elſe how were it poſlible, 
ſo many learned, politicke, wiſe, renowned,ya- 
liant, and vidorious perſonages, might euer 
haue come to ſuch vtrer decay?For example,we 
haue Alexander the Great,{ #/ar, Pompey,{Cyrus, 
Hanmbal,%c. All which (by delire of glorie)felt 
the reward of their immoderarte and inſatiable 
luſts: for if Alexander had bin content with Ma- 
cedonie, or not been puft vp withpride afterhis 
triumphes,he had neuer been ſo miſerablie poi- 
ſoned. If {e/@r and Pompey had been ſatisfied 


with their victories, and had not fell to ciuill diſ- 


ſenfion, the one had not been (laine in the Se- 
nate with daggers, nor the other abroad, by 
their friendsprocurement. If Cyr«s had bin plea- 
ſed with all Perſia, & Media,and notthirſted for 


blood,he had neuer come to ſo infortunateafal. 


Soif Hanmbalhad not ſo muchdelightedin glo- 
ry of warfare, his cofitry had neither fel in ruine, 
nor he bin miſerably forced topoyſon himſelfe. 
But you will ſay,defire of fame,glorie,renowne, 
and immortalitie(to which all men well nigh by 
narure are inclined, eſpecially thoſe which ex- 
cell or haue any ſingular gift of fortune or the 
bodic) moucdchemro ſuch dangerous, great 
an 
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cnddahyi peoerrorickraltnen con 
fefled as an infallible veriric:andthereforel farce: 
ly deeme thoſe Prinzes/aboue:ſpecified-(conſs: 
dering their-fortudes,: faine; and exploits) bad, 
neuer come toſſuch end, butfor want of rempes: 
rance, Andnow fith Roti arethree other Cardi-; 
nal xertues whichate requiſit in himithat ſhould 
beinauchoritienhatis to ſay; Prudence,[uſtice, 
and Fortitude, ,which ſo wonderfully adorne 
and beautifie all eſtates (If Temperance be with: 
them: adioy ned,that theymoue the very enemies 


| IND 


withadairationto praiſe them)ſome peraduet- Pd wa 


ture(as affetionleads)will commend ane,ſome 


another :as AriftotietheiPrince at R hiloſophess: eAriftor. 


namesPrudevce, the mother of yertyes, Dur 6Þ7Cicere. 


cerd defines her the knowledge, of things which;?r-dence. 


oughtto be deſired. and followed; and alſo; of 
them which oughtto be fledand alchoweds ;yet 
you ſhall fnderthar for. wav of; Temperance, 
ſome which were counted very. wilc, fell jnto 
wondertull reproch andinfamic.Buruſticerhar 
incomparableyertuc, (asrhe ancient Ciuiliang 


define her).is aperperual and conſtantwil which ® 


giuerh to cuery.man his right, yet ifſhee/be; nox 
conſtant,whichis the gift of Fortitudezngr. equal 


indhfoemingIighs from, waongwhereinis Pru- 


Az dence; 
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| Cicero. 
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dence;norvſeproportioninindpementandſens 
tence, which perramerh to Tempetanceiſhe can 


neurrbealledgquiticoriuſtice, burtrand;:de 
ceirigiuſtivearidiniurieiAnd,to ſpeak of Fort 
| Fortitude, tudegwhicl( icerrdefinerh,a confiderarevndet- 
taking otperils, add enduring of labours ;ithe 
bien we'ſuppoſe ſour, -valiant;atid oof good 
courage;want Prudente,luſtice;or Tempetaricey 
he'iisnot counted Wiſe; righteous: :and confſtaritz 
butſorrith;xude anddeſperare. For Temperants 
( lth Cicero ) fofireafon inluſtand other ewilt 


| Temperance. Tots of che mind; aſure and moderatedomi- 


nlon'andrble;Thisnoble vertuc is dividedints 
__ three parts{that 15 .Continencie,Cle mencie,and: 
Modeſty, whieh welt obſeruel and kepr(ifgrace 
berorhetni adioyned)iti is impoſtbtetor Himthat 
isenduedwiththeaboue named verttes euerts 
fill into 'the/itfortunate ſnarts of calimitie; or 
misfortune:BurAmbition,whichisitnm otleritg 
deſire of hotor;rule,dominion;and ſuperiority, 
> (the very deſtruion of nobilitic and 'commor 
a Weakes,as among the Romans; SytM, Martnir,Car- 
* bog tn C abline; Pompey ind Ce/ar, are wit 
ls) hath brought grear decaytoour - couhtrey, 
and” cduhtrey-men. Bur I hauctheere (Fight 


oqr mas 4 in this booke only: reptbiied 


ly 


ly in thoſe. wh 1are_heedlel 
rortfoners,” rattnefle” fe 7 a ; irs 
in traytours, fiof in i robe 5, And excelle inſuch 
as ſupprefle nbtvoruly dots, Now [cruſt 
you will ſo. thinke of it '( alchough the ſtile der 
ſcrue norlike commendarion)-as you though 
of the other part. 'Which'if you ſhall, I do 
not bur ic may pleaſure ſome ; if nor, yet giue 
occaſion te athers which-can.do bettery/either 
' 20 amend'thefe, or to; publiſh their 6wne:And 
thus wiſhing your Prudencets difcerne Whar 
is meetfor your callings, Iuſtice.in the admi- 
niſtration-of.your fundions,: Fortitude: -18 tlic 
defence'of your Countrey,/and Teriperaticeh 
- moderation of all your affeQions, with en-.. 
| .creale of honors, andeuerlaſtingfelicity: 1 | 
6A -Lbid youit Chriſt ſoſusfarowelliAr7. a 
\ Winceltah the >.day gay 
:.ber. 1586... x 
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0 acquaiyt you in briefe with whit is done ih this ins. 

ry: fine 6, Aa that the verſetsin proportion bymiee- 

28 ſure, and mn ſymphonie or rithmos, in diuers places 

65 : amended , theſtoriein ſome places falſe and corrup- 

ted, made biftoricallytrae ; the tragtdies wrongly inſerted, dijþo- 

ſedin their proper places, acrordins th IEG of times 
le 
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hoſe nexer before colleied ty onecvelume, publiſhed in this my 
prefion : for the forme and frame of the whole hiſtoric. I did in- 
tendto hauereducedit into the ſame order, which I haue obſer- 
wedin my Additions; but prevented by other occaſions; 1 haut 
this digefedit. The. tragedies from tht ime of Brute 14'the 
Copuqueſt 1 hang left,ithdependencie pon that Indudtion writ- 
aj; pv? Hipins, : Thoſe from the Congneſt to this lr" 4 age, 
that 6, to the fall of the Lord Cromwell,exeelenth wellpenned 
by MiDrayton, hath reference tothat 'colden' Preface called 
M. Sackiils Indui3ion. After theſe 1 haut plactd tvy 44di- 
tions, the falles of ſuch Princes us were before omitted, 
and my Poem or Hymne of the late dead Dneene 
of famous memorie. In all which Irequire no 
other gratification for my paines, but a 
genth cenſure of my imper- 
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_ Reader, inthe bebalfe of this - 

bo. | os books. ES ES | 

x75 when an arming ſword of proofe 1s made, 
2) Both ſteele and "e/ a Abi bd or p - 


Ss For iron giues the ſtrength vnto the blade, 
KV $4 Peble, imedge dich cauſe it toexcell) 


For, without iron,brittle will it breake, | 
And without ſteele, it will be blunt and weake : 


So bookes, that now their faces dare toſhow, 
Mutt mettald F Hy ont _ OP : 
For nature cauſet e en0 to flow, ' 
eAnd Art the ſame ei learned quill 
In order good, and currant method ſtill. 
So that, if Nature frowne, the caſe s hard: 
And if Art want the matter all 1s mar d. 


T he worke, which heere is offred to'thy view, 
with both theſe points ts full and fitly fraught 
Set forth by ſundrie of the learned Crew - 
Whoſe ſtately ſtiles haue Phoebus garland caught, 
Parnaſſe mount their worthy worke hane raught.s 
T heir words hs, thunared with ſuch maieitie, | 
As fittethright each matter in degree. 


Reade it therefore, but reade attentinely, 

Conſider well the drift whereto it tends : 

Confer the times, perpendthe hiftory, 

The parties ſtates, and ehe their dolefull ends, 

With odde enents, that dinine initice ſends. 
For things forepa&t are preſidents to vs, 
Whereby we may things preſent now diſcuſſe. 


Certes this world a Stage may well be call d, 

Whereon ts plai dthe part of ery wight : 

Some, now aloft, anon with malice gal d, 

Are from high ſtate brought into diſmallplight. 

Like counters are they, which ſtand now; in ſight 
For thouſand or ten thouſand, and anone 
Remoned, ſtandperhaps for leſſe then one, 


Thomas Newtonus, 
Ceftreſhyrins, 


2 4s each good Blade-ſmith by his Art can rel 


Induction. 
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For moiſtie blaſts not halfe ſo mirthfull be, 
As ſweet Azrora brings in ſpring-time faire, 


Our ioyes they dimme, as winter damps the aire. 


The winter cold encreaſed on full faſt, 


The nights began to growtolengrh apace, 
Sir Phzbustoth'Antarique ganto fare: 
From Libraes lance to th'Crab he tooke his race 
Beneath theline, to lend of lightaſhare, 
For then with ys the daies more darkiſh are, 
More ſhotr, cold, moiſt, and ſtormie cloudlie clit, 
For ſadnes more then mirths or plealures fit, 


Deuiſing then what bookes were beſt to reade, 
Both for that time, and ſentence graue alſo, 
For conference of friend to ſtand infteade 
When I my faithfull friend was parted fro, 
I gatc me ſtraight the Printers ſhops vnto, 
oſecke ſome worke ofprice I ſurely ment, 
That might alone my carefull mind contents 


Amonglt the reſt, I found abooke ſo fad, 
As time of yeare or ſadneſſecould require : 
The Mirour nam'd for Magiſtrates behad X 
So finely pen'd, as heart could well deſire ; 

Which when I read, fo ſet my heart on fire, 

Efcſoones it me conſtraind to take the paine, 
Notleftewithonce, to reade it once againe, 


Hen Sommer ſweet, with all her pleaſures paſt, 
And leaues began to leaue the ſhadie tree, 


And time of yeate to'ſadnes moued me 2 
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And as againeI view'd this worke with heed; 
And marked plaine eachpartie paiothis fall : 
Me thought in mind, I ſaw thoſe menindeed, 
Eke how they came in order Princely all ;-- 
Declaring well, this life is but athrall, 
Sith thoſe on whom for Fortunes gifts we are, 
Oft ſooneſt ſinke in greateſt ſcas of care, 


For ſome perdie, were Kings ofhigh eſtate, 

And ſome were. Dukes, and came ofregall race : 

Some Princes, Lords, and Iudges great that fate 

In counſell ſtill, decreeing euery caſe : 

Some other Knights that vices did embrace, 
Some Gentlemen, ſome poore exalted hie : 
Yet euery one had platdhistragedie.. 


AMirrour well it might be call'd, a glafle 
Ascleareas any cryftall vnder Sun: 
In each reſpe& the Tragedics ſo paſſe, 
Their names ſhall live To ſucha worke begun. 
For why, with ſuch Decor is it done, 
That Momus ſpight with more then Argus cies, 
Can neuer watch, to keepe it from the wiſe, 


Examples there for all eſtates you find, 
For Iudge (I fay)what iuſtice he ſhould vſe : 
The noble man to beare a noble mind, 
And not himſelfe ambitiouſly abuſe ;: 
The Gentleman vngentleneſſe refuſe : 
The richand poore, andeu'ry one may ſee. 
Which way to loue, andliue in due degree. 


Iwiſhthem often well to reade it than, 
And markethe cauſes why thoſePrinces fell : 
Burlet me end my tale thatI began, ; 
WhenT had read theſe Tragedies full well, 
Andpaſt the winter eueningslongtortell, 
One night atlaſt-Ithought to leaue this vie, 
To take ſome eaſe before 1 cong my Muſe. 
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Whetefore 
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The eAuthors Induition. 

Wherefore away from reading Ime gate, 
My heauic head waxt dull for want of reſt: , 
Tlaid me downe, the night was waxed late, 
For lacke of ſleepe mine eyes were fore opprelt : 
Yetffancie ill of all their deaths encreaſt, 

Me thought my mind from them I could not take, 

So worthic wights, as cauſed me to wake, 


=D Joiels 


Atlaſt appearedclad in purple blacke RF, 
Sweet Sommzs, reſt which comforts each aliue T 
By caſe of mind, that weares away all wracke, x A 
That noyſome night from wearie wits doth drine, v 
Of labours long the pleaſures we atchicue, V 
WhereatT toy, ſith after labourspaſt, 
I might enioy ſweet Somnw ſleepeat laſt, 


But he by whom I thought my ſelfe at reſt, BW 
Reviuedall my fancies Sad before : . WD, 
I more deſirous, humblie did requeſt Iy 
Him ſhew th'vnhappic Albion Princes yore : At 
For wellI wiſt,that he couldtell me more, | : W 


Sith-vnto diuers, Somnw: crit had told 
What things were done in elder times of old, 


Then ſtraight he forth his ſeruant Morphens call'd, 

On Higins heere thou muſt (quoth he) attend; 

The Britaine Peeres to bring(whom Fortune thral'd) 

From Lethean lake,and th'ancient ſhapes themlend 

That they may ſhew why,how,they tooke their end. 
I wil(quoth Morpher )ſhew him whatthey were; 
And ſo me thoughtI ſaw them ſtraight appeare, 


Oneafter one, they came in ſtrange attire, 

But ſome with wounds and blood were ſo diſguis'd, 

You ſcarcely could by reaſonsaid aſpire, 

To know what warre ſuch ſundrie deaths deuis'd; 

And ſeuerally thoſe Princes were ſurpris'd. 
Offormer ſtate, theſe States gaue ample ſhow, 

Which did relate their liues and ouerthrow. 
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Of ſome the faces bold and bodies were 

Difſtain'd with woad, and Turkiſhbeardsthey had: 

On th'ouer lips mutchatoes long of haire, | 

And wilde they ſeem'd;as men'deſpairing mad; 

Their lookes might make aconſtanthearr fullſad; 

© 'AndyerTIcouldnorſoforlake the view, © 
Norpreſence, ere their minds]I likewiſe knew. 


For Morphens bad them each in order tell 

Their namesandliues, their haps and hapleſſe daies, 

Andby whatmeanes from Fortunes wheele they fell, 

Which did them erſtvnto ſuch honors raiſe. 

Wherewith the firſt not making mee delaies, | " 
A noble Prince broad woundedbreſtthatbare ; \. bit 
Drew neere,to tellthe cauſe of all hiscare;®> 4 27 7 7 c2150s > 


Which when me thought to ſpeak he might i I 
Deepe from hisbreſt he threw an ynquoth ſound?. : .- .. -:;:..... 
Iwas amaz'd his geſtures to behold: 5: 
And blood that freſhly trickled from his wound, 
With echo ſo did halfe his words confound, 

That ſcarce a while the ſenſe mightplaine appeare: 
Atlaſt, me thought, he ſpake as you ſhall heare. 
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2 Ring eAlbana@. 
When Troy was ſackt,andbrent,and could not ſtand, 
e/Eneas fled from thence, Anchiſesſonne, 
And came art length to King Latinw land: 
He Tawrnm {lew, Laxinia eke he wonne.. 
After whoſe death, A/canixenext his ſonne 
Was crowned King,and Swim then His heite, 
Eſpouſed toa LatineLady faire., | | | 


By her had S«ins ſhortly iſſue eke, 

A goodly Prince,and Brutms was his name... 

But what ſhould Lofhis misfortune ſpeake, 

For hunting as he minded fifike the game, 

He ftrook his father, that deyondiit came, 
The quarrel! glaunft,and through his tender fide 
It flew, where through the noble Si/nixs dide, 


Lo thus by chancethoughprincely Brat flew: 

His father Siluj«s,fore againſthis will, 

Which came too foone,as he his arrow drew; 

Though he-in chace the game,did mind to kill; 

Yerwashe baniſht from his countrey till; 
Commanded thither to returne no-more, 


Except he would his life to loſe therefore. 


On this,to Greece Lord Brntus tooke his way, | 
Where Troians were;by Grecians,captiues kept : 
Helenus was by Pirrhns brought away 
From death ofT roians,whom their friends bewepr... 
Yet he in Greece this while no buſines ſlept;: © 
 Butbyhis fa&s,and feates obtain'd ſuch fame, -/' 
Scuen thouſand captiue Troiansto him came, 


Aſſaracns anoble Grecianeke,. 

Who by his mother came of Troian race; : ' - 

Becauſe he ſaw himſelfe.in Greece too weake;: 

Came vnto him to aidehimin this caſe, 

For of his brother he could finde no grace, // 
Which was aGreekebyborh hisparems ſides, - - /| 
His Caftles three the TroianBramme guides, © »/* >; 11 


F 
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? 


While he tobe their Caprtaine was cotitent, 

Andas the Troians gathered to his band, 

Ambaſhge tothe GrecianKing heſene, 

For to entreate they might depart his land. 

Which when King Paxdraſus did vnderftand, 
An armie ftraighthe did thereforcaddrefle, 
Onpurpoſeallthe Troians to fuppreſle, 


So as King PandraſusatSpartane towne 

Thought themin deſerts by, to circumuent, | 
The Tooians with three thouſand beate them downe 
Such fauour loe,them Ladie Fortune lent. 


By Mars his force,their raies and rancks he rent,.. 


And tooke the brother of the Grecian King, 
Withothers moe,as captiues home to bring. | 


The taken towne from which-the King was fled, 

Sir Brutzs with fixe hundred men didman, | 

Ech priſoner was vnto his keeper led 

To keepe in towne,the noble Troians wan : 

And into woods the Troiane gate him than 
Apaine with his,he kepthim there by night 
"To quaile the Grecians if they-cameto fight, 


The King which cal'd to minde his former foile, 
His flight, and brother deare by Troians take, 
The towne he.loſt, where Brutus gaue the ſpoile, 


He thought not fo the field and fighc forſake, 


- But of his men a muſter new£to make, 


And ſo againe for to en. the towne _ 
In hopercuenge,or winne his loſt renowne. 


By night theambuſh, that his purpoſe knew, 


Came foorth from woods, whereas they waited by, | 
 TheTrojansall th'vnarmed Grecians ſlew,' - TROY 
Wentthrough their campe,none could their force denie, 


Vntothe tent where Pardraſus did lic,  : 


£ 


Whereas Lord Brut#s thoketheir King thatnight, - 


This 


FA Rimy Albana. 
3» This great exploite ſoviſelyweltarchiud,- 114 50 07 51 
9» The Troiane viRtour did counſaile call; cn Q: 1 21; 
»» Wherein mightbe for theireſtate contriu T”*— +03 5: 

»» By counſaile praue,the publike weale of all, 

»» Now tell (quoth he) whatranſomeaskewe ſhajt 
Or what will youfora ourauaile deviſe? - ; 
To which Mempriciaranfwerd,graus Ind wiſe;t091 
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-, Tcannot( Brutus) but commendrhine act” | 
*: Inthis,thou noble Captaine worthy praiſet | > 7511/1 
: Which deergeſtwell;itwereanheinousfaR, ' 

,, T abridge the Grecian king of yitall dajes} 7-3. 57 3140! 

” And pe moo _ 240 

Our fame to skie,not by a fauage guiſe, 
Sith Gods and men both, 


3, The cauſe we fought, was for the freedome ub 
"Of Troians taken, we hauefreedome won, 
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cruelty deſpiſe, 
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” Towhom of rigour nothing & ought bedone £.” NY 
2» Though he the quarrelt with vsficf begon, - ;F 
And though weowethe fall of Tropeerequite," 
Yetlet reuengetthereof from/gods tolight; ? > * 
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,s His ſubieQs now bewailetheir proudepretence, 
” And weapons laide afide,formercy crie :- 
,z They all confeſle their pla UCSTO COME from thence, 
,, Where firſt from faith of Gods they ſeem'd toflie. 
"> Their Nobles dare not comers caſe1s trie; 
But euen for peace, with all their hearts, they ſue, 
And meckely grant,whence all their miſchiefes Yom. 
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an * Both Helen fine ,of whom they radbactonnts, 
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King eAlbanaft. 
5: Some Troians fayhe ſhould depoſed be 
,» From kiongdome quite, orcl{ebeflaine he ſhould, 
,» And we heere bide, ckethis miſliketh me, 

»» Nay rather while we ſtay keepe himin hold, 

»» Orlethim pay aranſomelarge of gold, 

» Andhoſtage giue,and —_ do of _ 
»» Tothee, that wonſ the field by Martiall fight. 


,» For kingdomes ſake a _ king to kill, 

»» Our names for aye with foule defame would brand ; 
,» For vsin Greece to dwell were euen as ill, 

»» The force of Greece we cannot ſtill withſtand, 

»» Let vs therefore both cruelty aband, 


»» Andprudent ſecke both gods and men to pleaſe : 


»» Sofhall we find good lucke at land and ſeas. 


3, Orfith the Grecians will thee fortotake 

»» The noble Ladie /unogento wife, 

2» If thou ſopleaſe, let him her dowrie make 

»» Of gold, ſhips, filuer, corne, for our reliefe, 

” And other things, which are in Greciarife. 

» Thaiweſo ” ht may ſeeke ſome defert ſhore, 
| »» Where thouand thine may raipne for enermore. 


This pleaſ'd both Br«rus and the Troians all, 
Who wil'd forthwith that Pandraſu the King 
Should reuerently be brought into the hall, 
And preſent when they told him of this thing, 
So priefe and ſorow great his heart did ſting, 
He could not ſhew by countenance or cheere 
That he itlik'd, but ſpake as you ſhall heare. 


, Sith that the wrath of gods hath yeelded me, 
»» And eke my brother, captiuestoyourhands, 
» lam contentto do aspleaſethyee, 
»» You have my realme, my life, my goods and lands, 
»» Imuſt be needs contentas Fortune ſtands, 
»» TIgiue my daughter, gold, and filuerfine, 
» With what fordownieelle youernueismine. 
3 
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To make my tale the ſhorter if Imay, 

This truce concluded was nnmediately': 

Andall things elſe performed by a day, 

The King reffor'd that didin-priſon lie, 

The Troians proud of ſpoiles and viRtorie, . 
Did hoiſe vp ſailes, in two daiesand anight: 
Vpon the Ile of Leſtrigons they light, 


Andleauing of their ſhips atroade, to land 
' They wandring went the countrey for to view: 
Loe therea deſert citic old they fand, 
Andeke a temple (if report be true)- 
Where Dian dwelt of whomthe Troian crew 
In ſacrifice their captaine counſell gaue. 
For good ſuccefle, a ſcate and ſoile to craue, 


And he no whit miſliking their aduice 
Went forth, and did before the altar hold 
Thnhis right hand acup to facrifice;.. | 
Bild bo with wine, and white hinds blood ſcarce cold, _ 
And then before her atureftraight he told | 
Deuoutly all his whole petition there,, . 
In ſort (they.lay) as-is repeated heere.: 


» 
= 


O:goddeſſe great in groxes that putit wilde boares in fearefull feare;-. 

| a Is go all -» compaſihentes of ettery ayrie phe, 

Eke of th'infernall houſes ro0, reſolut theearthly vight3, 

efArdrell what countrey in to awell thou gin ft vs Troianwights, . 
eAſſgneacertaine ſeatewhere [ ſhalltvorſhip thee for aye, 
And where repleat with virgins, 1 ereft thy temples maye. - 


When nine times he had ſpoken this, and went . 
Foure times the altar round,and Raid agen; - 
Hepowr'd the wine andblood in hand he henr: - 
Into the fire, O witleſle cares of men, 

Such folly meere, and blindnes great was then, . 
But if religion now bids toies farewell, 
Embraccchat's good the vice of times Itcll,.; 
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King efhbanaT. 


He laid hin then downe by thealtars ſide, 

Vpon the white Hinds skineſpred therefore: 

It was the third houre of the night, a tide 

Of ſweeteſtſleepe, he gaue himſelfethe more 

To reſt ſurelie. Then ſeemed himbefore 
Dianachaſte, the goddeſletoappeare, 
And ſpaketo him theſe words.that you ſhall heare. 


OBrute, farre vnder Phabme fall, beyondof France that raigne, 


eAnllandin the Ocean ut, with ſea 115 compait maine, 

An lland in the Ocean ts, where Giants erit didawell : 

But now a deſert place that's fit, will ſerne thy peoplewell., 

To thu dirett thy race, for there frallbe thy ſeat for aye, 

Hd to thyſannes there ſhall be built another ſtately Troye. 
Here of thy pros and ftocke, ſhall mightie Kings deſcend, 
HAndwntot 


The vifionall, and oracle it gaue: 

So it reioyft their hearts a thouſand fold. 

To ſhips they got, away the ſhores hy draue, 

And hoyfing ſailes, for happie winds they craue. 
In thirtie daies their voyage fo they dight, 
Thavon the coaſt of Aphrica they light. 

Then to Phileves altars theyattaind, 

(For ſo men call two hilles ereed are 


In Tuniſe Jand)two brethrenground that gain'd 
For Carthage once, and went tis faid toofarre, 


'On Cyren ground for bounds, there buried were. 


Becauſe they would not turneagaine, bur ftriue 
With Cyren men, they buried them aliue, ' 


From thence they failed ma middle lake, 
Betweene Europa faire and Aphrica the drie : 

With windeatwill, the doubtfull race they rake, 
And fail'dto Tuſcane ſhores,on Europe coaſt that lie. 


 Whereatthe laſtamongſt the men they did deſcric 


Foure baniſht bands of Troians in diſtreſle | 
To faile withthem,which ecunlduanibeſe - 


em 4s ſubiett, all the world hallbow and bend, 
Onthis he woke, with-ioyfill cheere, andtold HE 
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Companions of «ntenor "atiisMights' | 
But Corineus was their captainethan, - 
For counfell graue a wiſe and worthie wight : 
In warresthe praiſe of valiantneſſe he wan; 
Lord Bratwliked well this noble man, 
With him full oft confer. of fates he wold, 
And vnto him the oracles hetold. 


The Troiansſo in number now increaft, 

Set on to ſea and hoyſed failes to wind, 

To Herenles his pillars fromthe Eaft. | | -* 

They caſt by compaſſe readieway to find ? 

Where through once paſt to Northyrard race they twind, 
To Pirenecleeues, tweene Spaine and Francethe bound, 
Reioycing neere the promiſt Ile ſo found, 


Eke vnto Guyne in France they ſailedthence, 
Where at the hauen of Loire they did arriue, 
To view the countrey was their whole  precence. 
And vicuals ger, their fouldiers.toreuiue,. 
Eke Cormews left the Galles ſhould ftriue, 
Led forth two hundred of his warlike band, 
To get prouifion to the ſhips from-land. 


But when the King Goffarims heard of this,. 
That Troians were arrived on his ſhore, 
With Frenchmen and with Guynes their powerand his, 
He came to take the prey they gate before, - - 
And when they met, they foughtir both full fore, 
Till Cormewsruſhtinto thei band, | 
Andcauſ'd them flie ; they dutſt nolongerfiand. | 


Firſt mightyou there ſcene hearts of Frenchmen broke + 
Two hundred Troians gaue thetn all the foile- -! + + 
At home, with oddes, they-durſtnotbide theftroke,. 
Few Troians beat them in their natiue ſoile, 
Eke Corinew: followed in this broile, ' | 
So faſt vpon his foes before hismen, na $10) iriet 
That they reewn'dand thoughtto ſpoile hin ahiews, 


There 


There healone againſt themall, and'they>|-; 5-71 7: 
Againſt him mere all their force did fight, 
Atlaſt by chance his ſword was flowneaway, 

By fortune ona battaileaxe helight, -: . 

Which he did driveabout him with ſuch might, 


That ſome their hands; and ſome their armes did leeſe,. 


Some legges,of ſome the head from ſhoulders flees. 


As thus amongſt themall he fought with force 
And fortune great, in danger ofhis life,;: -! :: » 
Lord pound on him therewith remorce; 
Came with a troupe of men to endtheſtrife;: 
When Frenchmen ſaw the Troians force ſo rife - 
They fled away, viito their lofſe and paine, 
| Infight and flight nigh all their hoſt was ſlaine-. 


And in that broile,ſaue Cormens,none: 

Did fight ſo fiercely;as did Twrws then, 

Sir Brutus colin with his fword alone 

Did ſlay thattime well nigh fixe hundred men. 

They found him dead asthey'return'd'agen,”. 
Amongſt the Frenchmen, wounded voidof ſence; 
And bare his noble corps with honour thence. 


On this they bode awhile revenge to yeeld, 
Andto interre the dead,and [rs laine, + 
They tooke a towne tiot farrefromplace of field, 
And built it ſtrong,to vex the Galles againe. + 
The name they gaue it til doth yer remaine, 

Sith there they buried Trm#s yer men call: 

It Tours,and name the folke Turonesall.. 


Which towne theyleftar laſt with Troians mand, 
When as their ſhips were ſtor d with whatthey need : 
Aboord,they hoiſe vp failes andlefſt the land, 
By aiding winds they cutthe ſeas with _ 
At ow. the ſhining Albioneleeuesdid feed 
Their gazin Coy rilanes whereof they faud : 
Out Totnes hanen,and tooke ddopromilloads : 


- 


{9 KRimnyeAlbamatt. 
The countrey ſeemed pleaſantatehtwiew, : ” '- 
And was by few inhabited,as yes,” - »/'; !; 

Saue certaine Giants whomthey did purſue; | 


Which ftraight to Caues in Mountaines did them pets... 
So fine were Woods;and Floods, and Fountaines ſet, * - - / 


$o cleere the aire,ſo temperate the climie, 
They never ſaw thelike before that time, / 


And then this Ile that Albion had to name, 

Lord Brut: cauſde it Britaine cal'dtobee, 

And eke the people Britans of the ſame, 

As yetin ancient Recordsis to ſee, 

To Coriness gaue he franke and free | 
The land of Cornwall;for his ſeruice done, 
And for becauſe fromGiants he it wonne, 


"Then fith our Troiane flock camefirſt from Troy, 

The Chieftaine thought that dutie did himbinde, 

As Fortune thus had fd him from annoy, 

The ancient towne againe to call to —__ 

He builtnew Troy, Troian lawes afſignde, 
That fo kis race to his eternall fame, _ 
Might keepe of:Troy.the everlaſting name. 


And ſetled there,in perfe&peaceand reſt, 
'Deuoid of warre,of labour,ftrife,or paine, 
Then 1#»oge» the Queeneghis ioyes increafſt, 
A Prince ſhe bare,and after other twaine. 
'Was neuer King of noble Impes ſo faine, 
Three ſonnes which had ſo ſhortly here begag, 
Locrinus,Camber,laſt me eA!banatt. . | 


| Thus having wealth, andeke the wotldartwill, 
Nor wanting ought that mighthis minde content : 
T'increaſc his powre with wights of warlike skill 
'Was all his minde,his and intent, 
'Whereby if foes, inuaſion after ment, 
The Britans might not feare of forraine lands, 
Bur keepe by light, poſſeſſions in their hands. 
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Eke when his people onceperceiu'd his minde;-/- 1 7. -.-/+17 
(As what the Prince doth oftenmoſtembrace; ., -;:/ We 


| Tothatthe ſubicQsall,are Real inclinde, 
Andreuerence ſtiltinech reſpect his grace) 


They gatin warre ſuch knowledge in ſhort ſpace, 
That after they their force totrie begun, 
%. 946-BRARG 


They car'd fornoughtby wit or:w 


Thoſc mightie people borne of Giantsbrood, 
That did poſſefle this Ocean-bounded land, - 
They did ſubdue,who oftin battell Rbad 


Gainſtthem in field, vntill by force of hand: ! -. + 
They were made ſubie&vnto-Bretes conmand. - - 
Such boldnes then did in the Briton dwel,, : | 


That they in deedes of valout did excell,! 


Whereby the Thaghod cauſe to.take delight, .. - 


| Andmightbeboldthelefleto feare his foes: | 


Surely ech Prince may recke hisch'mies ſpight, . ' 


Thereafter as his force in fight he knoes. +: 
- Ap heart the liberall gifts diſcloſe. 


e gaue to ech ſuch guerdons for their fas, . 


As might them only moue to noble acts, 


Nolabours greathisſubie&s then refuſde, - 
No trauels that might like his regallminde: - 
But ech of them ſuch exerciſe well vide,. 
Whercin waspraiſe,or rom t tofinde. _ 
Andto their liege bare faithfull hearts ſo kinde, 
That what he-wild they all obeyd his heſt, 


Nought elſe was currant,but the Kings requett, 


What Prince aliug might more reioyce then he? - 


Had faithfullmen,ſo valiant, bold,and ſtout :- 


What pleaſures more on earth could lightlybe - 


Then win an He,and live deuoid of doubt ? 


Anlle ſaid I ?nay nam'd the world throughout - 


Another world fith ſea doth ir diuide 


From all;that wayts notall the world befade, 
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What ſubieAs cke morehappie were then thele?- - 

Had ſuck a King of fuch'anoblehearr, . | | 

And ſuch a land enioydandliu'dateaſe, '. 

Whereof ech man almoſt might chuſe his part, 

No feare of foes,vnknowne was treaſons art, 
No faining friends,no-fauning Gratees $kill, 


No Thraſoescbrags;but bearing echgood will. : : 


But as ech ſummer once receiuesanend, 
And asno State can ſtable'ſtand for aye, 


As courſe of time doth cauſe things bow and bend, | 
As euery pleaſure hath her ending day,/'i:- 711-7 rj ir 


As will canneuer paſſe the power of may :-ic;; -/ 
Euenſo my father happie daics thatipent, 
Perceiu'd he muſt by eſlelaft relent; |. 


As doth the ſhipmanwell foreſee the florme,:: 


And knowes what danger liesin-Syrtes of Gnd : ledecaia 


Eke as the husbandman prouidesbeforne, 

When he perceiues the wintercold-athand : - 

Euen ſo the wiſe,that courſe of things haue-ſcand, 
Can well the end of ficknes great preſage,  :/-- 
When itis.ioyn'd with 'yeeresof looping age. 


His ſonnes and Counſell all aſſembled were, 

For why he ſent for vsatid' them with ſpeed, 

We came in haſt,this newes did'cauſevys feate;, : - 

Sith ſo he ſent, we thought himfick indeed.-!/. 

And when weall y Ct pens himwith ſpeed, 
Too ſoone alas,his Grace right fick we fond, 
And him faluted as our duties bound, _ 


And caſting of his wofiill eyes aſide, 

Not able well to mouchis painfull head, 

As filent we with teares his minde abide, 

He wild himſelfe be reared in hisbed. 

Which done, with ſight of ys his eyes he fed, 
Eke pauſing ſoa while for breath heRaid, 
Atlength to them and vs, thus wiſe he faid.. 
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No maruaile ſare,though yowkerewithbeſad.... TED 


(You noble Britaines) for your Brutws lake; -: 
Sith whilom me your captaine tout you had, - '. ' 
That now my leaue and laſt farwell muſt take, 
Thus nature willes me once at ende tomake, 
And leaue you here dehinde,which aftet mee: 
Shall die,as medepartbeforeyouſee:; - 


:, You wot wherefore I with the Grecians fonght, 
,, With dint of ſworde'I madetheir force to flic : 
,, Antenors frignds on Tuſcarie ſhores TI fought, 

| ,, Anddid them notmypromiſtlanddenie.'. 

»» By Martiall powre Imade the Frenchmen flie, 
Where you to faue,Lloft my faithfull frend 


* For you; at Tours my Tr tooke his end. 


3 


1 need not now recitewhat loue Ibare, 

,» My friendſbip you, truſt haue found ſowell,. 

,, Thatnoneamongſt you all which preſent are, / 
,» With teares dothnotrecord the tale I tell, 

,, Eke whom found for yertues toexcell, 

To them I gauethe price thereof,as due 

As they deſeru'd, whoſe faQs1 found fo true... 


., Now muſtI proue, if paines werewell beſftow'd; 

, OrifT ſpent my gratefull gifts in vaine, 

,, Oriftheſe great good turnesto you ow d, 

And mightnot aske your loyallloues againe, - 
Which if I wiſt, what tongue could tell my paine? - 
» Imgane,if you vngratefull mindes doe beate, 

» Whatmeaneth deathtoler me lingerhere?. - 
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,, Forif you ſhall abuſe your Ptince,inithis -- 
» The gods on you for ſuchan.hainous fact, 
,, Totake —_ be ſure will neuer miſſe, 
», And then toolate you ſhall repent the at, 


»» Whenall my Realine,and all your wealths are facktz-: 


»» Burif you ſhallas you begiin;proceed, :- 


» Ofkingdaweafall,orfocs,thereisnodreeds.. 
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» Andto auoid contentionthat may fall, 

» Becauſe I wiſh this Realme the Britans ſtills 

» Therefore I will declare before youall 

»» Sith youare come, my whole intent and will, 

» Which if you keepe, and wreft itnottoill, 

»» There isno doubt buteuermore withfame 
»» Youſhall enioy the Britans Realmeand name, 


| n You ſee my ſonnes, that after memuſt raigne, 

»» Whom you or this have lik'dand counſail d well, 
z» You know what erſt you wiſht _ ſhould refraine, 
»» Which way they mightall vices vile expell, | 
» Which way they might invertues'greatexcell, 

3» Thus if youſhall, when I am gone inſue, 

» Youſhall diſcharge the truſtrepoſ'd in you, 


3, Be youtheir fathers, with your counſell wiſe, 

3, And you my children take them euen as me. 

2, Bc you their guides in what youcau deuiſe, 

» Andlet their good inftruQtions teach youthree 2 
2, Be faithfull all: asbrerhten ought agree : 

»» For*concord keepes aRealme in ſtable ſtay : 
»» Burdiſcord brings all kingdomes to decay. 


9, Record you this: toth'eldeft ſonneT giue 
39 This middle part of Realme to hold his owne, 

,» And to his heires that after him ſhall live, 

3», Alſo to Camber, that his partbe knowne, 

2, 1 giue thatland thatlies welnigh oregrowne 

3» With woods,Northweſt,and mountaines mightic hi 
3» By South whereof, the Corniſh ſeadoth lie, 


.,» And vnto thee my yongeſt ſonne, that art 

» Mine Ai/banatt, I giueto thee likewiſc 

»» ASmuch to be for thee and thine apart, 

2», As North beyond the arme of ſca therelies, 

»» Of which loc heerea Mappe before your cics. 

»» Loe heeremy ſonnesmy kingdome all you haue, 
»» , Forwhich (remember)-nought but this I crauez 
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» Firft, that you take theſe fathers graue for me, 
»» Imbrace heir counſel euenas it were mine : 

2» Next, that betweene your ſclues you will agree, 

»» And neuerone at others wealth repine, 

»- See that yee bide ſtill bound with friendly line, 

» Andlaſt, my ſubieQts with ſuch loueretaine, 

»» Aslong they may your ſubieRs cke remaine. 


»» Now faint, I feelemy breath begins to faile, 

»» My time is come, giue each to me your hand, . 

2» Farewell, farewell, tomourne will nor preuaile, 

2» I ſee with Knife where Atropos doth fiand, 

»» Farewell my friends, my children and my land, . 

» Andfarewell all nyſubie&s, farewell breath, 

»» Farewell ten thouſand times, and welcome death. 


And euen with thatheturn'd hinafclfe afide, 
"pr_ aſping gaue away the ghoſt: 
 Thenall with mourning rolcehis ſeruantscri'd, 
Andall his ſubie&s eke, fromleaſtto moſt.: - 
Lamenting fil'd with wailing plaints cach coaft,., 
And ſo the Britansall as nature bent, , 
Did for their King full dolefully lament, 


But what auailes, to ftriue-apainſt the tide; . 

Orelſc to driuc againſithe ſtreameand winde? 

What booteth it againſt the Cliuesto ride, 

Or elſe to worke againſithe courſe of kind ? 

Sith Nature hath s end of things aſſten'd, 
There is no nay, we muſt perforce & art, 


Gainſtdint of death, there isno caſc by art. 


Thus raign'd that worthie King, that found this land, 
My father Br«tzw, of the Troian blood, . 

And thus he died when he full well had man'd 
This noble Realme with Britans fierce and good... 
And ſoa while in ſtable ſtate it ſtood, 

Till we diuided had this Realme inthree, | 
AndItoo ſoonereceiu'd my pazt to mee... 
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A thouſand things beſides; ſhe brults and rels; -- 
And makes themoſt of euery thing ſhee heares, 
Long time of ysſhe talkes, andnothing els, ' - 
Eke what ſhe ſeth, abroad inchaſte ſhe beares, 
With n_y toies and tickleth fo their cares, 
That needs they nurſt to flattering fame aſſent, 


Thoughafterwards they do therefore lament, 


Eaſt from heticea countrey large doth lye, 
Fo aria eke of Hunnes ithath - name, -"g 
And hath Danxbirs floud on South it bye, 
Diuiding quite from e-Awris theſame. 
Fromthence aKing was named Hmamber came # 
On coaſts of Albany arrived he, j, 
Jn hope to be the KingofBritazic. 


When by report of ſubieRs T did heare 
How foe-men.were arrived on my ſhore, 
I gathered all my ſouldiers yoid, of feare, - 
Andbackethe —_ by forceandmightTIbore. 
But in this batcell was Ihurt ſo ſore, 

That in the field of deadly wounds Idide, 

My ſouldiersloſt their noble Prince and guide, 


Such was my fate to venture on fo bold, 


Myr e wasthe cauſe of all my woe 

Such is of all our glorie vaine the hold, . 

So ſoone wepompe and pleaſures all forgo, 

So quickly are we reft our kingdomes fro: 
And ſuch isall the caſt of Fortunes play, 
Whenleaſt we thinke,tocut vs quite away. 


| Tdeem'd my ſelfean heauenly happiewight, 


When once I had mypart to raigne within: 


Bur ſee the chance whathap did after light, 


Orl1could ſcarce tinioymy,gleebegin. ;  ... 

This Hunne did ſecke from me my Realme to win, 
And had his will: O flattering forcune, fie, 
What meancſithou tomake cyl folic? 


— — 
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18 King Humber. 
You worthie warriers by my fall beware, ' 
Let wiſdome worke, lay ra{hneſſc all apart, P 
When as with enemies youencountred are, - | 
You muſt endeuourall your skilfullart 
By wittie wiles, with force to make your mart, 

Wit noughtauaileslate bought with care and coft, 
Toolate it comes when life andall is loſt, 


HOW HVMBER *"FTHE- KING OF 
 Hunnes minding to conquer Britaine, was 
drowned in the arme of ſea now called 
Humber, about rhe acts before Chrit?, 


——4oughyctnoforren Princes inthisplace _ 

1 FCS Haue come to tell their haplefle great miſhap, 
RY Yet giue meleaue awhile eo pleademy caſe, 

ey Fs Andſhewhow] — of fortuneslap, 

Shan ance fomeoth -willefchew the trap- 

WhereinT fell, and both theinſelues beware, - 

And alſo ſecke the leſle their countriescare, 


Iam that Humber King of Hunnes, thatcame 

To win this Iland, from the Britaines fell s 

Was drown'd in Humber, where THeft my name,” 

A iuſt reward for him that liu'd fo well 

At home, and yet thought others to expell 
Both from their Reahme or right:wellſeru'd was 1, 
That by ambition thoteght toclimeſohie, | 


But T muſt blame report, the chiefeſt cauſe 

Of my decay : beware of raſhreport : 

Tis wi{dome firſt to take a while a pauſe, 

Before to dint of dangets youteſort * ' 207 

Left when you come in haftetoſcale'the fort; -- Ah 
By raſh aſſaultſome engine, ſhaftorfire 0 
Diſpatch you quite, or make you ſoone retire, 


For 


Jy 


For vntometherumours daily flew, 


King Humber. 
That heere a noble Iland mightbe won 2 
The King was dead : no warres the people knew, 
Andeke themſcluesto ſtrive at home begon, 
Ir were (quoth I) anoble at well don 
To win it then : and therewithall did make 
Prouifion good, this famous Ile to take, 


Awarlikeregall campe prouided was, | 
And ſhips, and victuall, for my Hunnes and me, . 
By ſea to Britaine conqueſt for to paſle, | 
If Gods thereto or heauenly ſtarresagree, 
At length we cameto ſhores of Albany, 
And there to fight, with Britans, pitch'd ourfield, 
In hope to make them flinch, flie, fall, or yeeld. 


They met vs, long we fiercely foughtit out, 

And doubtfull was the viAtours part of ewaine 2 

Till with my Hunnes, Iruſhtamong the rout, 

And fought till that King Albanatt was (laine, 

Then they to yeeld or pardon craue were faine, 
AndI with triumphes great receiu'd the pray, 
And marched forward, fleſht with ſuch a fray. 


I paſt an arme of ſea, that would to God 

Incuer had bin halfe ſobold at firſt, 

I made, to beate my ſelfe withall, a rod, 

When ſo without theirRealmel venture durſt. 

But marke my tale, thouheard'ftnort yerthe worſt; 
As ſure I thought the reſt to circumuent, 
By ſpies before, they knew my whole intent, 


Andorlwift, when Iwascometo land, 
Not farre from ſhore ewo Princes were prepar'd 
Their ſcouts conueyed away my ſhips hes fand, 
And of my ſhipmens fleſh they nothing ſpar'd. 
To reſcue which, asbacke againeTfar'd, 

The armies twaine were atmyheecles behinde, 

Soclo{demein, I wiſt. no way to winde, 
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On th'Eaſt Locrinu with an armie great, 
By Weſt was Cambre with another band : 
By North an arme of ſea the ſhores did beat, . 
Which compaſt me and mine within their land. 
No way oy nr was there but Water fand, 


Which I muſt taſte, orelſe the ſword of thoſe 
Which were to me and mine full deadly foes, 


$0 when Iſaw the beſt of all mine hoſte 
Beat downe with bats, ſhot, ſlaine,or forſt to fyim, 
My ſelfe was faine likewiſe toflie the coaſt, 
And with the reſt the waters entred in. 
A ſimple ſhift for Princes to begin, 
Yet farre I deem'dit better Þ todie 
Then at my foe-mens feetan abielie, 


But whenI thus had ſwam with hope toſcape, 
Tf Imight wend the water waues to paſſe : | 
The Britans that before my ſhips had gate 

Gan watch me, where amidſt the ſurge I was, 
Then with my boats they rowde to me (alas) 


Andall they cri'd keep Humber, keepe their King, 


That to our Prince, we may the traytor bring. 


So with my boats beſet, poore HamberT 

Wiſt norefuge, my wearicarmes didake, 

My breath was ſhort, Ihadno power to crie, 

Or place to ſtand, while Imy lates mightmake. 

The water colde made all my joynts to ſhake, 
My heart did beat with forow, griefe,and paine, 


And downe my cheeks, falt tears they guſht amaid, 


O muſt thou yeeld, and ſhall thy boats betray 
Thy ſelfe (quoth I.) no mercie Britans haue : -- 
O would to GodI might eſcape away, 

I wot not yet if pardon I may craue, 
Although my deeds deſerueno life to haue, 

I will, Inill, death, bondage, beaftam I 
Jn waters thus, in forrenſoile ro die.) . 
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Ring Humber. 
With that I claptmy quauering hands abroad, 
And held them yp to heauen, and thus Ifaid : 
OGods that know the paines thatT haue bode, 
Andiuſt reuengementof my raſhnes paid, 
And of the death-of 4/baratt betraid 
By me and mine, I yeeld my life therefore 
Content to die, and neuer greeue yee more. 


Then ſtraight not opening of my hands, Ibowde 
My ſelfe, and ſer my head my armes betweene: 
And downe I ſprang with all the force T could, 
So duckt, that neither head nor foot were ſcene, 
And neuer ſaw my foesagaineTI weene, 
There was Idrown'd : the Britans, to my fame, 
Yet callthatarme of feaby Humbers name, 


| Take heed by me, letmy preſumption ſerue, 

Andletmy folly, fall, and raſhnofle, be 

A glafſe wherein to ſee if thou do ſwerue : 

Thou mai'd thy ſelfe perceiue fomewhatby me. 

Let neither truſt, nor treaſon, traine forth ye, 
But be content with thine eſtate, ſo . 


No wrath of God, procure thy hapleſle fall, 


Tf thou be forren, bide within thy ſoile 
That God hath giuen to thee and thine tohold : 
If thou oppreſſion meane, beware the foile, 
Beare not thy ſelfe of thee or thine too bold, 
Or of the feats thy elders did of old, 
For God is uſt iniuſtice will not thriue 2 
He plagues theproud, preſerues the good aliue, 
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HOW KING LOCRINVS 
the eldeſt ſon of Brutus lived viciouſly, 
and was ſlaine in battell by his wife, Queene 
Guendoline, = Eggs Chri/t, 


MEER cur anynoble Prince might rue 
BF EE My hapleſſe deeds of yore, the ſame mayT, 
F: FS That would to God itwere notfarre too true, 
12 Or thatIiuſtly could my faults denie. . 
—=—= * The truth of things the end, or time, doth:trie, 
As well by me is ſcene : my hapleſie fall 
Declares whence.came my great misfortunesall, 


Tam Locrinm, ſecond Britaine King, 

The eldcſt fonne of him that found this lands 
Whoſe death, tome my miſchiefes all. dtd bring, 
And cauſ'd why firſt I cooke mydeath in hand; 


He _— wil'd me when he gaue this land 


I ſhould be rul'd, by all his Counſels will, 
And vſe their judgements in my dealings ſtill, 


But what do I accuſe my fathers heft, 

What meanel heere th unfaultice for to blame? 

All he commandedeuen was for thebeſt, 

Thouph in effe&,of beſt the worſt became. 

So things oft times well ment, vnfitly frame, 
So 6 times the counſcll of our frend 


Apparent good, falles faultic in the end, 


For as he wiſht, I vide his Counſels aide, 

In each thing that I deem'd. was good forme : 

I never ought that they defir'd, denaide,. 

But didtoall their mindsand heſts agree. 

Aud Corinew faw my heart ſo free, : 
By diuers meanes he ſought this match to make, 
That tomy wife I might his daughter take. 


Kino Locrinus, 
$01 that wiſt not then whatmariage ment, 
Did ſtraight agree his Guendolinetohauc : 
Yet afterward ſuſpeRing his intent, 
My friends to me thispointof counſell gaue, 
That * whoſo doth of Prince alliance craue, 

He meanes thereby to worke ſome point of ill, 
Orelſe to frame the Prince ynto his will, 


It may well be he mentno1ll at all, 
But * wiſe men alwaies yſe to dread the worſt, 
And fith it was the fountaine of my fall, 

From whence the ſpring ofallmy ſorowes burſt, 
I may well thinke was ſome of ys acaurſt, 

For why, * the end doth alwaiesproue the fat: 
By end we judge the meaning of the at, 


I made no haſte to wed my ſpouſed wife, 

IwiſtI could (as yet) without her bide : 

I had not taſted ioyes of trained life, 

Idcem'd them fooles by Cupids dart that dide, 

IYVenes vile and all her feats defide, 
Iliu'dat reſt, and rul'd my land ſo well, 
Thar men delighted ofmy faQts to tell. 


My brethren ekelong weilded well their parts, 
We fear d no foes, we thought ourftate would ſtand: 
We gaue our {elues to learned skilfull arts, : 
Wherein we either fruite,or pleaſure fand, | . 
And we enioyd too fine afertile land, | 
That few in earth might with our ſtates compare, 
Weliu'd fo yoid of noiſome carke and care, 


Butſce the chance : whenleaſt we thought of ill, 

When we eſteem'd our ſtate tobe moſt ſure, 

Then came a flay to bridleall our will, 

For ſtrangers farre gan ysto warre procure, 

And euen when firſt, they puttheir pranke in vre, 
On Albaine ſhores my brother there they ſlew, 
Waole death we after made the Hunnesto rue. 
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24 Ring Locrmus, 
When he was dead they hop'd to winnethereſft, 

And ouer Aby ftreame with haſt did hie. 
But I,and cke my brother Camber,dreft 
Our armies ſtraight,and came their force to trie, 
We brake theirraies, and forc'd the King toflie 
Into the arme of ſea they ouer came, 
Where Humber drownde the waters tooke their name. 


We cither ſlew,or tooke them captiuesall, 
Amongſt the which (O miſchiefe greattotell!) 
The Gods to worke mine ouerthrow and fall, 
Sent Ladies three,whoſe beauties did excell, 
Of which, becauſe Iliked one ſo well, 
Itooke her ftraight,nor ſhe did ought denie, 
Butech thing granted ſo ſhe mightnor die. 


Thus Humber we this hatefull hungrie King, 
In Humber drencht,and himdepriu'd of pride, 
And of his louely Ladies he did brin 
He loſt the pray,and all his men beſide, 
And we the fpoiles of all his hoſtdiuide, 
But I that thoughtT had the greateſt ſhare, 
Had caught the cauſe of all my wofull care, 


They cal'd this Ladie, E/tride,vhomT rooke, 

Whofe beautie braue did ſo my wits confound; 

That for her ſake my promiſe 1 forſooke, 

Whereby I was to Gendolime firft bound, 

Me thought no Ladie elſe fo highrenound 
That might haue cauſde me ere my conflate minde, 
So was I caught by fnares of Cupidblinde, _ 


Was neuer none before {o li kd mine eye, 

I lou'd her more then Icould loue my life : 

Her abfence till me thought did canſe me dye, 

I ſurely ment to take her IM my wife. 

But ſee how beautie breedeth deadly ftrife, 
Loc here began my whole oondialiahere 

_ outthe ſhaft from whence this wound Tbcare. 


| ng XVIOKS, 

For Corinews had no ſooner heard, 
That Idid meane his daughter to forſake, 
Bur firaight as one that didnoughtelſe regard, 
In haſt his voyage towards me did take, 
Where he declar'd what promiſe Idid make, 

From which he faidif once I ſought to ſlide, 

It would by dint of ſword,and blood,be ride. 


But if I would her take,aserſt Ifaid, 
And not this ſtranger chuſe againſt his minde, 
His helpe he promiſt at each time,and aide 
Tobe | nn} ag I wiſht to finde, 
He further ſaid my countrey did me binde, 
To take ſuch one asall my ſubieQs knew, 
Sith ſtrangers to their foes are ſeldome true, 


I waide his words, and thought he wiſhe me well, 
Bur yet becauſe his ſtock ſhould gaine thereby, 
I recktthem leſſe: and yet the truth to tell, . 
Idurſt not dare my promiſe made denie, 
For well I wiſt if once it came to trie, 

It would both weaken all this noble land, 


And doubtfull be who ſhould haue th'ypper hand. . 


Thus needes perforce Imuſt his daughter take, 

And muſt leaue off to loue where delight : 

I was conſtraind,contented to forſake 

The forme.that moſt did captiuate my ſight, . 

What luck had I on ſuch alot to light? 
What ment you Gods thatme ſuch fortune gaue, 
Tocaſtmy minde on her Imightnot haue? 


To ſhortmyale :his Gxendoline I tooke, 
I was content againſt my will : what then? 
Nor quite for this mine E/i#ride I forſooke. 
For why,I wrought by skill of cunning men 
A Vault along vnder the ground,a den . 
Her companie wherein I vied till, 
There we accompliſht our vnhappie will. . 


There 


26 King Lecrinus, 

There Thegat my Sabrinefillie childe, 

That virgin ſmall;mine E{fridebare to:mes 

Thus Imy wife full often times beguilde, 

Which afterward did beare a ſonne to mee, 

Nam'd Madan: yet weneuer could agree, 
And he that was the cauſe ſhe was my Bride, 
The while, her father Corinens dide, 


Which when TI heard,I had my hearts deſire, 
Icrau'd no more,there was myend of griefe 2 
Arleaſt Ithought to quench Copideesire, 
Andeke to worke my luſting loues reliefe, 
I ment no more to ſteale it like a thiefe: 

But married E/tride,whom I lou'd as life, 


And for her take I put away my wife, 


Likewiſe my E/rideT as Queene ordain'd, 

And tooke her as my lawfull wife byright : 

But G#e-do/ine that ſaw her ſelfe diſdain'd, 

Straight fled,and mou'd the Corniſh men to fight, 

To them when ſhe declar'dher piteous plight, 
In haſt they raiſd an armie,for tobe 
Reuecngersof my new made Queene and me, 


And Tlikewife an armiedid prepare, 

I thought to quailethcir courageallby force : 

But to my coſt I found too "am, amr 

There is noftrength in armour : men,ne horſe 

Can vaile,if /oxe on wronged take remorce. 
Sith he on whom the deadly dart doth light, 
Can neuer ſcape;by ranſome,friend,or flight. 


So when our armies metnigh Habrine ſtreame, 

The trumpets blew and Idenidethe peace : 

I minded to expellthem all theRealme, 

Orelſe tomake themeuer after ceaſe, 

And they,exceptI E/fride would releaſe 
(They ſaid) and take my Guendoline againe, 


They would reucnge the wrong or clte be ſlaine, 
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Qmntene Elftr ide. 
On this we met, and yaliantly wefought 
On either fide,and neither:part did yeeld.: 
So equally they fell it was great doubt, 
Which part ſhould haue the better of the field. 
But I too bold ruiht in with fwordand ſhield, 
To breake their raies,fo haſtie men get ſmart, 
An arrow came,and ſtroke me to the heart, 


Thus was I brought to bale, vahappie, there, 

My bodie pierſt thatwiceked life hadled :. 

When I had raigned all outtwentie yeare,; 

And had my corps with many pleaſures fed, 

The earth receiu'd my corps as cold asled, 
Andallmypompe, my princely troupe and traine,, 
On earth no more ſhall ſee their Prince againe, 


To all eftates let this for wedlocke ferue; 
Beware of change, it will nothold outlong,. 
For * who ſo mindeth.fromhis mate to ſwerue,, 
Shall ſure at length recciue reuenge for wrong, 
Tis folly fight with God, h'is farre too firong. 
For though yee colour all with coat of right, 
No falſe deceit deceiues or dimmes his fight, 
He guides the good, and wrekes the wrongs of might. 


HOW QVEENE ErsrTripe, THE 
Concubine andfſecond wife of King Locrinas, was 
miſcrablic drowned by Queene Guondoline, 
the yeere before Chriſt, 1064, 


FIN muſt I necds my.ſelfe recite my fall, 
YPoore Princeſle I? muſt Ldeglare my fate? 

©) Muſt I the firſt of Queenes among vs all, 
ZR YShew how Lthricefell frommy princely ſtate ? 
And from the loftie ſeatezquniwhich I fate? 
If needs I muſkeheh well content] will, 
Leſt here giy place in-yaine I. ſeeme to fill,. 
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28 QOneene Elftride. 

Tam that E/ftride whom Lecrinws lou'd, 

A Prince his daughter, came from Germanes land, 

My fame of beautie many Princes mou'd 

To ſue for grace, and fauour at my hand, 

Which bruite once blowne abroad in eueryland, 
One Humber King of Hunnes with all his traine, 
To core to mea luiter, was full faine, 


What need I tell the gifts tome he gaue, 
Or ſhew his ſuite, or promiſe hemeplight, 
Sith well you know a Prince need _— craue, 
May nigh commandeach thing as twere his right? 
For * as the fowle before the Eagles fight, 

Euen ſo we fall, ſubmit, and yeeld ys ſtill 

At Prince hiscall, obeyſantto his will. 


And for that time the Hunnes full mightie were, 
And did encreaſe by martiall feats of warre : 
Therefore our Germane Kings agaſt, didbeare 
Them greater fauour, then was need by farre. 
My father durſtnot Humber heſt debatrre, 
orImy ſelfe, Irather was content - 
In hope of crowne, with Hember to conſent, 


Two Princely dames with me came then away, 
He brag d to win theſe countrie parts all three, 
We Ladies rather were this Prince his pray, 
Becauſe he promiſt that we Queenes ſhould be, 
We came to coſt, theſe countrey coaſts to ſee, 
Sith he on whom our hope did wholly ſtand, 


Was drown'd,nam'd Humber waters,loft theland. 


For as you heard before when he ſuppoſ'd 

He had won all, becauſe he wona part, 

Straightway he was againe thereof depoſ'd, 

Conſtrain'd to flie and ſwim forlife poore heart: 

Loe heere the cauſe of all my.dolefull ſmart : 
Thisnoble King with whom Icamerto raigne, 


Was drencht,and drown'd ynto my grieuous paine. 


0 ueene Elfride. 

hen were his fouldiers taken, ſlaine;or ſpoild, 

And well were they,that could make ſuite forlite, 

Was neuer ſuch an armie ſooner foild : 

O wofull warre,that flowd'ft in flouds of rife, 

And card't not whom thowcut'{t with cruell knife, 
So, had not Ve»ns fraught my facewith hue, 


I had no longerliu'd my forme torues 


But asI came a captiue with the reſt, 
My countenance did ſhineas braue as Sunne, 
Ech one that ſaw my natiue hue,were preſt 
To yeeld themſelues,by beames of beautie wonne. 
My fame ftraight blowne,to gaze on me they runne, 
And faid Ipaſtech worldly wight,as farre 
As Phoebus bright excels the morning ſtarre, 


Like as you ſee innight,iflightappeare, 
Seraighiway to thenmh ke hiseye: 
Euen foamong my captiue mates that were, 
When did fpeake,or make my plaints with crie, 
Then all on me they ſtared by and by, 

Bemoning of my fates,and fortune,ſo, 

As they had bin partakers of my woe, 


My forme did praiſe my plea, my fighes they ſued, 
My tearesenti ſt theic hearts, ſome ruth to take. 
My ſobs in fight a ſcemely hiterenew'd, 
My wringing hands, wan ſuiters ſhift to make, 
My ſober ſoothes did cauſe them for my ſake 

Me to commend,vnto theirnoble King, 

Who wild they ſhould me imtopreſence bring. . 


T'whom when Tcame,in cords as captiue bound, 
« OKing(quothT) whoſe powerwefeele too ſtrong,”. 
« O worthie wight, whoſe fame toskies doth ſound, +; 
« Doe pitic me, that neuer wiſhe thee wrong, '+ 


« Releaſe me,one,thy captiues allamong,'. 
«. Which framy Pos by Sonden:beomghs away, 
«. APrince hisdaughter,drown'd indeepe decay, | 


Now- 
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Now as thou artaPrince thy ſelfe, of might, | 

: Andmaiſt do morethenI do dare defire: 

©. Letme (O King) find fauour in thy ſight, 

«. Aſſwage ſomewhat thy deadly wrath andire. 

.. Nopart of knighthoodtis for torequire 

A Ladies death thee neuer didoffend, 

Sith that thy foe, hath broughtherto this end, 


cc 
cc 


jy Burt let me rather ſafely be conuay'd, 

©. O gratious King,once home before Idiez 
. Orletmeliue thy ſimple wayting maid, 

« If it may pleaſe thy royall Maieſtie. 

<«. Orletmeranſome pay for libertie, 


«© Butif youmind reuenge of vawraughtill, 


-. Why Gon youBritaines my deare blood to ſpill ? 


With that the King: Good Ladie faire, what iſt 
Thou canſt deſire or aske but muſt obtaine? 
Eke would to God with all my heart I wiſt 
Beſt way to caſe thee of thy wofull paine, 
Bur if chou wilt, do heere with me remaine. 
If not content, conductors ſhalt:thowhaue; | 
To bring thee home,and what thouelſe wilt craugy 


© OKing (quortk 1) the gods preſerue thy grace, 

« The Akan requite thy vs ſhews jt me, 

« Andall the ſtarres, direCtthy regall race, 

« With happie courſe, long length of yeares to ſee, 
« The carth with fertill fruits enrich ſo thee, 

© Thatthou maiſtill like Iuſtice heere diſpoſe, 
© Andeuertoretreade downe thy deadly foes. 


The noble King commanded to vnbind 
Mine armes, and giue meliberticat will. 
With whomuch fauour I did after find, 
That as his QueeneI wasatelbow ſill : 
AndIenioyd all pleaſures at my fill. 
So thatthey quite had quenched out my thrall, 


I 


 AndIforgatmy formerFortunes all, 
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Thus loe by Fauour T obrain'd my ſuite, 

So had my ns ſcthis hearton fire, 

That I could make Locrinm even as mute, 

Or pleafant as my cauſes did require. 

And when I kuew he could no way retire, 
Iprai'd he would his fauour ſo extend, 
As Emightnotbeblamed in the end. 


For if (quoth I) you take me as your owne;, 
And eke my loue:to you hath coriftantbeene : 
| Then let your loue likewiſe againebeſhowne, 
And wed me us you may your ſpouſed Queene, 
Iffince in me miſliking you haueſ{eene,, 
Then beſt departbetune, before defame - 
Begin to take from E/tride her good name. 


No wauering heart (faid he) Locrinws beares, 
No fained flatterie ſhall thy faith deface: - 
. Thy beautie, birth, fame, vertue, age and yeares, 
' Conſtraineth me maine E/Frade toimbrace. - || 
.Imuſt of force, giue thy requeſts a place, 

For as they do with reaſon goodconſent, 

Euen fo I grant theeall thy whole intent. 


Then was the time appointedand the day; - - 

' In which Iſhould be weddedito:this King.:) 
Bur inthis caſe, his Counſell caufdeaRftay; : 1 
And ſought out meanes at diſcord ys to-bring; 
Eke Corinews claim da former thing, I'E7 

A precontraQt was made and full accord: :/ 1»; 


Between his daughtex,and my ſoucraigtie Lord.-> //- 


And yet the King did giue miecomforr fill, :- ' 
He faid he could not fo forſake my oue : 
He euermore would beare meall good will,.. 


As both my beautig.antideſerts did move, [1:1 |: 5:!) 1 
Yer faithleſſe in his promiſe hedidproue+ + [1/1111 


His Counſell at the laftdid him-confiraise:: :/::/ 
To marric her, vnto my grieuouspainesQ].;.] 


2Z  Oneent Elſirme. 


At whichT could notbut with haterepine, - 
It vexed me,his mate that ſhould haue beene& 
To le in hate a Prince his concubine, 
Thateuer had ſuch hope to be his Queene. 
' The ſteps of ſtate are Ft of woe and teene, 
For when we thinke we haue obtain'd the throne, 
Then ſtraight our pompeand pride is quite orethrowne, 


Lo twice fell from hope of Princelycrowne, 
Firſt, when vnhappice Humberlolt his life :'- 
And next [laid my peacocks pride adowne, 
When I could notbe King Locrinus wife, 
Bur oft they ſay the third , end'the firife, 
Which I haue prou'd;rherefore the ſequell-yiew, 
 *The third pajes home,thisprouerbe is roo true, 


"The King could not refraine his former minde, | 
Bur vſde me ftill, and Imy:doubrfullyeares wc 
Did linger on, L knewnoſhifrto finds ONE 42D Of 
But paſt the time full ofewithmourning teares. 


* Aconcubine is neuer voidof feares, 
For ifthe wife her ataduantagerake,' 1 
In rage reuenge with death ſhe ſeekes to make. -- 


Likewiſe I wiſt ifonce I ſought toflie, 

Or to intreat the King depart Imight: -* // 2 
Then would he ſtraight be diſcontent withme, © 
Yeaif I were purſued pon the flight, 

Or came deflour'd into my fathers ſight, 
I thould be taken,keprpetforce,or ſlaine, 
Or in my countrey liveingreardiſdaine, 


In ſuch a plight whatmight a Ladie'doe, 
Was euer Princefle poore,in ſuchacaſe? ' ' 
'O wretched wight bewraptin webs of woe, 
Thar fill in dread waſt toſt fromplace toplace,:!'':/ 
And neuer foundeſt meane toendthy raceg 7 12> 
But till in doubt of death in carking care ' 
Did( live a life deuoid of all welfare, © 


The Kin iuing well my chaungedcheare, 

To caſe ——n with all deuif d Meets: 

By ſecret wayes Icame deuoyde of feare, 

In vaults, by cunning Maſons craftic feates, 

Whereas we ſafely fromthe Queene her threats, 
So that the King and I,ſo yſde our art, 

| Asafter turn'd vsboth to paine and ſmart. 


By him I had my Sabrine ſmall,my childe, 

And after that his wife her father loſt. 

Imeane he died and ſhe was ſtrayght exilde, 

And Imade Queene vnto my care and colt, 

For ſhe went downe to Cornwall firayghtin poſt, 
And cauſed all her fathers men to ke __ 
With all the force and ftrength they might deuiſe, 


My King and hers, with me,gainſt her prepard 
An army ftrong:but when = came tofight, 

. Dame Guendelinedid wax at length too hard, 

+ And of our King vs both depoſed quight. 

+ For from her campe an arrow ſharp did ight 

&* Vpon his breft,and made himleaue his breath; 

TothustheKing came by vatimely death. 


. ThenTtoo late, began in vaine to flye, 

And taken was ts to the Queene: 
_ Whome beheld with cruell Tigers cie, | 
»» O queane(quoth ſhe)that cauſe of warres haſt beene, 
»» And deadly hate,the like was neuer ſeene, 
» Comeon,for theſe my hands ſhall ridde thy lifes 
» Andtakereuengement of our mortall ftrife, 


» Tlonged long to bring thee to this day, 

» Andthoulikewiſe haſt ſought to ſuck my bloud: 
» Now artthou taken inmy ſpoiles,a pray 

», For thee my life full long in daunger ſtood. 

2 1 will both teach thy ſelfe and mn good, : 
» Tobreake the bands of faithfull wedlocke plight, 
» Andgiuc thee. that which thou deſerucſt right, 


O harlot whore,why ſhould I fay my hands? . 
"a paynted picture, ſhall thyJookes thee ſaue? _ 
N:y bind her faſt both hand and foote ia bands, 
And lether ſome ſtraunge kinde of corments haute» 
” What firumper,thiuk'{for that thou ſeemeſt braue, 
"*. Orfor thy teares,or ſighes,to ſcape my ſight? 
My ſelfe will rather vanquiſhthee by fight. 


Thou rather ſhould my vitall breath depriue 
Then euer ſcape,if none were here but wee, 
But now I will not file my hands to firiue, 
Or elſe to touch ſo vile a drab as ſhe. 
Come on at once,and bring her after me, 
With hand and feete(as I commaunded)bound, 
Andlet mee ſee herhere,as Humber,drown'd, 


A thouſand things beſide ſhe ſpake inrage, 
While that a caitiffe did with cords me binde, 
No teares,nor ſobs,nor fighes,might ought aſſwage 
The ielous Queene;or mollifie her minde, 
Occaſions lill her franticke head did finde, 
And when ſhe ſpake her cies did ſeeme as fire, 
Shee looktas pales chalke,with wrathfull ice, 


Ne ſtood ſhe ſtilbur fearcely me defide, 

Raung'd vp and downe,and oft her palmes ſhee ſtrookes 

Locrmus now(quoth ſhe)had not thus dide, 

If ſuch an harlot whore he had not tooke, 

And therewithall ſhee gauea Tigerslooke, 

That made me quake, whatlettes{quoth ſhe)my knife 
To ridde this whore,my huſbands ſecond wife. 
Hi'is dead,[I liue,and ſhall I aue her life? 


O Queene(quoth Nif pitie none remayne, 
- I paar wh aw as Humber was: 

en take thy pleaſure by my pinching payne, 
Andletme _ ccas fo ke "5g 
But take ſome pitie on mychilde, alas, 
Thou know'lt the infant made no fault but hee 
That's dead,and I,therefore reuenge on mee, 
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0 ueene Elftride. 
No baſtards here ſhalllive to difpoſſefſe 
My ſonne,(ſhe fayd)bitt fith thou oa fame, 
] will provide for hera kingdomelefle, 
Which ſhall hereafter ener haue her name. 
Thou know & whereof the name of FHamber came, 
Euen fo Sabrina ſhall this ſtreame bee cal'd, 
Sith Sabrineme,as Humber Locrimne thral'd, 


With that my childe was Sabrize brought in ſight, 

Who when ſhe ſaw mee there in bandes to lie, 

Alas(ſhe cri'd) what meanes this piteous plight? 

And downe hee fell before the Queene,with cry: 

OQiecene(quoth ſhee)ler me more rather die = 
Than ſhe thar's guiltlefle ſhould:for why,thy king 
Did as his captiue her to leaudnes bring. 


Which when I ſaw the kindnes of the childe, 
Itburſt my heart much more then doome of death: 
-Poore little lambe,with countenance how milde 
See pleaded iill:and I for want of breath, 
(With woefull teares thatlay her feete beneath 
Could not put foorth a word our liues to ſue, - 
Or if therefore I might a kingdome haue, 


Herpiteous plaints did ſomuwhat death withdraw, 
For as ſhee long beheld the Queene with teares, 
(Quoth ſhee)lert me haue rigour void of law, 
In whome the ſigne of all thy wrath appeares, 
Andlet me die,my fathers face that beares, 

Sith he is dead,and we are yoide of ſtay, 

Why ſhould I thee for life or mercy pray? 


My mother may to Germany returne, 

Where ſhee was borne, and if it pleaſe thy grace: 

And Imay well lie in my fathers tombe, 

Ifthou wilt grant his childe ſo good aplace. 

But if thou think my bloud is farre too bace, 
(Although I came,by both,of princely line) 
Then let me haue what ſhroud thou wilt aſſigne, 
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With | 


26 O ueene Elftride. 
With that the Queene replied with milder cheere, 
And fayd the childe was wonderous feate, and wittiez 
But yet ſhee would not her reuengeforbeare, 

For why(quoth ſhee)the prouerbe _ that pittie 
Hath lewdly loſt full many a noble Cirtie, 

Here E/ftrideriow ile wreke my greefes on thee 
Todie,take leaue,buttalke no more to mee, 


On this my leaue Itooke,and thus I ſayd, 
Farewell my countrey Germany,farewell: 
Adew the place from whenceT was conueyd, 
Farewell my father, and friends there dwell, 
My Humber droiwn'd,asI ſhall be,farewell. 
Adew Locrings dead for thee I die-: | 
Would God my corps might by thy coffinelie, 


Adew my pleaſures paſt,farewell,adew, 
Adew the cares and ſorrowes Ihaue had, 
Farewell my friends that earſtforme did ſue, 
Adew that were to ſaue my life full glad. 
Farewell my fauning friends TI lately had, 
And thou my beauty, cauſe of death, farewell, 
As oftas heart can thinke,or tongue cantell, 


Adew you heauens,my mortalleyes ſhall ſee 

No more yourlights anc, planets all farewell, 

And chiefly Venus faire that paintedſtme, 

When eMercary his tale tomedidtell, - 

Eke afterwards when Mars with vs did dwell. 
And now atlſaſtthou cruell CHarsadew,. 
Whoſe dart my life and loue Locrinus ſlew. 


And muſt Ineedes depart from thee my childe? 
Ifneeds Imuſt,ten thouſand times farewell: _ 
Poore little lambe,thy friends are quite exilde? 
And much I fearethou ſhaltnotlong doe well, 
But if they ſo with boyling rancour ſwell 
As thee to flea which neuer wroughteſt ill, 
How can they ſtay my Rtayued'corps to kill? 
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O ueene Elfride. _ 
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Meround, and would notletme fo depart, 
Let me (quoth ſhe) for hertlie waters taſf, 
Or let vs both together end our ſmare. ' 
Yea rather rip you forth my tender heart: , 
What ſhould Tliue ?Bur they the child withdrew, 
And me into the raging treame they threw. 


Soin the waters2sI ſtriu'dto ſwimme, 

And kept my head aboue the waues for breaths 

Me thought Ifaw my child would venter in, 

Which cri d amaine, O letme take like death, 

The watefsſtraight had drawne me — 
Where diuing, vp at len ieroſeI, 
And ſaw my LY as feewell, I dic, '' 


Then as my ſtrength was wafted, downeTwent, 
Eke fo Iplungedtwice'prrhrice yermores | 
My breath departed, riceds I muttrelent. © 
The waters pierft my mouth and eares fo ſore, 

And to the bottome with ſuch force me bore, 


Thar life, andbreath, and mind; and ſenſe was gone, 


And Ias deadandcoldas marble ſtone.” * 


Lothus youhearethe race of all my life, 

And how Ipaſt the pikes of painfull woe : 

How twice I thong tobe aPrinces wife, 

And twice was quite depriu'dmy honor fro, . 

The third time Queene, and felrfoule ouerthro, 
LetPtincely Ladics view mine hiftorie, 
Mine haps, and'woes; and hatefull-deſtinie. 

Bid thembeware, leſtbeautiethemabuſe, - 

Beware of pride; for hates fallit muſt+** © - * 

And bid them Forwihesflatteric refiſe;*** *- 

Her turned wheele is yoid of ftcadie triſt, 


 Whoreckesno meane, butleaueth all roluſt, 


Shall findray words as true asT them tell: © 
Bid thembewareintime, I _ well, 
= 
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brine, daughter of King Locrinus 
and Elfride, was drowned by Queene 


Guendoline,the yeare befare Chri#, 
| 1064. | 


| Ehold me $abrineorphane erſt bereft 
F| Ofall my friends, by cruell caſe of warre: 
When as notone to treate for me was left, 
tf But jeloubie did all their powers debarre, 
BJ ED 3 Whenas my father eke was ſlaine in warre, - 
And when my mother cuen before my fight 
Was drown'd to death, O wretch in wofull plight. 


Truſt who fo will theftaffe of high eſtate, ,.. 

Andbring me word what ſta ; thereby ou have = 

For why, if Fortune once diſpleaſure take, 

She giues the foile, though lookesbe neu'r ſo braue, 

*Tis wiſdome when you winne, to winne to faue : 
For oftwho truſts to getaPrince his traine, 


Would at the length of beggers life be faine, - 


This might the Hunneerſt Humber well haue faid, 
And this my mother E/tride prou'd too true, 
When as his life by ſtriuing ftreames was ſaid, 
And when the tyrants herin waters threw, 

What I may ſay, wy ſelfe reports to you, 


Which had more terror thew'd then twice " rwaine I 


" 


Giue eare, and judge ifIabode no paine. 


Firſt when my fathers corps was ſtricken downe 

With deadly ſhaft, I'came tq mowrneandſce > - 

Andas he lay with bleeding breftiafowne, 

He caſt afide his watring eyes onme;,:. 

Flie, flie, (quoth he) thy te  ſeekes forthee, . 
My wofull child ; what; ; here totake,./ 


. MySabrinepgore,Lamſtchee needsforlake,. 


& 


Lady Sabrine; - 
Sabre; 
| . 


Seeheere mine end, behipld thyfathersf, all; I 


Flie hence, thy ſtepdanie ſeekes'thy | 
Thy mother x in cre this is wraptin thrall, | 
You cannot ſcape of icalous griefe herkniſe. 
Farewell my child, mine E/#tride and my wife, - 
Adue (quoth he) Imay nolongerbide: . 


And cuen with that he oaſpedbreath, and dide, 


Whatbird can flie, and ſoare, ifftormes dorage? 

What fhip canfaile ifonce the winds reſiſt? 

What wight is that can force of warres aſſwage? 

Orelſe — warre can bridle fortunes lift? ' 

What man is he, thatdare anhoaftrefiſt? '. * 
What woman only dare withſtanda field? 
Ifnot? what child but muſt ro enemies yeeld. ' 


My fathers ſouldiersfled awayfor feare;, 


As ſoone as once their Captaines death they ſcand: 


The Queene proclaim'd apardon euery where 
Tothoſe wands yeeld Katy er itather hand: 
Excepting fuch as did her aye withſtand. 

For ſo the courſe alwaies of pardons goes 

As ſaues the ſouldier, andentraps the foes, 


Then wiſt Iflight could nothing me preuaile, 
I feard her pardon would not faue my life: 
Theftorme was ſuch I durſt not beare a faile, 
I durſtnot go rintreate myfathers wife, 
Although Incuer was the cauſe of ftrife : 
For iealofie, deuoid of reafons raigne, 
With frenziesfumeenragdeherreftleflebraine, 


£P 


But ſeethe chance: thus compaſt round with feare 
In broiles of blood, as in the field I fland, 
Iwiſhtto God my corps were any where 
As out of life, or off this hatefull land. 
No ſooner wiſht, but there was euen athand = 
A ſouldiervile, inhaſte (quorh he) come on, 
Queene E/ride will before thou come begon.. 
| _ =" 
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40 Lady Sabrine. 

The raſcall rude, the rogue;the clubſiſt gropt 7; 9-8 Cn 

My {lender arme, andptucktme on inhaſtz + of ifs 

And with my robes the bloodie groved he (wept, 

As Idrue backe he hal'd meon full faſt, 

Vnder his arme my carefull corps he caſt, x 

_ Sith that (quoth he) thoupur'ſt me to this paine, 
Thou ſhalt theceby atlength buc lirtle gaine, 


So at the length we came where we deſcri'd 
A number huge of folkes about the Queene :+ 
As when you ſee ſome wander greatbetide, ... | 
Or elſe the place whete fome ſtrange Gghthath beene : 
So might you there the people Nandingſene, RT 
And gazed all when as they ſce me brought, 
Then ſure I deem'd I was not comefor nought.. 


Andin the preaſe, ſome praiſde my comelyface,.. - 
In beautie E/ridewhich reſembled right.: 7 
Some ſaid Tooked like my fathers grace, 

But others faid it was a piteous fight | 


I ſhould ſo die : the Queene me pardon <=. 
They faid the beaſt me bore did meabule, 
Which not ſo rudely.oughtaPrinceſle vie, 


But what did this redrefle my wofull care, 

You wot the Commons vſe ſuch prouerbs fill : 

And yet the captiues poore nobetterare, 

It rather helpes their pained hearts to kill. 

*Topitie one in griefe doth worke him ill. 
Bemone his woe, and cannot eaſc histhrall, 
It kils his heart, but comforts none at all.. 


Thus ns we throughthe preaſc :at length we came - 
Into the preſence of the jealous Queene, 
Who nought atall the raſcall rude did blame 
That bare me ſo, but askt if Thad feene... 
My father ſhine, that cauſe thereofhad beene, 
O Queene (quoth 1) God knowes my whole intenr- 
Of laughter guiltleſſe :Taminnacent.: 


as 


A Ty. Oy nes we 
With that I faw the people looke afide, 


To view a mourning voice : Theard thereby 

It was my wofull mother by that cri'd, 

Lo Sabrine, bound at brinke of death Ilie, 

What pen, or tongue, or teares with weeping eie 
Could tell my woes, that ſaw my motherbound 
On waters ſhoare, wherein ſhe ſhould be drown'd, 


With that I fell before the Queene, and pray'd 
For mercie, but with ficrie eyes ſhe bent 
Her browes on me, outbaſtard vile (ſhe ſaidy 
Thou wot'ft not yet whierefore for thee I ſent... 
O Queene (quoth 1) haue pitie, be content, 
And if thoumind of mercie ought to ſhow, 
Drowne me; and let my mother harmeleſſe go. 


For why, ſhe was a Prince his daughter, borne 
In Germany, and thence was brought away 
Perforce, by Humber, who by warres forlorne 
Thy King as captiue tooke her for ery : 
Thou maiſt full well her caſe with reaſon way. 
What could ſhe do, what more then ſhe or T 
Thy captiues now, thine owne toliue or die? 


Takepitie then onPrincelyrace, O Queene, 
Haue pitie, if remorce may ought require; , 
Take pitie(on acaptiue thricc hath beene, 
Fetpitie pierce the rage of all thine ire. 
Butif thy breaſt burne with reuenging fire, | 
Then lermydeath quench'ourthat fuming flame, 
Sith of thy Labuth blood andfers I'came, 


Much more I faid while teares out ſtreaming wept, 
ut nought of eaſe at all thereby I'gain'd, 

My mother eke, did; as ſhelay, lament, 

Wherewith my heart a thouſand fold ſhe pain'd. 

ndthough the Queene my plains to fauour fain'd,”, 

Yer at the Jaſt ſhe bad ſhe ſhould prepare 

Her ſelfe.to die, and end her courſe of care. 
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Then all her friends my mother £/tridenam'd, 
And pleaſures paſt, and badethem all adue . * 
Eke as ſhe thus her laſt farewell had fram'd, 
With lofſe of him from whom her ſorowes grue, 
Atlength to me (which made my heart to rue) - 
She faid farewell my child, Ifeare thy fall, 
Tenthouſand timesadue, my Sabrinefmall. 


, Andas the cruell caytiffes came to take 

Her vp, to caſt and drowne her inthefloud, 

I faſt mine armesabout her cliptdid make, 

Andcri'd, O Queeneletmercie mecke thy mood, 

Do rather reaue my heart of vitallblood, _ _ 
Thenthus 1 liue : with that they ſlacke my hold, 
And drencht my mother inthe waters cold, 


For loue to aide her, yenter in wouldT, 

That ſaw my mother ftriue aloft for wind. 

To land ſhee lookt and faid farewell, I die, 

Olet me go (quoth I) like fate to find, 

Said Gwerdeline,come on likewiſe and bind 
This Sabrine heere likewiſe, for ſo ſhall ſhe 


Atonce receiue, her whole requeſt of me. 
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EkeasT wiſh to haue in mind her fame, 
As Humbersis, which Thould her father been : 
So ſhall this floud of Sabrine haue the name, 
That men thereby may ſay, arighteousQueene 
| Heere drown'd her husbands child of concubine. þ. 
Therefore leaue Sabrine heere thy name and life, 
LetSabrine waters end ouffnortall ſtrife. 


Diſpatch (quoth ſhe) with that they bound mefaſt, 
My ſlender armes and feet, with little need: 

And fau'sall mercie, me in waters caſt, 

Which drewme downe, and caſt me vp with ſpeed, 
And downe me drenchtthe Sabrine fiſh to feed: 
Where I abode till now from whence 1 came, 
And there the witers hold as yet my name. 
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Lo thus this jiclous Queene, in raging ſort, _ 
With bloodie hate bereft her husbands health 2: 
And eke my mother E/Frideslife (God wot) 
Which neuer ment to hurt this Common-wealth, 
And me, Locrinu child, begotby ſtealth, 
Againftall reafon was it Pr to kill 
The child, forthat her parents erſtdid ill, 


But heere youſce, what time our pompe doth bide, 
Hereby you ſee, th'ynſtcadietruſt in warre, 
Hereby you ſee, the ſtay of States etride, 
Hereby you ſee, our hope to make doth marre, 
Hereby you ſee, we fall frombenchtobarre. 
From bench (quoth I) yea from the Princely feate, 
You ſee how ſoone ys Fortune downe doth beate. 


And heere you ſee, how lawlefſe loue doth thriue, 

Hereby you ſee, how ielousfolkes doe fare: 

Heere may you ſee, with wiſdome they that wiuc, 

Need neuer recke Cupidoes curſed ſnare, 

Heere may you fee, dtuorcementbreedeth care, 
Heere {ltome thriue, the children may you ſce, 
Which in vnlawfull wedtocke gotten be. 


Dedare thou then our fall and greatmiſhap, 

Declare the hap, and glory we werein : 

Declare how ſoone we taken were in trap, 

When we _——_ we had moſt fafeſft bin. 

Declare what lofle they haue that hope to win, 
*When Fortune moſt doth ſweetly ſeeme to ſmile, 


Then will ſhe frowne : ſhe laughes but euen a while, 
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lMong ft the reſt that ſate in hautie ſear, 
EVD Andfelt the fall, Ilpray theepen forme 
ox 0. A Tragedic:may ſome ſuch wiſdome geat 
RAR Y As they may learne, and ſomewhat wiſer be, 


or in my glaſſe when as themſelues. they ſee, 


They may beware : my fallfrom Fortuncs lap 


Shall teach them how reſchew the like miſhap. 
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Iam that _Hadar, once of Britaine King, 
The third that cuer raignedin this land: 
Marke well therefore my death :as ſtrange a thing, 
As ſome would deeme could ſcarce with reaſon (tand, 
Yet when thou haſt my life well throughly ſcand, 
Thou ſhalt perceive, not halfe ſo ſtrange as true, 
* Ill life, worſe death, dothafter ſtill enſue, 
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For when my mother Guendoline had raign'd T 
In my nonage, full x 5, yeares, ſhe dide : A 
AndIbutyong, not well invertuestrain'd, B 
Woasleft this noble Iland for to guide : oa A 
Whereby when once my mind was puft with pride, B 
I paſt for nought, I vile myJluſt for law, 
Of right, or juſtice, reckt I nota ſtraw. 
No meaneT kept, but ruled all by rage, Fe 
No bounds of meaſure could mecompaſle in, W 
 Nocounſell could my meekeleſle mind affwage: g 


When onceto fumel fiercely did begin. 

AndIexceld in nothing elſebut fin, Tt 
So that my ſubicQs all did wiſhmy end, | 

* Saucſuch co whom for viceI was afriend, 


My youth mee led deuoide of compaſle quite; 
And vices were ſo rooted inatlaſt, 

That to recure the ill, it paſtmy might, - 

For * who ſo doth with will and pleaſure fight, 


(Though all his force doe ftriue them to withſtand) 


Without good prace they haue the ypper hand, 


*Whatlicour firſt the earthen pot doth take, 

It keepeth (ill the fauour of that ſame.. 

Full hard it is a Cramocke ſtraight tomake; 

Or crooked Logges with ane to frame. 

Tis hard to make the cruell Tiger tame, _ 
Ando it fares with thoſe haue vices caught: 
*Naughtonce(they ſay)and euer after naught, 


Iſpeake not this as though it paſtall cure 

From vices vile to yertue to retire:. 

But this I fay,if vice bee once in vre,. 

The more you ſhall to quite your ſelfe require... 

The more you plunge your ſelfe in fulſome mire, 
Ashee that ſtriues in ſoakte quicke firts of fand, 
Still ſinkes, ſcarce euer comes againe to land. 


The gifts of grace may nature ouercome, 
And God may graunt the time when we repent, 
But did ſtill in laps of Jewdnesrunne, . 
Atlaſtmy ſelfe to'cruelty.I bent. 
But who ſo doth with bloudy aC&ts content 

His minde,ſhall ſure at laſtfindelike againe, 


And feele for pleaſures thouſands pangs of paine. . 


For in the midſt of thoſe vntruſty toyles, 

When as Inothing fearde,bur all was ſure: 

With all my traine,I hunting rode for ſpoiles 

Ofthoſe,who after did my ; procure. 

Theſe lewd delights did boldly me allure, 
To follow til and to purſue the chaſe; 
Atlaſt I cameinto a deſert place, 


And pleaſnres plung'd Itooke my wholerepaſt, - 
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Beſet 


46 King Madan. 
Beſet with hils,and monſtrous rockes of ſtone, 
3... Mycompanybehinde mee loſt,or ftayde: 
'£. Theplacewascke with hautie trees oregrowne, 
"Y So vaſt and wilde it made mee halfe afraid, 
And ſtraight I was with rauening wolues bertraid, 
Came out of caues,and dens,and rockes amaine, 
There was Irentin peeces,kilde,and ſlaine, 


Woe worth that youth(in vayne)ſo vily ſpent 
Should euer cauſe a King to feele ſuch ſmart: 
Woe worth that euer I ſhould here lament, 
Or ſhew the hurt of my poor- Princely heart. 
I thinke the clowne that driues the mixen cart 
Hath better hap then Princes,ſuch as T: 
No ftorme of Fortune caſts him downe ſo hie. 


A manby graceand wit may ſhun the ſnare, 

Tis ſfayd * a wiſe-man all miſhap withſtands: 

For though by ſtarres we borne to miſchicues are, 

'Yet grace and prudence bayles our carefull bands, 

*Each man (they ſay) his fate hath in his hands, 
And what he marres, or makes to leeſe, or faue 
Of good or euill, is euen ſelfe doe, felfe haue, 
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This thing is ſeene by me,that led my daies 

In vitious ſort, for greedy wolues a pray, 

I wiſh,and will, that Princes guide their wayes: 

Lo,here by this eſchew like Jas they may, 

And vices ſuch as worke their whole decay. 
Which if they doe,full well is ſpent the time 
To warne,to write,and eke toſhun the crime, 
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HOW KING MA- , 
LIN WAS SLAINE BY HIS BRO. 

ther King Mempricius,the yeare be- 
fore Chrift, 1009. 


Pr a F Fortune were ſo firme as ſhee isfraile, 
SY PA Or gloſing glorie were ftillpermanent : 
ot i If no miſhap mens doings dig aſlayle, 
PAY 4&8 Or that their as andfaGts were innocent: 
—=——=— If they in hope no hurt nor hatred ment, 
Or dealingsaye were done with duty due, 
They neuer necde their greatmiſtortunes rue. 


Ifpompe were paine,and pride were notin price, 
Or hautie ſeate had not the higheſt place: 
If they could learne by othersto be wiſe, 
Orels efchew the daungers of their race: 
Ifonce they could the goldenmeaneimbrace, 
Or baniſh quite ambition from their breaſt, 
They neuer neede to recke or reape yareſt, 


Burthey doe thinke ſuch ſweetenes in renowne, 
Vponthis earth is all the greateſt hap: 
They nothing feare the hurtof falling downe, 
Orlittle roome in Lady Fortunes lap. 
They giue no heede before they get the clap: 
And then too late they wiſhthey had bin wiſe, 
When from the fall they would,and cannotgife.. 


: Asiftwo twinnes,or children at the teate 
: Ofnurce,or mother,bothat once might bee, 
: Andboth did ftriue the better dugge to geat, 
: Till one were downe,and ſlipr befide her knee; 
: Euen fo itfares,by othersas Lorne, 
: Infortuneslap they haue ſo little hold, 
: Shecannot tayboth ſtriving ifſhee wquld, 


48 King Malin, 

Iam that Malm one of Maders ſonnes, 
Which thoughtto raigne and rule this noble le, 
And would ſo done:but ſee what chaunce there comes 
Where brerheren loue and frendſhip quite exile, 
*Who thinkes intruſt no treaſon neither guile, 


Is ſooneſt cleane bereau'd of life and all, 
In ſtead of rule hee reapes the crop of thrall. 


My yongeſt brother then Mempricins hight, 

Whoſe hautie minde,and mine,were ſtill at ſquare: 

We euermore as foes hight other ſpite, 

And deadly irein hatefull hearts wee bare. | 

He ſought all waies he might to worke mee care, 
Andeach regardedothers enuie,ſo, 


As aftcr turned both to painfullwoe. 


Becauſe my father lou'd him well,therefore 

I fear d my brother ſhouldobtaine my right: 

Likewiſe on fauour buldned hee him bore, 

And neither had in vertues wayes delight. 

What neede I here our inward griefes recite?” 
Wee,not as brethren,liu'd irrhartred ill, 
And ſought occafion'other each to kill; * 


T having hope for.to preſerue the crowne, 
And hee for thathe Fard my title bred = 
Such friendſhip,as might alwaies keepe himdowne 
And both depriue him ofhis crowneand head. 
Bur when it chaunſtoutr father once'wks dead, 
Then ſtraight appearedall his enuyplaine: 
For he could not from his attempt refraine, 


Some wiſht we ſhould diuide the realme in two, 
And ſaid my father eke was of that minde; 

But neither of vs both, that ſo would doe, 

Wee were not cach to other halfe ſo kinde, 

And yile ambition made ys both ſoblinde, 


We thought our raigne could not bee ſureand good 


Exceptthe groundthercof were laid withblou 
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King eMalm. 
Atlaſta time ofparle choſen was, ; 
And truce concludedfor ourtitles right: + 
Wherein Ihoped mightbe brougheto pale... 
That I enioy in peace my kingdome might, 
But ſecretly bypolicie and fletght 
He flew me with his ſword, beforeI wiſt : 


| Where crowne,peace,kingdome life audall Imift, 


Thus was I by my wicked brother ſlaine,. _ 
Which with mydeath his cruell eyes did fill. 
Thisoftcntimes they vie to getandgaine, 
That cannot ſhunne misfortune as x An 
Was neuer man pretended ſuch an ill, 
 ButGodto himlike meaſure ſhortly ſent 


Ashe to others erſt before had ment, 


Vlurping wrong incurres the curſe of heauen, 
And blood cries out for vengeanceat his hand, 
Who ſtill in care of humane is giuen 
Thegood to aide, and eſſe to withſtand, 
If either vice or vertue we aband, 
 Weeitherare rewarded as we ferue, 

Orelſe are plagued, as our deeds deferue. 


Letthis my warning then ſuffice each ſort, 
Bidthem beware : example heere you ſee; 
It paſſeth play, tiistragicalldiſport |! - 
Toclime the ſteps of ſtately high degree. | 
Forthough they thinke good ortune ſeru'd notmee, 
Yet did ſhe vſe me as ſhe y{de the reſts 
And fo full oft ſhe ſerueth cuen thebeſt, 
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HOW KING-” 


Mempricias given toall luft, 
was deuoured by VVolues, the 
yeare before ChriF, 
939. 


=—_—_—oftcn ſaid, aman ſhould do likewiſe 
2 [C8 To other, as he would tohim they did, } 
| *Do as thou would'ſt be doneto, faith the wile,..: 
| And doas conſcience and as iuftice bid.  _ 
Row Thersno man ought for Empire, as I did 

His impious hands with cruell blood diſtaine :. 
For * blood doth alwaiescrie for blood againe. 


Ekeluſtfull life, that ſleepes in ſinkes of finne, 

Procures a plague : fie, fie on Yew vile: 

We little wot the miſchiefes are therein, 

When we with poiſons ſweet our ſeluesbeguile. 

The pleaſures paſſe, the ioyes endure butwhilc, 
And naught thereby at all-we get or gaine 
But dreadfull death, and cuerlaſting paine. 


Me thinkes thou harkeneſt for to heare myname;. , 
And muſeſt what I am thatrthus docome, + -- k; 
I would or this haue told it, butfor ſhame : 
And yet to giueexample Meere to ſome, 
I will no longer faine my ſelfe fo dome, 

But euen as others I will tell my fall : 

Take heere my name, mylife,my death, and all, 


I am /Aempricins, Madans yonger ſon, 

Once King of Britaine, that my brother ſlew : 

Whereby the crowne, and kingdome allIwon, 

And after nouriſht vices moe Teak grew, 

Not natures lawes, nor Gods, nor mans1 knew, 
Butliu'd in luſt notrecking any thing, 

I deemed all things lawfullfor a King. 


Py ot boy hang yy 


King Mempricins. 

Eirftwhenlhad my brother brought on beare, 

Ithoughtin reſt to keepe the Kingdomelong : 

Twas deuoid of doubt, Ihadnofearc, 

Was none durſt checke me,did1I right or wrong. 

Iiu'datlarge, and thought my power ſo m_ 
There could no man Snndld againſt my will, 
I fteede of law that yſed rigour ill, 


Then wickedly Ifellto flothfull caſe, 

A vice that breeds anumber moe beſide. 

Iwas ſo teſtic none durſt me diſpleaſle, 

Andeke ſo puft with glorie vaine, andpride. 

My ſencelefle ſence, as ſhip without a guide, 
Was tot with euery fancie of my braine, 
Like Phabus chariot ynder Phattons raigne, 


I deem'd them foes thatme good counſell gaue, 


And thoſe my chiefeſt friends could gloſe and lie : 


Thated chem that were ſoſage and graue, 
And thoſe Tlou'd were luftic, lewde, and flie. 
Ididthe wiſeſt wits as fooles defie, 
Such ſors, knaues, ruffians, royſters I embraſte, 
As were ynwiſe, ynhoneft, rude, ynchaſte. 


Tufted eke, as lafie lechers vſe, 
My ſubie&s wiues and daughters at my will 
Idid ſo often as me pleafde abuſe, 
Perforce I kept them at my pleaſure ftill, 
Thus gate I queanesand concubinesat fill, 
And for their ſakes Iput away my wife : 
Such was my lewdnefſe; luſt, and lawleſle life; 


But ſhame forbids me for totell thereſt,” 
Itme abhors to ſhew what didenfue ? 
Andyertbecauſe it moueth inmybreaſt' 
CompunQion till, and wasGod wot too true, 
Ile farther tell whence mydeftruRioti/grue, 
 ToSodome finneTfoulelyfell, and chan” © 
I was deſpiſed bothbf God and mi” (lf? 
, : F 2 


52 King-Mempricius. 


CouldI long proſper thus, do you ſuppoſe? 
Might any ill exceed theſe vices told? | 
Thinke you ther's any wight on ground that goes 
Might ſcape reuenge of vice ſo manifold? 
No ſure :* who is in ſinfulnes fo bold, - 
His vices fare like weeds, they ſprout ſo faft 
They kill the corps, as weeds the corne, ar laſt, 


My great outrage, my heedlefle head, the life | 
I beaſtly led could not continue fo : - | 
My brothers blood, my leauing of my wife, 
And working of my friends and ſubiefts woe 
Cri'd ſtill to God, for my foule ouerthroe, 


Who heares the wrong'd, who viewes their catefull caſe, 


And at the length dothall their focs deface,” 
YetImiſtruſting nomiſhapsat hand, 


(Though I were worthie twentic times to die) 
Ilewdlyliu'd, and did my wealth withſtand. 
Incuer thought my end was halfe ſo nie. 
For my diſport Irode on hunting, T, - - 
In woods the fearefull HartT chaſed faſt, 
Till quite Iloſtmy company atlaft, 


And orIwiſt, to coſtI found my foes, 


By chance I came whereas the Wolues they bred: - 


Which ina moment did me round incloſe, 

And mounted at my hoxſt his throat and head. 

Some on the hinderparts theirpanches fed. 
Yet fought Iftill roſcape, ifitmightbe, 


Till they my panting horſe puld downe with me. - 


Then was Ihopelefle to eſcape theiriawes,. 

They faſtned all their holders faſt on mee : 

And, on my royall robes they ſet their clawes: 

My Princely preſence, nor my high degree 

Mou'd them no more obeyſantfortobee, -:-.. 
Nor of my corps to take no more temorce,: :: 
Then did the grieuous groning of wy horſe; *' - |_| 
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Butrauenouſly they rent RG and throat, 

Forſooke my [iced, came allat once and rare 

My Kingly _ , from which they fleid my coat, 

And of my fleſh they made atall no ſpare, 

They neuer left metill my bones were bare. 
LothusI flew my brother, left my wife, 
Liu'd vilely, and as vilely ended life, 


Beware of bloodie broiles, beware-of wrong, 

Embrace the counſell of the wiſe and age : 

Truſtnot to power though itbe nereſo ſtrong, 

Beware of raſhnes rude and roiſters rage. 

Eſchew vile Ven toyes, ſhe cuts off age, 
Andlearne this leſſon off, and tell thy friend, 
By ſudden death, pockes,begging, harlots end, 


HOW KING BLADVD, 
TAKING ON HIM TO FLIEF, 
fell vpon the Temple of 4polo, and brake 
his necke,theyeere before Chriſt, 
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FER Pray thee Higgins takein hand thy pen, 
SS And write my life and fall among ſtthereſt; 
- Z X =) A warning ſetmedowne for curious men, 


(Sac ng 
ERS Whoſe wits the worke of nature ſecke to wreſt, 


® I was Prince Bladud —_—_ thebeſt, 


Of wiſdome, wealth, and learning Thad tore, 
Ofregall race : or whatI craued more? 


Butthis in all the ſorts ofmen we ſee, 
Anvncontented mind, whemmuch they haue: ' 
Thelearned yet would more profounderbe, 
The richeſt moſt tencreaſe their wealth do craues 
The fineſt Dames do (like their faces braue, 
The noble higher climes andto the skies 
Taduancc hisnamehedailydoth - 
3 


In Britaine thoughIlearned hadfull well - 
The artes, and could among {the wiſe conferre s 
Yet when of Athens Ithefame heard tell, 
(Though it in Greece ſo farhence diſtant were 
I trauail'd thither, writers witnes are, E 
I ftudicd there, thence learned menI brought, 
Thatnoble Arts in Britaine might be taught, - 
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But after he was dead that was my ſtay, 
My father graue, I meanethe warthie King : ; 
Then all the Britaines ſhortly by a day, -  - | Heh © 
To royall ſeat elected me did bring. . 
Where I to place in order cuery thing, 

Recciu'd both crowne and fcepter inmy hand, 


With right and equitie to rule this land, 


Then, forbecauſe the ſway of all theIle .. _ 
Depended on my gouernmentto reſt : 
Idid conſult with all the Peeres awhile, 
And of my fathers Counſellers the beſt. 
I order tooke for matters yntedteft, © 
Giuing to each ſuch place as beſt did fir, 
Their birth , their wealth, their perſons and their wit, 


The learned Greekes,whom Ifrom Athens brought, 
Conferring with the Britiſh learned men : | 
A place, as I commanded them, had ſought 
Amid'ſt the Realme, and brought me word agen, 
At Staneford there Tbuilt a Colledge then, 
And of my landI gaue the fertil tpartes, 
To foſterlearning and the famous Artes, 


By this, ofskilfll men the land had tore, 
Andall the arts were readin Britaine well : 
No countrey was forlearning praiſed more, hh 
We didin noble ſcience foexcell, _ -:- x 
| From other nations hither came to.dwell 
The wiſeſ wits, commending'vstoskies: 
Deeming vs people yaliant, kearn'dand wile, 
* Þ 
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'Andfor that time, of Gods we honor dall; © 
eApollo high for wiſdome, arte, andskill x >: 
AtTroynouanta Temple ſpeciall +» 
Tbuik to him, for facrifices ill, 
Whereon I fell, as after ſpeake I will. 
Such was our vſe and ſuperſtition then, 
Todceme as Godstheimages of men, 


ByartsImade the holeſome Baths at Bathe, 
And made therefore two Tunnes of burning brafle : 
Andother twaine ſeuenkinds of fales thathaue 
In them incloſde, but theſe be made of glafſe, 
With ſulphur fil'd, wilde fire emixt there was, 
And in foure welles theſe TunnesT did affay, 
Toplaceby arte that they mightlaſt of aye, 


Which waters heateand clenſing perfeR powre, 
With vapours of the ſulphur, ſalts, andfire, 
Hath vertue great, to heale, and waſh, and fcomre 
The bathed ſores therein that health deſire, 
Ifofthe vertues, moe thou doſt require, 
I will recite what old experience telles, 
In cauſes cold the yertues of theſe welles. 


'Thebathes to ſoften linewesvertue haue, 
Andalſofoer to clenſe and ſcowre the skin 
From Morphewes white and blacke,to heale andſaue 
The bodies freckled, faint, are bath'd therein : 
Scabs, lepry, ſores both'old andfeftered in, 
The ſcurfe,botch,itch,gout,poxe, and humors fell, 
The milt and liver hardiit healeth well. 


Imuſt confeſle by learned skill T found 
Thoſe natiue welles whence ye haue helpe formen. 
But well thou knowſthere tunnes from ynder ground 
Springs ſweet, ſalt, cold, and hote euen now as then, 
From rocke, {alt-petre, alume, prauell, fen, 
From ſulphur, iron, lead, gold, brafſe and tinne : 
Springs vertue take of yaines _ becning 
4 


56 King Blaand. 
Then who fo knowesby natures workein theſe, 
Of metals or of mines the force toheale, - 
May ſooner giuc his judgement in diſeaſe, 
For curing by the bath, and furerdeale 
With ſickly people of the publique weale, 

And 1G End of fountaines hot, and cold, 

To heale by them the fieke, both yongandoldz 


The Citie eke of Bathe, Ifounded there, 
Renouned far by reaſon of the wels : - ' 
And many monumentsthat ancient were 
I placed there, thou know'ſi the ſtorie tels, 
I ſought renowne and fame and nothing els. 
But when our aResextols vs to the skies, 
We look not doywne from whence we firſt did riſe, 


There are but few, whom Fortune bathes inblefle, 

But blinded are, and dazclingly they looke: 

They ſee nought elſe but worldly happineſſe, 

Art that they only fiſh with Fortunes hooke, 

Ambition will not wiſdomes counſell brooke, 
Pride ſets her thoughts on things that yade away, 
Forſaking vertue which doth neve decay. 


Mens vaine delightsare wondrous to behold, 
For that that reaſon nils, nor nature ſowes 
They take in-hand on fcience far too bold, 
Deceiu'd by ſuttle ſhares of diueliſh ſhowes, 
From which attempts a floud of miſchiefe flowes,. 
An heape ofhurts, a frie of foule decaies, 
A flocke of feares, and thrals a thouſand waies, 


If that the water fiſh forſake the ſtreame 

Againſt his kind, feeles he no hurt enſues? 

Or if the brocke wouldlearneto play the breame, 

And leaue the lambesat land, were this no newes? 

A fethered fowle in th'earth a den tochuſe,  - -,: 
Or flounder fay to flie the larke to catch, 


We mightadmire what monſters time did hatch, 


my 
But fith we ſee thatnature hathaſfign'd 
The fowle to flie, the aire, asſtemeth well, 
Thefiſh to ſwim, the ſea, as fits his kind, 
The earth for men.aand beaſts to breed and dwell : 
Ofright a man, which doththe reſt excell, 

Should euen ſo far ſurpaſſein his degree, 

As all the reftin wiſdome weaker bee... 


All this I ſpeake to warne thereſft thatheare, 
Andeketo = the blindnefſe of delites. 
Herein my folly yaine may plaine a e, 
What hag Fon Memanger” trie — hes, . 
Whathurt there hits, at ſuch'vaineſhewes and fights, 
Where men for pleaſure only takemuchpaine, 
To alter natures gifts for pleaſure yaine. - 


Were notit ſtrange, thinke you, aKing toflie, 
To play the tombler, or ſomeiugling caſt?. 
Todrefle himſelfe in plumes, as erſtdid1, 
And vnder armes to knit onwings full faſt ? 
A fport you thinke that might the wiſe agaft, 
Bur Magicke arte had taught me points of skill, 
Which inthe end did proue my future ill. . 


Ideckt my corps with plumes (Iſay) and wings, 
And had them ſet, thou ſeeſt, inskilfull wiſe 
With many feats, fine poyſeing equall things, 
To aide my ſelfe in flight tofall or riſe, 
Few men ka euer.vſe like _—— t 
Gainſt ſtore of wind, by practiſe riſe I could,” . 
And turne and windeatlaſt which way I would. .. 
But ere the perfe&skillI learned had, 
(And yet me thought I could do paſſing well) 
My fubiefs hearts with pleaſant toyes to glad, 
From Temples top, where did Apollo dwell, 
Ifayd to flie, but on the Church I fell, 
And in the fall ITloſtmy life withall, -. 
This was my race, this was my fatall fall, 


What vainer thing could atiy Prince deuiſe, :- 
Then ſo himſelfe a fooliſh fowle to ſhow? _ -. 
Learne you by me, that count your ſelues ſo wiſe, 
The worſt to doubt of things, whatere you know. 
Flie not ſo high for feare you fall folow, 
Be wiſc in artes, exceed not wiſdomes bound, 
The depth of arte by wit may not be found, 


Theſe curious artes allurements haue alone, 
They profermuch in recompence of paine : 
But yet among ſta thouſand ſcarce is one 
In practiſe, oughtby.them can faue or gaine. 
In their effes they are bur falfeandyaine, 
Sophiſticall, deceitfull, and yntrue, 
That nothing haue, yetpromifſe all to you, 


I ſpeake not of the reſt that arein vſe 
Amongſ{tthe wiſer ſort, Philoſophie, - + , 
Nor of the parts thereof, butofth'abuſe '; | 
That comes by magicke artes of Imagerie, 
By vile inchauntmenes, charmes, and pampeſtrie, 
' All which bynatare are abhor'd aseuill, / 
Practiſde by fooles, inuentedby the diuell, 


To make an end : you neble Kings conterit 

Your ſelues with ſtudies feruing for the State 2 

You Lordsalſo with all your wits inuent 

What way t'eſchew the Prince and/peoples hate, 

Yee SubicRs loue your Prince, eſchew debate, 
Iwiſh you all beware of climinghigh, 
Leſt that you helpeleſſe fall, as crft $q L 
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HOW QVEENE 
Corvita IN DESPAIRE SLEW 


her ſelfe, the yeare before 
6 Chriff, Joy. 7 


22 F any wofull wighthaue cauſe to waile her woe, 

FS, ZH Or griefes are paſt dopricke vs Princes, tell our fall : 
4 EY Myſfelfe likewiſe muſt needs conſirained eke doſo, 
And ſhew my like misfortunes and miſhaps-withall; - F 

Should I keepe cloſe my heauie haps and thrall ? 
Then did I wrong: I wrong'd my felfeand thee, 
Which of my facts a witnefle-true maiſtbee.. 


A woman yet muſtbluſh when baſhfull is the caſt - 
Though truth bid tell the tale and ſtorie as itfell.:. 
But fith that I miſlike notaudience, time, nor place, 
Therefore, I cannot keepe my woes in counſell well, 
*No greater eaſe of heart then griefes to tell, 

It daunteth all thedolours of our mind, 

Our carefull heartsthereby great comfort find, . 


For why to tell that may recounted be againe, 
And tell it as our cares may compaſle eaſe : 
Thatis the falue and med'cine of our paine, 
Which cureth corſies all and ſores font diſcaſe: 
It doth our pinching pangs and paines appeaſe : 

It pleads the part of an aſſured friend, 

And telles the trade, like vicesto amend.. 


Therefore if Imore willing betotell my fall, 
With my miſhaps to eaſemy burdened breaftand mind : 
Some others haplie may auoidand ſhunnethe thrall, 37 
And thereby for diftreſſe more aideandcomforr find.. 
They keeping meaſure, whereas I declin'd,. 

May be asprompr toflie like brute and blame:  _/- 

AsIto tell, or thoutowritethe fame, [| 


Wherefore 


60 Oueene CGordila. 


Whetefore if thou wilt afterwards record 
What Queene Cordila telles to eaſe her inward ſmarts 
I will recite myſtorietragicall each word 
To thee that giu'ſtan eare, and readie art. 
Butleſt I ſet the horſe behind the cart, 

Imind to tell each thing in order, ſo, 

Asthou maift ſee and ſhew whence ſprang my woe. 


My grandfire Bladudhight, that found the bathes by skill, 
A fethered King thatpraCtiſde high to ſoare : 
Whereby he felt the Eu , God wotagainſt his will, 
And neuer went, road, raign'd, nor ſpake, norflewnomore, 
Afﬀeer whoſe death my father Leire therefore 
Was choſen King, by right apparent heire, 
Which after built the towne of Leirceſtere, 


He had three daughters faire; the firſt hight Gorerel,, 
Nextafter her-his yonger Ragan was begot : 
The third and aſt was Ithe yongeſt, nam'd Cordell, 
Vs all our father Leiredid louetoo well God wot, 
But minding her that lou'd himbeſt to note, 

Becauſe he had no ſonne Tenioy his land, 


He thought to.guerdon moſt where fauour moſt he fand, 
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What though I yonyeſt were, yetmen me iudg'd more wiſe 
Then either Gonerell, or Ragax more of age : 

And fairer farre : wherefore my ſiſters did deſpiſe 

My graceand pit, and ſought my wrecke to wage, 
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But yet though vice on vertue die with rage, 
It cannot keepe her ynderneath to-drowne : 
For till ſhe flittes aboue, and reapes renowne, 


My fatherthought to wed vs vnto Princely peeres, 
And vnto themand theirs diuide and part the land. 
For both my fiſters firſt he call'd (as firſt their yeares | 
Requir'd) their minds, and loue, and fauour tynderſtand, 
(Quoth he) all doubts of dutic toaband, 
Imuſt aſlay your friendly faithes to proue : 
My daughters, tellme how you domeloue, 


ow Art 
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Then they themſelues did loue, or any worldly wight : 
He praiſed them, and ſaid/he would therefore 
The louing kindnefle they deſeru'd infine require, | 
So found my ſiſters fauour in his fight, 

By flattcrie faire hey won theirfathers heart, 


Which aftef turned him and me to ſmart, 


But not content with this, he asked me likewiſe 
If Ididnot himloueand honor well. - 
No cauſe (quothT) there is I ſhould your grace deſpiſe: 
For natureſo doth bind and dutie me compell, + 
To loue you, as I oughtmy father, well, 
Yet ſhortly Imay chance, if Fortune will, . 
Tofindin Fram tobeare another more good will, 


Thus much I faid of nupriallloues thatment, 
Notminding once of hatred vile orire : 
Andpartly taxing them, for which-intent 
They ſet my fathers heart on wrathfull fire. 
Shee neuer ſhall to any partaſpire _ 
Ofthis my Realme (quoth he) among'ſtyoutyaine : 
But ſhall withoutall dowrie aie remaine, 


Then to Maplenrus Prince, with Albany he gaue 
My filter Gonerell, theeldeſt of vsall : | 
And cke my ſiſter Ragan heightto Hinnize to haue, 
And for her dowrie er and Cornwall. 
Theſeafter him ſhould haue his kingdomeall. 
Betweene themboth he gaue it franke and free, 
But nought at all he gaue of dowrie mee. 
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Which when they anſwered him they lou'd their father more .\ 


62 O neene Cordila, 
Prince Aganippue reau'd me of my woe, 
And that for vertues ſake, of dowriesall the beſt : 
So Icontented was to France my father fro 
For to depart, and hopt t'enioy ſome greaterreſt, 
Where living well belou'd, my ioyes encreaſt : 
I gate more fauour in that Prince his ſight, 
Then euer Princefle of a Princely wight. 


But while that I theſe toyes ſo well enioy'd in France, 
My father Leire in Britaine waxt vnwealdie old, 
Whereon his daughters more themſclues aloft raduance 
Defir'd the Realme to rule it as they wold. 
Their former loue and friendſhip waxed cold, 
Their husbands rebels yoid of reaſon quite 
Roſe vp, rebeld, berefthis crowne inifrl ght: 


Betwixt their husbands twaine they cauſde him to agree 

To part the Realme, and promiſt him a gard 

Of ſixtie Knights that on him ſhould attendantbee 

But in fixe moneths ſuch was his hap too hard, 

That Gonerell of his retinuebard,” ': © 
The halfe of them, ſhe and her husband reft : 


And ſcarce allow'd the other halfe they left, 


As thus in his diſtreſſe helay lamenting fates | 
_ When as my ſiſter ſo, ſoughtallhis ytrer ſpoile': 
The meaner vpftart courtiers thought themſelues his mates, 
His daughter him diſdain'dand forced not his foile, 
Then was he faine for ſuccour his to toile 
With halfe his traine, to Cornyall here to lie 
In greateſtneed, his Ragan loue to'trie, '  *' 


So when. he came to Cornwall, ſhe with jo | 
Received him,and Prince Maglanrm did thelike.” 
Therc he abode a yeare, andliu'd withourannoy # 
Butthen they ooke all his retinue fro bim quite chi 2þ 
Saue only ten, and Theyy;d himdaily ite 3-17 ets node 
Which he bewail'd complaibing durftnpefifiugg?”s ! 
Though in diſdaine they laſt us w4 but five, * nd 
e 
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What more deſpite could divelliſhbeaſts deviſe, 
Then ioy their fathers wofull daies to'fee? 
What vipers vile could fo their King deſpiſc, 
Orſo votind ,ſocurſt, ſocruell bee? 
Fro thence againe he went to Albany, 

Where they bereau'd his ſeruants all faue one : 

Bad him content himſelfe with that, or none. - 


Eke at what time he ask'd of them tohauc his gard, 
| To gard his noble grace where ſo he went: 
They call'd him doti ng foole, all hisrequeſts debard, 
Demanding if with life he were not well content. 
Then he too late hisrigour did repent 
Gainftme, my ſiſters fawning loue that knew 
Found flattery falſe, that ſcem'd fo faire in vew. 


To make it ſhort, to France he came at laſt to mee, 
And told me how my fifters ill their father vſde. 
Then humblie 1 beſought my noble King ſo free, 
That he would aide my father thus by his abuſde. 
Who nought at all my humble heſt refuſde, 
But ſent to euery coaſt of France for aide, 
Whereby King Leire might home be well conueide, 


The ſouldiers gathered from each quarter of the land 
Came at the length to know the noble Princes will : 
Who did commit them ynto capraines eucry band, 
AndIlikewiſe of Joue andreuerent meere good will 
Defir d my Lord, he would nottake it ill | 
If Ideparted for a ſpace withall, - 
Totakea part, orcaſemy fathers thrall. 


He games my requeſt : Thence weartiuedhere, 


And of our Britaines canie toaide likewiſe hisright {. 
Full many fubieQts, good and ſtout that were, 

By martiall feats, and force, by ſybie&s ſword and might, 
The Britiſh Kings were faine to,yeeld ourright.. 
Which wonne, my father well thisRealme did guide 

Three yearesin peacezandaktertint hedide.. | -, 
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Then I was crowned Queene this Realme to hold, 
Till five yeares paſt I did this Iſland guide ; Gp 
I had the Britainesat whatbecke I would, - 
Till that my louing King mine's Lg anppm dide, 
But then my ſeat it faltered on each fide, | 
My ſiſters ſonnesbegan with me to iarre, 
And for my erowne wag'd with me mortall warre, 


The one hight eMorgarPrinceof Albany, 
And Conidagrus King of Cormwvall and of Wales : 
Both which atonce provided theirartillerie, 
To worke me wofull woe, and mine adherents bales, 
What need I fill thine eares with longer tales? 
They did preuaile by mightand power, fo faſt, 
That I was taken priſoneratlaſt. - 4 


In ſpitefull ſort they vied then my captive corſe, 
No fauour ſhew'd ta me, extin& was mineeſtate : 
Ofkindred, Princes, blood, or peere wasnoremorce, 
But as an abiceRvile, and worſe, they did me hate. 
Tolie in darkeſome dungeon was my fate 

Ast'werea thiefe, mine anſweres to abide, 


Gainftrightand iuſtice, ynder Iailours guide, 


Forlibertie at length T ſu'd to ſubieRts were: 
But they kept mejn'priſon cloſe, denoid of truſt © | 
If Tmightonceeſcape, they were iiri dread andfeare 
Theirf dos 
They told me take it patiently Imuſt, 

And be contented thatT had my life : 

Sith with their mothers Tbegan the ſtrife, 


x 


Whereby I ſaw mightnothing mepreuaile to pray, 

To plead, or prove, defend, excule, or pardon craue, 
They heard me not, deſpiſde my plaints, ſoughtmy decay, 
I _ nolaw, norloue, nor right, noriuſtice hauc, 


No friends, no faith, ior pitie could me fave; 


peo freedoinebard, 


Bur T wasfrom all hi 24th 
netter to be heard, 


awning friends with me would proue yntrue and juft, 
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Was euer noble Queette ſo drencht in wrecks of woe, 
Depoſde from Princely power, bereft of libertie, 
Depriu'd ofall theſe worldly pompes herpleaſures fro, 
And brought from wealth to need, diftreſſe, and miſerie, 
From Pallace proud in priſon poore to lie, 
From Kingdomestwaine, to dungeon one, nomore, 
From Ladies waiting, vato yermine ſtore ? 


From light to darke, from holeſome aire to lothſome ſmell, 
From odour ſweet to ſmart, from caſe to grieuous paine, 
From ſight of Princely wights, to place where theeues do dyell* 
From daintie beds of downe, to be of ſtraw full faine : 
From bowers ofheauenly hew, to dens of daine: 
From greateſt haps that worldly wights atchiue, 
Tomore diftreſſe thenany wretch aliue? 


When friends I left in France that did me firſtexalt, 
Andeke my noble King, mine Aganippre true : | 
Andcame to England: for their heinous fats and fault 
Which from his right and kingdome quite our father threw 
To take his Realme : toraigne and treaſon knew 

I thinke of all misfortunes was the worſt : 

Orelſe I deemethe cauſers all accurſt. 


For marke my hapleſſle fall that fortune did me ſend, 
Asthus in priſon vile aliueT lingring lay, A / 
When Thad mourned long, bwefound no faithfulktrignds. .* 
That could me helpe, or aide, or comfort any way, «« =. 
Was ſcru'd atmeat as thoſe that Kings betra 

With fare God wot was ſimple, bare, and thin 


Could not ſuſtaine the corps itentred in, 


And when the fighes, and teares, and plaintsnighburſtmy heart, 

Andplace, and ſtench, and fare nigh poyſon'qeuery pore: 

For lacke of friends to tellmy ſeas of guiltleſle ſmart, 

And thatmine eies had ſworne to take fiyeetſleepe nomore, 

I wascontent, fith cares oppreſſe me ſore, ; 
Toleaue my food, take mourning, plaints, and crie, 
Andlay me downe, let griefe me . nature trie, 


Thus | 


66 O ueene Gordila, 
Thus as Ipining ſay,my carcafle coucht on ſtraw, 
And feitthe paine erlt neucr earthly creature knew 2 
Me enghele nighta grizely ghoſt in darkes I ſaw, 
Eke nearer lti;] ro mee with ſtealing ſteps ſhee drew, 
Shee was of colour pale and deadly hew, 

Her clothes reſembled thouſard kinds of thrall 

Ard pictures plaine of haſtencd deathes withall, 


Imuſing lay in paines,and wondred what ſhe was, 

_ Mine eies {tood ſtill, mine haire roſe vp for feare an end, 
My fleſh it ſhooke and trembled:yet I cride(alas) 
What wight art thou?a foe?or elſe what fawning frend? 
If death thou art.I pray thee make an end, 

But th'art not death. Art thou ſome fury ſent, 
My wockull corps,with paines,to more torment? 


»» With that ſhe ſpake:Tam{quoth ſhee)thy friend Deſpaire, 

»» Which in diftrefſe each worldly wight with ſpecde do aida: 
2» I rid them from their foes,if I to themrepaire. 

», Too _ from thee by other captiues was I aide, 


,, Now if thou artto die no whit afraide, 
»» Here ſhalt thou chooſe of Inſtruments(behold) 
» Shallrid thy reſtleſſe life,of this bee bold, 


And therewithall ſhee threw her garments lap aſide, 
Vader the which a thouſand thingsI ſaw with cies: 
Both kniues,ſharpe ſwords, poinadoes all bedide 
With bloud,and poiſons preſt which ſhee could well deuiſe, 
,, There is no hope(quoth ſhee)for thee to rife, | 
,, Andgetthy Crowne or Kingdomerefte againe: 
,» Butfortoluelong laſting pining paine, 


»» Lohere(quoth ſhec)the blade thar Did of Carthage hight, 
»» Whereby ſhe was from thouſand pangs of paine ler paſſe: 
»» With this ſhee flex her {elfe, after »Exeas flight, 

»» When hee to Sea from Tirian ſhoares departed was. 

»» Doe chooſe of theſe thou ſeeſt from woes to paſle, * 

»» Orbidetheend,prolong thy painefull daies 

» AndIampleaſe from thce to packe my waies. 
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With that was I(poore wretch) content to take the knife, 
But doubtfull yet to die,and fearcfull faine would bide, 
So till I lay in ludy with my ſelfe,at bate and ſtrife * 
What thing were beſt of both theſe deepe extreames yntride, 
Good hope all reaſons of Deſpaire denide: 
And ſhee _=_ replide to prouc it beſt 


Todie:for ſtill inlife my woes increal}, 


Shee cal'd to mind the ioyesin Fraunce I whilome had, 
Shee told me whar a troupe of Ladies was my traine: 
And how the Lords of Fraunce, and Britaines both were glad 
Of late to wait on mee,and ſuhjie&s all were faine. . 
Shee told I had bin Queene of kingdomes twaine, 
And how my kinſmen had my ſcat and Crowne, 
Icould not riſe, for ever fallen downe. 


A thouſand things beſide recited then Deſpaire, 

Shee told the woes in warres, that Thad heapt of late: 
Rehearſt the priſon vile in ſteede of Pallace faire, 

My lodging low, and mouldy meates my mouth did hate. 


Shee ſhewd meall the —_— where I ate, 


The dankiſh walles, the darkes, and bade mee fmell, 
And bide the ſauour if I likt it well. 


Whereby I wretch deuoid of comfort quite and hope, 
Andpleaſirespaſt compard with preſent paines I had: 
For farall knife ſlipt forth my fearefull hand did grope, 
Deſpaire in this to aide my ſenſeleslimmes was glad, 
And gaue the blade:to end my woes ſhe bad. 
Iwill(quoth T)but firſt with all my hart 
Ile prayto Gods, reuenge my woefull ſmart, 


If any wrong deſerue the wrecke,Ipray you skies 
And ftarres of light{if you my plight doe rue) 
O Phebns cleere I thee beſeech and pray likewiſe, 
eare witnes of my plaints well knowne to Gods are true, 

You ſee from whence theſe iniuries they grue, | 

Then let like vengeance hap andlight on thoſe 

Which defraci were my mortall foes, 
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68 O neene Cordilas 
God grantimmortall rife betweene them both mayfall, 
That th'one the other may, without remorce, deſtroy : 
That Conidagus may his cofin _ thrall, 
Becauſe he firſt decreaſt my wealth, bereft my ioy. 
I pray you Gods he neuer be a Roy : 

But caytife may be pai'd with ſuchafriend, 

As ſhortly may himbring to ſudden end, 


Farewell my Realme of France, farewell, Adies, 
Adien mes nobles tors, and England now farewell : 
Farewell Madames my Ladies, car ie ſus perdr 
11 me fanlt alcr deſei/Þoir m adonne counſel 
De me ter, no more your Queene farewell, 
My cofins me oppreſfle with maine and might 
A captiue poore, gainſt Iuſtice all andright, 


And therewith all the ſight did faile my —_— 
Inothing ſaw ſaue ſole De#paire bad me diſpatch: 
WhomlI beheld, ſhe caught the knife from me I weene, 


 Andby herelbow cariandeath for me did watch, 


Come on (quoth 1) thou haſt a pooy catch, 
And therewithall De$Þairethe ſtroke did ſtrike, 
Whereby I di'd, a damned creature like : 


Which I tovllate bewaile, Let thoſe aliue beware, 
Let not the lofle of goods or honors them conftraine 
To play the fooles, and take ſuch carefull carke and care, 
Or to deſpaire for any priſon, pine,and paine, 
 Ifthey be guiltlefſe letthemſo remaine, 
Farre greater follie is it for to kill 
Themlſclues deſpairing, then is any ill, 


Sith firſt thereby their en'mies haue that they defire, 
By which they proue too deadly foes vnwares a friend : 
And next they cannot liue, to Cones blifſe r'ſpire, 
If God do bring their foes in time to ſudden end, 
They laſtly, as the damned wretches, ſend 
Their ſoules thereby to darkeſome Stygian lake 
Which kill the corps thatmightie [oxe did make, 
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| HOW KING 
MORGAN OF ALBANY 
was ſlaine at Glamorgan in Wales, 


The yeare before Chrift, 
766, 


Ih a ' Wot not well what reaſon Imay vie, 
ASE DL { To quit my ſelfe fromlaſting infamie : 

E $0 Wherefore I muſt perforcemy ſelfeaccule, 
BAY W238 Iwasin faultI cannotitdenie, 

—a—=©" Remorce of conſcience prickes my heart ſo nic, 
And me torments with pangs of pinching paine, 
Icannolonger me from ſpeech refraine. 


Tamthat CAforganſonne of Gonerell 
Th'vngratefull daughter ofher father Leire : 
Which from his kingdome did him once expel, 
Asby the Britiſh flories may appeare. 
Ragan and ſhe confpir'd (both liſters were) 
But were ſubdu'd againe and cauſde to yeeld 
Their fathers Crowne : Cordile wan the field. 


Inced not heere the ſtories all recite, 
Itwere too long, but yetI briefly ſhall : 
The cauſe Cordi/a ought her ſiſters ſpite 
Was, they procur'd her, and their fathers thrall, 
Yett'was her chance at length t'outliue themall, 
Both ſiſters elder, and her father graue, 
And ckeatlength the kingdomeall to have, 


That time was 1, of Albany, the King, | 

Call'd Scotland now, and eke my coufin then, 

OfCornwall and of Wales, whom I did bring 

To warre, againſt Cordi/a and hermen : 

We ſaid we would our title winne agen, | 
And that becauſe our fathers had it yore, 
We ment to getitours againe therefore, 
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70 King Morgan. 
Imuſt confeſſe Twas the cauſe of warre,. . 
] was notpleaſde with that was lottedmee : 
Euen ſo our minds ambitious oftenare 
And blinded, that we cannot reaſon ſee, 
Wethinke no men, but Gods on earth we bee, 
Yet worſe are we then beaſts which know their kind : 
For we haue nought but miſchjefe oft in mind, 


We thinke, if ſo we may our willes attaine 
By right or wron E, by might or malice, we 
Could neuer liue like Fortune for to gaine : | 
Or if on foes we oncereuenged bce, 
If that our foe-mens fall we chance to ſee, 
O then we ioy, welift our ſelues to skie, 
And on the poore we cracifige crie, 


Ideem'difthatTI might once put her downe, 
The Kingdomes all were Conidags and mine ; 
AndI could eaſly after win the crowne, 
If alſo I his ſtate might vndermine. 
I thought, indeed, to haue it all in fine : 

By | or fraud I did intend alone 

To fitas King vpon the Britaine throne, 
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To ſpeake in few, we waged warre ſolong 
Gainſt her, at laſt we put her yntoflight : 
We warriers for our Aunt were far too ſtrong, 
Purſude and tooke, depriu'd her ofher right. 
Wethought it ours what ſo we wan by might : 

Eke ſo play tyrants : Traitors all do watch 

To get by ſpoile, and count their owne they catch, 


—_— — - 


Not ſo contented were we with the pray, 
But fearing leſt ſhe ſhould recouer aide : 
Ifcntin haſt to priſonher away, 

Andall recourſe of meſſengersdenaid. 
Thus when ſhe ſaw her Maieftie decaid, 
And that her griefesand forowes daily grew :- | 
In priſon at the length her ſelfe ſhe ſlew. 
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King e Morgan, 
O caytife vile, that did conſtraine a Queene; 
That Iuſtice ment, her kingdome to forſake ? 
Nay traytor 1, her cauſe of death have been, 
That would my ſelfe by bloodſhed ruler make, 
How could reuenge on me but yengeance take ? 

Before the ſeat of God her blood did call 

For vengeance ſtill, and ſo procur'd my fall, 


Lo heere Gods iuſtice :ſee my treaſon, ſee : 
Behold and fee, toraigne was my delight : 
Andmarke, and make amirrour heere of me, 
Which afterward was ſeru'd by iuſtice right. 
We wan the crowne betweene ys both in fight ; 
Andthen becauſeI was the elder ſonne 
Ofth'elder Queene, I claimed all we wonne, 


So were tny dealings noughr in peace and warre, 

But by my force and fortunes vide in fight, 

Ipaſt, that time, the Britaines all by farre : 

I was of perſon, fortitude, and might 

Both comely, tall, ftirong, ſeemelyecke inſight, 
Whereby I won mens fauour, glorie, wealth, 
And, puft with pride, at length forgate my ſelfe, 


Ifaid it was my right the crowne to haue, 
But Conidagre toutly it deni'd : | 
Wherefore I went to Wales, my right to craue, 
With all mine armie, and to haue it tri'd. 
Where long we fought it ftoutly on each fide, 
Till at the laſt vnto my wofull paine, 
I was depriu'd of kingdome quite, andſlaines 


And for to keepe in memorie for aye 

That there vnfaithfull orga» loſt hislife, 
The place is call'd Glamorgan to this daye. 
There was Ipierft to death with farall knife : 
There was the end of all my hatefull firife. 


So Morgan, wherehe thought to win the crowne, 


Was at Glamorgantraytor ftriken downe, 
G 4 | 


Thus 
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Thus maiſt thou tell how proudambition proves,” © / WB Bu 
What hap haue tyrants, what we'Traytourshaue's 1 w 
What end he hath that cruell dealing loues, | 1. 14M An 
Whar ſubieQts get that Diademedo craue, 8 w 
Tis better, then to winne; thine owile toſaue * Eu 
For ſo orethwartly trade of Fortune goes, | 
When win thou would'ft, then art thou ſure toloſe, -- 7 

= ch / For 
ow LE 
HOW KING IAGO [= 
DIED OF THE LETHARGIE, . 
about the yeare before Chriſt, 7 

-owfr>e Aue TI oreileptmy ſelfe; or am 1 wake ? if 

2 7 {© 9 Orhad'ſt x on fan oreſlept thy ſelfe that wrote? los 


> Could ftthounot'forthe Letharge paines to take:MW an. 


: Ly 9 U] And with the reſt his ſleepie lifetonote ? 1 M wh 
S229 Was IJamongitthe wicked wightsforgote? -*7 MW por 
Well then, awaked fith we areboth twaine, T © 
To write my fleepic ſinfulllife, take paine, F, 
Iam that ago, once of Britaine King, - | - 51.11 WM Ary 
That ruled all this noble Britiſh He : '" WW Sy 
No fame ofme the writers old'do bring; "/ W Dif 
Becauſe my life and gouernment was vile. If Beg: 
Yet, Higgins, heeretake paines for me a while, Ima 
Enregeſter my mirrour toremaine, Wm 
That Princes may my vices vile refraine; Ic 
Atfirſt, a while, Iruled well the land; 1: ++: ©; | WM Aﬀe 
I vicd iuftice, right tookeregall place :'.' Opp 
No wightbur found iuft judgement at my hand; . This 
And truth durſt ſhew, without rebuke; her face. Asw 
Lgauc my ſelfe to all good giftsof grace, rel Thor 
My ſubizQsliv'din reft within my raigne : | Go 


No cauſe of Prince compel'd them to.complaine. / 


T 


OT 
"Ring Jago, 
But as in calme a tormewenothing feare, ; +; ;,, 
When as the ſeas are milde and ſmoothasglaſſe ;-;;; 
Andas in peace no thoughrof warres we: beare, 
Which leaſt ſuppoſe of miſchicfes come to paſſe :. 
Euen ſo my till and rightfull raigning was.. | 

The calme, a tempeſt boads : te ſhine,araine: . 

Long peace,a warre :and pleaſure, pinching paine.,- 


For reſt, and peace, and wealth abounding thoe,. 


Made me forget myuſticelate well vide : 

Forſaking vertues, vices gan tofloe, 

And former noble as Iquitercfuſde, | 

My gifts, my treaſures, wealth and will miſuſde, . 
Began all goodnes quite arfengthdilUaine; - 
And did my fads with'filthie vices faite, * 


Miſrouern'd both my Kingdome and my life, 
Igaue my'ſelfe toeale, toſleepe, and ſinne :. 
And-Thadelawbackes euenat Courrfullrife, : 
Which ſoughtby outrage golden __ winne, 
For * Kings no/foonerwell or worſe beginne, 
But euen at hand the good or bad take paine, - 
For yertues ſake, or meede, the Prince to traine. 


As vices grew encreafing more and more, 

So vertues fled and bad their friends adew:: - ': 

Diſeaſes bad likewiſe, and ficknefle fore:'; (i | - 

Began to waxe, and griefesabout me grew... 

Imay full wellmy naughtie ſurfetsrue, | 
Which peſter'd ſoatlength my droulie braine, 
Icould nor ſcarce fromleeping:'oughtrefraine.. 


Aſlcepie fickneſle nam'd the Lethargie;:. (!!' | 
Oppreſt me ſore, rill deattrtooke life awey :-- 

This was the guerdon of my gluttonie, 

As with the candles light the flie doth play, 
Though in the end it worke herlines decay :-- 

So of the glutronscupſolongIdrunke,.-; -/ 
Tilldrown'd in it with ſhamefull death Iſunke... 


"A. King Forrex. 


Phyſitians wiſe may take on them thecure; 


But if /ehoxa ſmite thePrincefor ſin, - | Di 
Asecarſt ofme, then is the helpevnſure, - | Thi 
That's not the way for health to enter in, Wi 
No potions then, nor powders worth a pin': Eu 
But euen as we, they muſt todiebefaine, ] 
Bid them in time from yices now retraine, \ 
FN MIDTY | Hy But 
HOW EING |- 
We 

FORREX WAS SLAINE ſw 

by his brocher King Porrex,about " 

the yeare before Chrift 4.91. AY 


=#>4 O tell my ſtoric onthe tragicke ſtage” For 
7 [OZ Compeld Iamamonglt the reſt that fell : Anc 
y Imaycomplaine thatfele god Mars hisrage, . Tir 


28 Alasthatfateto State ſhould be ſofell S KC 

=== Had Ibcenmieaner borte Iknow right well The 
There had no enuie vndermin'd my State, F 
Nor fortune foild the ſeat whereon I fate. | If 
While that my Kingly Sire Gorbodug raignd | *Or 
I had no care, in honorT did liue:: z Ont 
Would God I hadin that eſtate remain'd, - Int! 
Burt what vs fortune. wonted is ro giue, ' WW We 
Good hap that holds as water ina ftue : . Into 
She ſhowes a glimpſe of thouſand ioyes, and moe, V 
Which hidesin ittenthouſand ſeas of woes v 
Thar hatefull helliſh hag of vglic hue, 1 Wl Fore 
Withruſtie teeth and meygre corps misſhape, For 
I meane that monſter vile, the worſt in view, Fort 


Whom ſome call Diſcord, enmre,ire and hate : 

She ſet my brotherfitrſt with meatbate: .. 

When we fiue yeares had raigned ioyntly well, 
By her entiſements, foule atftrife we fell; 


Reap Forrex.' 
Weliu'd that fpace well in this noble Ile, 
Diuided well we ioyntly did enioy !. - - | 
The Princely ſeat, while Fortune faire did fmile, 
Without diſdaine, hate, diſcord or anoy : 
Euen as our father raign'd the noble Roy 
In wealth, peace,praiſe,purport,renowne and fame, 
Without the blots of cucrlaſting blame. 


But when ambition bleared both our eyes, 

And haſtic hate had brother-hood bereft : 

We friendſhip faire and concord did deſpiſe, 

And fara part from vs we wiſdomeleft : 

Forſooke each other at the greateſt heft, 
Torule the kingdome both we left, and fell 
To warring, iarringlike two hounds of hell. 


For bounds we banded firſt on either ſide, 

And did incroach each one on othersright, 

Tinlarge the limits of our kingdome wide, 

We would not ſticke oft times in field to fight, 

The wretched ground had ſo bewitcht our Fake. | 
For why, * the earth that once ſhall cate ys all, 
Is th'only cauſe of many Princes fall, 


*Onth'earth we greeue the ground for filthie gaine, 
On th'earth we cloſe the earth r'inlarge our land, 
In th'earth we moile with hunger, care, and paine, 
We cut, we dig thence filuer, gold, and ſand, 
Into her bowelsby the force of hand, 
With ſteele andiron we dodig profound, 
Working her woe to make our ioyes abound, 


Forth'earth forget we God, (vnfaithfull fooles) 
For ground forſake we faith and all our friends ; 
For th'earth we ſet our ſelues to ſubrill ſchooles, 
Of ground like ſwine we ſeeke the fartheſt ends, 
We ſpoile the ground thatall our living lends, 
Of ground to winne aplata while todwell 
We-yenter lives, andicnd out ſoulestohell;. -  .-/: - 


T1 
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76 King Forrex. 
If we behold the ſubſtance of a man, 

How he is made of Elements by kind, 

Ofearth, of water, aire, and fire :than 

We would full often call ynto our mind, 

Thatall our carthly ioyes weleaue behind : 
And when wepaſle to th'earth we turneto rot : 
Our pompe, our pride, and glorie isforgot, 


The fire firſt receiues hisheateagaine, 
The aire the breath bereaues away by right : 
The watrie and the earthly parts remaine, 
OfElements compoſed ſcarce ſolight, 
And inthe ground aplace isfor them dight. 
The n_— drie, the bones conſume to duſt, 
The wormes with fleſh ſuffice their greedie luſt, 


But we forget our compoſition old, 

Both whence we came, and whereunto we ſhall : 

We ſcarce remember we be made ofmould, 

And how the earth againe conſumeth all. 

This great forgerfulnes breeds Princes thrall, 
While preſent ioyes we gaze vpon, meane while 
A fading bliſſe doth all our wits beguile, 


All this I ſpeake to th'end it may aduiſe 

All Princes great, and noble peeres that are, 

Tolearne by me therather to be wiſe, 

And to abandon hate and malice farre. 

To baniſh all ambitious bloodie warre : 
Toliue content inpeace, with their eſtate : 


For * miſchiefe flowes from diſcord and debate, 


And now lle tell what diſcord vile hath done 
To me King Forrex, Thus thecaſe itſtood : 
I thought indeed to haue ſome caſtles wonne 


And holds, which were my brothers, ___ and good, 


So mightI intercept his vitailes, forrage, food, 
Abate his pride, obtaine the kingdome all : 
Mc thought thohalfes portion was toomail, 


Mr > > rj i» 


ſoot, 


King Farrex. 
Ther's no man takes an enterpriſe iti hand, 
But he petſwades himſelfe it is not ill : 
He hath of reaſons eke in Reed to ſtand 
As he ſuppoſeth framed wiſebyskill, 
So I was led by reaſonnide, to kill. 
My brother, if Icaught him atthenicke, 
Becauſe the quarrell firſt he gan to picke. 


And for becauſe I was the elder Prince, 
The elder ſonne, and heire-ynto the crowne : 
Me thought no law, nor reaſon could conuince 
Me from the fa, though I did beathim downe.. 
This was my way to winne and reape renowne, 
Idid prouidean armie ſtrong for field, 
Not farre from where I hop'd to cauſe him yeeld, 


And ſundrie ſharpe aſſaults on each we gaue, 
On purpoſe both enflamed for to fight : 
We had inparle heard the counſell graue 
Of wiſe and worthie men, perſwading right. 
Itpitie was (they faid) ſofoule a ſight. 
That brethren twaine, both Princes of a land, 
Should take at home ſuch wofull warres in hand, 


But where ambition dwelles is no remorce, 

No countries loue, no kindred holden kind, 

Nofeare of God, no ſentence wile of force- 

Toturne the heart, or mollifie the mind. 

Good words are counted waſting of your wind, 
The gaine propoſde, the crowne aud ſcepter hie, 
Are th'only things whereat men gazeand prie, 


Atlength my brother for to end the ſtrife, 

Thoughtbelt to worke the ſureſt way to win. 

He found the meanes to take away my life, 

Before which time the warres could neuer lin. . 

How much might better both contented bin! | 
For * hope will ſlip, and hold is hard to ſnatch, : 
Where blood nk the hands that come to catch... 


"Thus. . 


78 King Porrex. 


Thus our ambition bred our ſubieRts ſmart, 


Ourbroiles powr'd out their guiltleſſe blood on ground : 


Which vile device of mine ambitious heart 

Procured /ouemy purpoſe toconfound, 

Therefore beware ye wights whoſe wealths abound, 
Content your ſelues inpeace to ſpend your daies, 
By vertues goodaloft your names to raile : 


HOW KING 
PORREX WHICH SLEW HIS 
brother,was ſlaine by his owne mo- 


ther and her matidens, about the 
yeare before Chri#t, 
491. 


PASSTY An curſed Caine that caitiue ſcuſe himſelfe, 
> That flew hisbrother Abelinnocent ? 

5% Or Typhon who for ſtate and worldly pelfe 
= Hisdeare O/irzs downe to Lymbo ſent? 
King Dardn then to do the like may trie, 
They ſlew their brethren each : and 6 didT, 


The witch © Medzarent in pieces ſmall 

eAb/irtulimbes her brother, did not ſhe? 

. Shethrew him in the way diſmembred all, 

That ſo her fathers journey ſtai'd mightbe, 
Orodes ſlew his brother Merhridace : 
And ſodid I my brother in debate. 


Learchus ſlew his brother for the Crowne, 

So did Cambyſes fearing much the dreame : 

e Antioch of infamous renowne 

His brother ſlew, to rule alone the Realme, 
Ardiexs did the like for Kingdomes ſake : 

SoImy brothers lite away did take, 


AS Ka 


tn © %. 


Kane Forrex. 


eMempricizzlewde of life likewiſe did kill 
His brother Manlins, for the ſame intent 2 
Theſe Princes vile were brother ſlayers ill, 
For kingdomes ſake vnnaturally bent, 
But reade the ſtories, thou ſhalcfind it plaine 
Thebloodie wretchesall were after ſlaine. 


Euen ſo I Porrex eke, which ſlew my brother, 
And ruled once the Britaine land with him, 
Vnkindly kil'd was by my cruell mother, 
Which with her maidens chopt me euerylimme, 
As llay ſleeping on my bedatreſt, 
Into my chamber full and whole they preſt, 


Appointed well they were with weapons ſharpe, 

Andboldly laid on me with all their might : 

Oft quite and cleane they thruſt me through the hart, 

And on my corps each where their weapons light. 
They chopt me ſmall (I fay) as fleſh to por, | 
And threw me out, my limbes yet trembling hot. 


CanIcomplaine of this reuenge ſhe raught, | 
Sith Iprocur'd the ſlaughter of her ſonne? 
CanTexcuſe my ſelfe deuoid of faur, 
Which my deare Prince and brother had fordonne? 
No; tis too true that * who fo ſlayesa Kin 
Incurres reproch, and ſlaughter blood doth bring. 


Thetraytors to their Prince haue alwaies bin 
Asſlayers of their parents, vipers brood : 
The killers of their brothers, friends, and kin, 
Inlike degree well nigh of treaſon ſtood. 
Bur what by this win they, ſaue death, defame, 
Diſtaine their blood, and ſhroud rhemſelues with ſhame. | 


Example take you Princes of this land, 
Beware of diſcord, ſhun ambirious pride : 

By right take ye rhe _ in your hand, 
| t 


Let not your {word with ſoueraignes blood be dide, 


The mighrie /oxe, that raignes eternall aye, 
Cuts oft the Kin gs that enter in t1.2t waye. 


, Viurpers 


8© King Pinnar. 
Vſurpers may perſwade themſelues a while 
There is no God, no lawes of ſacred crowne: 
No wrong they do, no murther ſeemeth vile, 
Nor nozeſpett of Princely high renowne. 

But if they could conſider well the caſe, 

They would not ſoaſpire to Princes place. 


| They would example take by Lacifer, 

That was caſt downe, the father firſt of pride: 

And all his impes how high ſo ere they were, 

Viurping Rocking and Kingdomes far and wide, 
From light to darke,from throne to thrall they fell: 


From bale to blifſe and downe from heauen to hell, 


Sufficient heere is ſaid to warne the wiſe, 

For he by prudence oft forecaſts the doubt : 

The foole is bent all warnings to deſpiſe, 

He runneth headlong with the raſcall rout, 
Then if thou caſt to liveat reſt a ſubie good, 


Touch not the Prince, crowne, ſcepter, nor his blood, 


HOV KING PIN: 
NAR WAS SLAINE IN BAT- 
taile by Mulmucizs Donwallo,abour 


the yeare before ChriF, 


4 4 Te 
td | lght oftentimes right ouerrunnes too faſt, 
\ þ ) Rightafter comes and hopes to have hisowne: 
Sb And when he ouertakes might at the laſt; 


Men neuer reape no other, then was ſowne, 
If goodbe gaine, the better comes the crop, 
The grape groweson the yine and not the hop. 


Then is the truth of all the quarrell knowne, 


lc 4 2. 


£ ng Pinnar ® 
Ofthisnow ſpoken, this would Iinferre, 
Men may by mighta kingdome long withhold 

Not due to them : butthey far better were 

Toyecld ynto the right, what reaſon would. 

Good mettals bides the touch, which tries the gold, 


When copper counted counterfeit in caſt, 
Is deem'd but drofle and called inatlaft. 


Lam that Pinar, who when Brutw blood 
Extinted was in bloodie Porrex raigne, 
Amongſt the Princes in contentionſtood, 
Who in the Britaine throne by right ſhould raigne 2 
Mongſt whom by might apartIdid obtaine, 
That part of Albion call d Logria hight, 
Ididlong time yſurpe againſtall right. 


Stater who ſtept into the Scottiſh throne, 

And Radacke, that viurptthe Cambrian crowne 

Their minds to minedid frameand ioyn'd in one, 

Tokeepe the Corniſh Prince ſtout Cloren downe, 

Twixt whom and vs in fighting, forrenowne 
Faite Ladie Albion Europes wondred Ile, 
Rob'd of her beautie was, alas the while, 


- WH Duke Cloter, though aman of worthie praiſe, 
Whoclaim'd the crowne as due to him by right: 
Could notpreuaile till death did end his daies, 
His fonne AAnlmucins that yndaunted Knight 
Purſu'd hisfathersclaime with all his might, 
4nd meeting vs in many abloodie field, 


Arlength in manly fight did make vs yeeld. 


HeLion-like himſelfe with his tall troope 
Ofnimble Corniſhmert vs on the way, 
And to his conquering arme did cauſe ys ſtoope, 
The price of treaſon I with blood did pay, | 
My wrong deem'd right appear'd in my decay. 
Who ſoby violence ſcales the throne of State, 
Seldome fits ſure, but falles by oo fate, 


3 NT l 
HOW KING 


STATER OF SCOTLAND. 


was {laine by Mulmucins Don'wallo, 
about the yeare before Chritt, 
4 4 Is 
=—z Eſt not hiſtories truly to tell | 
)y RGON $ Thefall of yſurpers the mirrours of pride. _ 
Fh=<22 q Recite of our treaſons, and how that we fell, 
$H Intruders yntruſtic the Realme for to = : 


| YL 
Sm Of wit and of reaſon reckleſle and wide, 
That tooke ſo ypon vs to rule all the land, 
No Princespreſum'd yet with ſcepter in hand. 


How ſtately IStater ofScotland the King, 

Did beare me full ſtoutly when I had the crowne ; 

And whata greatarmie of Scots Idid bring, 

Againſt Lord Dowwallo, of noble renowne. 

I deemed dame Fortune would neuer ſo frowne, 
Who made me a Prince, thatkingdome my pray, 
Oflate but aſubieRtandſumple of ſway, 


But heere now behold how ſteadie the ſtate: 
Of climbers aloftis aboue their degree; 
And how they dofall from fortune to fate, 
Example arc ſuch as my fellow and me, 
The fruit giues a taſte of the fapof the tree; 
The ſced of the herbe,the grape of the vine :- 
The worke wrayes the man,ſeeme he neuer fo fine, 


For when I had leuicd anarmie to fight, 

I ioyned with Pinnar, my power to preuaile :- 
And Raudacke of Wales came eke with his might; 
CMulmucius Donwallo the King to aſfaile, 

Our purpoſe the Prince by prowes did quaile, 


Which came out of Cornewall, vs vanquiſht in field, - 
Our ſouldiers.wereſlaughterd, or forcedtoyceld.”' 


2 
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O fortune blame thee, my ſelfe more ynwiſe 
Thougau'ſt me a kingdome, with life Iitloſt, 
My ſouldiers were killed before mine owne cies, 
Or forced to yeeld, or abandon the coaſt. 
Inecd not of honor or dignitie boaſt, 
Or tell ofmyriumphes, or crake of my cxowne : 
*The vyaunt of yſurpers is yoid of renowne, 


HOW KING 
RVDACKE OF WALES WAS 


ſlaineby Mulmacins Donwallo about 
the yeare before Chrift, 


4471. 


CAMs Roundneſle eſteem'd bur little of the globe, 


Therudenefle of rebels reaching the crowne, 

Maybe compar'd to Bladhuds fond diuice. 

Better fit ſill then fall ſo far adowne, 

By my miſhaps let other men be wiſe. 

My felfe of climbing hauepai'd well the price, 
That rudely in throne my ſelfe did inſtall 
Aloft, not regarding how low Imightfall, 


When Britaine wasreſtleſſe, wanting 2 King, 
(For Forrex hight and Porrex both were ſlaine) 
The land many peeres ambitious did wring, 
Endeuouring eachthe Kingdome to gaine. 
The heires to forſake it wrong did conftraine, 
The ſubie&s were armed, we nobles did ftriue, 
Arlength we amongſt ys dugion contriue, 
2 


84. Ring 6 ac ke . 
Then recklefſe we were when all wasatreſt, 
And each had a kingdome allotted his part : 
The vice of the ſubieQts daily increaft, 
Andiuſtice andright were laid quite apart. 
Thelawes unto by couineand craft, 
And wethatdid gouerne did winke at this geare: 
The worſer thereby, our faithfull friends were, 


The ball that dame Fortune emparteth of bliſſe 

Is golden to gaze on, butyoluble round: 

If once of your handfaſt in holding you miſle, 

Away then itroleth, and you are on ground, 

Of watchers thereon ſo many bra 
Andcatchersthereat,with ſnatching therefore, 
That if once youlceſe it, youcatchitno more. 


A Chirurgian that taketh awound for to cure, 

If skilfull and carefull he ſearcheth it furſt : 

The ſea-man doth ſound to take the depth ſure, 

By wiſdome well taught for feare of the wort. 

But our vile ambition, blind, blockiſh, accurſt, 
Not p_ g the ſore, norreckoning the ſound, 
Our ſhi 


Ambition out ſearchethto glorie the greece, 
The aire to eſtate, the graple of grace : 
Butin her is hid ofperill apeece, 
Which all our attempts doth dimme and deface. 
We do enioy her vaine ioyes buta ſpace, 
Short, brittle as glaſſe : falſe faire giuing light : 
.Not golden, though glittring brauc in the fight, 


For when ſhe hath brought ys vnto the throne, 
And Fortune hath frank vs with honor atfill : 
Then there to fit ſedie and rule all alone 

We racke our deuices, and ſcud with our skill. 


Wecut off occurſions ; weprole, pole, —_— : 
ih, thy" 


We bolſter, we bandout, to bribe;ban 
The pillers of pradence thatftiridin our way. 


psandour fcience we ſinke and confound. 


Our 
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ing Rudacke. 
Ourraceis thenreftles,our —_ gvnſound: 
Our waking is warfare,our walking hath woe : 
Our talking is truſtles,our cares doe abound: . 
Our fauners deemd faithfull,and friendſhippe a foe. 
Which troubles our fancies ſo toſt to and froe, 

That ſcarcely wee neuer inioy any reſt 

Tormented, whom Fortune exalted and bleſt, 


This thing can I witnefle what troubles enſue, | 
What cares doe vs compas enhaunſed aloft : 
Itherefore wiſhrebels to take better view 
Ofthefalles of iutruders,recorded ſo oft, 
Whoclimeth ſo-high his fall is not ſoft, 

Ifonce hee doe / ——_ or falter aſide, 

He cannot recouer the reſt for to guide, 


When Iwho with others did thinke my ſelfe ſure, 
Hereruled the realme, there fell out a flawe: 
Donrallo did ſeeke the Crowne toprocure, 
Allcaging a title theretoby the lawe, 
Who,when to field our powers we did draw, 
Came ſtraight with an hoaſt prepared to fight, 
With (word for to tric out whoſe title was right. 


Our number was great,our title vniuſt: 
Our conſciences guilty,our ſoudiers agaſt : 
Domallo with honour had ſouldiers of truſt: 
AndFortune was friendly to them as they paſt. 
They ſlew of our men by manhood full faſt, 
Or forſt them to flie : in the field wee were faine 
T oppoſe them(poorePrinces)and ſo we wereſlaine, 


Firſt Pinnay,then Stater,I Rudacks likewiſe 

Ar laſt was with number oppreſſed diſpatcher. 

Let Lordings beware howaloft they doe riſe, 

By Princes and commonstheir climing is watcht. 

No ſooner they haue at the ſcepter once ſnatche, 
But guilt x hank dayiens worthy to die, _ 
And God: powerfull juſtice ſuch _—_— doth hie. 
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HOW THE NOBLE 
| King Brennus,after many triumphant” 


ceviftories,at the ſiege of Delphos in Greece ſlew 


himſclfe,about the yeare before 
':' 'Chritt, 37 5 
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TR Mongſt the noble martiall worthy men, 
&2 Renowned farre,viRtorious greatof fame, | 
©) Though Authors ſound my praiſe:eftſoones agen 
42S SY Amongſt the Britaine Princes write the ſame. | 
I am that Britaine once that Brews had toname:. : 
My facts,exploits in warre,my conqueſts life and end 
Doe writeasIrecite,when time doth leaſure lend, 


The mightie Monarch of this noble Ile | 
Mulmucins who with conquering blade did free 
The Britans troubled Rate from tyrants vile, - 
Was father both to Be/inus and me, 
His noble as and lawes commendedbee. 
This Belinus(mine elder brother)was his heire, 
And Queene Corwenza was our mother wiſe and faire, 


—— ITE. 
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When after him my brother had the crowne, 

Hee was content to make me ckea king: 

He gaue mee Albany,where with renowne 

I rulde a while by Iuſtice euery thing. 

But at the laſt ambition made me bring _.. 
Anarmy thence,againſt my brother for tofight: 
Which rather ought thaue honord him _ homage right. 


When ZBelinus perceiued mee approach 
Vnto his Realme,an army hee addreft: 
Hee warned mel ſhould not ſeeke t'incroach 
That was not mine,for hee was ready preſt 
Me to repell : hee wild mee bee atreſft.. 
I marched on, the armics mert,wee moms hve 0p ; 


My ſouldiers ſlaine,tofauc my ſelfe byflight I ſought, 
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To Norway then,I fled for ſuccour hence; 
Where good E/ſmgnsreigndethe gentle King: 
Itold him what Iwas,and eke of whence, 
Defirde his aide,me homeagaine to bring. 
And henotonly graunted me this thing, 
Butcke his daughter Samye faire to bee my wife, 
With me in Albany to leade a Princely life, 


Butwhile we were prouiding ſhips and men, 
The fameabroad of my returne was ſpread: 
And Guthlakethat was King ofDenmarke then, 
Prouided with a nauiemee forlead. 
Hiscie on Samyes beautie had fo fed, 
Thatfor her ſake he muſt perforce my ſhips forlay, 
By force of armes to beare the Lady faire away, 


And when our nauies met, hee wilde me yeelde 

This Lady ftraight,or elſe defend the cauſe: 

Athing(quoth Irequeſted erſt bur ſeelde, 

Againſt of Gods and men the ſacred lawes. 

Ithathnot erſt bene heard 'mongſt wiſe men ſawes, 
Thatany King ſhould claime the like by ſtrife, 
Ormake affaultby wrong to winne a Princes wife, 


From words to fight we fell on either ſide, 

But on his fide the conqueſt did appeare: 

I yeelded her that liſted ſcarce abide, 

Forſheto him before did fauour beare. 

Bytempeſt then our nauies ſeuered were, 

And heperforce byſftorme on ſhores of Britaine caſt, 
For tribute hoſtage gaie to Be/me cre he paſt, 


At ſeas turmoilde fiue daies with raging winde, 
Sore wearied with the fight, the foile,and lofle: 
Andcaſting with my ſelfe in woefull minde, 
The cauſe why ſo God Weptwne did me tofle: 
And why falſe fortune my attempt did crofſe : 
I made a voWe' to kill the mani that cauſdeme flye, 
Or withmybloud;che kin yo all fromhimto buy, 
4 | 
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The Seas alaid,at laſt my ſhipsT found,” ' 

And rigde againe,at ſeas wemetoour foes 

The wandring Danes, where we beſet them round 

In warlike ſort,we did them all incloſe, 

Euen fo the wheele of Lady Fortune goes, + 
AbieRs,caſts downe,turnes toplie toruie quight, 
The men of late extold with all her maine andmight, 


Theſe ſhips my wants in ſome reſpe& ſupplied 
With ockle arm and the reſt : - 
And fo to Britaine land apace Ihide, 
For kingdome loſt ro make againerequeſt : 
Or elſe by mightand force away to wreſt 
The ſcepter frommy brother Belie,and the crowne, 
Which lay that time by North at Euerwike the towne. 


Toland 1 came, and threatned Belzme ſore, 
But hean armie did with ſpeed addrefle : 
Which met me ſtraightat th'entry on the ſhore, 
Our battailes joind and fought with valiantneſle, 
But I was put inth'end to ſuch diſtreſſe 
To ſhipsI flew,and tooke a few with me beſide, 
And hoiſing failes,for hap to Gallia ftrandsI hide, 


Arriued there,]I trauaild long to ſee 

The nature of the Countrey and the men 2 

And for my purpoſe I diſpoſed mee, | 

To pleaſe the Princes and the people then, 

In hope to ſee my countrey once agen, 
To win my noble rn Fong to wreacke the wrong 
That Iuſtaind exilde from natiue ſoile ſolong. 


When I had tolde the great miſhaps Thad ' 
Vnto the Peeres of Fraunce, ſome aide to crauet- 
I could obtaine no ſuccour me to glad, 
Nor men, munition, ſhips, ne vittailes haue, 
I gate me thence to Duke Seginws graue, 
Of Prouence then the Prince, renowned noblefarre, 


For prudence prompt in peace,and-wiſdome great in warre, 


This 


This worthy Duke receiuedme'withi' ioy, - 
(For of afflited wights be hatl remorce) 
He heard me oft declare thegreat anoy 
That I had felt, and of my brothers force. 
How Gatblackedid my wife and me diuorce : 

The broilesat Sea,the toiles Itaken bad at land : 

Which neuer could the face of Fortunes foile withſtand, 
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ThouBritaine tall (quoth he) I wen nas 
Thou noble Prince (for ſqthouartinſihowe) 
IfI could now reſtore thee thine eſtate, :-* - 
| Thouſhouldſpetcejue what fauour Ithee owe, 
Tis Fortunes vſe texaltand ovjerthrowe, ' . 
My counſaile then is this, expe her grace a while, 
Till where ſhee frownes ſheeturne her friendly face andſmile, 


Soin his court he did me interraine, - _—_ bit 
Wherclong Iliu'd and bare my ſelfe full well : _ [2j"3) 
Sometimes to play the captaine I was faine, 
To win ſome 5 fm cauſes did compell, 
For when his Fdic&s cither didreþell, ,. - 

Or confines jade inroads,tofpoile or pray his land, 

Then appointed was to take the warre in hand, 


Inarmour fearce,and Rtout,and firong was I, 

God Mars me gaue aſtearne and ftormie looke :. 

With ſeates of arme$ by land or ſeas totry, 

Experience taughtme what Tyndertooke... 

Nopaine,no toile nor daunger I forſooke,” | 
That might content the noble Duke of Sauoisminde, 
Whoſe bounteous grace,for aye my loue to him did bind, 


Inpeace full milde I was, of comely grace, -.. - 
And wiſe in take,astime occaſion Hae TE S+ 1310 
And (though I fay't) I had a Princely face, 


Icould both hunt and hawke, and court iitbraue.. 

Eke Fortunes paſt had made meſageand.graue: 
More heedy all attempts to chat 4 with skill :: 
Raſhnes (by poofe I found ).ingurs the greateſt.ill, 


When 
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A regall Britaine Prince, royall bloudz #2 (ht 


How Iemploide my ſelfe andall myart, -*- - om bets 


Mine actue feates with grace and prowes good 
To ſerue,and quaile hisfoes that hinvwithſtood c 
He gaue his Daughter viito mea pecrleſſe dame, - 


With her his Dukedome after him to guidethe ſune, = 


By her(when hee was deade)ISaubye had, 
A countrey fertile, famous for theſoile, * | -- 
With hiberall gifts the ſouldiers hearts I glad, 
To winne the reſts good wilt Trooke ſometoile; - 
By banquets, iewels,gifts,or warlike broile: 
Still vſingall the meanes robeiſancetheromoue, 
Eke all the wayesthatmight allure them mecoloue. 


And fetled fo in honour great atiteſt, * 
Without the feare bf forraine foes; ornie: 

I muſed what for Britaine warres was beſt, - 
Which way I might againemyquarelltrie, 
Such reſtles heades haue theytharfit on hie; -- 


- 
o . 4 . 


O pooreeftate;howbleſtwere'thou that 


A councell called for the ſameintent, '' 
I told the Lordsmy purpoſe for the warre: | 
How Ito haue my kingdome herewasbent; >: +v -2+-2 


They all agreedto leuy neete"andfarrey ” 571509063 anno ting; 
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Such ſouldiers good andeqptaines/Rout that were,” "1" 
They offered ſeruice eke themſelves to fare with mee, 
To winne the crowne by ſword, or elsreuenged bee. 


Concluding thus,a powreprouidedwas,”” : 
Munition good,and vitiites;ſhipping firotg: BON CEO! 
On voiage ſo with hoiſe@failes weepaſſe, ' .* 7 btn! 
Wecut the ſeas,and carhe apace along 

ToBritaine ſhores: Inhope to wrecke the wrong | 


Ml | fuſtbelow;/> 1) : 
How happy Hafeand fiire,if thou th y Rate couldiknow?! 


£ 


That oft before was done;or wirine the land a aine:' 240.01 
Whence whilome twice wasto fly withdaitger faine; - | 


When 
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When we were landed here;I:Heroldsſent; ;-:-/ +}, - ---- 
To claime my Kingdomeathis hands;tny rights --;) 
Thad them, if he were notfo content; c © --* {+ + | 
To ſound defiance, fire, and fword,and fight... 
But ofmy meſſage hee eſteemed light. '-' ior 22 
Hee breoghamatpane Rodney) 74] 
Ofbattaile,then totry who beares the Crowneaway,. | 


This when our mother ſawe: Corwenna wile, 

That mortall warres we wage for kingdome ſake: 

Shee with her ſelfe did many waies deuiſe,..._ ,,. . 

A peace betweene her Mattiall ſonnes to make, .. . 

And with the Lords full oft did connſell take, - - 
Yetallin vaine:there could no parle of peace preuaile, 
But on we marcht agreed each other to affaile, 


The fcelds once pight,and time of battaile come, 
Inplace where ſhouldbee tride this quarell fad, 
Inarmour eke the ſouldiers all, and ſome, 
With all the force that might ſo ſoone bee had, 
We captaines vſing ſpeech our men to glad, 
Tincourage them with promiſe proud of laſting fame: 
Tweene th'armies Corwenna ſtood thatnoble dame, 
Andthus ſhee ſpake: Rs | 
» Ooutalas my ſonnes what meanes this broile? 
,, Wil you in field my tender bowels harme? ' 
» What furies force you thus Cunkindly toile? 
» What meane your men forſlaughter hereto ſwarme? | | 
» Did notthis wombe once bothincloſe you warme? | 
» Andcannotnow all Britaine hold you brethren twaine, 
» But needesby one of you his brochermal be {laine? 


, Cannot the feare of Tones immortall hate, 

»» Your mothers teares,nor woeſull wailings moue? 

»» Nor naked breſfts you ſuckt your malice flake? 

2 Nor cauſe Cimbrace the ſacred lore of loue? 

» Ocuerlaſting ove that liu'ſt aboue! 

» ThenlIproteſtere youdoe fight the feelde this day, h 
» Youſhallinfield(yngratefull ſonnes)your wotullmother aw | 
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is . , . 
»» Betweene you both youſhallbercauemy life, 
,, What woes (my ſonnes) aliueſhall I ſuſtaine, - 
,, WhenT ſhall after this ambitious ftrife, 7h G1 
,» So many ſee of both your ſubieCtsſlaine? 7 
,» And you with brothers bloud your ſwords diſtaine, 
Je I ſhall(TYay)in eh'end ofghe take woefull yewe, 
s1my ſonne his brother ſlewe, 


,» O rathernow,my ſonnes,leaue offtoiar, - 

,» Lay weapons both afide,take truce a while: 

»» If you doe loue to ſpend your time in war, 

» Deftroy not here athome your natiue Ile: 

,» Thepreſent cauſe and quarell istoo vile. - 

Toine friendly both your arinies faith,and firme the ſame, 
To take ſome conqueſt great in hand of laſting fame. 


Of that my fonne,which 


3, 


33 
2, 


93 Therein you may with greaterhonour deale, 

»» By this you ſhall defame your ſeluesfor aye; -_ 

»» Thereby you may enlarge your publique weale, 

»» By this your ſeluesand it ſhall quite decay. . 

»» Thereby you ſhall mitie age with honout ſtay. 

»» Thereby you ſhall moſtlike your noble father bee.: 

35 Which ere he wore the crowne did conquer kingdomes three, 


«+, Once for my ſake then joine yet hands againe, 

»» Let me entoy once bothbefore Tdie. | - 

»» 1 would to ſee you friends my ſonnesbeefaine, 

»» And hope I haue you will not this denie, | 

»» Iaſke athing ſhall neuerhurtperdy., _ 

» Forifyounow 7 0s as brethren well, 

2» Thenall the world of this your concord aye ſhall tell, 


And turning then to me chus wiſeſhe faid-: | 
»» Thou knoweſt, my ſonne,how rwice thou haſt been foild: 
»» Thou twice to ſcape withlife waſt wellapaide,  *- 
»» And fince full farre to countries traunge haſt toild, 
», If now thou ſhouldſt of life andall bee ſpoilde, 
» (Whenliue thoumaiſtinPrincely ſort with peereleſſc ioy) 
» | Whattonguecantell chy mothers griefeand great anoy. 4 

I heare 


-_ 
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Theare thou haſt inFrance a Dukedome good, 

« Ofſubie&s good thouhaſtanarmie heere : 

© Thou haſt a wife that came ofnoble blood, 

«Thou need ft at home no foes at all to feare. 

« What mean'ſt thou then ſuch morrall hate to beare, 

© Againſtmyſonne thy brother heere, which gaueto thee 
His kingdotne halfe, the noble land of Albany? 


(Sith thine ambition firſtprocur'd the ftrife, 
«Which did Rt in armourriſe againſt thy King, 
* Apainſtthy brother lou'd thee more then lk 
Thoudid'ft thy ſubieRs his againſt himbring, 
©Think' thou it was a wiſe or worthie thing ? 
Ifnot : thou haſt good cauſe thy treaſonall confeſle : 
And though hedrauethee hence, to loue himne're the lefle, 


© Thou ſhalt therefore ſubmit thy ſelfe tome, 
And take a truce, a peace I willconclude ; 
©Thybrother eke ſhall ſo contented be, 
Noquarrels old ſhall be againe renew'd. 
| +broiles haue oft my cheekes with teares bedew'd, 
© Myheartisrent, my hope bereau'd, my ioyes are gone, 
© Mylifeisloſt, if you conioyne not both in one. 


*Thenturning vnto Belinwſhe ſpake : 
© My noble ſonne (quoth ſhe) thou twice haſt quail'd 
* Thy brothers power, and mad'{t him twiceforſake 
His natiue land, which I haue oft bewail'd. 
*What though thou haue fo oftbeforepreuail'd, 
* Think'ſtthouagainethethird time cke to win the field? 
© Orartthouſure to ſlay my ſonne, or force him yeeld? 


© What glorie canſt thou getthereby inth'end ? 
&« Will not the world of your foule flaughters cell ? 
© Will not they all that live, ſtill diſcommend 
«© The man that did his ownedeare brother quell? 
« (Mempricixs ſhamefull aRtsare knowne too well, 
© And Porrex Britaines both, theirnoble brethren ſlew, 


© Confoundedafter both, examples good for you.. No 
| Now 
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« Now further this againeto-both Iſay : 


& Donot you rue theſe nobleſouldiers good? A 
«© Donot you ſee how many you ſhall{lay? Ti 


« Haue you nocare toſhed their guiltlefſe blood? 0 
<« The ſtate of tyrants neuer ſtable ſtood, | 94 
<< Bybloodſhed they dobuild, and prop their tottering State, 

«© Raigne, liveanddiedeſpiſde, inneuer dying hate, , 


« You noble men, in briefe I peaketo you, T 
& And vnto all the Captainesof your bands : In 
« And eke toall you ſouldiers goodand true, _ Ti 
« Which have the ſway of bloodſhed:iin your bands. A 
Conſider well the tate of both ourlands : M 
&« Youſhall decreaſe yourforce, by diſcord and by ſtrife, 
« Diſtaine your bloods, and reaue Conrennas of her lite, 


cc Then if thateither /oges immortall ire, 

& (Which euer hated ſlaughters ſuch as theſe) 

cc Or feare of Pl/utoescuerlaſting fire, 

« Or dangers threatned both by land and ſeas, 

© Or mothers mind (which both you oughtto pleaſc) 
«© Orcountricsloue, or peace (which all are bound timbrace) 
c« Mayoughtperſwade, then letmy iuſt requeſt haueplace., 


< Tf not, loc heere my naked breaft (quoth the) 

« Which once youboth didſucke in tenderage, 

« Let both your ſwordsinthefe firſt bathed be, 

« Perhaps this ſlaughter ſhall your thirſts aſlwage. 

<« Tt ſhall be countedeuen as ſmall outrage: -- 

« Toſlayyourmotherpleading fora righteous peace, 

« As wagethe warres which gods commands youto ſurceaſe, 
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Much more ſhe faid which wereteolopgtotell: - . 
And proffred forth to ſwords her-nakedbref.. / 

But when we both conſidered had full well 

Her wofull teares, her wiſe andgraue requeſt, 

They ſo to peace our hautie hearts addreſt, 

Welaid our weapons downe : we met, and didimbrace, - 
All warre was fet afide, and Ladie peace tookeplace, 


> 
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We ioyned hands, our captainesdidthe like, - 
And eke the ſouldiers linked allinloue : 
There was not one that did ourtruce miſlike, 
Our peace didall to ioy and maruell moue. | 
With many triumphes feates of armes weproue, 
Our ſubjeAsall reioyce, in ſongs we ſound Corwemnarpraile, 
Her fame to skies, aloft with many ſhouts and crics they raiſe. 


The Galles and Senonsthen ſuppoſing me 

In Britaine from my Dukedome hard atfighe, 

Thoughr great occaſion offred them to be, 

And ſet themſeluesin armes and order right. 

My ſubieQts eke of Sauoy day and night 
They did entice, perſwade, ſolicite and conftraine, 
Tochuſe another Duke at home with thenuro-raigne. 


| Whereof when ITheard tellin Britaine Ile, - 
Eke when my brother Belinethereof knew, . 
Welaid aſide our ſports and plaies a while, 
And of our ſouldiers tooke a muſter new, 
Ofboth our hoaſts we choſe a noble crew. 
Wepaſt the ſeas, asbrethren ought, in concord knit ; 
Andboth our force in one to conquer France we fit, 


Without reſiſtance much we ſpoil'd theland- 

Atthentric in, and after many fights | 

Weconquer'dall the Realme, my foes we fand, . 

Which were in armes ſtout, valiant, noble wights. 

By ſword they fell, or flew before our fights, | 
The Germans force, likewiſe that did theoi ſuccour ſend, 
We made to fall therefore, and toour ſcepters bend. 


Three hundred thouſand we in armour had, 
Anarmie greatrenown'd Europathrough : 
The Kings and Princes of our peace were glad, . 
We were in fight ſo puiſſant fierce and rough. . 
Munition, vicuals, money cke enough, 

We had of tributes ſtore; of duties in that came : 


Through all the world of Brenne and Beline flew the fame, q 
EY s E 
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To vs came ſouldiers outof many parts, 
And captaines worthie for the fame of warre, 
 Offierce Bellona braue we had the arts, 
Whereof we wanne the praiſc both neereand farre, 
But not with this we ſo contented are. 
| As Hercules to ſcalethe Alpes did firſt contend : 
So we againe (@ worke of toile) the cloudie Alpesaſcend, 


The craggie mountaines that dotouch the skies, 

With aged heads are cucr white with ſnow, 

The ſeasallow do rore, whence yapours riſT 

And from the hilles great ſtreamesof waters floc, 

The pathes ſo ſtricto paſſe which few do goe. 
Theice,ſhow,cold,clouds,rombling Rormes,and fights abou, 
Are able conſtant hearts with doubrfullfeare to mouc, 
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For as you go, ſometimes yr faine toreatch 
And hang by hands, to wendaloftthe way : 
And then on buttocks downe another breatch, 
With clbowes and with heeles ſelfe to ſtay, 
Downe vnder well behold the fireames you may, 
And waters wilde which from the mountainesfalling flow: 
Ore head the rocks hang threatning death to them below, 


<= A, Þh, by, hoy 


When we theſe Alpes had paſt with dangers great, P; 
To Cluſfium towne in Tuſcane land we came : A 
The Tuſcans as we droue our heards of neat. . 

{ 


Did iflue out tointercept the ſame, 

Ambaſlage to the Romans eke they frame, wW 
To helpe them 'gainſi the Galles (fo vs they counted there) 
Becauſe I wasof France, and Frenchmen with vs were. 


The Romans then, becauſe that our fucceſle To 
Reported was to them in warres before, WI 
—_—_— their owne eſtate could do no lefle, WI 
But aide theirneighbours now at need the more. Bet 
Totreate of peace theyſent tovstherefore. ef 

We anſwer'd we defirdbut ſpace wherein to dwell, ' 


Becauſc our peopled countrie could not hold ys well, 
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But they forgetting quite of armes the lawe, 
Did arme themſelues,ambaſladours full Koute ; 
With Clufians came to bring ysall in awe, 
Without reſpe of any "6 A doute, 
Whereon, the ſiege from Clufium walles about 
Weraiſed traight,atRome we ſounded loud alarmes, 
To wreake reuenge for breach done gainſt the law of armes. 


Yetfirſt we thought it beſt ambaſlage ſend, 

To haue truce breakers ſuch deliuered vs 

By law of armes as ought no weapons wend, 

Andyetagainſt the lawes came armed thus, 

They ſaid we were a people barbarous, 
They neither puniſh would nor yeeld thoſe Romanes good, 
But honour them: they came of, Fabixa noble blood, 


Full ſwiftly on we marched then-in haſte, - 

Andtowards Rome with all our power we hide : 

At Alia flood gan forty thouſand taſte 

OfRomanes that vs met what might betide, 

Weſlew them faſt,the reſt durſt not abide. 
We had the ſpoile,to Rome we came,which we poſleſſe : .- _ 
Athouſand waight of gold the Romanes paid for peace, '- 


Pannonia eke with broiles of warres we tame, 

Andmany yeares we kept them vnder yoke: 

The Princes all about that heard our fame 

Deſired peace,not daring vsprouoke,, 

We Britaines made Europa all to ſmoke, 

) To part our armiesthen in twaine we tooke no-doubr, 
And ſeuerall conqueſts tooke inhand,as captaines ſtout, 


To Macedonie Belime tooke the way, 
Whererai gned Pro/omethe tyrantfell, 
Which did his ſiſters ſonnes voiuſtly fla 
Before their mothers face,and her expell, 
eAr/inot thatyſde him earſt ſo well : 
Though by the gods he ſwareto take herto his wife, 
Andlouc herfonnes,and here botheas bereft of life, 


Bu 
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Euen fo that wicked King atfirft refuſde - 
To purchaſe peace with price, or hoſtage ſend, 
That had before the faith of Gods abuſde, 
Was deſtinate to haue a noughtie end. 
Let Princes well bewarewhat they pretend. 
* Who for a crowne breakes faith, and murders foule commits, 
He will be ſare tofall; on fliperiethrone he firs, 


Our cuſtome was that time to ſend each where 

Our Hearolds offering peace for tribute gold : 

But from King Prolome theſe newes we heare, 

No peace he crau'd, not#ibute pay he would, 

Ne friendſhip crau'd (as he the Hearold told) - 
Except our weapons laid adowne we would ſubmit, 
No arguments of peace he wouldadmit, 


King Belme ſmil'd to heare the heedleſſe King 
Raſh witred, ſo ſelfe=wild, andafter this 
The Dardanes offered twentie thouſand bring 
Of ſouldiers arm'd for aide, to ioyne with his, 
Quorh he, not loſt all Macedonieis, 
If we once conquer'd by: Alexandershand, 
Need we the Dardanes aide, theſe ttrangers to withſtand? 


We have (quoth he) ſome ſouldiers ſonnes of thoſe 

Which ſeru'd in pay withthemrhat vanquiſheall : 

And forour ſelues wenothing feare our foes; 

Alchough ourarmie ſeeme to Dardateſinall; | 

This when th'ambaſſadoursrefated aff -7 0: 7 hn D 
To good King Dardaxe, then this noble Realme (quothhe) 
By this yong princox pride, will alldifpoiled be. = 


With that alarme they crie, and atmies toyne; 

Where Britaines ſlay the Macetvnian crew? 

And haue for ſpoile their yituals, armour; coyne, 

Tooke Prolomey their King; and himthey flew, 

His head aboue the campe they beare for view 
On ſpeare,romaktethereſtofGreekesin doubt to land, 
Before theyenterpriſe totake:ſuch'wattesin handy > | 


On 
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K ing Brennus. 
On this the fame of Britainesfaize-wasdpred;:'7' >: -- | 


All Macedonie held theiscoumrey ſpoil dz ::: 
To eAlexarder (erſt their atmiesled) 5-7 ff 
And vnto Phitip, Princes neuetfoil'dy':r 

As vnto Gods they crieinwarrestormaiFd,.:': ; 
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O helpe (quoth they)-our countrey falles; we areyndone, | 


Without your powerful aides:whoſeaftstheyyerld haue won. 


But Sothenes a Macedonian ftour, *! 5-1 

When as the Britaines bathed in their bliſſe, 

Gate ynto hima warlike worthie rour, -; :'! - 

And ſet againe on Be/inethere and his, : 

Put him to foile for allkisworthinefle: 274-01 301; (1.4 
For which the ſouldiersall did chuſe him fortheir King, 
But them as captaine he againſt their foes would bring. 


When this in Greece heard, and their ſucceſle 
Firſt of the field they wan, andfollie then: 1 - 
Enricht with ſpoiles,giuenall coidlenefle, 
Which were before approued yaliantmen : 


| Tſoundretreate, and backwards gate agen, 


With ſeuen fooreand ten thouſandfootmen forthe fight, - 
- And fifteene thouſand horſe, which wwadea goodlyfight. . 


With theſe appointed wellmy friendstoaide '' 
The Britaines good, and Beline in that caſe, 

To Macedone Imartcht with yengefull blade 
Totake reuenge for Belinerlatedilgrace. t : :;i- - 


% 


Whereto when as we cain&, inlittle ſpace: >: my 


We wanithe field infight, we ſpoitdthelandacwill,) ' 


In pleaſures, plung'd wehad of wealth, and fame, our fill, - 


_ _ had FE Bond {OL OUT T9339 

ith ſpoile of mortallmbgiwasnotcontentz /// 3! 

Int oftheſeconqurt Miofngmaiogen £37199! 4 

The temples of the godsto ſpeileFment; : 7 7 

And towards Delphos withymine armiewent, - 
On high his cempleſtood moftglorious to behold, 
And god afgallesſhtineencichtwith'giftsof gold, / - 
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The rich and wealthy gods(quothT) maylend - eng 
To mortall men "za. o ra are great : 31 
They haue no neede thereof for to diſpend 
For clothing, viQuals,armour,drinkeor meate. 
But yet we muſt therefore theirprieſtsintreate. 
There is enough forthemand many moe beſide, * 
.Of offerings great,fromPrinces broughrboth farand wide, 


This Delphos is on mount Parnaffus faire 

In Greece, well fenſt with tifing rockes abour, 

By nature plaſte aloft in pleaſant ayre, - | 

So high to ſcale they needenofoestodoubr, 

No watch,no warde to keepe the walles abour:! | 
So ſtrong fteepependent are therockes whereon it ſtands : 
Asnotthelike could fince be made with mortall hands. 


When in this citie Thoutesaloude they make, 
Or when the trumpets ſound therein iis heard, 
The Ecchoes ſhrill ſo catife the skies torſhake, 
That ſtrangers ſtaring ftandand mule affeard. 
The words and tunes reſound againe fo hard, 
So oftentimes about fromeuery rocke ſo plaine, 
As if to:onethat cride, oneicride tohimagaine, 
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This made the men thatcame from far tomaze, 

To maruaile much,to feareand wonder till ; 

Andatthe fight thereof to ſtare andigaze, 

Deuiſing oft the high and mighty hill. \- +. | 

A building founded firftby heauenly skill- - - *- ff 
In citie built,and coſtly grau'dwith worke of hand; 
eApolloes temple highaboue the reſt doth ſtand, 


T's round theater wiſe ſo braue within: 77 (2 


Andlarge aloft wichongaanane : "4008.0 
So high i ſeemes impo Ca <7 je fy 
With comely forme the gazexto delights: © - 
The maieſtic whereof didthem inuite[ iv 0 11 5. 
That choſe tha ſeate,tere&tatemple inthe fame, 
Whercof forQiades was ſpreadiarwondrousfame. 
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Amid 


Amid'ithe height of this Parnafſushnownt -(,10111n 12 1 1 
A turning way Chergis, 06 ih eplaine-u-7; oc ; 
A den through rockes for deepnefie dothſurmount, 
And turning vaults far in, whenceanſweres vaine 
The Prieſts receiue from ſprites to tell againe. > 
When any.come for counſell there, of things toknow e 


Theanſwere of deluding {prites the Prieſts do ſhow. | 


Wherefore the Kings and peoples offerings brought, 

Fromall the world _ oat * nations Fl : 4 

With many gifts of gold and filuer wrought, 

The gold of Kings and ieywels rich were - 4 ICTE, 

To Delphos all they run that doubtfull are... | 
This was the madnesthen thatmortallmen bewitche ; 
Whereby Apolioes Temple was with gold ſoinricht, 


Lonow Itell at DelphoswhatI did, 

For towards it as with my matesI went, 

Them be of courage good nought feareTbid, 

With Delphos ſpoile them toreward Iment. 

Butnow Iaskthow they would giue conſent, 
Stout Exridane and Tbeſſalone Idid aflay, | 
Whereitwere goodto ſcale,oreliea while toflay.. 


The Captaines counſell wasalarme to call, 

Before the Grecians did prouidedefence : - 

And ftraight to ſcale ”_—_ Skill che mightic wall, 

Before the citie knew of ourpretence, - . _' 

The ſouldiers ſtout abroad encamped thence, ; 
And faid they muſtrefreſh their wearied limbes a ſpace, 
Vnablcelſe to ſcale, or meet theirfoes in face, | 


The Greekes in villages to make them trip 
Intreated them to make no ſpare of wine: ; 
The Britaine ſouldiersfell thereon to flip, grin i 
Forgate their feats of warre and plai'd the ſwine, __ Py 
Againſtheir captaineseke they ganrepine, +: +251! 
So that full long it was or we.could them perſade - 

Toflic hom Seoburboothes, nnd: tafagrine ab 
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Thoſe yn corn} ers and ſtatures all of goid 
e,moretichthen-glorious to behold, 


For onthe Temple ftood faire golden ſhapes, 

Andin the walles a 1 een ſhone : 

Not one of theſe (Quo che Britaines ſcapes, 

We ſouldiers ſhall poſſefſe then euery one. ' 

Let vs therefore not lingerhere vpon,: WEI 4-6 
But giue th'afſault : for heere the God Apolloespride, x 
Inprice of gold, and gemmes, ſurmounts all Greece befide, 


We haue or this the wealth of meripefſeſt n/ttoCinns "5 
(Yet worthie Princes all) ofmorrallmen:''' 
But heere the treaſures bf the Gods arepreſt - 
To looke for vs : ſhall we refuſe them then ? 
We ſhallnot ſo be proffered oft agen. *' | 
Within the walles heteofaregreater farreby oddes: 
Th'artire, crownes, feepters; plate and garniſh of the Gods, 
We ſound Alarame, th'affault the rockes affayes, 
Our ſouldiers brainficke, heedlefle vp aſcend : © 


The Delphos men had fenft the eaſieſt waies, 
So that againſt the rockes our foreewe bend.” 


With Gones the ſcaling Britainesdownethey hend,' © | A 


An earthquake eke by vowes the facrificersreare. 
Whith on my ſouldiers downe a mightie rocke did teare. 


The ground did ſhake, and rent, and tempeſtsriſe, | 

The Ct mightie fall, the thundersrore : 

The lightnings Aafhing dazled all our eyes, Fo 

The Britaines fromth'affault were 3 ro” ore ty 

My ſouldiers ſlaine diſcomfitmebefore, 21d Ie 

And Ifore wounded, foule amazde, orecome with finart, - 

_ TelcapetheGreekilb ſword, didpicreerny ſelfe ER. 
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You noble captainesnow thatknow my fafts,,,-..... - - -- 
Learne valiantly in wartes the ſword towend: 

Let fame extoll your wiſe and warlike as, 

Andlet report your fortitude:commend. 

Butlet your warfares haue a wiſer end,, . 


Andlet what Baches writes and Higgins heere doth pen, 


' o 


Declare what good we gate, to warre with Delphos men. 
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HOW KING 
KIMARVS WAS. DEYOV- 
red by wilde beaſts the yeare be- 
fore Chrifl, 321. © 


ya place commendsthe man yoworthie praiſe, 

9 KE2el No Kingly ſtate doth ſtay yp vices fall» . 

8 ANY BB No wicked wightto woc can make delaies, 

; TN $ 81 No loftic lookespreſerue the rare atall, 

Entle Snns) No brags or boaſt, no ftaturebigh andeall, 
Noluſtic youth, no ſwearing, ſtating ſtout, 

No brauerie, banding, cogging, cutting out, 


Then what auailes to haue a Princely place, 
A name of honor or an high degree, 
Tocome by kindred of a noble race? 
” Except we princely, worthie, noble be. 
WY The fruit declares the goodnes of the tree, 
Do brag no more, of birth or linage than, 
For vertue, grace, and manners make the mas, 


My felfe might brag, andfirſt ofall begin, 
HMulmucius made and conſtituted lawes : 
And Belimus and Brenne his ſonnes did win 
Such praiſe, that all the world giue them applauſe, 
Gurgunitus Readbeard with his ſober ſawes. 
The ſonne of Belrwe and my Grandfire grand 
Was fortunate, whaterc he tooke in hand, 


J *F' I's His 


a © 3 '> $4 $274. 
14. Rin \Rimarns, 
For yertues praiſe, and'Afartia was his wife, 
A noble Queene that wiſe and learned was, 
And gaue her ſelfe to ſtudie all herlife, 
Deuiſing lawes, diſcuſt the'tnds of trife 
Amonegſtthe Britaines to her endleſle fame : 
Her ſtatutes had of Martian lawes the tiame. 


My father cke was ſober,fage and wiſe, 
Cicilus hight, King G wintheline his ſognex 
OfnoblePrincesthenmy ſtocke did riſe, - , 
And of a Prince of Cornwall firtbegonne, ' 
But what thereby of gloric haue I wonne ? 
Can this ſuffice to anſwere eke for mee, 
I came by parents ofanhigh degree? 


Or ſhall IſayT wasforſooth the King ? 

Then might Iliueaslewdly as Tluft, 

No ſure, I cannot ſo auoid the fling — 

Of ſhame, that prickes ſuch Princes areyniuft, 

We ratherſhould:ynto our yertues truſt. 
For * yertue of the ancient blood ot kin, 
Doth only praife the men'that vertuous bin, 


And nobles only borne(of this be fare) 
Without the yertues of their noble race, 


Do quite and cleane themſclues thereby obſcure, + 


And their renowne and dignities deface. 

They do theirbirth and linageall deface.. 
For why, indeed they ever oughtſo well 
In yertues graue, as titles brave excell;// * - 


But oft (God wot) they fare aserft did3; "14 - 
They thinke if once they come of Princelyſtocke, 


Then are they placed lake and ſure, ſo hie 
Aboue thereſft, as founded ona tocke. 

Of wiſe mens warningsAall they make amocke, 
_ counſels graue, as abic&reeds, deſpiſe, 
An 


His ſonne my grand fire Guiheljvic di Joan os 


count the braue, men gratious, worthie, wiſe 
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KingKimarus. 


This Kinpdonte.cameto meby due diſcent, 

For why oy 57am ani ore King : " 

But Ito pleaſure all; and luſt was bent, 

Ineuer reckt of Iuſtice any thing. 

What purpoſe I topaſſe didimeaneto bring, 
That ſame t'accompliſh1Twith all my mighe 
Endcuour'd cuer, were it wrong orrighr, 


Ideem'd the greateft joyes in earthly hap, 

| Ithought my pleaſures euer would 2bide, 

Iſcemd to fit in Lady Fortunes lap, 

Ireckt not all the world, me thought, beſide. 

Ididbyluſtmy ſelfe and others guide, 
Whereby the fates to worke my bane withall 
And cut me off, thus wiſe procur'd my fall, 


AsI wasalwaies bent to hunting fiill, 

(Yethunting was no vice to thoſe I had) 

Whenl three yeares had rul'd this Realme at will, 

In chace a chance did make my heart full fad; 

Wilde cruell beaſts as deſperate and mad 
Turn'd backe on me, as I them brought to bay, 
Andintheir rage my funfull corps did ſlay, 

Aiuſtreward for ſo muſt alife, | 

No worſe a death, then I deſerued yore. 

Such wreckes in th'end to wretchesall arerife, 

Who may and will not call for grace before. 

My wilfull deeds were nought, what wilt thou more? 
For wanton wildenefſe, witleſle, heedlefle toyes : 
Thebrugiſh beaſts bereau'd me of my ioyes, 


HOW 


HOW KING' 


uoured by amonſter,the yeare 
before ChriFt. 303. 


FEt me likewiſe declare my fatsand fall, 

| SHES]! And cke recite what mcanes this limie glere : 

| I { & You need not faine ſo quaintalooke at all, 
AS2] Although I ſeeme ſo fulſome every where. 
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| *® This blade in bloodie hand, which I do beare, 
Andall his gore bemingled with this glew, 
In witnefle I the dreadfull monſter ſlew. 


Then marke my tale : beware of raſhnes vile, 
Iam eMormazs, once a Britaine King, - 
On whom long time did Ladie Fortune ſmile, 
Till to her wheeles ſteepe top ſhe did me bring. 
My fame both far and neare ſhe madeto ring, - 
And eke my praiſeexalted ſoto skie, 
Inall my time morefamousnonethenl, 


oY SORE. 


Some ſay I was, by birth, a baſtard bace, 

Begotten of the Prince his concubine : 

But what I was declared well my grace, - 

My fortitude, and ſtature Princely mine. |. . 

My father cke chat came of Princely line. 
King Dari gave not ſo bacedegree, - 
Nor yet the noble Britaines vnto mee,” - 
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For feats of armes and warlike points Ipaſt, 

In courage tout there liu'd not then my peere : 

I made them all that knew my name agaſt, 

And heard how great mine enterpriſes were, 

To ſhrinke, and linke, and ſhift aſide for feare. 
All which atlength did me ſuch gloriebringy 
My father dead, the Britaines made me King. 


-- - i. Boa! 


But 


King eMorindus. 
But fee how blind we are,when Fortune miles, 
How ſencelefſe we, when dignities increaſe: 
We cuer vſe our ſelues diſcreetly whiles 
We little haue, and loue to live in peace, 
Subicted thoughts doth wicked pride ſupprefle : 

We vic no rigour, rancour, rapine, firch Weed 
Asafter, when we hancour willes toomuch. 


For whiles that I a ſubie@ was, no King, 

While I had nothing, butmy faRs alone : 

Iſtudied ſtill, in euery kind of thing - 

To ſerue my Prince, and vnderfang his fone ? 

Tovſc his ſubieQs friendly cuerychone : 
And for them all aduentures ſuch to take, 
Asmight themall my perſon fauour make, 


Butwhen I once attained had the Crowne, 

Iwaxed cruell,tyrannousand fell: - 

Ihad no longer minde ofmyrenowne, 

Ividemy ſelfe too ill, the truth to tell. 

| Obacedegree in happie'cafe full well ! 
Which art not puft with pride, vaine-glorie, hate, 
Butart beneath, content to bide thy fate, 


ForT aloft, when once my heate was in, | 

Notraind by reaſon, ruled allby might : 

Ne prudence reckt, right, tirength, or meane api 

But with my friends, inangerall would fight, 

Iftroke, kild, flew who euer were in fight, 
WithoutreſpeR, remorce, reproofe, regard, 
Andlike a mad man inmy furieſfar'd, 


I deem'd my might and fortitude was ſuch, 
ThatTI was able thereby conquerall : 

High kingdomes ſeat encreaftmy pompe ſomuch, 
My pride me thought impoſſible to fall, 

ButGod —_— our proud deuicesall, 

And brings thatthing wherein we molt dotruſl, 
To ourdeſtruQtion, by his iudgement juſt, 
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For when three yeares Iruled had thisIle. . 
Withoutall law, as was my lawleſle life, 
The rumour ran abroad within a while, 
And chiefly inthe Norweſt countrierife, 
A monſter came from Th'iriſh ſeas, brought priefe 
To all my ſubieQsinthoſe coaſts did dwell, 
Deuouring manandbeaſt, a monſter fell, 


Which when I knew for truth,I ftraightprepar'd 

In warlike wiſe my ſelfe to triethe caſe : + 

My haſte thereto a courage bold declar'd, 

ForlI alone wouldenter in the place. | 

At which, with ſpeare on horſc Ifet my race, 
But on his ſcales it enter could no more, 


Then might abulcuſh on a braſendore, 


AgaineIprou'd, yetnoughtatallpreuaild :. . 
To breake my ſpeare, and not topierce his fide: 
With that the roring monſter meaſſaild,, | ;... 
So terrifi'd my horſe I couldnotride., | 
Wherewith Ilighted, and withſwordIid - 
By ſtrokes to find apaſſageto bislife,, 
But now I found in yaine was ali my ſtrife, .'_ 


And when Twearied was, and ſpentwith fight, . - 
That kept my ſelfe with heed his danger fro: | 
Atlaſt almoſt aſham'd I wanted might - | 
And skill, to worke the beaſtly monſter wo, 


I gate me neerer with my ſword him to, 


And thought his flanckes or vader parts to wound, - 


If there, for ſcales, mightany place be fund. . 


But fruſtrate of my purpoſe, finding none, 
And eke within his danger entring quite, 
The grizely beaſt trai s ſcazed me vpon, 
Andlet histalants on my corps tolight, 
He gript my ſhoulders, notrefiſt I might : 

And roring with a greedic rauening looke, - 


Br once in jawes my badic whole he topke, 
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The way was large,and downe he drew mein, 
A "ow paunch for roomth and wondrous wide 2: 
But (for I fel more ſofter there theskin) 
Atonce Idrew a daggerby my fide, 
I knew my life no longer could abide | 
Forrammiſh (tench,bloud, poiſon,ſlimy glere 
That in his body ſo aboundant were. 


Wherefore Tlabouring to omen his death, 

While firſt my dagger digde about his hart, 

His force to caſt me welnigh drewe my breath, 

But as he felt within, his woundes to ſmart, | 

l ioyedto feele the mighty monſter ſtart, 
That roarg,and belcht,and groande,and plungde,and cride, 
And toſt me vp and downe,from fide to fe. Tp 


Long ſo in pangs hee plungde,and panting lay, 
tation bis inde if SfaRvich fach a > 
That quite and cleane he drew my breath away; 
Wee both were dead well nigh within an houre, 
Lo thus one beaſtly monſter did deuoure 
Another monſter moodles, toys paine * | 
At once the realme wasrid of monſters twaine, 


Here maiſt thou ſee of fortitude the hap, 
Whereprudence,jiuftice,temperance hath noplace : 
How ſuddenly we taken are in trap, 
When we deſpiſe goodvertues toembrace, 
Intemperance doth all our deeds deface, 

Andlets vs heedles headlong run ſo faft, 

We ſeeke our owne deſtruction atthelaſt, 


| For he that hath of fortitude and might, 
And thereto hath a kingdome ioind withall : 
Except he alſo guide himſelfe aright, 
Hispowre and ſtrength prewailerh him bur ſmall, 
Hecan not ſcape at length an haples fall. 
Youmay perceiue a myrrour plaine by me, 


Which may with wiſdome well ſufficient be. 
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w=< ec wofull wight that fell from throne tothrall, 
KOT The wretch that woue the web wherin he goes : 
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Except the reſt of Britaine princes ſhould, 
Not here for ſhamereſfite his name he would, 


In woefull ſort; and nothing blame his foes, 
What neede ſuch one at all his name diſcloſe ? 


Tam Emeriane King that raign da ſpace, |. 
Scarce all one yeare, in Britaine Iſle long ſence, 
But for I was in maners yoide of grace, 
Fierce, tyrannous, and full of negligence, 
Bloud thirſty, cruell, yaine, deuoide of ſence, 
' The Britaines me depoſed, from ſeate and crowne, | 
And reau'd me quite; ofriches and xenowne, 


I was deſpiſde and baniſht from my blifſe, | 

Diſcountnanſ}, faineto hide my ſelte for ſhame 

What needeTI longer land to tell thee this? 

My ſelfe was for my woefull fall too blame; 

My raigne was ſhortin fewmy fall I frame, bear, 
My life was lothſome; ſoone like death that found, 
Let this ſuffice a warning blaſt to ſound, 


A dolefull blacke bad weedeftill weare hee ſhall -: 
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HOW KING EMERTIAY] 
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HOW KING CHIRI 
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raigned but one yeare. He died about the 


geare before Chrift, 
I37. 


For thoug 


Yetlet me tell what vice did me confound. 


Perhaps thou thinkft ſo grofle a blockhead blunt, 
A ſleepy ſwiniſh head can nothing fay : ; 
| Thegreateſt headsand ſmalleſt eke werewont 
Tobeare in them the fineſt wits away. 
This thing is true, thou canſt it not Gs, 
And Bacchus eke enſharps the wits of ſome, 
Fecundicalices quem non fecere deſertum ? 


Yetſithlong ſince both braines and all wereſpent, 
And this in place amongſt my mates Ipeake : 
Ttruſt thou wilt be herewithall contenr, 
Although indeed my wits of talke are weake.. 
So old a yeſſell cannot chuſe but leake. 

A drunken ſor whoſe faltering feete do lip 

Muſt pardon craue,his tongue in talke will trip. 


Chiriznus was my name a Britaine King, 
But rulde ſhort time : Sir Bacchns was my let : 
Erinnus eke my fenſes ſo did ſwing, 
That reaſon could no ſeat amongſt them get, 
Wherefore the truth Ipray theeplainely ſet; 
I gauemy ſelfe to ſurfets ſwilling wine, 
Andled my life etch like a dronken {wines 


Hough Imy ſurfets hauenotyet out ſlept, 

N w—_ with-quiet browes begin my tale, 
; Let not my _— talke bee ouer leapr, 
4% my belching ſent of wine or ale, 
=2=2/ Although my face be fallo, puft, and pale, 
Andlegs with dropſy ſwell, and panch reſound 


Diſeaſes 


12 Cing Varianus, 
Diſeaſes grew,diſtemptrance made me ſwell, 


My parchedliuer luſted till for baſte : 
My timpane ſoundedlike ataber well, 


And nought but wine did like my greedietaſte, 


This vice and moe my life and me defaſte, 


My face was blowne and blubd with dropfie wan, 


Andlegs more like a monſter thenaman, 


Sonotin ſhapeI onely altered was, 

My diſpoſitions chang 'd in me llikewiſe : 

For vices make a man,a goate,an aſle, 

Aſwineor horſe, (as Poets can compriſe) 

Transforming into beaſts by ſundry wiſe 
Such men as keepe not onely ſhape of men, 
But themmiſhapethalſo now and then. 


Wherefore let who ſo loues to live long daies 
Without diſcaſes,ftrong,in youthfull Rate, 
Beware of Bacchus booth which all berraies, 
The vaile of vices vaine,the hauen of hate, 


The well of weake delights,the þrand of bate, 


By which Iloſtmy health,life,Realme and fame, 
And onely wonne the ſhrouding ſheete of ſhame. | 


HOW KING VARIANY; 
GAVE HIMSELFE TO THE 
luſtes of the fleſh, and dyed about.the 


yeere before Chrif?, 136. 
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g \/27 A What arethemen, but wilful caſtaway ? 
PAD 259, Where gifts of gracedoe garniſh well the King, 
\A'& There is no want, the land can lacke nothing, 
Sz Thc Courtis till well tor d with noble men, 


In Townes and Cities Gouernours are graue : 
The common wealth dothallſo proſper then, 


And wealth at will the Prince and people haue, 


== Hereno good gifts haueplace,nor "VE the ſway, 
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Ang Oarianus. 


Perhaps you aske, what Prince is this —_— ? 
What meanes his talke in theſe our golden yeares ? 
A Britaine Prince that Yariame hight, 

ITheld ſometime the Scepter here by right, 

And though no need there be in theſe your daies 
Of ſtates to tell,or vertues gooddiſcriue, 

Good counſaile yet doth ſtand in Read alwaies, 
When time againe may vices olde reuiue, 


Ifnot : yet giue me leaue amongſt the reſt 

Which felt their fall, or had their deaths addreft : 
My cauſe of fall let me likewiſe declare, 

For * falles the deaths of vicious Princes are, 
They fall, when all good men reioice or ſee 

That they ſhort time enijoide their places hie. 

For Princes which for vertuespraifed be, 

By deathariſe,extold they ſcale the skie. 


I will be ſhort, becauſe it may ſuffice 

That ſoone is faid,to warne the ſage and wiſe. 

Or ifthat they no warning need to haue, 

This may perchance ſomewhat their labour ſaue 

With thoſe, that will not heare their faults themrold, 
By ſuch as would adinoniſh them for loue : 

When they my words and warnings here behold, 
Theymay regard and ſee their owne behoue. 


Aboutmy time the Princes liu'd not long, 
For all were giuen almoſt to vice and wrong : 
My ſelfe voluptuous was abandond quite, 
Totake in fleſhly luſt my whole delite : 

A pleaſure gy drawes a manfrom thrift and grace, 
Doth iuſt deſires, and heauenly thoughts expell : | 
Doth ſpoile the corps,defiles r & foule,and fame deface, 
Andbrings him downe to Plutoes paines of hell, 
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For this my finne my ſubieRs hated mee, 

Repining ſtill my ſtained life to ſee. | 
As when the Prince is wholly giuen to vice, 
And holdes the lewder fortin greateſtprice, 


The land decaies,diſorder ſprings abroad, Th 
The worſer ſort doe robbe,piil,pole,and ſpoile | Fo 
The weaker force to beare the greateſt loade, 
And leeſe the goods for which they earſt did toile, | 
How can /ehouaiuſt abide the wrong ? T* 
He will not ſuffer ſuch haue ſcepter long. | of 
As he did ſtrike for ſinfull life my ſeate, Fo 
And did me downe from royall kingdome beate : _ 
The like examples are in ſtories rife, Bu 
No wicked wight can gouerne long inreſt: Hee 
For cither ſome bereaues him of his life, | 
Or downe his throne and kingdome is depreſt, 
Bid Princes then and noble Peeres the like delights deteſt, | To 
There is no way the wrath of /oxeto wreſt, As 
_ , RIG | wa. i Bu 
HOW THE WORTHIENs 


Britaine Duke Nennixs as a valiant Souldier and MW | 


faithfull Subietencountred with 1u/ims Ceſer,was by him 


 death-wounded: yet nemertheleſſe he gate Clars ſword, put him 
flight, ſlew therewith Labianws a Tribune of the Romans, endured fight til BY Ag 
his countrie men wan the fieJd,and now encourageth allgood Subie&s, to (Yc 
defend their countrey from the power of forraine and intruding All 
enemies. He was ſlaine abourthe yeare before Chriſt, 52. An, 


* 2% May by right,ſome later writers blame, Wi 

P23 Of Roriesolde,as rude or negligent: 1 
B92 4106), Orelſe I may themwell vnlearned name; : | ( 
NE # Or heedlefle in thoſe things about they went; 


” Sometime on me as well they might haue ſpent, Doc 

As on ſuch tyrants,who as bloodie foes, Anc 
Vnro their copntrey wrought ſuch deadly woes, wi d 
<0 p;1 As e 
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Lord Neennius, 
As for my ſelfe I doe not thisrecite : 
(—_ I haue occaſion good thereto) 


ut ſure,me thinks it is too great deſpite 
That to the dead theſe moderne writers doe, 


| Forthere are Britaines,neither one or two, 


Whoſe names in ſtories ſcarcely once appeare : 
And yettheir lues examples worthy were, 


T's worthy praiſe (I graunt) to write the ends 
Of vicious men,and teach thelike beware : 
For what hath he of vertue that commends 
Such perſons lewde,as naught of yertues care? 
But for to leaue out thoſe praiſe worthy are, 
Islike asif a man had not the skill 
Topraiſethe good,bur diſcommend theill, 


Icraueno bal though my ſelfe deſeru'd 
Asgreatalaude as any one of yore : 
ButIwould haue it tolde how well I ſeru'd 
My Prince and Countrey. Faith to both Ibore. 
All noble hearts, hereby with courage more 
May both call forraine force in fight withſtand, 
Andof their foes may haue the ypper hand, 


Againe,to ſhew how valiant then we were 
(YouBritaines good) to mooue your hearts thereby 
All other nations lefle in fight to feare, 
Andfor your countrey ws: ſo'to die 
With valiant hauty courage as did 1, 
Thenliuein way aire” wi PAR 
Offorraine powers, which hate your manhoodall. 


Doe giue me leaue to ſpeake but euena while, 

Andmarke,and write the ſtory I thee tell, 

By North from London more then fifty mile, 

There lies the Iſle of Ely,knowne full well, 

Whereinmy Father built aplace todwell: 
And for becauſe heliked well the ſame, 

He gaue theplace heightEly ofhis name, 

K 2 


. IR Os ned #0 EEG PIE — FOE OF 


Lord Nennius. 
He raigned forty yearesas ſtoriestell, 
And fame did beare hisname both wide andfar, 
By Iuftice guided he his ſubieQs well, 
Andliu'd inpeace, without the broiles of war, 
His childrens noble acts in ſtories are, 
In vulgar tongue: but noughtis ſaid of mee, 
And yerI worthy was the yongſt of three. 


His eldeſt ſonne and heire was after King, 
A noble Prince, and he was named Lud: 
Full pollicicke and wiſe in euery thing. 
And one that wiſh'd his Countrey alwaies good. 
Such vſes, cuſtomes, ſtatutes he withſtood 
As ſeem'd tobring the publique weales decay, 
And them aboliſhr, brake ,repeald away. h 


Pt a. um. A 


So he the walles of Troy the new renewde, 
Them fortified with fortic Towers about : 
Andat the weſt fide of the wall he vewde 


The Towers ſtrong gate to keepe the foemen out, 

That made he i for the poore bankrour, ( 
Nam'd Ludgate yet, for free men debters, free G 
From hurt, till with their creditours they gree. - 

Some ſay the City alſo tooke the name 7 

Of L»d my brother : for he itreparde : { 

AndI muſt needs as true confelle the ſame, 13 

For why, that time no coſt on it he ſparde, | L 

He ſtill increaſt and peopled euery warde, 

And bad them aie Kaerlud the City call, F, 
Or Ludftone,now you name it London all, - 
Atlecngth he dide, hisehildrcn ynder age, W 

The eldernamed was Androgens , 

Commirting both vnto my brothers charge, _ 
The younger ofthem hight Temancins.. 
The Britaines wanting agedrulers thus, Z 


Choſe for that time Caſſibellave their King 
My brother, Iuſtice ment incuery thing. . 


Lovd Neemins. 7 
The Romanethen the mighty Ceſar fought 
Againſt the Galles, and conquerd them by might 2 
Which done, he ſtood on ſhores where ſee hee mought + 
The Ocean Seas, and Britaine clicues full bright. - 
(Quoth hee) what region lies there in my fight? 

Mee thinkes ſome Iland in the Seas I ſee, 

Not yet ſubdued,nor vanquiſt yet by mee. 


With that they told him we the Britaines were, 

| Apeople ftout,and fearce in feates of warre, 

(Quoth he) the Romanes neuer yet with feare 

Ofnation rude, were daunted of fo farre : 

Wetherefore mind toproue them what they are. 
And therewithall theſe letters he did frame, 
Broughtby ambaſſadours which hither came; 


C. IVLIVS CASAR CON- 
ſull of Rome,to /aſſibe/{ane, King of Bri- 
| taine,ſendeth greeting. ROE 
Ith that the Gods hane ginenvs allthe Weſt 
As ſubietts to our Romane Empire hie 


By Wwarre, or as it ſcemedloue the beſt, 
Of mhom wee Romanes came, and chiefly I : 


Therefore to youwhich inthe Ocean dwell, 
(1As jet notrunderneath ſubieftion due) 
Wee ſend onr letters greeting : wete yee well, 
In warlike caſes thus we deale with you. 


Firſt, that you, as the other regions,pay 

Vs tribute yearely, Romanes we require * 

Ther, that youwillwith all the force youmay _ 
Withſtand our foes, as yours, with ſwordand fire : 


eAvd thirdly, tharby theſe you hoſtage ſend 


T aſſnre the conenants once apreed byyou;, _ 

So with your dannger leſſe, our earves may ny: | SS 

Elebidwe mare Cabibellate ales. ©; 
AL TS Y Czhar," * \ I Ing > , ' 
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He raigned forty yearesas ſtories tell, 
And fame did beare hisname both wide and far, 
By Iuftice guided he his ſubieAts well, 
Andliu'd in peace, without the broiles of war, 
His childrens noble acts in ſtories are, 
In yulgar tongue: but noughtis ſaid of mee, 
And yet I worthy was the yongſt of three. 


His eldeſt ſonne and heire was after King, 
A noble Prince, and he was named Lwd- 
Full pollicicke and wiſe in euery thing, 
And one that wiſh'd his Countrey alwaies good. 
Such yſes, cuſtomes, ſtatutes he withſtood 
As ſeem'd tobring the publique weales decay, 
And them aboliſhr, brake ,repeald away. 


So he the walles of Troy the new renewde, 

Them ſortified with fortic Towers about : 

Andatthe welt fide of the wall he vewde 

The Towers ſtrong gate to keepe the foemen our, 

That made he priſons for the poore bankrout, 
Nam'd Ludgate yet, for free men debters, free 
From hurt, till with their creditours they gree. 


Some ſay the City alſo tooke the name 

Of Ld my brother : for he itreparde : 

AndImuſft needs as true confeſlt the ſame, 

For why, that time no coſt on it he ſparde, 

He ſtill increaſt and peopled euery warde, 
And bad them aie Kaerlud the City call, 
Or Ludſtone,now you name it London all, 


Atlength he dide, his ehildrcn ynder age, 

The elder named was Androgens , 

Commicting both vnto my brothers charge, 

The younger of them hight Texancins.. 

The Britaines wanting agedrulersthus, 
Choſe for that time Caſſibel/ave their King. 
My brother, Iuſtice ment incuery thing}. 
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Lond Neennint. 
The Romanethen the mighty Ceſar fought 
Againſt the Galles, and conquerd them by might : 

Which done, he ſtood on ſhores where ſee heemought - 
The Ocean Seas, and Britaine clicues full brighe. 0 
(Quoth hee) what region lies there in my fight? 

Mee thinkes ſome Iland in the Seas I ſee, 

Not yet ſubdued,nor vanquiſt yet by mee, 
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With that they told him we the Britaines were, 
A people ſtout,and fearce in feates of warre, 
(Quoth he) the Romanes neuer yet with feare 
Ofnation rude, were daunted of fo farre : 
Wetherefore mind toproue them what they are. 
And therewithall theſe letters he did frame, 
Broughtby ambaſſadours which hjther came; 


ſull of Rome,to /aſſibe/lane, King of Bri- 
| taine,ſendeth greeting. | 
os that the Gods hane ginen vs all theWeſt 
As ſubiefts to our Romane Empire hie 
By barre, or as it ſeemedloue the beſt, 
Of whom wee Romanes came, and chiefly I : 
Therefore toyouwhich inthe Ocean dwell, T 
(1A; yet notwndarneath-ſubieftion due) - ona 
Wee ſend our letters greeting : wete yee well, | 
In warlike caſes thus we deale with you. 


Firſt, that you, as the other regions,pay 

V: tribute yearely, Romances we require * 

Then, that youwill with all the force youmay 
Withſtand our foes, as yours, with ſwordand fire: 


Ard thirdly, that by theſe you hoſtage ſend 

Taſwre rele 6 —_ wy} = "ol 

So ich your danger leſſe, our aries may end: , 

El[c bid we warre,Cafibellane adiew. ; 
i Is % Cafar,- \ V's 
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No ſooner were this C2ſars letters ſcene, 
Burftraight the King for all his nobles ſent : 
He ſhew'd them what their anceſtors had beene, 
1 And prai'd them tell in this their whole intent, 
' He told them whereabout theRomans went, 
| And what ſubieQion was, how ſeruile they 
Should be, if Ceſar bare their pompe away. 


Andall the Britaineseuen as ſet onfire 
Oy ſelfe not leaſtenflamed was to fight) 
id humblic him in-ioyfull wiſe defire, 
| That he his letters would to Ceſar write, 
| Andtell him plaine wepaſtnotof his ſpite : 
We paſt as little ofthe Romans, we, | 
And lefle, thenthey of vs, if lefſe mightbe, 
Wherefore the ioyfull my apainerepli'd, 
| Through counſell wiſe ofa : 45 a5 had: 
| By letters he the Romans heſts denide, 
Which made the Bricaines hautie hearts full glad ; 
And eke the Romane Conſul proud as mad 
To heare theſe letters written : thus they went, 
- Which. he againe to mightic Ceſar ſent, 


| CASSIBELLANE KING: 
| OF BRITAINE TO C. IVLIVS ft 
Ceſar Conſull of Rome. 


S thou,O Czfarorit'ft rhe Gods hane given to thee 

: ATheWelt: ſo I replie, th gave this He to mes. © 
T how ſai it you Romans, and thy ſelfe of Gods deſcend : 
end dar it thos then, to ſpoils our Traianbloodpretend ? 
eAgaine, though Gods haxe giz n thee all the world as thine, 
That's pres ud the world, thow get it no land of mint. 
eAndſith likewiſe of Godiwe came a Nation free : 
We owe no tribute, aide, or pledge to Raw or thee, 
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Lond Neomins. 


Retralt thy will, or wage thy warre : as likes thee be#t, 


Ie are to fight, and rather then to friendſhip, prefF. 
To ſauc our conntrey from the force of forren ſtrife, 


Each Britaize beere, s wellcontent towventer life, 
We feare not of the end, or dangers thou deft tell : 


But vſe thy pleaſure if thou maiFt : thus fare thouwell. 
| Caſlibellan 


When Ceſar had receiu'd his anſiwere ſo, 

It vexthim much : he thereupon decreed 

To wage vs warre, and worke ys Britaines woe, 

Wherefore he haſted hitherward with ſpeed, 

The Britaines cke, prepar'd themſclues with heed 
To meete the Romans all, in warlike guiſe, 


' With all the force, and ſpeed they might deuile. 


And heere the wiſer deem'd itmeeter muck 
Taſfaile them firſt at th'entry on this land, 
Then for to giue arriuall heere to ſuch, 
Might with our viduals aide, our ſelues withſtand, 
Tis better far the enemies t'aband | 
Quitefromthy borders, toa forrenſoile, 
Then he at home, theeand thy countrie ſpoile. 


Wherefore we met him at hisentriein, 

And pitcht our camps direQly in his way: 

We minded ſure to loſe, or elſe to win 

The praiſe, before we paſt from thence away. 

So when that both the armies were in ray, 
And trumpetsblaſt oncuery fide was blowne, 
Our minds to either each, were quickly knowne. 


We ioyned battaile, fiercely both we fought, | 
The Romanes to enlarge their Empiresfame: 
And we with all the force and might we mought, 


Toſaue onr countrie, and to keepe ourname. 
O worthic Britaines! learne todothe ſame, 


We brake the rayesofall the Romance hoaft, 
And made the mightic Ceſar leauc his boaſt. 
K 4 


= 


A ES EE 


*_ UNS 44S 9 ee 


120 Lord. Neennius. 


Ce nr 


Yet hethe worthieſt Captaine euer was, 
Brought all in ray, and foughtagainea new. 
His skilfull ſouldiers he could bring to paſſe 
At once, for why his traynings all they knew. 
No ſooner I his noble corps did view, 
But in I brake amongſt the captaines band, 
AndthereI faught with Ceſar hand to hand, 


O Cod thou might'ſt haue giuen a Britaine grace, 
Thaue ſlaine the Roman Cezſar noble then : 
Which ſought the noble Britaines to deface, 
And bring in bondage valiant worthie men, 
He neuer ſhould haue gone toRome agen, 
To fight with Pompey, or his peeres toſlay, 
Orelſe to bring his countrie in decay. 


It ioy d my heart, to ſtrike on C2ſars creſt. 
O Ceſar that there had been none but wee, 
Ioften made my ſword to trie thybreſt : 
But Ladie fortune did not fauour mee. 
Iablc was me thought with Ceſars three 
To trie the caſe : I made thy heart to quake, 
When on thy creſt, with mightie ſtroke I ftrake, 


The ſtrokes thou ſtrook'ft me, hurt me nought at all 2 


For why, thy ſtrength was nothing inreſpeR.” 
But thou had ſt bath'd thy ſword'inpoyſon all, 
Which did my wound, not deadly elfe, infeR. 
Yet was Ior Iparted thence bewreckt, 
I gate thy ſword fromthee, forall thy fame : 
And made thee flie, for fearetoeatethe fame. 


For when thy ſword was inmy target faſt, - 

I made thee flie, and quickly 2am... hold : 
Thou neuer waſt inallthylife fo gaſt, 

Nor durſt againe be everhalfe ſobold.” - 
Imade a number Romans hearts ful cold. 


Fight, fight, you noble Britaines now (quorth I) 


Weneuerall will ynreuengeddic, 


What 
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Lord NC ennins. 
What Ceſar though thy praiſe and mine bee 0d, . 
he ancient ſtories ſcarce rememberme) 
Though Poetsall of thee doemake a God, 
(Such ſimple fooles in making Godsthey bee) 
Yet if Thad my quarelltry'd with thee, 
Thou neuer hadſt returnde to Rome againe, 


Nor, of thy faithfull friends, bin beaſtly ſlaine, 


A number Britaines might thouthere haue ſeene 
Wounded in fight, and fpoile their ſpitefull foes, 
My ſelfe maimde, flew and mangled mo (Iweene) 
When I was hurt, then twenty more of thoſe. '' | 
Imade the Romanes ſtout their courageloſe. 
Inall the campe no Romane ſcarce Ifſpide * 
Durſt halfe the combate-gainſt a Britaine bide. 


Atlength Imet anoble man; they cald /' © + 

Him Labienns, one of Ceſars friends, 

A Tribune erſt had many Britaines thrald, 

Was one of Ceſars Legats forth he ſends: 

Well met (quoth 1) Emitide to make th'amends, 
For all thy friendſhips to our Country erew.”” 
And ſo with Ceſars ſword, bis friend I flew, 


Whatneedel name you euery Britaine here, 

Asfirſtthe King, the nobles all beſide,  - 

Full toutand worthy wights in warre that were, 

Aseuererſt the ſtately Romanestride; © 

We fought ſo long they durſtnolongerbide. 
Proude Ceſar he forall hisbragges andboaſt 


Flew backe to ſhips, with haltfe his ſcattered hoaft, 


If he had bene a God (as ſots him nam'd)' ' 
He could not of vs Britainestakenfoile:;' tf 
The Monarch Ceſar might have been aſham'd, -*' 
Fromſuch an Iland with his ſhipsrecoile, 
Or elſe to flic and leauebehindthefpoile, 

But life is ſweete, ht'thoughtirberterflie, _ 
Thenbide among vsBritaines; here to dies" 
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128 Lord Neennius. 
Ihad his ſword, was named Crocea mors, 
With which he gaue me in the heada ftroke : 
The venime of the which had ſuch aforce, 

It able was to pierce the heart of oke: 

No medcines might the poyſon out reuoke. 


Wherefore though ſcarce he pierced had the skin, 
Infifteene daies my braines it ranckledin, 


And then too ſoone (alas) therefore Idide. 
Yet would to God he had returnde againe, 
So that I mightbut once the daſtard ſpide 
Before he went, Thad the ſerpent ſlaine, 
Heplaide the coward cutthroteall too plaine. 
A beaſtly ſerpents heart that beaſts deteQts, 
Which, or he fight, his ſword with bane infets, 


Well, then my death brought Ceſar no ronowne, 

For both I gate thereby eternall fame, 

Andeke his ſword to ſtrikethis friends adowne 

Iffew therewith his Lebieneby name. _ if 

With Prince, againſt my Countrey foes Icune, 
Was wounded, yet did neuer faint noryeeld, 
Till far with his ſouldiers fled the field, | 


Who would not venture life in ſuch a caſe? - | 
Who would nor fight, at Countries whole requeſt? _ 
Who would not mecting Ceſarin the place; |; 
Fight for life, Prince, and Countrey, with the beſt? 
The greateſt courage is by fats expreſt : 

Then for thy Prince,with fortitude, as I, 

And Realmesdefence, ispraiſe toliuc or dy. 


Now write my life when thou haſtleaſute, and 

Will all thy countrymen to learne.by me, - 

Both for their Prince andfor their.natiuve land 

As valiant, bold, and feareleſſe for tobe, 

A paterne plaine of fortitude they ſee: f 
To which direQly if themſcluesthey. frame,” -1 1 of 1 
They ſhall preſerue theig Countreyefaith, and fame... ry i ; 4: 
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HOW THE LORD IREN- 
GLAS COSIN TO KING CAS- 


$138 iLANE, Wasſlaine bythe Lord Elimine, 
coſin to Androgeus Earle of London, about 
the yeare before Chritt, 
51, 


FRG Mongſtthereft thatwhilome fate alofe, 
2 2 Amongſt the reſt, that once had happie chance, 


Wed} 


Bozo Amongſtthereſt, that had good fortune off, 


2 


DA > Amongſt the reſt, that could themſelues aduance, 
Amongſ the reſt, that led in warres the dance, 
wan the palme, the praiſe, renowne, and fame, 


Leauein thy booke a place toput my name, 


Iwillbe briefe and truly tell thee all 

The cauſe why I from graue do now appeare,,. 

Iwill recite to thee my ſudden fall, 

And what in life mine exercifes were... 

To which fince I do ſee thee ſerthine eare, 
Marke now my tale, and beare it well away,, 
Marke what me brought ſoſuddenindecay.. 


Let who ſo ſtands truſt to a Redfaſt hold, 
Iftedfaſt hold he thinke that he may find, | 
Preſume not on thy ſtrength, nay yetbebold © 
OnFortunes gifts, nay let her guidethy mind” 
In hope ofhap, for ſhe is counted blind': 
To praiſe her prankes occaſion giuesno caule.. 
Do wiſely, or youpraife her take the pauſe: -_ 


Some loue to boaſt wharfortune they have had,? 
Some other blame misfortune theirs as faſt - 

Some tell of fortunes there be andbad,.' 
Some fooles of fortune make themſclues agaſt;-. 


Some ſhew of fortune c , preſent, paſt,.. 
And fay there ira fave thirralth ll Ti 
Bur ſure it ſeemes their wiſdome is but ſmall, 


© IC CC 


124. Lord Irenglas. 


No fortune is ſobad butweitframe, +. I. 
There is no chiaunce at all hath vspreſeru'd + - EY 
There is no fate whom we haue need to blame, * 
There is no deſtiny but is deſeru'd, - _ 
No lucke that leaues vs fafe or vnpreſeru'd, 

Let vs not then complaine of Fortunes skill : 

For all our gooddeſcends from Cods good will. 


If ſo a man might tay on Fortunes holde, 
Or elſe on Prince,as pillar of defence: ” Ml 
Then might my ſclfe thaue done the ſame be bolde, 
In euery perill,pucpoſe,or pretence. 
Caſſbelane as =E asany Prince 

Lou'd me his Cofin Irenglas by name, 

For feates in armes,for fauour and for fame. 


I came (by parents) of his regallrace, - 
« Liu'd happie daies (if happy mortall be) 
Had (as I faid) his fauour,bare the grace, 
Iwas his loyall ſeruant franke and free... 
But what of thisatallpreuailed mee?, . 
Yer furthermore the feates of armesIknew, 
I fought in field, when mighty Ceſar flew, _ 


Shall I for this praiſe Fortuneought at all? 

Did Fortune oughtin this? nowhitbe ſure... 
Or ſhall Iblame her after for my fall. £3377593! vrla c Pry 
That neuer could me any hurtprocure? :  ,_ 

T was glory vainedid ſweetely meallure. 


. 


Wherefore giue eare,and then with pen diſcloſe | 


14- 


How ſeeming friends did prooue my chicfelt fats, .. ;,, 


Full happy were our Countrey men. that ide, ,, ;..../......,.;.. | 
(Asnoble Noni) the ldcharfopahe- Wald radton cent - 
When firt both Brieaines9pf theRomanestride _-\,,' ..., Ml « 
With dint of fword,if gitles theirs were ought... ....- -::/ 
They didein their defence :nopampe they ou ED. wart) ant - 
Theyliu'd to ſee their Couptr Lane ll. 312153 vil nk 
They dide befoce they feltx pawate W,:. - ......> -; Wt | 
en 
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 Lod Trenglas. 


When Ceſar ſo with ſhamefull flight recoil'd, 
Andleft our Britaine land ynconquer'd firſt : 
Which only thought our Realme and ys thaue ſpoil'd, 
We came to ſee (of all our field the worft) 
Our ſouldiers ſlaine, O cruell C2far curſt, 
(Quoth we) by thee did all theſe Britaines die, 
That durft not bide, but like a daſtard flie, 


But then to ſee them in array to lie, 

And for to ſee them wounded all before, 

Not onebur in his place his life did trie : 

To ſee the Romans bloodie backes that bore 

Their wounds in flight all ſcattered on the ſhore, 
What thouſand tongues our joy to light could bring, 
This made our hearts reuiue, this pleaſde our King. 


With trompets mourning tune, and wayling cries, 

Anddrums, and fluits, and ſhawmes we ſound adicu: 

And for our friends we watredall our eyes, 

Asloth to loſe the liues of ſuch a crew. 

Tothearth we bare them all in order dew, 
According vnto each mans noble name, 
Andastheirbirth requir'd and worthie fame, 


Of noble triumphes after wasno ſpare, 
We Britaines erft were neuer halfe ſo glad : 
That ſo we made the Romans hence to fare, 

No tongue can tell the heartie ioyes we had, 
Wewere therewith for battaile bent as mad, | 
Ourfingers tickled till, which came from fight: 

We had before_our eyes our foes foule flight. 


So fares it when the mezner giue the ſpoile, 
| Andmakethe mighticalltheir force reuoke : 
So fares it when oreat vitours feele the foile, 
Andmenlefſe deem'ddo giuethe conquering ftroke, 
That pierceth euen the hardeſt heart of oke:; 

For where the weaker win the wage of fame, 
The victours hearts a thouſand joyesenflame, 


26 Lord Irenglas. | 


A ſolemne Tuſtsproclaimed was for thoſe 
Who would to win renowne their yalour trie, 
Where th'Earle of Londons cofin did expoſe 
Himſelfe to purchaſe praiſe, againſt whom T 
To win the prize didall my powers applie: 
But fatall was the ſcope Ididintend, 
Th'effecs bewray'dmiy folly in the end, 


For why, when glorie vaine ſtirres men to ſtrife, 
When hope of praiſe prouokes them once to ire : 
Thenthey atall regard no goodsnor life, 
From faithfull friendſhip rudely they retire: 
They are ſo ſet with glories gloſe on fire, 
That quite they rule and reaſon wreſt awrie, 
They turne away their former friendly eie, 


O God that workeftall the wonder wrought, 

(And haſt the power to turne the hearts _ 

Grant grace to thoſe that labour ſo for nought 

But flitting fame, and titles hautie ſtriue, 

Letnot ambition ſo the earth depriue 
Of worthie wights, giue them ſome better grace, 
That they may run for countries weale their race, 


Let them not breake the bond of friendly loue 

In broiles of bate, but friendly faults redrefle : 

Let not them ſo their manhood ſeeke to proue 

By priuate hate, to worke their owne diſtreſle : 

So ſhall they necd their foes to fearethe lefle, | 
Friends worſe thenforren foes themſclues do make 
Thar fall at oddesfor fond yaine glories ſake, ; 


But what need Ion thoſe alive to ſtay ? 

They haue examples good before their eyes': 

By which (if they haue grace) beware they may, 

* The happieſtmen by others harmes are wiſe. 

Let them not then our warning words deſpile, 
Do will them wiſely of theſe things debate ; 
For why, the fooliſh aye.the warrung hate, 


Lord Irenplas.” 
Weſpentthe dayin iuſting (as Ifaid) 


Appointederſt among our ſclues before : 
And all the feats of armes in field we plaid 
+/Enaas taught our anceſtors of yore, 
What need Ifill thine eareswith talking more? | 
My men and I had putthoſe feats in vre, 
And helikewiſe (butnothing yer ſo ſure) 


Foras with fortune ſtill T gaue the foile, 
Tohim that thought the glorie all to haue, 
When he perceiu'd he could not keepethe coile, 
Nor yet with equall match himſelfeto ſaue: 
Occaſion of diflenſion great he gaue. 

In ſtead of ieft hetofftered earneſt play, 

Inlieu of ſport he ſpite did ſill diſplay : 


Thetraytour vile, the. m_ (fo heprou'd) 
With coward, canker'd, hatefull, haſtie ire 
Andcaytife dealing, ſhew'd how me he lou'd, 
Whenas he could not to his hope aſpire, 
To win the praiſe of triumph, his defire, 
He challeng'd me : and heere began the broile : 
He thought with banding braue to keep the coile, 


Andthat becauſe mens judgement fauour'd me. . 
Report almoſt of all the common rout 
Ran till that I was worthie praiſde to be, 
And often times they gaue me alla ſhour. 
| This made my foes to ſtare and looke about, 
And often wiſh them ill aloude that cride :- 
*Such isthe nature ſtill of naughtie pride. 


Wetwaine (quoth he) betweene our ſelues will trie 
Alone our manhoods both, if thou conſent. 

We ought not breake the Prince his peace (quoth1) 
His grace would not therewith be well content. 
And fith no hurt was heere, noymalice ment, 
You oughtnotſo on choler take itill, 

Though Ito win theprize put forth my kill :- 


We 


18 Lord Frenglas. 
With that quoth Elenine (for fo he hight) 

That was the Earlc his cofin, then my foe, 

I meane (quoth he) to trie the caſein fight, 
Before thou paſſe againe my preſence froe : 
And euen with thathe raught tome abloe, 

My friends nor Icouldnot this wrong abide : 
We drew, and fo didthoſe on th'other fide, 


But I was all the marke whereathe ſhot, 

The malice ſtill he meantto none but me: 

Atme hecaſt, and drew me for the lot. 

Which ſhould of all reuenge the ranſome bee. 

Wherefore he ſet them at me franke and free 
Till me they tooke, ſo compaſtround about, 
As I could not ſcape from among them our. 


Tomakeit ſhort : I ſingled was therefore, 
Euen as the Deere to fad his fatall froke : 
I could not ſcape, in number they were more, 
My pageant was in preſence there beſpoke. 
A pillow they prepared me of oke, , | 
My hands they bound, along my corps they led, 


From offmy ſhoulders quite they ſtroke my head, 


Ifeuer man that ſeru'd his Prince with paine, 

And well deſerued of his publique weale : 

If cuerKnight eſteem'd it greateſt gaine, 

For Prince and Countrey inthe warres to deale : 

My ſelfe was ſuch, which venter'd life and heale 
Atall aſfayes, to ſfaue my natiueſoile, 
Withall my labour, trauell, paine and toile. 


Yet heere you ſee, at home Ihad my fall, 
Not by my fierceſt foes that came in warre : 
But by my friend I gate this griping thrall, 
When folly fram'd vs both at home to iarre, 

Oh thatmy friend of yore ſhould range fo farre 
From wiſdomes way, to wed himſelfe to will, 
From reaſons rule, to wreſt his wits tojll, 


YT MP4 auf Pycf hay 


ell 


Co Fe (lars 
Well, bid thereftbewaxeoftriumpbes ſuch, :. 
Bid them beware for titles yaine to ſite :-/: 
Bid them nottruſt ſuch ſullen friends too much, 
Bid them not ſotheir honours highatchicue.. 
For if they will preſerue their namesaliue, _ 

There is no better way to workethe ſame 

Then to cſchew oftyranny defame. 


HOW CAIVS IVLIVS 
Cs AR, whichfirtmadethisRealme 
tributarie tothe Romanes, was ſlaine inthe | 
Senate houſe, about the yeare before 
Chrift, 41. © 


Tfeuer erit the fame of ancient Romane facts | 
Haue come to pierce thineeares before thispreſent time, 
I thinke amongſt thereſt, likewiſe my noble acts. 
Haue ſhew'd themſelues in fight, as Phzbus faire in prime. 
When firſt the Romane ſtate began aloft to clime, 
And wanne the wealth of all the world beſide, 
Whenfirſtheir force in warlike feates were tride. 


ICains Inlius Ceſar Conſull had to name, 
That worthy Romanie bortiezrenownd with noble deeds, 
What needel here recite thelinage whenceI came, 
Orelſemy greate exploites?ſurelyt's morethen needs: 
But onely this to telt,'of purpoſe now proceedes : 
Why 1 a RomanePrince; tio Britaine; hete' 
Amongſttheſe —— nowappecre, -- '- 


And 


130 C. I, (Far. 
Andyetbecauſe thou maiſt perceiue theftorie all | ' 
Ofall my life, and ſo deemebetter ofthe endt- 
I will againe the ſame'to mind yet brieflycall, 

To tell thee how thou maiſtme praiſe ordiſcommend, 

Which when thou haſt, in briefe, as-Irecite it, pend, 
Thou ſhalt confeſſe that I deſerued well, 
Among{tthem heere my tragedie to tell, 


What need I firſt recite my pedigree well knowne? 
Nonoble author writes that can forget the ſame : 
My praiſe I know in print through all the world is blowne, 
Ther'sno man ſcarce that writes, buthe recites my fame. 
My wortbie father Lxcixe Ceſar hadto name,”. f 
Aurelia faixe my motheralſo hight, 
Of Caius Cotta daughter chew, right. 


How Iwas trained vp in youth what need Itell? ' 77 Af 
Sith thatmy noble Aunt (that /»/iahight) me taught, / Fo 
Who could with morall diſcipline inſtru me well, 7 1-55/ 42 


And ſaw the frame in me that natures skill had wrought, 
By her inſtruftions aye I wit and fauour ſought, 

I was accounted comely of my grace, | 

I hadby natures gift aPrincely face, 


Of ſtature high andrall, of colour faire and white, 

Of bodie ſpare andleane, yet corhely made to ſee : 

What need I more of theſe impertinentrecite, 

Sith Plutarch hath atlarge defcrib! ditall tothee, 

And eke thy ſelfe that think'ſt thou ſeeſt and heareſt me, 
Maiſt well ſuppofe the reſt, and write the truth, 
Of all my noble ations from my youth, 


In journey ſwift I was, and prompt and quicke of wit, 
My eloquence waslikte of all that heard mie pleade, - 
I had the grace.to-vſe my tearmes, and place them fir, 
My roling Rkntaricke flood my Clients oft inſtead 2: 
No fine conueyancepaſt the compaſle of my head... 

I wan the ſpurres, Thad thelaudandpraiſe, 


I paſtthemall thatpleadediuthoſedaies,; 4s 
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Ar ſeuenteene yeares ofage aBlamin wasT choſe; 

An office greatin Rome ofPriefthood Princely hie, 

Imartied eke Coſſutia, whereof much miſchiefe roſe, 

Becauſe I was diuorc't from her ſoſpeedilie. 

*Diuorcementbreeds deſpite, defameis gotthereby. 

© For ſuchasfancies fond by chance fulfil, 
Although they thinke itcannot come toill, 


Oftheſe the ſtories tell, what need Imorerecite, | 
Or of the warres I waged Conſul withthe Galles? 
The worthieſt writers had defire of mie to write, 


They plac'ſtiny lifeamongſtthe worthies and theirfalles; 


So Fame me thinkes likewiſe amids the Britaines calles 
For Ceſar with hisſword, that bare the ſway, 
Andfor the cauſe that wroughthis ſwift decay, 


When Tin France hadbtought the valiant Galles tobend, - 


And made thenyſubieR and obeyfant ynto mee : 

I then did thinke Thad vnto.the world his end 

By Weſt ſubdued the Nations which were whilome free, 

There of my famous warres I wrote an hiſtorie, 
Ididdeferibe.each placesand ſequels'of my warre, 
The Commentaries cal'd of C2ſarsaQs that are, 


Atlength Ididperceiue there was an Iſland yet 
By Weſt of France, whichinthe Ocean ſea did lie: 
And that there waslikewiſeno cauſe ortime to let, 
But that I mightwith-themathe chance of fortune trie. 
Ifentto them for hoflageof aſſurance, I, ' | 
And wil'd themtribu yntothe Romane ſtout, 
Orelſe I would both put their liues and goods indoubt, 


But they a peoplefierce and recklefle of my powers, 
Abuſed thoſewhich broughtth:ambaſſage thar Tent : 
Now fith (quoth they)'the latidandregion heere is ours, 
We will not Ceſarto thy rightleſle hefſes aſſent. 

By doome of friendly Gods this land firſt we hen, 


Of Priames blood we are; from Greece we Troians came, | 
As Bratwbrought vs thence, and gaue thisland his _ 
5 
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This land reported wasfull fertile for the ſoile, "13A 


The wealthie warlike ſort of Britaines ſtout within, 
Wererather able well to giue, thentakethefoile, ; 
To thoſe which came by warres, their freedome forto win, 
My ſelfe made firſt aſſault, with them I did begin, 
Ofall the Romanes firſt I waged with them warre : 
And this I can report, they valiant people are. 


It was reported eke that in my warres in France 


Some Britainesthither came _— the Galles to fight, : | 


And that for pleaſure ſake, to'try. of Mars the chance, 
And for to haue in field of Romane warres the fight: -- ' 
That they no labour ſpardeby day nor yetby night, | 

In campe, in ſcoute, forhunger, heate, or colde : 

But were in all attempts of armes both tour and bolde.. 


This fame enflamed-me, diſpleaſure-cke Frooke, - 
That glory hopte to-get ſo doughtie hearts to daunt : 
On which, with windsat wil, I Gallia ſhores forſooke,. 
. Full minded for to make the Britaines tribute graunt, 
Sith at my meſſage ſent, they ſeemed fo totaunt..  ' 
With armour, ſouldiers good, andof munition ftore,, / 
I went appointed wel, with fiftie failes or more. 


But ſo the noble Britaines plaide the yaliaunt men 

By policies, and force to hurt my ſhippes and me, 

That I was forced after my returne agen, . 

To rigge my ſhipppes : againea'wondrousthing to fee :- 

For inthe ſtrands and in the ſeas, where hauens be, 
Sharpe poſtesthey pight, whereon our ſhippes we ron : 
When many diu'd the deepe before the land wee won. 


Being hardly.come to land, atlength wemet the hoaſt,* -- © 

And ſharpely fought with them,whoſe praiſes earſt wehard:* 

I haue nocauſe of Britane conqueſt for toboaſt, p 

Ofall theRegionsfirſt and laſt with whom I ward. 

A people ftoutandfirong, enduring chances hard, 0307 
And deſperate, wilde and fearce; and recklefle found I they, 

Not ſoone agaſt with dint, orfright with fallof men. 


I ef A+. 3 hu tf, TT = _ «- 4 WIT I N <a 


Me <f mJ br tm 


For 


CL. Cefer. 


Themlelues, and for the palme did all their dealings dight. 
Though with myRomanes I wag'd all my warlike might, 

I wasnotable there, toccauſe them yeeld or flee, 

Or for a ſpace totake a time of truce with me : 


The toiles wee tooke to enter at the firſt on land, 
And for to ſaue our ſhattered ſhips and armour brought, 
Toweythemoutthar elſe had bulg'd themſcluesin fend 
Hercon before the fielde with might and maine we wrought, 
Beſide atskirmiſh oft, vpon the ſhore we fought, 

Theſe labourstired fo my men and me thartide, 

That we could not endure the battailes brunt rabide, 


They followed hard the chace, with ſcath and lofle weſcapte, 
And ſhiprt, we hoiſed failes, to Fraunce we made retire ; 
Where for an armie new, another roade we ſhapte, 
Ifwinter colde were paſt, to come the following yeare : 
Andſo we did indeed, and bought our comming deere; 

For they prouided had fo well to fight, thatT 

With all mine armies ſtout could finde no viRteric, 


— a to ſhippe my mates T bad my Captaines tur, 

Eke from this people fearce with ſpeede toſhift away : 

The chance of warre is hard and doubtfull for raflure, 

Where th'enemies neither dint of death nor dangers fray, 

They reckt not of their wealth nor lofſe of goods decay, 
Bur for their freedome fought, on Princes caſe they ftood, 
With joyfull hearts they waged warlike life and blood : 


AlmoRThad no hope at all to make returne, 
The people were ſo fearce;, ſo ſtubburne, tout, and bold: 


No time of reftI wrought amongſt them to ſojurne, 


They could not by our power bee tulednor controld, 

They faid they would vs pay no filuer, brafle, nor gold. 
ToourindiRtons ſent, < would not ſettheir hand, 
But for totriethe caſe, withall their power toftand, 


For when ourarmiesmet, nodangers-theyforſooke,, 

Bur ſo behau'd, theraſelues in cuery place of fight, | 

Asthoughto ay 37 Ore Foy: onelyhad berooke 
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134 (1. Ceſar. 


When to the coaſts of Galliaagaine with loſſe we come; - 
That neuererſt with ſuch wei. 594 foes didturnethebacke, 
The Britainesthey reioyce with i——_—_ and ſome, '* 
And fame doth ſound report, they make the Romanespacke: 
Where we no men, no coine, nor no munitionlacke, off 
No captaines good, no art, no yvieuall, hearte to fight, 
A goodly ſpolle, the land apray before ourfight, | 


Now marke the hap we had: whileI in Gallia lay, 
The Britainespaſt the time in triumphes and infeaſts, 
And for our ſecond flight. with ſports they ſpend the day 
Accounting vs in their reſpetbutcoward beaſts. 
Amongſt their other ſport of Iuſts and pleaſantiefts, 
A.ciuill diſcord fell berweene two worthy peecres, 
Of courage both ſo good, that neither beſt appeares : 


[4 The one hight ſrenglas, of kinred to the King, 
| A worthy wight in warre, and prudent, wiſe andſage : 
The other Elenine, whoſe naar? he ſtories bring, 
But ftourneſle in his fight, asruled all by rage, .. 
Yet bothagainſttheRomanes with the king did wage 
The Britiſh warre full well, and ſerued as they ought, 
Till time at homethepraiſc of triumphes yaine they ſoughr, 


This Elenine was ſtout, for he was neere of kin 

Vanto Arnarogens which was th Earle of London then, . 

And claimed eke the palme (they ſay) thathe did win 

In triumphs at the iuſhs amongſt the noble men, 

But as they wentaboutto triethelineagen, 
They fell from words to ſharpe, and laide on loade amaine, . 
Vntill atlength in fighthight /reng/as was flaine, ..- .. 


The King did ſend for Elenine, but he was fled 

Vnto the Earlehis cofin, whence he would not come :- 

He feared leſt he ſhould haueloſthis hated head. 

*The guilty heart conceau's before the Judge doe doome. 

He wiſt if once he went, there needed himno toome. | 
Wherefore he it refuſed, and th'Earle was diſcontent 8- 
Who meſlage ſharpe againe ynto the King had ſent, 

Caſſibellane 
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C. 1."Cefar.' 
Caſſibellane difpleaſed mich that ſubiefts ſhould 
Both ſlay his friend, andeke refuſe to bide thelawe, 
And ao inrebellious wiſe, endeuour what they could, 
To cut themſclues yniuftly from the Princes awe, 


Though it him greeu'dto ſeeathome ſo foule a flawe, 
He could not yet abidethe injuries were ſhowne, 


Butarmdehimſelfe and his, gainſt ſubieAs once his owne, 


When th'Earle e-Hrdyropens ſaw that he was far too weake, 
Againſt his Prince to wage rebellious wars begon, 
He ſent to me inFrance,defiring helpe to wreake 
The iniuries and wrong Caſſibellare had don, | 
Healſo Scena ſent, for pledge, his onely ſonne, 
And thirtie youths befide,of honour great well borne: 
I would not truſt his take, normeſflage ſentbeforne. 


Onthis Texpeditioh made the third and laft, 
(For he did warrant me my purpoſe to obtaine) 
Ikipt my men,and hide me thitherward full faſt, 
Had windeat will,and came to ſee the ſhining ſhores againe : 
Andofmy comming fo the Earle was glad and faine. 
Weioined hands and league and armies for the fight: 
And fought ,and put Caſibellarethe noble King to flight, 


Yethe repaird his hoſte againe, thatfiercely faught, 
And oftaffaid to ſlay or take the Earle or mee : 
And when hee fawatlength his labour yailed naught, 
And Britanes with theRomanes linked fo to bee, 
Greatgriefe he had inthem ſuch treaſon for to ſee. 
His lofle in doubrfull war not grieu'd him halfe ſo ſore, 
His peoples baſe reuolt he chiefely did deplore. 


To make it ſhort :the King was faineatlength to yeeld, 
The tribute granted wasthree thouſand pounda yon : 
Webare away theprice, we wan the worthy field, 


And made them friends againe that bought our fauour deere, 


I nced no longer ſtay to tell the tory heere, 
Nor et to giue my friend the Earle of London blame, 
Sith by his meanes I wan to Rome eternall fame, 


ns 
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136 (. 1. Ceſar. 
From FranceT after ſentto Rome, reporting how 
Amongſt the warlike Galles andBritainesT had ſped : 
I made requeſt ; by friends, I might be Conſallnow 
On my returne againe :but Powpeyes hautie hed 
Did ioyne himſelfe with Peeres and armies which heled, 
Alledging plaineI meant the publique weale tinuade : 


| They would reprefſe my pride with mightand dint of blade; 


With ſpeedT came and force, which made them all to flic 
To Greece from Rome in haſte, where they prepared war: 
For in Epyrus then with ſouldiers they did lie.” * | 
This Pompey proud that inade the Romans with me ar, 
He at Dyrrachium ftaid, to which (though itwerefar) 
Iled my conquering hoſt : Iskirmiſhtoften there : 
But from the fight to flie we ſoone contented were. 


On this he followed faſt, in hope towin thefield, 
To Theffalic he came, where I did ſtay therefore: 
Our armies metand fiercely faught, not bent to yeeld, 
Till fifteene hundred men were {lainein fight, ormore, 
Butin the end they fled, we tooke ofpriſoners ſtore, 
They duxft notdare t abide the chance of Mars to trie, 
But either fell in fight or from the field did flie, 


Thence Pompey fled the field, and into Egypt came 
To Ptolemie the King as then but yong of age, 
Where of his ſlaughter foule Seprimize hath the blame, . 
He was his end that didtheſe warres againſt me wage, 
Euen ſo by courſe we come toplay vpon the ſtage, 
Our trauels haue an end when we do feelethe fall: 
For all our life is but arace of miſcrie and thrall, 


But Pompeyes friends and fonnesby might did oftaflay 
When he was done to death, to take reuenge on me, 
AndI by dint of ſword repel'd their force away, 
Gate offices ofrule, and gouern'deach degree, 
_ At Cefarsbeckand call obeyſantallthey bee: - 
EnaQed lawes, direed eacheſtate, 
Emperially the firſt aloft I fate; 
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C. [. Ceſar. 

But glorie won, the way to hold andkeepethe ſame, 

To hold good fortune faſt, aworke of cunning skill : 

Who ſo with prudent art can ſtay that ſtately dame, _ 

Which ſets vs vp ſo high vpon her hautie hill, 

And conſtant aye can keepe her loue and fauour ſtill, 
He wins immortall fame,thrice bleffed is the crowne: 
If once misfortune kicke and caſt the ſcepter downe. 


For when in Rome I was aldhe Difator choſe, 
AndEmperour or Captaine ſoleto be for ay : 
My glorie did procure me many ſecret foes, 
Becauſe aboue the reſt I bare the ſoueraigne ſway. 
By ſundrie meanes they ſought my ruine and decay. 
For why, there could no thing in ſtate determin'dbe, 
Valeſſe it likte me firſt, and were approu'd by me. . 


This they enui'd atme that fird aloft toclime, 
As hautie Caſſizs, which the Prerorſhip did crave, 
And Brutus eke his friend which barethe chiefeſt crime 
Ofmy difpatch and death, for they did firſt depraue 
My life, mine aQts, my raigne,and ſoughtmy blood to haue,, 
Full ſecretly amongſt themſelues confpir'd, decreed 
Tobe attemptors of that cruellbloodiedeed, 


YetIforewarned wasby Caps: fatall tombe 

His Epitaph my death did long before foreſhow : 

Cornelis Balbic ſaw mine horſes headleſſe ronne- 

| Without the guide of man, forſaking food for woe, - 

Sprrina warned me that ſooth of things did know, 
Alittle wreninbeake with Lanrell greene that flew, 
Foreſhew'd my dolefull death, as w all men knew. . 


The nicht before my fall in ſlumber Idid dreame - 


I caried was, fromearth and flew the clouds aboue, -. 


And ſomtime hand in had I O_ I walkt with. /ove ſupreame,. 


My wife Ca/phurnie, Ceſars only loue, 
Did dreame ſhe ſaw her creſt of houſeto fall, 
Her husband thruſt through breaft a ſword withall, . 


Eke that ſame night her chamber dores theſeluesflew open all. 
Theſe 


38 CE. I. Ceſar. 
Theſe things did make me much that mourning tomiſlike, 
AndIacrazed wasand thoughtat home to ſtay : 5 
But who is he canyoid deaths dart when he doth ſtrike, 
Where ſo greatnumber ſeckes his life for to betray? 
The traytor bloodie Brztus bad menot delay, 
Nor yetto fruſtrate there ſo greataſlſemblie ſace, 
AtlaſtIwent and there did meet yntimely fate. 


To Senate as I went, behold a Roman ſtood, | 
Preſenting me a ſcrale of euery traytors name : 
Andall their whole deuice that ſought topill myblood, 
Thar preſently decreed to execute the ſame. 
But Iblind wretch ſuppoſde thar for ſome ſuite he came, | 
I heedleſfe bare this ſcroke inmy vnhappic hand, 
For which Iloſtmy life,as you ſhall vnderſtand. 


ac a a—— Et 


Spurina as I came at facrifices was, 

Neere to the place where I was after ſlaine : | | 

Of whoſe diuinings true I then did littlepaſle, 

To warneme of my death the Prieſt did ſeeke inyaine, 

My hautic heart growne proud theſe warnings all diſdaine. 
(Quoth 1) the Ides of March be come, yet harme is none, 
(Quothhe) the Ides of March be come, yetth'are not gone, 


Aſſoone as I'was ſet, the traytors allaroſe, 
And one approched neere, as to demand ſome thing : 
To whomas1I gaue eare, at once my cruell foes | 
Beſet me round about, their weapons hid they bring. | 
Then too late perceiu'd my deaths approching ſting. 
O this (quoth 1) is violence : then Caſſizs picrſt my breſt : | 
And Br&rus thou my ſonne (quoth I) whom erſt Iloued beſt? 


Yee Princes all, and noble men beware of pride, 
Wracke not the Commonwealth for wealthie kingdomes fake: 
Be warn'd by me, that ſet my ſelfe the world to guide, 
Beware what bloodie warres for rule you yndertake, 

Ere three and twentie wounds had made my heart to quake, 
How many thouſands fell for Pompeyes pride and mine? 
How many valiant Knights did loued lite rehgne? 
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Full many noble men, torule alone, Iflew, 
And ſome themſelues againe for griefe ofheart did (lay : 
For they would neuer yeeld though I did them ſubdue: 
Some I did force to yeeld, ſome trauail'd farre away, 
As loth to ftay and ſeetheir countries fwift decay. 
The world on Aphrike coaſts, and Afia diftant farre, 
And Europealſo knew my bloodſheds greatin warre. 


But fith my whole pretence was nought but glorie yaine, 
To haue renowne and rule 'mongfſt men aboue the reſt, 
Without remorce in mind of many thouſands ſlaine, 
Which, for their owne defence, their warres ſo oft addreſt : 
liuſtly deeme therefore my ſtonic heartand breſt 
Recciu'd ſo many wounds this ſentence long hath ftood 
That who ſo ſlayes, he paies the price ofblood for blood, 


HOW CLAVDIVS TIBE- 
RIVS NERO EMPEROVR OF 
Rome, was poiſoned by Caizs Caligula, the 
geare of ChriZ, 39. 


K > 5 Hat UL ootes it hautie hearts depend ſo much 
PRVZPS On high cſtate-,anailes itought thinke yee? 
| oy The gold istri'd when jt is brought to tuch ; 
—R A&M So trialltelles what worldly triumphs bee. 
TE hen glorie ſhines, no dangers deepe we lee, 
Till we at aſt finderue the prouerbe old : 
*Notallth atſhines is pureandperfeR gold: - 


While yaliant men ſo buine with hot deſire 
Of royall rule, and rhisſt ſo ſore for ſear, 
No ſprings of Pernaſſe mount can quench the fire, 
Nor Boreas blaſt allay the hautie heate, | 
On high renowne ſo much their braines they beate, . 
And toyle ſo much for fading flickering fame, 

On carth for ayeto leaue behind a name. 


14.0 C. T., Nen.. 
But if they would marke Fortunes double face, 
And how ſhe turnes about the cottering wheele 2 
How ſhe doth change her minde and turne her grace, 
How blinde of fight ſhe is,how light of heele: 
They would not rue the fatall falles they feele, 
They would not after blame her blindneſle fo, 
Butlooke before,and leape her lightneſle fro, 


All men that in affaires themſclues imploy, 
Doe praiſe Dame Fortune firſt if they ſpecde well : 
- But if thereby fall after ſome annoy, 
They curſe her then, as hatefull hagge ofhell : 
If Fortune firme had ſtoode,they had not fell, 
They ban her then,and yet themſelues were curſt, 
Which tooke her baite fo freely at the firſt, 


For while her idle impes doe bathe inbliſle, 
They count her gifts and pleaſures all good hap: 
Burif at laſt ſhe frowne (as cuſtome if 


And ct them ſlip againe beſide her lap, 


They then confeſle herbaites did boad ſome trap, 
AsThaueprou'd,whatFortune giues to men, 


For pleaſure each,ſhe brings difpleaſures ten, 


eAuguitas great that good Ottawins hight, 
The Emperour which in peace didrule fo long, 
In whoſe good raigne was borne the Lord of light 
'Nam'd Jeſ# Chrift,in power and works ſo ftrong, 
Whom in my daies the Iewes oppreſkwith wrong, 
Of which good ChriffanonIThaue to tell: 
Burt furſt ynto Avugait us what befell, 


This noble Emprour did my mother wed 
Which Liw/a hight,a faire and noble dame : 
His daughter [uliaI likewiſe did bed, 
Andput away my wife ofbetterfame 
e7grippa great with child,the moremy blame : 
I was through this and th'Emprefle Linias 5kill, 
Adopted Emprourby Avguitus will. 


. GCT.Ner. 141 
When he was dead, then I Tiberiw taign'd 
Adopted thus, and for my noble aQts, 

Fwas both vnto warre and peace well train'd, 
Th11llyrians muſt confefle my famous facts : 
In three yeares ſpace my power their pride ſubacts. 

On them and Germanes triumpht neare and farre, 


Saue Punike fight the greateſt Roman warre. 


Now (for it was my hap a victour fo 

ToRomereturne a yeare before hisend 

Throughout the world the fame of me did go, 

The Romans all to fauour me did bend. 

Tothem Angus did my warres commend, 
Adopted me, and(as I ſaid) for this | 
The Romanes heapt on me all worldly blifſe, 


So when I had obtained my deſire, 
Who then but Ceſar ?I did rule alone : 
By nature proud, preſuming to aſpire, 
Diſſembling that which afcerward was knowne. s 
For when the fathers mind tome was ſhowne, 
Oftheir eleting mine Emperiall place, 
Iſkkem'd to ſtay, refuling ita ſpace. 


And thus to proue my friendsbefore I did, 
Andeke to heare what cuery one would ſay, 
Which was the cauſe why ſome I after rid, 
Thebeft'mongſt them1 made as foes away. 
By ſlaughter Fs I thought my throne to ſtay, 
But otherwiſe then I had thought it fell, 
As time doth trie the fruit of things full well. 


Another griefe conceiu'd I will recite, 
Which made me with the Sexatediſcontent : 
About that time did Pontiva Pilate write 
His letters how the Jewes, to malice bent, 
Had put to death one (Þri## full innocent, 

The Sonne of Cod, of might, of power no lefſe, 

Which roſe fromdeath, as Chriſtians all confeſle.:. 
Thus wiſe he wrote : 

PONTIVS 


7 


PONTIVS PILATE' FR” 
DIVS, wiſheth health. 


This letter is F late it chant; which I Fa proved wet, 

| 4 Flores hi- The lewes threugh wrath by crucl| doome haue loft 
youma nM Thenſelues, aud all their ofsring that enſue. 
 Thinkgthat 1 do For when their fathers promiſe had that God 

= ſevit dovune Would ſend to them from heanen bis holy one, 


Tc 

. Al 
= Fhereby toafs That might deſerningly be nam#d their King, | ., 
| J 

Fo 


| | -_ = oy = , _— by avirgin him to th earth to ſend, 
I amperfoug. {ve now when as the Hebrewes Goa was come, 
| ded be wuould Ana they him ſaw reftore the blind to fight, | 
z0t voriteſs Tocleanſe the leapers, cure the palſies i | 
| | => mms To caft fiends out of men, and raiſe the dead, 
| cond aud o. Command the winds, on ſeawith drie feete walke, 
' thers, tht JAndmanymarnels great beſide to do, 
| Claudins Fhenallmen called him the Sonne of God, 
ny S The Priefts in enuie brought hm wnto me, 
| have binteken And bringing many forged fained faults 
In Rome for « Nam dbm a wiſard, gain#t their laWes to de - 
. God, andthat Which 1 beliening whipt hims for the cauſe,” 
|| FbeSenate and Ad gaue himwp to uſe as they thought beFF. 
; _— at Us They crucifid him, buried him, bis tombe, 
ce about NS 
| theſamemar- T 10) kept three dates with ſouldiers ftout : yet he 
| ver, The third day roſe againe, and came to life. 
Which when they heard, they brib d the ſouldiers all, 
And bad them ſay, his corpes was ſtolne away. 
The ſouldiers yet, when they the money had, 
Conldnot the truth keepe ſilent of the fait - 
For they did witneſſe be did riſe againe, _ 
And of the ewes, that they money taken had. 
1 write the truth ; if any otherwiſe 


Do bring report,account it but waine lies. 
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Nero. 


FPHeſelettersread, I'did thereon conferre, 


Boghwith the Fathers graue in high degree, 
ichthe nobles who i R—_ ” 

iftin Rome as God mightcountedbee, 

whiehthey only did not get, 

ecauiſe the letters came not firſt tothem) 

utby editdidpuniſh Chriſten men. 


Totheir accuſers threaten death did, 

Although Seian from my partie fell : 

The Senate which the Chriſtians ſought torid, 

By me were after ſeru'd in order well. . | 

For as Chriſts Godhead they would Rome expell, _ 
And would not ſeniie the God of tverbenatf fone 
To pot apace their hautic heads were pent. 


Ibaniſht ſome, and ſome to death I put, . 
And foure and twentie Fathers-graue Ichoſe ; 
From ſhoulders eke moſt of their heads I cur, 
Andleft likewiſe aliue but twaine of thoſe. 
Stianu 1 did ſlay, all Dr«ſus deadly foes. 
 Teke Germavicus with poyſon ſlew, 
Hisſonnes likewiſe, my poyſons force well knew. - 


The men that did Tehowaes ſonne refule, 
The King of Iewes, the Lord of life and health, - 
Were gouern'd thus : Tiberiv thus did vie 
The men that were the Gods in Commonwealth, 
Forſaking ſo their heauenly fauing health, 
The Emprour I which ſhould their lives defend, 
Sought all the meanes to bring their liues to end, 


Yetto religion I was nothing bent, 

Diſſembled things that leaſt I fauour'd Rill : 
Ineuer vide to ſpeake the thingsI ment, 

But bare in mind the waiesto worke men ill. 
Ifcem'd to ſometo beare them great good will, 
, Andthoſe Itooke away as time it ſerue, 


 Inconſtantymto each, yet ſeldome ſeem'd to ſwerue, 


To 


14.4.  - T. Nero. 


Todrunkennefle and riot, ”_ and caſe, 
And pleaſure all I gauemy ſtudie then : 


Nought more then ſubrill ſhiftings did me pleaſe, 
With bloodſhed, craftie, vndermining men. 
My Court was like a Lions lurking den. 

The Teſters nam'd me Caldings Biberins Mero, 

In tead of this my name, Claudine Trberms Nero, 


I will no more my life deſcribe this time, 

For why, my fadts at laſt deſeru'd defame, 

Infefted with ſo many a fulſome crime, 

As may not heere repeated be for ſhame. 

I haue no cauſe the Ladieblind to blame, 
But mine owne ſelfe, who did abuſe my place, 
Which might full well haue vide the gifts of grace. 


Three things in fine I tell, that wroughtmy fall, 
Firſt vile diſſembling both with God and man : 
For bloodſhed then, which hatocke made of all, 
Blood cries to him that well reuenge it can, 
For filthie life I much offended than : 
Wherefore aliue thus poyſoned with theſe three, 
Caligula at laſt did poyſon me, | 


ToPrinces this I ſay, and worthie Peeres, 
I wiſh them wiſely weigh that heare me ſhall, 
And poiſe my firſt exploits with latter _ 
And well conſider one thing in my fall : 
* Abuſe of power abaſeth Princes all, 
In throne on earth, a Prince as God doth fit, 
And as a God no iuſtice ſhould omit, 


HOW CAIVSCASAR 
CalicGcvca EMPEROVR © OF 
Rome was ſlaine by Cheres andothers, 
the yeare of Chrift, . 

«£1. or MN eetrab 16d 
5.5 o__ Princes hauc in wealth no grace, 
I A&42 Toſcchow ſoonetheir vices bring them vnder, 
Y/Y But run ynruly,reckelefſe of their race, 


A Till at the length they make themſeluesa wonder, 
cs 2 \\hen from aloft their traces fall aſonder, 

There is no hope to hold _ the trace * 

They cannot keepe aloft th Emperiall place. 


Beholde my hap, oti whom the Romane rout _ 
With ioy did gaze, ke er yon. ſkineTlay.;} \ 1 
Hetelies (quoth they) thruſt thixtie times throughout, - 
The monſter vile, that beaſt Caligula, . 
Which did ſomany guiltleſſe Romanes ſlay. 

Thenobles now the matrons need not doubt, 

The worthy writers may their works ſetour. 


Iwas (I grant) full leaudly led by luſt, 

Iforced nought,of vertue, faith, nor law: 

In power I put my confidence and truſt, 

Regarding right nor Tuſtice ftrita ſtraw. 

My faQs infarlt my life with many aflawe, 
Didmeto hk of foule luſtinceſt draw: 
Which had of God nor natures hefts the awe. 


Tomakemy ſelfe a God I'diddeuiſe, 
Iupiter coname my ſelfe did dare, 
For inceſts vile, which all good wights defpiſe, 
Nam'd Bacchus cke a drunken ſhrine I bare. 
Tocall me God ſome flatterers did not ſpare. | 
By meſſage I commandedthemlikeviſe, 4 
My (tatue in the Temple to _” | : 


14.6 King Guiderins, 


I would not have my flaughtery here entrolde, > /\- - ' WH W 
And tnirdrouswiſchicucs mingled with thereft, If 
Without regard of ſexe,of yong orolde, - £24 I 
For which = Romanes did my life deteſt, Tl 
To vices vile my deedes wereall addreſt : H, 
Which mine owne ſeruantsloathing at the laſt 
With their owne hands my timelefle death did haſt, 
My life was naught,and thus athaftTdide, - - | $ (0) 
My life —_ both Gods andmen my foes+ algt Tt 
Let Princes thenbeware of pompe and pride, v 
And not themſclues vices fac difpols, = RS 
The throne will ſoonea Princelyminde difcloſe, — _ So 


The tyrants heart at once inthroneistride:: 
The Princely robe no tyrant thoughts can hide. 


HOW GVIDERIVS KING? 


of Britaine,andtheelder ſon of Gimbalin i 
wasflaine in batraileby a Romane,the yeare 
of Chrift,44. or as ſome write, 46. 
m__.c:, no inhnd thy pen for me An 
d) © | Letnotmy death and Rory licforgoce : : W 
| & Good caulc there isI ſhould remembred be, H; 
| I PII If thou the falles of Britaine Princes note, In! 
ne [1 fateinPrincelyplaceaflote, Wa 
Thad the ſword, I bare the ſcepterright : 
I 'was accounted aye a worthy wight. | 
, Guiderins was my name,the ſonneof yore He 
| Of noble Cimbalne,and afterKing :: = 
The Romane tributeI would pay nomore;. "mo 
Me thought ic was too baſe a {cruile thing. | And 
NoRomane ſhould mein ſubieRionbring,. Pur 
Itoutly did deny whatthey did claime, I 
Though many counſeldme to yeeld the ſame, < 


* 
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I would not graunt, vniuſtlyhedidcraus, ©: kr 
That mightin time procuremyRealmesdecayr: 
He ſhould not beare our freedome wha 


On this addreſt himſclfe in warlike ſort, _ 
The noble Clauding came to yiethecaſe: 


Which haqbe ore receiued high 15% NY V 


Both of my, wealch,my force,andnob © grace. '% 

Sothinking wellhe mightmy fame deface, ”  _ 
FromRome he camet6Britaine with his hoaſt, 
Andlanded here vpon my Sourherne coaft.. | 


Now marke my tale, and hereby ſhalt thou know 
Theſubrill fleights of Romanes in their war : 
Theſlie deceits of fuch doemakeaſhow, | 
Whereby eo trie che people whattheyare, © 


— - 
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Ofall thereſt example takeby one, *' 


Amongſt his men,a Captaine touthehad, 

With whomiifight I made mypartygood: * © 
Hamonins menhimeal'd,who forhis blade 
Atlaſt did worke awile ro ſhed myblood, 
Heclad himſelfe ashe aBritaine weare, '- 
Like armour,ſword,and target did he beare.- 


He marcht with vs as he a friend had been, 
And when we came to fi ghthe ſhew'daface 
Of comfort andbold courage gainſt his men: 
And when they fled, and we purſu'd the chace, 
Purſue (quoth he) the Romansflie apace, 
In Britiſh tongue he cride, they flie,they flic, 
Ouc hoſtages Pad taught him ſo to =_ 
7. 2 


When Claxdirs ſent this tribucefortohaue, 21mm ot oo wht; 
Iſenthim wordagaine,I wouldnorpayei';' 2/1 26 7ont20mo 


By forceand fraude proud Czfa# heere idraigne 7 
Bur nowby might myright would maintaine, 09) 


Note well ſuch foes jndealing neereandfary-: 
Amidſt thefield,in ſcourzorfighraloner'!t 
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As wepurſude, inmehe thruſthisblade, + M3 50 
Berweene my armour ſplints he gaue the wade, 2 
And faſt away for life to ſhifthe made, 1 
Thus by deceits my life hee. did:confound..-- 
Of my decay this wasthefatall ground: 

Which thou muſtpen;thatIa mirorbe 

For men to hunch flights of rrecherie, 


HOW LALIVS HAMO 
THE ROMANE CAPTAINE 


was (line, after the ſlaughter of 
Guiderius, about the _ 7. 
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YRIRomane CappaineTio Bricaines dertionr Sk = AL 
DA 2 Diſguiſde therfore,in ficld didflay' their noble King Ne 
RA ventredifi their hoſt, and Iray purpoſchdd:: Sit 
Daz h To rennreſoforCounres ſakes wornby thing." | 
But whoſo weenesto win by ter tiighrenawne; |: 


Hath often times the fate, to fall by ſlaug ter downe. 


Euen ſo my ſelfe that ſlew, ſhort: time $ did! 

In flightT rw was, and hewdeiw umemexy Ws 

Which downe the cleeues they didints the waters mh 

And by my name as yet wry Aeveny” harbor calL' + 
Who thinkes by ſlaughters praiſe, to winne immortall fame 
By treaſon vile, deſeryes rs ſheete of ſhame, ' 


[ . *.#\ 
- .* « 
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of Rome, hi omeoen y his witc Azrip- 
111. 1 Pw TheyeareWfChrith, © 
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*&8 Ay not the people well, thatfortune fauoursfooles?/ ©. 
So well they fay, Ithinke,whichnameherbectle blind, 
Incednottell Tree lickre whatlhaut tear d as ſchooles, 

But may by proofe expreſſe the madneſſc ofmy mind;- >:c:22 +!" 
My mother by her prouerbsmeafodle defia'd,: ot 1 bot poll 
Which often ſaid whenany fooliſhlybad done; | 
Infaith youare as wile as Clawdivis my fonne, |. 


F. 


| Itpleaſed her not oplyfotottamemeſor,7,Þ os fo | 1571638 
Butalſo me in ire amoiiſtet ofeſhenam'd,-:15 cow oo ir OT 
| Vnperfefall, begun by nature, bur begor // /!1/. 111 1 1) 1111 
BY Notabſolute, not well;norfully compleat fran'd, i 17 
6 Sith thus my metheriaftin angerinedefamd;:: Yall 200 2502 9116, 
What meant the met-afRomegwhichfogleftedime; 5: 1116! 
A fools; a morifter fouls, their gouernourtobe?:c:../-i7 | 


ThEmperiall blaodandhigtideſcent was partly cauſe, -*- ' 

ThatI (vnfir en attain'd the fuj = + Fuopas | 

Andyet thebloodieStnaterooke awhile the paul, 

Determivipgin mind$aboliſ{hcueryone 17: 

Of Ceſars ancient lidage, astheir mortall fone... 

i. For wheahey could, they: thought, receiueno quietreſk, 
But ſtillby our proitd rai ghe werecruelly oppreſt. 


The fouldiers which mie found-where Tiny felfe had hid, 

Loe froma place obſcuxs} vnfirfor Ceſarrgrace, /-- : > 
WW Theybroughtme orthbyfaice; there meproclaimethey did, 
I Becauſe Iſeem'd inheartmuchineckenefſero embrace, 

And could diſſembleiekertobeaineth'Emperiall place, 
Whereby the5ydrrietsfiout werevaro meinclinde, i i |: 
Suppoſing I HT —_— —K | vItzor?)'5; The 

Z 
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The ctaftie fox ENG take pflarybgs del 1 
If that he do pexcciue the maſtiue yNg: TY on tito 
The Cxocodilein Nile will fainero 39 Weep and "3 T 
But if the ſheepe, her yotig, or ori man be _—_ 
Wolfe, Foxc, and Crocodile,haue euen the prey they ſought, 


So T could wiſchyfaine, asthonghTdidrefuſe: +: © 7 11 \ " i 5: 
Totake the Empires fway,a chargefor me:t00 _ = I 
Byt weltin mibd:Ianiflyfthiarimiedidime chin [ 8 Ix WS 7 
The Senate coubdnaqtme by forcethercof' nee: 90: gn Fe 
They had no power toftay metvonvrhe: haurie ſeate, 1-117 1 Fc 


Thus though Eſcem'darfuft  fimple,miecke andplaine < 
Yet was Ifubrtill llic,andglad of glorie yaine.. . 50D 


But after I was thron'd, I,gatemyrelfezoeaſe; » : | i bobs nl if 
To wine, to women eke /roſport; and bellie - non 977008 zl A 
And fooliſh fearefull was, my! wife for to difpleaſe '. .. "Bl 
Who HMeſalmathight,: whoſe manhers homely were: ” [ds 308 A 
She made not only mothe clickoldsþorne =: "ane wa cr 2100 2 in E 
But alſo didibite good/mdwons vitevicey 2/3 37: 
And virgins ebaltcafinne;vomade —_———_ prices. 
For if that either they did-ſeeme #abhor:thefacRt;' —— 5c 
Or if that men with heradulteratewould-notbe; . 1M T 
Some famous grime was fain dorkifeſometivigous a, 7 1»; 218 
For which not they nor cheiryſromſlainghte>could be' free” [9! ye A 
My houſhold {crnantsWwereprefer. dim placeby meg20o nh) 10088 7: 


Theifwealthwasmorethermine :theprouerbe- went as chen, 
*Inced no treaſure want,if Iwould OP mens: 


OnthisTcaiſetlhirfor robemadedoay; 2c 6 1b 1:1 
And made a vow,nomprewithwomen for. eve; 4 
Beclule my vicious wiuesſo mnowemoarotry; NG 7901 
Or elſe with whoredome vite toviolaremybedy - © - 
But blind at —__ with folly pot fled;:- 
And Agwppinahight mybrothers "2mm = rod 
_ I FN ern miſcabhar mW 1 220g 
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iſe gfowne therein, ! C1] 


And Iſo8kilfull was byptaQti 

That I of dicing arte did writea worke of Price. : 

This may fall well declaze if I were.graue and wile, . 
Growne old in all my deeds ſo.crequlous wasT, 

That in each doubrfull placeThad ſome ſecret ſpice, 


So bloodie wasI growne, that every lightoffence : .. 
Was cauſe enough to take away th'offendets life ; 
Ifo for etfull was, and fich my n ligence,: TELLER ED! 
I would enquire for thoſe that caultle niyformet griefe,.;,. | | /- 
For Meſſalina faire, oflatemy wanton wiſe:;; -':11 ©. * - 1 
Eke for ſuch others dead I would enquire againe, 
As Iinrage before commanded tobe ſlaine. 


"WY Ifondly did extoll themeanerforrofmen, |! 
"WF Adoming their degrees with titles of eſtate,::| .;; 
Euen fuch as ſeruants were and ſeru'd rhy'dietthen,, 
"' Amongſt the ancient men-in Senate often fate, | 
"HF For which the Romans me ynto the death did hate, 
And for the cruell deedsandbeaftly life llead, : 
Full often times they wiſhtthatItheir Prince were dead, /- 


My Agrippine perſwaded me tadopt herhopefull ſonne, 
Thatafter my deceaſe the Empire hemight haue : 

8 Which when too ſoone atlengthThad ynwiſely donne 
"WF Ather yniuſt requeſt, as ſhe the ſarme didcraue: 

"BY Inrecompenceto me ſhe deadly-poyſon gaue, ' 

D, Whereof at laſt 1 did :this was my life aid end : 
Whichasa mirour heere tothee Idocoemmend, 
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HOVW'FHE EMPEROVR 
DOMITIVS NERO-LIVED: 
wickedly andryrannoufly; andimtheend | 

" mſec fewtinl, heya 
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V4 fVitthat lead ſoloofe a life fpeake herre, ab 
AW/a Þ Amongtt the wreckes whom Fortunes tempeſfts tore? 
BALI Well, then bKoELmulthe Caſt isctecre,  - * & 


” 


But blame Imuſt monly Rifetherefore; 

Iam that Nerorule irRomethar bore,” © | 
My mother Agrippineſo ame; for me, 
Hcr husband poiſhed, Imight Emprourbe. 


A while I gaue my ſelfer&ponttmewell;: 2s 0 nt 
As Senec graue inſtructed metheretos's nf 1! 
But after, [ ro.ftiamelefſe dealings fell,. 4 
Atrandome liu'd inluſtas EechersYogy: i: 

To {laughtersfell;of friends and kinred to0,. 

Not ſpariug choſe ih flefhly tufts deſire; ! ons ofa he? but 
Whom natures impes:quinbbeaſts willnocrequire;.*- 
A ſhame it were to telf my hatefull lifes” © ; 
But he that wanted fhame,whoſe face was brafle, | 
That ſpared nexhermen;maide,virgme;wife, i - {iP 
Not mother, ſiſter, kindy norkin tharwas? ff 1) 1 1 
Whoſe fats both care andſhame didalwaies paſſer ! 


What ſhould he ſhame to-do, e,think, or fay, org 
Which all his life caſt baſhfull £| away? 15 


For wantonnefſle, I paſt the filthie ftues: - 
For gluttonie, Thadno where mypeere : 
No kind of cryeltie but I did vſe, 

No wiakednefſe from whichmy life was cleere, * 
My pride did paſſe them all, bothfarand neere. 
 Againſtthe trade of kinde in ſhamelefle life, 
One man had me for bride and forbride-wife, 
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With golden netsinriotI would fiſhe  - 

And purple lines to draw mynetsThad : 

I vſed cke for pleaſyresmanyadiſh, _ - 

And was with nought but luſt and miſchiefe glad, 

Though theſe things made the Romans hearrs full ſad, 
They durſt not ſpeake : for whoſs did complaine, 
Without reſpe&t or ſentence more, was ſlaine, 


For pleaſures ſake to ſee rhe flames ariſe, 
' Icauſde that Rome ſhould then on fire be ſet : 
Andfor tofeede therewith my gazing eyes, 
On high Mzcenas Tower to and I get. 
So,fixe daiesfire and ſeuen nights waſte Tet, 
And fang there while, beholding ie with ioy,.. 
The Iliades ſweet of Grecians burning Troy, - 


Then Ireſtrain'd that no man ſhould reſort: - 

Totheruines great, when as the fire waspalt : 

Nor ſhould therefrom the reliques left tranſport, 

But to my ſelfe reſeru'd them all at laſt, 

The Merchants cauſelefle from their goods1 caft,. . 
And Senatours depriu'd of all they had, 
Someſlaine,the reſt with life to ſcape were glad. . 


Still out the ſword to ſlay all ſortsTIdrew, © 
My mother could not ſcapeamongſt themſree : 
My brother deare,and-fifters eke ] flew, 
And of my wiues likewiſe, a twoor three, 
My kinſemen cke Ikil'd of each degree, | 
Reioycing in ſo heinous bloodſhed fill, 
Nought elſe with Nero then bur, kill,them kill, . 


And for that Seyeca me countaile gaue - 
(My tutour good in youth).toleauc my yice, 
bad him chooſe what death himlik'd co have, - 
Which now ſhould pay, forthen,my ftripes tlie price, 
In water warme to ftand was his deuice, 

And there to bleede: a milde and gentle death : : 
Euen (6 I cauſde themreaue his vitall breath... 
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So with almightie Jove I ganto warre, [oo ir 01623! 


The Chriſtians good I didtormentandflaye? © 7 > 


Commanding all my ſubieRs neereand farre,' 

Their lives and goods to ſpoile and take away. 

Which they accompliſhe ſtraight without delay : 
Both Pal and Peter Chriſts diſciples twaine, 
Th Apoſlles, both by mine edit were ſlaine. 


But what endureth long that's violent ?. 

The thunder ſeemes ſome time to teare the skies, 

At ſeas full oft the ſtormes are vehement, 

Tocloudes aloft the waues and waters riſe, 

Soone after th'aire iscleare, thewater lies: | 
Experience andthe prouerbs olde doe ſhowe, 
*Each ſtorme will haue his calme,each tide his flowe, 


For when I went for to deſtroy the ſtate, 
Andall the Romanes noble fame tobſcure + 
The Senateall, and people did me hate, 
And ſought which = they might my death procure, 
Mine outrage they no longer could endure, 
They me proclaimd a foe to publique weale, 
To 7 bo my ſelfe away by night Tfteale, 


Theiudgement was, ſuch foes ſhould pillered be 
By necke, in forke made faſtfull ſure tobide : 
And ſhould with rods ſo long there beaten be, 
Vatill therewith the wofull cayrtiues dide : 
From this correction therefore faſt T hide, 

From Ga/ba then proclaimed Emprour new, 


For feare of death, by deeds deſerued due, 
By night (I ſay) forſaken quite, Ifled, 


And Sporssth Eunuch moſt impure likewile, 

With others three, like flehy life thatled. 

To ſlay my ſelfe I deſperate then deuiſe, 

Whom all the world did fo for finne defpiſe : 
And thirſting ſore in flght, full faine I dranke 


The watexs foule,which inthe ditches ſtanke, 
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At my requeſt my friendswouldmenorkills 7/1 

Haue I (quoth 1):no foe, naryetnofrend, /'- : 1 +, 

Toreaue me from this feareof conſcience 2. ' 

Will no man make. of Neroyetariiend? - + {1 

With that my breſt ropaintof fword bend; 
With tremblinghand;which Sperm holpe to: ſtay, | 
And on the ſamemy ſelfealhai'droflay.. 


With that, of Ga/baes feruants one drew nie: |. _ 
With fained cheere, as though he helpeme would : 
Toolate you come, call you thishelpe-(quothTD)? ': : . - 
| Isthis the friendſhip firme and faith yguihold? 
My life was filthie, vile for tobehold, t 
My death more vile, more filthie I depart: 
Somine owne {ord I ran quite through/niy hart. 


HOW SERGIVS GALBA 

THE EMPEROVR OF.ROME + 

(giuen to ſlaughter,ambitian,and'gluttonic): - :1/7 
was ſeine by the ends, theyre of 4 ny gre 
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FATS Mongft thechaiticEmproursdowne thatfel;-'! 7 
Ha I Sergizs Galbaroay beplacedheere':'::. ; viojt 2H 

Ply Where who-ofersandmarkesiny dealingewell;; 4 

VIC To himimayſbenethefruict offraudappeate.! |! 1 

——= Allmucders greatreboughewirh price full dearc..- 

Foule ſlaughtgrs done; procure asfonk afall, | 

As he deſexyes that workes the wofullthiall,:. | /- 


In Rome ſometime I Pretour chofen was; *1dh 14 lot ven L090 
And then obtain'd of Spaine the Prdtinoerfaire 2:15 1777 111521 7 
To gouerne there, I brought by friendstopaſſey; Hl 
In wh be the EmprqurNerees heire; : © 11 1 
For when the Romans did of bim-defpaire,/ + {+ 52:11 +7 
Sobentat home toſlanghter;luſtand vice. bo 150: 


By watres abrodd Invan the praiſe andpricesL 1! vM 
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At 


156 


To getthe ſouldiers fauour T rooke paine, 
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For in the Emprours choice they:puuerhe flrokes | 1 [ on? 


I therefore ſought ſomie ſpoiles for themto gaine,': - 
Though thereby ofc the lawesof armes Tbroke,: * 
But who may words oraQtionsdonereuoke?”” 

The ftainceabides; where euillftrikes che good; 11, 

And yengeance wrecksthe waſte of guiltleſſc bloud, 


In Lufitania while that time Thay, 

Icauſdethe people thereafſemble ſhould, 

Reporting I had ſormwhat forto ſay, 1 | > 

Which in effe@ procure themprofit would'; | 

To which they came as many neereas could, 
Full thirtie thouſand, thinking nought of ill: 
All which I cauſdethe ſouldiersthere tokill, 

I ughs by death ts poſt proud Nero hence, 

Notfi fo lace :._ 

Although his vice, were made the chiefe pretence, | + 

Whom all good men accounted yoid of grace. 

But yet1 nn rs ne es He big lol CSU 2 
I cauſde in'Spainethe ſquldiersmeproclame,' ':.:. | 
Which ſtraight they did, and gaue me Ceſars name! 


. ToRome Ibide;and-Nerogate him thence, - 

He ſtole away for feareof ſentence paſt, - 

A publique foe proclaim'd for negligence, - 

For ſlaughters done, for fireofRome-the waft: 

Eke for becauſe he'was of meagaſt + -/- 
He ſlew him ſelfe, before my man could come, 
Which ſlaughter elſe-niy ſeruants there had done, 


When I my maſter thus ſubuerted had, *:2 ©! i 7 5tt 190ml 
The Romanes eke began miſlike wich mee, ' > © 0 3 
They ſaid I was ambitious, nigh-ſo bad oY 1370901 
Andcruell, giuen to pride and gluttony. 1d 3 gd 
How I was ruled all by Romanes three, | 

Cornelis, Iulins, Celins, forthe State (6106 © 

My {choolemaſters, for which they did me hate, :- " 
on —__ a 


ot his viciouslife;butforhis place :.__ \f 
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And Silvins Ortho ſought the Empire then, 

That vicious beaſt, and coward yarletvile : 

He dealt by gifts ſo with minearmed men, 

That fationsroſe in campe within a while, 

Which when I came them for to reconcile, 
To Curtius lake, necre which the armic lay, 
Of Silnins friends the ſouldiers did me ſlay. 


Strooke off my head, and bare it to my foe, 
Who cauſde it ſhould be ſer ypon a ſpeare : 
Sothrough the campe they bare it to and fro, 
Saluting it, now dead, a fort there were, - 
Which late thereof, aliue, did dpubt and feare, 
O Galba, io;full daies the Gods thee giue, 
God ſend thee Galba well long time to live, 


This was the guerdon of my hautie pride, 

To haue mine head thus wiſe extold aloft : 

Thus1 the gaines of haſty climing tride, 

Tolceſe mine head;and after haue it ſcoft : 

Athing indeed that chaunceth wonders off. 
*Who thinkes that gaine is ſweetby ſheading blood, 
In purple gore off yeeldes like gainfull good, 


HOW THE VICIOVS 
SiLvivs Oruo EMPEROVR OF 


Rome ſlewhimſelfe, the yeare of 
Chrift, 71. 
Ike will tolike (for ſothe Prouerbe ſaies) 
we Such arc the men, as thoſe with whom they vic: 
| The Goate with Goatetogether is alwaies, 
| LEARPPI] The Wolfe of Wolfe no friendſhip doth refuſe, 
==" The crafty Foxe the Foxe for friend doth chulſe: : 
And _—_—— creature Joues his kinde;. | 
As well the ſhapeas qualities ofminde, . - 
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And 


Are not indu'd with quaſiriesalikes: 7 15s 1657 01th t ht rh 


Oneloues ſoft muſick and fweer melodie, i b 
Another is perhaps Melancholike, 7 ne th 
Another fumiſhis and Cholerike, 54 00h | ht or ne 


Another dull and ſortiſhin his ſence, 5 0 20 
Andall(in ſome what) full ofnegligence. © oo oo 


'Now then Complexion is ſomewhatincaſe, 
Concerning chiefe the diſpoſition : ot 
But yet the learned writers haue aplace, | 
That mannersalter our Complexion, 
So ſome ſay alſo of correQion. 

And ſureIthinke if that they ſay be true, 

I after was the worſe for Neroes crue. 


His Courtifane broughtme' in fauour firft, - 
Into his Court and fellowſhip1 came: 
To me recount his villanies he dirſt, #3 
Not fit to tell,he thought which had no ſhame. - : 
I will no more recite ofhis defame : 
The day was curſt to mewhich brought mein, . 
At Neroes houſe, ſuch infamy towin,. 


Butyetanother did me more infeR, 
Selencw ſeene in Marhematiques ell: | 77 on 
He ofnybirtha fipuredidere&,*-* * - + W Xa" 
Of many haps and chiaunces bedid celfl>; -{) >, 1 1:7 
Incited me gainſt Ga/ba torebe, > . . .. | 

With warrantif Twonld innadethethrone, 

I might aloft with Scepter fit alone, : 


To ſeckereuenge far Nerozsdeath likewiſe, (i-r +: 7 oY 
Incicedmehisenemy:to kill =: i 7 un on 2H 
Then withoiy Souldiersall Idid deniſc, Erb bid ett” 
The waytaccompliſhmineendeuonriill, | 7 >./; 

Whom wellI might perſwadealmoſt roanyill., . 

Eke ſo indeed the Souldiers did himflay, 15 BAL 91905 fk 
Andbrought to me his head-with themaway.:-* - |: 


» 


And yet all menthatcomein mpany,! 129 5 > IR FI. bak 


Anlus Vitelbies: 

Teauſed them to ſetit ona ſpeare, i, dhget}e 6 
About the Campe to beare it asaſhow,''' 2 7 tu (+ 
Toput the reſt mine enemiesin feares 
So they before their puniſhment might know, 
Great gifts amongſt the Souldiers Ibeſtow, 

Wherewith they all in campe with oneaflent, 

To chuſe me for their (#ſarwerecontent. 


But now to holde it fafta worke of skill; - 
| Icaſtabout and many waies didtrie  *: 
With prudent forecaſt to preuentallill:- - 
Non minor eft virtus,quam querere;parta trerie . 
The hautie ſeate hath many a greedyeye.: //'-: 
The eleQion was milſlikte;and in ſhort ſpace, 
Vitelims ſoughtto yndermine my grace, - 


In annes we were,and he me-battaile gaue,,. 
FirſtatPlacentia, where TI had thefoile : 
_ __ by force = vere _ | 
And did mine army vanquiſh quite;andſpoilee- 
There Inotable Eder nor," mo 
Defpairing quite, I wiſt toflic —_— | 
As Nerocarſt, with ford myſclfe Lilay.. 


How AVLYVS VITEL. 
 LIvs EMPEROVR OF: ROME, 


came toan infortunate end: the yeare 
of Chrift, 7.1, 


"2; And thereonentersfirſt,by bribes or blood - 
Onſlippery ground 0055000085 AO 
Ne fixrt is he,his hold is nothing good. . 
: Though hee knewearſt, how firme on ground he: 
And thinke to fixe his ſeate with betterhold ; (Kood, 
He cannot ſcapeyet ſcotfree ynconrold.,.. ay 
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160 Fnlus V itelltus. 
To ſee before his face, the fall ofſuch * - -- 
Asclimbe vp ſo, and cannot yet take heed, 
But muſt of force th'imperiall title tuch, 


Wherein ſo many doubts of danger breed : 
Apointof viſh pride, arage indeed 


By blindnefle blunt, a ſottiſh ſweame he feeles: | 


With ioyes bereft, when death is hard athecles, 


Hence Fortune well tooke name, accounted blind, 

Becauſe men fortunar, vnfitly ſee: _ 

Topleaſures Geet, and honorsall enclin'd, 

Without reſpe& the moſt addiQed bee, 

Regarding nought burttitles of degree, 
Whereby a infortunes of their race, 
In high proſpe&ts, of view can take no place, 


"This blindnefle is not of the eyes alone, 

But of the mind, a dimneſſe and amiſt :.! / 

For when they ſhifc to fitin hautie throne 

With hope to rule the ſcepter as they lift, 

Ther's no regard nor feare of had-I-wiſt.” - 
The preſent pleaſure, glorie, wealth, andioy 
Bereaues their gaze, the feare of all annoy. 


The trade ofmen is ſuch, toolate th'are wiſe, ____.. _ 
Toolate they know which way 03 > OY  z7 
1 3 Fd - sf Y \ LS, 


Arfirſtthe Phrygiaris counſell did deſp 
Ar laſt they knew the way thaue holpe it well, * 
When Grecians did their noble Princes quell, 


- 


Had fer d and ſackt their rowne of worthie fame, - ©  * 
Thea they too late knew how thaue fau'd the ſame. 


Our Ceſar far too late his cauſe of fall, 
And Dr#ſus poiſned, had asfortuneill : 
Domitins Nero hated moſt of all, _ 
Eke Galba, which his maſter ſougheto kill. 
So Silmizs Orho,whoſe blood T did fpill, 
And1I Fells may affirme with theſe, 
1llud verum, Scro ſapiunt Phryges. 
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Londricus. 161 


Weall affaild, and gate thethroneby ſword, 

So each wee ſaw how they before vs ſped: 

The only fruite which treaſon hath rafford, 

Is loſſe of pleaſures, goods, lands, life or head. 

The gaine we get, ſtands ys ſmall time in ſtead : 
The Fame we craue, becomes defame and ſhame, 
And ruſts for aie, deuouring our good naine, 


Offlaughters mine what needeT here deſcry, 

Or how the Romanes reft away my lite? 

When I ſeuen monthes had raigned wickedly, 

Which entred in by bloudand ciuillftrife. 

But this I find too late aſequell rife, 
Who takes by ſword from Prince the ſcepters guide, 
By ſword from him the ſcepter ſo ſhall ſlide. 


LONDRICVS THE 
PiR, flaine by King «Maris of Bri- 
raine, about ore 80. ycare of 

 Chritt. 


rtune was wontin ſtate to lift her children high, 
£24 And giue the kingdomes great,8 conqueſts a will, 
hy And place the, as they thought, aboue F gods welnigh, 
blindly leades them forth, as is her cuſtome il, es 
With nn all a while, ſhe doth their fancies fill, 
And at thelaſt dothletthem fall adowne againe. 
Shee ſets aloft, and pulles them downe with might and maine, 


© 


When we the glory ſee of thoſe that haue renowne, 

Weareenflamed ſtraight, the like attempts to make : 

But when we ſee miſchance againe to driue them downe, 

Wearenot able yet example there to take, 

The ftormes of enuie blake the hautieſt houſen ſhake, 
The baſeſt ſort contend, with all their force t'aſpire : 
The meaner perſons cke, the _ roomes require. 


Amongſt 


162 'Lonaricas. 
Amongſtthe ſtates ofmenbeſtis the meaner ſort, 
And golden meane is beſt in every trade of life: 
For though a mightie man doe keepe a ſtatelyport, 
And yet with men as greatdoe daily liue in ftrife, 
His pleaſure is but paine, and all his ioy but griefe, 
When we not with our own contented can abide, 
With auarice we clime, but fall againe with pride, 


So though a noble borne could get an higher ſeate 

By conqueſt, or by weale, by fauour orby fight, 

And would from mightie [oe his petegree —_— 

Yet ovghthe not aduance himſelfe aboue his height, 

He ought not make aclaime to that he hath no right, 
Or truſt to Fortune ſo(although ſhe ſeeme to ſinile) 
As though ſhe did not turne her ſelfe within awhile, 


When with my Pits I came firſt to the Scotiſh ſhore, 
Ibare my ſelfe in hand that I could Britaine win, 
Becauſe that Scythes of whom T came had won before 
Right many noble Realmes, which they had entredin 2 


YetI no ſooner could my conqueſt here begin, 


But ſtraight King 4arins came with all his warlike band, 
And met with me and mine in fruitfull Weſtmerland. 


I trufted fure that Fortune would me guide ſo well 
As ſhe before had done, inbattailes whilome fought : 


But proofe doth teach me now the certaine truth to tell, 


What Iby Fortune falſe with death fo _— bought, 
Whom ſhe ſometimes ſets vp, ſhebringeth ſo 


T'is folly or the end, for men to praiſe their chaunce, 
Or brag what luck they haue, or tell their happie fate, 
Or boaſt how Lady Fortune doth their deedes aduance: 
For vnto change of chaunce ſubieRed is their ſtate : 
Whom firſt ſhe loues, ſhe afterward doth hate, 
She flings them headlong downe, whom erſt ſhe made excell, 
She _ 


one to nought, 
As I that thought this land from Britaines to regaine, 
In field with all my Pits were vanquiſhed andſlaine, 


es them bare and poore, whom ſhe enriched mw 


TITEL 3k 163 
HOW SEVERVS THE EMPEROR 
of Rome and gouernour of Britaine was ſlaine at Yorke, 


fighting againſt the Piits, about the yeare after Chriſt, 
206. after others, 213. 


e ſtay of ſtately throne is nothing ſure, 
| Where greateſtates on bribes or bloodſhed builds 
4M Ay As Didzes [ulian put for proofe invre, 
© PY} 1h Emperiall ſeatc he bought, and ſoone was kild, 
ben 0 Nicecrafter himaſſzide the fame, 
Albinus then, from Britaine armed came, 


Theſe three ſtood in my way to high eſtate, 
Which I fore thirſted for, bur yet at laſt 
I made therto, by bloudſhed bold, a gate, 
And ynrefifted to the throne I paſt. 
The ſouldiers «lian ſlew, for inſufficientpay: 
My ſcruants cke at Antioch Niger ſlay. 


Then was my Teate, me thought, affur'd to bide, 

There could no tempeſt teare my ſailes adowne: 

No ſhower could cauſe my fixed foote to flide, 

Nor vndercreeper take'from me the Crowne, 
Which had the guide of all Europaes might, 
He needed notto feare the force of fight. 


Encouraged with loue of laſting fame, 

Ientred with an armie into th'Eaſt, 

Armenia can full well report the fame, 

Whereas my warlike glory firſt increaſt, 
eMrgarss I ſubdude by fight the noble King, 
And did his ſounes to Rome for hoſtage bring. 


Arabia feelix felt my force likewiſe, 
Although thoſe warres had not ſo good ſuccefle : | 
Yer made I them with bowes (goood archers) riſe, 
Orelſe they had ben driuen to greatediſtreſle, 
Their ſhafts from Arras ſhot, made vs to ſmart, 
They poyloned of niy menby pol _ andart. 

| a | 


164- Emperour Senerus. 


To Parthia thence; againitthelaw ofarmes, 


We gate, forgotthe truce before was plight : * W 
And when occaſion fit we found to worke our harmes, | | (+ 
King eArtabane we did ſubduein fight. Pr 
With fire and ſword webrent, and ſpoil'd his land, Tt 
' Tooke captiues, ſlew his men that did withſtand, 
ToRomel came, and cauſed mappes be drawne 
Ofiournies mine, by land and ſeas the plats : M 
Not erſt before ſuch expedition fawne,: . « Th 
Nor of thoſe Countries ſcene-ſo perfeAtmaps, Th 
The world did wonder at my heapes of haps, W 
Rome honourd mee with triumphs when I came, Su 
They vnto me of Parthique gaue to name, - ! 
But when can princes beſt aſſure themſelues? Fir 
What ſtate without the ſtormes of rife doth ſand ? An 
What barke bearesfaile in tempeſt on the ſhelues ? M 
What blifle abides and laſts; by fea or land ? BY 
Who takes to raigne:the ſcepter in his hand, If 
Islike to him, in fterne to ftirre that fits, ,_ , ; 
Commanding all the reſt,theirrace he fits, 7 
For while that I abroad for glorie hunt, Yet 
My ſonnesat home in _—— ſpent the time; For 
And as their father erſt before was wont, | My 
Endeuourd how aloft they both might clime. But 
Theelder fierce and cruell Antonine, | The 
The yonger Gezafar more milde then hee, T 
Could not at any time in peace agree, T 
SoI endeuoured to appeaze the ftrife, To 
But nought atall I could therein preyaile: - Tog 
This made me woe and weary ofin life, And 
Which erſt ſo many Kingdomes did affaile; _ or 
I had the hap mineerimies force to quaile, a 
Torule the Romanes well, and all the reſts 


Butfor to rule my ſonnes, I was ynbleſt. 


an * 
LS F 


' Percejuing 


(As ſtill is ſeene in Court enueiglers are, - 
Procuters of deſpite, and auarice, 
That flattery hold for gaine a gift ofprice) 
I cauſde be put to death thoſe Thraſoes vile, 
And ſome were ſentorbaniſheto exile, 


My elder ſonne did thinke my life too long, 
The yonger lou'd theelders lifeasill : 


They ſtudied both tomake their parties ſtrong, 
kill, 


Which griefe my griped heart well neere did 
Such are the mi NEks of the ſtately ſtill. 
InBritaineeke the PiQsrebelling roſe, 
Some Britaines thete became our ſecret foes, 


Firſtto be abſent from the force athome, 

And partly greater glorie toatraine, | 

My wicked children ſought my death in Rome, 

But chiefely Antoine tooke herein paine, 

Iſhould by guard or Phyſicke drugs beſlaine, 
Thatby my death the Empire he might ſway, 
Tobtaine the ſame he often gaue th aflay. 


Yet no man would accompliſh his intent, 

For my Phyſitions bare me loyall hearts : 

My ſeruants eke full trie no treafon ment, - 

Butplai'd incach reſpeRtheirfaithfull parts, 

They knew themſelues ſo boundby due deſerts, 
They ought not, ſeruants, ſuch a Lord betray, 
That gaue ſo great rewards and gifts alway. 


ToBritaine ouer ſeas fromRome went1, 
Toquaile the Pits that ruffledin that Ile : 
And tame the ſtout that tribure did denie, 


Which were withheld from Romans therea while, 


And tobeabſent from my ſonnes o vile. 
Bur ſee what haps befall vsintheend, 
Which ſo in throne to raigne alone contend; 
+ N 3 


Perceiuing then ſome perſons leaudthere were, ©: 
Which counſell'dofemyrſonnes embracing vice, - 


For 


166 Emperour Senerus. 
For when I was to Britaine conte-thatland,;; -:r.- ! -- 
Where people ſtout, vntam'd ynuanquiſhtdweltt ' 
Although once Ceſar Fortunes fauour fand, | 
Thaterſt before their valiant valourfelt : 
Ifound the people nothing preſt to pelt, 

To yeeld, or hoſtage giue, or tributes pay, 

Or couenants to accept; orfcarefiully to fray. 


They faid that we did tributes fore exaR, 
Whereby their Iſle impoueriſht greatly was: 
The Pi&tslikewiſe them rob'd, and ſpojl'd,and ſacke, 
Whereof the Romans ſeemed nought to pas. 
We ought (they ſaid) to tame the Galloglaſſe, 
The ranging Scythian Pi&tthatthem did ſpoile, 
If we would reape our tribute of theirtoile, 


On which atlength, Idid concludea peace, 
And ioyn'd in league with themagainſ the Pi: 
But yet the wilfull people did not ceaſe, 
My Britaines good by inroads to afflit : 
Whereon to wall them out I made edi, 
Long fix ſcore miles and twelue, the banke I made 
From ſea to ſea, thatPiRs ſhould notinuade, 


By helpe of this, I chaſte the Pits away, 
And draue them into Albany to dwell : 
Whereon Fa/pentius ſtout without dela 
To Scyrhia fail'd,and there his chance did tell : 
And with an hoſt of Pits appointed well, 
He did returne with ſpeed to Britaine ſtrand : 
(That time I lay by North to guide the land). 


Atlength to Yorke with all his hoſthe came, 
Befieging it full ſharpe afſaults he gaue 2-- 
WhereT likewiſe for to defend the ſame, 
And from our foes the caſtell good to ſaue 
Came with my power, as deſtnies on me draue : 
Bur in that field it was my.chance:tofall, 
I tooke my deadly wound, there ended all. 


Falpeiitins.. 


The Scythian ekereceiu'dadeadly wound,” = * 
Which came to conquervs, atidlofthis feeld © 
Thus fortune fares her children to'\confound, 
Whieh on her wheele their bafliles brauely beeld, 
Let noble Princes then toreaſonyeeld, 

The dainefull Ladie daintie and demure, 

Dame Fortunes favour fickleand vnfure, 
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Some ſay thatT return'd toRome againe, 

Sore troubled with the gout, defiring death : 

Andthat I would haue taken poiſon faine, | 

Which medeni'd, to reaue myvicallbreath, 

Itooke a ſurfer great, which wrought my death, 
The Britaines ſay, at Yorke my bones dolie, 
The Romans ſay at Rome'inTtalie. | 


Butthis I wiſh, all noble wightsto view * 

| HowTbyſlaughter gate the throne atfirſt, 

My ſouldiers noble men for Empire flew, 

This way to riſe, of all Tproued wort : 

For why, his hand of godsand men is curſt, 
Toriſe aloft thatlayes the ground with blood: 
The ſtates of ſuch ynſtable ſtill haue ſtood, 


HOW: FVLGENTIVS A 
SCY THIAN, OR PICT, WAS 


ſlaine at the ſeigeof Yorke, aboutthe yeare 
of Chri#, 206. 0r 213. 


TI a9 Am that yaliantScythian Prince thePiR, 
WS P20 That vanquiſhtoftthe Britaines in this Ile : 
I \'0 Againſtthe noble Romans poyerlIkickt, | 
BJ; Gy And keprthem play in Btjraine both long while, 
Rn Iforſtthem makea wall ay hundred mile, 
From ſea to ſea, with towers to keep meout, 
Which of vs Picts did daily Nand in doubt. 
6 N 4 Our 
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168 Pulpentins, 
Our ancientrace (as Ican ſhewwith skill) 
Had rightby due deſcent toclaime this land: 
Of which repeate ſome proofe therefore L will 
That ſo thou maiſt our title ynderſtand, . 
When all mankind felt Tones 7% i hand, 


That drenchtallnationsquire, for their foule fin, 
Then ftraightin Scythiadid the world begin, 


Th'Egyptians hold forſooth that they reſtord 
The world againe ; but, how vnlikely, ſee: 
For Scythiacs ſite is high as all accord, : - - 
From vs the fountaines great ſtderiued bee, 
The ancient writers all ikewile agree, 
That on Armenia mount the Arke did reſt, 
Till /oze againetheearth with drowth addreft, / 


But they alledge againe their Zoneis milde, 

And fertill, temperate, meete to foſter men; | 
Our Scythian hilles (they ſay) are froſtie; wilde,'  - 
Which cannot breed but ruder people then, | 
To which Imay well anſwere make agen, 


As God did make the Zones hot, milde, and cold, 


Sodid he make like men the fame to hold, 


They ſay we are nigh neighbours tothe Pole, 
Or frozen point :more neere the fire are they : 


What poyſons breed with them,and Lybians fole / , 


In parching ſands the writers wiſe diſplay. 
Cannature frame mankind more deepe decay? * * 


Where parching heat, where ſerpents vglic breed, 


Is nofitclime, whence man ſhould firſtproceed. 


Butnow le tell why Scythians ſhould poſſefle 

This nobleIfle: firſt, Lord Neproinu gaue 

The lflands to his ſonnes, both more and lefſe; 

Eke Albion firſt of all this Iſle ſhould haue : 

He not with this content, the Firme did craue.. 
Wherefore in France him Hercules diſpatcht,. 
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Whenas he woulda Kingdome there haue catcher. 
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Nowasfrom Neah (of Scythia)by deſcent, 
Downe vnto Albionstime they held the land : 
From Scythe to Scythian as of right it went, 
And after him no Scythian Prince it fand, 
Whenas yſurpers tooke the raigne in hand, 

'Was it not reaſon we ſhould yndertake, 

This noble Realme our owne againe to make ? 


| TheRomansthis deny, but euen themſelues likewiſe 


Ifthey from yertue ſtray, as they do vie, 
And do [chowaes lawes and heſts deſpiſe, 
And right, and truth, andiuftice fo refuſe) 
Shall find how much their Scepter they miſuſe, 
The Scythian ſhalltheirloſic ſeate aflaile, 
The Prince of Picts againſt chem ſhall preuaile.,. 


But of Proud Romes Sexerms nowTrell, 

When he the wall had made to keepe me out, 

ToScythia hence I ſail d, and Ror'd me well . 

With men, munition good, awarlikerout, 

Ofyouthfull Pits full firong in armour ftout 
ANauic good I brought, and taking land, 
Offtately. Yorke Ltooke the ficge in hand, 


The Emperour great Sexerus Parthiqueproud, + 
With Romans, Galles, and Britaine ſouldiers came : 
To make me raiſe the ſiege of Yorke he yow'd, . 
And1likewiſe to win and race the ſame, 
To win the prize we both our armies frame : 

But he was flie, his ſouldiers skilfull train'd, 

My men to flie by ambuſh, he conſtrain'd, 


Apaine tofight we fell afreſh, the battell grew, 

AboutIbrought my wings, and nowthey ſound 

Tantara teares alarme;thefluits fight,fight anew, 

And there a while the Romans fell to ground, 

The cries and ſhouts of men toskies reſound, | 
They fall,fall,flie, the fluits; downe downe the droms do crie : 
Whereon the Romaus ſoundretraite; andfaine to flie. _ 
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My ſouldiers all too raſhhad broke array, - 
The Romane rereward caſtabout with ipeed, 
Andboth their wings encloſed vs each way, + 
Their mainelikewiſe to keepe array gaue heed, 
Which when ſaw, it made my heart tobleed, 


And to Senerw ſelfe I made my way, 
Where with my Pits the ParthiquelI did ſtay, 


So when the Emperour fell, a ſhout aroſe, 
The Romans blancke, amazed, wofull were : 
Fulgentius faſt recoil'd, death wounded goes, 
And'of my crew a troupe to aide me there, 
I boughtmy Britiſhconqueſtall too deere. 
No conqueſt yet: for as I conqueſt ſought, 
With my lifeblood the conqueſt deare was bought, 


Younoble men, yee ſee whattruſt there is 
In Fortunes gifts, how miſchiefe makes the marts, 
And how our hoped haps in warres do miſle, 
When backe the braue and blinded Ladie ſtarts, 
High reaching heads ſwim oft in ſeas of ſmarts, 
The man content, is bleſt, and beſt at eaſe, 
Which in meane ſtateboth God and man do pleaſe, 


. 


HOW GETA THE YON 
GER SONNE OF THE E MPEF- 


rour Severus once Gotternour of Britaine, was 
ſlaine in his mothers armes by his brother A n- 


TONINE, Emperonr of Rome, abogt 
the yeare of ChrifF, 214. 


. BE þ= Feuer Prince had cauſe his ſtate to rue, 
S263) My wofull tale'may ſhew thelike to you, 
Whom fortune erſt, and birth did high aduance, 
1n Rome , in Britaine, Germanie, and France 
I fauour had, andliu'd belou'd alway, 


I Emprour was,what need Lmore to ſay ? 


| Or by his end might moue menmone his chance, 
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Jn Britaine while my father waged fight -- * 
By North a wry Pics, IruF'd the South z 
_ Sever lo appointed it myrighr, 
And Britaine Iuſtice had from Gerees mouth, 
Igaue not then my ſelfe to idle ſlouth, 

But gaue an end to.cauſes great of ftrife, 


With doome ſo iuft, thatmenreioylt my life, 


The Senate honor'd me for vertues ſake, 
Abroad the Britainesbleſt me for their bliſle, 
The ſouldiers ſtout of me'account did make. 
Let ſtories tell if I do fainein this : 

| Leftfome ſuſpeR, thatI report amiſle, 

For what is he, which is not counted vaine, 


When for himſelfe he ſpeakes, though nere ſo plaine? 


Inpeace Iprudent was, and graue of grace, 
In warres as ſtout, but not ſo fierce withall : 
Notforſt with feare to turne from foes my face, 
Nor bought with bribes to let Dame Iuſtice fall, 
Inot oppreſt the weaker ſort with thrall, 
But ſought topleaſure all, both neare and farre : 
More prone to peace I was, then bent to warre. 


What heart ſo hard but will for pitie bleed, 
Tohearea Prince which meant toeach ſo well, 
Should haue ſuch cauſe to liue in feare and dreed 
Offword, of bane, of force, or poiſon fell, 
Not daring Emprour nere hisbrother dwell, 
Whom Romanslou'd, and ſtrangers honor'd ſtill, 
But brothers treaſon cauſed all our ill. 


| Hight Antonin, Thate hisname and facts, 
Sith he my butcher was, as may appeare : 
The world deteſts his vile and viprous aQts, 
And ſubtill ſhifts to kill his father deare : 
So void of grace, ſo yoid ofhoneſt feare, 
He durſt attemprtthe guard to bribe and fee, 
_ Thatſobythemhis Bo might poiſonedbee. 


This 
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This when our Sire Sexern wiltand ſaw 


How Antonine thatbloodie beaſt was bene, uit 


Againſt the order quite of natures law, 

Eke how to take the Empire whole hement;  - 

For both of vs at Yorke heoften ſent; - 
Perſwading vs true concord for to hold, 
Andof the Fuits of diſcord oft he told, 


Yet Artonine regarded noughthisheft, - 

Nay yet the charge of viarres he had inhand: 

Teenlarge his power for th'Empire he addreſt, 

Which when Sexer«s old did vnderſtand,. 

All pleaſures quite and ioyeshe did aband, 
Purſuing warre :neere Yorke he tooke hisend 
By ſword of Pits, or by ſome traytour friend, 


Then Antonine made fpoile of all his men, 

Phyſitions nil'd before at his requeſt 

Diſpatch their Lord, to death he put them then, 

And ſo he ſeru'd of faithfull —_ the reſt, 

What villanie was in this vipers breſt? | 
Was not content with death of thoſe he fought, 
Bur after brings their friends likewiſe tonought, 


I was foretold my life he thirſted ſore, 

And that the Empire ſole he ſought to haue, 

As we to Rome did paſleI feared more, 

I from his courts and diets did me ſaue 2 

I knew my life and th'Empire he did craue, 
Whereforein Rome my court I kept likewiſe 
Apart from his, that did my death deuiſe., 


My ſeruants were allur'd by ſundrie gifts 

By poylonto procure my lifes decay : 

He tri d to cut me offa thouſand ſhifts, 

What maruell, ſince he ſought his fire to ſlay ? 

He made his Fathers friends for ſpite away, 
Becauſe they would not to his will be wrought, 
Tobriog themvnto death he daily ſought, 
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His leights for me could take no fure ſuccefſe, * 
For ſtill bis traines and tfteaſons were deſcri'd ; 
' Indanger I wasforſt to ſeekeredreſle 
By likeattempts, but thatlikewiſe was ſpide, 
*Pretended murder no man cloſe can hide, 
But out itflies, the rumor runnes apace, 
The ſpot thereof all vertues elſe oy 


When this wasknowne that Llikewiſe aflai'd 

His life to reaue (though t'were my life to ſaue) 

Not long to wrecke the ſame the butcher Raid, 

He had $ thing ſo long he ſought to haue, 

Cauſe of reuenge the rumor {mall him gaue, 
That in the euen he came tofpill my blood, 
As I'vnarmed with my mother flood, 


There ſhe perceiuing him with ſword approch, 

In armes me caught to ſaue my life and blood, 

But he deſeruing all the worlds reproch, 

No whit in doubt to end my ſlaughter ſtood, 

She him beſought (as ſeem'd an Emprefle good) 
While he without remorſe of her requeſt, 
Betweene her armes did run me through the bref, 


Theſe were the acts of that vile monſter then 

For Empire ſake, to raigne alonealoft : 

Ft you that was, abhor'd of Gods and men, 

And curſt to hell by all good men ſo off, 

You ſee the fall of Gera, milde, and ſoft, 
Whole line of life no longer fates could ftretch, 
Cutoff by ſword of Antonine that wretch, 


Now maiſt thou deeme of my deſerts and his, 
Heto his fire of ſonnes was moſt ynkind : 
| Hismothers ioyes he reau'd away herbliſſe, 
That Dame which bare to both ſo milde a mind : 
Andlet my dealings aye due fauour find, 
Whoſe murder may giue plaine proſpeRand ſhow 


What monſter wrought his faithfull friends ſuch woe, 
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173 


74 A 
HOW AVRELIVS ANF: 
TONIVS BASSIANVS CARACALLA (WT 


Emperourof Rome, was ſlaineby one of his 
owne ſeruants,about the yeere of 
Chr. ift, 209e 


THo thirſts co throng vnto the higheſt throne, Tt 
£4! Ne wiſely windes Dame Fortunes ſubtile ſnare ; 
&y; Or who in Court would rule the roſt alone, 
A '& xy And ſeesnotwhathe heapes himſelfe of care, = 
Sy ] ; jm well weigh my caſe, and then beware: 
Whomforth the ſtately ſeate did firſt allure, 
Which after did my haſtie deathprocuce, 


And, Higgins,herein R_- firh thouhaſt 
The hapleſſe hauen where Fortunes impes arriue, Hy 
A mirour make likewiſe of me thou maiſt, 
If thou my life and dealings wilt diſcriue. 
perhaps much profit ſome aliue : 


It ma 
Which when themſelues plaine painted forth they ſee, 
They may preſage their fatallfalles in me. 


lam that eAntonine, Severn ſonne, B, 
That once of mightic Rome did beare the ſway, Be 
Which in my fatherslife a ſtrife begone Te 
With Gera, thirſting often him to ſlay. Be 
Iſfoughtto hauc my father made away, 
Toraignealone fo great defire T had, 
Nought but their deathes my wicked hart could glad, 


My father oft exhorted both toipeace, Th 
Declar'd by ſtories olde what came by ſtrife, $ 
Dehorted both from ciuill diſcord ceaſe, In 
BurI ſought meanes to rid him ofhis life, He 
I baniſht to Sycilia Ifle my wife, 
Encreaft mine hoſt, reckt not my Britiſh charge, ES 
But how I might enjoy the Empite large. 
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And firſtwhen as my father once was dead; 
leauemy ſelfe toall reuenge of foes, 
The ſeruants late which ſtood mee not in ſtead, 
And ſome who did my trecherie diſcloſe, 
Or ſuch to ſaue their Prince themſelues diſpoſe, 
Or reconcile vs brethren tooke ſore paine, 
I cauſde them all without reſpeRbe ſlaine, 


The captaines all my friends I ſought tomake, 

In Britaine then deſiring them to chuſe 

MeEmprour ſole, and Getato forſake : 

Which they to doe for duties ſake refuſe, 

Our mother cke all meanes with ys did vſe, 
Perſwading vs to loue and concord bend, 
Towhichin ſhew I grantedin the end, 


We both in Empire like from Britaine paſſe, 
A truce concluded there, and hoſtage take: 
His reliques ſhrinde (as then the cuftome was) 
To Rome therewith our voyage faſt we make, 
Andyetthe malice could not ſo aſlake : 

For in our iournies we durft neither truſt, 

But ſeuerall Courts and Diets keepe we muſt, 


Both fearing poyſon, force or treaſon wrought, 

Both craving all the Empire to enioy, 

Both working all the waies that mightbe ſought, 

To worke to each ſome ſecret great annoy, 

Both ſeeking how his partner to deſtroy, 
Thebrother which to brother ſhould be ſtay, __ 
Endeuours how tomake him quite away. 


And thoſe that bare of dignities degree, . 
The officers, were diuerſly diſtraR : 

Some fauour'd Gera, fome did fauour mee, 
In him no point of courtelie there lackt: 
He was of maners milde,of doome exact, 
Toſtudies goodaddi&t, of comely grace, . 
In warresand peace diſcharging well the place, 
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Bur Twas rough, and violent, and fierce, 
Ofhierie Mars affected all toblood: 
What need I more my qualities rehearſe, 
Which were ſofar valike my brothers good ? . 
Oathreatnings, force, and feare, my Empire ſtood, 
Whereby indeed of fauning friends Thad, 
For feare or gaine were of my fauour glad. 


Our mother long perſwading vsto peace,” - 
And both perceiuing our attergpts but vaine, 
Did both agree our Fil:ords to ſurceaſe, 

And for to part the Empire into twaine : 

My ſelfe ſhould hold of Europe all the mainie 
With th'Ifles thereof, and Geraall the Eaſt, 
Of Aftaall the Iſlands moſtandIleaft, © 


As thus weparle amongft the Counſellall, 
And fo decree, full purpoſed thereto, 
The Senate, which foreſaw iniſhapsmighe fall, 
Still adly fate, durſt nothing fay nor do: © 
But /z/:a then the mother of vstwo, 
When ſhe percein'd the Senate pauſe for feare, 
Aroſe to ſpeake, and ſaid as you ſhall heare. 


© Theſeaand land (quoth ſhe) my ſonnes = get, 
© Youfinda way how =_ may them diuide: 


© The Pontique floud betweene you both is ſet 
& For bounds of both it buts on either fide : 

<« But how will you your mother now diuide? 

« Howſhallmy hapleſle corps be parted, pur 
© Betweene you both, ſhall Ilikewiſe be cut? 


&« Tf needs in twaine youpartthis Empire muſt, 

& Ice what diſcord after may betide: © 

« How Empire makes men guiltlefle blood to thruſt, 
*« Whatnoble Peeres for this betrai'd, haue dide. 

& T'were better both the Romans well to guide, 

«© Thenſeparate farre, without ſo firme a ſtay, 

* Yourſcuered force ſome treaſon ſhould decay, 
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« One friendly man by fauour much maybe, 

« But ewo in friendſhip knit, need feare no fone, 
« Two brethren then to rule the world alone 

« As brethren ſhould, andliue in faithfull ſort, 
« The world their loue and honors will report. 


« But if diuide the Empire all you will, 
« Firftere you go for to enioy your rai gne, 
©My wofull corps Ipray you heere to kill, 
* Andit diuide betweene you bothintwaine, 
That I may eke with both of you remaine. 
©. Doburie each apart ſo diſtant farre, 
© Diuidedasyour ſeats, ſclues, Kingdomes are, 


Sowhen ſhe ſpoken had, with teares ſhe came, 
And obs, beſtechin both, embracing vs, 
And wil'd we ſhould our ſeluesto friendſhip frame, 
Not bearing hate in heart, and enuie thus : 
On which Þe Senate nothing durt diſcuſle, 
Butall aroſe, departing did lament, 
Which view'd our thirſting ſore, tobloodſhedbent, 


Our hatred till encreaſed more and more, 
For when that Captaines new eleted were, 
Or officers in place we did reſtore, 
In theſe, our minds to all men plaine appeare, 
We diuerſly affeQed fauour beare : 
Ofright in ſentenceeke, of divers minds, 
As hate full oft the eyes of Iuſtice blinds. 


Ourowne we ſought, and not thepublike weale, 

Yetboth the publike wealth alone to haue : 

Wenothing recktto hap the publike heale, 

Buttoenioy the publike wealth we ſtraue, 

To Cookesand Butlers gifts of price we gaue, 
Topoiſon each: when'yetnotthelſe proceed, 
[hired ſome by forceto do the deed. 

O 
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« One man himſelfe may muchby wit foreſee, 
« But twaine may more perceiue then one alone 2 
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When this likewiſe had not ſucceſſearight, 

My ſelfe, to {lay my brother, Iaddreſt: 

I ruſht into his chamber euenor night, 

While of my force I thinke he fearedleſt: 

There with my ſword I flroke him through the breft. 
Eke while our mothers lap his wounds cmbrew, 
Her Gera deare betweene bh armes I ſlew. 


3 


Which done, I flew the place, and call'd the guard, 
Cri'd treaſon, told I ſcarce eſcapt vnſlaine, ! 
Commanding ſouldiers well to watch and ward, 
And me conuey vnto the campeamaine, 
Where I might ſafe from violence remaine : 

I faid I ſhould by foes be forc'd todie, 

If in the Court Ilonger time did lie. . 


A—_ © 


So they ſuppoling all wastruth Ttold, © 

(Not weeting what was done to Gerathan) 

Made ſpeed to runne with me vnto the hold : 

The people hearing this, toflocke began, 

Enquiring why the Prince and fouldiers ran : 
In tent I kneel'd encampr, the gods to praiſe | 
With promiſt vowes, which hadprolong'd my daies, 


The ſouldiers all reſorted tomy tent, 
Where I the Gods with honor ſerued tho :_ 
On whichTforth amongſt them boldly went, - | 
Told them great dangers I had ſcaped fro, 
And of mine enmies fall and ouerthro. 
By Fortunes gift (quothT) our foe isſlaine, 
And th Empire wholly doth to me remaine, 
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T promiſt if the ſouldiers me would ſaue, | 


My Empire ſtabliſh ſure, and fafetic ſee, By 
Each twentie hundred Artique grotes ſhould haue, Re 
More corne then earſt by halfe allow'd ſhould bee, Ti 
The temples wealth and treaſures ſhould be free | + | Be 

For them to vſeat large,in that one day | Fo 


Sexerus treaſure I did make away. So 
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The ſouldiers all perceiuing wellmy mind, 
(And ſlaughterblaz'dby thoſe in houſe that fled) 
I wasby them the Emperourſole aflign'd, 
And he an enmie nam d that now was dead. 
All night in temple forth with vowes led, 
Next day to Senate houſe with th'hoſtI gate, 
And ſeruice done, thus wiſe in throne I ſpake : 


Know right Well (quoth I) domeftique ſlaughters hatefull ſeeme, 

I And enen the name thereof makes men full ill of parties deeme : 
For why, th unhappie ſlaine mones milder men to mercy ſtill, 

And noble Peeres are enni'd when compell d their faes they kill, 

The vanquifot iniur d ſeeme, andvittours deem'd vniu#tly ill, 
Butwhoſoener ſhallthes caſe it ſelfe with truth perpend 

Not partially that deemes, enſearching what he didpretend : 

He ſhall perceine and find it better farre and needfull more 

Towrecke the wrong, then wincke thereat, and after (mart therefore. 
For, to the ſlaine beſide his woe, there comes a daFtards name, 

The viftour hath beſide bis health, of fortitude the fame. 

Butcertes how by poyſons he, and allmeanes ſought my ſpoile, 

Youmay right ſoone by tortures trie withoutgffarther toile. 

And therefore 1 commanded all bis ſernantspreſent bee, 

That you the truth may know, when their confeſſions plaine you ſee * 
While I was at my —_— howſe, he brought with ſwords hs traine, 
Forwarn'd, ſo arm d, by fight my foe, 1 hawe mine enmie ſlaine. 

Sith he about a miſchiefe went, ns brothers heart that bore, 

Totake rexenge on ſuch, is due © as cuitome telles of yore, 

The founder right of Rome, not with his brother flonting bare : 
Tleane to ſpeake what Germanique «nd Titus eriF did dare, 
AndMarcus wiſe and milde, his daughters huſband did not ſpare. 

But I, for me when poyſons were and ſwords to ſlay me dreft, 

Reneng d my foe, ( of for the name his workes aſſign d him bet) 
Therefore thanks you the Gods, that they one Prince preſerned you, 
Behold the ſame, him loyal lone, to him be inft and true : 
For exen as Toue aboue, amongit the gods doth rule alone, 
So hein earth the Empire all, allottes and gmnes to one. 
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Thus hauing faidaloud, with irefullmood, T 
And bloodie countnance caſt about the place, T 
Th afſemblie pale and trembling, fearefull Rood, F 
And Ireturn'dto'th Palace thence a fpace, V 
My brothers houſe and fame I did deface, A 
His friends, his ſeruants all, yong, old, and new, 
And th'infants eke, withoutreſpeRt I flew : 
The Wraſtlers and the Waggeners likewiſe, lu 
Mufiians, players, which did pleaſe his mind : T 
Oſth'order of the Senators full wiſe, I 
In whom was noble blood or wealth to find, N 
Not one of Getaes friends I left behind : I 
Alſo my wife whom I exil'd away 
To Sicile lle, I cauſed themto ſlay, 
Lucilla eke that ancient noble Dame, - 
To Marc wile the daughter ſage and graue, : | 
Of Commoduc that fiſter great of fame, S 
Which honor much in Rome deſeru'd to haue, - 
Iſay, ſhe did my deeds therein depraue, | 
Becauſe to Getaes mother ſhe wept ſore, | 
For Getaes death : I cauſdeher die therefore. 
Her ſonne likewiſe, Tcaufed ſhould beſlaine, . 
And of th Imperiall blood (to make all ſure) T 
Teft nor one aliue, thatmightremaine, I 
Or vnto whom they mi git my place procure: 0 
By nightlikewiſe TI put like aQts in vre : 
For day and night Iceaſed not to ſlay, 
Of Geraesfriends to roote the reſt away. 
I Veltall virgins buried ckealiue, | n 
And made «x ſouldiers multitudes to kill, | T} 
Becauſc I deem'd they were in wordstoo bliue, T, 
Againſt my coach wherein I trauell'd Rill, Li 


The ſouldiers flew the men that thought ne ill, 
Or made them buytheirliues with all they had, 
Which were, to ſcape with life alone, full glad, 
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This done, for feare from Rome with ſpeede I gates 
The towne like life at home miſliked me : 
For why the City did my murders hate, . 
Where ſouldiers held their ſlaughters franke and free, 
And wereenricht by ſpoile of cach degree. 

I gate therefore with all my Martiall crew 

From Itayle land, Danubian ſhores to view, 


Where, vnto hunting I applide my ſelfe; 

Toride abroad in couch, and giue themlayes z 

In few diſpacht theirpleas about butpelfe, 

Notgiuento heare long onng plaines for ſtrawes,. 

Icounted ſuch but cau'lling caitiue dawes 
As ſpent their ſubſtance, time, and goods in ſuite, 
About ſuch things as could not yeeld them fruit, 


Iclad my ſelfe much like the Germans then, 

Sotrimde my haire, choſe them my guard to ſerue : 

So framde my ſelfe to pleaſe theſe ruder men, 

As might them cauſe of me full well deſerue, 

From hex none with them T1 ſeem'd to ſwerue, 
Todigge, lift, beare, to grinde,mould,knead or bake 
In painfull ſort, and fimple fare to take. | 


The Germans much reioyc'd my kind of life, 
My ſufferance great in during labours long : 
The name of mate with vs was holden rife, 
Ifem'd a fellow ſouldier them among : 
Offtature ſmall, yer was I wondrous ſtrong, 
Sothat few men which in mine armies were, 


Could with like ſtrength ſuch weightie burthens beare, 


When at Danubius Thad placed ſtrength, 
To Thracia thence with ſpeedapace I went: 
There Monuments againe I madeatlength 
To Alexanders fame ; toRomelT ſent 
Likewiſe of ſtatues for the ſame intent, 

In Capitole and Temples them to place, 
For honour greatof Alexander: grace. 
* | Q 3 
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Imademe entscke of Thracian guiſe, 

And Captaines me to Alexander call : | 

To Pergamethence in Afia great that lies 

I gate, Achillestombe with honours all 

With eie to-view, as ſtories witneſfle ſhall :. 
Whence (order ſer) to Antioch 1 farde, 
Where my reccit with honour was preparde. 


To Alexandria thenl fared faſt, 

For they had ſcoft full oftbefore atmee: 

My mother they had named Queene loeafee, ; 

eAchilles greatand Alexander mee, Hes” 

They ſmilde my folly great hercinto ſee, 
Whichthough I were a dwarfe of fiature ſmall, 
Durſttake the name of Captaines great and tall, 


Ne Getaes murder ſpared oftto ſpread, 
As is their nature giuento tauntandieſt : 
Wherefore as though Religion had me lead, 
I offred ſacrifice with ſolemnefeaſt + 
At Alexanderstombe, where moſt and leaſt 
Ofall the youth were preſent to behold ' 
The offerings great I brought, and gifts of gold. 


This done, I wil'd the youth ſhould allprepare 

To ſhew themſclues in field : for I would chuſe 

A band by Alexanders name to fare, 

As erſt in Thrace and Sparta Idid yſe . 

They came reioicingall, toheare the newes : 
Where I with ſouldiers come to take the view, 
Them compaſtin, andall the peopleſlew. 


The valley all did Fvimme with ftreames ofbloud, 
So great that time a ſlaughter was there made : 
It tainde the mightie mouthes of Nilus floud, 


Andon the ſhores you might bloud werſhod wade: 


My pirters eke were preſt with ſhowle and ſpade 
interre the dead, a monſtrous trench that fill, 
And onthemdead,they reardamightie hill, 
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' But then defiring glorie moretoget - '-. / 
By Parthian name, which erſt my father had, 
Ifent to Artabare, without of let,  _ 
Ambaſlage great, with gifts hisminde to glad : 
And for his daughter them perſwade Ibad, 

Deſiring himto giue her me to wife, - - 
The cauſe of laſting loue, and end of ftrife, ' 


By this both ioindin one, we might for ay 

Ofall the world the Diademe poſlefle: 

And might to each inallattempes be tay, 

In fight our foes by firmer force ſuppreſle, 

When they my meſſage thus did there expreſle, 
At firſt he feard deceit :againe I ſent: 
Wherewith he was atlaſt full well content... 


By gifts] wrought, and plight my faith withall 
For truth to him, and for his daughters loue, 
Andhe began me ſonnein lawe to call. 
Which new report, did all the Parthians moue 
Vs to receiue, our friendſhips firme tapproue, 
Reioycing now ſuch league at laſt to ſee, 
Whereby they mightfromRomane warresbe free. 


And fo Tentred Parthia as mine owne, 

The Parthians me- receiued with triumphs great: 

When mine approch to Artabane was knowne, 

In plaine before the City of his ſeat | 

He came to meete mee, with a number great 
Ware garlands gay,in golden yeſtures clad,. 
With all the ioy, and triumphs might behad. 


So when great multitudes aſſembled were, . 
Their horſes left behind and bowes laid downe, 
Among their cups deuoide of force the feare, 
By numbers great the chiefe of all the towne, 
Which came to ſee the bridemans; high renowne, 

Diſorderly vnarm'das fo theyfland, d 005 206, 
I gaue my ſouldiers figne, to Py hand, 
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And downe by ſword they fell, they cotild not fli FL 


The King ſcarſe ſcap'd, conueid by horſe away : 
Their ſolemne garments long, their flight did tie, 
A ſlaughter great of Parthians was that day, 
We fackte their Townes, and noble men-drd flay, 
From thence I paftt'Azaiia after this 
To hunt, and gaue my felfe to bathe in bliſle, 


Thus having runne my recklefle race vnkinde, 
And doubting both of treaſon and my thrall, 
I foughtby curious arts offpritesto fmde 
Who ſhould procure in th'end my fatall fall : 
HMaternian at Rome ſhould ſearch for all, 
He ſhould enquire my fate, of all'wiſe men, 
And write hereof, what wastheir'mindes agen. 


What he did write againe, I wote not1T, 

From CarrasI to Lunaes Temple went : 

And for becauſe itneere the Campe didlie, 

To facrifice with few was mine intent : 

For why to towne from. thence returne Tment, 
And fo from thence to Campe likewiſe againe 
I mightretire, withouta greater traine, 


Amongſt the which,one MHartiallof my garde, 
Whoſe brother (not conuinſt, accuſde) 1 ſlew, 
Thus wiſe my ;caytive corps did watch to warde,. 
(For when therefore conuenient time hee knew, 
WhileTI apart mee gate for natures due, 

And bad the reft aſide a ſpace depart) 

He came and ſtabde meftifly through the heart. 


Senerus ſeruants Tcorrupted RT 
Them fee'd to-make their Lord my fite away: 
With Geraes men the like attempts Iwrought, 
Tobane their Lord, aid brother minetoſlay.. 


How I the Alexandrians did' betray; © 


And Parthians cke, befbie'to yo! Ttold, ok at | 


: Deferuing deathfor thoſRathouland fold; 
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King Caraſſu. 
But fith thoſe faithfull feruantsT'did kill, | + 
Which would notſley their noble Lords for gold, 
I worthy was to haue a gardſolll, 
As ſhould to pierce my hatefull heart be bold, 
The Iuſtice great of Toua here behold: 
*Yniuſtly who ſo ſeekestoflay the: good, 
The fword at length ſhall iuftly ſhed hisbloud.: © - 


FINTS.. 


HOW CARASSVS AHVS 
BANDMANS SONNE, AND. AFTER. 
King of Britaine,was ſlaine in battell by Alediwe- 
4 Roman, Anno Dom. 293- 


»a$1th men be borne by Nature naked all;* 
With their eſtateswhyare not men content? © 
hy doe they deeme the want of wealtha thral? 
Why ſhould they loath the lot, which Godhath ſent?- 
Adam himſelfe I finde, at firſt was ſent,. | 
As one who did diſdainehis poore eſtate, 
Todiſobey, with God tobea mare. 


Thou maiſt be made a God,(quoth ſatan than,) 

Ifon the fruite forbidden thou wilt feede :- 

The fenſcleſle wight the feeble forceleſſe man; 

Did taſte thereof, ſuppoſing that with ſpeed '' 

He ſhould in haſt haue beenea God indeed, 
He not content, hoping for higher place, 
Brought bitter bale w, ov. all his race. 


AndIthe ſonne of eFdamby: deſcent; 
Did ſeeke to ſetmy ſelfe in princelyſeate, 
With mine eftateT could tot be content, 
For which T felt the force.of hatreds heat.. 
Asatthe firſt, my good ſucceſſe was great, . 
Soatthe laſt, by fancies fond-:defires; ! 
I groapt for grapes amidſithebramblebricrs:: 
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Marke by whatmeanes I did m elfe addreſſe, 
To flic at firſt my poore allotted chance- - 
By honeſt meanes : let them from wickedneſle -- 


Which faine would flie, learne this by 7 diftrefle, ;.-.- 
O 


That he who doth from rightatidreaſon'firay,: - 
Deſtruction ſhall deftroy him with decay, * -- 


For Tby birth borne next to beggersdore, 
Was ſtai'd aloft with ſaffe ofhigh eſtate: 
But whil't that I ſo high apitch did ſore, 
Ieft the meanes which made meriſe of late, - 
I vices lou'd, I did all vertues hate, 

For which, Caraſſ#s ran arace inyaine, 


And nothing got, but death and deepe diſdaine, 


When ciuill ftrife had Britaine quite yndone, 
So that her ſtrength was now _ auaile, 
The faithleffe Pits with ruth did ouerrunne 
That royall Realme : and did fo far preuaile, 
That ſorrow did oneuery fide aflaile 
My natiue ſoile : and being thus diſmai'd, 
To Rome we fent for ſuccour, helpe, and aid. 


Senerus then by Baſſianus ſent, 
Tobring this Realme vnto ſome quiet tay, 
The Romans and the Britaines both werebent, 
To bring the barbarous PiRts to their decay, 
Them to returne againe to Scythia. 

Andat the laſt, by good Sexerws aid, 

We them deſtroi'd, when we were moſt afraid. 


Whoſe force though twicethe Romansfelcroofirong, 
Yet atthelaſt we gota goodly day, 
Euen by my meanes, who thruſt into the throng 
Ofth'armedPidts, Ideſperatethere did play 

The part ofhim, whom feare did neuer fray. 
Andatthe laſt toend thismortallftrife, 

I did depriueKing Lodricke of his life, 


Let ſuch as wouldby rerige them aduance 5 M57; 1.908 
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| Andwhen the Pits dit feetheirking depriu'd: 
Aoi hfe, Lord, how they fled he GM! ob 
They made me muſe, to'ſee how faft they ſtriu'd, 
With ſtaileſſe ſteppes, ech one his life toſhield: - 
Who couldnor flic, he there with care was kilde,. 
Soby my meanes, my countrey did obtaine 
Her ancient ſtate, and liberty againe. - 


Atmyreturne I to Severn; faid, | 
See here how I with woundes amall beſtead? 
Icannotliue, I feele how life doth fade, 
Lodricke himſelfe did carue and cut my head, 
For which my blade his lukewarmeblood hath ſhed: 
He cut my cap, and Ihaue got hiscrowne, 
Heloſt his life, and Thaue found renowne. 


Sexerns then vnto his Surgion ſaid, 
Heale him, and bring him fafe and ſound againe, 
Thou for thy paines with poundes ſhalt wel be paid, 
Andhe ſhall haue ſuch hotiour for hispaine, 
As vnto him for euer ſhal remaine : 

For by the Gods whichrule theſkies aboue, 

His noble acts deſcrue eternall loue, 


When by theſkill of Surgions curious art, - 

My hurts were heal'd, and holeſome health enſude, 

Severus then reioicing at the hart, | 

Made me a Lord, with wealth hee me indude, 

Yea, healthough my learning were butrude, 
Sent me to Rome, as Legate of this land, 
Tomakereport how here our ſtate did Rand, 


My deedesatRome,inricht me withrenowng, 

My talke abroad with proper filed phraſe, 

Adornd my head euenwith's Lawrell crowne. 

The Bmperour did much commendmy waies, 

So that I was bedeckr with double praiſe. 
Icouldnotreade, my learning was but weake, 


En Yet they ofRomedid mule to heare me ſpeake, 


188 \ing Caraſſus. 
Aslearned Art doth giue a goodly grace 


To ſome : {ſo ſome by natures gifts doe get wh n 
Eternall fame, and purchaſe them a place = 


Aboue the place where learned men do fit, r 
We finde the fine dexteritic of wit " 


Inthem which be both wiſe and ful of skill ; | = 

Yetneuer triu'd to clime Pernaſſus hill, ; 
So I with praiſcatime at Rome did lay, B 
And tra of time returud mee backe againe, ya 
The Emperour, he gaue my right away bo 
Within a while, which made me ſtorme amaine 2 ho 
Thad great cauſe me thoughtfor to complaine, HW; 


Senerns, he was made the king of all : 
The gifts hee gaue to me were very ſmall. 


' I was but made the Captaine of the coaſt, 

From Forraine force to keepe myrealme in reſt, 

Senerns, he was crowned king in poſt, |, 

Which did fo boile within my warrelike breſt, 

That Iwith griefe moſt ſtrangely was diſtreſt, 
Shall hee {9 D chus reape the high renowne. 
Which I deſerue? Shall he enioy the Crowne? _ 


I wonne the wreath, and he wil weare the ſame : - 
I got the goale, and he will get the gaine, 
For me in faith it were a deadly ſhame, 
IfI in this his regall royall raigne, | : 
Withoutrepullſe houllſufferhime remaine, -., 
Whichif I do, thenlet the'dreadfull dart *_ 
Of Valcans wrath, torment in twaine my, hart, 


For why, I ſee whatſeruile ſeruitude , ;. | 

Shall then inſue, ifhe may raigne inreſt: | 

Shall Brittane braueby Romares be ſubdude? : 

Ir ſhal no doubt, by Romavres bee diſtreſt, ,__ 

Exceptmy might againſt his mightbepreſt,  _ 
My mightas yet cannot his ftrength conſtraine, 


etmaymy mightcompell him tocomplaine, . 


be 


King Caraſſue. 


The draining drops do make the Marble yeeld 
Tatime : the ſeas the cragged rockes dorend : 
And Courtly Kings by tearing time be kil'd, 
For time doth ws the mightic Okes to bend, 
And time doth make the lictle twigs aſcend : 
Solintime, ſuch power may prepare, 
As ſhall conftraine Sewers death, with care. 


But whil't T did endeuour to deſtroy 

Sexerms irength, the Pits were prickt with pride, 

For their reuenge vs Britaines to annoy. 

Which when I heard, in poſt I'did prouide 

Apower great, then in haſte did ride, 
Andkeptthe coaſt ſo ſtrong with men of warre, 
Thatno man could arriue, to make or marre. 


ThePiQspreuented of their wiſhed pray, 
Inwaltering waues did bouſe their bitter baine, 
They dig d a ditch, and caught their owne decay, 
Onrocks their Barkes,in ſeas themſelues were ſlaine, 
The Weſterne winds with woe did them conftraine, 
By Britaine bankes to make ſo long delay, 
], and the Seas, brought them to their decay. 


By meanes whereof my credit did encreaſe ; 

Severus did eſteeme me as his ſtay, 

Ifrommy firſt deuices could not ceaſe, 

ForaycThop'd to haue a happie day, 

Tobring theRoman rule to their decay, 
With fauning face good fortune ſmiled ſo, 
Ihadmy wiſh, what mightI hope for mo? 


For into Spaine the Roman ſouldiers ſent, 
Thadathome the mighthimto depriue, 
Then wiſely TI all perils toprevent, 
Prouided fo that no man could arriue, 
NoPiR, nor Scot, norRoman then could ftriue 
With me at home, then T the Lords with ſpeed 
Of Britaine call'd, and thus I did proceed: 


190 Ring (araſſus. 
The Roman rule ys ſubie&ſlaues hath made, 
You ſcemy Lords, aRoman heere doth raigne, 
Whom to deſtroy my power ſhall inuade, 
Ido indeed this ſeruile life diſdaine: 
And you your ſelues do much thereof complaine, 
If you with helpe willme afliſt, I {weare, 
The Roman rule ſhall haue no power heere, 


Then they moſt glad with one conſentrepli'd, 
We will aſſiſt thee with what might we may, 
And we our ſelues moſt willing will akery 6 
No Britaine borne againſt thee ſhall diſplay 
His ſhield, but all at the appointed day, 
As preſtto pleaſe thy heſt, ſhall theeaffiſt : 
Winthou the crowne, and weare itat thy liſt, 


Which when I heard themfay with one conſent, 

Blame not though pride did then poſſeſſe my hear 

For Princely crowne : the dreadfull diery dent 

Of wrackfull warre, who would not feele the-ſmart 

Ofgriping griefe? who would not feele the dart 
Of dreadfull death? or whoregardeth paine ? 
Ithe a crowne and kingdome may obtaine? 


For his gray grotes the countrie clowne doth care, 
Reſtleſle with ruth, the Ruſticke gets his gaine : 
The Merchant man for wealth doth ſend his ware 
About the world, with perill and great paine. 
Andall the world for wealth doth not diſdaine, 
Amidſt the ſurge of mightie mounting ſeas, 
To caſt thendiis their owne delights topleaſe, 


If to obtaine ſuch triffles they do toile, 

And neuer ceaſe to bring their drifts about: 
Why ſhould I feare the | born of forren foile? 
Why ſhould I not aflay with courage tour, 
To wreake my wrath vpon the Romiſh rout 


Which heere remaine? whomto the bale to bring, 


Were me to crownemy natiue countries King. 
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ang ANA}fHS. 
One thing there is which greatly doth me grieue, 
Sexeriss, he who did inhance my ſtate, | 
He did in my diftrefle with life relicue 
My dying daies, he neuer did me hate : 
Yetnow with him Imuſtbe at debate, 
Euen him with might1 greatly muſt diſgrace, 
Ere Ican ſet my ſelfe in Princely place. 


Vntimely death ſhall not deſtroy his daies : 

For if he will returne toRome againe, 

Orifhe will refigne his crowne with praiſe, 

Orifhe will amongſt vs ſtill remaine. 

Ifhe can like of theſe, we will refraine | 
From ſheading blood : whichif he doth diſdaine, 
Ithen againſtmy will, muſt worke his paine, 


| Soforth I paſt with all mypower preft, 

Senerus did at Durham then delay, 

Whereas I ment his ate to haue diftreſt 

But fome Ithinke my ſecrets did bewray, 

Forheto Yorke in haſte did take his way, 
Which when I had beſieg'd onceuery fide, 
With care and griefe of mind, Sexerms dide, 


Sce heere the force of cruell fretting care? 

Sec heere how ſorow doth diſmay the mind ? 

For when he heard {araſſ#s did prepare 

Toreaue his crowne, he iudging me ynkind, 

With ſobbing fighes of ſorrow, herefign'd 
Before his time hismind from manly breſt : 
Behold with care how ſorow reaues mansreſt, 


Thus he intomb'd in his vntimely cheſt, 
It was decreed {Aaraſſns ſhould be King, 
The three eſtates of all my Realme werepreſt, 
With one conſent theyall to me did 5; 

8 The kingly crowne; then thus they all did fing, 
{;- The due deſerts of this renowned wight, 

- Deſerues to be theBritaine King by right. -. 
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Marke by what ſtepsIdid the top obtaine, 

With keeping ſheepe my youthful yeares were ſpent: 
Then with the whip Ipli'd the plow amaine, 

In e Mars his fields tofight my mind was bent, 

As Legate then to Romie my {Life was ſent, 

I dubbed was a Lord ofhigh renowne, 

And now atlaſt Thaue obtain'd the Crowne. 


The end of th'a&t (the Plaudite) doth proue, 
Andall is well, whoſe ending is not ill : 
Who ſits aloft had neuer need tomoue, 
For feare leſt he ſhould fall againſthis will. 
Though creeping he did gaine the top with skill, 
Yetat thelaſt, by turning ofhis toe, 
A ſudden fall may worke his wretched woe. 


Which fall I felt, and how? Theere will ſhow : 
When I as King did all the Realme command, 
I fearefull did ſuſpeAtmine overthrow : 
The place (me thought) did ſhake whereI did ftand. 
Then for my guard I did prouidea band 
Of warlike wights, to guard my noble grace, 
Ilaſtly did my noble men diſplace. - 


From forth the fields T for my father ſent, 
Him ofa clowne a noble man I made : 
My Brethren all euen for the ſame intent, 
Like Courtiers there in Court with me they ftai'd, 
Andall my ſtocke were glad and well apai'd :- 
For they oflate which rul'd the painfull plow, 
Of Britaine land they be the Rulers now. 


From cart to Court, acountrie manto call, 

With braue attire to decke a dunghill Dicke, 

Is like a painted Image in a wall, 

Which doth deceiue, and ſeemeth tobe quicke, 
Though workmanſhip moſt trimly doth ir tricke, 
Yetofa one, a ſtone will till remaine : 

A clowne cannotfrom cloywniſh deeds refraine 
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As hard itis of quarried Marble ſtone, 

For man to make a lively mouiug wight, 

As of a Lout, orelſe of ſuch a one 

Who dailydoth imploy his whole delight 

To dig anddelue, it paſſeth mortall might, 
Tomake him ſerue the Court a Kings beheſt : 
Turne himto plow, the cartforhim is beſt. 


For though thou canſt by cunning art compell 

Naturea time to leaue her wonted place, 

She will returne, in ſpight of heauen or hell : 

No Alcumiſt Dame Nature can diſplace; 

Except that God doth giue abundant grace. 
The Caske will haue a taſte for euermore, 
With that wherewith it ſeaſoned was before. 


Why did I then my courtlefſe court maintaine 
With Hob and John, Ralph Royfter, and his mate ? 
Whoſe greedie iawesaye gaping after gaine, 
Didpole, and pill, milbood uch ſterne debate : 
Men much vnmeer to maintaine mine eſtate. 
Why didIthem fo neere mine elbow place ? 
Becauſe my ſelfe by birth was borne but bace, 


Like will to like, the Mule doth claw her mate, 
With horned beaſts the Ienit cannot ieſt, 
Thoſebauling Hounds, the haughtic Hart doth hate, 
With Beares the Beare in ſafetie counts her beſt. 
SoIamongſt my like did looke for reſt, 

Their deeds by me were alwaies wellallow'd, 

By them likwiſe my doings wereauow'd. 


But as you ſee the Husbandman with care 
| Fromnew ſowne fields the rauening rookes to driue, 
So did the Gentrie of my Realme prepare, 

My countrie Courtand me for to depriue. 

| ButGentlemen were then too weake to ftriue 

With me, and mine, for which they did prepare - 

Anew found ſnach, which did my feet inſnare. 
P 


194. Kong (araſſus. 
In ſurgeleſſe ſeas of quietretwhenT 
Seuen yeares had ſail'd, a pertie didariſe, 
Theblaſts whereofabrig'd my libertie : 
For whil' Rt I did with buſfie braine deuiſe 
Themto deſtroy, which did my Court deſpiſe, 

The boiſtrons blaſts of hatred blew a gale, 

My cables crakt, my Barke was bong d with bale, 


For they (I meanethe Gentrie of my land) 
Both me, and mine, theirs, and themſelues had ſold 
Subies to Rome, from yhencea mightic band. 
They had conuey'd, to make my courage cold-: - 
Into my Realme they could not be controld, 
But when they were arriu'd, they quickly brought 
Both me and mine, antlall thereſt conought, |. 


 eAletuthen the Chiefetaine of thereſt, 

Spoiling my friends, beforſt me to the field, 

The day was come, we both in fight were preft. 

His truſtleſle traine, did ſeemeto meto yeeld, 

But all the fields with great ambuſhments fill d, 
Icould not flee, AleZ4 had the day, 
With his owne ſword for breath he made me bray. 


As due deſert did force my ſhip to flote, 
Sovices vile me drencht in waves of woes; 
O falſe ſuſpeR, why did thou make me dote ? 
Fearing my fall,my friends I deem'd my foes: 
Fearing the worſt, the beſt I'diddepoſe, 
An ; nn depoſde :let other learne hereby, 
The crooked Crab will alwaics walke awry. 


And let them know which donorlothe to learne, 
Thar Kings in Court, becombred moſt with care. 
The Pilots charge, who fitteth at the ſtearne, 
Doth make him watch, when other do prepare 
Themſcelues to ſleepe : ſo Kings diſtreſſed are 
With doubtfull dread, and many other things, 
The ſheepheardslife is better then the Kings. 
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By Thomas Blentr Haſſe 


Ens due deſerts each Reader may recite, 


A| For men of men domakea goodly ſhow, 


N / & But womens workes canneuer cometo light, 
aff K No mortall man their famous fats may know, 

& No writer will alittle time beſtow, 

The worthy workes of women to repeat, 


Though their renowne and due deſerts be great. 
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ForIby birth to Coe/daughterdeere, 
King Lucy was my good Grand-mothers ſonne, 
My father dead, Vrvil'd hiskingdome heere, 
| Andafterward, the World ſo wideI wonne, 
I Empreſſe was efall vnder the Sunne, 
Ilivedlong, I did withperfe@blifle, 
Yerwriters will repeate no word of this, 


But now at laſt I haue obtained leaue, 

My ſpotleſle life to paint in perfeRt white : 

Though writers would all honor from me reaue, 

Ofall renowne they would depriue me quite, 

Yet true report my deeds ſhall burniſh bright, 
Andrub the ruſt which did me much diſgrace, 
And ſet my name in her deferued place, 


From Roman rule who Britaine did redeeme ? 
Who planted firſt Gods word in Britaine land? 
Who did ſo much virginitic eſteeme ? 
Who did the force off foes withſtand ? 
Who all the world ſubdu'd without a band 
Of Martia!l men? who did theſe noble as? 
I Helena, haue done theſe famous facts, 
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196 Queene Helena. 
And now haue heere the ſtorie of my ſtate : 
The Britaine Queene inheritageme crown'd, 
Euen then when Romans had fo great debate 
Amongſt themſclues for Caracallas wound, 
An Emperour, who hi ghly was renown'd, 

As thenatRome, whole death yndoubtedly, 
Diminiſht much the Roman Emperie, * 


The Romans then were ſtor d with ciuill rife, 
And many Realmes againſt them did rebell, 
Their trouble turn'dme toaquietlife, 
My Commonyweale did proſper pafling well, 
Whenall the world agreedlike diuels in hell, 
Then Iand mine becalm'd from hatreds blaſt 
In happie hauen harboured were atlaſt. 


Then Ia maid of tender yourhfull yeares, 

Report did fay, of beautie freſh and faire, 

Refuſde the ſute of many noble Peeres, 

Which daily did vnto my court repaire. 

What though there were vnto my crowneno heire? 
YetI who did regard my Commons good, 
Refuſde tolinke my ſelfe with forren blood. 


On forren coaſts, on kingdomes to incroch, 

With wrath of wrackfull warres 1 did deſpiſe, 

And fearing ayethe ruth of rude _ 

With carking care I daily did deviſe, 

How I withpeace might make mykingdomeriſe, 
And how by law of God and man, Imighre 
Giue C2ſar his, and vnto God his right, 


No God of heauen, no Chriſt my people knew : 
Wherefore to Rome for learned men I ſent, 
King Lcies lawes decay d I'did renew, 
Then preaching made my people ſorepent 
Their former faults, that all incontinent 

Were baptiſed, and ſo within a ſpace, 


The faith of Chriſt they firmely did embrace. 
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That. nothin goon currantintheir ſight, 
Butthatwhich holie writers would'allow : 
And that they would imbrace with all their might, 
To ſhed their bloud, the ſame for to auow, | 
They did not feare, at Vero/ane euen now, 

Amidft the force of fiery flaſhing flame : 

Albon the Protomartyr prou'd the ſame, 


As carefull merchantmen do much reioice, 
When from thoſe Iles Molocchi, they haue brought 
Their fraighted ſhips, for then they haue great choice, 
Of Merchandize, which trafficke long hath ſought, 
Tofinde the ware,which trial true hath taught 
Wil get moſt gaine, which being got they giue 
And caſt their care, how they thereby may liue : 


$o1, whom both Sir Neptuxes ſurging Seas, 
And Eoles windes, euen God himſelfe aboue 
Did fauour much, my labouring mindetopleaſe, 
Giuing thoſe things were beſt for my behoue, 
Gods word I meane, which all my men did loue. 
The Pearles which Chriſt commanded tobe bought, 
Muſt here be found, and no where els be ſought. 


Then they and I made haſte, poſt haſt, toleade 
Our finful lives as Scripture did allow, 
We knowing God, him lou'd with feare and dreade, 
Deuotionmadeys crouch, and creepe, and bow 
Ourhearts, our heads; we ſauage were but now, 
Yetby and by ſuch wasthe good ſucceſſe, 
In fiery flames the truth we did profeſſe. 


Thenflicting Fame the truth to teſtifie, 

Apainſtmy wil, atRome made ſuch report, 

That Conftatinns thence did hither hie, 

And being come vnto my Britaine Court, 

With louers lookes he ftriu'd to ſcale the Fort 
Ofmy good will : but when it would not bee, 
He ſighing, thus addreſt __—_ tome : | 
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O Queene quoth he, thy deeds deſerue great fame, 
The goodly gifts thar God hath giu'nto thee 
Be ſuch, as I cannot thee greatly blame, 
Though thou without deſert diſdaineftme, 
Who for thy ſake doth lothe all crueltie, 
Bur for thy loue, with Mars his cruell knife, 
Icould command thy Realme, and reaue thy life. 


But (out alas)-whil't breath doth lend me life, 
My heart ſhall hate to thrall thy happie ſtate, 
What though thou doſt refuſe to bemy wife, 
Thy hatred tho, ſhall neuer cauſe me hate: 
But whil't T live, I will thee loue, let Fate. 
And Fortune fell powre onmeall their ſpight, 
To die for thee ſhall greatly me delight, 


Then I repli'd, O Duke, without deſert 

Thou doft me loue, alittle lands Queene, 

I know thou to the Emperour heire art, 

Thy valiant ats I diuers-waies haue feene, 

Ilike thy deeds, molt noble which hauebeen, 
And thee Iloue: yet priuate pleaſures luſt 
May neuer make me throw my Realme to duſt, 


If thou (quoth he) wilt daine my Queene to be, - 
Thy Britaines ſhall to Rome no tribute yeeld, 
You if you pleaſe, to Rome may go with me, 
Your mightie mate the world ſo wide may wield, 
Or if you pleaſe, T heere with you will bilde 

My biding place, andinthis littleland, 

I will remaine yours, heere at your command. 


His comely grace, his friendly promiſe pligh 
His R——_ So” his Noblezoyall _ mY 
Some other things which heere I couldrecite, 
The Romans heart within my breſt did place. 
And when my wit had weigtied well the caſe, 

Then for the chiefe of all my Realme 1 ſent, 

And thus 1 ſpake to know the-whole intenit. 
"* = 
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Oxeene Helena. 

My louing Lords, and you niy fubieRts, ſee 

This Roman heire, whom T indeed doloue, 

He will reſtore your ancient liberrie, 

If I will bend my heſt to his behoue : 

Which benefits they chiefely do me moue, 
To loue at laſt, aman by whom you may, 
Recceiue a Shield to keepe you from decay. 


Perhaps youthinkeTloue, becauſe I ſee 
His comely ſhape, and — ſanguine face, 
You be deceiu'd, no outward bravery, * 
No perſonage, no gallant courtly grace, 
What though he beby birth of royall race ? 
Irecke it not, butthis I do regard, 
My Commonweale by him may bepreſcru'd, 


For ifhe will from tribute ſet you free, 
Andend the worke which I haue well begonne, 
That Chriſts Goſpel! preached ſtill may bee, 
God may by him ſend vnto me a ſonne, 
Toyoua King : what wealth then haue you wonne ? 
What great renowne ? what honor willinſue? 
Speake you your minds, theſe things me thinke,be true. 


OQueene, quoth they, the Lord preſerue thy grace : 
Do thou the thing thatſeemes to thee the beſt, 
We doallow the match igeuerycafe*” : 
Ifby that meanes we may have quietreft, 
With what great good ſhal this our Realme be bleſt? 
Do thou therefore O noble Queene, we pray, 


The thing which beſtmay keepe vs from decay. 


The Roman Duke be'nothing would deny, 

But granted more then I could aske or craue, 

Sothat there was proclaimed by and by, 

A famous feaſt, a banquerpaſling braue. 

Theretothe Duke the Britaine crowne T gaue, © 
With ſacred ſpowſall rights, asminand wife” * 
We wedded, liu'dinloue; for terme of life; * | 
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And whil't we ment:torule thislittleIte, - 
A greater good vnlooked for befell, 
Death did deſtroy his Sire with hateful hand # 
For which we both at Rome muſt now godwell, 
And fo wedid: things proſpered paſling well, _ ' 

My Feere was made the Emperour, Lordand king 

Of all : and Ithe Queene of everything, 


His mightie Mace didrulethe Monarchie, 
My wit did rule (fome writers fay)his Mace, 
And to increaſe with ioy our metrrie glie, 
Ibrought him ſortha babe of Royall race, 
The boy he had anamiable face. 
O Rome thou maiſtreioyce,for this was he, 
Which did at Rome ere Diuinitie. 


Whilſt thus in bliſſc I did at Rome remaine, 

A Britaine ſtill my mind her care did caſt, 

For which 1 cauſ'd my husband to ordaine, 

That euermore thoſe ancient Lawes ſhould laſt, 

Which heretofore amongſtthemthere I paſt, 
And that to Rome no Britaine borne,for aye, 
Should taxe, or toll, ortenth, or tribute pay. 


Though there atRome an Empreſlelife Iled, 
And had at hand what I could wiſh or craue, 
Yet ſtill me thought I was not wel beſtead, 
Becauſc I was ſo To from Britaine braue. 
Which whenmy touing Lord did once-percciue, 
He fetaſtay inall the Emperie, 
To Britaine ten he did returne with me. 


We raign'd of yeeres thrice ſeven with good ſucceſle, 

Then Dolor and Debilitie did driue -- 

My louing Lord with fainting feebleneſle, 

For vitall life with braying breath to ftriue : 

He felt, how death of life would him depriue, 

 Hecal'd his Lords, hischild, and me-his wife, 
And thus he ſpakeg,cuenashelefthishfe: 
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The haughtic Pines of loftie Libanus, 

From earth, to earth, in tra of time returne : 

So I whoſe ſpreading praiſe were maruellous, 

Muſt now returne my fleſhto filthieſlime, 

On Fortunes wheele I may no longer clime. 
Therefore my Lords,although my glaſſebe runne, 
Yettake remorſe on Conftantize my ſonne, 


My Monarch, Court, my Kingdomes all, 
(O ſtately Rome) farewell to them, andthee, 
Farewell my Lords, which ſce my finallfall, 
Farewell my child, my wife, more deare tomee 
Thenall the world, we muſtdepartI ſee : 

And muſt weneeds depart? OFortune fie, 

We muſt depart, adue, farewell, I die, 


Wherewith he ſigh'd and ſenſelefſe did remaine, 
Then I his death as women do, did waile : 
But when I view'd, that weeping was but yaine, 
I was content to beare that bitter bale, 
Asone who found no meanes for her auaile. 
His corpsat Yorke in Princely Tombe Llaid, 
Whenfanerall facred folemne rites were paid. 


And when report his death about had blowne, 

CMaxentins then the triple crowne' to weare, 

Did challenge all the Empire as his owne, 

And for a time that mightie Mace did beare * 

Which when my ſonne, my Conftantixe did heare, 
The png Lad, indeuour'd by and by, 
Toclaimehis right by Mars his crueltie, 


Ithen his tender youthfull yeares to guide, 

Went with my ſonne to ſee his good ſuccefle, 

Hebeing Campt by fruitfull Tybers fide, 

To fpoile his foe he did himſelfe addrefle, 

He knew that God did-giue all happineſle: : - 
Therefore to God, euen then the youth /didpray, 
With mightje hand to keepe himfrom decay, 
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Behold how God doth godly men defend,  - 

And marke how he doth beate Vſurpers downe, | 

eHMarxentius now heall his force doth bend, - |! 

For to defend his Diademand Crowne. -! +: -- 

But froward Fate ypon the Prince didfrowne? 
For why his men were ſcattered euery where, 
In Tyber he did drowne himſelfe for teare, 


To Rome then we and all our hoſt did hie, 
The Romans they with ioy did vs receiue, 
To Conftaxtine they gaue the Emperie, 
But he of them mott earneſtly did craue, 
ThatIthe rule of alkthe world might haue: 
It is (quoth he) my mothers right to raigne, 
Till dreadfull death hath ſhred her twiſt in twaine. 


I grant my ſonne, the Monarchieis mine, 

For at his death thy father gaue it me 

For terme of life :but letitnow be thine, 

I aged muſt gopaythe earth herfee, 

I am content to live with lefle degree. $19 
O loving ſonne, giue care ynto my helt, 
I will not rule, thatcharge for thee is beſt. 


And when he might tiotrule his mothers mind, 
Againſthis will he willing did afſent, - 
Thatall ſhould be asT had thenaffign'd,” 
Torule the world, he grieued was content. 
And whil ſtthatthere my happie daies I ſpent, 
Reioycing much to ſee my ſonnes ſucceſle, 
I Wd and had a heavenly happineſfle, - 


Thrice happie I who ranthis royallrace, 
And in the endmy wiſhed Goale did get: 
For 1 my meanes all people did embrace 
The faith of Chriſt, the orders I did ſet 
They were.obey'd with toy, which made mejet.  - 
Euen in this blifſe a better blifſe befell; 

Idid, and now myfoulein heauen doth dyell, 
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$0now you ſee the happie hap Thad : 
Learne then thereby to.do as I haue done, 
Topraiſe Godsname letevery Princcbeglad : 
To perſecute the truth letallmenſhunne, - 
By vertuous waies gteat honor may be wonne, 
But he who doth to vices vile incline, 
May be compar'd yato a filthie ſwine, 


Who doth not loue the plaine nar pleaſant way, 

He cannot feare to ſleepe amidſt the greene, 

Butin the mire he doth delightto lay: 

So Princes ſuch as vile and vicious beene, 

Do tumble aye amidſta finke of finhe,_ . | 
Whoſe nameson-earth,ywhoſe foules in helremaine 
Ininfamie, the otherpinchtwith paine.. - 


Letthem that ſeeke for cuerlaſting fame, 

Treadin the ſteps that Tbefore haue trod,- 

Andhe who would ayeid reprochfull ſhame, 

Andflee the ſmart of Purors ruthfull rod; ::. 

Lethim not ceaſe to learne the law of God, |. - 
Which only law mans ſtumbling Reps doth guide: 
Who walkes therein, bis feete can neuer {lide.  » 


HOW VORTIGER DE 
| STROYED THE YONG KING 
Consranrtins, and how- hee obtained the* 
Crowne : and howafter many miſcries,he was 
miſerablieburnit iti his Caitle, by the bre<' 
tbren of Cotiftantitic, anne Domiqqs,” ' 


TROVE 1 quiet peace of Zan jgllitiey.; .. 1. :- 

1 E207 Their ha pic havens ſome with forewinds haue,. 

6 E>&) By wrackfull warre of Mars his crutltie, 

With much adoe ſome ctthe Goale they craue,. 

Bur ſubrill Nleights and Erches Fetied bras. (2 a Bk 
My haplefſe hand did hit withleuel\cd ling, .;--, - /-; 
The aimed marke,themore miſhap was mine 4; ,/;/ (1 
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By gifts of grace ſome men hauc happy hap, -- - 
By bleſſed birth to Kingdomes borne ſome be: 
Succeſſion ſets ſome men in Fortunes lap, 
By wiſedome, wit, and prudentpolicie: 
Some clue aloft by truſtlefle treacherie: 


And courage doth a multitude aduance, 
Drifes finely filde they did my ſtate inhance. 


I Portiger by birth was borne a Lord, 
King Conſtantine his Cofin did mecall, 
Icride amaine, andclapt his crowne abord, 
And for a time til Fortune forſt my fall, 
Withreſtleſſe blifle Ifate in ſtately fall: - 
But men of warre of much more _ thenT, 
For my deſert my carefull corps did fry. 


As furions force of fiery flaſhing fame, 
Wirh Cinders broughtmy body to decay, 
So ſmuldering ſmokes of euerlaſting ſhame 
Choakt my renowne, and wipte my fflameaway, - 
What may I more of my miſtortune ſay? 
I figh to ſee, Ifilent ceaſe to tell . 
What me deftroid, and drownd ny ſoulc in het. 


Here co repeat the parts that I haueplaid, 

Were to vnrippe a trufle of trumpery, 

Forme to ſhew how Ialoft was Rtaid, 

Were toereQa ſchoole of Trechery : 

Silence is beſt, let no manlearne by me 
Nor by my meanes, how they by wicked waics, 
From loweſtate,aloft themiclues may raiſe. . 


As good men can by wicked workes beware, 
So wicked men by wicked workesbe wiſe, 
Ifill men read my deedes which wicked were, 
They by my meanes will compaſle their ſurmile : 
For wicked workers daily doe deuiſe, 

To make examples vile and vitious, 


To ſtand in Read, toſcruetheir lawleſle luſt, = 
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The Serpent thence his venim viledoth-dray, 

From whence the Bee her hony ſweetdoth ger, 

Leaud livers learne to breake the writtenlaw, 

By that, whereby good men dolearne much wit, 

For wicked men each fetch js thought moſt fit, 
To ſerue their turne : therefore I countitbeft, 
Tolcaue my faults and follies ynconfeſt, 


Giue leaue therefore good Memory, I may 


Not heere repeate my tedious Tragedie, 
Inquirie, letme now depart away. 

My Commonweale ſubuerted was by me, 
Leaudlyliu'd, and di'd in miſerie, 


And for my faults I felt diſdainfull ſmart, 


Letthis ſuffice, and let menow depart. 


\ Withthathe ſcem'd as one that would away, 
But Memory (ſtay ſtay thy ſeps,quoth ſhe) 


Letwicked men procure their owne decay, 


Werecke itnot, if warned once they be. 
Letthat ſuffice, and letthy miſerie 


Make juſt report, how vaine, and vile athing 


tis, to liue as a vſurping King. 


Sith needsI muſt repented faults forerunne 


Repeat, andrell the fall and foile I felt, 


Patience perforce, to ſpeake ſhame bids me ſhunne, 
Tothinke thereof doth make my heart to melt. 
But fich T needs muſt ſhew how heereT delt, 


Iam content to tell the truth of all, 


Let wiſe men learneto ſtand, whichreade my fall. 


Forfirſt I cauſde the yong King Con#tantine, 

Offaithleſſe Scots and Pits to make his guard, 

They by my meanes did kill their King in fine, 

For which, with ſpeed Iſent themall ro ward, 

And hang'd them all, their cauſe wasneuer heard: 
So I who firſt did cauſe them kill their King, | 
To ſtop their mouthes,themall to death did brivg, 


Where 
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Where Rancor rules, where hatreds heate is hor, 
The hurtleſſe men with trouble be turmoil'd : - 
Where malice may ſend forth her Cannon ſhot, 
There might isright, there reaſons rules are foil'd, 
For ruthfull Rancor euermore hath boyl'd 
With griping griefe:her ſmuldring imokes of ſpite 
Would gladly choke all iuftice, law, and right. 
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So might, not right, did thruftme to the Throne, 
I fixteene yeares did weare the royall Crowne, 
Inall which time with griefe Iaye did grone, 
As one who felt the fall from high renowne, 
My Noble men deuiſde to thruſtme downe 

In all this time, and many did proteſt, 

Ilaid the King in his vntimely cheſt, 
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* Atlaſt, my foes my friends were made, and] 
Had quiet peace, and liu'd a happic King : 
Yea, God who rules the haughtic heauena bigh, 
Inricht my Realme withfoyſon of cach thing, 
Abundant tore did make my people fing. 
As they of yore werepreſt withpenurie, 
Sonow they hate their great fertilitie. 


My people had of corneand oyle ſuch tore, 

That countrie men oftillage left the toile, 

The rich man fed no better then the poore, 

For all did reape the fatneſle of the ſoile, 

No man for meate nor money then did toile, 
But all reioyce with joyfull Tubilic, 
Andall were fouſt with finfull gluttonie, 


As clouds diffolu'd faire Phxbxs doth deface, 
So plague my plentie dim'd with darke diſeaſe : 
For whiltmy Realme in riotran her race, 
They plai'd, notprayed, and did their God difpleaſe. 
For which they.dcown'd in forowes ſurging ſeas, 

Like rotten ſheepe by thouſands di'd ſo thicke, 

The deadcould notbe buried by the quicke., 
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When thus the plague mypeople did opprefle, 


That few were left alive within my land, 

The barbarons Pits, with fpeede themſelues addreft, 

Knowing their time, they raiſde a mightie band, 

They knew right ſoone, how here my ate did ſtand, 
And to reuenge the wrong thatearſtI wrought, 
They ment to bring both me and mine to nought. 


See how abuſe breeds blake and bitter bale, 
Miſuſe doth make of plenty, lothſomelacke, 
Amidſt his blifſe with woit makes man wale, 
Onely abuſe doth worke mans wretched wracke.: 
Amidit my ioyes, from ioy itbeat me backe, 

For I and mine miſuſde our preſent bleſle, 


Which brought both me and mine to wretchednefſle. 


We firftmiſuſde our preſent pleaſant plentie, 
For which we whiptin thrall with ſcourges three, 
Had Peftilence, which made my kingdome emprtie, 
It did deftroy my men of ech degree, 
Then fainting Famine plaide her Tragedy, 
Belonathen thatbeaſtly bloody Queene, 
Did blow her Trumpe to daſh my courage cleane, 


When fickeneſſe had conſumde my ſubieRs quite, 
The Pits with pride did haſte to ſpoile my land, 
Ihadno men, nor meanes with them to fight, 

For which I ſent and did obtaine a band 

Of Saxons, ſuch as did the Pits withſtand, 


| WhoſchelpethatI when need requir'd might haue,. 


Igauethem Kent, a countrey paſling braue, 


Theſe S2x0n5 were a crew of warrelike wights, 
They liu'd by ſpoile, and had no biding place, 
They were of truth a troupe of Martial knights, 
Which ſeru'd for pay where Mars extold his Mace. 
Sarons indeed they were of royalrace, | 
They Ang/i hight, a ftocke of worthy fatne, 
Of them this realme of England tooke her name.. 
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Theſe Avghbroughtthe Britainerto the bay, 
We welobmen call'd, to Wales they did vs driue, 
They brought ſixe ſorts of Saxons todecay, 
And got the Goale for which they long did ſtrive. 
Of other ſtockes they left notone aliue, 
They all this Realme did plant with Aghthen, 
And term'd themſelues of Axgii, Engliſhmen, 


Buthow they broughtthis enterpriſe about, 
Marke well the ſequell which I ſhall recite: 
Hengeftu« he the Chiefetaine of the rout, 
A ſuttle Sir, an vndermining wight, 
To feed my vaines he tookea greatdelight. 

His craftie head did deeme it the beſt way, 

With pleaſant baits to make my crowne his pray. 


He me his King inuitedto a feaſt, 
A feaſt in faith, which forſt my finall fall : 
Where Cupid: curſe conſtrain'd melike a beaſt, 
From Pallas Prince to giue the golden Ball, 
For Ven vants to Helene threw my thrall, 
Whoſe heauenly hue,whoſe beauty freſh and faire 
Was burniſht brightlike Phebas in the aire. 


I being ſetat Bacchnrbanquetting, 
His daughter deckt with — aw Tapiſtrie, 
And trimly trickt with cuery other thing, 
Which might delight a louers fantahie : 
Why ſhould mans mind to loue thus ſubieR be? 
I had a wife, a paſling princely pcece, 
Which far didpaſle that gallant Girle of Greece, 


Yet from my wife (the worthieſt Queene aliue,) . 
My fancies fell, Tloth'd her louely bed : 

Howl Hengeftxsdaughtermightatchicuc 

Was all my care, I did this Damſell wed, 

My wifediuorſt, I had her in the ted. 

Herlouely lookes, her pretie pleaſant cheare, 
Made mceſteeme her only loue moR deare. 
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I wore the crowne, her wil did rule thereRR,- /' - ' 
And her demaund Inguerdiddenye:;: | 
What ſhe allow'd Ididdeficemethacbeſt fas aol 
Which when her Father. Hexngeff didefpic; | + 
He had the pray for which he long did prie. 

Hemade his hay whil weather faier was, 

And by her meaneshe brought ir thus topaſle: 


ThatBritaines we with toile ſhould cill the ground, 
They Saxons would defend our wealth with warre : 
Which granted once, they did inhabir round 
About my realme ,and mightboth make and marre,. 
New Saxons in my realmearriued were, 

By meanes whereof my Britaines did ſu 

The Saxons ſleights, and did: their deedes deteR, 


Thenthey good men to me their king complaind, 
Theſe men,quoth they, from vs our realme wil win, 
Exceptthey from our frontiers berefraind. 
Which when they told; my wife ſhe was within, 
Ohuſbanddeare, they be {faide: ſhe) my kin, - 
Ceaſe of thy forcethy faithful dreades to feare, 
They meane no og, Toxe the inſt Iſweare, 


Solefteemed notmy.ſubieAsheatth, - - 
That I might fill my Lagies. loue enioy, 
They view'd me carelgfie of my common wealth, 
| Tolauethemſelues they meant me toannoy, = 
| Mine eldeft ſonne a operprety boy, 
| They made theirking, andme formy defart, 
They did depriue.: with paine which pinchtmy hart. 


_ - 
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Then Yortiger my ſonne and king purſude 

The Saxons ſore,and didamazethem much, 

For which my wife hismotherlawe indude | | 

With divelliſh ſpire, againfitheyourbdid grutch, | 

She him deftrgitd,her good ſucceſſe was ſuch: | 


_ 


When he ſeuen yeartsliad raign'd with great renowne; 


With poyſon ſhe depriu:dhimofhiscrowne. 
; Q_ 
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I to obtaine the ſeatefrom whence'T fel[;-1' 511770 72 98h ery]. 


With ſacred oath I ſolemnely did ſweare { bet 1201199 22 ook | 
To end the worke, which rrbegnlanal, HEEL Þ 
And to ſubdue the! Saxons euery where, 1/1551 390 00H - a } 
The Britainesto my Kingly crowne did reare "WM; 
Me quickly then, Iat thefirſt, by might -- | 
Defaſte my foes in-cuery fray and fight, - 
Then lothſome:Luck did turne het whirling wheele,: F736 \ 
With treaſon truſt intrapt did mebbetray, ' i 7 
Hatefull Miſhap ſhe had mebythe heel, . 7 
And clapt mecloſe in dungeon of decay, Y 
To Henge#t now Imuſta@ranſome' Pay. 7 
And if Tlou'd mylife and1ibertie, ; . 
I nceds muſtgrantallhedothaske « "ih | 
For changed chance of Afars his warres, hath! nade! _— C 
Me of a King a Capraines priſoner, © FIT 2008 y 
To whom there muſt now fowet Shiresbe pa aide; (3613 TGA if 
Northfolke,Southfolk Southſtzxand Kent 1 fey V DN Fi 
Me to releaſe from outmycautofuate; d pits nthob Due ging A 
Which being done, Led my life ae: | 6" 
And fled for feareto Wales withallmyroue; - © 
Wheteas I found a place that pleaſdeme! tmijchz0'1 25:40:10 400 ly 
The ſituation ſeem'd ſopaſſing fltongy; + '!tt! [641 270! wy val Tu 
The world me thought mightnot arinoy it marcde” 17 7%) WK Ar 
A caſtle there I built : it wcre too lon &: Wc 
Heere to repeate, filence ſhalkdono wrong © > ' © © Wy 
To Marlain,hewho wonders there hat wrought! (- | 
Ifancientwritto vsthetruth hath caught, /-Þ i $41 | 
WhenThad built my Princely bower hem iT © «1:1 WW The 
In bloodie fields Imeantnomorertoftrine; bit > 1 + WH 
Bur true report did daſkmy proſent i - 7 7.11417. £2" Wor 
In Totnefle hatenzyobrethcendidarins, .* \ illow: 1-1 Whe 
Which quickly oth oder foreres has ol; 1711500 WThe 


Thebrechrewboch of Conignainettie King,15%! ine WT 
Pocceni they dimen ounlzo ou py.” rſt gotrgeg 023: F 


” « S . h | Fl ” 
" EY [1 © 
# 1: Gortagef; JV". 


Ourpreſent ioyes hereafterzhralles do thier, i... 
And he who now doth flouriſhfreſhand grteene, - \|. 
Muſt fade and fall as Hyemsfroſfts ds fret-:'- -- 


WS. 
From worſe eo worſe, ſeldome js better ſcene; 2), fo. 5 rt 4. uns} RN THF 


Dame Floraes fields, oras thexaine with wet: co: <1); ct 


Indropping daies thepleafantplainsdothdrowne,  - -:/ 1-1 | 


Soruthfull men bereaue'vs of renowne, 


Men may therefore like Marmaids euermotrne, 
The ſhining Sunne who,do ſo much delight, -.;; 
| Thataye they waile like Furies quite forlorne, - 
When So/doth ſhine,when 7irans beamesbebright, 
They feare the ſtormes that may hereafter light, 
They weepe becauſe they muſt the Sunne forgo, 
When ſtormes do fall,they waile their preſent wo,. 


So mortall man with malice all beſted, - - - - 
When good ſucceſſe doth founda bleſſed blaſt, - 
Withbriniſh teares then may they eate their bread. 
For happie daies from mandoth fleeas faſt * - + * 
As powders force from peecedothpelletcaſt, 
And troubles tedious time withpaſelefle tay, 
Once wonne (alas):willneuer walke away, -:+- 


HowlTin maze of trouble heere did toile, 
Judge you which;ſeg me trauiſe in the ſame, - + 
A towk was Cn foley 4 
Not now, for now although'it dothmeſhame,' \-/; 
I will declare, how I was fri d with flame. - 
For Ambroſe he and Uter Pendragon, a 
My caſtle burnt, me ahd my men each one, 


egy | — =_ 
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Then Ambroſe with hig brothers crowne was crown'd, 

Which Ifrom him had reaftagainſtall righe.” 

S0 now you ſee ypon. what ſbpperie-ground 

They ſtand, which do extoll themſclues by might; 

Their wandring feete do-walke as in the night, - 
Their tumb ing eps their guiltie minds dofeare, 

They daily ſeetheblocke ofbale appeare, | 
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Wirth ſcalding Gghes they dothemſetuesconſime,” © 7 

For feare to fall doth yeeld none other fruic,--:*'-©- 17 -- 

They rage with wrath, they daily fret and fame, ' i 

Ruthfull revenge them alwaies hath inſure, 5 1 45 0a 

Andrightintime makesrmight boertimanand mute: 11.x0"] oral 
For that which mightby ſecretineanes hath wrought, 
By tract of time to open ſhewisbrought, - 


Vſurpers then do reape their right reward, 
The foile once felt, they feele how vile andvaine - 
It is, tobe to high CT > COUPE OD DUE! 
By lawlefle meanes :they find wharpinching paine;, 
Amidſt the minds of ſuch men doremaine, 
They alwaiesthrong'd with'cruell thretting rhrall, 
Do fred ypannoneother food burgall././--: © -- -- 


A proofe whereof plat, a paterneplaine, #7: i{-'? 
The ruthfull race I Torrigerhane fun, 
Deſciphers fo, thatman may ſee how vaine 
Acthing it is his former Fate to'ſhun : 
Honor obtain'd (alas)-what have we won > 
A hidious heape of cruellcarking care, - © - 
Which to conſume mans life doth neuer'ſpare, 


GON WASINAMOYVYRED: ON. 
the wife of Gorol4 Duke of Cornewall, whom _ 
befie, andafier racpmiſpneh th Saxons, 
no 10m, FOO. 
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O Beautie braue, thy gladſome glictering gleames,” ts 
With ſmiling cheare and wildiewinkingeyes;'- © - 71 


Doth drowne with dale amid(t the ſurging fireames 
Ofdeepe deſpaire, the wights which bemoſt wiſe, 
Aye me, my wit, my pen cannotdeuife 

Of Beautie braue to make a true diſcourſe, 

To thinke thereof1 feelemy lelfe the wore, 


I Pendragou of Britaine crowned KINg, 

The fretting force of Beauties hatefull hew, 

Thoſe frying flames I felt, that hatefull Ning, 

That wounds ny fame, which now too late Irew, 

Whil'ſt with delight I did thy vanting view, | 
Ilike the Hauke which foares in good eftate, 
Did ſpice a Stale, I toopt, and tooke a Mate. 


Forat what time the Saxons did affaile 

My Britaine ſtate, andtooke each man a ſhare, 

Mykingdome _ euen for their beſt auaile, 

Did then divide : for which with carking care 

Them thence to driue, I did my powreprepare, 
And being come to Cornewall with my band, 
I ment than Duke Gors/xs helping hand, ' 


There in the ChurchlI ſerrofacrifice, 

Thoſe holy yowes, which viRories require : 

Even whil I did with all myheartdeuiſe, ' | 

How to ſubdue my foes with.ſwordand fpeare, 

Euen then there,did thispeerelefſe Pearle appeare, 
Duke Gorol{us wife, whoſe gallant gate and grace, 
Stealing mine heart, my honor diddeface, 


| When Yortiger my brother did opprefle, 


In exile then my youthfull yeares were ſpent, 
Atmyreturne bis fault he did confeſſe he 
And from his crowne the crowne in haſte Iſent. 
Then my delight was in thedierie dent. 
Of wrackful watre; but now'transform'd I ſtand, 
The ancient Oke muſt groy now like'awand, 


"4 


— 


Imaruail'd much how Syre>+ſorigsmightpleaſe,”': if 1G 

But now I muſe that Circes ſorcerie, | hoo art tLinett 0 

Doth not from euery man bereauc/his caſe, 

Calipſoes cups with poiſoned treacherie, 

Cannot ſo much abridge manslibertie, (x4 VE 
As Syrens ſongs, and Crrees ſuttlentty;; oo 
Whoſe chaunting charmes inwraprt with womy heart, | 


{ $ " th. © 
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Vlyſes fayling by the perillous place, 
Where theſe to pleaſe, the paſſers by, did play, If 
Where Lady Lowe doth-vant with gatiſhgrace,': 7 oi al 
Her daintie Darwſels/gallantGirles, andgay; ©! © 17 
Inticing trulles,they cauſfde the Greeketoſay, 

With cables comeandtie me tothis Maſt, 


LeftImy ſelfe ta pleaſures Courtme caſt, 


Muſe not therefore thoughfeature fineof face, - 

Though comely corps, andtrim'inticing cheere, 

Made me obey Sir Cpids mightie Mace : 

The force whereof YViyſſes wile did feare. 

He ſail'd aloofe, he from theſe bankes did beare 
His ſhaking ſhip, butether many moe | ©  :: 
Did there arriue, and weairUthe:web of woe; 


There Salomon did reape the crop of care, 
There Dauidlou'd as I, YVrias wife, 
There Samſon ftrong was fnarledin thefnare, | 
There Pars liu'd, euen there he loft his life; : p | 
There Helens hate, brought Troy herfinall rife, 1! 24 
eMcides he the mightie Hercules © 
There to arriue, did find it: dangerous, 


Tlearn'd with lofſe of my tenownear laft; 1c] 

That he who doth delightin-lawlefleloue, 

Muſt play the foole ere all theparts be paſt, - 

And raſte the ſauceprepar'd for his bchoue. 

Let men take heed how they their fanciesmoue, 

Let man beware where he doth caſthiseie, | { 
The lined bird dothprovicin yainetoflie.-/.©- - 1131s = 


0 


| Ws: ... 70; 
Oter.Pendrapon. . 
O ancient Rome;thoudid Rordaineofyore, ''' 5 > 
That women ICY frequent, 
AtRome ſhe was eſteemi'd aharlot whore; / 
If rom her houſe without her veile ſhe went, 
Which lawes no doubt were-made to good intent, 
For why the beames of beauties ſanguin'd fight, 
Like Ba/ilicke doth ſpoile the gazingwight.- 


Therefore the maids, and Roman matrons all, 
Aſhadowing veile before their face did weare, 
Their heauenly hue did throw.no man to thrall, 
They were content withplaineand decent geare, 
They huft it not with paintedfriſled heate.' 
The married wife, the matron, and the maid, 
They of their yeiles were glad and well apaid. 


If women thus had walked inmy time, - 
I had not ſtoopt vnto thatpainted lure, 
Which did intice me to commit the crime, 
Which to the pearch of leaudneſle ti'd me ſure, 
For her diſport my Ladie could procure 
The wretched wings of this my muting mind, 
Reſtleſſe to ſeeke her emprie fiſt to find, 


Ithus arriu'd in Pleaſures curſed court, 
. lothed e Mars, I —_ CMercnarie, 

t was me thought apaſling pleaſant ſport, 
Leauing the fields at re ny 
Sometime t@fityponamy miſtreſſeknee, 

Where that I might be army'pleaſureplaſte, 
I fentthe Duke away to wartes in hafte, 


You which haue plaid withpleafures banding balles, 


Youknow thelife which lingring louerslead, 
You know how ſweetit jen ſcale the walles 
Ofher good will, who liu'd in feare and dread, 


You know right well how:well thoſe wights haue ſped, 


Who haue atlaſt by drifts of long delay, 
Their hoped meed;and wiſhed pleaſant pray. 
4 Q 4 


Vnconquered 


As . Uter Pendragon. 


Vncohquered beautiewhence had'ſt thouthatpower| 
To make (tout Yer Rtoopeto bisowne ſhame; ':1fft 1517: 
That neuer ſtoopt t5 foes? why for thatflowet» | + 17 
Ofſweete gelight in /pren that faire Dame |, | 
Did 1 forgoe the goldenflower of fame 2 

Victorious beautie and baſe yeelding luſt;:: 

Did caſt great Veers conqueſtsin the duſt; 


Yet no ſuch blame as writers dorecord : 
Do TI deſerue for this vnhappie deed ; 
Proud Gorolre the bright-cheekt [grensLord 
Receiu'd no wrong buthis owne merits-meed, 
When in the field I made his heart to bleed, 
If thoughts of treaſonmerit death and ſhame, 
His trecherous deeds did well deſerne the ſame, 


His graceleſlſe treaſon he in at did ſhow 

For when I ſent him to Nathahod hight | 

In bloodie field againſt the Saxon foe, 

He ſwolne in heart with enuie and deſpight 

Ofhas affociates good did leauethe fight, 
Andleauing ſtout Narhahod fora pray 
Vnto the foes, from field he fledaway. 


By which enforc'd I was with CMHarstoriſe - 
From Yen bed, and arme me for the field, 
Where like a torme in thunder clad from skies 
Vpon my foes I fell, they could not ſhield- ' 
Themſclues from death, few ſcap't that did not yeeld, 
Occa and Of/a both I downe'did bring, |. 
And led them captiuelike aconqueringKing.. 


AgainelI then gan thinke vpon myloue | 
Vpon mine /grendeare, againſt whoſe Lord; - 
I finding cauſe, for that he late did-proue -. 1-4 //] 
Faithlefle ro me, did with myluſtaceord' :/ 
Gainſthim, as 'gainſt my foe todraw my ſword, 

- Whom by his caſtle called Dunilioc, 
1ſlew with blade in battailes bloodie ſtroke, 


Then did T take mine /pgrenas mine owne +: 
And crown'd her Qugene in my,Emperiall chaire, 
On whom great Arthur Ibegort anone, | WP 
Andafter him my Ana hight the faire, 
In ſeeming blifſe Tong liu'd yoid of care, 
For thrice nine yeares with /grex Idid raigne, 
And'gainſt the Saxons did my ſtate maintaine, 
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But for the rape of Goro/us his wife | 

The heauens did powre downe vengeance onmy head, 

Iby vatimely death did end my life, | 

My fad ſoule hence enforc'd by poiſon fled, 

By Saxons wrought, who often wiſh'd me dead, 
Andleft behind for all my deeds of fame . 
Juſt cauſe for writers pens to ſpeake my ſhame, 


Learne they which liue in high or low degree, 
Toflec the foile which Ib ily felt : 
Let them refraine thoſe loftie Dames to ſee, 
They know how loftie lookes with me haue delt, 
Youfee how fight did make my honor melt. 
Letallmen know, mans heartdid neuer rue 
The thing which he with ſight did neuer view... 


Buthow may men the fight of Beautie ſhun 

In England, at this preſent diſmall day? 

All void of veiles (like Layes) where Ladies run 

And romeabour at euery feaſt and play, 

They wandring walke in euery ſtreete and way: 
With eftotning lookes they bounſing braue, 
The higheſtplace in allmens Fehr mult haue, 


With pride they pranke to pleaſe the wandring eye, 
With gariſhgrace they ſmile; they ier, they ielt : 
OEngliſhDames, your lightnefle verily, 
The Curtizans of Rome do much deteſt, 
In cloſers cloſe to liue they countit beſt. 
They give not grace to cuery wandring wight, | 
Your miling cnhectre dothcucry mag dcligl ſi 
fl | 


* . Gadwallader.. .. 


FPocts tac. TONES L 1D 1907 
. peo ghneſle did obayy'©) (3 271 | 
Yurfofhtll didpleadatBeauties bar, 

And Phils caulde Demophion to ſtay: 
Paſs, = a Bull brooght to the bay, 
By Si and diuelg both men and beaſts, they all 


ens wiles are ſlaues to Beauties th 
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What _— is got by light and wanton waies? 

Youreape ceproch,a ouerdon otthereby : 

Menby you meanes do canſc their owne decay, 

And you your ſelues all ſouſt in ſine muſt die. 

Refraine therefore to pleaſe mans gazing eie, 
Let men likewiſe the baited hookes refraine 
Of luring lookes, their vanting vowes be vaine. 


' Thomas Blexer Haſſe. 


HOW CADWALLADER 


THE LAST KING OF THE 


Britaines was expelled by the Saxons, went 
t0-Rome, and there lived ina religi- © 


ons houſe. 


WG Ou mourning Muſes all, where euer you remaine, 
Ger S; Aſſiſt my ſobbing ſoule this drierytaletotell: 

& &@# You furious Furiesfierce of L abs Lake below, 1h 
Helpe to ynlade mybreſt of all the balcie itbeares:':: :/ { 
Andyou who felt thefall fromhonorshigh renowne : | ':.// 
From graues you grizlie ghofts{end forth; to helpe me mourne, 
O Pallas, giue thou place, that mourning Clis may 
On Lute lamenting, ſoundand fing my dotcfull dumps, - 
Letriming meetercd lines and} leaſantniuſike ceaſes '* 

Let Satyres ſolemne ſound fen forth the falt Tele: 

And when the truth of allmy Tragedie is knowne, L | 
Letthem that live then learne, all thi $mufthane anend;' | 
The Perfian Monarch and the'Medes ft downe did fall, | 
That of Aſlyria, in tra&toftime didend:; = 


JS) 


Cadwallader. 
Yea Alexanders force in fight ſubdu'd thembotk, - 

| Andbroughtthe world ſo wideinto one Monarchie, 
What though the fretting force of Fate did him diſmay ? 
He felt atlaſt the foile, his vanting was in vaine,, 

He dead, the world it was diuided as before. - | 

The Roman Emperie argon, downe atlaſt. 

And where is Troy, and Greece, and mightie Macedon? 
They flouriſht fora time like this my little Ile : 

The Soldion brought them downe, and did their ſtates deſtroy : 
Euen fo the Saxons brought the Britaines tothe bay, 

Euen theſe mine eyes did ſee, that hatefull hidious ſight, 

Theſe feeble hands, when long they labour'd had in vaine, 

Did yeeld their intereſt : then thus I did complaine : 

Who can refraine the force of mightie mounting ſeas ? 

When billowes make abreach and beate the bankes adowne, 
Doth not the ſaltiſh ſurge then beat the bankesadowne ? 

Then manmay not withſtand the rigor of their rage. 

But wiſdome would haue keptthe waues within their bounds : 
Counſell doth-come too late, when hope of helpe is paſt. 

Such was my filthie fate, my leaud andlothſome lucke : 
Ifoughta falue to cure and helpe the helpelefle wound. 

For long before my time, ſeuen Kings were ſetled heere, 

The Saxons ſuch as dwelt by Eaft, Szberews rul'd, 

The Angles in the Eaſt, Reawallwrul das King, 

Then Ethelbert was King of all the coaſt of Kent, 

In Southſex Erhelwelfizs wore the regallcrowne : 

Then Quincillinus was a Saxon King by Weſt, 

Of Martiain the mid'R King Perda was the Prince, 

And Edwin in Northumberland did rule and raigne, . 

How did my Grandfire grand renowned Arthur he 

Theſe ſeuen deſtroy with deadly field of wrackfull warre ? 

But Mordred made-the meane, that brought them in againe ; 
Uortiporns with warre almoſt conſum'd | nv} 

Then ww he with peace reftor'dagainetheir fate, 
(ariticas the finne of civill frife did loue;_- + © 

For which Gzrmundxas did the Britiines much annoy, . 
Then Cadwin out of WaleyzKing Echeldred did fpoile, , 
CadralipethendidfoiceKing Pendsto afoile,..;- -* 
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And ICadwallader atlaſt did prefle inplace,”-i-” | 
Then Letharking of Kent in warre that wretch Tflues : 
And Erhtwolnetheking of Southſaxons 1 ſpoilde, 

The other fiue did me inuade with cruel fight, 

With whomin diuers warres, I diuerſly did ſpeed, 
Somtime Bellona blew a bleſſed blaſt for me, 

And changed chance ſoratime did force my men toflee, 
Whilſt chusI wag'd my warres in ſecret filent night, 
The very voice of God, itthus to me did ſpeake : 


Thou ftriu'ſt againſt the ftreame,the tide doth beatethee back, 
Strike thou thy failes,take ancor hold,els muſt thou feele a wrack, 


Which ſaying did indeed amaze me more by much, 
Then all the force that man againſt my will might bend: 
For who the will of God with weapons may refiſt ? 
And when as finne hath ſold a countrey to decay, 

Then praier muſt preuaile, for weapons will not help. 
And when the endis come, when all the glafſe isrunne, 
Who canreſiſt the force of Fate and deſtinies? 

Who things forerun to fall fromfalling can refraine? 

Ir paſſeth mortall mighttobring ſuch things abouc, 

Let man content himſelfe to do whatbeſt he may, 

By trying too'too much, no man his God may tempr, 


But mortall man muſt thinke that God the beſt doth know, 


Who can depreſſe to duſtand raiſe when beſt himpleaſe, 
And asIthus amidſitmy mufings did remaine, 
Ididrefigne my crowne,and deem'd al honours vaine. - 
And though it greeu'd me'much to feele the fall Ifelr, 
Yet wasI well content, I could notas I would: * 

For which Tleft myland, my people, and my place. 

The Saxonsthey obrain'd the wage for which -they war'd, 
When I three yearcs had raign'd, without one day of reſt, 
Euen then inmourning robes atRome Idid arriue, 

And there contemning all the world, and worldly things, 
I made my ſclfe a Monke, (ceaſeMcmory to winh) 

A Monke I made my ſelfe, thou knowelt irpaſſing plaine: 
Amongſt theFriers there, Hed my lingring life, 

And til my dying day I daily did deuiſe, = 

How by my mcanes itmighttoall the world be knowne, 
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That morall flcfh is fraile, and cuery thing muſt fade : 
And cuen amongſt thoſe things which Nature doth create, 
Nothing fo vile as man amongſtthereſt is found, 

Which made Herachtzs with ceaſlefle fighesto waile, 
Heto his dying daydid nothing els but weepe, 
 Afeirming all the world ynder the heauen, to be 

Apath ef rontinnce; maze of miſery, 

Whartis the life of man butcare and daily toile, 

Bearing alwaies aboutaburthen of miſhappes ? 

All his delights repentance daily doth purſue: 

Nothing bur death doth bring him peace and quietreft. 
Yetthar which brings him bliſſe, he moſt of all doth hate, 
Which made Democritzs with mirth to ſpend his daies; 
Helaughing aie, did mocke the madnefle of mankinde, 
Whoſe loue is long toliue, and feareth much to die: 

Death reaues vs from diſcaſe, Death ends the feare of deaths 
When CMidas did demaund Si/erns, what was beſt 

Formortall man to wiſh, the Satyr thus did ſay, 

Not to bee borne, if borne, notlong our liuesto lead, 

For life Imoſt doe lothe, and death I leaſt doe dread, 

And how did:77mon leade with fauage beaſts his life? 

How did that Hermite poote, hislothlome life deteſt? 
Affinning with the wife Awrelizs Emperour, 

Thatiſaman ſhould make a true diſcourſe ofall 

The wretched woes he felt, from birth to dying day, 

The feeble fleſh would faint: to feele ſo ſharpe a fight, 

The hart would quake to heare Dame Fortunes ſharpe aſſaults, 
AndI Cadralleder aking,can makereport, 

That nothing may content the miinde of mortall man :: 

The moremy ſelfe did eate,the hungrieray I was, 

The more I dranke, the more thirſt did me ſtil diftrefle. 
Themore | ſlept, the more Iſluggifh did remaine, 

The more I reſted me, the mare weariedwas, . 

The more of wealth I had, the more did deſire, 

The more I (11 did ſecke, the lefſe layedid finde... 

And to conclude, 1 foun@ 1 neuer could obtaine 

Thething, but in the end itcauſde me to complainer- 

My preſent good ſucceſle, didthreaten thrallto come; 


221 


And 


222 Cadwallader. 
And changing chance did ſtill with forow me' conſume; 
For which my royall robes, my crowne Ilaid afide, 
Meaning to proue by proofe the paines of pouertie, 
Which pouertie I feltall riches to exceede, | © | THR, 
It beareth much more bliſle, then high and _ Rate; : 5:57 
Codrus and Irus poore for wealth did farre ſurpaſſle = 
AMidasand Creſus king,for wealth who did ſurpaſle. 
AndIamongſ{tmy mates the Romiſh Friers, fel 
_More ioy andlefle annoy, then erſtin Britaine braue, 
For there I doubted till, the Saxons ſubtile fleights, 

I feared there the fall from royall regall ſear: 
Buthere at Rome Iliu'd not fearing force of foe, 

I had for mine eſtate, what I could wiſh or craue, | 
AndthisI there did finde : they of the Clergie be, | 
Ofall the menthat liue the leaſt in miſery. 
Forall men liue in care, they carelefſe do remaine, / - 
Like buzzing Drones they eatethe hony of the Bee, { 
They only do excell for fine felicitie : 

The king muſt wage his warres, he hath no quiet day, 

The nobleman muſtrule with care the common-weale, 

The Countreyman muſttoile torill the barren ſoile, 

With care the Merchant man the ſurging ſeas muſt faile, 

With trickling droppes of ſweat the handcrafrs man doth thriug 
With hand cokail as boord the woorkeman eates his bread, 
The ſouldier in the field with paine doth ger hispay, 

The ſeruing man muſt ſerue and crouch with cap and knee, 
The Lawyerhe muſtpleade and trudge from bench to barre, ' 
Who Phyſicke doth profeſle, he isnot void of care': L 
But Churchmen theybebleſt, they turne a leafe or two, 

They ſometime ſing aPſalme, and for the people pray, 

For which they honour haue, and fitin higheſt place, 

What can they wiſh or ſeeke, thatis not hard at hand? 

They labour not atall, they knowno kind ofpaine, 

No danger doth with dread their happy liues diftreſle, 

Ceaſe you therefore to muſewhat maqpeſſe made me leaue 
The Court and courtlypompe of wearing royal crowne, 

No madnefle did that deed; but wiſedome wiſht it ſo; 

I gaind thereby the blifſe which few-before mefelr, ' 
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nine yeares led my life, andneuer feltannoy, 

Andcertainely ifnowImight bee: king againe, - 

Refuſing all that, pompe, I would becomea prieſt, 

A Deacon, ora Deane, Prebend, or Minifter.: | 

For theſe men leade their liues with liuings twoor three : 

Some haue their ſubſtitutes in Vniuerſities, 

Some leade thebraueſt liues that any man may haue, , 
They feede vpon the fleece, they force not ofthe flocke : 

Three houres inthe yeere, with beaſtly boſomde fiuffe 

| They ſpend, and thatis all that law of themrequires, 

| Muſe not though many thruſt agd ſhoulder Rare 

| Forhaypy man is he, who hath a Preachers fees. 

But letme now returne yntomy Romiſhrout, 

Who fed like Bagan far, did gonghtþur play andpray: 

With whom for gine yearts ſpace, when I mylifehadled, 

Iſong my Requieng, and paid the earth her fe ; 

Thenin Saint Peters Church atRome they did me lay, 

Booted and ſpurd,;euen as you ſee me here this day, 

S$onow you haue the. a of all my Tragedie. 

Of Bruts blood the laſt I hy'dthatrul'd as king: 

| MyBritaines driucn to Wales they Welchmen then were cal'd, 
AndIatRome their king,a mumbling Monke inftal'd. 

The Saxons had the day, for which they longed long, 

They England cal dthe Ile, of Brare which rooke hername, 
Some men be borne to blifle, and ſome'to harefull hap: 

Who would haue thought, tha I in warre araging king, 

Should by the force of Fate, at Rome haue dide a Monke? 

Let all the world then know, that nothing is ſo ſure, 

That cani afford and ſay, Ithus wil aye endure, | 
Forthat which ſcemeth beſt, is ſooneſt brought to naught, 
Which plainly doth appeare by that which I haue taught. 

The worthieft in the world;princes,philofophers,. -  - > 
Willteach that Thaue taught, andproue ir paſſingplaine.. - 
Paulss Aemilins did die but-wretchedly: | AS 

And was not Scipio euen to his dying day SITE 
Conftraind,to helpe his need, the painifull plow to ply? 2: 
Ce/ar and Sillaboth,didnoetheytafterhtwhippe? © 
And made not Hanmibel.a miſerable cud 2:1.' - © - 
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And how was Socrates before his time deſtroy'd, 

And Anaxagorear impriſoned long with paine? 

For cruell beaftly coynediuine P/ato was fold, . 

And Ariftotle ſent to exile, where he did: 

And ſo was Selon ſage, and that Lycurgas wiſe, 

And many more, which heereIcould atlarge repeat, 
Butler theſe few ſuffice to teach for certaine truth, 

That all che men that liue, are ſubicRs all ro ruth. 

And ſeeing ſoitis, thenletthem learne the meane, 

Thar if the barke do breake, they ſafe may ſwimme to land, 


Thomas Blener Haſte, 


HOW SIGEBERT 
FOR HIS WICKED LIFE 


wasthruſt from his Throne,and milſerablie 
ſlaine by a Heardſman, Anno 
Dom. 755. 


>< Wopartsin onea Heardſmanheeremuſt play, 
| My tale muſt tendeach Princes life tomend, 


} And thismy talke moſtplainly muſt diſplay, | ' 
FF How fara ſubict may himſelfe defend _— - 
Againſthis Liege, his Soucraigne Lordand King, ! 
If his default his Commonweale doth bring p 
To miſerie : therefore a little while 
Attend, and know the tenour of my ſlile, 
Aſubic&tI of baſe and low degree, D 
This headleſſe corps of life I did depriue, F, 
(King Swebert it was) with crucltie. [7 
Whoſe luſt was law, whil the was heere aliue, ” 
To feele my force it was hisdeſtinie : 0 
Then crueltiel wracke with crueltie, 0 


And to reuengethe wrong thatearſt he wrought, 
With loſle of life hislawlefſe luſt he bought, 


ſhi 
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King Sipebert. 
This Sigebert the Saxonsrulde by Weſt, 
Theirancient lawesheat his lift did change, 

For which his Commons did him much deteft, 
The Duke of Cornwall would notlet himrange 
Thus at his will, but wiſhthim like a friend, 
To mend his faults, or els his life to end. 
Then he in rage this Duke my maſters life, 
His cruel hands bereau'd with bloodie knife, 


Alawleſſe life to lawleſſe death doth hale, 

When witlefſe will, wil paſſe the power of may : 

Thenill miſhap doth drowne in dolours dale 

The peruerſe Prince, whoſe wit doth beare the ſway. 

Iuſt Abels blood to God for vengeance cald, 

For blood with blood the Bloodſheader is thrald, 
And him whom here before you I preſent, 


For ſheading blood, my blade his life hath hent. 


As hethree yeares his people did opprefle, 

Then they whoſe backe that burden could not beare, 
With one conſentthey did his ſtate diſftrefle, 
Toreaue him ofhis Crowne they did not feare, 

They him depoſde from honour and renowne ; 

His Larefall hap ſo frowardly did frowne, 

That he who had a kingdome but of late, 

Forlorne he now muſt beg from gate to gate, 


Donothing muſe athis deſerugd hap, 
For many more as he their lives haue led: | 
Tones ven geanceiuſt ſuch wretches doth inwrap 


With change moſt firange, when he their blood will ſhed. 


Of Dionyſe of Syracuſia, 
Of Neroes death, of Phalaris decay, 
Who liſt to reade, he paſling plaine fhall finde, 
That he of heauen their ſorrow hathafſignde, 
R 


22.6 (1p Oipebert. 
And out of doubt God did ordaine the fall 

Of him, whom here I headleſſc haue in hand, 
Who wandring in a wood amid(t his thrall 

I met by chance, of whom Idid demand 

His name, and place: who thus replide with feare? 
Ofriend, Tam for meate now ſtaruen welneare, 
Giue me therfore I thee beſeech and pray 
Some meate, tokeepe my carcaſe from decay. 


Some Pilgrim poore, or waifaring man him Rtraight. 
Tiudg'd, and gaue him what my | Jroms would yeeld; 
And whilſt we both thus on a banke did baite, 
From ſighes and ſobbes himſelfe he could not wield, 
Which made me aske againe his name and place, 

But filent he did mourne with frowning face; 

Yet atthe laſtby vrging to and fro, 

He thus declar d the cauſe of all his woe. 
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O miſerI, more wretch then thee. by much, . 
I neuer could compare with thine eſtate, 
This heard of Swine againſt thee neuer grutch; 
T kept a heard, which did their Heardſinan hate, 
A hateful heard of murmuring men Imeanc, 
Which did depriue me of mine honour cleane, 
AndnowlIleademy lothſome life you ſee, 
Impal'd amidſt a maze of miſery. 


} 
With changed chance (aye me) I chaſed am, 
And frowning Fate ſuch ſorrow hath aſſignd, ! 
That lothing life, moſt like a quiet Lambe, | M - 
My naked necke toblocke of bale bind. , Yi 
With cruell knife (O care) come ſhread my twiſt, _—_ 
So ſhall my ſoule by corps decay bebliſt, ry n 
But fith that Care nor Fate wil doe this deed, hn \ 
Doe thou the ſameItheebeſcech, with ſpeed. uy = 


—- 
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| Iflothſomelife (of this my corps the king) 


King Syebert. 


Firſthatcfullhope with flattering face did fawne, 
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With dread when deepedeſpaier would me haue drownd, 


Then changed chance did checke me with the pawne 
Ofwofull want, when good ſucceſſe did-ſound 
Ableſſedblaſt :and now (totell the truth) 
Thaue the mate, by raging Rooke of truth, 
LothusTIlive, which daily wiſh to dic-: 
Andlife (alas) doth make my miſcrie. 


” 


'Dothmoue one way, the Biſhop bids me backe : 
If tothat point, the Queene me backe doth bring, 
Onthother fide, the Knight'doth work my wracke, 
Theother points with Pawnes beall poſlett, 
And here the Rookeof ruth doth reaue my reſt, 
Andbecing broughtinto this ſtrange eſtate, 
Ido confeſle my elfe to hauea mate, - 


Sith ſorow ſo hath ſeaſde ypon my bones, 

Thatnow too late I do lament my loſle, 

And ith no meanes may turne ny gaſtfull grones 

Toioyfull glie, fith trouble ill doth tofle 

Meto and fro, inwaltring waues of woe : 

Deathis my friend, and life I countmy foe : | 
Which death though once my feeble fleſh did feare, 
Yet nowl faine wouldfeele his murdring ſpeare. 


Ingurging gulfe of theſe ſuch ſurging ſeas, 
My poorer ſoule who drownd doth death requeſt, 
I wretched wight haue ſoughtmineowne dilcale, 
y mine owne meanes my [tate it was diſtreft, 

For whilſt I meant to make my luſtalaw, 
Iufticeme from my high eſtate did draw. 

SothatI find, and feele itnow with paine, 

All worldly powpe, al honouris but yairic, 
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Which honour T to fiery flames compare, 112-16 th 

For when they flaſh and flouriſh moſt of all, | r - 

Then ſuddainely their flamings quenched are, 

For proofe whereof,to minde nov let ys call 

eAntigon, and Prolemens Great, 

Ceſar,and Mithridate,we may repeat, 

With Darius, and great Antiochus, 
Cambiſes eke, and conquering Pyrrhs, 


And TIthelaſtmight firſt haue had my place, 
They all as I with flaming fierie ſhow 
Were quenched quite : Dame Foxzune did deface, 
Yea hatefull hap,cuen then did ouerthrgw 
Vs moſt, when moſt we had our hearts defire : 
When moſt we flouriſht like the flames office, 
Euen then the ſeas of forow did'preuaile, 
And made ys weare a blacke lamenting faile, 
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And heere before my death, Iwill repeate 
To thee the thing which? of late did dreame, 
That thou andall the world may ſee, how great 
A care it is to rule aroyall realme, 
My dreame ſhal ſhew, that blifſe doth not conſiſt 
In wealth nor want : but he alone isbleſt, 

Who is content with his aſſigned fate, 

And neuex ſtriues to clime to higher ſtate, 


When ſeemely Shad reſt his glittering gleames, © 
And night the earth did with her darkenefſe yaile,'  .* 
Dame Cirhiathen with her bright burniſhtbeames, © 
The ſhadowed ſhades of darkeneſſe did affaile, 
Then Sommnus cauſ'd my ſenſes all to quaile, 

On carefull couch theh being laid toreft;. © 

With doubrfull dreames Ifſtrangely was diftreſt, 
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Where pouertic next beggers doore did creepe glen2ft us 


And w rcekwereſopalling ſmall, 
That all men deem'd that man forethrong'd'with thrall, 

Whichtheredid dwell, cuen there frombondage free, 

Iview da manall yoid of milcrie. | 


And whil'ſt I muſde how he in bliue of blifſe 

Could lead his life,amid'ſtthat caue of care, 

From Princely Court proceededere I wift, 

Aman,with whom there might noman compare. 

His wealth, his wit, his courage were ſorare, 
That nonebefore nor ſince were like to him: 
Yethe me thqught iawaues of woe din ſwim, 


This man had all that.men could wiſh or craue 
For happie ſtate, yet noughthe had in deed: 
Theother, he had nought thatmen would haue, 
Yet had he all, belceue itas thy Creed, 
This faying of that happie manlT reade, 
That hauing nought, yer all things ſol haue, 
That hauing nought,T nothing more do craue, 


The King me thoughe withall his Courtly traine, 
Paſt tothe place where pouertic did dwell, 
With frowning face and with a troubled braine, 
With woe and want, his vexed veines did ſwell, 
With mirth and ioy the poore man did excell. 
And being comento his houſe ymade 
Ofone poore hogſhead, thus to him heſfaid: 


Diogenes, thoulead'Nit alothſome life, 

Methinke thou might (much better ſpend thy time 

Wichin my Court, both thou and cke thy wife : 

Thouby that meanes to high eſtate mailtclime : 

Thaue the wealth, andthowart yoid of crime, 
Andloe, before thy face Iheercam/preſt 
To giuethce that, whichthou —__ nowrequelt, 

7 | 3 


Stand 


230" King Sipebert. 


Stand backe (Sir King) thy vaunting vowesbeyaine, - 
Inothing recke thy promiſe, goods, nor land, 1 7/7 
And Titans ately fireames would me fuſtaine:: +515 1517 7? 
With heate, if thou from thismy doorewouldfifiand= :  - |; 
Thou takft away much more-thenthy commaund | 

Can giueagaine : thy giftsſo vile I deeme, 

That none = fooles ſuch follies do efteeme, 


- m__ _ cd ——_— —_— 


With conqueſt thou haſt wone theworld' ſo wide, 
And yer thou canſt not winthy-wandring wits - 
Thou wouldeſt win an other worl& befide : 
Burt tuſh, that fat doth farre ſurpaſſethy kill, 
Thou neuer-wilt of Conqueſt haue thy fill, 
Til death with daunting darthath conquer'd thee, 
Then muſt thouleaue behind, thy Monarchie, 


With great aſſaults my ſelfe I haue ſubdude, 
In all reſpects, I haue ty hearts defire, 
With a contented mindeIam endude, 
To higher ſtate Incuer wil afpire, 
Morelike a Prince then any poore Eſquire; 
ITeade my life : and fith my ate is ſuch, 
Aske thou of me, for1 can giue thee much, 
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All daſht with dread mee thought in fuming heate- 
Heſaid, departing thencein haſt with ſpeede, 
IfI were not A/exazder the Great, 
I would become Dioperes indeed, 
Wholeades his life all yoid of wofull dread. 

He hath the wealth which-I cannot obtaine, 
I have the wealth which wiſe men dodiſgaine. - 


Iliuein feare, Ilanguiſhallinidread; 
Wealth is copeiagtits cauſer &f my care, 3! | 
With feare of death Lam ſoillbeſtead, ' FM 
That refilefſe Imuchilikethe hunted Hare, " L 
Or as the canuiſt Kijteyidoth: feare the ſhares ol 1 1 
Ten hundred cares hanebroughtmeto thebaie, 5 
| Ten thouſahdinares forthismylife- mien fac; © >! * ws 
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Kins Swebert.” 
When Philip he of Macedonthe King, © 
OneRealmeme left, I could not be content, 
Defier prickt mee roanotherthing, / .* 

To win the world it was my whole intent, 

Which done, an other world to win I ment. 

 WhenleaſtThad, then moſt IT had of bleſle, 
Now, all the world, andall ynquietnefle. 


No woe to want of contentation; 
Nawealth to want of riches and renowne, 
For this is ſeene 1n every nation, 

The higheſt trees be ſooneſt blowen dowhe: 
Tenkingsdodie before oneclubbiſh Clowne, 
Diogenes in quiet Tunne dothreſt, 
When C2ſar is with carking care diſtreſt, 


Wherewith me thought he was departed quite, 

| And Morpheus that (hug iſhGod offlcepe, 

Didleauemy limmes, wherewithT ffood vpright, 

Deuifing long what profit I could reape 

Of this my dreame, whichphanly did expreſſe 

Thatneither wantnor wealth doth make mans bleſſe; 
Who hath the- mean&with'a'cotitented minde, 
Moſt perfebliſſe. his God hath him afſignde, 


ButT, wholiu'da crownedKing of late, +: 
Andnow am forc'd of thee tobeg.my bread, '-. -. 
Icannot be conteng withthis eftate,. > «+ - 
Tlothe to live, I would Iwretchwetedead: 
Fe wn ſhe doth feege me with decay, - 

he | 


patience is fled and-flowne aways. -:. h 
Doe thou therefare:Q Heardſinan play G_ong 


Take thou thishlaile; dndthruft itrtomy hart. 
f) | : | Þ 4. 
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OSir, Taid, the gods defendthur IL 
Should caufeleſſe kill aman in miſerie,, 
Tell me thy name and place, then by and by 
I will prouide for thine aduerfitie.. 
Then = repli'd, my name.is Sigebert, : 
Jam the man which wrought thy maſters ſmart : 
Irul'd of late this Realme evenatmy liſt, 
Take thou reuenge with tha thy friendly fiſt. 


And well content: I'willreuenge with ſpeed 

The death of him whom'cauſeleſſe thou did't kill, 

King Sigebert, and art thou he indeed? 

Sith he thouart, diſpatch and make thy will; 

For to my Lord this day I will preſent 

Thy head : therefore thy former faultsrepent, 
Thou ſceſt the blocke on which'thy lifemuſt end, 
Call thoufor grace that God may mercic ſend. 


Wherewith he kneeling by.the blocke of bale, . 
Diſpatch (quoth he) and do that friendly deed; 
O welcome death, and farewell Fortune fraile, 
Diſpatch good friend,diſpatch my life with ſpeed. . 
Wherewith, onblocke he ftretchthis neck: outright, 
And faid no more, but praying me to fmite, ,_ _, -. 
I gaue the ſtroke which oe Mt his care,, 
Abloodic ſtroke; which did my death prepare. 


For I who hopte to haue ſome greatreward' 

For killing of my Mafters fathersfoes 

Was hanged Rtraight, my cauſe was neuer heard, 

Such was my chance and well deſerued woe, 

For when my Lord had heard me tell thetale, 

How I his Kiog and mine did there aſſaile,:: ' - 
His frowning face didput mein great feare;'- 
He figh'd and ſob'd, and.laidas youſball heare. . 


OCaitiffe vile, OImpe of Satans ſeed, | 

And haſt thou kill'd qur Soueraigne Lord and King? 

His due defert deſerueth death indeed, 

Yet whatmade thee to doſovileathing ? 

What though —_—_ father cauſclefle kill? 

Whatthough he rul'd the Realme with lawleſle will? 
Shall we therefore, with cruell bloodie koife, 
Depriue our Lord and King of vitall life? 


O wicked deed, may ſubicQs falſe ſurmite, 

With murthering minds their Gouernour refiſt? 

That may not be : for Tl wondrous wiſe, 

Plato, in whom true knowledge doth confift, 

They both agreed that no man ought to kill 

A Tyrant, though he hath himat his will.. 
Yet thou(thou wretch)thisbloody deed haſtdone, 
Thelike was neuer ſcene ynder the Sun. 


When God will plague the people for their fin, 

Them then to ſcourge he doth a Tyrant ſend: 

We ſhould therefore that ſubieQs be, begin 

With earneſt mind onr former faults Camend 2 

Which if we do, it isto great availe, 

Mans force is fond, fighting cannot preuaile, 
And he who doth reſiſt the Magiſtrate, 
Refiſteth God, repenting all coolate. . 


If ſubie&s be by peruerſc Prince oppreſt, * 

They then muſt pray that God the change may make: 

Which God no doubtrebellion doth deteſt, 

No ſubie& may his ſwordorarmourtake | 

Apainſt his Prince, whom God hath placed there. 

Yethath this wretchall yoid of ſubieQts feare, . | 
Deſtroy'd a King whom God did thruſt from throne; 
Alas poore King, thy death Idobemone. _—_ 

ut - 


234 mg ipengre. 
But he who hath thy lingring life deſtroi'd, 7 © 7 1457 
Shall be deflroi'd; and find it paſfingplaine, | 
That no man may aPrinces life annoy. 
Although the Prince defiers tobeſlaine,: :: - + - 
Yer ſubieQs muſt from ſheading blood refraine. 
' From which,ſeeing that this wretchcould hotabftaine,. - 
Let him be hang d asIbefore decreed, 7 
A iuſt reward for his ſo vile a deed, 


Then I forthwith to end my life was led, | 
I hopte to haue preferment for my deed, 

I was prefer'd,and hang'd all aue the head : 

Did cuer man thelike example read ? 

Not one thinke : therefore good Memorie, 

In regiſter inrole thou this for me, - | 

That they who liue and reade the fall I felt, 
May find how fate moſt ſtrangely with me delt, 


a1 eS 3% 2 ﬀRWmwai 


Yetmy deſert no doubt did death deſerue, 
Though hatred did notmake me kill my King, 
Yerlucre leaud did force my feete to ſwerue, - 
Thar hatefull hap, me to this bale did bring, 
Let them then learne that heedlefſe liue by hope, 
Her hatefull heſts will bring them to the rope: 
And happie he, who yoid of hope can lead 
A quietlife, all yoid of Fortunes dread. 


b— -* 5 


Perillus he who made the Bull of braſle, 

Like himI hopte to haue fome greatreward, D 

But he in brafenbellybroyled was, * 

And to a skarfe of hemp I wasprefer'd,  * Lg At 

So they that meane by others harmes to rife, WA Te 

Their dying day ſhall end with dolefull cries; om ns So 
And heereIend, approving that moſttrue, Sr Th 
From wicked workesno goodnefſt canenſue, | 


Thomas Blener Haſſt, 


4 


ſe, 


HOW LADIE 

EBBE DID-'FLE&A 

HER NOSE AND VPPER - 

lippe away, to faue her Virginitte, 
Armno Dom, 870. 


O nothing muſeat my deformed face, 

For Nature itin perfetmould did make : 

And whenyour wits haue weighed wellthe'raſe, 

You will commend me much for vertues fake, 

_ With theſe my hands which from my face did take 
Mine ouer-lippe,and cke my ſeemely noſe, ITE! 

So to auoid the rage ofall my foes, 


For Ibybirth a Princes daughter borne, 

An Abbieſlſe by my profeſſion, 

Of which eſtate I neuer thought it ſcorne, 

Itgreatly did delight me tobe oue, 

Which might erect diujne __ | 
Ar CollingamI tooke this charge in hand,” . 
And fiftie more of chaſte Dianaes band. 


All Ladies borne by birth of high degree, 
Which there did yow with metheirliues to leade, -. 
And to auoid carnallfragilitic, 
Weall did yow as youright well may reade, . 
With fingle lives to liue in feare and dread 
Of God our Lord, foto refraine the vice 


Offleſkly luſt, which doth to finne incice. - 


Then did the Danes the Saxon Rate inuade, , 
Andthey who did the Britaine ſtate deſtroy, 
Toue for grace were glad and well apaid, 
So ſtrangely did the Danes vs: thenannoy, | 
That Saxons like themen of broyling Troy: 0302004655 
Amaz'd, they gaz'd, not kgewitigwhatwasbeft,i.. : :ioT 
Softraitly were the Saxons then difteft,; - 11; 5: 7 1 RN 
; E 


ip? 
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Theſe dreadfull Danes they had no feare of God, 
Butfauage, they did make their luſta law, 
Whom God did fend for aretienging rod, 
To make vs Saxons liue in feare and awe 
Ofhim, who did from ſeruile bondage drayy 

Vs out, and made vs live atlibertie, 

When as we ſeru'd with cruell flauerie. 


Rs > 


Not much vnlike the murmuring Ifraelites, 
Sometime we ſeru'd our Lord with feare and dread, 
In trouble we imploi'dour whole deltghes, 
Tofaſtanupray: but when we quiet were, 
Wereſileſle led our lives, all void of care, 
Forgetting him who didin cachdifireſſe, 
With helping hand vs blefſe with good ſuccefle, 


Sec heere the fruit of health and good ſucceſle, 
It maketh man both proud and inſolent : 
In health we hate the God.who hath vsbleft, * 
Trouble doth make ys mortall men repent 
. Our former faults : in ſickneſle- we bebent 
To faſtand pray, andin aduerfitie, 
To pray to God, is mansfelicitic. 


And for this fault abuſing this ourbleſle, 
The Danes with ruth our Realme did ouerrunne, 
Their wrath inwrapt vsallin wretchednefle, 
There was no fin from which thoſe men did ſhunne, 
By them the Commonweale was quite vndone, 
They did deſtroy the ſtate of every towne, 
They Churches burnt, they pluckt the Abbies downe, 


Yet not content, vsNunnes they didannoy, 

Ocruell deed, ourbelts they di&ynbind, 

With rapine =_ did rauiſhand deſtroy, 

Deflowring all that euer they could find. 

I ſeeing then what ſorrow was afſign'd 
Tome and mine, my vowed virgins I 


Did call, then thus I ſpake with weeping eye, 
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Alasalas my louing Ladiesall,,  - -. 


Theſe hard miſhaps do preſſe vs to0.t00. Nee _— 

What ſhall we do, how may we ſeape the thrall, 

Which hath deftroyd the Nunries euery where? 

Alas, my feeble fleſh doth quake for featt;, _ - _ 
Alas, how ſhall we ſcape their cruelties, :. ©; 
Which thus be plaſte amid(t extremities?. ._ _ ... 


- 3; 
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For if we do their hatefull heſts denie, 
Then dreadfull death ſhall preſentlie inſue : 
Andifwe grant vnte:their villanie, , ... , . 
| Ourfinfull ſoules inhell 6444p a ſhall rue, 
Beleeueme then my Ladies, thisis true, ;, _ 
Much better 'twere for vs to die with fame, 
Then long to liue,with cuerlaſting ſhame. 


Andfor becauſe the faces forme doth moue 

With beauties beames and comely countenance, 

The minde of man to luſt and lawlefſe loue; 

Thaue deuiſ'd, my honour to aduance, _ _ 

With face deform'd to try my hard miſchance : 
For theſe my hands from this my face ſhall rip 
Euen with this knife, my noſe and ouerlip. 


ns which will flie reprochfull infamie, 

Todo the like will them beſeeme the beſt, 

You ſhall preſerue your yow'd virginitie 

Thereby, and liue perhaps with quiet reſt. 

'My daughters deare, giue eare ynto my heſt. 
Wherewith, with Raſors ſharp I firſt, then they, 
Each one hernoſe, andlip did flea away. 


Whilſt thus weliu'd deform'd to outward ſhow, 
Yer veſſels garniſht gay before Gods fight, 

The Danes did vs inuade, who ſtraight did know 
Our feate, them to defeate of their delight : 

For which they wrackt on vs their wicked ſpight, 
With fiery flames they burnt ur Nunnerie, | 
And ys therein: O wretehed crueltie! | 


228 King Epelred. 
The eare of man thelike hath neverheard; ©. 
No penne, nor tohgue the like hath everrold, *' 
7 an man ahartthat was ſo hard, 
That with his yron breſt durſt be fo bold, 
Todothelike againſt the Femine kind?” 

Not one in faith thateuer Tcould heare, ' 

But theſe all yoid of metcy, foue;, and feare, 


Thus we content to leaue this preſent life, 
In hope to haue hereafters better bleſle, 
Werebrent andbroild, and fo did ſtint the rife *' 
Which might haue made vs liue in wretchedneflet 
We gainde therby a heauenly happineſle. 

Which happineſſe they doubtlefſethall obraine, 

Which do from finne and wickedneſſe abſtaine, 

Thomas Blever Haſtt 


HOW KING EGELRED 
FOR HIS WICK EDNESSE WAS 


diuerſly diſtreſſed by the Danes,and laſtly died 
for ſorrow, Anno Dom. Io16. | 


EHe minde and not the Man doth make or marre, 
7 4 Sf For as the ſtearne doth guide the Argocy : 
DES So by their mindes all men they enitedae, 
From out the mind proceedeth fantaſic, | 
All outward a&s, vertue or yanitie,' - | 
Not from the man, but from the minde proceede+ 


The mind doth make the man to do each deed. 


For Phalars; with beaſtly bloudy mind, 

And Nero did inmurther much delight, 

To mercy Antonin was inclin'd, 

Midas for gold extended all his might. 

For worldly pompe how did Pompeins fight ? 
The mounting minde of Alexander, made 
Him win the world, his fame can neuer fade, 


J |} 


| How did the minde moue Calierarides, 1.7) 171... 
Xerxes, Cyrms, and Argantonim? tr, 1. 


Philip of Maceaon, Tl mes, 

eAiax, laſon, and Aurelianm, . . ... 

eAchilles, and the old king Priamus,  " ., 
Heftor, and Hercules,with falſe Sino, ,. - . 
Theirminds did make them weaue the 


The twig doth bend as Boreas blaſts doe blow, : 
Soman Toth walke euenashis mind doth moue 2: 


Then happic he who hath amindro know 
Such things as be ICE, for his MIPPN 


Doth make aman cuen Ceſar toſurpaſſe 


For noble deeds, who Prince of prowefle was, 
But he who hath his mind. to miſchiefe bent, . ... 


All bis delight from vertue.doth:decline, 

Like me too late he ſhall his faults repent, 

His finfull foule ſhall feele the fall in fine - 

ThatThaue felt : which makes me to repine- 
Againſtmy mind : for Nature did her parts 
My mind enclin'd to ill, did ſpoile my hart. 


What though I were of comely poonagy ? 

Jointly my joints were iojn'd with perfeR ſhape, 

Adornedeke with ſo ſweeta viſage,, _ 

That never yet from Natures hands did cape: 

Aworke ymade of ſuch a perfe& ſhape: _ 
But what of that? theſe gifts for want of grace;. 
Deformed quite the feature of my face. 


For why, my mind to ruthfull ruine bent, 

Tdiddelight inlothſomelecherie : 

Ineuer did my odious deeds repent,, 

In drunkenneſſe,in-extreme crueltie, 

Idid delight in all impietie. 
As for delight inprincel exerciſe, 
The feates of arntes 1 aid 


d them moftdeſpiſe.. 


Nodoubt the mind which yertuousadt doth loue,. 
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24.0 King Egelred: 
By meanes whereof my ſubicAs Uſfirie hate,” 521197 ©1171 5 1997 
And forraine foes, to burne my Realrne were bolts 0 ao 
With warre the Danes did alter ſtraight the fate, a 
Firſt Fortune did ny common-weale ynfold, -- 
Then peſtilence did make my courage.cold: 

And laſt of all, my, foes the dreadfulf Danes ''.* © 

Did make tne pay them tribute for their paines;* 


Euen now the Realme of England did decay : 

For when the Danes their tribute had 45 comelny 
Forthwith they made vs preater ſinumies tc lied Fandog:. 
From ten to fifteene ghouland they prefinn'd *'/ 2 C1 

' Of pounds to make'y$pay : ſoIredeem'd OV 
With money bags my carefull common-wealth, , | 
The onely meanes referued for my health.” - ? 


When thus the want of courage on mypart 


Had giuen my foes ſo ſure afooting here, ' I 
And when diſeaſe with her deſtroying dart þ 
Had wipte away my ſubicAts euery lobe : L 
Euen then too late my wiſemen did appeere, T 
Whom heretoforeTalwayes did deteſt A 
Their counſaile grave, at faſt they thus expreft. 
O Egelred the fruite of featefulneſſe, 
Ofriot thou the right reward doſt reape: .. 7; 
Bur if thou wilt auoid this wretchedvefle,” .. x 
Be wiſe, and looke about before youleape.' 4 Hl, 
Ofhatefull haps you ſeea hideous heape *' Th 
Before your face, therefore in timie giue cate, 
And wiſely waigh the words which thouſhalt heate, = 
| 
That noble Duke Richardof Normandy, | m_ 8: 
A Siſter hath, whom thee we wiſh to wed, The 
By meanes whereof from this captiuity I Fins 
We may be brought, and that without bloodſhed. No\ 
For why theſe Danes theſe Normans fo do dread, | F 
That if from thence an ayd we can procure, _ 1 H 


Thy foes no doubt can neuer long indute, ' 


» 


King Egelred. 


The mayd ſhe may aPrinces fanciepleaſe, 
Herbrother isa man of great renowne : ' 
This way O King may make thy ſubicQs eaſe, 
Itmay reſtorethe freedome of thy Crowne : 
This onely way willbring thy fomen downe. 

Ifthou thy Crowne and common-weale doſt loue, 

Do thou the thing ſo much for thy behoue. 


So by their meanes Imaried the maid, 
She Emma hight, the floure of Normandie, 
OfwhomT was ſo glad and well apaid, 
Thatall the world with my profperitie 
Could not compare :and in that iollitie 
Idid deuiſe by traines of ſecret treaſon, 
Bbring the Danes to death,ina good ſeaſon, 


Ididafeaſt through all my Realmeproclame, 
At which both Danes and Engliſhmen did meete, 
Then ſecretly my friends and I did frame, 
That Engliſhmen the Danes ſhould friendly greete, 
Andatthe fea(t that they ſhould do their feate. 
And that they _ the better worke their will, 
They thus were plaſt according ynto kill. 


Two before one, and three before fine, | 

Here two, and there two, and fouretben beling : 
Here one, and there one, and three at a caſt, 
Then one, and twice two, and one at the laſt... 


They mingled thus, the watchword wiſely giuen, 
AndEngliſhmen with weapons well beſicad, C 
The Danes amid; their cups.were ſhayen and ſhriuen: 
Five hundred thouſand in ove day were dead. 
Now note the end of blood fo beaftly ſhead: 
For Swane the king of Denmarke did arriue, 
He for reuen ge Th me to Richard driue, 
$ Marke 


24.2 King Epelred, 
Marke here how lawleſſe polices prevaile, 
Their good ſucceſle do promiſe preſent paine. 
What ? May mans vainedeuices ought auaile? 
Diſhoneft deeds no honour can obraine, 
Almurthering Maſſacres be vile and yaine,. » 
Such ſurtle-{lights haueneuer good ſucceſle; 
The proofe whereof with paine I here cxprefle: 


For Swane with ſword and fire did here deftroy, 
Both man and beaſt, and euery earthly thing, 
He gid that noble London much annoy, - -- -* 


,) 


on the Realme and was the Engliſh king; uy 
When tract of time himto hisbearedid bring, '. 
{anutus then his ſonne did him ſucceed, / 


Whom to diſplace I did diſpatch with ſpeed. . 


My brother Richard Duke ofNormandy, 

Of Normans gaue tome agoodly band, 

By help of whom Cana forlt toflee, 

] got againe the kingdome of England, 

But out (alas) what thing may firmely ſtand, 
Whoſe vnder-prop.isof fo little might? 


That want of {trength doth let things drop downri he; : | 


Canutus did from Denmarkenowreturne, | 
The wrathfull wight appointed paſſing firong, 
My ſubie&sſlue, my Cities he did burne;- 
Which when Theard I liu'd not very long, 
My fainting heart wasthronged with'a tirdng 
Of cares, which broke it in-my fearfull breſt, 
And ſoat laftdeath broughtmy bones to reſt; 


Twicetenne and eightI ranne my ruthfull race, 

And then in Paulsmy curſed corps was laid; 

Canutu did my common-weale deface, ' 

The Danes were kings, mykingdome was decaid; 

This world is fraile, and every thing muſt fade, 
Burt al waies that which wanteth gouernment, 
Thar fuſt doth feele the force of dangers dent, 

Thomas Blener Haſſet - 
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| _—_ 
HOW EDRICVS EARLE 
' OF MERCIA, DESTROYED THE 


VALIANT KING EDMVND IRON. ' 
fide, in hope of aduancement, and how he was 


rewarded, cAnno-Dom. 1018. 


KIF72 Ou helliſh hags of Linbo Lake below, 
© ke. Which daily de my curſed corps torment, ; 
5 2 Come forth, come forth, come forth, (I ay)and ſhily 
How Ton earth my diſmall dates haue ſpent. - 
And wil you not you wretched: wights-afſent 

To helpe me here to tell that dricrie tale, 

Which may amongſ{tmen liuing much preuaile? 


| Ocurſed ghoſt condemn'd toendlefle thrall, 
Sith they refuſe toaid thee in this need, 
Do.thou declare and tel the truth afall, 
That men aliue my wretched works may read, 
And fee the fruite of ſuttle Satans ſeed, 
Auoiding vice, and fancies fond delight, 
Note well iy tale, the truth Lſhall recite. 


When Etheldred had giuen Canatw place, 
Edmund his ſonge ſurnamed /ronſide, .. 
Deuifing how he might his foe deface, 
By wrath of warrethe cauſe theydid decide: _ 
Andin the end theRealme they did diuide. 
Edmund had halfe,, Canwriw-hadthereſt, 
Then they with peace and quietnefle were bleft, 


blind beleefe, Q hope ofhigher hope, 
hy did you moue my minde to ne, 

Howlin woe king Edmwrdmightinwrap, 

And how Imight deprefle my kingseftate? 

Thou blind beleefe, thou breeder of debate, 
I Yor grace did letthee mouc my mind, 

: 'Cauſelefſe to kila courteous king, and kinde, = 
S2 6 


24.4. Earle Edricus. 


He being kild, I to Carnrss went, *Þ.-1 

To whom I fayd, See here a faithfull friend, 

I for thy loue with bloody blade haue hent, 

And brought my King to his yntimelyend: 

Thou by that meanes ſhaltrule thy realme with reſt, 
My friendly fiſt with apps good ſucceſle, 


Hath thee inricht wirh bliſſe and happineſle, 


wu 


Haſt thou (quoth he) deſtroy'd thy foueraigne King? 
Thou faithleſſe fawning friend,for loue of me? 
Thou verlet vile, and could tthou doe the thing 
The which might moreabridge my libertie ? 
O heinous act ! O bloodie crueltie ! 
Bur fith that loue did moue thee doe that deede, 
Thou for thy paines ſhalt bepreferd with ſpeede. 


Wherewith in haſte he to the hangman faid, 

Let this mans head the higheſtplace obtaine 

On London walles : wherewith Incuer taid, 

But on a block my neck was cutin twaine, 

In all mens ſight,my head did long remaine, 
See here what wit the grape ang doth yeeld, 
See on what ſand ſuch bukie braines do build. 


O hatefull thing that fancies fond delight, 
The ſenſe of mortall man ſhould ſenſelefle make : 
When vices vaunts with vertues deeds dare fight, 
Then doth the ſoule the happie heauensforſake : 
Then man makes haſte ro Puroes lothſome lake. 
Why ſhould manlouethatfugred ſower ſweet, 
Which wiſedomsloretolothe hath thought moſt meet? 


Thomas Blener Haſit. 
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TI "0 
HOW KING HAROLD RAIG- 
NING BVT NINE MONETHS, 
hadcontinuall warre with the Danes, with the 
Norway King, with his brother Tos Trvs, 
and was at left ſlaime in batrell by Williararhe > - | 


» 


Conquerer; An.Dot#.togy.' OO 


FS Ould he hauewarre, and we to warre proclame? 
\WN2/S) O Baſtard Duke, and doſt thou dare co fight ? 
(EE My Noble men, come forth, and alefarne, 
VA'g oy Ciueme m Pra x lerme defend my right. 
CEE <.ppec forth with ſpeed my Martiall men ofmights 
With Bowes and Billes, letvs their courſe reſtraine : 
And teach them that their vanting vowes be yaine, 


Butthat we may with -wiſdome wiſcly worke, 
Itvsbehoues in Normandieto fight ; 
Withhim, and not tolert his ſouldiers lurke 
Heere in my Realme, we ſhall thereby atchiue 
No noble aQ, though hence we him do driue, 
But if we deale with him in Normandie, 
We ſhall receiue renowne and viRorie, 


Itis the beſt wich forren foes to fight 
Abroad, as did the haughtic Hemnibal, 
Andnotathome to fedle their hatefull ſpight, 
Ofall the reſt it isthe greateſt thrall, | 
That foes arriu'd ſhould ſpoile our ſubieRtsall : 
And for atruth this alwaies hath been found, 
He ſpeedeth beſt which fights on forten ground. 


, WW Mymen of warre were muſtred outofhand, 
But all my haſte was then ofnone auaile : 
My brother Toftiue with his rebell band, 
Ih cuery place my ſubic&s didaſlaile, 
Andeuery where did cauſe their heartsto quaile. 
Whoſe viretched Nate from farther ſpoileto ſhield, 

Iby my power did force him flie the field. Ho 
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24.6 King Harold. 

He fled to Norway whencea cloud did riſe 

That did obſcure the ſhine'of my content, 

Whenloe the Norman Duke did then deuiſle, 

IfIto yeeld my Scepter would aflenr, _ 

For which bhetwixt vs to and fro there went 
Deſpightfullletters, which L will recite, 
Wherein he claimes, and Idefend my right, 


WILLIAM DVEE OF 
NORMANPDIE, AND RIGHT. 
 heireto the Enpliſh-Crowne, to Harold 
pins 4 


Hough birthright cannot canſe thee yeeld to me my Crowne, 
Tet hane thou ſonie refþett of hanor and renowne, ' ' 

Por thou by oath did'f fweare ta yeeld tome my right, 

When as [ thee prefer d, and tal d thee there by might. 

Mine vncle Edward he, thy fathers faithfull friend 

Garue me hi; Crowne,and thow thereto did ft condeſcend, 

Tet now thou Wwouldeit faine defeare me of my right, 

And proue thy ſelfe forſworne of former promiſe plights 

Shall Harold haxe his heft : ſhall Godwines ſonne be guide ? 

Shall William want hrs Will, and hawe his right denid? 

Well Harold, if thou canit with Wwarres determine ſo, 

1 am content : if not, promide, Iam thy foe, © - 

My ſonnes and all my kinne ſhallneuer ftimt to ffrine, 

To plucke thee fromthy plate; whil ih one is left aline : 

But if thouwilt bewiſe, to me my vight reſigne, 

eTnd thou ſhalt hane theplace belonging to thy line. 

If not, with fire and ſword 1 meane hy Realme to ſpoile, . 

I nener thence willſtart till Thave forit thy 1620006 

eAnd now thou know it my will, determine for the bet, . _. 

Thou maift hane warres, and if than wilt, thou maift han: reſts 


W1LL1a Duke of Normandy, 
0 oe ee A my 
: bak, { } ; a We Thick 


King Harold. 24.7 

TR letters were of little might, to make 

| | My manly mind togranthim his requeſt, 

For which I did to Fortune me betake, 

To wage new warres with him Ideemditbeſt, 

So from his fiſt his threatning blade to wreſt. 
But ſee the force of Fortunes changing cheare, 
Another cloud before me didappeare. 


My brother 7 ofFixe who from me was fled, 
Did now returne, and brought the Norway King : 
They did deuiſe to haue from me my head, 
Which made me to indite another thing 
Vato the Duke, then plaine and true meaning. 
Igaue him hope of tharI neuer ment, 
Theſe were the lines which tothe Duke 1 ſent, 


HAROLD THE ENGLISH 
KING, TO THEE WILLIAM 
| Duke of Normandy. 


| 5 brink the Engliſh King, thee William Duke doth greetes 
Thy letter being read, { hane not thought it meete, 

Without a Parlament to do ſogreat a thing, 

Arof a forren Duke, to make an Engliſh King : 

But if my three eftates will follow my aduice, 

Thou ſhalt receine the Crowne, and beare away the price. 
Therefore delay « time, tho ſhortly ſpalt receine 

With full conſens the thing, which now thos ſeek;ft to haze. 


HAROLD, 


Arm'dinhafteall danger to auoid, 
For why, I heard my brother Toft traine, 
Two of my Earles badin the North deſtroy'd, 


And many athouſand men he there had ſlaine : 

But when we mer, his triumph was in vaine. 

ForI and mine the Norway King there kilte, 

And Imy ſelfe my brothers blood there ſpike, 
S 4 Now 


= 
248 Ring Harold. 
Now when the Duke my. friendly lines had read, 
And heard howImy men did muſternew, 
Therelies a Snake within this greene graſle bed, 
Quoth he, therefore come forth my warlike crew, 
We will not ſtay to ſee what ſhall enſue. 

By long delayes, fromforren coaſts he may 

Procure anaide, to ſcourge vs with decay, 


But when he heard with wham1T had to deale, 
Well done (quath he) lethim go beate the buſh, 
Iand my men to thelurch line will-{teale, 
And plucke the Neteuen at the preſentpuſb, 
Aud one of them we with.decay willeruſh. 
For he who doth the viRtor there remaine, 
Shall neuer reſt, tillhe hath dealc with twaive, 


Sol invaine who had the viRorie, 
Within few daies was forſt againe to fight, | 
My ftrength halfe ſpoil'd, my wounded men were wearie, 
His campe wascomne vnwares within my fight, 
There was no hope toflee by daynor night. 
I Herold then, a Harauld ſent in haſte, 
To know the plot where he his campe had plaſte, 


He ſent me word, my ifs and ands were vaine, 
And that he knew thedrifts of my delay, 

For which he ſaid he would yet once againe 
Make triall, who ſhould beare the crowneawa 


If I would yeeld, he ſaid his men ſhould ſtay, 
If not, he then waspreſentpreſently, 
Totrie the cauſe by Mars his crueltie, 


Which when I heard, and ſawhim march amaine, 
His Trumpets did defie me to my face, 
In haſte Idid appointmy verytraine, 
And ſouldier-like I all my men didplace, 
Ineuer ſu'd, norpray'd, norgapte for grace, 
For hauing plaſte mymen inbartellray, - 
I with Joude yoxce to them dhefbwords dig fay. 
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mates, in armesſce heere the laſt aſfhule, 
Win now the field, and be you euer bleft. 
This Baſtard baſe borne Duke, ſhall he exale 
Himſelfe ſo high ? giue eare vnto my heft, 
This day no doubt we ſhall haue quiet reſt : 
For good ſucceſle ſhall ſer vsfree from feare, 
Or hatefull hap ſhall bring vsto ourbeare, 


Even heere at hand his power doth appeare, 
March forth my men, we muſt no longer ſtay: 
Let euery man abandon fainting feare, 
AndI as guide will lead you on your way. 
Euen Imy ſelfe the formoſt in the fray, 
Will teach you how you ſhall abate his pride. 
. Fightfight my men, your King ſhall be your guide. 


His Croſ-bow men my Archers did affaile 

With three to one,yetwere they all too weake: 

And when his forlorne hope could notpreuaile, 

Them to affiſt his Horſemen out did breake, 

Three troopes I ſent on them the wrath to wreake, 
Andby and by the battels both did ioyne, 
With many a thruſt, and many abloodic foine. 


Ofthree maine battels he his armie made, 
Ihad bur one, and one did deale with three : 
Of which the firſt by me were quite diſmaide, 
The other two they did diſcomfort me, / 
Not yeelding, but in yeelding blowes we be 
(With lofſe of life) conftrain'datlaſttoyeeld 
The crowne,the kingdome,and the foughten field. 


Note now the lot which on my limmes did light, 

Nine monthes no more, I wore the Engliſh Crowne, 

Incuery month Tin the field did fight, © 

In euery fight, I wonnea freſhrenowne, 

Yetat the laſt my firength was beaten downe, 
Andheere before you, nowIdoproteft, 

Incuerhad one day of quictreft, 
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For firft with warre I won theprincely ſcate, 

With ciuill ſtrife Idaily was diſtreft, 

My brother twice endeuour'd to defeate 

Me of my throne, the Norway King waspreft, 

The dreadfull Danes they daily me diſfireſt, 
Atlaſt, this Duke did make me ftrike my faile, 
When winde,nortide, nor oares might thenpreuaile, 


My Kingdome then was prou'd his lawfull price, 
With conqueſt herecouered hisright, 
Andas you ſee of conquering the guiſe, 
The Engliſhmen they were defaced quite; 
Then of his traine ke did prefer each wight, 
And this was that which only brought me bleſle, 
Idid notliue to ſee this wretchedneſſe, 


But woe to me which cauſedall this coile, 

I was an Earle my father being dead, 

Why did my breſt with ſcalding malice boile, 

To keepe the Crowne from the right heires head? 
O Fancie fond, thy fumings hath mefed, 


The ſtinking ſtinch of thine inclined heſft, 
Hath poyſoned all the vertues in my breſt, 


The ruthfull ſmart of prouedill ſucceſle, 

Who hath ſuſtain'd, and felt that pinchingpaine, 

That wofull wightall wraptin wretchedneſſe, 

Can well reportmansfancie is but vaine:s'''' 

That man doth know, by proofe he findesitplaine, / 
That he who ſtoopes to fancies fond defires, . * - ©" 
Doth grope for grapes amid'ſtthe bramblebriers, 


Let no man thinke by fetches finely filde, 
By double drifts conueyed cunninglic, 537%, 
To get or gaine by any craft or guile, «. 
A goodeftate with long proſperitie, .,. 
His luft obtain'd, he liues in miſerie, © 
His guiltie ghoſt doth ſee his plagueappeare, 
Who gocth ſtraighthe ncedeth not tofeare., | 
14-4...  ThormaBlener Haſtt: 
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FERR= Aving hitherto continued the ſtorie (gentle 
BY bo a PAY Reader)from the firſt entrance of Brute i140 
W RR BU ibis land, with the falles of ſuch Princes, as 
| EI FN were nener before this time in one volume 
Al x compriſed, I now proceed with the reſt, which 
===) take their beginning from the Conqueſt, 
whoſe pen-men being many and diners, all diner ſlie affected in 
the method of this their Mirror, I purpoſe only to follow the inten- 
ded ſcape of that moſt honorable perſonage, who, by how much 
he did ſurpaſſe the reſt in the eminence of his noble condition, 
| byſomuch he hath exceeded them all in the excellencie of his he- 
| micallſlile, which with a golden pen he hath limmed out to poite- 
riticinthat worthy obiedt of his minde,the Tragedie of the Duke 
of Buckingham , and in his preface then intituled Matter 
Sackuils indud7ion. T his worthie Preſident of learning, inten- 
ding to perfe(t all this ſtorie himſelfe from the ConqueH, being 
called to a more ſerious expence of his time in the great State-af- 
faires of his mo# royall Ladie and Soueratene, left the diſpoſe 
thereof to M.Baldwine, M.Ferrers and others,the _—_— of 
theſe Tragedies, who continuing their methode which was by 
way of dialogue or interlecution betwixt exeryT ragedie, gaue is 
onely place before the Duke of Buckinghams complaint, which 
order 1 ſince hawine altered, haue placed the Induition ins the be- 
ginning, with euery Tragedie following according to ſucceſFon 
and the init computation of time,which before was not obſerued, 
and leti any one thinke me enuieus of others deſerts, 1 haue ſub- 
ſeribed 


— — 


2.54- To the Reader. 


ſcribed the names of all ſuch as I could heare of under ſuch Tra. Wl 
gedies aseach one particulariie hath writtew,which «t the reques Ml 
of rhe Printer, 1 hane briefely peruſed as the former. In which 
(friendly Reader) if I haue done amiſſe, I crane pardon for m 
 onerſight, hoping if paines will in ſtead of penance pacifu 
thee, zo yeeld thee ſatisfattion and content in my ad- 
ditions following, to which Ie- 
fer thee. 


R. N 


hk 4+. 4 i... 9 


hr rf > my toy 


255 
RY FRY OY" "OY" OY" "OY" *ON 
HOMOMCOSOMOWE GZME3 


M. SACKVILS 
INDVCTION. 


\He wrathfull winter haftning on apace, 


p—— 


KON f © With bluftring blafts had all ybard the treene, 
 & A AY And old Satermw with his froſty face 

ory Pf With chilling cold had pearſt the tender greene 7 
Sa 4 The mantles rent, wherein enwrapped beene 
The gladſome groues that now lay ouerthrowne, 
The tapets torne, and cuery tree downe blowne. . 


| The foilethaterſtſo ſeemly was to ſcene; 
Was all deſpoyled of her beauties hew,- © bv 
And foote freſh flowers (wherewith the ſummers Queene *: 
Hadclad the earth) now Boreas blaſts downe blew. 
| And ſmall fowles flocking, in their ſong didrew ” 
The winters wrath, wherewith ech thing defaſte, . 
In woefuil wiſe bewaild the ſummer paſt, . 


Hawthorne had loſt his motley livery, 
Thenaked twigs were ſhivering all & cold; 
Anddropping downethe teares abundantly, 8 [ 
| Echthing (me thought) with weepingeye-me told: - | 
The cruell ſeaſon, bidding mee-withho 
My felfe withingfpr I was gotten out-” 
Into the fields, whereas I walktabour, 


When loe the night with miſtie mantels ſpred” 

Gandarkethe day, and dimthe azureskies,-. 

And Venus in her meflage Hermes ſped 

To bloudy Aers, to will himnotroriſe, 

While ſhe her ſelfe approchrtin ſpeedy wiſer. - 
And Virgo hidin = diſdainfull breft, : 

With Thetis now had laid her downetoreſt;- 
| Wihiles 
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Whiles Scorpio dreading wy dart, | 
Whoſe bowe preſt bentin fight,the firing had ſlipr, 
Downe ſlide into the Ocean floud apart. 
The Beare that in the Iriſh ſeas had dipt 
His grizly feet, with ſpeed from thence he whipt : 

For Theti haſting from the Virgins bed, 

Purſude the Beare, thatere ſhe came was fled, 


And Phaeton now neere reaching to hisrace | 
With gliſtring beames,gold fireaming where they bent, 
Waspreſt to enter in his reſting place. 
Erythins that inthe cart firſt went, 
Had euen now attain'd his iourneys ſtent: 

And faſtdeclining hid away his head, 

While Tira coucht him in his purple bed. 


And pale-fac'd Cinzthea with her borowed light, 

Beginning to ſupplic her brothers place, 

Was paſtthe Nvoneſtced ſixc _ in fight, 

When ſparkling ftarres amid the heauens face, 

With twinkling light ſhone on the earth apace, + 
That while they brought about the nights black chare, 
Thedarke had dim'd the day ere I was ware. 


And ſorrowing I to ſee the ſummer flowers, 

Thelively greene, the luſty leaſe forlorne : 

The fturdie trees ſo ſhattred with the ſhowers, 

The fields fo fade that floriſht ſo beforne,' : + 

It taught me well all earthly things be borne'-/-: 
To dye the death, for noughrlong time'may laſt; 
The ſummers beautie yeelds to winters blalt. | 


Then looking vpward to the heauens leames: :/':: -//+ + 
With ni wes, & ghtftarresthick powered eucry where, 
Which erſt fo gliſtred withthe golden'treatnes, 7 | © 
That chearfull Phxbs ſpred downe from his ſphere, 
Beholding darke opprefling day ſo neere. 
The ſudden fight reduced romy mind, 
The ſundry changes that in carthwe find, 
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That mufing on this. worldly. wealthin thought, 
Which coms and goes more faſter then we ſee 

The flickering flame that with the fire is wrought, 
My bufie minde preſented vnto me | 
Such fall of Peeres as in the realme hadbe : 


That oft Iwiſht ſome would their woes deſcriue, 


To warne the reſt whom Fortune left aliue, 


And trait forth ſtalking with redoubled pace, 
For that I ſaw the night drew on(ſo faſt, 
Inblack all clad there fell before my face 
Apitcous wight, whom woe hadall forewaſt, 
Forth on her eyes the cryſtall teares out braſt, 
And fighing ſore her hands ſhe wrung and fold, 
Tareall her haire thatruth was to behold, 


Her body ſmall forwithered and foreſpent, 
As isthe ſtalke that ſummers drought oppreſt, 
Her wealked face with woeful teares be ſprent, 
Her colour pale (at it ſeemed herbeft) 
In woeand plaint repoled was herreſt. 
And as the ftone that drops of water weares, 
Sodented were her cheekes with fall of teares, 


Hereies full ſwollen with flowing ſtreames aflote, 


Where with her lookes throwne vp full pitcouſly, 


Her forcelefſe hands together oft ſhe ſmote, 

With dolefull ſhrikes, that eckoed in the skye : 

Whoſe plaint ſuch ſighs did ſtraight accompany, 
That in my doome was never man did ſee 
Awightþbuthalfe ſo woe begone as ſhee. 


Iſtood agaſt, beholding all her plight, 
Tweene dread and dolour ſo Gifiratad in hart, 
That while my haires vptarted with the ſight, 
The teares outſtreamd for ſorow of her ſmart: 
But when I aw no end that could appart | 
The deadly dole, which ſheeſo tore did make, 
With dolefull yoice then thus to _ ſpake; 
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Vnwrap thy woes what euer wight thou bee, 
And tintin time to fpill thy ſelfe with plaint, 
Tell what thou art,and whence, for well I ſee 
Thou canſt not dure with ſorrow thus attaint. | 
And with that word of ſorrow all forfaipt, v 
She looked vp,and proſtrate as ſhe lay, 
With pitcous ſound, lo thus ſhe gan to ſay: 


Alas, I'wretch whom thus thou ſeeſt diſtrain'd 
With waſting woes thatneuer ſhall aſlake, 
Sorrow 1am, in endlefle tormentspain'd 
Among the Furiesinth'infernall lake : 
Where Pluto God of Hell fo grizly black 
Doth hold his throne,and Lerhews deadly tat 
Doth reue remembrance of cachthing forepaſt : 


I! 
B 
A 
A 
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Whence come Tam, the drery deſtiny 

And luckleſſe lot for to bemone of thoſe, 

Whom Fortune in this maze of miſery, 

Of wretched chance, moſt wofull Afrors choſe, 

That when thouſeeft how lightly they did loſe | 
Their pomp, their power, and that they thought moſt ſure, 
Thou mayl(tſoone deeme no carthly ioy may dure. 


Whoſe rufull yoiceno ſooner had out-brayed 
Thoſe wofull words, wherewith ſhe ſorrowed ſo: 
But outalas,ſhe ſhright and neuer ſtayed, 
Fell downe, and all to daſht her ſeIfe for wo. 
The cold pale dread my limmes gan ouergo; 
AndI fo forrowed ather ſorrowes eft, 
That what with griefe and feare my wits were reft, 


Iftretcht my ſelfe,and ftrai heart reuiues 
That Pane dolour nw py appale, 4 
Like him that with the feruent fener ſtrives, 
When ſicknefle ſeekes his caftell health to ſcale, 
With gathred ſprites fo forſt I feare t'auale. 

And rearing her with anguifſhall foredone, 
My ſprits return'd, andthen Ithus begon: 


Sorrow, alas fith Sorrow ts thy name, 
And that to thee this drere doth well pertaine, 
lIoraine. it were to ſeeke to ceaſe theſame : 
But as a man himſelfe with ſorrow ſlaine, 
So lalas doe comfort thee in paine, 
That here in ſorrow art forcſunke ſodeepe, 
Thatat thy fight Ican but figh and weepe. 


Thad no ſooner ſpoken ofa ſtike, 
But that the ſtorme ſo rumbled in her breſt, 
As Eolus could neuer torethe like, 
And ſhowres downe rain'd from her eyes ſo faſt, 
That all bedreint the place, till at the laſt 
Well eaſed they the dolour of her mind, 
As rage of raine doth ſwage the ſtormie wind, 


For forth ſhe paſed in her fearefullcale ; 
Come, come (quoth ſhe) and ſee what Tſhall ſhow-+- 
Come heare the plaining, and the bitter bale 
Of worthy m—__ Forrunes ouerthrow : 
Come thou and ſee them rewingall in row. 
They were but ſhades that erft in mind thourold: 
Come, come with me, thine eyes ſhall them behold. 


What could theſe words but make me more agaſt, 
To heare her tell whereon I muſ'd while ere? 

So was I maz'd therewith :till atthelaſft, 

Muſing vpon her words, and-what they were, 

| Allfuddainly welllefloaed was my feare : 

For to my mind returned how the teld 

Both what ſhe was, and where her wun ſhe held. 


Whereby Iknew thatſhe a Goddefle was, 
And therewithall reſorted tomy mind 
My thought, thar late preſented me the glas 
Ofbrittle ſtate, of careschat here we find, 
Ofthouſand woes to filly men afſignd: 

And howſhenow Es and behold, 
Toſce witheyetbatcarlt in thought Irold. 
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Flat downe I fell, and with all reuerence 
Adored her, perceiuing now that ſhee 
A Goddefſeſent by godly pronidence, 
In earthly ſhape thus ſhew'd her ſelfe tome, 
To walle and rue this worlds vncertainty : 
And while I honour&thus her Godheads might, 
With plaining voice theſe-words tome ſhe ſhrights 


I ſhall thee guide firſt to the prieſly lake, 
And thence ynto the bliſfull place ofreſt, 
Where thou ſhalt ſee and heare the plaint they make, 
That whilome here bare ſwinge among the beſt, 
This ſhalt thou ſee, but grear is the vnreſt 
That thou-muſt bide, before thou canſt attaine 
Vnto the dreadfull place where theſe remaine. 


And with theſe words asT vpraiſed ſtood, 
And gan to follow her that ſtraight forth paſte, 
Ere I was ware, into a deſert wood 
We now were come : where hand in hand imbraſte 
She led the way, and through the thicke ſotraſte, 
As but I had bene guided by her mighr, 
It was no way for any mortall wight, 


But loe, while thus amid the deſert darke, 

We paſſed on with Reps and pace vnmeete, 

A rumbling rore confuſ'd with howle and barke 

Of Dogs, ſhooke all the ground vnder our feete, 

And ſtrooke the din within our eares ſo deepe, 
As halfe diſtraught vnto the ground Ifell, 
Beſought returne, and not to viſithely. 


But ſhe forthwith vplifting mee apace 
Remou'd my dread, and with a tedfaſt minde, 
Bad me come on, for here was now the place, 
The place where we our trauailes end ſhould finde, 
Wherewith I roſc, and to the place affingde 
AſtondI Ralkt, when ſtraight we approched neere 
The dreadfull place, that you will: dreadtoheare : 
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And hideous hole all yaſte, withourtenſhape, | 

Ofendlefſe depth, orewhelm'd with ragged Kone, 

With ougly mouth, and grieſly iawes doth gape, 

Andto our fight confounds itſelfe in one, 

Heere an__ we, and yeeding forth, anone 
Adreadfull lothly lake we mighr diſcerne 
Asblacke as pitch, that clepedis Auerne, 


Adeadly gulfe where nought butrubbiſh growes, 
With foule black ſwelth inthickned lumps thaclies, 
Which vpin th'aire ſuch ſinking vapors throwes 
That ouer there, may flie no fowle but dies, 
Choakt with the noyſome ſauours that ariſe, 

Hither we come, whenceforth we ftill didpace, 

In dreadfull feare amid the dreadfull place ; 


And firſt within the porch and iawes of hell 
Sate deepe Remorſe of conſcience, all beſf 


| With teares :and to her ſelfe oft would ſhe tell 


Her wretchednefle, and curſing neuer ſtent 


| Toſoband figh : buteuer thus lament, 


With thoughtful care, as ſhe thatall in yaine 
Would weare and waſte continually in paine, 


| Her eyes vnſtedfaſt rolling here and there, 


Whurl'd on each place, asplace that vengeance brought, 
So was her mind continually in feare, 
Toſſed and tormented with tedious thought 
Of thoſe deteſted crimes which ſhe bad wrought 2 
With dreadfull cheere and lookes throwne to the skie, 
Wiſhing for death, and yet ſhe could not die, 


Next ſaw we Dread, all trembling how he ſhooke, 
With foote vncertaine profered here'andthere, 
Benum'd of ſpeech, and with a ghaſtly looke 

Searcht every place all pale and Jead or fcare, 

His cap borne vp with Rtaring of us heare, | 
Soyn'd and amaz'd athis awne ſhade for dreed; 
And fearing greater dangers — ——_ 
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And next within the entrie of this lake 
Sate fell Revenge gnaſhing her teeth for ire, 
Deuifing meanes how ſhe may vengeance take, 
Neuer in reſt till ſhe haue her defire : 
But frers within ſo farforth with the fire 
Of wreaking flames, that now determines ſhe 
Todie by death, or veng'd by death tobe, 


When fell Revenge with bloudic foule pretence 
Had ſhew'd her ſ{eife asnext inorder ſer, | 
With trembling limbes we ſoftly parted thence, 
Till in our eyes another fight we met : 
When from my hearta figh forthwith Ifer, 
Ruing alas ypon the woſull plighe 
Of Miſerie, that next appear din fight, 


His face was leane, and ſomedeale pin'daway, 

And eke his hands conſumed to the bone, 

But what his bodie was I cannot ſay, 

For on his carkas rayment had he none, 

Saue clouts and patches pieced one by one, 
With ſtaffe in hand, and ſcrip on ſhoulder caft, 
His chicfe defence againft the winters blaſt, 


His food for moſt, was wilde fruits of the tree, 

Vnleſle ſometime ſome crums fell ro his ſhare, 

Which in his wallet long God wor kepthe, 

As one the which full daintily would faire, 

His drinke the running fireame : his cup the bare 
Ofhis palme cloſde, his bed the hard cold ground, 
Tothispoorelife was Mifcrie ybound. 


Whoſe wretched late when we had well beheld, 
With tender ruth onhimand on his feeres, 
In thoughtfull cares, forth then our pace we held-: 
And by andby, another ſhape appeeres 
Of greedie Care, ſtill bruſhing vpthe breers, 

His knuckles knob'd, his fleſhdeepe dented ins 
With cawed hands, and hard rrarnedskin, 
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Themorrow gra no ſooner hath'begun 

To ſpread his lighteuen peeping in oureyes, 

When he is vp and to his worke yrun 

Butletthe nights blackemiſtie mantles riſe, 

And with foule darke neyerſo-much diſguiſe 
The faire bright day, yetceaſcth he no while, 
But hath his candles to prolong his toile. 


By him lay heauie Sleepe cofinof Death 
Flat on the ground, and ſtill asany ſtone, 
Avery corps, faue yeelding forth abreath. 
Small keepe tooke he whom Fortunefrowned on, 
Or whomſhe lifted vp intothe throne 
Ofhigh renowne, but as a living death, 


So deadaliue, of life ke drew the breath. 


Thebodies reſt, the quiet ofthe hart, 

The trauailes eaſe, the till nights feere was he. 

And of our life in earth the better part, 

Rever of ſight, and yet in whom we ſee 

Things oft tha tide, and oft that neuer bee, 
Wichoutreſpe& —— equally - 


King Craſus pompe,and /rw pouertie, 


And next in order ſad Old Age we found, 
His beard all hoare, his eyes hollow and blind, 
With drouping cheere ſtill poring onthe ground, 
As on the place where nature him afſign'd 
Toreſt, when that the fiſters had vntwin'd 
His vitall thred, and ended with their knife 
The flecting courſe of aſt declining life, 


There heard we him with broke and hollow plaint 
Rew with himſelfe his endapproching faſt, 

Andall for nought his wretched mind tonnent, 
With ſweete remembrance ofhis pleaſures paſt, 
And freſh delites of luſtie youth forewaf, -- 


Recounting which,how would he ſob and ſhreek ? 


And tobe yon g againe of /ovebeſecke, 
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But and the cruell fates ſofized bez! 1 
That ttme forepaſt cannot OC 
This one requeſt of /one yer prayed he ; 
Thar in ſuch withred plight, and wretched paine, 
As eld (accompanied withlothſometraine): 
Had brought on him, all were irwoe and priefe, 
He might while yet linger forth his life, 


And not ſo ſoone deſcend into thepit: 

Where Death, when he themorrallcorps hath ſkine, 
With wretchleſſe hand in-graue doth'couerir, 
Thereafter neuertoenioy __ : (10240125 984 4 

The gladſome light, butin the groundylaine, 


Indepth of darknefle waſte and wearetonought, | 


As hc had nere into theworld been brought, 


But who had ſeene him, ſobbing how he ſtood! 
Varo HWimſelfe, and how he dbemone 

His yquth forepaſt, as mu it wroughthimgood 
To alke of youth, all were his youth foregone, 


He would hauc muſde and:maruail'd much wheteon 
This wretched Age ſhould life defire ſo faine. - 
And knowes ful wel life-dothburlengrh his paine, 


Crookebackt he was, toothſhaken,and blere eyde, 

Went onthree feete, and ſomerimecrept onfoure,' 

With old lame bones, thatratled by his fide, + 

His fcalpe all pil'd, and he with cd forlore: 

His withred fiſt ſtill knocking atDeaths dore, 
Fumbling and driucling as he drawes his breath, 
For bricfe, the ſhape and meſſenger of Death. - 


And faſt by himpale Maladie wasplaſte, 

Sore ſicke in bed, her colourall foregone, 

Bereft of tomacke, ſauour, and of taſte, 

Ne could ſhe brooke no meate but broths alone, 

Her breath corrupt, her keeperscueryone; /''! | 
Abhorring her, herfickneſſepaſtrecure, :'. © -* 
Derefting phyſicke, andallphylickescures: ©: 


f 
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But oh the dolefull fight thatthenjweſce, - 
Weturn'd our looke, and on the other "oy 
A prieſly ſhape of Famine mought weſee, - | | 
With vrcedic lookes,and ivg mouth chatcried, ;-- - 


Androard for meate asſhe- uidtherehauedied,,'' too 


Her bodie thin, and bare as any bone, - 


Whereto was lefrnoughtbutthe caſc alone. } 9:15 5u2 WA 


And that alas was gnawne onevery:where,::i 2-7 ty! rn.) 
All full of holes, that Ine moughtrefrajne: /'' 11:1, 127 4 // 


From teares, to ſee how ſht her.armescouldgexre,::/ -'- 
Andwith her teeth gnaſh on the bones in vaine 2; :;:;; 
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When all for nought ſhe faine would ſo ſuſtaine/- /'. ; ah 


Her ftaruen corps, thatrather ſcem'da ſhade, ii |, :- -rtitet 


Then any ſubſtance ofacreauutemage../;;.: 5. byy ot vt 
Great was her foxce, whomftonewall could norGay; -! -// - 


Her tearing nailes ſnarchingatallſhe ſaws: bus. 4 


Wh gpeagieane geen no. meanesymay. : 1! _ 


—_ 


Be ſatisfi rom hungero hermawe,:!::: : >» +, em 110.3 
But eates her ſelfe asſhe that bath-nodaws- 1 ie 1 ls 1D 
Gnawing, alas,hercatcaſcallinyaine,. |, 1/1 1 +/+ 7 


Where you may counteach finew,bone,and vaine.. 


. 
# 


On her while we thus fiemelyfixt out eyes. : {it 7! (1 
That bled for ruth of ſuch adrieryfighe,.,' - ''- 2 (1 
Loe ſuddenly ſhe ſhrinkt in ſohugewiſe,'. « (11447 30 


As made hell gates to'ſhiuer with the might, 
Wherewith a dart we faw. howiedid lig | 
Right on herbreſt, and therewirhall pale Death. 


P - 


Eathcilling itcortavc hetofher breath, -- 1 


And by and by a dutbe dead corps we faw,.: 
Hand and 7? the ſhepe of deatharight, - 
That dantsall earthly creatures trois law: 
Apainſt whoſe force in vaine its to fight; /,!- //-c 
Ne Peeres, ne Princes, nor-no-mortell wight, | 

No Towne,ne Realmes,Citjesmeftronyeſt Tower, 
Butallperforce muſtyeeld vato hispowes,'. * 
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His dart anon out of thetorpshetooke; '' '' 
And in his hand (a dreadfull fight to ſee) 
With great triumph eftſoones the ſame he ſhooke, 
That moſt of altthy featesaffrayed mee, - + 
His bodie digbewith-nought butbones perdie, 
The nr. ſhape of man there ſaw Iplaine, 
All faue the fleſh;the ſnow, and the yaine. 


Laſtly ſtood Warre inglittering armes yclad, : '/ 
With viſage grim, ſternelooks,; and blackely hewed, 
In his cight hand #naked fwordhe had, | 
Thar to the hilts was all with blood embrued : 
Andin his left _— ag and kingdomesrued) 
Famine and fire h&held, andcherewithall - 
He raced townes,andthrewdowne towers andall. 


Cities he ſackt,arid Realmes thatwhilome flowred 

In honor, glorie, and ruleaboue the beſt - | 

He ouerwhelm'd, arid alltheir fame deuoured, 

Conſum'd, dettroy'd, waſtedaiid'neverzeafty ' | 

Till he thcir wealth, their fainicandalloppreſt, ' > 2” 
His face forchew'd with wounds; #nd by his fide , 
There hunz his targ,/with gaſhes deepe and wide.” 


In midſt of which, depeinted there wefound 
Deadly Debate, all full of ſakie heare, -' ' ©; 
That with a bloodie fillet wn FacmtF:: oct! 
Our breathing nought bor di ord every where. 
And round about werepoxrtrai'd heere and there 
The hugie hoſts, Derizsand his power, -' i | 
His Kings, Princes, hisPeercs,andall hisflowet ; '-- 


Whom great Macedo-yanquiſhe'there in fghe, D240 EO2Y 
With deepe ſlaughter, defpoiling all hispride, 
Pierſt through his Realmes,anddantedallhis might. 
Duke Hamibal beheld Þrhere beſide; + i 1 
In Camas ficld, victothow he'did ride; © 

And wofult Romans that invaine withſtood, 
_ And Conſul Paw/wscougedall in blood, 
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Yet ſaw 1Imorethe fight atTrafimene, 
And Treberie field; and cke when Havribal 
. Andworthie Scypio, laſt inarmes wereſene 
-Before Carthago gate, to trie for all 
The worlds Empire, to whom it ſhould befall. 
There ſaw I Pompey, and Ceſar clad in armes, 
Their hoſts allied and all their ciuill harmes, 


With Conquerers hands forbath'd intheir owne blood, 
And Ceſar weeping ouer Pompeyes head. 
Yet ſaw I Scilaand eMearins where they ſtood, 
Their great crueltie, andthe deepe bloodſhead 
Offriends : Cyrus I faw —__ hoſt m_ Ss 
And how the Queene with greatdeſpite 
His head in blood of hemths pon er Bo 


Xerxer the Perſian King yet ſaw there, 
With his huge hoſt that dranke the riuers drie, 
Diſmounted hilles, and made the yales vprere, 
His hoſt and all yet ſaw I ſlaineperdie, | 
Thebes I aw all rac'd how it did lie 
In heapes of tones, and Tyrus put to fpoile, 
With walles and towers flat cuened with the oil, 


ButTroyalas (me thought) aboue them all, 
Itmade mine eyes in very tearesconſume : 
When Ibeheld the wofull werd befall, 
Thatby the wratbfull will of God was come : 
And [oxes ynmoued ſentence and foredoome 
On Priaw King, and on his towne ſo bene, 
Icould notlin, but I muſt there lament. 


And that the more, fith deſt'ny was ſo ſterne 

As force perforce, there might noforce auaile, . 
But ſhe muſt fall : and by her fall we learne, 
That ceies.tomers wealth world cudali Gall quaile.. 
Nomanhood,might,nor nothing mought preuaile, 
All were there preftfull many a Prince and Peere, . 
And many a Knight that fold his death full deere. . 


ſ 
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Not worthie Hefor worthieſt of themall,;; | -: 


Her hope, her ioy, hisforceis now for noughtr > i: 


O Troy, Troy, there isnoboote but bale, 

The hugic horſe within thy walles is brought: 

Thy turrets fall, thy Knights that whilome fought 
In armes amid the field, are ſlaine inbed, + 


Thy gods defil'd, andall thy honor dead, ' 


The flames vpriſing, and cruelly they creepe 
From wall —_— till all co r 4m. waſt, 


Some fire the houſes where the wretches ſleepe, 
Some ruſh in heere, ſome run in there as faſt, 
In euery where or ſword or firethey taſt, 


. 


The wals are torne;the towers whurl'd to the ground f 


There is no miſchiefe butmay there be found. 


Caſſandrayet there ſaw I howthey haled: 
From Palks houſe, with ſpercled treſſeyndone, ' 
Her wriſts faſt bound, and with Greekesrout cmpaled : 
And Priameke in vaine how hedid runne 
To armes, whom Pyrrhus with deſpite hath done 
To cruel death, and barh'd him in the baine --::; 
Ofhis ſoanes blood before thealtar ſlaine, 


But how can Ideſcribe the dolefull ſighe, 
Thatin the ſhield ſo liuely faire did ſhine? | 
Sith in this world I thinke was neuer wight 
Couſd haue ſet forth the halfe, nothalfeiſo fine, 
I can no more but tell howthereisſeene 
Faire /lim fall in burning red gledesdowne, 
And from the ſoile great Troy Neptwnu towne. 


Here from when ſcarce I could mine eyes withdraw 

That fil'd with tearesas doth the ſpringing well, - 

We paſſed on ſo far forthrill we faw:- ' 

Rude Acheror, alothſome lake to tell, | .. 

That boyles and bubs vp ſwelthasblacke as hell, 
Where grieſlic {baron attheirfixed tidei. '; * +; 
Still ferries ghoſts mto the farther fide, *& 1112? £: 


#c, 
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With hollow call vnto'the routhe cried, 


We hoiſe vp maſtand faile, that in a while 


For to arriue, but'that we heard anone 


| Foredinning thaire with his horrible yell, 


Of Plato in his throne where he did dwell, 
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| Theaged God no ſooner Sorrow ſpied,” 1 1 
But hafting ſtraight vnto'the banckeapace, 


Athree ſound barke confounded all in one, 


We had not long forth paſt, but that we ſaw 
Blacke Cerberms the hideous hound of hell, | 
With briſtles reard, and witha three mouth'd Iaw, 


| Toſwarue apart, and giue the Goddefle place. 

Straight it was done, when to the ſhoare we pace, 
Where hand inhand as wee then linkedfaft, 
Within the boate wee are together plaſte. 


And forth we lanch full fraughted to the brinke, 
When with th'vnwonted waight, the ruſty keele 
Began to cracke as if the ſame ſhould finke, 


We fer the ſhoare, where ſcarſely we had while 


Out of the deepe darke caue where he did dwell, 
The Goddefle ſtraight he knew, and by and by 
He peaſt and couched, while that we paſt by. 


Thence come we to the horrour and the hel, 
Thelarge greate Kingdomes,and the dreadful raigne 


The wide waſte places, and the hugie plaine:. . -;' 
| Thewailings, ſhrikes, and ſundry forts ofpaine':; /'._, 
The ſighs, the ſobs, the deepe and deadly groane, 


Earth, aire, and all ceſoundingplaint and 
Thence did we paſſe the three-fold emperie 


moaile., 


Toth'vtmoſt bounds, where Rademanthne raignes,::o!, - 
Where proud folke waile there woefull miſciigy! [!.7i {in! 
chainess (3: -- 1:51 
Andbalefull ſhriekes of ghoſtsin-deadly paines' ./' ; 


Where dreadfull dinof thouſand dragging 


Tortur'd eternally are heard moſtbrim - 


- 


A 


i Through ſilentſbades of nightfodatke and dim: 
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From hence vpon our way weforwardpaſle,.'! |, -' | 

And through the grouesand yncoth paths we gore, 

Which leadevnto the Cyctops walles of brafle + | + 

And where that maine-broad flood for aye doth floe, 

Which parts the gladſome fields from place of woe, 
Whence none ſhall cuer paſſe CE/izemm plaine, 
Or from Elizirm ever turne againe, 


With Sorrow for my guide, as there I ſtood, 
A troope of men the molt inarmes bedight, 
In tumult cluſterd bout both fides the flood : 
_ *Mongſt whom,who were ordaind teternall night, 
Or os to blifſefull peace and ſweet delight 
I wotnot well, it ſeem'd that they were all 
| Such as by deaths vntimely ſtroke did fall. 


Some headleſſe were, ſome body, face and hands, 

With ſhamefull wounds deſporl'd in euery part : 

Some ſtrangled, ſome that dide incaptiue bands, 

Some ſmothred,drown'd, ſome ſtricken through the hart 

With farall teele,all drown'din deadly {mart : 
Ofhaſined death, with ſhrikes, fobs, fighs and tearcs, 
Did tell the woes of their forepaſitd yeares, 


Weſtaid vs ſtraight, and with a rufull feare, 
Beheld this heauie fight, while from mine cies 
The vapored teares downe ftilled here and there, 
And Sorrow eke infarmore wofullwiſe, .-. + _; 
Tooke on with plaint; vphraving tothe skies © 
Her wretchedhands, that with her cry the roue. 
Ganall in heapes ro Frarine'ys about, 


Loe here (quoth Sorrow) Princes ofrenowne, . 
That whilomefate 6n top'of Fortunes wheete, /: 


Now laid full lowfike wterches whutded downe b:xoine , 


Euen with afte frorwne; thac ſtaid bur witha frnile, ' 

And now bcholdthething rhar thowerewhite  - ++ 
Saw only in thought, and whatthounow ſhatthcare, 
Recount the ſameroKeſar, King, and Peetey:: | 
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Then firſt came Herry Duke of Bucks 
His cloake of blacke all pild and quite farworne, 
Wringing his hands, and Fortune oft doth blame, 
Which of a Duke hath made him now her skorne, 
With gaſtly lookes as one inmaner lorne : 
Oft ſpred his armes, ſtretcht handshe ioines as faſt 
With rufull cheare, and vapored eyes ypcalt. 


His cloake he rent, his manly brefthe bear, 
His haire all torne about the place it lay, 
My heart ſo molt to ſee his griete fo great, 
Asfeclingly me thought it dropt away : 
Hiseyes they whurld about withouten ftay, 
With ſtormy ſighes theplace did ſo complaine, 
As if his heart at each had burſt intwaine, 


Thrice he began to tell his dolefull tale, 
Andthrice the ſighs did ſwallow vp his voice : 
Ateach of which he ſhriked ſo withall, 

As though the heauens riued with the noile : 


Till at the laſt recouering his voice, 
Supping the teares that all hisbreſt beraind, 
On cruell Fortune weeping thus he plaind. 


FINITS, 
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HOW THE TWO RO- 
gers, ſurnames Mortimers, for their ſundry vices, 
ended theirliues vnforwnately, the one, 
Az.13 29-the other, 1387. 


Rag Mong the riders of therolling wheele 
Bia WA That loft their holds, Ba/dwme forget not mee, 
Yvel ©] Whoſe fatall thred falſe Fortune nteds wauldxeele, 
LS Y Ere it were twiftedbythe fiſtersthree : 
Allfolke be fraile, their blifſes brittle bee : 
wo os. whereof, althoughnone other were, 
Suthce may I, Six Roger CMortimer.. 


2/72 Roper Mortimey.” 

Not he that was in Edwards dayesthe third;-- * 

Whom Fortune broughr toboote and efcitp bale, 

With loue of whom, theking ſo much ſhe turd, 

That none but he was heardin any tale : 

And whiles ſhe ſmooth-blew on this pleafantgale, 
He wascreated Earle of March, alas, | 
Whence enuy ſprang which his deſtruction was, 


For wealth breeds wrath, in ſuch as wealth doe want, 

Pride folly breeds in ſuch as itpoſleſle, 

Among athouſfand ſhall you find one skant, 

That can in wealth his lofty heart reprefle, . 

Which in this Earle dueproofe did plaine expreſle; 
For whereas he was ſomewhat haur before, 


His high degree hath made him now much more, 


For now alone he ruleth as himluſt, 

Ne recks for reade, ſaue of king Edwards mother; 

Which forced enuy foulder out therutt, 

That in mens hearts before did lie and ſmother., 

The Peeres, the people, th'one as well as th other, 
Againſthim made fo hainous a complaint, 
That for a traytour he was ſoone attaint, 


Then all ſuch faults as were —__ afore, 


They skowre afreſh, and ſomwhat to them adde : 
Forenuy ſtill hath eloquence in ſtore, X 
When Fortune bidsto worſe things meanly bad, 
Fiue hainous crimesagainſt him ſoone were had, 
Firſt that he caus'd the King to yeeld the Scot, 
To make a peace, townesthat were from him got : 


And therewithall the Charter call'd Ragman, 
That of the Scots he bribed priuy gaine, | 
Thatthrough his meanes fir Edward of Carnaruan 
In Barkely Caſtle trajterouſly was ſlaine : 
That with his Princes mother he hadlaine, 

And finally, with polling at his pleaſure, 


Had rob'dthe King and Commons of their treaſure, ke 


Oe? 


For theſe things Ioe which ert were our of mind 
He was condemn'd, andhanged atthelaſt, - 
In whom Dame Fortunefully ſhewed herkind, 
 Forwhomſhe heaues ſhe hurleth downe as faſt. 
Ifmento come, would learne by other paſt, 
My cofin then might cauſe them ſerafide -. 
High climing,bribing, murdering, luſt, and pride. 


Thefinall cauſe why Ithisproceſletell, 
I that I may be knowenfrom this the other, 
| Mylike in name, valike mee though he fell, 
Which was Ithinke my grandfire or his brother : 
Tocount my kin, dame Philip was my mother, 
Daughter and heire of douty Lioxell, 
The third King Edwards ſonne,as Rories tell, 


Myfather hight fir Edmund Mortimer, 
True Earle of March, whence I was after Earle, 
By iuſt deſcent theſe two my parents were, 
Ofwhich the one of Knighthood bare the fearle, 
Of womanhoodthe other was the pearle : - 
Through their deſert fo cal'd of euery wight, 
Till death them tooke,andleftmee in theirrighe,. 


For why th'attainter ofthe elder m_-_ 

(Whoſe ſhamefull death Irold you but of late) 

Was fourid tobee vniuſt, and paſſed ouer, 

Againſt the law, by thoſe thatbare him hate : 

For where by laweach oneof free eſtate * 
Should perſonallybeheardereiudgement paſſe, 
They bard him this, where through defiroidhe was, 


Wherefore by doome ofcourtin Parliament, 
| When we had prou'd our Cofin ordered thus, 
TheKing, the Lords, and'Commons of afſent - 
His lawleſſe death vnlawfull did diſcufle :- 
Andboth to bloud and good reſtored ys. 
A prefidentmoſt worthy, ſhewed, and left, 
Lords lives oleh hantateld aghe evra, 


oo 
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While Fortune mtameher grace did dei gae, - ley 
King Richards grace thebcend of thatname, * 
(Whoſe looſer life did ſoone abridge hisreigne,) 
Made me his mate in carneſt arid in game : | 


The Lords themſclues ſo wellallow'd the fine, Þ. 


That through my titles ducly comming downe;; ; rito>s 


I was made heire apparent to the Crowne, 


Whothen but I was euery where eſteemd, 
Well was the man that might with me acquaint, . 
Whom Iallow'd,as Lordsthe people deemd, 
To whatſoeuer folly had tne bent; * | 
To like it well the people didaflent : 
To mee as Prince attended greatand ſmall, 
Ihoptea day would come to pay for all. 


But ſeldome ioy continuerhtrouble void, 


In greateſt charge cares greateſt doe enſue, -' > 1) 


The moft poſleſt are cuermoſtannoid,: 
In largeſt ſeas ſore tempeſts lightly brue, 
The freſheſt colours ſooneſt fade the hue, 


In thickeſt place is made the deepeſt wound, : -. ': | Hp 
True proofe hereof my ſelf too ſoone hiaue found, -. 


For whilſt faire Fortune luld mee inherlap, 
And gaue me giftsmore then I did require, 
Theſubtile dame behind mee ſeta trap, 
Whereby to daſh andiayallinthe mire * 
The Iriſh men againſt meedid conſpire, 
My lands of Viſter from me to havereft, 
Which heritage my mother had mee left, 


And whilesT there, to ſet allthings in Ray, - 
(Omit my toiles and:trouble chitherward) © Hu 


Among mine own with myzetinuelay; : + 1 »/ 


The wilder men whom Idid notregard, 
(And hadtherefore the recklesmans reward) | 


When leaſt Ithought, ſeron mee inſuchnumber, © © // 
; Tart | 


That frommy corps my life they rentaſuader...;. 
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Reger Mortimer. 
Nought might aualle my couragenor my force, | 
2's i oa Ok nk (alas) Cafe. | 
Theictuelbfolkeafliulted ſo my horſe, * | 
, That allmy helps in peeces they to hew, 
. Ourbloud diftaines the _ as drops of dew, 
. Nought ws etoflienoryetto - wag 
For whom they take they murderin the ficld. 


They know no law of Armes, nornone will learne, 
They make not warre (as other doe) a play : 
| The Lord, the boy, the Gallowglas, \ Kerne, 
Yeeld ornot yeeld, whom ſo they take they ſlay, 
They faue no foes forranſome nor for pay: .- 
Their chiefeſt boote is th'aduerfaries head, 
They end not warre till thenemie be dead, 


+; 2-9 gave vs. 8 


| Amongſt theſe men or rather ſauage beaſts 
Iloſt my life, by cruell murder ſlaine : 
And therefore Balawine note thou well my geaſts, 
And warne all Princes raſhnes to refraine : - 
Bid them beware their foes when they doe faine, 
Nor yet prefume ynequallyto ſtrive: | 
HadIthus done, Ihad beenleft aliue. 


ButIdeſpis'd the naked Iriſh men, 
Aud, for they flew, Ifeared them the lefle : 
Ithought one man enough to match with ten, 
Andthrough this carelefle ynaduiſednes 
Iwasdeſtroid, and all my men I gellc, 
Atynawaresaſlaillted by our fone, 
Which were/in number forty to'vs one. 


| Fee heretheftay of fortunate eſtate, 
WH: Thcraincafluranceofthisbrittlelife: _. | 
F ForT but yong-prachamed Prince of late, 
Right fortunate in.children and in: wife, | 
I Efulrorcebytrokefbloudgknites... 
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Trefilian chiefe Tuſtice of oy 


other his fellowes, for miſconi ruing the. 
Lawes,and expounding them to ſerue the Princes 
affettions, Anno 1388. 


ERBEN the fad regiſter of miſchiefe and miſhap, FA 
AN Paldwine we beſecch thee with our namesto begin, 
5 BS Whom vnfriendly Fortunedid train vnto a trap, 
When as wee thought our ie moſt ſtableto haue bin. 
So lightly leeſe they all, which all do weene to win. 
Learne by vs ye Lawyers and Tudgesof this Land, 
Vprightand yncorruptin doome alway to ſtand; ** 


Andprint ye this prefident to remainefor ever, 

Enroll and record it in Tables made of Brafle, 

Engraue it in Marble rhat may be raced neuer, 

Where Iudges of the Law may ſee, as inaGlaſſe, 

What Jes, 4 is for guile, and what our wages was, 
Who for our Princes will, corrupt with meed and awe, 
Gainſt Iuſtice wretchedly did wreſt the ſenſe of Lawe. 


A change more new or ſtrange when was there euer ſeene, 
Then Iudges from the Bench tocome downe to the Barre, 
And Counſellours that were moſt nigh to King and Queene ::. 
Exiled their Countrie, from Court and Counſell farre? 
Bur ſuch is Fortunes play, which can both make and marre, 
Exalting to moſt high thatwas before moſt low, 
And turning taile againe, the loftie downe to throw. 


And ſuch as late afore, could ftoutly ſpeakeandplead 

Both in Courtand Countrey, carelefle of thetriall, 

As mummers mute do ſtand without aduice orread, 

All to ſecke of ſhifting, by trauerſe or denial, ' -_ deny 

Which haue ſcene bony; Whol, for agoRÞg Rye. 
- = 


And moſt extorted wrong to haue appearedright. Wy 
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Whilſt chus on bench abouewe had the higheſt place,” |; {;- -:-77 


Our reaſons were too firong, for any to confire 5+ | 


Bur when atbarre bengath, We-came £0 plead our caſe, 6 910461 

Our wits were inthe wane, our pleading; very bnte.;.;/! :114: 16 

Hardit is for priſoners with Indges to.,difpure 2; 
Whenall men againſt one, and none for one ſhall ſpeake;, 7 
Who weenes himſelf moſt wiſe,may chance be too.too weake, 


Toyoutherefore thatfit, theſe few words will I fay, .- 


That no man ſits ſo ſure, buthe may haply ſtand: '. 
Wherefore whil you haue place, and .beare the ſw 
By fauour without force, let points of Law beskand, 


Pity the poore priſoner thatholdeth vphis hand, - 


Ne lade him not with law, wholeaft of lawhath know 
Remember ere ye die, the caſe may be your owne, j,.; ;»:|* 


n 


Bchold me one ynfortunate amongſt thisflocke, -. ').,;.. 


Trejliancald ſometime chiefe Iuſtice of this Land, 


Inall our Common, Lawes our skill was ſo 


A gentleman by birth, no Rainewas in my Rocke, :/ -: (i 
Lecketon, Holte, Belknap, with other of my band, 
Whichthe Lawand Iuſtice had wholly in our 
Vnder the ſecond RichardaPrince of greateſtate,  : -;| © 
Towhom and, ys allo, blind Fortune gaue the mate. * ;../ 


| 68655 ih 


Ourcredit and autority ſuchand ſo higheſteemd, ;; . 


That what weedid conclude, iwas:taken fo 
Allowed was for Law what foro vsbelt ſeem 
 Bothlife, death, lands, a8d goods,andallby.y 
Whereby with eaſe paine, great gainewedidinfet, .. 


raground, 


Andeuery.thing wasfiſh,.that came yntoournet, 


AtSeſfions and Siſes, 
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Sothat to whether, ide ſocuer we'did way, 
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213 Robert Trefihan 
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But whatthing may ſuffice ynto the greedie man ? 
The more he hath in hold, the more he doth deſire: 
Happie and twice happie is he, thatwiſely cat 
Content himſelfe with that, which reaſon dothrequire, - 
And moileth for no more then for his needfull hire: 
But greedinefle of mind doth ſeldome keepe the fiſe, 
To whom enough and more doth nener well ſuffice. 


For like as dropfie patients drinke and ſtill be drie, 
Whoſe vnftanch'ſt greediethirſtnoliquor can allay, 
And drinke they nere ſo much, yet thirſtthey by andby; 
So catchers and ſnatchers do toile both nightand day, 
Not needie, but greedie, ſtill prolling for theirpray. 
O endlefle thirſt of gold, corrupter of all lawes, 
What miſchiefe is on mould whereof thou attnot cauſe F 


Thou madeſt vs forgetthefaith of ourproftſſion, 
When Sergeants we were {worne to ſerue theicommonlay,. 
Which was, that in no point we ſhould make digrefſion- 
From approued principles, in ſencence norinſawe : 
But we vahappie wights withoutalſ dread and awe 
Of the Iudge eternal, for worlds yainepromotion, * ' 
More to man then God did beare ourwhole deuotion;.' 


The Lawes wedid interpret and ſtatutes ofthe Land, - 
Not truly by the texr, butnewlybya gloſe:- AE 
And words thatwWere'moſtplaine, when they by vs wereskand; 
We turned by conftriiftionto'a Welchmanshoſe,. 6 
Whereby mihy a'6nebeth le and land didloſe : TO 
Yetthis wemade'our meanc to mountaloft onmules, ' © 
And ſeruing titre&andturnes, peruerted lawes and rules; 
BOY 


Thus climin atdcontentin alvwa VIP, IPOD 2h , $1223; 
From high »oto bighal band thiw | oe Apree > 23:19159/ 
The hony dew of Fortune @fafton ysthd drop, © | */ 
That of King'Rivbiardy/coutiſell we came tobe moſt nie 2 | 
Whoſe fauatttoatrame wewere full firie and he. ws 
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Soworking Law like waxe, the ſubie&twas norſure 
Oflife, of land, nor goods, but atthe Princes will, | 
Which cauſed his Rog 16 the ſhorter time to dure: - 
For claiming power abſolute both to ſaue and pill, 
The Prince thereby preſumed his people for to pill, 
And ſethis luſts for Law, and will had reaſons place, 
No more buthang and draw, there was no better grace. 


Thus the King outleaping the limits ofhis Law, 
Not raigning butraging, as youth did himentice, 
Wiſe and worthie perſons from Court did daily draw, 
Sage counſell ſet at naught, proud yanters were in price, 
And royſters bare the rule, which waftedall invice : 

Of riot and excefle, grew ſcarciticandlacke, 

Oflacking came taxing, and ſo went wealthto wracke, 


The Barons of the not bearing this abuſe, 
nbledb aſſent, 
ecing neither reaſonnor treatiecould induce 
The King in any thing his cigour torelent, 
Maugre his Kingly might they call d a Parlament, 
Frankeand free forall men without checke to debate 
As well for weale publique, as forthe Princes tate, 


Iathis high aſſemblic, great things were proponed 
Touching the Princes{tate, his regaltic and crowne, 
By reaſon that the Kingi(which much was tobe moned) 
Withoutr egard atall ofhdnor or renowne, 


Miſled by ill aduice, had curn'd all yplide downe, 
Forſuretic of whoſe Rate, them thoughtit did behone 
His Counſellours corrupt by reaſon toremoue ; 


Among whom, Robert Veer, call'd Duke of Ircland, 


With Micha Delepole of Suffolke new made Earle, 


Of Yorke alſo then Archbiſhop, diſpatcht out of hand, 
With Brembreof Londonafull vncurteous churle : 


Some learned in the Law in exile they did hurle : 


But Ipoore Treflian (becauſe I was the chicfe) 
Was nee tothe FW vilely asa thiefe, as 


7 e Saf FL 
'286 Robert Treſihian, tc. 

Lo the fine of falſhood,; ſtipend of corruption, | 7/6 
The fee of double fraud, the fruits it doth procure'; . - > 
Yee Iudgesvponearth, letour iuſtpunition” © 2s 
Teach you to ſhake off bribes; andkeepe your hands fill pure;” 
Riches and promotion be vaine IE voſure, 0%: 

The fauour of a Prince isan vntruftic ſtay, 
Bur Iuftice hathafee thatſhall remaine alway. 


What glorie can be greater vip ns or ian, F 
Then by paths of Juſtice in indgementto proceed?- 
So dueſy and'fo truly the Lawes forto ſcan; 
That right may takehisplace witholiitre -or meed, 
Set apart all flatterie and vaine worldly dreed, 
Set God before-youreyes, the moſt iuſtIudge ſupreme, 
Remember well yourteckoning at the dayextreme. - 


Abandon all affray, be foothfalt inyour fawes, 
Be conſtant and carelefſeef mortals difpleaſure, 


With eyes ſhut and hands loſe you ſhould pronouncethe layes, | 


Eftceme not worldly goods, thinke thereis a treaſure+ - 

More worth then golc athouſarid times iri/'valtire, 
Repoſed for all fichasrighteouſnefſeenſiie,”' > - 
Whereof youcannot faile, the promiſermade istrue, 


IfTudges in our daies would ponder well in mind 

The fatall fall of vs, for wreſting Law and right, - | 

Sach ſtatntes astouch life ſhouldnor be tlius defin'd * 

By ſenſes conſtrained,againſttruemeaning quite,*-:- 

As well they might affirme the blacke for to bewhite :”. 
Wherefore we wiſh they-would our atand end compare, : . 
And weighing well the caſe, they will we truſt beware. - 
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ION SAC vie | 23r | 
HOW SIR THOMAS OF 
WOODSTOCKE-DVKE OF 
Gloceſter, vacle to King Kichdrd theſecond,,” © 
was unlawfully murdertd,. An, Dom, © 
| 1397- | 


==p== Hoſe ate abliſhtis; in feeming molt ſare;; q 
PP! And fo farfromdangerofForrunesblaſts, | | 
REES As by the compaſſe of mans conieQure, | 
WA'A'g yg Nobraſen pillermay be fixt morefaſt : 

=_—— Yct wanting the ſtay of prudent forecaſt, 
When froward FortuneliRt for to frowne, 
May ina moment turne vpſide downe, /' 


Inproofe whereof, O Balawine, take paine, 
Tohearken a while to Thomas of Woodſtocke, 
Addrefle in preſence his fate to complaine, . 
Inthe forlorne hope of Engliſhflocke: - 
Extratby deſcent from the royall Rtocke, 
Sonne to King Edward, third of that narne, 
Andſecond to nonein glorieand fame. 


This noble father to maintaine my ate, 
With Buckingham Earledome did me-indow;--- 
Both Nature and Fortune to-me were great, 
Denying me noaght which they mightallow:: - 
Their fundrie graces in me did foflow, 
As beaurie, ftrength, high fauour and fame, 
Who may of God more wiſh then the ſame? 


Brothers we were to thenumber ofſenen, ''- 
Ibeing the ſixt, and/yongeſtbut one: ' 
Amore royall race wasnot vnder heauen, 
More ſtout or more ſtately of Romacke and perſon,, 
Princesall peereleſſe in cach condition: - 

Namely Sir Edward, calfd the blacke Prince,” 
When had England the like before or ſince ?'-- 


But what of all this, anymant'aſſure, -. 

In ſtate vncarefull of Fortunes variance? 

Sith daily and hourely weſceitin vre, 

That where moſt cauſe is of affiance, | 

Euen there is found moſt weake aſſurance. 
Let none truſt Fortune, but follow reaſon : 

 F6roftenwe ſee in truſt is treaſon, 


$2 Thomas Dukeof Qloceſter, 


This prouerbe in proofe ouer true I tried, 
Finding high treaſon in place ofhigh truſt : 
And moſt fault of faith where I moſi afhed, 
Being, by them that ſhould have been iuſt, 
Traytcrouſly entrapt, ere I could miſtruſt, 
Ah wretched world what it is to.truſt thee, 
Letthem that will learne now hearken to mee, 


AfrerKing Edwardthe thirds deceaſe, 
Succeeded my nephew Richard to raigne, 


Who for his _ and honors encreaſe, 


With princely wages did me entertaine, 

Againſtthe Frenchmen to' be his Chieftaine. 
So paſſing the ſeas with royall puiſſance, 
With God andS. George I inyaded France. 


Waſting the countrie withſwordand with fire, 
Ouerturning townes, high caſtles and towers, 
Like Mars god of warre enflamed with ire. 
I forced the Rt tabandon their bowers : 
Where euer we marchtI wan atall howers, 

In ſuch wiſe viſiting both citie and village, 


That alway myſouldiers were laden with pillage, . 


With honor and triumph was myreturne, 
Was none more joyous then yong King Richard : 
Who minding more highly my ſtateto adorne, 
With Gloceſter Dukedomedid mereward: 
And afterin mariageT was prefer'd 
Toa daughter of Bohwran Earle honorable, 
By whom I wasof England high Conſtable, 
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"homas Duke of GlheceSter. 


Thus hoyſed hi gh on Fortunes wheele, 

As one on a ftageattending a play, 

Seth not on which fide the Caffoid doth reele, 
Till timber and poles and all flie away : 

So farcdit by me : for day by day, 


As honor encreaſed Tlooked tl Higher, 
Not ſeeing the danger of my fond defier. 


For Fortunes loud thusrunning with full ftreame, 
And IaDuke deſcended of great Kings, 
Conſtable of En ys , Chiefe officer of the Realme,. 
Abuſed with deſperance in theſe yaine things, 
Iwcnt without feere, and flew without wings, 
Preſuming ſo far ypon my high ſtate, 
That dread ſet apart, my Ptirice Iwould mate.. 


For whereasKings haue counſell of their choice, 
To whom they referre the rule of their Land, 
With certaine familiars inwhomto reioyce, 

For pleaſure orprofit, as the caſe ſhall and, 

' Inot bearing this, would needstake in hand, 

| Maugrehis will, thoſe perſonsto diſgrace, 

Andfor to ſettle qthersintheir place, 


Butasan old booke faith, who will aſſay 

About the Cats necke to hang on a bell, 

Had firſtneed to cut the Cats clawes ou 4 

Leftifthe Cat be curſt, and not tam'd well, 

She with her nailes may claw himto the fell : 
Soputting the bell about the Cars necke, 
Imnaduiſed caughtacruell checke, - 


Reade well the ſentence oftheRatrenown'd, h 

Which-Pierce theplowman deſcribes in his dreame, 

And whoſo hath witthe ſenſe to expound, 

Shall find that to curbe the Prince of a Reame, 

Keuen (as whofaith) to ſtriue with the treame: 
Note this all ſubie&s, andconfirue it well, 


 Andbuſie notyour braints'bour the Cats bell: 


* 
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But in that yee be Lieges learne Cobay, | 

Submitting your willes to your Princes Lawes:: 

It fits nota ſubie&thave hisownewayz: 1 3/1111 

Remember this prouerbe of the Cats clawes.: | 

For Princes like Lions haue long large pawes. . ., 
Thatreachatrandon,and whom they once twitch, 
They claw to the bone before the skin itch, 


But to my purpoſe, Ibeing once bent, 

Towards the atchicuing of my attemptate, 

Foure bould Barons were of mine aſſent, 

By oath and alliance faſtly confederate ; 

Firſt Herrie of Derby an Earle of eſtate, 
Richard of Arundell, and Thomas of Warwicke, 
With Mowbray the Marſhall, aman moſt waglike, 


At Ratecote Bridge afſembled ourband, 
The Commons in cluſters came to, vs that day 
To dant Robert Yeere, then Duke of Ireland, 
By whom King Richard was ruled alway : 
We put him to flight, and brake hisarray, 
en maugrethe King, his leaue os aſſent, 
We by our power didcallaParlament. 


Where not in Robes, but withour Baſlards bright, 
We came to paxle of the publique weale, 
Confirming our quarell with maine and-mighe, .- 
With ſwords and no words we tried our appeale, 
In ſtead of reaſon declaring our zeale, ' 
And whom ſo we knew, withthe King in grace, 
Weplainly depriutd of power and place, 


Somewith ſhort proceſſe wei&baniſhtthe.Land; Mbit 


Some executed with capitall paine,  ... - af 

Whereof whoſo liſt, the whole tvnidetſtand, 

In the Parlamentrollit appeareth plaine, 

And further how ſtoutly we did the King ſtraing, 
Therule of his Realme wholly torefigne, /- ;) /; 

' To theorderofthoſe;zwhom we didaffigne, ; 
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The King inflamed wich indig 

That to fch bondage he ſhould be. 

Suppreſling the ire of his inward thought,, . .- . 
Studied nought elſe but how thathe might 
Be highly reuenged of this bigh deſpite, 


Aggreen'd was alfo this latteroffence, ' 
With'former matter his ire torenues:' ©: 
For once at Windfore I brought'to his preſence 
The Maior of London with all his retinue, 
Toaskea reckoning of the Realmesreuenue: 

And the ſouldiers of Breſt by me wete made bold, 

Their wages to claime when the towne was fold. 


For asfire ll quencht wry bombar nh 
do 


And ſores not well falued 


e breake out of new... 


$0 hatred hidden inan irefull hart, 


Where it hath had long ſeaſon tobrew,. 
Vpon euery occafiondoth eafily renew :- 


Not failing atlaſtifit benotlet, 


Topay large vſury beſides the due det, | 
C113 O77 > 40; 
Euen ſoit fared by this friendſhip fained,  -- 
Outwardly ſound, and inwardly ronen:!.;/ 
For when the Kings faugurin ſeeming was 
All old difpleaſures forgiuen and f 


Eventhen at a ſuddaine' 


1 


hothas Duke of Glocester. 


But note the ſequele of ſuch preſy 
Aﬀter we had thefe miracles wroug =: 
nagzon,: -. 


brought, 


# n x 
_ 
W ah 2; 
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- 


- Theſe griefes remembred with all theremnanr, 
Hourded in his hart hate out of meaſure, 
Yetopenly in ſhew made he no femblant, 

By word or by deed to beare diſpleaſure : 

Butloue dayes difſembled do nener indure, 
And whoſo truſteth a foe reconcild, 
Iforthe moſt part alwaies beguild, 


a 5 I; : , 
the ſbaft was ſhocren, 
Which pierced my heartvoid ofinii d. 
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For! —_—— Lo ol2up3i tie. :6:100 Wl 
Byacalon of ſicknefle which held'me full fre, 7 £13 bai 29308 H 
The King cfoying me apartfr6m theſe; as ar 20:40 ol 


With whom1 confederadenbandbſre,” ſz IT be od 01541. 03 2507 
Thought it not meete t6 tra thetime more; MACQT! þ 
Bur glad to take ineatſhchavantage; p23 444 

Came to ſalute me with friendly viſage, 


Who hauing a band bound+o-his bent,” -/ ': ir 44 + | bon ynnd | 
Bycolour of kindnefſe to viſite his Eame, :- 1 + 
Tooke time to accompliſh his cruell intent : | 24] 
| Andin a ſmall veſſell downe bythe kreame, - 
Conueid me to Calis outof the Realme, : :  : - 

Where without pracefic or. doome of my —_— | 

Not naturebittmurder abridged my yeetes, :: 


This a&t was odious to God and to man, . 

Yet rigour to cloake-in habit of reaſon, 

By craftic compaſſe deuile they can, _ 7 eh 

Articles nine of right Dons treaſon,; "SH HEY he 

But doome after death, ig ſure out SPED, F mM > Hi W , 
For who euer ſaw ſo orrn aprehd "SURE 
As execution done before: Hndgement. _ 


ry 


Thus hate harboured in depth of minde, 

By ſought occaſion burſt ourafnew;, * cal ont Aon 11 
And cruelty abuſedthe fav of kitide,”. dy C40: 2% "HESTON 
When that the Nephuethe Vnecle New.- I er 
Alas King Richard, ſore mayfti eo, 36. Wh OW EEE 


Of thy hard deſtiny to haſten! he day = nd y 6170/4 
353 Coli 3U «af wh SRC UL 

For bloud axeth bloud as guerdon = = | £ 

And vengeance for yengeatice ifiultewards yd boot tf ol cows Het 


O righteous God thy ao. 9a 4 bots thor 31 I And 
For looke whatmioaſure weotherawaedy! MIBL 2g ntl] S000 nor 0h The 


The fame for vs againeigprepar Us 91390 en) galeit ib blot WM wi 
Take heed ye Pranevs erunpi pat. Ae wnodenoud Bad 
Bloud will haue bloud either ortaſtyci ho522iq raid B 

6315 iG,Refepiy or! 20cm Ts 35:2 l&..-} A 
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A 
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l HOW THE: EORD'MOVY- 
1 Y- brey, promoted by Kang g Richard the EDA. 
'. totheſtateofaDukewasbyhim baniſbgd!, y vd 
þ | ay ney ge fs b1o.] af 


MYA ane" 01 
x bl 

en ame ae +} \ «7 -> ra tY 

ad : "1 & & 4 mw 


YO My lothſomie life;and'deathoftye delerued,”. vg 
| Yecthatthepainesthereofmay othet-peprce ' | - . 
1 | Toleaue the like; keft they behkewiſe ſerued: 

—_ S Ah Baldwinemarke; and <chow:har Lſiwerued, 
Diſſcmbling; an that bee); 15.17 
Ofall their Toftes haveſhe cirpoweron Wee to 


Iblame not Fortune, though ſhedidher pit; cored 9 
| Andtrueitis ſhe candolittltharnie:t --; © 092103 2dT 
She guideth goods,ſhe hampreth notthe hone, -- Io 91: bed 
Aminde we bent, is ſafe from every charme.[!_'/ :.;.;-;; * lou? 
Vice,only vice,with her ſtout firengthleſoanme,. 7! ME 
Doth cauſe the ay 7190s 1p ar Gl eiobiigot 
Which 1, alas,\doe finde toe. trueby mine- 01: 157045) 2 
Forwhere by birth Tcame of noblerace, |: F: 512k 9b i447 


The Mowbreys heire, a fainous houſe and old. —_ eroO 
Fortune I thanke,gaue me:ſorgood a; 2c $ 2$5151} 95il; Ft © { 
That ofmy Prince Fhadwhatol would's »:, : ot1d 3d 01 
Yerneither was to other gteatly hold. +11: 515; 4-4tice 3. 1 
ForIthought flattery wrong 7d his: wanton your, 
Andhis foad'truſt augmented my vntruth. 


WY Hemade me firſt the Earle ofNoxi 2b om a; blodd 
' WH AndMarſhall ofthe Realmeinwhic —— 9922 Paft obing 107 
: WH ThePeeres and peopes ioiritlytbMme.came;>.) vr 2 3 four of 


c 


With fore complaint; againſt themithae ofllate” | It Pyro 39: oe 
| I Padofficers hadbroughrtheKing int batey. -. »/;; 69 113 04's 
By making fale of Tuftce;righs, andTiawe,. bedod SturosH” 


| Andliuing naughty withouraeeesdermor: o6:99tbnA , 


ee rr aa te ee ee Ie nnd ey es ee neg br FO ee AAAS ts ns 


2:8 Thomas A lowbrey 


And wentto London with an army firong, 
And cauſ'dtheKin p4grinſ his willopprefie 
By cruell death; all uchasled himpwrohg: | 
> Lord chief Iuſtice ſuffered theſe 
So did the Steward ofhis houſehold head, 
The Chancellorſcapte, forhe afore had fled, 


Theſe wicked men thusfrom the King remou'd, 
Who beſt vs pleaf'd ſucceededin their place? 
For which bath Kingand Commons much vslou'd, 
But chiefly 1 with all food high in _—_— | 
The King enſu'd my redein euery 
Whence ſelfe-louebred: fort Nor rake prowd, 
 Andprideaye feeks alone to 


Wherefore to th'end Imightalone injoy - ,- 

The Kings good will, Imadehisluftmylawes 

And where oflate] labour dto — 

Such flattering folke; as thereroſtood in awe, 

NowlearnedI amongtheteftto clawe: > 
For prideis ſuch, iFicbe kindly 


Pridepricketh men to flatter forthe pray, 

Toppreſle and poll for maint'nance ofthe Game, 

To malice ſuchas matchynerhsirmay* ' | 

And tobe briefe, pride doththe hearr inflame,.- 

To fire what miſchiefe any fraud wiay frame, 
Andftillatlengththe Cath by irwroughe - |! [+ 
Confoundhe worker,and bring himto ra 


Beholdin me dueproofeof euery pare : r 
For pride firſt forced tne coy Prices roBlittes >: 


Were't nereſo ill, Ithoughtalawfull marrer, ' - + 
Which cauſd the Lordsafreſh againfthim clarters. 
Becauſe he had bis h6ldsbeyond ſeaſold, 
. Andſcene kis uk ofchir wages pod, 


BE 
®* + =2 


* 


Lgaicthemaidtheſcevilsroredueſſe; | |) TO VA7 | 


As ftroyeth good; and ies yp every naught, al If 


So much, that whatſoenerpleaſ dhigheart' thank 291297 of! 
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Thomas Mowbrey. 
Though vntoall theſe ilsI were a frend, 
Yet ſuch was luck thateach man deemed no: 
eDukeof Gloceſter forme did ſend, 
With other Lords,whoſe hears did bleede for woe, 
To ſee the Realme ſo faft to-ruine goe. 
In fault whereof, they faid the two Dukes were, 
The one of Yorke,the other Lancaſter, 


On whoſe remoue from being about the King 

Weall agreed, and fwarea folemne oth, 

And whilſt the reſt prouided for this thing, 

TflattererI, to win the praiſe of troth, 

Wretch that I was, brake faith and promiſe both : 
For | bewraied to th'King their whole intent, 
For which yawares they all were tane and ſhengy. 


"Thus was the warder of che Common weale, 
| The Duke of Gloſter guiltlefle made away, 
With other moe,more wretch1ſo to deale, 
Who through votruth their truſt did ill berray ? 
 Yetby thismeanes obtained I may Preys 
OfKing and Dukes I found for this ſuch fauour, 
Asmade me Duke of Northfolke for my labour, 


But ſee how pride and enuy iointly runne, 
Becauſe my Prince did more than me prefer, 
Sir Henry Bolenbroke, the eldeſt ſonne: 
Of lohn of Gaunt, the Duke of Lancafter, 
ProudIthat would alonebeblafing ftarre, 
Enuide this Duke, fornought ſaue that the ſhine 
Ofhis deſerts did gliſtermore thenmine. | 


Toth'end therefore hislightſhould be theleſle, 
pyfongin ell Gf to put him-out': wn | 
utas the poize that would thepalme re > 
Doth cauſe the bowes ſpredlarger nn; about; 
-'. WW $9 ite and enuy cauſeth glory ſprour, / 
| And aye the moretliecopigouentrod;.. | | 
, The deeper doth the ſoundroote- ſpredabrode, | 
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For when this Hezry Duke of Hetford faw, 
What ſpoile the King wadeof the noble bloud, 
And that without all Iuſtice; cauſe; orlawe, :- 
To ſuffer him, he thoughbnorſurenor ootty' 
Whercfore to me log inonechoog;”! /!s i: 
As touching this, he fullybrake his dey: 
Asto his friend that ſhould remedy finde, 


ButT, although Ikneyymy Prince did ill; 

So that my harte abhorred rar L9BM01 29511 

Yet mifchiefe ſo throughrmaliceled-my: will Ie 3] 

To bring this Duke from honour vato.thame,.: © | 

And toward my ſelfe;my ſoueraigne to cnn, 
That Ibewraied his word vrito Dang r | 
Not as a read, butd9ahainous thing, 


Mo 


Thus where my duty botiud me-toihaut told: 
My Prince his fault, and, wild him to ra 


Which turnd at length both himzand meto paine +- 
- Woe, woe to Kings whoſercounailoiirsdoe faine;'': 
Wor, woe to Realmes where ſuch are putin al, 
As leauethe Law;to ſerue the Princes luſt, >: 


And woe to him that by hisflattering reed, 
Maintaines a Prince in ayy:kindofvice: 
Woe worth him cke for enuy, pride of od, 


And dueforill, ill daersdothacquite;-!!/';; |: 
For when the Dukewwxhargedwithayiplaine; * -" 15 


Through flattery loe, I didhis i vpboldz: 1 50h 


That miſreportsan honeſtenverpriſe; -:/:;£ wn rn” 0 
Becauſe I beaſt in all theſe rabies ve. 3! 
The plagues of all rogether onimelighe;. 3% 


He flat denied that any part wane; 2119 © #Nichh Vis nr igioot yt 


Andclaimd by armeyManſworeibivatckine -: 1 260g Doion oa ae 
And = vie that warlike feates well knew, > 10d 21 111523! 
To his defire incontinently drew: + :-/; f wi. 
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WherewiththeKing Mg Boop 
As onethar paſbhotduhich-inb whomirweney> - :299b all 


At 


Due are 


Attime and place appointed we appeard;; -: 

Atall points armd to proue our quarels iuft, 

And when our friehds:on:cachparthad ys cheard, 
And thatthe Heralds bad ys doe ourlufty; | -: 1 - 
d With ſpeare inreftwetooke a'courſe toiuft 2- 

But cre our horſes had run halfe their way, 


A ſhout was made; the King commanded ſtay, 
And for tauoid the {heading of our bloud 


With ſhame and death, which one muſt needes hand had: 


The King through counfaileof the Lords thought good. 
Fobaniſh both, which iudgmentfiraight was rad; ;' 
| Nomaruell then though both were wroth and fad, fe. 
. But chiefly I chat was exilde for aye; - | 
My enmie irang'd but for a ten yeares day. 


The date expir'd, v-hen.by this dolefiill dome / 
I ſhould depart, to-liue in baniſhtband, 
On paine of death to England notto come, 
Iwent my way »the King ſealde in his hand = 
Mine offices,my honours, goods andland, :-: 
Topay the s (as openlyhe told): : 
Of mighty ſummes, which1 hadfrom him pol &> 


See, Baldwine, ſee, the ſolary of finne, 


Marke with that meed vile yices are rewarded : » bs Ting 


1 Through enuy I did loſe both kith and kinhe, . - 
And formy flattering plaintſo well regarded, : 
Exile and ſhame are iufily me awarded : 
My wifeand heire lacke lands and layfull right,: 
And me their Lord made DameDianaes Knight, 


Iftheſe miſhapsat _ beenotenough, ':: 
Adioine to them myſorowesin exile :- : - 
I wentto Almuaine feſt, a Landrightrough, 


£201 


% 
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In which I found ſuch churliſh Folke at vile, oy 


n As made melothe.my lifeech other while : 
s Therelo Llearnd -Sa iStobe a geſt .. Tc 
Abroad, and whacta liveathomein reſt. vs 
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292 Thomas «Mombrey 
For they eſteeme no one man more then each, 
They vic as well the lackey as the Lord, + 
Andlike their maners churliſhin.their{peech, 
Their lodging hard, their boordtobe abhor'd: 
Their pleyted garments therewith well accord, ' 
All iag dand frounft, with diuers colours decker, 
They ſweare,they curſe,and drinke till they be fleckt. 


They hate all ſuch as theſe their manners hate, 
Which reaſon would no wiſe man ſhould allow » 
With theſe I dwelt, lamenting mineeſtate, 
Till at the length they had got knowledge; how 
Iwas exil'd, becauſe I did auow | 
A falſe complaint againftmy-ruſtie friend, 
For whichthey nam'd me traytour ſtillynhend : 


That what for ſhame and what for wearines 
Iftole from thence, and went to Venice towne, 
Whereas I found more caſe and friendlines, 
But greater griefe :for now the great renowne 
Of Polenbroks whom I would haue put downe, ' 
Was waxt ſo great inBritaine andin France, 
That Vencie through, eachiman did him aduance. 


Thus loe his glorie grew through great deſpite, 

AndI ra no. in def Re Þ 

Thus enuie euerdoth her moſtacquite - 

With trouble, anguiſh, forow, ſmartand ſhame, 

But ſets the vertues ofher foe in flame : | 
Like water waues which clenſe the muddie ftone, 
And ſoyles themſeluesby beating thereupon, 


Or ere Thad ſojonrn'd there ayeare, 

Strange tidings came he was to England gone, 

Had ane the King,and that which couch d himneare, 

Impriſoned him with other of his fone, 

And made himyeeld him yp his Crowne and throne : 
Whenltheſe things for true by ſearch had tried, 
Griefe gripte meſo, Ipin'd away and died, 


Note heere the end of pride, ſee flatteries fine, 
Marke the reward of enuic and complaint, 
And warne all people from'them to decline, 
Left likely fault do find the likEatraint, 
Let this my life to thembea reſtraint : 
By others harmes wholifteth takeno hced, 
Shall by his owne learne other better reed, 
T. Chnrchyard. 


HOVV KING RICHARD 
THE SECOND WAS FOR HIS 


euil] gouernance depoſed from his ſeate, in_. 

the yeare 1399. and murdered in priſon the 

geare following. 

$9EY Appie is the Prince, that hath in wealth the grace 
v/ C | To follow yertue, keeping vices ynder; 
— {> But woeto him whoſe will hath wiſdomesplace: 
5 (@ For whoſo renteth right and law afunder, 
On himatlengthall the world ſhall wonder, 


High birth, choice fortune, force, nor Princely mace, 
Can warrant King or Keyſer fromthe cafe, 


Bchold my hap, ſee how the filly rout 

Onme do gaze, and each to other fay : 

See where he lieth, butlate that was ſo ſtout, 

Lohow the power, the pride, and rich aray 

Ofmightie Ruters lightly fade away. 
The King whicherft keptall the Realme in doubt, 
The verieſt raſcall now dare checke andflout, 


Methinke T heare the people thus deuiſe : 
Wherefore Baldvine, {ith thou wilt declare 
How Princes fell, to make the living wiſe, 
Mylawlefſe life in no point ſee thou-ſpare, 
But paintit our, that Rulers maybeware _ 
Good counſel}, law, or yertue to deſpiſe, |. 
ForRealaigs hayg ploy pcRllery haven (le dn big. 9 
ah AZ 


5&3 * 4.4 


"294 RAiny Richardtbeſecond. 


I was a King, whoruled all by luſt, 
Forcing bur light of Tuſtice, right, or Law, 
Putting alwaiesflatterersfalſein truſt, 
Enſuing ſuch as could my vices claw, 
By faithfull counſellpaſling notan haw, 
As pleaſure prickt, ſoneeds obey I muſt, 
Hauirig delight to feed and ſerue the guſt: 


Which to maintaine, my people were ſore pol'd 
With Fines, Fifteenes, and loanes by way of reſt, 
Blanke Charters,oaths,and ſhifts nor knowne of old, 
For which the Commons did me ſore detelt. 
Ialſfo fold the noble towne of Breſt, 

My fault wherein becauſe mine vncle told, 

I Fund the meanes that he to death was ſold, 


None aide Tlackt in any wicked deed, 

For gaping Gulles whom Ipromoted had. 

Would further all in hope of higher meed. 

There can no King imagine ought ſo bad, 

But ſhall find ſome that will performe it glad : 
For (ickneſſe ſeldome doth fo ſwiftly breed, 
As humours ill do grow the griefe to feed. 


My life and death the truth of this hath tri'd : 

For while I fought in Ireland with my foes, 

Mine vncle Edmund whom left to guide 

My Realme at home, rebelliouſly aroſe 

Percies to helpe, which plied my depoſe : 
And call'd from France Earle Bo/erbroke, whom T1 
Exiled had for ten yeares there tolie, 


For comming backe this-ſudden ftur to ſtay, 
The Earle of Worſter whom Ttruſted moſt, 
(WhilesI in Walesat Flint my caſtle lay, 
Both torefreſh and multiplie tnine hoſt 
There in my hall, in fight ofleaftand mot, | 
His aff did breake,which wasmy houſhold ſtay, 
, Bad each makeſhift, and rode himifelfe away, 
Þ + 


My 


King Richard the ſecond. 
| MySteward falſe thus being fled and gone, 
My ſeruancs ſlie ſhranke off on euery (ide, . 
Then caught I wasand led ynto my fone, 
Who for Nie Prince no Palace did rouide, 
Butprifon ſtrong, where Hexrie putt with pride 
Cauſde me refigne my Kingly ſtare and throne, 
And fo forſaken left and poſt alone. 


Yet ſome confſpir'd their new King t -_=_ downe, 
Andto that end a ſolemne oath they ſwore, - 
Torender me my royall ſeate and Crowne, | 
Whereof themſelues deprived me before. ' - 
Butlate medcinescan helpe no ſorkbind ſore 2 
When ſwelling flouds haue ouerflowen the towne, 
Toolate it is tofaue them that ſhall drowne : 


For though the Peeres ſer Henrie in his ſtate, 
Yet could they not diſplace him thence againe : 
And where they ſoone depriued me of late, 
They could reſtore me by no manner paine, 
Things hardly mend; butmay be mar'damaine, 
And when a man.isfallen in froward fate, 
Stillmiſchiefes light one on anotherspate. 


For when the King did know thatformy cauſe, 

His Lords in maske would kill himona night, 

To daſh ali doubts he tooke no farther pauſe, 

But Pierce of Exton a cruell ng Ns 

ToPomfret caſtle ſent him armed bright, | 
Who caulſelefſe kill'd me there againſt all lawes, 
Thus lailefle lifeto lawlefle death aye drawes, 


6. Ferrers. 


HOW 
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HOW OWEN GLENDOYR: SE ; 
DVCED BY FALSE. PROPHESIES, 
tooke vpon him to be Prince of Wales, and 7 

was by Henric Prince of England-chaſed to 
the Monuntaines, where he miſerablie died 
for lacke of food, An, 140i. 


FTA - Pray thee Ba/dwine firh thoudoeſt entend 
ZE SEE Toſhewthefallofluchasclimbe coo hie, 

9/2: Ra Remember me, whoſemiſerable end 

ES FRE) May tcach a man his viciouslife toflie. 

S20— Oh Fortune, Fortune, out on thee I crie: 

My liuely corpsthou haſt made leaneand ſlender, : - 

For lacke of food, whole nanie was Owey Glendowr es. .- 


A Welchman borne, and of the Troianblood, 

But ill brought vp, whereby full well I find, 

That neither birth nor linage make vs good, 

Though it be true that Car will after kind. -:- 

Fleſh gendreth fleſh, but nt the ſoule or mind, 
They gender not, but.foulely.do degender,: - 
When men to vice from yertue them ſurrender, 


Each thing by nature tendeth to the fame 
Whereof it came, andiisdiſpoſee likei:' i): - fry of 
Downe finkes the mould, vp rhownts the fierie flame; /.. + 
With horne the Harz,wich hoofe the Horſe doth firike; 
The Wolfe doth ſpoile, thefuttleFoxe dothpike, | 

Andto concen nofiſh, fleſh;fowle or plant, 

Of their true damexhe propertic doth want, ; 


But as for men, fith ſeuerally they haue 
A mind, whoſemagers axe 4 learning made, | 
Good bringing vpall only doth them ſaue | 
In honeſt acts, which with their parents fade: | L 
So that grue entric Randeth in the trade 
iOf # 15life, not inthe ine: 
For bloodis brute, but gentre is diuine, 


Experienee 


Owen Glendour. 
Expericncedoth cauſe me thus to ſay; 
And that the rather for my countrimen, | 
Which vaunt and boaſt themſelues aboue the day, 
If they may ftraine their ftocke from worthie men; 
Which let be true, are they the better then? 

Nay farre the worſe, iffo they be not-good, 

For why, they ſtaine thebeawtie of their blood. 


How would we mocke the burden-bearing ale,” 
Ihe would brag he were an horſes ſon, - . |, - 
Toprefle his pride (might nothing elſe him rule) ... >: 
Hisboaſts to proue no more but bid him run : | 
The horſe for ſwiftneſle hath his glorie won, 
The braging mule could nere = more aſpier, 
Though he: ſhould proue that Pegs was his ers 


Fach man may crake of that whichwas his ane, 
Ourparents good is theirs, and yo whit ours 3 
Who therefore will of noble birth beknowne, 
Orſhine in vertue like his anceſtours, ' 
Gentrie conſifterh not.in/lands and towers : 
Heis a churle though allthe world were his, 
Yea Arthars heire if that he live amis, 


For vertuous life a Gentleman doth ths | 

Ofher poſſeſſour, all be hepoore as 1ob, 

Yeathough no name. of e can. takes. 

For Pong. take Merlin fachered hyar no, 

But who ſo ſets his mindro ſpoile and | 
Although he comeby due deſcent = Bra, 
Heisachurle, ie 1 vile, and brute... 


_ rt let? wan + 4-4 FIN 
uſe my parents naughtly brougt meWP3: : 
Fer Gund (they ſaid)-was nought'o fit, WI 


Astoartaft by bold tremprsthe cup. 


Ofconqueſts wine, wherepf I tho EY att $;: >) "fi 
And therefore bentmy ſelf toro bandrive, .. 2139 9] 
And wham Icouldaflandgandg ods deprivee - 1]: 21217 


298 Owen Glendour. 
Hevrie the fourth did then vſurpe the Crowne, 
Deſpoil'd the King, with CMorrimer the heire : 
For which his ſubie&s ſought to put him downe, 
And TI while Fortune offered me o faire, 
Did what I might his honor to appaire *: 
And tooke on me to be the Prince of Wales, 
Entiſte thereto by Propheſies and tales. 


BY 


For which, ſuch matesas wait ypon the ſpoile, 

From euery part of Wales ynto me drew 2 

For foytering youth vntaughr in any 'toile, 

Are readicayeall miſchiefe toenſue. 

Through helpe of theſe ſo great my lorie grew, 
ThatTI defied my King through loftic heart, 
And made ſharpe warre on all that tooke his parr. 


Sce lucke, I tooke Lotd Rgjwold Gray of Rithen,” 


And him enforſt mydaughter to efpoule, 

And ſo perforce I held him till, and fithen 

In Wigmore land throughbartell rigorous, 

Icau bs 4 the rightheire of the crowned'houſe, 
The Earle of March Sir Edmnrd Mortimer, © 
And in adungeon keprhim prifoner,””? - * 


Then all the Marches longing vato Wales, 
By Seucrne Weſt did inuadeandburne : 


ſ : 
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Deſtroyed the townes irtmountainesandinvyales; 


Andrich in fpoiles didqhomeward fafereturne:* * 

Was none ſo old durſt once-againft me ſpurne, ' 
Thus proſperouſly doth Fortune forward call, 
Thoſe whom ſhe minds to give the foreftfall; - 


When fame had brought theſe tidings tothe King) 
Lars, aa ator ne, 1p NNE 


# £43.44 


A mightic armie 'gainftmehedidbnng: © 119, 21 


Whereof the French King being warn'd afore, 
Who mortall hate apainſt King Henrie bore, 
To grieue our foe he quickly to me ſent * , © + 


; $= 
, 


| Tweluc thouſand Erchchimn 6,vnto the fipht all bent, 


Owen Glendour. ' 


Apart ofthem led by the Earle of March, 
Lord /ames of Burbon, arenowned Knight, 
Withheld by winds to Wales-ward forth to march, 
Tooke land at Plimmourh priuily on night : 
And when he had done all he durſt or might, 

Aﬀec that many of his men were ſlaine, 

He ſtole to ſhip and failed home againe. 


Twelue thouſand moe in Milford did arriue, 
And came to me then lying at Denbigh : 
With armed Welchmey thouſands double fiue, 
With whom we went to Worceſter well nigh, 
Andthere encampt vs on a mount on high, 
Tabide the King, whoſhortly after came, . 
Andpitched downe his field, hardby the ſame. 


There eight daies long ourhofts lay faceto face, 

And neither others power durſt aflaile : 

But they ſo opt the paſſages the ſpace, 

That vitailes could not come to our auaile, 

Where through conſtrain'd our hearts began'to faite, 
$o that the Frenchmen ſhrankeaway by night, | 
AndIwith mine to'th mountaines took our flight. 


The King purſued greatly to his coſt, 


From hilles ro woods, ftom woods to valleyes plane: I 


Andby the way his men and fluffeheloft,/ -- 

And when he fv he gained nought but pane, - 

He blew retreate and gate himbome againe*: 
Then with my powerl boldlycame abroad, 
Taken in my countrey fora very god, - + 


Immediatly there fell/aiollyiarre- 


Betweene the Kit and Percierworthieblouds, ” 


Which grew atla yntoadeadly warre: - 
For like as drops engender mightie flouds,' . - 
Andlittle ſeeds fprout forchgreatleaues and buds; - 


Evenſo ſmall irfe;if hey be ſuffered", 
£ reed wrath and wiitre; aid death orthigy be don, ' '/- 
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The King would haue the ranſome of ſuch Scots 

As theſc the Percies tanchadin the field : 

But ſee how ſtrongly Lucre knits her knots, 

The King will haue, the Percies will not yeeld; 

Defire of oods ſome craues, but granteth ſeeld : 
Oh curſed goods, defire of you hath wrought 
All wickednes, that hath or can bee hawk 


mn mm 4.9.4 


The Percies deemd it meeter for the King, 

To haue redeemd their Cofin CAMortmer, 

Who in his quarellall his power did bring 

To fight with mee, that tooke him priſoner, 

Than of their pray to rob his-ſouldier : 
And therefore will'd himſce ſome meane were found, 
To quite forth him whom Ikept vily bound. :; : 


Becauſe the King miſliked their requeſt, : 

They came themſclues and did accord with mee, 

Complaining how the Kingdome was oppreſt - 

By Henries rule : wherefore wee did agree: - : '. 53% thi 

To plucke himdowne, and parttheRealne in threes + ++] 
The north parttheirs, Wales holy be mize, © i 
The reſt, co teftto th Eacle of Marches line, A 


And for to ſet vs hereon moreagog, | 
A Prophet came (ave cetakethemall) 
Afirming Herry to be Ge Bs) on nommeid wo gr” 
Whom Merline doth a Mouldwarpecuer call, | a 
Accult of God thatmuſtbe brought in thrall 

By a Wolfe, a Dragon, and aLion ſtrong, 

Which ſhould diuide hisKingdome them among. -. 


This crafty dreamer made ys three ſych beaſts, | - '- 

Tothinke wee were the forefaid beaſtes;irideed « * 

And for that cauſe our badgesand qur creafts 

Wee ſearched out, which ſcarſly well agreed; - . At a6 

Howbeitthe Hetoldsapt-ar ſuc 4 oh Joo} ob nia, 
Drew downe ſuch ifluesfrorm old antefters,; 11 |! -:; -} 191 1 


Asprou'd thee enlgnes50 bat frelyoun, i 12» (od 
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Owen Glendour. 

Yee crafty Welchmen, wherefore doeye mocke, 

The Noble men thus with your fained rimes? 

YeNoblemen, whyflie ”_ notthe flocke. 

Ofſach as haue ſeduc'd ſo manytimes?... 

Falſe Prophefies are plagues for diners crimes, 
Which God dothlet the diuelliſh fort deuiſe, 
Totrouble ſuch as are not godly wiſe, 


And that appeard by vs three beaſts indeed, - 
. Through falſe perſwafion highlybornein hand, 

That inour feate we could notchuſe bur ſpeed, 

Tokill the King and to enioy his Land ; 

For which exploit we bound our ſelues inband, 
| Toftandcontentedechman with hispart, 
Sofolly did affure ourfooliſh hart,” | 


But ſuch, they ſay, as fiſhbefore the ner, 

Shall ſeldome ſurfet of the pray they take: , 

Ofthings to come the wh "24 vaſer, | 
Thatnone but fooles may warrantof them make: * . 


Thefull affur'd ſuccefſe doth oft forſake... 


EO S520 need 12cfat: 
For Fortune findeth none ole Nom, pens 
of doubt, 


As carelefſe ſors, which caftnokin 


How faiſt thou Henry Hotſpwr,doellic, _ - 

Forthou right manlygau'ithe King a field, . 

And there waſt ſlaine becauſerhou would nor flier 

Thine vncle Thomas Percy foffttayectd,: i: --- 

Didcaſthis head (a wonder ſeethe burſeeld)  - 
From Shrewsbury toivne to'th top of London Bridge, 
Loe thus fond hope did both their lives abridge. =» 


When Herry this reat victor ad woe,” ' 

Deftroid the Pereies heh ene Gries flighe,: 

He did appoiat Prince Herry hiseldeſt fonne, 

With all his power to mcete me ifhe might : 

But I diſcomfit through m iersfight, 
Had not the heart to meete hinrface to face; 

-Burfled away, andhepurſu'd the chaſe, 
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Now Bal4zime matke; for Tcald Prince'of —_— 
And made belecuc Iſhould be he indeed, Mfr 211ho% 
Was made to fly among the hillesanddalek,.. bf RENO 
Where all my men forſookemeatmynecd..'{,;! ;:154l -- y day 10 
Who truſteth loiterersſeeld bath luekly ſpeeds od j 

And when the Captaincs coiitage doth him fale, - 

His ſouldiers hartsa littleching may quaile.';-' ua 16] 


And ſo Prince Henry chaſe7 mg, thatloe ..... jr... 

Ifoundno ace wheeeio I migh tabide: ..- 55... -- rout 

For as the band urſve the filly Doe, (,,_.__._ 7 To a "ou | 

The brache behinde, the. houn £xca TOR de... >-.:.: Mr 

So traſte heymeamong the mounine wide: + tt a ol | 
Whereby 1found I wasthehartleshare,, ry om 
And not che bealttheprophergid declare... ©: "1. 


Andat the laſt: like asthe little roach,, " ER.” | 
Muſtelſe be ear, or leapevponrhe ſhore"! * eB BUY OOI TOON 
When as the hungry pickerell dothn apron, el Hs | 
And there find death whitHir eſtap tdewrey ! 502 07 27510000 Bl 7 
So double death affaulted'm elo ſore 7.290007 260 td 2U0kRY al = | 

aan incenay Yeeld,”- 91it ba1itte Habadt 
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Here ſhameand paine a while wereata ſtrife, | 


+ 9%, "Bo 
' L881 Sos g 
4 S353 bk ane 


Paine bad me yceld, renee: e Ns 1:0: fs Tit prob 
The one bad ſpare, the ortherbadſpen Ezarrt 2 ny Sthxi 
But ſhame (ſhame have: Siencrcanaarict laſk-ninl) {t, a: 11204bok . 
Then hunger gnew, thatidoth dndiRonewullbraſt, ol2r1y a0h nd A 
And made me cateborkt graliel,dart; /and mud, ;.:;; {;:! (1.11 
Andlaftofall my dong 's papfitſhand bloud..;- yl 
DIG On bf = on 50d 
This was mine end SET to hekrs, JE OT OO ONO R 
Yer good enough forlifetharwas HL, ...,... 7.1 dl k 
Where by O Baldwine warns | to Fare” ...« 10 : 
Their youth ſuch loue, tobringshemypin kill, 4 7 
Bid Princes fly falſe prophets lying bill,. "if forth Ti 


And not preſume to.climbe aboue thejr ates: ,* nochb Lak 
For they becfauls Cons,” qua + 
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ISSN Morall Senectrodfinde! Ithyaying, 12d 2a 
= Thatntther kinioinbelRelngdrjark 2tjour': 
£7 efite'fromBotmhe,butureaicdecaying::': Ci 406 
AC No worldly wedkdris ought/autdoubttull inbowlg 
24 N : pages oy 0 CORE Of 292 07 481 
Which now to mirth dothi mildly mempeo itr2 950 © n 
And ſtraight to warre, withmbre fturtdpſtrakes- 5; 


All this full true I Pere: mona) bb; gail y: Is $1::59530 
Which whilom was Earle © <5) bir 1: rl 2935 {if 
And therefore Baidwwine for our ptertsbehoofe; : ib 93d ee baſk 


Tonote mens falles ſich thou ha(ttanein lidnd;; G2] P 
| I would thou ſhoauldmy fare welbynderfiands. gg ifs \ 
F Forfew there whwartdwiegdomana redoubted;- A 

| Whom double Fortanelifteddyandlouted;.! 2 77 S431 v2 1 tA 


's Asfor my kinne their nobletefleisknowen,'s : 2i103 0 - eto 

6 My valiant a&ts were folly; foritepraifey; 1!) - 520: (64 92 217Y 

; Where through our foes ſo aforlreblctbnowen,).. lt” wo! 

7 That who but I yasdoybrodimmy daics :, bluo: 07 2920 mod ar 127 

: And that Kin hand Foatid a all aſfrie®: . rao} [207 

2 For neuer Ce edi. 10h [1277 55 nd ouod: 5 
Butthrough my farcemwetetirticr - dar ERem # 


, Anether I hadlyres Baglnoffihſpalien bed [ £154 Fence ugh 
j Alwaies in office 20d favourwithsbeKihg,! > in: inaf} 23 
by Andby my wite Dame Elchor tiMorfimerg co of i oi 
| Aſonnel fad which ſotchefoes cidfling,): : 
Thatbeing yong, andbucavyery.pring, > - 

Henry Hotſpur hangevs him:ynt narne, :: | - 
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We three triumphedin King Richard: time, 

Till Fortune ought both him andvs a fpite : 

Bur chiefly mee, whom cleere from anycrime, 

My King did baniſh from his fauour quite, 

Proclaiming mee a moſt diſloyall rows by 
Where through falſe ſlander forced meeto bee, 
That which before I did moſt deadly flee. 


Let men beware, how they true folke defanie, 
Or threaten on them the blame of vices nought, 
For infamy breedeth wrath, wreke followeth ſhame : 
Eke open ſlander often times hath brought | 
That to cffcR, thaterſt was neuer thought, 

To bee miſdeem'd men ſuffer ina fort, 

But none can beate the griefe of miſreport. 


Becauſe my King did ſhame mee wrongfully, © 
I hated him and ſoone became his foes | 
And while he did at warrein Ireland lie, 

Idid conſpire to turne his weale towoe : | 
And through the Duke of Yorke and other moe, | .' 
All ms. powerfrom himwee quickly rooke,  - 

And gaue the ſameto Henry Bolenbrooke,' 
Neither did we this onelyfor this cauſe, ol TR 
But to fay truth, force draue vs tothe ſame: 3:3£46TY 
For he deſpiſing Godandallhislawes, ©: (3 919" 
Slew whom hee would, made finnea very game: : 26 5:77 
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And ſeeing nor age nor conſell couldhim tame, '. © 
We thought it well done for the Kingdomes fake, 
To leaue hisrule; that didallrulefortake; © 


But whenSir Herr had attaind hlsplaceg' © 1 # 
Hee ſtraight became irmall Commmſuges hey 22210 nf 25g! 
Deftroiel the.Peeres, and flewKing Richardegrace, tt 
Againſt his oth made ta the Lordsand me, (7 Bid 2 
And ſeeking quarrels how to diſagree, '' / /. 
He ſhamelefly requir'd me and my'ſonne ll 
To yeeld him foes whichwe' in field had wonne,''* i! M 
| J 


My Me et ey 


Earkeof Nofthumberland. 


My nephew alſo Edmund Mortimer, S 
The very heire apparentto the crowne, 
Whom Owen Glendowr held as priſoner, 


With chaines faſt bound in dungeon deepecaſt downe, . 


He wapdld not ranſome, but did fellyfrowne, 
'Gainſt Morrewerand me which for him ſpake, 
And him proclaimedtraytour for our ſake, 


Thus foule deſpite did cauſe ys to conſpire, 
Toputhim downe, as we did R:icharderſt, 
And that we might this matter ſet on fire, 
From Owens Iaile, our colin we remerſt, 
And ynto Glendowr all our griefes rehearſt, 
Who madea bond with Mortimerand mee, 
Topriue the King and part the Realme in three, 


Butwhen King Henrie heard of this deuice, 

To Owen Glendownr he ſped him very quicke, 

Minding by force to ſtop our enterpriſe: 

Andas the diuell would, then fell I ficke, 

Howbeit my brother and ſonne more politicke 
Then proſperous, with an hoſt from Scotland brought, 
Encountred him at Shrewesbury where they fought, 


The one was tane and kill'd, the other ſlaine, 

And ſhortly after was Ower put to flight : 

By meanes whereof I forced was to faine, 

ThatI knew nothing of the former fight. 

Fraud oft auailes moxe then doth fturdie might: 
For by my faining Ibrought himin beliefe, 
Iknew not that wherein my part was chicfe, 


And while the King thus tooke me forhis friend, 
Ifoughtall meanes my former wrong to wreake, 
Which that I mighthring to the ſooner end, 
To the Biſhop of Yorke I did the matter breake, 
And to th'Earle Marſhall likewiſe did Iſpeake, 
Whoſe father wasthrough Herries cauſe exiled, 

' The Biſhops brother 3.4 ponds death defiled, 

62g 7 mY WO on CIDR ITONeD 


—— 


1305 


Theſe 


306 Henry Percie vo9%. 


Theſe ſtraight aſſented to do what they could, bi 
So did the Lord Ha#ings, and Lord Favconbridges *' © 
Which altogether promiſed they would At 51504 
Set all their power the Kings daiestoabridge., Uh 
But ſee the ſpite, before the birds were flidge''— 
The King had word, and {eaſed on'theneft, 
Whereby alas my friends wereall oppreft, 


The bloodie tyrantbroughtthem allto end, 
Excepted me, which into Scorlandfled,” 0 nn TD 
To George of Dunbar th'Earle of March, niy fttend;” 
Who in my cauſe with many more made head: © 
And when on hope of greater aid I fed, 
Both at the Frenchmen and the Flemmings hand, 
Andcould getnone, I tooke ſuchas Ifand; 


And with the helpe of Geo very friend, 

I did inuade Northumberland fllbold, 

Whereas the folke drew to me ſtill on end, 

Bent to death my partie to vphold : INES 

Through helpe * theſe, full many a fort and hold, 
The which the King right manfully had man'd, 
Ieaſcly wonne, and ſeaſedinmyhand; ' 


Not fo content (for vengeance draueme on) 
Tentred Yorkſhire, there to wafte and fpoile : 
But ereI had far in the countrie gone -- © 
The Shiriffe thereof, Raph Rokesbie did affoile 
My troubled hoſt ofmuch part of our toile z 
For he aſſaulting freſhlytooke through power, 
Me and Lord Bardo/phbothat Bramham moore. 


And thencecopueyediys to.thetowneof Yorke; i! * 


Vntill he knew. whatwasthe Kings intent: + if 

There loe Lord Barde/phkinderthenthe Storke, ' 

Did loſe his head, which was to London ſem, 

With whom for friendſhipmine inlike caſe went: 
This was my.hap, my fortune, ormy faur,” 
This life Hed and chus Icameto naught. 
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Earlef Cambridge. 307 
Wherefore good Balawine will the Peeres take heed 
Offlander, malice, and conſpiracie, 

Ofcouctiſe, whence all the reſt proceed : 

For couetiſe ioynt with contumacie, 

Doth cauſe all miſchiefe in mens hearts to breed, 


And therefore thistoeſperance my word, 
Who cauſeth bloodſhed ſhall not ſcape the ſword. 


" HOW RICHARD PLANTAGENET 


EARLE OF CAMBRIDGE INTEN. 

ding the Kings deſtruCtion, was put to death at 

Soutbhampton, Anno Dom, 
 I415. 

Afﬀte maketh waſte, hath commonly been faid, 
J And ſecret miſchiefe ſelde hath luckie ſpeed: 

A murdering mind with proper poyze is way'd, 
All this is true, I find it in my an. 

PASS And therefore Ba/dwine warne all ſtates take heed, 

How they conſpire another to betrap, : 
Left miſchief ment, lightin the miners lap. 


ForI Lord Richardheire Plantagenet 

Was Earle of Cambridge and right fortunate, 

If Thad had the gracemy witto'ſet, 

To haue content me with mine owne eſtate : 

But O falfe honors, breeders of debate, 
Theloue of yowour leaud hearts doth allurey 
Toloſe our ſelues by ſecking you vnſure, 


Becauſe my brother Edmmnnid Mortimer 
Whoſceldeſt filter was my wedded wife, 
Imeanethat Edywnd that was priſoner 

In Wales fo long, through Owers buficftrife, 
Becauſe I ay thatafies Edmunds life, / 


Hisrightsandti ibylawbemine, 
 Forhe ne had, nor could encreaſc his line, my 
O72 ne ung; 0 WY Becauſe 
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Becauſe the right ofRealme and Crowne was ours, 
I ſearched meanes to helpe him thereunto : 
And where the Hernries held itby their powers, 
Iſoughta ſhift their tenures to vndoe, | 
Which being force, fith force or ſleight muſt doe, 
I void of might, becauſe their power was ſtrong, 
Set priuieſleight againſt their open wrong, 


But fith the death of moſt part of my kin 
Did daſh my hope, throughout the fathers daies 
Let itſlip, and thought it beſt begin, | 
When as the ſonne ould dreadleaſt ſuch aflayes: | 
For forcethrough ſpeed, ſleight ſpeedeth through delayes, 
And ſceld doth treaſon time ſo fitly find, 
As when all dangers moſt be outof mind. 


Wherefore while Herrie of that name the fift, 

Prepar'd his armie to go conquer France, 

Lord Screope and I thought to attempt a drift 

To put him downe, my Reochar to aduance : 

But wer't Gods will,my lucke or his good chance, 
The King wiſt wholly whereabout we went, 
The night before to ſhipward he himbent, 


Then were we ſtraight as traytours apprehended, 

Our purpoſe ſpi'd, the cauſe thereof was hid, 

And therefore loe a falſe cauſe we pretended, 

Where through my brother was from dangerrid: 

We ſaid for hire of French Kings coine, we did 
Behight to kill the King : and thus with ſhame 
We fain'd our ſelues,toſaue our friend from blame, 


When we had thus confeſt ſo foule a treaſon, 

That we deſeru'd, we ſuffered by the law, . 

See Baldwine, ſee, andnote as itis reaſon 

How wicked deeds to wofull endsdodraw. 

All force doth faile, no craftis worth a ſtraw 
Toattaine things loſt, and thereforelet them go, -- 
For mightrulesright, andwill though eruth fayno; 
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HOW THOMAS' M'O'N- 
TAGVE E ARLE i1OF: SAEISBY- 
riein themiddeſt o gloriezwas chanceably" © 
ſuaine at Orleanucewith a Frere of Ordinance, 


the third of Ne oxember, eAnno Dow. 
| 1428. 


535 Hatfooles be wetoraſbynio dur ſitengiti;/ 
KP; Our wit, oufcourage; or ournoblefaine, | 
T0 | Which cimeit ſcifernuftticedsdeuourarlength;” 63.2 
NT] Though frowatd Fottune could notfoile the ſame? 
Sr Butſccing this Goddeſſe guideth allthe gune, _ 
Which ſill tochangedothſethers yhur 0 
Whytll Gol GFRRERA TIE GL? Ive) 


y thing we deeme 6f good report, 
Ai ble heartsdo ſeeke by courſe ofkind: $* 
But ſeeing the date ſo'doubrſull and ſo ſhorr, © Y 
The way fo rough whereby we doit find," EO FONT 
cannot chuſe but ptaiſe; the Prince ried | 
That preaſeth for it .thoughw nd = | 
By foule defame, thoſe that deſcrueitbeſt, 


Concerning whom, marke, oor wo CROTON 
Imeanethe vertuous bindredoftheitbrite,* ak amet 
Among which numberzecken well Imay | s cnn OE 
alanficher fob Lo UManaents agents” 
Wholoſt his life I iudg&th vil poeſice, 4; rate 7 Tn 
Ifaythe cauſe kr ves > 


tobe wiilphpdgin everykind of: tos NID of SUELCSOE 
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3io Thomas Montague 


The end indeed is Iudge of everything, 7 7 VT 

Which is the cauſe or latterpointof time x © 

The firſt true verdiQatthefirſt maybring, © 4 f\ L 

The laſtisflow, or Lipperap te thenes AS31001 061 DLOLY 

Oft changing namesof innocence and crime. .- -. .:\;\\ 
Duke Thomas death was Juſtice two yeares long, 
And euer ſince, ſore tyrannie and wrong. OM 


Wherefore I pray thee, Baldvine, weighthe cauſe, /- 
Andpraiſe my father as hedothdeſerues.. + ; . * 
Becauſe Earle Hexry,King againſtall lawes,.'  ' | 
Endeuoured King Richardfor to ftarue 6 
In iayle, wherby the regall Crownemight ſwarue 
Out of the line towhich it « wg, 44 5: li: 
(WherebyGod knowes wharicuill might enſue.) - 


My Lord [oh» Holland Duke of Exceſter, 
Which was deare cofin to this wretched King, 
Did moue my Sire, and th'Earle of Gloceſter, 
W1th other Lords to ponderwellthe thing : 
Who ſeeing the miſchiefethatbeganto'ſpring, - 
| Didall conſent this Hemyto depoſe, 
And to reftore King Richard to the Roſe, 


. 


And while they did deuiſe aprety traine, 
Whereby tobring their purpoſe well about, 
Which was in maske this Herry to haue ſlajne, j os 
The Duke of Aumerle blew their counſaile out 2 mnt} 91 
Yet was their purpoſe good,thereis no doubt, of 
What cauſe can be more worthy fora Knight, 
Than faue his King, andhelpe true heiresto right? 


For this with them my father was deſtroid,// |} | bl ne 
And buried in the dunghillofdefamee,.?;:i {1p tl 2 197 
Thus euill chance, their glarydid auoid, .,.., en; offer tw 
Waereas their cauſe dork claime eternall fame, 6 it? 
When deeds therefore ypluckily doe frame,;; /;, /: 1 {5s 
Men ought not iudgg;the aurhors tobevavghe, /: 51 
For right through might is often querraught, { 366 


_ OE: OT 


\nd 


- Exceptit be to hea vpwrathand we-"i 25 || 


And God doth ſufferthatirſhouldbe {6,;- : Fw ig 7 


But why, mywirisfeeblers deciſe;* © - *7 7 
On wicked heads thatiniuries deutſe; i |! 27 
The cauſe why miſchiefstmany'titesariſe, © * 


Andlighton chetvtharwould mens wrongs redrefle 


Is for the rancour thatithey beareT'geſle, - 


. Codhateth rigourthoughie farther right, 


For finne is finne, howtheritbevicd: - 

And therefore ſuffereth ſhame and death tolight, 

Topuniſh vice, though itbee well abuſed,” 

Who furthereth rightis not'tharby excuſed, 
Ifthrough the fame he doe ſome other wrong : 
To euery vieedueguerdon'dothbelong. © 


What preach Tnow? Iam anianof warre, 
And that my lims Idatefay dothprofeſle, 
Ofcured wounds befet with many a skarre, 
My broken iaw vnhealdeanfaynolefle, 
OFortune, Fortune'ceauſe Fall diftrefle, 
My fatherhad@ great cauſethy' fraud to curſe, | 
But much more1;abuſed tentimes worſe,” © 


Thouneverflatteredfi him-in all thylife, 

But me thou dandledfi like thy darlitig dear: 
Thy giftsI found in euery'corner rife” '/'* * 
Where ereIwentI met'thy ſmiling cheare : 
Which was not fora dayor for's yeare, 


But through the raigne of three right worthy Kings, 


 Tfound thee forward itiall kind o things, 


The while King Hen#y conqueredin France | the 


Iſved the warres and ſtil foutit viRory, * 
Inall affaults, fo happy was'my chance, '* 
Holds yeeld or won did niake my enemies ory : 


Dame Prudence cke atigitiented o my glory,. . 


| Thatinalltreaticoriier Twas ohe, * © 
_ When weighty niattetswete agreed ypoin,” 
1 Yo | 


L_ 


"A 
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Thdmas OM -——A0 axue 


But when this King this naightie.cotiquerour, ” bn 
Through death vnripe wasboth c——a——__ ber, | 
His filly infant did receiuehis power,: inorl 03 24 [Þ 129% = 
Poore = ittle babe full yong in madletf:; 134 # X 1290 we 


Where Crowne and Scepterhurghim withi the hefty -- ; rr 915225 i 
Whoſe worthie-vncles had the goucrnanee,r: 1, 
The one at home, the other abroad inFrance. 


AndIwhich was in peace and yarre well skilled,. /- wether) 
With both theſe Rulers greatlyayaseſicemeds - it 5 56 
Bare rule at homg agoften asix ey willed, roritbak 
And fought in Frafce ph wen Yn deemed, vil 
And euery where fo good my ſeruice ſeemed, | 


That Engliſhmen tome OR louedid beare,. G ? = { 
Our foes the French , my force fulfill d; with feate, ».- 1497 
Talwaies thought it fitly fora” Drineeg: in 1 3 1 uno ate)! 


And ſuchas hauetheregiment ofRealrnes;. 
His ſubieQs hearts with mildnesto conuince,. 07; 
With Iuſtice mixt , auoiding allextreamess- 1 0 ond ld 
For like as Phebus with his cheerefullbeames,::: 199011 
Doth freſhly forre the fragrangflojures cflcth, 
Sorulers mildriefc-ſubie&slous doth noriſh..-. | G | 


This found T true : for through my milde' bento; | 
Their hearts I had with me.to liveanddiggii-! ;. 5 od ohm 
And in their ſpeech bewrayerof cheirfavour;.;: |. :1-71 1-32 11 
They call'd me ſtill good Earle of Salisburie, 1 - + -: | 515 5:5) 
The Lords confefſe the Commons. didnot lies 1 ++ 1 I + 
For vertuouslife, free heart, and tfowly mind): /' 
With high and low ſhall alwaies fauour finds: 


Which vertues, chiefs become aman of warres .- 

Whereof in France Tfound EXPETIence Þ if) ling phys: 

For in afſaulrs due mildnespaſſechfarre... F: og us, 

All rigour, force, and fturdie violences.: },;/ + -- +7) (24 7 

For men will ftourly Bicke to their tefinenz -; vba Y gh! 
When cruel! Cahn era os 1699 IIs ni 320T 
And ſo enfoilſt » give heirforephaipins 1 ndgi>s7 MY 
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nn % gwos wa 
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a1 «he 0 "HY $0770 Ie, 

But when they know. RI Slang +1 7 

They hazard nopyinir bevd ls busracheryeeld;.; -i57i or ict of, 

For this my offs SF enreSned 1 oil 2611 dquo 1103 boA 

Ofany conkers urely.yery fee Ber bonwstoftc yl: _— TT 

Bur force nndfarizaſi farthe, otros rod adit 
fore an ares TPP RAU 7 Mo ir1dnia 47 brk 
My foes would flie if they bugheard my name, 1, 


For when Lord SrewaxgapdEazle Eien. £3 £d ove nod 
Had cruelly beligged:FruRnegp 19018913 91 99i:h of 
Which he had won,agd k £I99g works: Vane: Rat 
Which liethiin Awxer opt! — de ou .\ _— 
Toraiſethe fi egethe Nog A, T cat 
Whereas I y{dgglltigour Bhs: > 7 915, 07478 SHATENTY: 
ET eee Fs 22:11 oT- »03iis iT 


When th'Earle of Bedford then inagce Lord Regret... 'f7 
Knew in what ſort [had.remouedthe fiege;..,,. 1.1 | (7 
In Brye and Champaine hemade me 0 031 
And Lieutenant for Ws | 7 


"ITEEESE,! 


And forthe Duke fBrjeaines aw Fug 
Both Earle of Ri 


* Didtoys Par al which mig, he, , 5 ? 
They at the firſt compounded by.ad 4120 
To yeeld, if reſcues, did; 4 \= < T ' 'S 
And while in hope tofi y_ Wearit lay, - nt 1 
The Dolphin Mc men two thouſand poo IJ 


© 4 @ * 


With Earles,with' Wk Foes Naines joll GIS e: » 


Ofwhich i DukeeFAohmgndes 1-1 
And ſentthemdo 2659 1 if emould auldbide... M11 
0192 But 


3H 


But theyleft vs,atid'dowite 66 Vetoite et," Arvemin 
And made their vauntthey Had our armie ti b36x6: 
And through thalie, that = 8 (io eds) 
Which ſhortlyafter eurned to the Hilo 91010 ,5017/03 106 1 
For there both armies met att eoinit bot. : 9! oi 
And we eight thouſand hon they levy ew before,” 
Did kill ofthem'tenithoufitidmen'and _ 77.290} 


When we had taken Vertioile thits , "8 
To driue the treacherous Dolphit vir: Gs ws ? q yy > * 2b tub 
TheRegentſenrmetAniow ad t6 EE HOW DET2G CPP es 
Where Ibeſieg'd the watlike rowne avis FRLF'I26 CLIEE? 
There Lord ofT O yiers, ng £1 op” 

Did well appeare, whicti wonlfnotycel 

Till all ef pong yen erey non all tl 


But heereH6W Bu/H@boakeitifi bod pared lo 9fefT; at 
Though that T broughtthis: ph Lonlns feed; ni veond 
The Lion fercefor alHits Hobleheirr; ' DO 9O0GCTIESNDLS DIG oy10Gt 
Being ouermatch 'd, iSforRe6flicthefeld, 151 106m itn 
If Mars ae pe ene noin hishietd: 5/21:105 0517! 
Andinm ſormeshad' outlytiewithRood,!' LATTICE my 
He ſhould haue yetld, =_ atcthedniy "Blot 7 / 


This worthie Knight bottchardic; f6ut; and wiſe, © 
Wrought well his feat : : as tiithearid | requite,” _ y i 
When Fortune failes/ {tis the B&Radifife' ior! oro wir fning/ 
To ftrike the ſaile left alle H&rgi&© " qioQ ociuragovt 
This haue I aid to thendthoutaKetioire, 5097071 27 T "2 

For though no cauſebe found {6 butehnsFedig, ara in 

Men haue a zealeto ſuch a5 beate theirnames, 6 AT 05 BH% 


_ (I 


Buttoreturne, i in Mayne wanTatteopth; 120 903 06 020, | 
Such rownes and forts as thirgheor he rot ant” ws 5 , 
I manned Mayne, and Sutirrrowneof fixen 1 
Fort Barnard, Thaxceaur [and S, Cates this oy,” 23 
With Lift ſes Bolton, ſtanding in inthe 'durt: I 
Eke Gwerland, Suze, Bodgeliyd'a0d< | "y 
apt ning 3 991. nA 


With Matjcornt, 


be E are Of Net: v1 IEF ad 


Beſides all this I coke neardfoetichetds,' >doorT yg 5:3 ni 
Bucthoſe I racedeuenwiththe ground: >: Me Id 
Andfor theſe deeds, 2s filzw ſheep falds.. ” ab 1 4h guilt 
Doſhrinke wang mamas tound,m5!; writ o3 c: ic 1c; 
So fled my foes hetore: wobfittee>:11103 2d; 9iitus ia 
Was none ſo hardie-di raret=y rar J 19 bi dpils "1. 
So Mars and Fortune 1+ 4-0 R 


Itellnolie, ſo aſtfull naine,. C©711 DL 10'4" {1O1i, 91231 232 
That italone 7 rar core 057110 03 1139V5! 5} eHiLQ 171 Wd 
The boldeſt Frenchmen oh gator core zi goiued od Wy 
Elſe will the towne vhicttalioplike edwardsloft.). 20 03 2201 _ or 
For when they lieged Beaurvn fr y-4 3 i6e col ut] 

_ fortic thoufand wellarm'd infield; :. | [xr 
Five undredrncncbforcedrhemedyceld.; of wadi.Hi5e 


For while the Frenchmen fe#{kraffaulted - = i [- lic hos 297] 
OurEngliſhmen came boldly Tenn 2201 Lied 
Crying Saint George, wc ex. reap ji 
And offered fre 
as they as Frenc 
Suppoling rack Deas Gs 
ow my namedid putthemall in feare,. 


Thus was the Dolphinspower diſcomfied,] - 

Foure thouſand ſlaine, ir Campetane as flood; 
Whereby our towne and ſouldie ed) 36d: 12 ct ff, 
Forthere were vitailes pliaifulland good5 1 1d DD iluo? 


=; wy pay <= A 
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This while was I in Englanibytherood;:::: 27 21({3 4.1207 
T appeaſe firife chat was righe foule befall, cbr; anno 
Betweene Duke Hrmfrey and the Cardinall. 82352.Y 

oye of Exeter ſoeneaſterdiced, ML qab 6 co 920k 

icho hepa entagas ws 14 ROO 
| Whoſe roome the Earle of Warvicz tie upped, 1A 

AndTtooke his and ſped meimtd France. -. 16-446 

Where in good hope to conquer Orliance, n 32 129A 
With much adoebgorthe Regenesaid,::ic 2; vo 30651200 
Andmarched forthyaind fegeaboutiziaids >: 020] 


Bur 


216 T haymas Vt vt UnAghe 


But in the way I tooke thetioviabeFVeing,>: 

Where murdered were for Roumesmany aan: d£:1 al- 1:08 

Bur Baugencey Itookewithlittlepaine,::. :z .: 994 olvtls 11 ma; 

For which to | Ba themfauourTbegam::s 18 9:89} 207 92: ticſt of] 

This cauſde the townesodf Mewiie and T Emin 2901 1 were | ef Fy. 
That ſtood on Lo a "7 
EreI comeninintines welvigh by two 


See heere how Fortune frowardcaryallure, - ul cs i! n tact; 
What baits ſhe layeth to here. man to their ends, » 9nola it 
Who hauing hap lkethis} Hopetidure, eden fizbiod off 
To bring to balewhateuer he entends? |. 162 9813 1h mel 
But ſoone is ſowertheſweet;thatFortune ſodas: $53 24 
When hope and hap; when healthand wealthis hi key. 
Then woe and wracke;difeaſe;and:needberni 


For while I, ſuing th&D gooducodfie, oct lon ts 5 
Laid ſiege to Orliaugte cheRiverfideyc!: 21185 £12025c20] 
The Baſtard (Cuckold { awwies hotig 5 ſonne 1] geſfe,- 

Tho thought the Dukes)whohadcheromme! in wilds 


So. 


Came fiercely forthgwher he higricmes i ohgl1- Dt 4 } 
To raiſe the ſiege, but wagberbatheapainey 5341) 20 ogg? 
And hard purſuedbotfiro Histoffeand <c6b< Gil 292 


For there we wan the Bulwarke on the bridge, 00-2 5 124 
With a mightjie towertandingyait thereby. © i:.! [ w 1120113 91401 
Ah curſed tower thar di icsibridge,>" 107 10 dam 
Would God thou hatfibeen are >"? wore &: 1 919% 919070! 
For in this tower a champerRand&onthie;3 0 oi 1 +217 alicl bo a j 


From which a manmayviewzhrough Aleks come. 
By certaine windawes:iron grated downe.; »//i-(1 > g 


Where on a day, now Baldogienbromineend 5320s flo oli ol 
Iftoodin viewing w| vrie:vras wealkes':i/ - 0330 cdoinl 
And as I bufilyzatked with mp friend} 51103 56s acme "OY 
Shot from the towne, whichAlthegrare didBreakey >: 121 bob 
A pellet came and droyeamightiefleake 0 27 boo it 91h! 
Againſtmy face, and tareawaytiy thaekb,-0bs douen daiVf 
oo at wherealidiaderidmanvbahednc bod h 4 


Dame Eleanor (obham. 


See Baldwine, ſee the moſt vncertaine glorie, 
How ſudden miſchiefe daſheth all to duſt, 
And warne all Princes by my broken ſtorie, | -; 
The happieſt fortune chiefly to miſtruſt, : 
Was neuer man thatalway had hisluſt : 
Then mortall fooles, in fancie more then mad, 
Which hope to haue thatneuerany had. 


. . WW, Baldvine. 


7. 


HOW DAME ELEANOR COBHAM 
ff nods OF dr itrdnbd key ring PRAC-- 
tifing of Witchcraft and Sorcery,fuffred open penance, 
, and after was baniſhed the Realme imo the 
He of Man. 


EREF apoore Ladie damnedin.exile 
1 © AmongſPrinces maybe allowedplace, 
5 &y Then gentle Bal/dvineftay thy pena while, 
And of pure pitic ponder well my caſe, | 
HowTa Ducheſſe deftitute of grace 

Haue found by proofe, as many haue and ſhall 

The prouerbe true, that pride will haue afall. 


AnoblePrinceextraR of royall blood, 

Hemfrey ſometime proteQor of this Land _- - 
F Of Gloceſter Duke, for vertue call'd (the good): 
b When I but baſe beneath his ſtate did Rand, - 

' WH Vouchfaftwith meto ioyne in wedlockes band, 


Hauing in Courtno name of highdegree, 
But Eleanor Cobhamas parents left to mee, 
. And ongh by blith of noble race I was, 
; WH OfBaronsblood, yet was I thought voſic, 


Sohighto match, yet ſo it came to paſſe, | 

Whether by grace, good fortune, orby wit,. | 

Dame Vers ures ſo inmineeyesdidfit,- 1 i 
Asthis great Prince wittiout teſþeRof ate, +: 1/11 i// 
Did worthieme to be hisweddod mate; 17/11 La 


2418 Dame Eleanor Cobham. 
His wife I was, and he my true husband,  '* 
Though for a while he had the company | 
Of Lady laquet Dutcheſſe of Holland, ''' 
Being an heire of ample patrimoriy, 
But that fell out to be no matrimonie : | 

For after — in law and ſtrife, 


She proued was theDuke of Brabants wife, 


Thus of a Damſcll Dutcheſle I became, 
My ſtate and place aduanced next the Queene, 
Whereby me thought I felt no ground bur ſwam, 
For inthe Court mine equal was not ſcene, 
And ſopoſſeſt withpleaſure of the fpleene, 

The ſparkes of pride ſo kindledin mybreſt, 

As lin Court would ſhine aboue the reſt, 


Such gifts of nature Godin me had graft 
Of ſhape and forme, with other graces mo, 
That by the ſhort of Cpids fieryſhaft, bj 
Which to the heart of this greatPrince did go, 
This mightie Duke with loue was kindled fo, 
As he abaſing thheightoof his degree, | 
Set his wholc heart, toloue and honor mee, 


Grudge whoſo would, to-him I was moſt deere, 

Aboue all Dames aduanced mdegree, + 

(The Queene except) no Princefle was mypeere, ' : 

But gaue me place, and Lords with capand knee 

Did all honor andreuerence vnto mee. 
Thus hoiſted higtrvpon the rolling wheele, 
Ifate ſo ſure, me though Icould:nox recle, 


And weening leaſtthat Forrune hathra turrtej3i!! 1 £1111 o ds hit 
ITlook'd aloft, and wouldnotlooke'alow, : > .':o'd 210907 
The brands of pride ſo inny breft did burne V.1:2351 03 toi ct 
As the hot ſparkes, burſt forth in open ſhow, . 1: 1: 15091! 
And more and more the firebegan toglowi 0! 29111! uclomsC' 

Without quenching} arid:daifrdid encreaſe;* :5512 2/4104 
$44 TillForcunesblaſts with ſhame did nakeiroraſts”: Id bn 


ot 


or (as tis faid) pridepaſſeth on afore, 
_— a) PReGe for juſt reward and meed: 
Would God Ladies, both now andeyermore, 
Ofmy hard hap, which hall the ſtorie reede,. 
Would beare in ming, and truſt it as heir Creed, 
That pride of hearis a moſt hateſyll vice, 
Andlowlineſle,a peatle of paſſing price: 


Namely in Queenes, and Ladies of eſtate, 


Within whoſe minds all, meeknes, ſhould abound, : * bs <4: 


Since high diſdaine doth alajes purchaſe hate, 

Being a vice, that moſi part dothredound 

Totheir reproch, in whomthe fame is found,... _ 
And ſeldome gets good fauouror good fame, 
But isat laſt knit vp with worldly | ob 


Theproofe whereof I found moſttrue indeed. .... -) - 


That pride afore, hath ſhame to wait behind. 
Letnoman doubr, in whom this vice doth breed, 
But ſhame for pride by iuſticeis afſign'd,.... 
Which 1 well found, for truly.in my,mind,.,. ; .. 
Was neuer none, whom pride did more cut 
Nor never none received greater.ſhame... 


Fornot content tobea Dutcheſle great, 

Honged fore to beare the name -  __ 

Aſpiring ſtill ynto anthigher ſeat, .;- 1! j;1.;1 1 

And withthat hope my lelfe did oyerweene, -. 

Since there wasnone, which-thartim 
Benriethe King, andoag zoodD 


uke his Eame, 
Heireto the crowne an 


* » 


. 


Andlong await when this faire-hap 


My ſtudies al were tending to-that {cope,, :. RE ; 


Alas, the whileto counſell Ldideall,.; of4133tt -t 


. Suchas would ſeeme, by skill coyieQurall. wa [3.01 
Rorcectles,:> of wn noo 
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Ofart Magiqueand wick 
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me was betweene 

kingdomeofthisRealme. . 

Soneare tobe, was cauſe RG as 5510169 
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jiv Dame Eleanor Cobham. 


Among which ſort of thoſe that bare moſt fame 
There was a Beldame call'd the Witch of Ey,/'* - 
Old mother Madgeher neighbours did hername, 
Which wrought wonders it countries by here-ſay, 
Furies and feends hercharming would obay. ' | 
And dead corps from graue ſhe could vpreare, 
Such an Inchantreſſe that time had no peere. 


Two Prieſtsalſo, the one hight Bolenbroke, 
The other S#:hwel,Clerkesin coniuration,” ' 
Theſe two Chaplaines were they that vndertooke- 
Tocaſt andcalke the Kings true conſtellation, 
And then to iudgeby deepeſt divination 

Of _— to come, and who ſhould next ſucceed - 


ToEnglands Crowne,all this was true indeed. 


Andfurther ſure they neiterdid proceed, 

ThoughlT confeſle cha this attempt was ill, ' 

But for my part, for any thing'iin deed : 

Wrought orelſe thought, by anykind of skill, 

God is my iudge I neuer had the will, ' ': 
By any inchantment; Sorcerie, or charme, 
Or otherwiſe, to worke my Princes harme. 


Yetneretheleſle, when thiscaſe came tolight, 
By ſecret ſpies to Caiphas our Cardinall, 
Who long in heart had borne a priuie ſpight* ' /' 
Tomy good Duke hisnephewmarurall, 
Glad of the chance fofitlyforth'to fall, 
His long hid hate, with Tuſtice to color, 
Vied this caſe with moſtextreamerigor, 


And cauſed me withriry complicesall, ©  / 
To becited by proceſieperemptorie, * ' 


£ 
. 


Before Judges, in place Iudiciall, © - © 
Whereas Caiphas, ſitting in his glori es 
Would not allow my an{\eredilatorie;' - 


Ne DoQtor or Proctortoalledge thelawes,'' + bs 


 Burforced me topleadini nine vifritcaule, + * 


, : : < { = | 
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The Kings counſell were called to thecafe, ' > 
y wr Ae then ſhut oucfor the ſeaſon) 

whoſe abſence found but little grace, 

For Lawyers turned our offence to treaſon * 

And ſo with rigor, withoutruth or reaſon, 
Sentence was giuen, that Tfor the fame 
Should doe penance, and ſuffer open ſhame. 


Nay the like ſhame had neuer wight I weene, 
Duches, Lady, ne Damſel of degree, 
AsIthat wasa Princefle, next the Queene, 
Wife to a Prince, and none fo greatas hee, 
AKings vncle, ProteRor ofhis countrey, 
With Taper burning,fhrouded in a ſheete_ 
Three dayes a row, to pafle the open ftreete, 


Barelegd, and bare foote, to all the” worlds wonder, . 


Yea, and asthough ſuchſhame did nor ſuffie, 
With more deſpite then to part aſunder 
Meand my Duke, which Traitors did deuiſe 
By Statute lawe,inmoſt vnlawfull wiſe, 
Firſt ſending me with ſhame into exile, 
Then murdring him by trecheryand guile. 


Yeaandbeſides this cruell baniſhment 

Far from all friendsto comfort mee in care, 

And huſbands death, there was by Parliament 

| Ordaindfor me ameſſe of courſet fare, 

Forthey to bring me tobeggets ſtate moſt bare, 
By the ſame at from mee did then withdraw 
Such right of dower, as widowes haue by law, 


| Death (as risfaid) doth ſer all things atreſt, 
Which fell not ſo in mine ynhappy caſe : 

For fince my death, mine enmies'made aleft 
Inminſtrelsrimes, mine honour to deface, 

And then to bring my namein more diſgrace, 
A __ was made in mannerofalaic, 

Which old wiues a aid 
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322 Dame Eleanor Cobb 

Yet with theſe ſpites their malice could nogend, 

For ſhortly. after, my ſorowes torenue,. + | 

My loiall Lord, which never did offend, ' ,. 

VVascald in haſte, the cauſe helitleknew,:c |. 11 #1947: 

To a Parlement, without ſommonsdue, {1 1/1 
VVhereas his death wascruellyconcriued,;;.. . - 
And Ihis wife of earthly joyes depriucd., 2 $0, 


For all the while my Duke had life and breath, 
So long Iftood 1n hope ofmyreſtore';_ - | i rb; 
But when I heard ofhis moſtcauſles death; - .- / * ;- 
Then the beſt ſalue for my recureles ſore..;; | -: 
VVas to deſpaire of cure for evermore, 
AndasIcould, my carefull heartto ure: --- 
VVith patience, moſtpainfull to endure.  - 


O Traitors fell, which.in your hearts could find, - - 

Like feends of hell, zhe guiltlesto berray;-i: . 

Bur ye chiefly his kinſmen moſtvnkind, - / 

VVhich gaue conſent to make himſo away, 

That vnto God, with all my heart Ipray, ;:- 
Vengeance may lighton him that cauſedlall, 
Beaufort Tmeanc, that curſed Cardinall, 


VVhich baſtard Prieſt of trhouſe of Lancaſter, 

Sonne to Duke 7ohn, ſurnamed [ohy of Gaunt, 

VVas firſtcreate BiſhopofVVincheſter, 

For nolearning whereof he might well vaunt, 

Ne for vertue, which-he.did neuer haunt, 
But for his Gold and fiummes that were not ſmall 
Paid tothe Pope, was made a Cardinall, 


Proud Lucifer, which fromthe heanens on high 

Downeto thepit ofhell below was caſt, 

Andbeing oncean Angell brightinsky, 

For his pride in hell is chained faſt 

In deepe darkenesthateuermore ſhall laſt, 
More haut ofheart was not before his fall, 


Then was this proud and pompous Cardinall : 


VVhoſ 


mm 4 , ew 
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VYVhoſclife, g ood Baldvine, p: ws EY - tres | 

| Aandblaſe ies BaalandBi 6 
An hypocrite,all faithles; Sereno 

Awicked wretch, akinkan rhdſtvnkind, 

ADiuell incarnate, all divelliſhly enclind, 


And (to diſcharge my conſcienceallat once) 
TheDiuell him gnaw both body; bloud and bones, 


The ſpitefull Prieft would needesthake mie a VVitchy 
As would to GodT had been for his ſake, 
Iwould haue clawd him where he did not itch, 
Iwould haue plaid the Lady of the Lake, 
Andas Merline was, cloſdehim itabrake, 
Yea Meridian to lulthimby daylight,” 
Anda night marecorideon himb aloe: 


Thefiery feends with feuers hot andfrenzy,; 
The Airy hegges with ftenchand carren fore, 
The watry ghoſts with gowtes and withi droply,” : 
The earthly Goblines,with: Achesarall houres, /" £f1 
Furiesand Fairies, withultinfernall'powers © 

Iwould haue flird from the darkedangeon 

Ofhell Centre, asdecpeas 4 ina 


Orhad Inow the skill of daine Prichts? = 
Whoſe dreadfull charmes {48 ado epally; ET 
All feends did feare, (> ſar foreh'ss Prince Plats Lets 
VVasather call fordread of woreUifireſR, 202i go 
Then wouldI ſend of helhowndswiote walls YC WY 
Alcgionatlcaſt, ar hifmto candy yell,” | 
And with that cherne, heiri6 him downe td ht" 


VVhich need nor, forcfiits Fllhkerharhe” BY ee A 
oY here in earth leades Ejcnrwrlife, Beer tidy". 
As fare from God as poſſiblemay be," ps Rr 
VVith whom all finne an@viees trerſ a, p ; | 
| Vingat will both widow, mag, eo wifey! © > 
Butthat ſome DiueltHis os 
Hbslifeis ſuch omen eanidge wi” UTE 90H _—_ 


324 DameEleancr (bbbam, © 
And Cod forgiuemy wrath and wreakefull mind, ** © 
Such is my hate to thatmoſt wicked wretch, .' ////+ 1-12. 
Die when he ſhall, in heartI could well finde-; i; /---). 

Out of the graue his corps againe tofetch,,./ * 


ftretch, 


And racke hislimmes as long as my would 
And take delightto liſten cuery day, ..- 
How he could fing a maſle of yelaway, . ry 


The Ile of Man was the appointed place' _ 

To penanceme for cuerin exile, ' . :., 

Thither in haſte theypoſted me apace,, 

And doubting ſcape, they pind me in a Pile 

Cloſe by my leſs in care, alas the while' + : 
There feltI firſt poore priſoners hungry fare, 


Much want, thingsskant, and ſtone.walles hard andbare, k 


The change was ſtrange, from filke and cloth of gold: / 
To rugged frize my carcas forgo cloath, IM” 
From Princes fare,and dainties hot and cold, 
Torotten nagar 1 bs that one would loath, i 
The dictand drefſing were much alikeboath; - _ 
. Bedding and lodging wereall alike fine, 
Such Downe it was as ſerued well for ſwine... - 


Neither doe Imine owne caſe thus complaine,'. .. 
Which 1 confeſe came pattly,by deſert: _ .;..-- i, i! + 
The only cauſe which Joublerh allmypaine, - 
And which moſtneere goethnow yato myheare, ' 

Is that my fault did finally reuert 


To him that was leaſt an © the fame, | 
Whoſe deathit was, To 


Iabode the ſhame, 1; 6114 


VVhoſe fatall fall when Ifdpecall cominde, .. - 2 cif 


And how by me his miſchiefe firſtbegan, | - 
Sooft I cry on Fortune moſt vnkinde,'.i'') 
And my miſhap moſt ytterly dae banne, 
That ever Ito fuchanoble man, ©; --: --.,/ 


'F + 208 
141 


TORS 1100 UE 16 26h 
ib rn cloneinny ſnanrhs inddeare] -:1 1h 
Oh 


Should be a cauſe to buy his due ſo dewee. 2: 1) 5-1 


4 
. 


3 


Oh to my heart how grieuous is the wound, 

Calling to mind this diſmall deadly caſe : 

Iwould Thad beendoluenynder ground 

When he firſt ſaw or looked on my face, 

Or tookedelightin any kind of grace 
Seeming in me, that him did ſtir or moue 
Tofancie me, or ſet his heart toloue, 


Farewell Greenewich my Palace of delight, 

Where I was wont to ſee the Chriſtall ſtreames 

Ofroyall Thames, moſt pleaſant tomy ſight : 

Andfarewell Kent, right famous inall Realmes, 

Athouſand times I mind you in my dreames, 
And when I wake moſt griefe it ivtomee, - 
That neuer more againe I ſhall you ſee. 


Inthe night time whenIſhouldtake my reſt. 

| Inepe, I waile, I wet mybed with teares, 

And when dead {keepe my ſpirits ones; 
Troubled with dreames Ifantafic vaine feares, 


Mine husbands voicethenringetbat mine cares. | 
Crying for helpe, O ſayeime fromthe death, - - 
Theſe villaines heere do ſeeke to ſtop my breath, 


Yeaand ſometimes me thinkes his drerie ghoſt 
| Appearesin fight, apd ſhewes mein what wiſe 


Thoſefell tyrants with.torments hadeimboſt -_ . © | 


His winde and breath; to abitſepeopleseyes, 

Soasno doubr or-queſtidh{hattdd ariſe; -: ;:. 
Among rude folke whichlutlexnderftand, 
Butthat his death cam only byGodshand. 


Iplaine in vaine, where cares be none to heare 


Butroring (eag;audblaſtcring of the winde 
Andofredreſſe am nere a whit the neare, : 


But with waſte words to feed my mournfull minde, 


MY ftthe Parcas had yntwinde 

V'Myyi rings, or Atropoſe with knife 

Had cutthe line of my moſt wretched life. 
HC 4 C Z; 
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Oh that Neptune, ande/£olwmalo, 
Th'one god of Scas, the other of weather, 
Ere mine arriuall into thatIle of woe. 
Had ſunke the ſhip wherein I failed hither, E904 
(The ſhipmen ſaued) ſoas Itogether | 
With my good Duke,might haue been dead afore 
Fortune had wroken her heart ypon vs ſo ſore, 


Orelſe that God when my firſt paſlagewas- 

Into exile along Saint eA/b#xs towne 

Had neuer let me further fortopaſle, | 

But inthe ſtreet with death had ſtrucke me downe : 

Then had 1 ſped of my deſired bowne | 
That my poore corps might there haue lien with his: 
Both in one graue, and ſo haue gone to blifle.. 


But I alas, the greateris my griefe 
Am paſtthat hope to hauemy ſepulture 
Neere ynto him, which was to me moſt leefe, 
But in an Ile and countrie moſt ___— 
To pine in paine whilſt relifewill dure, 
End beim dead, all hondeſſe tolies! ©. 
In fimple graue, as other poore that die. 


| Myralcistold, and time it isto ceaſe | 
Of troubles paſt, all which haue had their end: 
My graue I truſt ſhall purchaſe me ſuch peace 
In ſuch a world where no:wightdoth contend: 
For higher place, whereto allfleth ſhall wend:-- 
And ſo Iend, vfing one word for all 
As I began, thatpride will have afall, -- 
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HOW HYVMEFREY-PLAN- 
TAGENET DVKE OF GLOCESTER 

- Proteor of England, during the minoritic of 
bis Nephew King Henry the ſixt, (common- 
ly calledthe good Duke)by praRtiſe of e- 


nemieswas brought to confuſion. 


Fan fo b | 
That GLP 


Toproue this true, good Baldwinehearkenheere, 
Seeand bchold me Hawfrey hightbyname, 
| EnglandsProteCtor, Duke of Gloceſter, | 
Who inthe fixt King Henriesrule with fame, 
Twice ten yeares kept the troubled State in frame: 
Note well the cauſe of my vnhappie caſe; -' -- 
And mongſtthy mirrours let the ſame haue place. 


Intheir moſt weale, let men beware miſhap, 
And notto ſleepe in flumbring fickernefle, 
Whilſt Fortune falfedoth hull-them inher lap 
Drowned in dreames of brittle bleſſedneſle, 
Butthento feare herfreakes and ficklenefle, 
Accounting ſtill the higher theyaſcend, 
More nigh to be todangerin the end. 


il And that yaine truſt in blood orrojallrace, 
wW os o_ not with blind ſecurine' - 

otruſt their ſtate, butweighing wellmy caſe, 
| When ſhe moſt ſmiles to oe er 
xs WM Myfudden fall, who inmoftcertaintic | 
N _ moſt ſtaies whichmen iirftate maintaine, 
Haue found the ameynaruftic and moſt yaine, \ 

| Z 4 Better 
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Better then Tnone may the ſameapproue, 
Who truſting all in height of high eſtate, 
To bite on fawning flatteries baitdidloue, _ 
Which neuer Prince could baniſh from his gate 
Did little thinke on'ſuch a ſudden mare; : + *: 1 * 
Not heeding,lefſe dreading, all vnaware,' 


By foes leaſt fear'd wa traptin ſuddaine ſnare, : 


If noble birth or high autoricy;: -' / - 


Number of friends, kirredoralliancey:-' > -c; 1. 


If wiſdome; learning, worldlypolicy-:” :22+) = 

Mought haue ben ftaiers to Fortunes variance, *' 

None ſtood more ftrong, ir worldly countenance, 
For all theſe helpes. had Tco high degree, 
And yet in fine they allbeguiled mee: * 


Of Henry fourth by name, faurth ſohheT was, 
Brother to Hexry fift of thatfame naine, 
Tothe fixt Herrie yncle; butaias, 
What cauſe had I to build ypon the ſame ?'" 
Or for vaine glory; toaduance my fame, '- : 
My ſelfe to call in recordsand writings,” 
The brother,ſonne, and:vncle ynto Kings? ' 


This was my boaſt, which laſtly wasmy bane, 

Yetnotthis boaſt was it thatbroughtmedowne : 

The very cauſe whichmade my weale to'wane 

So neere ofkin that TI was to the Crowne, :>-* 

That was the rock thatmade my ſhiptodrowne, 
A rule there is notfailing, but moſt fure, 


Kingdomeno kin doth know, ne can indure, 


When the fift /Tewry by his valiancie- 


Wan by conqueſt the roiall Realme of France, = 


And of two Kingdomes made one Monarchy 
Before his death, for better obeiſance, 

To his yong ſonne, not ripe to gouernance, 
Protector of England I'was by teftament, | | 
And 1ohn my brother in France madeRegent. / 


Humfrey Plantagenet 


Ins ng hoy bot 


To 


_ of Dame Mas 


Dukeof Glotefter. * 
Towhom if God had lenta longer life; + 
Our houſe thaue kept from flormesof inward ſtrife, 
Orit had been the Lord Almighties will, ©. - 
Plantagenet in ſtate bad iandeu Rill,-.; - 
But deadly diſcord whichall fates do fpill 

Bredby defire of high domination, hog 
- Brought our whole houſe to plaine deſolation.. 


Ttis for truth inan hiſtory found | | 
That Henry Plantegenerfirſt ofourname, . 
Who called was, King Henry the ſecond 

late lmenth ofhigh fame, 
ould oftreport; thathis ancient Grandame, 
Though ſeeming in ſhape a woman naturall, 
WasaFeend ofthe kind char (Szcenbe) ſome call. 


Which old fable, ſo long time told before, 
When this Tings ſonnesagainſthim did rebell, 
He cald tominde, andbeing greeued ſore, 
Loe!now (quoth he) I ſee and prouefull well 
The ſtory true, which folk of old did cell; 
That from a feend deſcended all ourrace,, 
And now my children yerify the caſe.. 


Whereofto leauc a long memorialt 
Inmindeof man for eucrmore to reſt, 


APiQure he made and hung it in his Hall 


 OfaPellicane fitting on his neft, _. 


With foureyong birds, three ecking at his breſt: 
With bloudybeakes, and furder did deviſe, 
The yongeſt bird to pecke thefathers eyes. . 


Meaning hereby his rebell Children three, . 
Henry and Richard, bet him on the breaſt :. 
(!effrey onely fromthat offence was free).- 
Henry died of Englands Crowne poſleſt: 
Richbardlived his Ether to.moleſ}, 
Tohn the yongeſtpeRhisfatherseye, _ 
Whole deeds yakinde the ſooner made bim die... 
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This King (ſome write) in his ficknes laſt 

Said, as it were by way of m_—_— | 

How that the Diuell aDarnell graine had caſt 

Among his kin, toencreaſe enmity, 

Which ſhould remainein their poſterity - 
Till miſchiefeand murder had ſpent them all, 
Notleauing one to piſle againſt the wall. 


And yet from him in order did ſucceed 
In England here of Crowned Kinges fourteehe 
Ofthar ſurname, and of thatline and ſeed, 
With Dukes and Earles, and many a nobleQueene, 
The number ſuch as all the world would weene 

So many impes could neuer ſo be ſpent, 

But ſome heire male ſhould be of that deſcent, 


Which tobe true if any ſtandin doubr, 

Becauſe I meane notfurther to digrefle, 

Let him purſue the hiſtories throughout | 

Of Engliſh Kings whom praQtiſe did oppreſle, 

And he ſhall find the cauſe of their diſtreſle 
Fromfirſtto laſt, vnkindly to begin 
Alwaies by thoſe that next were of the kin, 


Was not Richard, of whom I ſpake before, 

A rebell plaine yntill his father died, 

And /ohxlikewiſe an enmyeuermore 

To Richardagaine, and for a rebell tried? 

After whoſe death, it cannot be denied, 
Againſt all right this /#h» moſt cruelly 
His brothers children cauſed for to die. 


Arthar and I[abel[(Tmeane) that were 

Teffreies children then duke of Britaine 

Henries third ſonne, by one degree more neere 
Then was this /ohs, as ſtories | ow molt plaine, 
Which two children were famiſht orelsſlaine 


By [obntheir Eame cald Sawnzrerreby name, ' 
Of whole foule aQtall countries ſpeake great ſhame, 


Humfrey Plantapenet 
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£4rvardand Richard; ſecond both by name 
Kings of this Land, fell downe by fatall fate : 
What was the cauſe that Ptinces of fuch faine 
Didlceſe atlaſt their honour, life, and ftate ? 
Nothing atall, but diſcord and debate, 

Which when it hapsin kinred orin bloud, 

Erymis rage was neuer halfe ſo wood, 


Beſure therefore ye Kings and Princesall 

That concord in Kingdomesis chiefe affurance,. 

And that your families doe neuer fall 

But where diſcord doth lead the doubtfull dance 

With buſie brawles, and turnes of yariance : | 
Where malice is minftrel, the pipeill report,  - 
The maske miſchicfe, and fo endsthe ſport, i | * 


But now to come to-my purpole againe, 
VVhiltT my charge applied int:England, 
My brother in France us time did temaine,: 
Cardinal Beawford tooke proudly in hand - 
In cauſes publique againſt me toſtand, 
VVho of greatmalice fo'imuch.as he might: 
Sought in all things to doe medeſpite.” 


VVhich proud prelate to mie was baſtard Eame; 
Sonne to Duke ſohn of Gaunt as they did faine, 
VVhobeing made hi 
Not likea Prieſt, but 
Nothing wanting which 

Biſhop beſides of VVincheſterhe was, 

And CardinallofRome;which Avgels 


Not Gods Angels, but Angels of old Gold,.. 

Lift himaloft in whom no cauſe there-was- 

Byiuſt deſertſo high tobeextold, | 

(Riches ms whereby this golden afle* + .. | 

Athome andabroad all matters brougheto; paſſe; : 
Namely at Rome, hauing ndazcdneur that: :. ;,. 


kea Prince didraigne, 


| Topurchaſe there bis crirzziniCardinall hat;... - 1 ad 


gh Chancellour oftheRealme;r, --- 


i 


- 


might hispridemaintaloey's /- 
brought to paſle;. - 


F 
VVhich 


232 Humfrey Þ lantapenet 

Which.thing the King myfather him forbad 

Plainly ſaying, thathe could notabide . . * 

Within his RealmeaſubieRtrobthad ' 

His Princes peere, yetſuch was this manspride, 
That he forthwith after my father di'd, | 

*  (TheKing thenyong) obtained of the Pope 


That honor high, which erſt he could not hope. 


Whoſe proud attempts becauſe that T withſtood, 
My bound dutie the better to acquite, 
This holy father waxed well neere wood, 


, 


Of meere malice deviſing day and night 
To worke to me diſhonor and dclpig in 
Whereby thcrefellberweene vsſ\ucha iarre, 


Asin thisland was likea ciuill warre,. {tire 


My brother lohn, which lay this while in France; 

Heard of this hurle, and paſt the ſeas in haſte; *. 

By whoſe trauell this troubleſome diſtance: - 

Ceaſed a while, butnerethelefſe in waſte ; 

For rooted hate will hardly bedifplaſte 5 2:77 ie 1h 
Out of high hearts, and namely where debate, '' 7 
Happeneth amongſtpreat perſons of eſtate,” .: //:/'1 


For like as a match doth lie and ſmoulder 
Long time before it commeth to the traine : 


But yet whenfirehath caughrinthepoulder, Dia 2nis dof 


No att is able the flamestoreftraine?: 7 7 O17 lll 


Euen ſo the ſpatkes ofenuie and diſdaine;'. » - 1/11; 
Out of the ſmoke burit forthin ſuck-a lame, '_.- '-- © 
That France andEngland yetmayruethe fame, |. 1. 


So when of twoRealmes the regiment royall,-': 14 col) 15 
Betweene brothers waspartediequally;: :- 1': ri 3 0!: mitt ii 
One placed in France for affairesMartiall,; it! ©! 1151b luiye 
And Iat home for ciuillpolicie': el f 
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To ſeruethe ſtate, webothdid fo applie,'!: onde bas omod3h. | 


As honorand fame toboth:did þ ,2M021 35 vis 8A 


. To him for the warre;tome forthepeace;: 3: 5) Wong # 
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Whence enuie ſprang, and ſpecially becauſe - | - * - 
This proud prelate could not abide a Peere 
Within the land to rule the ſtate bylaives, : - 
Wherefore ſifting my life and-aftsmoſt neere, 
He neuer ceaſt, vntill, as you ſhall heare, -* 

By practiſe foule of him'and his allies, 

My death was wrought in moſt ynworthie wile, 


Dute of Glooefter.""— 33 


And firſthe ſought my doings to defame, ”- -- 
Byrumors falſe, whigh he and his did ſow::» 
Letters and billes to my reproch and ſhame + _ 
| Hediddeuiſe, and all about beſtow, - 
Whereby my troth in doubt ſhould daily grow, 
In England firſt, and afterward.inFrance, -.. 
Mouing all meanesto btirig me to miſchance, ' 


One quarell was,that where by commonlaw 
Murder and theft been puniſht all alike, ' 
Soas manſlayers, which bloodie blades do draw, 
Suffer no more then he that dothbur pike; 
Me thought the ſame no order politike, 
In ſetting paines tomake no difference, 
Betweene the leſſer and greater offence, 


Ibeing ſeene ſomewhat in ciuill law, 
Therules thercofreputed much bitter. 
Wherefore to keepe offenders more in awe, 
Like as the fault was ſmaller or greater;' - - 
$0 ſet Ipaines more eafier or bitter, * 
Aegting the qualiticofeuery offence, 
ſo according pronounced ſcatence. , 
Among ſtmy other Delis Imnentutis, 
Whiltrage of yomh mysediudifl ſubdue;. 
| Imuſtconfeſſe as the yerytruth is, + | 
Driven by defirefond fanciesto enſuc,: [O{ 
Athing 1did, whereof greattrouble;grew,: | 
Abuſing one to my noſmallrebuke, 5:1] lt bile! þ. 
Which wife was chento:lohw of Brabant Duke;: -:: [2.48 
£ alle 
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Called ſhe was Ladie Zaquet the faire, BELEE.: 
Delitefull in loue like Helexne of Troy: | vey Hes it | 
Tothe Duke of Bauier etehaghterdhete, - ENHED SS B- 
Herdid I marric to my greatannoy*:i 05 SELVIP 2007401002900 Ol ) 


Yet for a time, this dame I'didienio { 
With her whole lands withholding thein by force, t 
Till 1artin the Pope, betweene vs madediuorce. '— +) 


Yetall theſe blaſts notable wetero'moue ' mer arte ©1ctt 00] FU ood 
The anchor ſtrong, wherebymy {hi pdidftay, S106) ror 
Some other ſhift to ſeeke him'did "rang | | F299, 
Whereto ere long ill Fortune giade the way, 
Which _— was cauſe ofm 1996 WY 


And cruell death, oompailtbiret yy ee 12 hap t1t al 
Which fell our thus, aSnowlT difttoſe, 5 1Ue riienM 


Eleanor my wife, my Ducheſſe only deare, ' 

Iknownot how, but as the natureis 

Of women all, aye curious to enquire FIT 

Of things to come (thoughI confeſſe inthis © ot nh 

Her fault not ſmall) and thatſhe didamiſfſe;” tt > 0357000 
By witches skill, which Sorcerie ſome call, tt 1 
Would know of things which after ſhould befall.; 


And for that cauſe made her ſelfe acquainted | bo "21 IO 
With mother Madge, called thewitch of whey”: 99 THT POUNIGAL 
And with a Clerke that after was attainted, » -+,: 4 « 19: 191% 
Bolenbrokehe hight, thatlearned wasthdeways'” 4 ad) b% wi 
| Withother moe, which famous were that days: 71 257:36q 1 
As well in Science called Mathemaricall,' *'17 217 mira» " 
Asalſo in Magicke skill ſupernarurall;; 4 355 556 Ol bi 


Theſe cunning folkes ſhe ſeromworke to know! fag wi WE Th 
The tine how long theKidg hbuldtaryndzalgn; & f:HAV 
Some by the Starres, and fome by arenas 2 IM - WW Br: 
Some by witchcraft ſoughtknowled 02" Wa 
With like fancies, friuolous;fonda _— 1 Þil ih 7 
Whereofthough Iineeleitoſkeytien rt 07 910 2H 
| mrs ws or; oi 5 
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Yetbefides this there mpg ng 5 tint oe! 
How ſhe in waxe by counſel[ofthe witch, . * 

An Image made,crownedlike a King, 1... 
With Ford in hand, in ſhape andilikenefſefich 


r Ul 


| As was the King, which dailytheydidpitch+ 


Againſta fire, that as the waxe did melt, 
Soſhould his life conſume away vufelt. 


MyDucheſſe thus accuſed ofchigctime, 
Asſhe that ſhould ſuch practiſe firſt begin, | 
Mypart wasthen to yorienn the-time, - 
Giuing her leaue to deale alone therein; 
And fince the cauſe concerned deadly ſipne, 
Which to the Clergie only doth-pertaine, 
To deale therein Iplainly didrefraine. 


And ſuffered them her perſon to aſcite;---' 

Intotheir Courts, to anſwere and appeare, 

Which to my heart was ſure the greateſt ſpite- 

That cou!d be wrought, -and:touched me moſt neare, 

Toſce my wife, and Ladieleefeanddeare,.. | 
To my reproch, and plaine before my face, 
Entreated ſo, as one of ſortmoſt baſe. 


TheClergie then examining her cauſe, 
Conuinced her, as guiltie in-the ſame, 
Andſentence gaue according;to-their lawes; 
That ſhe and they whom I before did name - 
Should ſuffer death, or elſe ſome open ſhame : 
Of which penance my. wife "ay Ann had 
To ſuffer 7 tm of both. the two more bad, 


Andfirſt ſhe muſt by daies together three, 
Through London hop paſſe allalong in fight 
Bareleg'd and barefoot, thatall the world might ſee, . 
Bearing in hand a burning taper bright, : 
And not content with this extreame deſpight,. 

To worke me woe.inall they, mayor can, . 


This heinouscrime and oper worldly ſhame, 
With ſuch rigour ſhewed vnto my wie, 
Was afine fetch further thingsto frame, 
And nothingelſe buta preparariue - 
Firſt frotwoffice, and finally fromlife 
Me to depriue, and ſopaſling further, 
Whatlaw could not, tocxecute by murther, 


Which by (lic drifts, and windlaces aloofe, 
They brought about, perſwading firſt the Queene, 
Thatin effeQ it was the Kingsreproofe, - * 
And hers alſo, to be exempredcleane 
From princely rule, or that ir ſhouldbe ſcene 

A King of yeares ſtill gouernedto bee 

Like a pupill, that nothing could foreſee, 


The danger more,confidering theKing 
Was without child, Ibeing his nexc heire 
To rule the Realme;asPrince incuery thing 
Withourreſtraint, and all the ſway'to beate. 
With peoples loue, wherebyit was tofeare 
That my haut heart, ynbridtedin defire, 


Time would preuent, and tothe Crowne aſpire, '' 


Theſe with ſuch like were put into her head, © * 
Who ofher ſelfe was thereto ſoone enclin'd, 
Other there were that this ill humourfed, 
To neither part that had good will or mind, 
 TheDukeof Yorke our coſm moſt ynkind, 
Who keeping cloſe atitle to the Crowne, 
Lancaſters houſe did labourto pull downe. 


| Theftay whereof he tooke toſtandin me, - 
| Seeing the King of courage nothing ſtout, 
Neither of wit great perill to foreſee, 
So for purpoſe, if he could bring about 
Me to diſplace, then did he little doubr 
To gaine the Goale, for which he drove the ball, 
The Crowne (Lmeane) to catch ere itſhonld fall, 


My > ILY tc ca 


This 


- This hope made hima 


gainſtme to conſpire --- ' 
With thoſe which foes were to each otherlate, 
The Queene did weene to-win her whole defire, 
Which was torule the King andall the State 
IfI were rid, whom thereforeſhe did bate, 
Forecaſting not, when thatwas brought to paſſe, 
| How weake of friends the King her eds 


TheDukes two, of Exceſter; and Buckingham, 
With the Marquiſe Dorſettherein did agree, 
Butnamely the Marquiſe of Suffolke /#r{liaws, 
Contriuer chiefe of this'confpiracie, 
With other moe, that ate ſtill and did ſee 
Their morta!l foes onme to wher their kniues, 
Which turn'datlafſt ta lofleof all theirfiues, 


But yaine defire of ſoueraingticandrule, 
Which otherwiſe (Ambition) hath no.name, 
So ftir'd the Queene, that wilfull as a Mule, 
Headlong ſhe runnes from ſmoke into rhe flame, 
Driving a drift, which after 'did ſo frame, 
Asſbe, the King, with all their line and race, 
Depriued were. of honor, life, and place; 


 Soforpurpoſe ſhe thoughtitvery good, 


With former foes infriendſhip to confeder, 
The Duke of Yorke andother of his bluod, 
With News all, knit werethenall together, -' 
And Delapoole, friend afore to neither: | 
The Cardinall alſo came within this1liRt, * 
As Herode and Pilateto iudge Teſus Chriſt; 


This curſed league tod late diſcouered was 
_—_— lied hes ve rr on Oh 70 

e Queene and Carginallbrought it ſotopatle, 
With Marquiſe mags emer this -—" 
Whoſeill aduice was cqunteiveryfine, -/- 

With other moe which finely:could diſguiſe, | | 

With falſe viſducsmymiſchieferodeuife;! | ': > -: 


Aa - Concluding 


/ 


238 Hunfrey Plantapenet 

Concluding thus they point without delay | 

Parliament to hold, in ſome ynhaunted place, - 

Far from London, out ofthe common way, 

Where few or none ſhould ynderſtand thecaſe, -- : © 

But whom the Queene and Cardinall did embraces 
And fo forplace they choſe Saint Edmundſburic, 
Since when (ſome fay) England was neuer merrie, 


Summons was ſent this company to call, / - 
Which made me muſe, that in ſo greata caſe 
I ſhould no whit of counſell be atall, 
Who yet had xule, and nextthe King in place, 

Me thought nothing my ftate could more diſgrace 
 ___ Thentobearename, andineffe&tobe 
A Cypher in Algrim, asall men might ſee. 


And though iuſt cauſe Thad for to ſuſpe&t 

The time and place appointed by my foes,, 
- And that my Hiends moſt plainly did deteR 
The ſubrill traine, and praCtiſe of all thoſe 


Which againſt me great treaſons did ſuppoſe, 
Yet truſt of truth witha conſcience cleare * 
Gaue me good heart, in thatplace toappeare, 


Vpon which truſt with more haſte then good ſpeed, 
Forward I went to that vnluckie place 
Dutie to ſhew, and no whit wasin dread 
Ofany traine, but bold to ſhew my face 
As a true man, yet ſo fell outthe caſe 
Thar after trauell ſeeking for repoſe, - 
An armed band mylodging didencioſe. 


\ 


The Vicount Beaumonunt,whofor the time ſupplied 
The office ofhigh Conſtable of the Land, | 
Was with the Queene and Cardinall allied, 
By whoſe ſupport he ſtoutly tooke in hand 
My lodging to enter withan armed band, 

And for Figh treaſon my perſon did arreſt, ' 


Andlaid me that night where him ſecmedbeſt, / - : ne | 


Duke of Ghceſter. 


Then ſhaking and quaking, for:dreadof a dreame, 
Halfe waked all nakedin bed as Llay, - | 
What time ſtrake the chime'ofmine houre extreame, 
Oppreſt was my reſt with mortall _ 
My foes did vncloſe, Iknow not which way 
y chamber dores, and boldly in brake, 
And had me faſt before I could wake, 


Thoulookeſt now, that ofmy ſecretmurther, 
Tſhould at large the maner how declare, | 
Ipray thee Balawine aske of me no further, 
For Peakin plaine, it came oat vnware, 
AsImy ſelfe, which caught was in the ſnare, 
Scarcely amable the circumſtance to ſhew, 
Which was kept cloſe, and knowne but ynts few. 


But be thou fure by violence it was, 

And no whit bred b ſickneſfle or diſeaſe, 

Thatfeltit well before my life did paſſe, 

For when theſe wolues mybodie once did;ſcaſc, 

VſedIwas but ſmally to mineeaſe, | | 
With torments ſtrong which went ſo neere the quicke, 
As made me die before that I was ficke. 


APalfie (they faid) my vitall ſpirits oppreſt, 
Bred by Sw ee chatis blacks. 
This for excuſe tolay, them ſeemed beſt, 
Leſtmy true friends the cauſe might further racke, 
And fo perhaps diſcouer the whole packe 
Ofmy falſe foes, whom they might well ſuſpe&t 
For cauſes great, which after tooke effect, 


Dead was I found by ſuch as beſt did know 
hemaner how the ſame was brought to paſſe, 
And then my corps was ſet out fora ſhow, 
By view whereo nothing perceiued was: 
Whereby the world may 7p asinaglaſſe,, 
Th'vnſure ſtate of them that molt hie, - ws 
Whichthen dreadleaſt, win denger is moſt we, 
a2 | 
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And alſo ſee what danger they arein, v © 
Which next their King are toſucceedin place ;- +> 
Since Kings moſt part be icalous of their kin, | | 
Whoml adviſe, forewarned by my caſe, | 
To beare low faile, and not toomuch embrace: 
The peoples loue : for as Seve faith truly: 
O quan funcit us eft fanor populi. 


| G.. Ferry, 


HOW LORD WILLIAM DE-LA POLE 
Duke of Suffolke was worthily baniſhed, for 
abuſing his King, and cauſing the deſtruction 
of the good Duke Humfrey, Anno 
Dom. 1450. * 


& Eauic is the hap whereto all men bebound, 
Y I meanethe death, which no eftate may flic: 
> But tobe baniſht, headed, andthen drown'd:” | 
25 (eg In finke of ſhame from topofhonorshie, * - 
£e Wasneuer man fo ſeru'd 1 thinke but1.. 
Baldwine amongſt thereſt byright, 
Iclaime of thee my wofull caſe to write, 


My only life in all points may ſuffice, 

To ſhew how baſe all baits of Fortune be, 

Which thaw like yce,through heate of enuies eyes;. 

Of vicious deeds which much pofſefled me, 

Good hap with vice, long time cannotagree, 
Which bring beſt Fcerrunes to the baſet fall,. 
And happieſt hap toenuie to be thrall, 


Ca'ledT was Villiam Dela Poole, 4 

Of Suffolke Duke in Quecne CIMargurets daies, 

That found the meane Duke Hamfreys blood to coole;.. 

Whoſe worthie aQts deſerue eternall praiſe, 

Whereby Inote that Fortune cannorraiſe | 

. Any aloft, without ſomeethers wrackes ' 5 05% ff 
Flouds droyneno fields before they finda bracke, 


Duke of Southfolke.. 


But as the waters which doe breake the walles 
Doc loſe their courſe they had withinthe ſhore, 
Anddaily rotting ſtinke within their ſtalles, 
Forfault ofmouing which they found before ; 
Eucn ſo the ſtate that ouer highisbore, 

Doth loſe the life of peoples loue ithad, 

And rotsitſelfe yntill itfalltobad, 


For while I was but Earle, ech man was glad 

Toſay and doe the beſt by me my might: 

AndFortune euer finceI was alad, 

b Did file ypon me witha chearcfull fight, 

For when my King had doubed mea Knight 
And ſent me forth to ſerue at warre in France, 
My luckly ſpeed mine honour did enhance. 


Where, to omit the many feates I wrought 
Vnder others guide, I do remember one, 
Which with my ſouldiers valiantly was fought, 
None other Captaine ſaue my rag. alone, 
Imeanenotnow th'apprinze of Pucell Ione 

In which attempt my trauaile was not ſmall, 


Though Burgoyne Duke had then the praiſe of all, 


Thefiege of Awmarle is the featIpraiſe: 
Aftrong built Towne, with caſtels,walles,and yaults, 
With men and weapon armd at all afſaies : 
TowhichT gaue nigh fiue times fiue aſſaults, 
Tillat thelaſt they yeelded it for naughts. 
YetLord Rambars moſt like a valiant Knight, 
Defended itaslong as ere he might. > 


But whatpreuailed it theſe townesto winne, 

Which ſhortly after muſtbe loſt againe? 

Whereby Ice there is more gloryin 

The keeping things, then is iu theirattaine : 

To gerand keepe not, is bur loſſe and paine. 
Therfore ought mEprouide to faue their winnings 
Inallattemprs, elſe kk they their beginnings, 

; 7 Oo po Aa3 
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Becauſe 


34 Willam de la Pole” 

Becauſe we could not keepe the townes we won, 

For they were morethen we might cafily weeld, © '- ' 

One yeareyndid what wein ten had done : 4430738 

Enuic at home, treaſon abroad, did yeeld' ' 1D 231170900 

King Charles hisRealme ofFrance,madebarrenfield;'' - 
For bloodie warres had waſted all encreaſe, | 
Which caus'd the Popehelp need toſue for peace. 


So thatin Touraineat the towne of Fours 
Duke Charles and other for their Prince appered, 
So did Lord Reſſe and Ithen Earle, for ours: 
And when we ſhewed wherein each other dered, 
We ſought out meanesall quarels to haue clered, 
Wherein the Lords of Germanie, of Spaine, 
Of Hungarie, and Denmarke, tooke great paine. 


- Butfith we could no finall peace induce, 
For neither would the others couenants heare, 
For eighteene months wedid concludeatruce 3 
And while as friends welay together there, 
Becauſe my warrant did me therein beare, 
| To make a perfit peace and through accord, 
I fought a mariage for my ſoueraigne Lord. 9 


And for the French Kings daughters were too ſmall, 

I fancied moſt Dame © Margaret his niece, 

Alouely Ladie beautifull andtall; 

Faire ſpoken, pleaſant, and a Princely piece, 

In wit andlearning matchleſſe hence to Greece, 
Duke Rayzersheire of Aniow, King by tile 
OfNaples, Ierufalem, and Sicillle, 


But ere I could the grant of her attaine, 
All that our King had ofher fatherslands, LEES 
As Maunts the towne, the countie whole of Maine; - 
And moſt of Aniow duchie in our hands, 
Idid releaſe him by affured bands. 
And asfordowriewith her noneI ought, 
Ithoughtnopeace could be too deerelybought, 


hed i Co. _ 
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And when this mariagethrowly wasagreed 

Although my King was dof ſuchamake, 

Hisvncle Hwmfrey hated itindeed, 

Becauſe thereby his precontract hebrake, 

Made with the heire of the Earle of Arminacke, 
A noble maid with ſtore of goods endowed, 


Which more then this with loſle the Duke allowed. 


But loue and beautie in the King ſo wrought, 

That neither gaine or promiſe he regarded, 

Burſet his vncles counſell ſtill atnoughte : 

And for my paines Lhighly wasawarded, 

Thus vertue Rarues, butluſtfood muſt be larded. 
For Imade Marqueſlſe wenttoFrance againe, 
And brought this bride vnto wy Souecraigne. 


Athome becauſe Duke Hamfrezayerepined, 

Calling their match aduoutrie (as it was) 

The Queene did moue me, erſt thereto enclined, 

To helpe to bring him to his Reguiemmaſie, 

Which fith it could for no crime come to paſle, 
His life and doings were ſorightandclere, 


Through priuy murder we broughthim to his bere, | 


Thus righteouſneſſe brought Hamfrey torebuke, 
Becauſe he would no wickednefſe allow, | 
But for my doings1 was made a Duke, . 
SoFortune can both bend and ſmooth herbrow 
On whom ſhe liſt, notpaſſing why or how, 
O Lord how high; how:ſoone fhe did merailſc, 
How faſt ſhe fill dmeboth with prayes andpraiſe! 


The Lords and Commons bothof like affent, 
Belought my ſoueraigneikneeling of their knees, 
For torecord my deeds.intheParlament, 
As deeds deſeruing euerlaſtinpifees. / ' 
Inwhich attempt they did ng labourlecſs, 

For they ſet not my praiſe ſo faſtinflame, 

As he wasreadic to reward the ſaine. 
: Aa 4 


But 


.ye pie © ; HEY % 
144 William delaPole &c. 
But note the end : my deedsſo worthic deemed - 
Of King,of Lords,and Commons all together, -- ” 
Were ſrortly after treaſons falſe eſteemed, * 2 
Andall mencurſtQueene ES comming hithere 
For {bar/es the French King in his feats notlither, 
When we had rendred Rayner,Maunts,and Maine, 
Found meane to win all Normandie againe, 


This made the people curſe the mariage, 
Eſteeming it the cauſe of cuery lofle : 
Wherefore at me with open mouth they rage, 
Affirming me thaue brought the Realme to moſle 2 
When King and Queene feos thingsthus go acrofle, 
To quietall a Parlament they called, 
Andcauſed me inpriſonto bethralled, 


And ſhortly after brought me forth abrode, 
Which made the Commons more then double wood: 
And ſome with weapons would haue laid on lode, 
If their grand Captaine Blewberd in his mood” - 
Had not in time with wiſdome been withſtood 2 

But though that he and more were executed, 

The people ſtill their worſt againſtme bruted, 


And ſoapplied the Parliament with billes, 
Of hainous wrongs and open traiterous crimes, 
That King and Queene were forſt againſt their willes, 
From place to place radiourne it diuers times, 
For Princes power islike the ſandie ſlimes, 
Which muſtperforce giueplace ynto the waue, 
Or ſue the windie ſourges when they raue, 


Their life was not more deare to them thenT, 
Which made them ſearchall ſhifts to faue me ill, 
But aye my focs ſuch faults did on metric, 

That to preſerue me from a worlerill, 

The King was faine fulkſore againſt his will, 

For five yeares ſpace.to ſend me in exile, 

In hope tohauereftor dme inawhile.. 


Bur marke how vengeance yaiteth ypon vice, 

' Toſhun this ſtorme, inſaylingtowardsFrance, - . 
ADirats Barke, that wasoflittle price, 

Encountred me vpon the ſeas by chance, 

' Whoſe Captaine there tooke meas inatrance,. 
Let paſſe my ſhips, with all their frait and load, 
Andled me backeagaine to Douer road. 
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Where vnto merecounting allmy faults; 

As murthering of Duke Hawfrey itthis bed, ..- 

And how I had broughtallthe Realme to naughts,, 

Cauſing the King vnlawfully to wed, 

There was no grace but I muſt lofe my head. 

| Wherefore Fe made meſhtjue me in his bote, 
Andon the britke iny necke in two he ſmote, 


This was mine end : which wasby reaſon due 

Tome, and ſuch as others deaths procure. 

Therefore be bold tq write, for it istrue, 

That whoſo doth ſuch pratiſe put iti vre, 

Ofdue reward at laſt ſhall be mo ſure, 
For God is iuſt, whoſe ſtroke delayed long, 
Doth lightatlaſt with paine mare ſharpe and ſtrong, 


WW, Baldwine. 


HOW IACK CADE NAMING. HIM- 
SELFE MonrTimtEeR, TRAYTEROVSLY 
rebelling againſt his King, in Iune, nn 
I450. wasfor histreaſons and cruell doings 

worthilie puniſhed, 


FEZISG Fs HallI it Fortune call, or my froward folly, 

DI QPES Thatraisd meypand laid medowne below ? 
Ez $A Or was it courage that made me ſo iolly,, 

|*&;; P bY ; | Which of the ſtarresand bodies greement grow? 
On Whatereit were this onepoint ſure Iknow, 
Which ſhall be meete for every man to marke ; 

Ourluſt and willesour cuils chiefely warke. 


34.6 Lack (Ge. 
It may be well that Planets doe encline, - © _ 
Andour complexionsmoueour mindestoill,..: 
But ſuch isreaſon, thatthey bring to fine - 
No worke vnayded of ourluſt and will : 
For heauen and earth are ſubie&tbothco skill, 

The will of Godrul'th all icis ſoftrong, 

Man may by skill guide thingsthatto him long. 


Though luſt be ſtout, and will enclin'd to nought, 
This rſt by mixture, thatby heauens courſe, 
Yet through the grace God hath in reaſon rought 
And giuetiman, no luſt nor will to courſe, 
But may be ſtaied or ſwaged of the ſourle, 

So that it ſhall in nothing force the minde 

To worke our woe, or leaue the proper kind, 


But though this grace be giuen to ſome man 

To rule the will, and keepe the mind aloft, 

Yet fewtherebe'mongſt menthar vſe it can, 

Theſe worldly pleaſurestickle vs ſooft 

The ſpirit weake, and will ftrong, fleſhis ſoft, 
And yeeldes it ſelfeto-pleaſurethat it louerh, ' 
And hales the mind to that it moſtreproueth., 


Now if this hap whereby we yeeld our mind 

To luſt and will, be Fortune as we name her, 

Then is ſhe iuſtly calledfalſcandblind, * 

Andnoreproch canbe toomuch to blame her : 

Yetis the ſhame our owne when ſo weſhameher, 
For ſure this hap if it berightly knowne, _ 
Comes of our {clues, aud ſo theblame our owne, 


For whoſo liveth inthe ſchoole of skill, ' 

And medleth not with any worlds affaires, 

Forfaketh pomps and honors, that doe ſpill 

The mindsrecourſe to Graces quictftaires, 

His ſtate noFortuneby no-meane appaires:- ||| 
For Fortune is the only for of thoſe e197 I 1484 
Which to the worldthrir wretched willes diſpoſe. 


mas £4. wcwo&O co oo 


LN 
o 


Among which fooles(marke Balawine) I am one, |, 


That would not ſtay my ſelfe in mine eftate: - 
Ithought torule but to-obaytonone, | | 
Andtherefore fell I with my King atbate, 
Andto theend I mighthim bettermate;- [- . 
Jobs Mortimer cau('d my felfebe called, 


Whoſe kingly.bloud the Herries nigh had thrall'd. | 


This ſhift I vs'd the people to perſwade, 
Toleaue their Prince, on my fidemore to ſticke, 
Whereas indeed my fathers name was Cade, 
Whoſe noble ſtocke was ntuer wortha flicke, 
Buttouching wit I was both ripe and quicke, 

Had ſtrength oflimmes large ftature,comely face, 


Which made men weene my linage were hot baſe. 


And ſeeing ſtoutnes ſtucke by men.in Kent, 
Whoſe valiant hearts refuſe noneenterpriſe, . 
With falſe perſwaſions ſtraight to them Iwent, 
Andfaid they ſuffered too great iniuries :-. 
Bymeane whereof Icauſed themto riſe, 


Andbattaile-wiſe to comets Blacke Heath plaine, 


And thence their griefes vntothe King complaine. 


Who being deafe (as men ſay) on thateare,. 
For we defired releaſe of ſubſidies, 
Refuſed roughly our requeſts to heare, 
And came againſt vs as his enewies: 
But weto ſtay him ſought out ſubrilties, 
Remou'd our Campe, and backe to Senock went, 


After whomthe Scaffords with their power were ſent; 


Sec here how Fortuneſerting vs a flote, 

Brought to our nets a portion'of ourpray. 

For why, the Stafford: withtheir armyhote,. / 

Afailed vs at Senocke where welay: 

From whence aliue they parted notaway. 
Which when the Kings rerinue vnderftood,. 

Theyallaffirm'd my quaretitobe-good... 
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Which caus'd theKing and Queene whomall did hate; 
Toraiſc theircampe, and ſuddenly d by fi 
And thatthey might the peoples grudge abate, f 
T'impriſon me full ſore againſt their fave. fi " 
Lord Saye was one, whom Tmade after ſmart, - 

For when the Sraffordsand theirhoſt was ſlaine, 

To Black-heath field I marched backe againe. 


And where the King would nothing heare before, 

Now was he gladto ſend to know my mind: 

AndI thereby enflamed much the more, - 

Refuſ'd his grants, fofollymade me blind, 

For this he flew and left Lord Scales behind, , 
To helpethe Towne and firenghten London Tower, 
Towards which Imarched forward with my power: 


And found thereall things atmine owne defire : 
Ientred London, did there whatT lift. . 
The Treaſurer, Lord Saje, Idid cdnfpire 
To haue condemned : whereof when Tmiſt, 
(For he by law my malice didrefity  _. 
By force I tooke him in Guildhall from th'heape, 
And headed him before the crofle in Cheape, 


His ſonne in law [ames Cromer Shrief of Kent 
I caught at Mile-end where as then he lay, 
Bekeaded himand on apoleI ſent _ 4 
His head to Lendon where his fathers lay. 
With theſe two heads I madea pretyplay, 
For pight on poles I bare them through the ſtreec, 
And for my ſport made ech kifſe other ſweet, 


Then brake I priſons, let forth whom Iwold, 
And vsd the ity asSithadbeenmine: 
Tooke from the Merchants money, ware and gold 
From ſome by force, from other ſome by fine, 
This at the length did cauſe them torepine, 

So that Lord Scales conſenting with the Maire, 
Forbad ys to their City to repaize, b 
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. Forall this while mine hoſt in Southwarke lay, 
Who when they knew our paſſage was denied, 
Came boldly to the bridge and-madt a fray, 
For in we would, the townes men nacebe :; 
But when with ſtrokes we had the marter tried, 
We wan the bridge and ſetmuch part on fire, 
This done to Southwarke batke we did retire, 


The morow after came.the Chancellour, 
With generall pardon formy men, halfe gone,” 
' Which heard and read, the reft withinan houre, - - 
Shranke all away each manto ſhift for one, | 
* Andwhen I ſaw they leftme poftalone, 
Idid diſguiſe me likea Knight of the poft, 
Andinto Suffex;rodeall hope wastoft, 


And thereT lurkedtill chat cutfedcoyne; 

That refilefſe begle fought and found me ont, 

For ſtraight the King by promiſe did enioyne 

Athouſand marke to whomfocuer mought 

Apprend my corps;which made them ſeeke abont 2 
Among the which one eAlexander [den 


Found out the hole, whereim the Foxe was hidden.. - 


ButereIfell, I put himto histrumps, 
Foryceld I would not while my hands would hold, 
| Buthope'of money made him Rtir his ftunps, -/ 
Andto affault me valiantlyand bbld..” . 
Twohoures and more qur combat was not cold, 
Till at the lathe lentnie ſuch a ftroke, 
That downe I fell and neuer after poke, 


Then was my carcaſecariedike ahog, - 

ToSouthwarke borow where ir lay anighr,” 

The next day drawne'to Newgate like a dog, 

All men reioycing atthe rufull fight : - 

Then were on yrom my perboik' quarterspight, -. 
And ſetalofrfor yermine to denour;7 '' ©» 
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Full little know we wretches what we do, 

When wepreſume our Princes to refit, 

We warre with God, againfthis glorie to, 

That placeth in his office whom heli : 

Therefore was neuer traytour yet but miſt 
The marke he ſhot, and came to ſhamefull end, 
Nor neuer ſhall till God be forftto bend. | 
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God hath ordain'd the power, all Princesbe 

His Lieutenants or deputies inRealmes, 

Againſt their foes therefore fighteth he, 

And as his enmies driues them to extreames, 

Their wiſe deuices prouebut doltiſhdreames, 
No ſubie& ought for any kind of cauſe | 
To force the Prince, but yeeld him to the lawes, 
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Wherefore O Ba/dwine warne men followreaſon, 
Subdue their willes, and be not Fortunes {laues, 
A ſhamefull end doth euer follow treaſon, 
There is no truſt in rebels, raſcall knaues, 
In Fortune lefle; which workethas the waves: 
From whoſe aſſaults who lifteth to ſtand free. 
Muk follow skill, and ſo contented bee. 4 
W. Baldwint. 
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THE TRAGEDIE OF EDMVND DYKE 
OF SOMMERSET, SLAINE IN THE FIRST 
batraile at Saint CZ1Ubares, the 23. day of May, 

in thc'32, yeare of Herrie the ſixt, Auxo 
Dom. 1 45 4+ { 

RyYOme I ſuppoſe are borne ynfortunate, 

Elſe —_— endeuourscould notull ſucceed, 

Whar ſhall I call it? ill fortune or fate, _ 

That {ome mens attempts haue neuer good ſpeed, 

Their trauell thankleſle, all bootleſſe their heed, - - 

Where otherynlike in working or skill, 

Out wreltle the world, and wealdit at wil 
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, | Edmund Dukeof Sommerſet. 


Ofthe firſt number I count my ſelfe one, 

ToallmiſhapI weene predeſtinate, 

Belceue me Baldwinethere be few or none, - 

To wh&m Fortune was euer more ingrate.-. i: 

Make thou therefore mylifea caucate;;.: - - + 
That whoſo with force will worke againſt kind, 
Saileth (as who faith)againſt the ftreame and winde, 


For Iof Somerſet Duke Edymndhight, 
ExtraQtby deſcent from Lancaſterline, 
. Were it by follie, or Fortunes deſpite, -:. 
Or by ill ape of ſome crooked figne, 
Of mine attempts could neuer ſee good fine + 
What ſo I began did ſeldome well end: - : 
God from ſuch Fortune all good men defend, | 


WhereI thought to ſane, moſt partT did ſpill, » - 
For good hap with me wasalway at warre. 
| Thelinage of Yorke whom Ibare ſo ill, 
| Bymy ſpite became bright as the morning ſtar, 
Thus ſomewhiles men make when faine they would mar, 
The more ye lop trees, the greaterthey grow, 
The more ye ſtop ſtreames, thehigher they flow. 


Maugremy fpite, his fame grew the more, 

; Andmine, as the Moone in the wane, waaxtleſle : 

For hauing the place which he had before, 

Gouvernour —_ needsT muſt conſeſſe, 

That loſt was Normandie without redrefle, 
Yet wrought I alwaies that wit might contriue, 
But what doth. it boote with the fireame to ſtriue ? 


Borne was I neither towarre ne topeace, - 
For Mars was maligne toall my whole trade ; 
My birth Tbelecue was in /owes decreaſe, 
When Cancer in hiscourſe bein retrograde. 
Declined from So! to Saturn ſhade, frag fr 
Where aſpe&ts were good, oppolites did marre; ... 
So grew mine ynhap both in peace. and warte.. 


A ftrange natiuitic in calculation,;: 
As all my liues courſe did after well declare, - - 
Whereofin briefe to makerelation, - - - 1>-.. 
That other by me may learnetobeware,//> +: // - 1:17; 
Ouerlight credence was cauſe of mycare; ::1 - 
And want of foreſightin giuingafſent-: 
Tocondemne Haumfrey that Duke innocent. 


Humfrey Imeane that was the Proteour, -/ 
Duke of Gloceſter ofthe royall blood, | 
Solong as he was Englands direCtour, | 
King Henries title tothe Crowne was good, 
This Prince as apiller moſtftedfaſtly ſtood, 
Or like a prop ſet vndera vine, 
 Inftateto vphotdall Lancafters line. -- 


O heedleſle truſt, ynware of harme tocome, - 
O malice headlong ſwift to ſerue fond will, 
Did euer nat man ſo much benome - 
Of prudent forecaſt, reaſon, wit, andskill, 
"As meblind Bayard conſenting'to ſpill ::11 
The blood of my cofin,myrefuge and tay; © - / 
To my deſtruction making open way? - ' | | - 


Solong as the Dukebarethe ſtroke and ſway, .- 
So long no Rebels quarels durſt begin:' - 244 
But when the poſt was pulled once away, - - © 
Which ſtood to yphold the King:and his kin,- 
Yorke and his bandersproudlypreaſed in *- * * 
Tochallenge the Crowne by title of right, 
Beginning with law and ending with might, - 


Abroad went bruits in countrey and towne 

That Yorke of England was the heire true, 
And how Henrie had vſurped the Crowne 
Againſtall right, which all the Realme mightrue,. 
The people then embracing titles new, 


 Irkeſome of preſentand longing for change, - *-* 


Afſlcnted ſoone becauſe they loue torange, * - 


252 Edmund Dukgof Somerſet... 
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True is the text which wee in ſcripture read, 
Ve terreilh, cuinsrex oft per,” 
'Woe to thar land wheteof a chitd ishead, 1 
Whether child or childiſh, the caſe is one ſure : 
Where Kings bee yong, we dayly ſtein vre, 
The cople awleſſe, by weakenes of their head, 
Leade their lives lawleſſe, bhauing noneto dread. 


Andno lefſe true is this text apaine, 
Beataterra cuins rex eft nobilis, | 
Bleſt is the land where a ſtout King doth raine, 
Where in good peace ech man poſlefſerh his, 
Where ill men feare to fault or do amiſle, 
Wherea ſtout Pririceis preſt, with ſword in band, 
At home and abroad his erimiesto wi 


Incaſe King 'Hexry had beene ſuch a "—"_ 

Hardy and ſtout as his fathers afore, 

Long mought he haue —_ _ throne, 

Without any feare of cormmonn | 

But dayly his weakenefſeſhew inore wmaimore, 
Which boldnefle' pate to þ amr apetng band, 
Toſpoile himar laſtboth of life and land, 


His humble heart was nothing vaknowen, | 
Tothegallants of Yorke andthilr my 
Apround lying low is ſoone ou! 
And ſhored houſes exnnorlong e contig: 
Joints cannot knit where as i9fio finew. 
And ſoa Prince, notdread x well as loued, 
Is from his place by praRtiſeſoone remoned, - 


WellmoughtI ſee, had I not watited braine, 

The worke begun to o ynderrmminethe flare, '' | 
When the chiefe linke was looſed from the chuine,” 
Andthat ſome durſt ypon bloud toyall rate, | 


Howtickle a hold had 1 of minceſtate.” i a2 


When the chiefe tay flat! 50 the flote; -* rap 
 MoughtnotTt temyſt Ha entire 
B 
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354. Edmund Dake wa 


So mought Ialſo dame Iargaret the:Queene 

By meane of whom this nailNicke bran, began,” 

Did ſhe (trow ye) her ſc{fe nat btierweena»:i- 

Death to procure tothatmoſtwarthy nat?! 

Which ſhe and hers afterward mo well ban, 
On whomdid hang (as Ibeforc haue ſaid) 
Her husbands life, Tis honour and his ayd. 


For whilſt he Jiued which was our able ſtay; -+ 

Yorke and his impes were kept as vodetyoke py 

But when the Piller remeuied was away; - - | © 

Then burſt out flame, that late before was Grabs, 

The traytour couert then caſt off his cloke, | 
And from his dencame forth in open light, | 
With titlesblind which be ſerforth for tight... ; 


But this tobring about, him firftbehoved 

TheKing and his kin afunder ſpr to ſer; (ied 26 20001} brunt 
Who being perforceorpratiſe remoped, 1; // 21! 11ſn11u hoo, 
Then had they avoided the principalltet,..," ep > -1r31 4 | _ c _ ii 


Which keptthedo —_— Gantbanensy 


The next pointafzer,was,.th lvcerey lave;:! wy oor 
In rule aboue the re! * htc * =— idols ry 


Therefore was I firſt whom they pptomtofiplaces ;:.97l 5icr: ul ir 

No cauſe pretending bug Sh oprnePrivedles Toenall: 

The Crowne of _ ot = A ol's gr oy ha 7.001! a 

Why to the Commons Ny bumas ſo 2a oct bot 

My faults were clokes their praRtile to conceals, rl 2corect 02 200% 
In counſaile hearipg;confifer the intents «©: Fe BP bh ny 
For in pretence oftrughtreaſanofti is mend gazlq cid ono 
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And ifby hap he could ſobringabour; : | © . 
Them to ſubdue at his awne wiſh and will, 
Then would hee wax ſqarrogantand tour, 
That no reaſon his outrage nigh fulfill, 
Butto proceed ypomhispurpoſe fill: *. /:. 


Til Kingandcolinfaitebroughtwere in one caſe : 


Such is their follytorebels to giue place, | 


Sofor the fiſh caſting forth ane, 
The next point was in drjuing out theplat,: 
Commonsto cauſe in rage tofumeand fret, 


| Andtorebell, I cannot tell for what, 


Requiring redrefle of this andofthat : 
Who if they ſpeed, the ſander at receit 
Graſp will the pray, for which he dothawait, 


Thenby furmiſe of ſome thing pretended; 

Such to diſplace as they may well ſuſpeR, 

Like to withſtand their milchiefe intended, 

Andin their roomes their banders toelect, 

The aduerſe party proudly toreief, -: . 
Andthen with reports the fimpletoabule, |: 
And when theſe helps faile, openforce to vie. 


$othis Dukes traines were couertand not feene, 
Which ment no lefle, thathe moſtpretended, 
Like toa Serpent couert yndergreene, 


Tothe wealepublique ſcemed wholly bended:: 


Zealous hee was, and would haueall things mended, 


But by that mendment nothing els he ment 
Butto be King, to that marke was his bent, 


For had he beene plaine, as he mentindeed, » . 
Henry to depoſe \ wo the royaltplace, ] 
His haſte had been waſte, and much-worle his ſpeed, 
The King then Rtandipg in bis peoples grace. - 
This Dule thereforeſet fortha/goadly face, 

As one that mentno cuereltior the Crowne, 


Such as barerule he xmas downe. 
'S 
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Bur all fornought ſo long asI bareftroke 
Serued theſe drifts, and proued all vaine: 
The beſt help then was people to prouoke, 
To make commotion and vprores amaine: 
Which to appeaſe the King himſelfe was faine, 
From Blacke Heath in Kent to ſend me tothe Tower, 
Such was the force of rebels in. that hower. 


Thetroublous ſtorme yettherewith was not ceaſed, 
For Yorke wasbent his purpoſeto purſue, 

Who ſcing how fpeedily I wasreleaſed, 

Andill ſucceſſe of fufferance to enſue : 

- Thenlike /#dasynto his Lord ynrrue, 

Efteeming time loſt anylongerto defarre, 

By Warwickes ayd proclaimed open warre. 


At S;Albanes towne both our hoſtes did meete, 
_ Which totry afield was no cquall place, 
Forſt we were to fight in euery lane aud ftreete, 
No feare of foes could make me ſhun the place :: 
There I and Warwicke fronted faceto face, 
Atan Inne dore, the Callle wasthe fhgne; 
Where with a ſword was cut my fatall line. 


Oft was I warned to come in Caſtle none, 

Hauing no miſtruſt of any common{igne,. 

I'did imagine a Caſtle built with tone, 

For of no Inne could the ſame diuine: 

In Prophets skillmy wit was neuer fine, 
A foole is he thatſuch yaine dreames doth dred;. 
And more foole he that will by them be led.. 


My life Iloſt in that valucklyplace, ; 
With many Lords that leanedto mypart *- /- 
The ſtout Earle Percy had no better. grace, 
Clyfford couragious could nor ſhun the dart, 
Buckingham heir was at this mortallmart, -_ | 
Babthorp th Atturaey with his Skill in faw;® 
In pleading hecreappeaged yoryraw. IQ 21 244% 
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King Herrie thus difarmed of his bands; ' © 
His friends and followers wanting affiftence, 
Was made a prey vnto his enemies hands, 
Depriued of power and Princely reuerence, 
And as a pupill void of all experience, 

Innocent plaine, and fimplie witted, 

Was as a Lambe vnto the Wolfecommitted, 


AParliament then was called with ſpeed, 
AParliament ? nay, aplaine conſpiracie, 
When againft right it was decreed, 
That after the death of the fixt Henri, 
Yorke ſhould ſucceed vnto the regaltie, 
Andin his life the charge andproteRion, 
OfKing and Realme at the Dukes direction, 


Andthus was Yorke declared ProteQour, 

Proteour ſaid I? nay, Proditor plaine : 

Arancke rebell the Princes diretour, 

Avaſſall to leade his Lord and Soueraigne. 

What honeſt heart would not conceiue difdaine 
To ſee the foot ſurmount aboue the head? 
Amonſter is in ſpite of nature bred. 


| Somehappily heere will moue afarther doubt, 
And as for Yorkes partalledge an elderright : 

. Obraineleſſe bk that ſo run inand out. . 
Whenlength oftime a ſtate hath firmely pight, 
| And —_ accord hath putall ftrife to a ghr, 

Wereit not better ſuch titles ſtill to ſleepe, 
Then all aRealme about the triall weepe ? 


From the female came Yorke, and all his ſeed, 
And we of Laxca#ter from the heire male, 
Ofwhom three Kingsin orderdid ſucceed, 
By iuſt deſcent : this isno fained tale. 


Who would haue thoughtthat any ſtorme or gale 
Our ſhip could ſhake, hauing ſuch anker hold? 
 NoneIthinke fuxe, ynlefſe that God ſowoutd, 
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253 Edmund Duke of Sommerſet, © 


Afﬀeer this hurle the King wasfainets flee! -- 

Northward in poſt, For Toriine andrelecfe!. 

O bleſſed God how ftrapgeitwas toſe, 

Arightfull Prince purſued as a theefe : 

Tothee O England, what can be more repreefe? 
Then to purſue thy Prince with armed hand, 
What greater ſhame may betoanyland? : -/ / 


Traytours did triumph, twue menlayin duft, - 

Reuing and robbing roiftedevery where, -- 

VVill tood for skill, and law obeyed luft,- :: + 11 + 

Mighttrode downeri jeting there wasno feare, 

The title was tried only by ſhield and-ſpeare. ©: 
All which vnhaps that they were not foreſeene, 
Suffolke was in fault, whoruled King and Queene, 


$ome heere perhaps, do looke Iſhouldaceuſe ' 
My ſelfe of fieight, or ſubtiltie vniuſt, - 


VVherein I ſhould my Princes carcs abuſe-; 
Againſt the Duke, to _—_ inmiftruſt : 


Some part whereof, thoughneeds confeſſe Imuſt, 
My fault only confiftedin conſent, | 
Leaning to my foes, whereof Ido repent. 


IfI atfirſt when brands began to ſmoke, 
The ſparkes to quench by any way had ſought, 
Neuer had England felt this mortall ftroke, 
V'Vhich now too late lamenting helpeth nought. 
Two points of wit, too-dearely have I bought, 
The firſt, that betteristimely to foreſee, 
Then after ouer late a counſellour to bee. 


The ſeconds, not eafily to affent 
Toaduice giuen againſt thy faithfullfriend, 
But of the | ponderthe intent, 
The meaning full, the point, and finall end, 
ASaint in ſhew, inproofe is found aFeend, 
The ſubtill man the ſunple-toabule;- 
Much pleafantſpeechandeloquence doth vſe.. 
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And ſo was Tabiis'd frid othet moe " > | ff? **\7 © 
- By S»ffolkes ſleights, who ſought to pleaſe the Queene, 
Forecaſting not the miſerie and woe 
VVhich therefore came, and ſoone was after ſeene : 
VVith gloſing tongue he made vsfooles to weene,:. 
That Hnumfrey did to Englands Crowne afpire, 
VVhich to preuent, his death they didconſpire, 


VVhat ſhould I more of mine ynhaps declare, 
VVhereof my death at laft hath made an end? 
Not Ialone was void ofall this care, | 
Some beſides me there were that did offend, 
None Iaccuſe, nor yet my ſelfe defend, 
Faults I know I had, as none liues without, 
My chiefe fault was folly, I put thee out of doube, 


Folly was the chiefe, the naughtie time was next, 
Which made my Foruneſubjet tothe chiefe : 
IfEngland then with firife had not been vext, 
Gloric might haue growen whereasenſued griefe, 
Yetone thing is my comfortandreliefe, 
Conſtant Iwas in my Princes quarrell 
Todie orliue, and ſpared for noparrell. 


VVhatthough Fortune enuious was my foe? 
Anoble heart ought not the ſooner yecld, 
Norſhrinke abacke forany weale or woe, 
Butfor his Prince lie bleeding in the feelds 
Ifpriuie ſpight atany time me helde, 


The price is paid : and grieuous ismy guerdon, 
Asforthe rel me God(l truſt) will pardon. 

| ® 
G. Ferrers. 


Bb4 HOW 


* 


HOW RICHARD PLAN: 
TAGENET DVKE OF YORKE, 


was {lainethrough his over rath boldnes, and 
his ſonne the Earle of Rutland, for his lacke of 
- waliance, An.Dom.1 460. 


PE ELSST Ruſt not in chance, in whom was neuer truſt, - 
AQ | | Offooliſhmenthat haue no better grace, 
3;\ Re3| Allreſt, renowne and deeds lic inthe duſt, 
9 e$| Ofallthe ſort thar ſuc her ſlipper trace, - -- 
= What meaneſtthou Ba/drine for to hide thyface} 
Thou needeſt notfeare although Imiſſe myhead, 
Nor yet to mourne for this my ſonne is dead, . 


The cauſe why thus I lead him it:my hand, , 

His skin with blood and teares ſo ſore beſtain'd, 

Is that thou maiſt the better vnderſtand, 

How hardly Fortune hath for ys ordain'd, 

In whom her loue and hate be whole contain'd. 
For Iam RichardPrince Plantagenet,' 
TheDuke of Yorke in royallrace beger, 


From Liowel the third begotten ſonne 
Of Kingly Edward by deſcent Ecame 
From Philip hight his heire we firſt begun 
The crowne as due to ys by rightto'clame : 
And inthe end we did obtaine the fame, 
She was ſole heire by due deſcent of line, 
Whereby her rights and titlesallwere mine; 


But marke mefiow, I pray thee Ba/dwinemarke, 
And ſee how force oft 6perbeareth right: 

Way how vſurperstyrannouſly warke, 

To keepe by murther that they get by might, 
And poxe what troublous m—— alight 


\,On fuck as ſecke ro repalſe their owne, 
And how through rigour,right is ouerthrowne. 


Richard Plantagenet\ a 


The Duke of Herford, HenrieBolewbroke, 
- Of whom Duke Mowbray told thee now dfime,' 
When void of cauſe he had King Richard toke: 
He murdered him, vſurped his eſtate, 
Without all right or title, ſauing hate 
Of others rule, or louetorule alone : 
Theſe two excepted, title had henone, 


The Realme and Crowne was Edmund Mortimers, 
Whoſe father Roger was King Richards heire : 
Which cauſed Henrieand the Lancafters 
Toſecke all ſhiftour houſholdsto appaire, 
| For ſure he was to fit beſide the chaire, 
Were we of power to claime our lawfull right, 


Againft vs therefore he didall he might, 


Hiscurſed ſonne enſuedhiscruel{path; -' 

And keptmy guilcleſſe cofin trait in durance :* 
For whom ow father hard entreated hath. 

But living hopelefſe ofhisliuesaffurance, 
Hethought itbeſtby politike procurance, 

Toſlay the King 4 ſo reſtore his friend: 
Which, brought Sfiiraſelfe tgan infamous end, 


For when King Herrie of that name the fift, 

Had tane my.father in his conſpiracie, | 

He from Sir 7 mandy alltheblame to ſhift, ' 

Wasfaine to ſay the French King Charlerhis alley” 

Had hired kim this trayterous aRtotrie,””* '* * 
 Forwhich condemned ſhortly he was flaine, 
Inhelpiog right this was my fathers gaine. 


Thus when the nogoegs the CHortimers. £ 
Was made away by his viurping line, © 
Some hang'd, ſomeſlaine, ſome pined priſoners, 


—_ the Crowneb rinhrof wwas mine, - 
ey ganas faſt againſtme to repine, 
Ine realpaics It} ron ti omeiſe 
For rguiltic heartshaue neuerquietlife," 
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Yetatthelaſtin Henries 'dayesthe fixt,'* | 

I was reſtored tomy fathers lands; elit 
Made Duke of Yorke;zwhere through my mind T fixt 
To get the Crowne and Kingdome inmy hands, 

For aide wherein I knit aſſured bands | | 


With Newils ftocke,whoſe daughter was my make, 


Who for no woe would euer me forſake, 


O Lord what hap had Ithrough mariage, | 
Foure goodly boyesin __ my wife ſhe bore, 
Right valiant men andprudent for their age, 
Such brethren ſhee had and nephues iri ſtore + + 
As none haderft, nor any ſhall hauemore: ' 
The Earle of Salisbury, and his ſonne of Warwicke, 
Were matchlefſe men from Barbary to Batwicke. 


Through helpe of whomgnid Fortunes louely looke,* 


Ivndertooke to claimemylawfullrighe,: i'',':;11 
And to abaſh ſuch as againſtmetooke, - ' 
Iraiſed power atall pointspreſt to fight; 


Of whom the chiefe thatchicfly bare me {pi ohr, 
Was Sommerſet the Duke;wbom+toannoy --. 
I alway ſought, through ſpite, ſpite to deſtroy. 1! |»: [7 


And maugre him, ſo choice lo wasmychance, 
Yeathough the Queene that all rul'd tooke his part, 
Itwice barerule in —_— and France, 

» 


And laſt Lieutenant io Ireland, wheremyhact:: | 

Found remedy for cuery kinde of {mart«: --: . ©: 
For through theJoue my doings there did breed, 
Thad their helpe atalltimes inmy need. ' - ' 


This ſpitefull Duke, his Glly King'and Queene, - 

With armed hoſts I thrice -_ fie ho ; 

The firſt ynfoughtthrough treary made betweene, 

The ſecond joind, whercinthe King did yecld, 

The Duke was ſlaine, the Queeneenforft to ſhield 
Her ſelfe by qe gn Queene did fight, 
WhereI was ſlaine bejngouermatchtby tnight, - 


Before 


hn# po in Id 


: Dnkeof Yorke. - 
Before this laſt were other battailes three: 1.) *: 1; 
The firſt the Earle of Salisburyled alone, .' /-- 
And fought on Blorcheath, and got viQtory: 
Jathe next I with kinſfolke cueryone. 
Butſceing our ſouldiers ſtale vnto our fone, 
We warely brake our company 0n a night, - 
Diffolu'd our hoſt, and tooke our ſclues to flight, 


This Boy andI inIreland did vs faue, : 

Mine eldeſt ſonne with #arwicke and his father 

To Calais got, whence by the read I gave: + _ 

They came againe to London, and did gather. : :-- 

Another hoſt, whereof I ſpake no rather > - + 
And met our foes, flewe many a Lord and Knight, 


And took the King and draue the Queene to flight. 


- This done Icame to England allin haſte, 7 


To make a claime ynto the Realme and Crowne ::/ 
Andinthe houſe while parliament did laſt, 
Jinthe Kings ſeate boldly fate me downe, 
Andclaimed it,whereat the Lords did frowne,. 
But what for that? I did ſo wellproceed;: 
Thatallatlaſtconfeſt it nune indeed. 


Butfith the King had raigned now ſo long, 
They would he ſhould continue till he-died, 
Andto the end that then none did-me wrong, 
Inech place heire apparant they me cried: 
Butfith the Queene andothersthis denied; - {ah 
Iſped me towardsthe North where then thee lay, 
Inminde by force to cauſe her to obay. 


Whereof ſhe warnd preparda mi wre, ' 
Anderethatmine hy wr eh 197 
Came ſwift to Sandale and befieged mybowres 
Wherelike a beaſt I was ſoraſhand heady, Forth 
ThatoutT would, there.ceuld beno _ 
With ſcant fiue thouſand ſouldiers, to aflaile: 
Foure times ſomany,.encamputo moſt auaile, : 


And fo wasſlaine at firſt: and while my child --- 
Scarce twelue yeare old, ſought ſecrerlyto part, 
That cruell C/fford, Lord, nay Lorell wilde 

While th'infant wept, and prayed himrue his ſmart, 
Knowing what he was, with r cloue his heart : 


'364- Richard Plantagenet 


This done, he'came to th'campe where Tay dend, 


Deſpoil'd my corps and cutaway my head. 


Which with a painted paper Crowne thereon, 
He for a preſent ſent ynto the Queene : 
And ſhe for ſpite commandedit anon . 


To Yarke falt by : where, that itmightbe ſcene, -, 


They placed it where other traytours beene, 
This miſchiefe Fortune did meafter death, 
Such was my life, and ſuch my loſſe of breath, 


Wherefore ſee Bal/dwine that thou ſetitforth,  :: 
To th'end the fraud of Fortune may be knowen, 
That cke all Princes well may weigh the worth 
Ofthings, for which the ſeeds of warre be ſowen : 
No tate fo ſure but ſoone is ouerthrowen, = 
No worldly good can counterpoize the priſe, 
Ofhalfe the paines that may thereof ariſe, - - - 


Better it were toloſe apiece of right, 

Then limbes and life in firiuing for the ſame : 

It isnot force of friendſhip norofmight, 

But God that cauſeth things to fro or frame, 

Not wit but lucke dothwield the winners game, _ 
Wherefore if we our follies would refraine, 
Time would redrefle all wrongs we void of paine. 


V'Vherefore warne Princes notto wadein war 

For any cauſe except the Realmes defence : 

Their troublous titles are vnworthie far 

The blood, the life, the ſpoile ofinnocence : 

Of friends, of foes behold my foule expence, 
And neuer the neere : beſt thereſoretarie time, 


So right ſhall raigne, and quiet calmecach crime, 
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LORD CLIF- 
FORD FOR HIS STRANGE 
and abominable cruehie;caie to as 
ſirange and ſudden adeath, Anno, 
I460 
SAPcn confeffion asketh 


y And wiſdome <a” "6.naw..7 th 


£1 Yerſith forgiuenes commerh throughTtepentance 
| Tchiokeitbeſtthat mentheir crimes afcride,. - 
For nought ſo ſecret butatlengthisſpide : | © 
For couer fire, and it willneuerlinne 


» 


, 


Til itbreake forth; in like caſe ſhame and finne, - 
As formy ſelfe my faults be ous ſo plaineg >! (511211 th 5170015 15 717 


Andpubliſhed abroad ineuery place, 


That though I would Icannot hideagraine, 


All care is bootleſle ih a curelefle caſe, 


Tolearne by others griefe fomehauerthegrace 2 ii 


And therefore Baldwine write 


my 


my-wretchedfally > 


The bricfe whereof Tbriefely verer ſhall, -- 


I:mthe fame that {lue Duke Richards child, - + 
The louely babe that begged life withteares + 


Whereby mine honor foully I defil'd; :-:: 


Poore filly Lambes the Lienneuer teares :;; 


The feeble mouſe may.lieam 
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tohides ::| | 


$94 [#8 


» © 
» n o 7 
# , 44 
ony ed g5 117 2421 242 27 
. -# ®* 
T0 


But wrath of man hisrancour torequite,” ©; 
Forgersall reaſon, ruth, and vertue quite. '* |: 


| Imeaneby rancour the pareritallwreake:'' 
Surnam d a-vertue (as thewviciqusſay) i! 


But little know the wick 


Inboldnin 


Topuniſhfinis good, itizno nay. 
They wreake natfinne;bur merivwveako 


That wreake the fathers ſanlkrypaphickinne; 
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366 Lord Clyfford. 
Becauſe my father - | 


Slaine atSainr A/ba#ez, in his Princesaide, _ 
Againſt theDuke my heart foramalice fried, - + - 


Sothar Lrpuld ramaireghapowarhetarerocl br: 


Burt to autEh&e 1 6s death, aſſay; 0 
All meanesTiiiighr bdDule bf YorkePabthoy)% 
Andall his kin and friendsfot to Yeftroy, | 


This made me withmybloodie daggerwound iff; 
His guiltlefle ſonne, tharneued'gainſimeiſtor/d;' 4 ©) 
His fathers bogie. lying deacon gromg! i 1171 55Y bl 
Topicreb withpeare;ckewith mycruell forerdlo 7 
To part hisneckeyand-withhis head to bard»: 1 * 
Enueſted with a royall papercrowne, :: {1+ ,- ; 1 
From place toplacetobeartitypand downe, 2: i! 


Bur crueltie can never ſcapeatic ſcourge: e3(i1y? 1ir 2009) yerrtot th 

Of ſhame, of horror, or of ſudden death.;:i {cls (fill dig heb 

Repentance ſelfe that other ſinries maypurgs.i! {7 | i! 1/1 nag 
7 na 42; 


Doth flie from this, ſo ſore the-ſoule it 1-100 21 9109 WA 

Deſpaire difſolucy thetyrantsbitter breathis:: #151130 170! 2mmetoT 
For ſudden vengranceJuddenhyali hes: 3. 21019321 1 brik 
On cruell deeds, togtife their atoll Gigs, oÞ47 glaizd off 


This find I true, for as Hay intake 3:10? ot) bodia ond) orleans! 
To fight with this Duke Riahardceldeft fon; i: 2nd vinuololl 
I was deſtroy'd not far from Dilitingdaley'! 15710] 2645 y doin dW 
For as I would my gorgethauevadone || {1 22d:r: 5.1 4 ilH 25001 
Teuent the heat thathad:mEeniplryndone, ys: $1uom 2ido0 tal 
An headlefle arrow frakemethroughthie throte,;' ; / 11 
Where through myJoule forſooke his filthie cote,/: +: 2110! 
Was this a chance? no ſurg/Godsiuftawardy: twin yo 0k! 
Wherein due iuftice plainly doth apfzared? ez) 5:::191 & benno? 
An headlefle arrow paid nem) revward;:!- 7; 14 vom ol:gilnd 
For heading Richard | ing laid, Ins 10 ev oft jog 
AndasI would his child inno wiſe heazey {09 wit diogal 
So ſudden death bereft wytonguethepowers:: ooe3177 yolT 
Toaske for pardanatnyidpipghowery:-c: ola 5386517 ae? 
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Wherefore, good Baldwine,veartethtblootichort, SITESTTTSLH 

Toleaue their wrath, thejriti torefrdines - b29b bris or tC 
Tell cruell Judgeghorrovide bport we bb be deed) aiel'F 
Through which they lero hdeneanilludden paines'” 11s 0? 


Hell halleth tyrants downeto deatharaihe; Mi 361150 2 ck _ 
Was neuer yetnor ſhallbe cruell deed 5 FS 


Left ynrewarded with as cruell.mced. _ ET FT 
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| THE INFAMOVS END OF THE 


LORD TIPTOET.EARLE OF ORs," 
ceſter, for cruelly. cxecuting his.Princes but-: 
cherly I REnoonn Domyn ſob 0 
11420: 23015! 2511001) nate lO 
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OI As the infamausglad tolic ynknowens:: ct 14 >> 
\ Which makgsae!Baldvine, diſallow thy works; - 4 
Fj Where Pances faults foopenly beblowans- nick 
=—_—_ Iſpcaken}:tbisalof fartningewaejy: (111; of 
Which were ny Pritees $(if thats 511g wi: 12ff 
But for my Peeres in number vety many. ucts 2500 


| Ornighe report verightlpelalbrpongWn.f: 1d 19 band word 7 


Itwould le e grieue 1580 augmentthertBtaers |: [35 f13: nel 
Burfure I am thou ſhaltheforRtambng;i cid er ns rfonto? 57 
Towrench the truth theliningforto flatter's +» . 1 roles doh 
Andother whiles inpoipts yakoowen to ſmarter. / mats Tt 
For timenere was, Iabinke ſhall bes 7: /; 111+ RE 
That truth,ynſhent uiboold ieabein Wt bings frees onom of! 


Thisdothappeare (Lager DyryBedieyl; 029 M2 fauorls aut 
ich diuecs writers dj lazer iſco: Pun, rod en 39 
Burftorie writers ought fosnaiuben otic, 2neor leh ins £rotl 
Feare, nor fauour, truth of this $$ ipates:: 515 7; {41 2:1333X9 »bid 
Bur il it fares as alway ich E821 51} venniond ameld mor] 
Dot ens ohio, >} noqy _— 
O ſtories guts tre)! 07 311-1 21 2016) 
T = Vnfruitfull 


368 Tiptoje Bak of We orcefter. 


Vnfruitfull Fakianfollowed the face 
Oftime and deedes, butter the cauſesſlip:: $75 ,067% it Ws 1s ok ] 
Which Ha/hath added,but with double grace, but flour! 


- * Forfeare Ithinkeleſt trouble mi trip 2 - 


| Forthis or that (firh he) hefeltthe whip. 
' Thus ſtory writers leauethe cauſesour, 
' Orſorehearſe them as they were in dour.. 


Burfeing cavfesarethechicfeftthings 
Thirſhpuld be ioted of the ſtory write 
That menmay learne what endsall cauſes brings, _ FR 
Theybevnworthy name of Chroniclers- G 
That leaue themcleane out of their regiſters, - 
Or doubtfullyreport them : for the fruice: | 
Ofreading ſtories ftandetfifitheſſuire, 


And therefore Baldwine either ſpeake poet: 
Of our affaires, wat mam _ nor at ulbe- TEYF 
As for my ſelfe I'wayall | 


That nowghr? þaffe _—_ 


The truth wheveofyerplain| 
That thou maiftiwrite oadeins: then =o 
What things I did whereof cheyſhoud't: —— 


Thou heardft of Tiprofts-Eafles of Worceſtes;" qv 330497: fight , 
Iam that Lord tharlidinifdrvardr: daies:s Ws J 

The fourth, and was his friendand connlulloce;" 

Andbutcher too, as coritnantumior ſales!!! (121177 » 

Bur peoples voiceisicitherſhamenor praiſes! 


For whom they wouldaliue:devourto mags. 

To morow:dead:they'ill worthip heyday c: 
Bur though the peoples vedllivige! Uinated, * $1540 0 
Yet was there cauſe to call nie' didt” ? a 
For I enforſtby meane of poueraanes/! 1: (210229777 vhoFt a 
Did execute what ere m Kipg #d bid; tO (13.19 HOKE! TO, 91591 
From blamehercinmy elfe I cannotridly Vs wit: 28 29122 21 Wired 


Butfie ypon the wierthedNavrer xhbinafts 5255) not b. 
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The chiefeſt crime wherewith men doe nie charge, 
Isdeath of th'Earle of 'Deſbnwnids noble ſonnes, 
Of which the Kings charge doth mecleere diſcharge, 
By ſtrait commandement and injunCtions:; 
Theffe& whereof fo rigorouſly runnes, 

That or I muſt procure to ſee themdead, 

Or for contempt as guiltic loſe my head, 


Tivtoſt Earle of Worceters 369 


What would mine foemen doe in ſuch a caſe, 
Obay the King or proper deathprocure ? 
They may well ſay their fancy for a face, 
Butlife is ſweet, and loue hard to-recure, 
They would haue dorieas I did, Iam ſure : 
For ſeldom will a wealthy manat caſe 
For others cauſc his Prince in ought diſpleaſe, 


How much lefſe I, which was Lieutenant than 

InthTriſh Ile, preferred by the King : 

But who for loue or dread of any man 

Conſents accompliſh any wicked thing, 

Although chiefe fault thereof from other ſpring, 
Shall not eſcape Gods vengeance for his deed, 
Who ſcuſeth none thatdare do ill for dreed, 


Thisinmy King and me may well appeere, 

| Whichfor our Rules didnot eſcape the _— S- 
For when we thought our fate moſt ſure and clere, 

The wind of Wrwickeblew vp ſuch a ſourge; _ 

Asfromthe Realme and Crowne the King did pourge, 
And me buth from mine office, friends, and wife, 
From good report, from honeſt deathand life, 


For th Earle of Warwicke througha cancard' e 
Which to King Edward mT did bo 's 
Out of his eons by forcedid make him trudge, 
And ſet King Herry againe vpon his chaire, 
Andthen al ſuch asEd»ards louers were 
As traytours tane, were grieuouſly. A 
Butchicfly 1, becauſe Llou'dhimb | 
Cc And 
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And, for my goodsand liuings were not ſmall, 
The gapersfor them bare the world in hand 
For ten yeares ſpace, that I was cauſe of all 
The executions done within the land, 
For this did ſuch as did not vnderſtand 
Mine enmies drift, thinke allreports were true : 
And ſo did hate me worle then any Iew. 


For ſeldome ſhall aruler loſe his life, 

Before falſe rumours openly be ſpread: 

Whereby this prouerbe is asttue asrife, - 

That rulers rumours huntabour a head, - 

Frowne Fortune once allgoodreport is fled : 
For preſent ſhew doth make the many blind, 
And ſuch as ſee darenot diſcloſe theirmind, 


Through this was I King Edward: butcher named, ' | 


And bare the ſhame of all his crnell deeds: 
Icleare me not, I worthily was blamed, | 
Though force was ſuch I muſt obey him needs, 
With higheſt rulers ſcldome well it ſpeeds; -: 
For they be cuerneereſtto thenip, 
And fault who ſhall; forall feele they the whip. 


For when I was by Parliament attainted, 

King Edwards cutls all were counted mine, 
No truth auailed,ſo lies were faſt and painted, ; 
Which made the peppleat my. life repine, - 
Crying Crecifige,kill thatbutchers1line : 


That when Iſhould haue gone to Blockham feaſt, 


Tcouldnot paſle, fo fore boy on mepreaſt, 


And had not beentheofficers foſftrong, 7 


T thinke they would haueteaten me aliue, - 
Howbeir hardly haled fromithethrong, 
I was in Fleet faſt ſhrouded by the Shriue, 
Thus one daies life their malice did me giue + 


Which when theykneyfot ſpite the next dayafter - 4 . . G 
They keptthem calme, lo ſaflexedTehe Naughtes.).'/-'>3"! 
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arle of Warwicke. 


Now tell me Baldwire, what faultdoſt thou find-:: 

Tame, that iuſtly ſhould fuch deathdeſeruc? * -- 

None ſure, except defire of honor blind, 

Which made me ſecke in offices to ſerue: 

What mind ſo good that honors make notſwerue? 
So maiſt thou-ſee it only was my ſtate | 
That caus;:dmy:death,;and brought me ſo in hate, 


"m 


VVarne therefore all menwiſely tobeware, 

VVhat offices they enterpriſe to beare : 

The higheſt alway moſt maligned are, |: 

Ofpeoples grudge, and Princes hate in feare, 

For Princes faults his faultors allmenteare, 
VVhich to auoid, let none ſuch office rake, 
Saue he thar can forrighthisPrinceforſake, 
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HOW SIR RICHARD NEVILL EARLE 
OF WARWICKE, AND HIS BROTHER 
Ipnun Lord Marquiſe Montacute, through their too 
much boldnes were flaine at Barnet, the 24. of 

Aprill, Anno' 1471. 


foo Mong the heauic heape ofhappie Knights 

SANE VVhom Fortune fial'd ypon her ſtayleſle tage, 
ERA WH) Ofc hoiſt on high, ofc pightin wretched lights, 
DD YU Bchold me, Baldwine, A per ſeofmyage, + t 

Lord Richard Nexill, Earle by mariage ; 2-2 "4 

Of VVarwicke Duchie, of Sarumby deſcent, 

Which erſt my father through his mariage hent, 


VVould'ſt thou behold falſe Fortune in her kind ?:' 

Note well my ſelfe, ſo ſhalt thou ſee hernaked : 

Full faire before, buttootoo foule behind; + 

Moſt drowhie fill when moſtſhe ſeemes awaked:: 

My fame and ſhame her ſhift full oft hath ſhaked, Th 
- drew ce alowand vpaloft,:' +; - pats" 
The Lyſard hechacchangak huefulloft, '._* (5500) 
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For 


27 Richard Neuill | 


For while the Duke of Yorke inlife remaind 

Mine vncle deare, I washis happy hand : 

In all attempts my purpoſeI attaind, - 

Though King and Queene and moſt Lordsof the land 

With all their power did often me withſtand : | 
For God gaue Fortune, and my good behauiour' 


Did from their Prince ficale me the peoples fauour.” 


So thatthrough me in fields right manly fought, 
By force mine vncle tooke King Ferry twice : 
As for my coſin Edward I ſo wrought, 


When borh our fires werefſlaine _—_— raſh aduice, | 


That he atchieu'd his fathers enterpfiſe : 
For into Scotland King and Queene wechaſed, 


By meane whereof the Kingdome he embraced. 


Which after he had held in quiet peace, 

(For ſhortly after was King Henry take, 

Andpur in fold) his power toencreaſe, | 

I went to France and match him with a make, 

The French Kinges daughter, whom hee did forſake :- 
For while with paine I brought this ſuteto paſſe, 
He to a widow raſhly wedded was, 


This made the French King ſhrewdly to miſtruſt, 
Thar all my treaties had bur illpretence,. | 
And when I faw my King ſobent to luſt, 
That with his faith he paſt nat to diſpence, 
Which is a Princes honours chiefe defence : 

I couldnor reſt till I had found a meane 

To mend his miſle; or els to marre himcleane; 


I me allied with hisbrother George, 

Incenſing him his brotherto maligne; | 
Through many atale I did againſt himforge : 
So that through power that we from'Calais bring 
And found at home, wefraiedſo the King, 

That he did flie to Freeſelandward amaine, _ 
Whereby King Heeryhad the Crownoagaine, 


Pry bm. end SY =o 


Earle of Warnicke. 


Then put we th'Batlvof Worceftertodedth;/i 7»: 151! 


King Edvard: friend, a manloefoute defamed : | - 

| Andinthe while came Edwardintobreath.” 

For with the Duke:of Burgoine ſo heftamed, * 

That with the power that he to-him had named, 
Valooked for he came to:England freight; ' + 
And gotto Yorke,andtookethe towneby fleight. 


Andafter through the ſufferance of my brother, 
Which like a beaſt occaſion foulely loſt, 
Hecame to London fafe with many other, - 
Andtooke the towne to good King Hexries coſt: 
Who was through him from poſt to piller toſt, 
Till th'Earle of Oxford, Tand other more, 
Afembled power his freedome toxeſtore, 


WhereofKing Edward warned came with ſpeed, 
And camped with his hoſt in Barnettowne, *- +: -i 
Where weright fierce encountre@himindeed- 1! /-/! 
On Eafter day right earely on the downe: 1/1 1 
Theremany aman was ſlaine and ſtricken downe - 
On cither ſide, and neither part didgaine, ''''\, -/ 
Till that I and my brother both-wereflaine, | + 


For we to heart our ouermatched men, 
Forſooke our ſeeds, and in the thickeft throng 
Ranpreaſing forth on foot, and fought ſothen-- | | 
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That downe we drauethem were they nere ſoftrong + '''i} 554T 


But we ere lucke had laſted very ; 


With force and re Cdepaloje hy ae 


And reſcue fail'd;that quite we were deftroyed: 


Now tell me, Ba/dvine,baſtthouheardorread1'! + 
Ofany man that did as Thaue done? Zhao 
Thatin his time ſo maiyarmicsled,; 
AndviRorie at every yoyage won? 
Haſt thou ere heard of ſubiet'vnder ſun; .; 

That plac'd and bae'd his Soueraignesfo oft 
 Byenterchange;now a CFR: = 
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Perchance 


374 Rechard IN enill 
Perchance thouthink'ft wp doings were notſuch 
AsI and other do affirme they were: ft: 
Andinthy mind I ſeethoumuſeſt much 
What mcanes I vs'd, that ſhould meſo prefer : 
Wherein becauſe I will thou ſhalt noterre, 

The truth of all I will at large recite, 

The ſhort isthis: I was no Hypocrite. 


Ineuer did nor aid faue whatI ment, 
The commonweale was ſtill my chiefeſt care : 
To priuate gaine or good wasI nere bent, 
Tneuer paſt vpondelicious fare. 
Of needfull food my boord was neuer bare, 
No creditour did curſe me day by day, 
I vſed plainnefle, euer pitch and pay. 


Theard poore ſouldicrs and poore workemen whine 
Becauſe their duties were not trulypai'd : 

Againe Iſaw how people did repine 

Atthoſe through whom their payment was delai'd : 
And proofe did oft aſſure (as Scripture ſaid) 


That God doth wreake the wretched peoples greeues, 


Ifaw the polles cut off from polling theeues, 


This made me alway iuftly for to deale, 
Which when the people plainly vnderſtood, 
Becauſe they ſaw me mind the Commonweale, 
They till endeuoured how to.do me good, 
Readie to ſpend their ſubſtance, life, and blood, 
In any cauſe whereto I did them moue : 
For ſure they were it was for their behoue, 


And ſo it was, For when the Realme decayed 
By ſuch as good King Hevrie ſore abuſed, 
To mend the ſtate I gaue his enemies aide: 
But when King Edvard finfull prankes fill ved, 
- And would not mend, I likewiſe him refuſed, 
And holpe King Herrie, better of the twaine, 
And in his quarell (iuſt Ithinke) wasſlaine; - 
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Ring Henriethe ſoxt. 375 
And therefore Ba/awive teach by proofe of mee, 
That fuch as couet peoples loue to get, | 
Muftſee their works and words in all agree, 
Live liberally and keepe them out of der, 
On Commonwealth let all their care be ſet : 
For vpright dealing, debts 210m 4.687 ſuſtained, 
Is meane whereby all hearts are throwly gained, 


HOW KING HENRIE THE SIXT, 


A VERTVOVS PRINCE, WAS, AF- 
ter many other miſcries, cruelly murdered in 
the Tower of London the 22. of CMay, 

e Anno, 1471. 


Oc by his ruefull plight to moue men mone his fate, 
689 My pitcous plaint may preaſe my miſhap to rehearſe, 
Wherofthe leaſt moſt lightly heard, the hardeſt arc may pierce, 


What heartſo hard can heare of innocence oppreſt 

By fraud in worldly goods, but melteth in the breſt? 

When guiltleſſe men be ſpoil'd, impriſoned for their owne, 

Who waileth not their wretched caſe to whomy caſe is knowerf? 


TheLion lickes the ſores of filly wounded ſheepe, 

The dead mans corps may cauſe the Crocodile to weepe, 

The waues that waſte the rockes refreſh the rotten reeds, 
Such ruth the wracke of innocence in cruell creatures breeds, 


Whatheart is then ſo hard, but will for pitie bleed, 

To heare fo cruel!l lucke fo cleare a lifeſucceed? 

Tolee a filly ſoule with woe and ſorrow ſounſt, | 

A King depriu'd, in priſon pent, to death with daggers dounſt, 


Would God the day of birth had brought meto my bere, 
Then had I never felt the chan ge of Fortunes chere : 
Would God the graue had griptme in her greedie wombe, 
encrowne in cradle made me King with oile of holy thombe, 
. Cc 4 Would 


376 King Henry the fext. 
Would God the rufulltombe had beenmyroyallthrone;: | i; | 
So ſhould no Kingly chargehauemademe make my.mone: "| 
Othatmy ſoulc had flowen to heaucn with the joy, TRY 
When one ſortcried, God faue the King,another, Vixe le Rey.) 


So had I not been waſht in waves of worldly wo, 
My minde to quiet bent, had not beentoffed ſo: 
My frends had been aliue : my ſubieQs not oppreſt: 
But death or cruell deſtiny denied me this reft, | 


Alas what ſhould we count the cauſe of wretches cares, 
The ftarres do ſtirre them vp, Aſtronomy declates: 

Our humors faith'theleach, the double true diuines 

Toth will of God, or ill ofman, the doubtful! cauſe affignes, 


Such doltiſh heads as dreame that all things driueby haps, 
Count lacke of former care for cauſe of after claps, 
Attributing to man a power fro God bereft, 

Abuſing vs, androbbing him through theirmoſt wicked theft, 


But God doth guide the world, and euery hapÞy Skill, 
Our wit and willing power are poizedby his will: © 
What wit moſt wiſely wards,8 will moſt deadly vrkes (workes, 

Though all our power wouldprefle it down,doth daſh ourarek 


Then deſtiny, our finne, Gods will or elſe his wreake 

Doe worke our wretched woes, for humours be too wake, 
Except we take them ſo as they prouoketo finne, | 
For through our luſt by humours fed all vicious deeds beginne, 


So finne and they be one, both working like effeR, 
Andcauſe the wrath of God to wreake the ſoule infeR, 
Fhus wrath and wreake diuine, mans finnes and humours ill 
Concurre in one, though ina ſort, ech doth a courſe fulfill, * 


If likewiſe ſuch as ſay the welkin Fortune warkes, 
Take Fortune for our fate and Starres thereof the markes, 
Then deftiny with fate and Gods will all be one : 


Bur if they meane irotherwiſe, skath cauſers skies be none, __ 


King Henry tbe fixt. 
Thus of our heatiy haps chiefe caufes be but ewaine,): 
Whereon ther J,and vnderputremaine : .. ; 
The chiefe the will -diuine, cald deſtiny and fate, (hare, 
The other finne through humours holpe, which God doth highly 


377 


The firſt appointeth paine for good mens exerciſe, 

"The ſecond doth. deſerue due puniſhmenefor vice : 

This witnefſeth the wrath, and that the loue of Ged, 

The good forloue,the bad for finne God beateth with his rod.. 


 Alchough my ſundry ſinnes doeplace me with the wozſt, +. 
My hapsyet cauſe me hopeto be among the ficſt+.. x 
The eye that ſearchethall and ſeeth euerycbought, 

Is Judge how ſore I hated finne, and after yertue ſought.. 


The ſolace of my ſoule my chiefeſt pleaſure was, 

Of worldly pomp, of fame, or game 1did notpaſle :- 

My Wagdenen nor my Crowne Ipriſed nota.crum :- 

In Heaven were my riches heapt, to which ſought tocome, 


Yet were my ſorowes ſuch as neuer man had like, 
Sodiuers ſtormes at once, ſo often did me ftrike : 

But why, God knowes, not I, except it were for this, 
Toſhew by paterne of a Prince, how brittle honour is. 


Our kingdoms are but cares, our ſtate deuoid of fiay,. 
Our riches ready ſnares, to; hatten our decay :: 
Our pleaſures priuypricks our vices to, prouoke; { (ſmoke. 
Our pompe a pumpe, our fame a flame, our power a ſmouldring 


Ipeake not but by proofe, and that may many rue, | 

My life doth cry-it out; my death doth try it true © Y 
Whereof I will in briefe rehearſe the heauy bap,' BY In © 
ThatBaldvine in his woefull warpe,my wretcliedacile may wrap. . 


In Windfore borne I was, and bare my fathers name, 
Who wonne by warre all France to his eteraall fame, . 
Andleftto methe crowne, to be recciu'dinpeace- : -. (deceale. | 
Through mariage madewith Charles his heixe vpon bis ha p , 

ich” 


378 King Henry the fixt. 
Which ſhortly did enſue, yer died my facherfurſt; 
And both the Realmes were mine ere I ayeare werenurſt : 
Which as they fell too ſoone, ſo faded they as faſt. | 
For (harlesand Edvard got them both or forty yeares were pal, 


This Charles was eldeſt ſonne of Charles my father inlaw, 
To whom as heire of France, the Frenchmen did them dray, 
But Edvard was the heire of Richard Duke of Yorke, 
The heire of Roger Mortimer, ſlaine by the kerne of Korke. 


Before I came to age Charles had recouered France, 

And kild my men of warre, ſo happy was his chance : :t3%h 
And through a mad contra I rmade with Raywerds daughter 

I gaue and loſtall Normandy, the cauſe of many a ſlaughter. 


Firſt of mine vncle H ,abhorring ſore this aQ, 
BecauſcI thereby brakea better precontraQ: 

Then of the flattering Duke that firſt the mariage made, 
The iuſtreward of ſuch as dare their Princes ill perſwade, 


And I poore filly wretch abede the brunt of all, 

My mariage luſt ſo ſweet was mixt with bitter gall. 

My wife was wiſe and good, had ſhebenrig __ 
Butour vnlawfull getting it, may make a good thing nought, 


Wherefore warne men beware how they iuſt promiſe breake, 
Leſt proofe of painfull plagues doe rank them waile the wreake, 
Aduiſe well ere they grant, but what they grant performe : 
For God will plague all doublenes although we feele no worme, 


I —_ borne in hand, beleeued Idid well, 

But all things bee not true that learned men doetell : 

My clergie faid-a Prince was to nopromiſe bound, | 
Whoſe wordstobe no goſpell tho, Itomy griefe haue found, 


For after mariage ioind Queene Afergaret and me, 
For one miſhap afore, I dayly met with three : | 
OfNormandy and France Charles got away my Crowne, 


The Duke of Yorke and other ſought ar home to put me _ 
e 


leaf fend AA . v» 
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. Henry the fixt. 


Belloxarang the bell at home and all abroad, 


With whoſe miſhaps amaine fell Fortune did me load ; 
In France 1 loſt my forts, at home the foughten ficld, | 
Mykinred ſlaine, my friends oppreſt, my {elſe enforſtto yeeld, 


Duke Richard tooke me twice, and forſt me to refine 


My Crowne andtitles due vnto my fathers line: 
And kept meeasa ward, did all things as him lift, 


Till that my wife through bloudy ſword had tane me 


But though we ſlew the Duke my ſorowes did not ſlake, 
Butlike to Hydraes head fill moreand more awake : 

For Edvard through the aid of #arwicke and his brother 
From one field draue me to the Scots, and toke me in another; 


379 


from his fiſt. 


Then went my friends to wrack, for Edvard ware the Crowne, 
For which for nine yeares ſpace his _ held me downe : 


Yetthence through Werwickes worke I was againe 


releaſt, 


And Edward driuen fro the tealme to ſeeke his friends by Eaſt. 


But what preuaileth paine or prouidegce of man 


To helpe him:to good hap, whom deſtiny doth ban ? 


Who moileth to remoue the rocke out of the mud, 


Shallmire himſelfe, and hardly ſcape the ſwelling of the flud, . 


Thisallmy friends haue found, and Ihauefelr iro, 
Ordain'd tobethe touch of wretchednefle and woe : 


Forere Thad a yeare poſleſt my ſeat againe, 


Tlotbothit and liberty; my belpers all were ſlaine; 
For Edwardfirſt by ftelth and fith by gackeod ſtrength + 


Arriu'd, and gotto Yorke and Lon 


onat the length: : 


Tookemeand tied me vp, yet #arvicke was ſo ſtout, | 
He came with power to Barnet field, in hope to belpe me out;: , 


And there alas was ſlaine; with many a worthy knight. 


O Lord that ever ſuch luck ſhould hap in helpi 


right: - 


Laſt came my wife and ſonne, that long lay in exile, - 


Deficd the King, and fougtit afield, I may beyaile thewhile., 


For 


385 George Plantagenes 

For there mine only CR yeares of age, * 
Was tane, and murdredftraightby Edvardinhisrage: 
And ſhortly Imy ſelfe ns _ urther ftrife, 

Stab'd with his brothersbloodie blade inpriſon loſtmy life 


Lo heere the heauic haps which hapned mebyheape, 
Sec heere the pleaſant _ thatmany Princes reape, '/ 


The painfull plagues of thoſe that endfia theirlawfull bands,” 

Theirmeed which may and will not faue their friends > blos 
c hand, 

God grant my woful haps, too grieuous torchearce, | 

May teach all States toknowhow deepely abun jerce, 

How fraileal{ honors are, how brittle worldly blifle;- 

That warnedthrough my fearefull fate they Feat to NF amiſle, 


HOW GEORGE PLANTAGENET 
THIRD: SONNE OF - THE DVKE OF- 
Yorke, was by his brother King Edvard wron bi, 


impriſoned,andby his brother Richard miſer 
wwrdered, the 71. of lannarie, An. Dow. 


147's, 


= ec fowleisfoulemenfay, thatfilestheneſt, 
4 FIOF Which makesme loth to ſpeak now,might Tchuſe, 
5 & Burt ſeeing time ynburdened hath herbreft, 
Sy And fame blownevp the blaſt of all abuſe, 
= My filence rathermighemy life accuſe 
Then ſhroud our ſhame, though faine Iwouldir fo, 
For truth will out, althovigh the world fayno.. 


And therefore Baldwine 1 do theebeſcech 

Topauſe awhile YoouayheadiZ Plot, 

And vnneth thoughl vrter ſpeedie { Fs 

No fault of wit nor folly makes me fa 

No headie wm __ ur pines my congueatraint 2 
Through quaſfn : Yetwine my wits confound, . 
.N otthatT ke but wheretnIwasdrewn'd,” 
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For neuer man was ſouſtiniBaechw'deww:! /7 


Todeath bur], through Fortunes rigour fell; //'-/! . 


Yet that thou maiſt my ſtorie bettertell, 
I will declare as briefely as may, / © : -- - 


My wealth;inywoez and cauſers of decay. 


. - _ 


The famous houſe ap Pas, Mato) noms nad Vy 


Whereat Dame Fortune frowardly did frowne, 
While Bolenbroke yniuftly fought ro fet 


His Lord King Rechard quite beſide the Crowne, / - 
Though many a deyit wanted due renowne, © -- | 


God ſoprefer'd by prouidenceand grace, 
That lawfull heires did neuer faile the race, 


For Lione/ King EdvardreldeRt child, 
Both Eame and heire to Rivhardifiuleſie, 
Begotfaire Philip hight, whomvndefiſd” : 
The Earle of March eſpous'd, and God did bleffe 
With fruitaſſign'd the kingdometo polleſſe : 

I meane Sir Roger Mortimer, whoſcheire 

The Earle of Cambridge maried Amnethefaire. 


ThisEarle of Cambridge Richerdclepr by name; * 
Was ſonne to Edmund Langley Duke of Yorke: 
Which Edward was fift brother tothe ſame 
Duke Lionel, that all this line doth korke : 
Of which two houſes ioynedin aforke, - - 
My father Richard adn whe” Ar t 
TrueDuke of Yorke waslawfull heirebeget. 


Whotooke to wiſe as ye ſhall vnderftand 

A mayden of a noble houſe and old; ©: 

Ralph Newils daughter Earte of Weſtmerland, 
Whoſe ſonne Earle Richard was,a Baronbold, 
And had the right of Salisburyin hold, - © 


Through maria oe made with good-Earle Thomas beire, 


Whoſe carned praiſes 


ence. 381: 
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Becauſe my wine bewriyes mebyrhe iniell;- [1/2 250) 


The 


corge Tlantagenet 


The Duke my fatherhadby this his wife niliens 15: 


Foure ſonnes, of whanitheeldeft Edvardghight, ...: 

The ſecond Edmund, whodidloſt hislife, .: 

At Wakefield ſhine by Chfford cell Knight, 

I George am third, of Clarence Duke byright: 
The fourth borne to the miſchiefe © mL - 
Was Glocefters Duke,xvhom men did Richard call, 


VVhen as our fire in ſute ofright wasſlaine,, 
(VVhoſle life and death -himfelfe declared earſd)_ 
My brother Edwardplied his.cauſe amaine, . - | 
And gotthe CrowneasWarwicke hath ecbearſt ; 
Chop whereof ſp deepe his ftotacke pearſt 


£ 


- 
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at he forgothis friends, deſpis'd his in, / £ 


Of oath or officepaſſing notapin.: :: {,/ 


'VVhich made the Earle of Warwicketo maligne - : :.. 


My brothers tate, and tgttempte way. «©: i. 1] |: 
To bring frompriſon HeerrehillicKing; 21 itt 
To belpe him tothe Kingdomtifhe may, -: ; :|_ 
And knowing me ta be thechiefeſtRay,:.! |; / 

My brother had, he did me yvadermine. 


To cauſe meto his tzcaſons rocadine:: ric 


J 


VVhereto] was preparetlorigbefore, -iiit 1 


My brother had beento meſo vnkind: 

For ſure no canker frettethflefifo fore, | |. 

; As vakinddealing dothalouirigmind: -i:') |: 1.1; | 

* :Louesſtrongeſt bands vnkindnesdoth-ynbind, // - - 
It mouecth loue to malice; zealetohate;' 
Chiefe friends tofoes, and brethrento debate, 


And though the Earle 6f Warwicke ſubtill fire 
Perceiu'd Ibarea grudgeagainft mybrother, 
Yet towatd hisfeateto ſerme more onfire, 
He kindled vp onefirebrand with another: 
For knowing fancie was the farcing rother 
VVhich ſtirreth youth toanykind of ftrife, 
He offered me hisdaughtetigmy wiſe,//: + 
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'Dakeof Clarence; 


Where through and with his craftie filed roypus; "> 


He ſtole my heart that erſt ynſteadie was 2 - 
ForI was witlefſe, wanton, fond and yongue, 
Whole bent to pleaſure;brittle as the glaſle 
Tcannot lie, /n vinoveritas,' - | 
] did efteeme the beautie of my bride 
Aboue my ſelfe andall the world beſide, 


Theſe fond affeQtions ioynt with lacke of skill, 


(Which trap the heart, and blind the eyes of youth, | - 


Andpricke the mind topraRtiſeanyill)'*© © -- 

So Gikled me, that voidof kindly each j: 

(Which if it want all wretchednefſeenſueth) 
Iſtinted not to perſecute my brother, *'_ 
Till time he left his kingdome to anather. 


Thus carnall loue did quenchitheloue of kind, --:; '.. 


| Til luſt were loſtthrough fancie fully fed :-- 
- Butwhenatlength Icame vnto my mind, 
Ifawhow leaudly lightnes had me led, + 


get ma era er ome tara t:f 050 
ECIure, ,-. #4 


For had King 'Henrie 0ncebeen 
Iwas afſur d my daies coyldnotctdure,.- 


And therefore though Ibound my ſelfe with oath 
Tohelpe King Herrie all thatere-Lmight, | --/- 
_ the _— of myþrethrenborb; <);,--- - 
ich reaſon granted to requirebuttight;:.. 
Tleft hispart, Tharndy as 1 7201 
Andreconcil'd me to my brethren twaine,'! .' 
And ſo came Edwvardto the Crowne againes - 


Thismade my fire in law to free arid fame; |: +1) 
Toftampe and ſtare, arid call mefalſe forſworne, 
Andatrthe length with all his powerpreſume,.- ©; 
TohelpeKing Hevrievtterly forlome.:') 
Our friendly profers ſkilFheyookein-ſcorves:; 11; 


Refuſed peace, and cate to Barnetfield, >. :-*! TÞ bed rf 
And there was kill:dbecauſc hewould notyeeld. : /| 


, 
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His 


3B George 'Plantagoner 


' Hisbrother alſothere with himwasflaine,” i 9110 tilt h4hlly 


Whereby decayed the keyes of chivalrie : 
For neuer liu'd the matches of them twaine, 
In manhood, power, and martial! policie, 

In vertuous thewes, and friendly confiancie, 


That would to God if ir had beewyhis will! 122 h 


They mighthaue turn'd to vsanud lived ſtill; : 


But what ſhall be ſhall be: there isno choyce, 
Things needs muſt driueas deſtiny decreeth, | 
For which we ought in all our haps reioyce, 
Becauſe the eye eterne all things foreſeerth 
Which to noill atany time agreeth, 

Foril's tooillto vs, be good toir, 

So far his skilles exceed ourreachof wit, 


The wounded man-which muſt abide the fmare + 


Of flicching vp, or ſearing of his ſore, 

As thing too bad, reproues the Surgeonsart ' 
Which notwithſtanding doth his healthreſtore: 
The child likewiſe to ſtience plied fore;! 1. 57 


Counts knowledgeill,his teacher tobe wood, ' 


Yet Surgerie and ſciences begood;” ii 


Butas the patients griefeand ſchollerspaine, 
Cauſe them deeme bad ſuch thingsas ſure be beſt, 


So want of wiſdome cauſeth vs complaine'' © */- 
Ofcuery hap, whereby we ſcetne —_ 130 G72 


The poore do pine for pelfe, the rich forreſt,  - 
And when as lofſe or ſickenefe vs affaile- - ' 
We curſe our ſate, our fortune we bewaile, 


Yet for our good, God worketheuerything :- > 
For through the death of theſe twonoblePeeres 
My brother liu'd and raign'd a quiet King, - -- 
Who had they liu'd we; he in courſe of yeares 
Would haue delivered Heryie from the'breatres,  : 
— his ſonne —_—_— carcfulkCrowne, 


Where ue been quite purdowne, 


y ourline ſhould 


m — > | 


Dukgof Clarences"\, 


Acarefull Crowne it may beiuftlynamed, 


Notonly for the cares thereto annexr. 


Toſee the ſubieR well and duly framed, 
With which good care few Kingsare 
are 


But for the dred wherwith they 


Ofloſing Lordſhip, liberty, or li 
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Which wofull wracks in kingdoms happen rife, 


The which to ſhun while ſome too ſore haue ſought, * 
They haue not yr EN Ne 17 & £20151633 26 


And to deſtroy 


uch as they guilty'thought,!//- 


Though no apparance proued them infeR, 


Take me for one of this wrong puniſhe ſea, = 
Impriſond firſt, accuſed without cauſe, * -+ i + 
And done to death,noprocefle had by lawes; 


Wherein Inote how vengeance doth ac 
Likeill forill, how vices vertue quell: 


For army mariage loue didme excite | 
Againſt the King mybrorthertorebell, | 
Foloue to haue his children proſper well, 


Prouoked him againſt both law and right, 


Tomurder me, his brother and hisknight: 
Forby his Queene two Pincelike ſormeshehad, 


Bome tobe puniſht for their 


Whoſe Fortunes calked made the father lad; 


tsſinae:; 


Such wofull haps were found tobe'therin: 
Which to auouch, writinarottenskin- © 


A _——_ found, which faidaG, i |» : | 
Ot E, 


ards children ſhoulddeſtrution be, 


Metobe G, becauſe 


name was George 


Mybrother thought, and therefore-did mehage, - 
Butwoe beto the wicked heads that forge *: i 
Such doubrfull dreames to breed vnkind debates 


for God, a Gleue, a Gibber, Grate, or Gate, 


AGray, a Griffethgora Gregory, 


Ms. 


Aswellas George are +" inn aG, 
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Such doubrfull riddlesareno [n27 2009 


For propheſies, in writing though obſcure, 
Are plaine in ſenſe, the darke be very lies: 


What God foreſheweth is euident and pure, 21-4 


Truth is no Harold nor no Sophiſt furg: 
She noteth not mens names, their ſhieldsnor crea(ts, 
Though ſhe compare them ynto birds and beaſts, 


But whom ſhe doth foreſhew ſhall raigne by force, - 
She tearmes a Wolfe, a Dragon, oraBeare: ' 
A wilfull Prince, a rainelefſe raging horſe ; 
A bold, a Lion-:a Coward _ infeare, 
A Hare or Hart: a craftie, pricked care: 
Aleacherous, a Bull, a Goat, a Foale: 
An ynderminer, a Moldwarpe; or a Mole. 


By knowen beaſts thus truth doth plaine declare 
VVhat men they be of whom ſhe ſpeakes before, 
And whoſo can mens properties compate,, ... 
And marke what beaſt they doreſemble more; 
Shall ſoone diſcerne who is the grieſly Bore, 
For God by beaſts exprefſeth mens conditions, 
And not their badges, Hatolds ſuperſtitions, 


Andlearned erlize whom God gaverhefprite - 1 || 
Toknow and vtter Princesacts tocome; -'- 5 
Like to the Iewiſh Prophets, did recite + 
In ſhade of beaſts their doings all and ſome, 
Expreſſing plaine by maners of the dome, 

That Kipgs and Lords ſuch proparties ſhould haue .. 

As haue the beaſts whoſe name he to them gaue, 


Which while the fooliſh did not well conſider, 
And ſecing Princes gauefor differcnce.'; ';::- orci 
And knowledge of their iflues mixttogether, i /': +: 3 507 11h 
All maner beaſts far badges of pretence; : > VV Gu a 
There tooke thoſe badges to expreflethe ſetice 

Of eMerlines mind, and thoſethatgauethe ſame; 


To be the Princesnotedbytheir name; . : 1»: 


Peg pon = . 
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Theage of things are iudgedby the hue. 


- Duke of Clarence. 387 + 
' Andhereof ſprang the falſenam'd propheſies, ; 
That goby letters,ci hers, armes or fignes : 
VVhich all be fooliſh, falſe, and craftic lies 
Deuis'd by gheſle, or guiles vntrue diuines : 
For when they ſaw that ſome of many lines 
Give armesalike, they wiſt not which was he 
VVhom Merline meant the noted beaſt tobe, 


For all the brood of Warwickes gaue the Beare, 

The Buckinghams do likewiſe giue the Swan : 

But which Beare-bearer ſhould the Lion tcare 

They were as wiſe as Gooſe the ferry man: 

Yet in their skill they ſeaſed notto ſcan, 
Andto be Sr of the people wiſe, 
Serforth their gloſes vpon prophefics, 


And whom they doubted openly to name 
They darkely tearm'd or by ſomeletter ment, 
Forſothey thought how ere the world did frame, 
Tokeepe themſelues from ſhame or being ſhent, 
For howſoeuer contrary it went, '' © 
They might expound their meaning otherwiſe, 
As haps in things ſhould newly Rill ariſe, 


Andthus there grew of a miſtaken truth, 
Anartſofalſe asmade the true ſuſpeR: 
Whereof hath come much miſchiefe, more the ruth 
That errors ſhould our minds ſo much infect, 
True Prophets haue oft foulely been reiet : 
The falſe which breed both murder war and ftrife 
Beleeu'd, to loſſe of many a good mans life, 


Andtherefore Ba/dwineteach men to diſcerne, 
VVhich propheſies be falſe, and which be true : 
And fora ground this leſſon let themlearne, 
Thatall be falſe which are deviſed new. 


Allriddles made by letters, names or armes, | 
Are yorg ad falſe, far worſe 4g charmes- 
2 


=O OS 


Iknow thou nuſeſtatthislore'of mine,. of n185 gt lon 


How I no tudient ſhould haue learned it + 
And dofſt impure it tothe fume of wine; ;' | 


That ftirres the tongue, and ſharpneth'vp the wit... 1... 
But heark, a friend did teach me ecuerywhit,': - ;| ---;/: 


A man of mine; in apes knowledgerife,';' 
For which he guiltleſſe loft his learned life. 


This man abode my ſeruant = a day, 
And tillin ſtudy ſet his whole delight > 


Which taught me more then Icould beare ayvay-- | 


Ofeuery arte : andby his ſearching fight 
Ofthingsto come he would foreſhew asright 
As Lxehcarſe thepageants that were paſt ; 

SucfiperfeAnes God gaue himatthelaft.. 


Heknew my brother Richard was the Bore, 


Whoſe tusks ſhould teare my brothers boies and me, 


And gaueme warning therof long before. 

Bur wit nor warning can,iano degree. 

Let thingsto hap, which are ordaind ts bee.. 
Witneſle the painted Lionefle, which ſlue 
A Prince emprifoned, Lions to eſchewe, 


He told me eke my yoke-fellow ſhould dy, -:-,.., 


(Wherein would God he had been-no diuine)--; - ©: 


And ſhe being dead I ſhould woo earneſtly 

A ſpouſe, wherat mybrather would repine, 

And find the means ſhe ſhould be none of maine. . 
For whichſuch'malice ſhould amongysriſt, .. 
As ſaue my death no treaty ſhould deciſe.,  - 


And ashefaid, ſoall things cametopaſſo: 


For when King Hempanp hisſonne were laine, _ . 


And euery broile ſo throughly quenched was, 
That chevy brother _—_—_—_—_— _ r 
I; reconciled to his loue againe,, | 
In proſperous health did lead aquietlife, -: | 
For fiue yeares ſpace with honours laden jifes 
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| And to augment the fulnefle ofmy bliſſe, 


Dukeof Clarence. 


Twolouely children bymy wife Thad: 

But froward hap whoſemaner cuer is 

In chiefeſt ioy to make the happiec ſad, 

Bemixt my ſweet with bitternes toobad : 
For while I ſwamin ioyes on every fide, 
Mylouing wife, my chiefeſt Ieweldide, 


Whoſelack when ſoleT had bewail'd a yeare, 

The Duke of Burgoines wife dame Margaret 

Mylouing ſiſter willing meto cheere, 

Towedagaine did kindlyme entreate 

And wiſh d me matched with a maiden nete 
Aſtep-daughter ofhers, Duke Charles his heire, 
Anoble damſcll, yong, diſcreete and faire. 


To whoſe defire becauſe I'didincline, 
The King my brother doubting my degree 
Through Prophefies, againſt vs did repine : 
And at no hand would to our willes agree, 
For which ſuch rancour pierſt both himand mee, 
That face to face welzll atflat defiance, 
But were appeas'd by friends of ouralliance : 


Howbeit my mariage vtterly was daſht : 

VVherein becauſe my ſeruant ſaid his mind, 

Ameane was ſought whereby he might be laſht, 

And, for they could nocrime againſt him find, 

They forg'd a fault the peopleseyesto blind, 
And told he ſhould by ſorceries pretend 
Tobring the King vntoa ſpeedie end, 


Ofall which points he was as innocent 
Asisthe babe that lacketh kindly breath: 
And yet condemned by the Kings aflent, 
Moſt cruelly putto a ſhamefull death, 


This fir d my heart, as foulder doth the heath: 


Sothat I could not but exclame and crie, 
ApainRtfo great and open iniurie, 
| Dd 3 


For 
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For this I was commandedtothe Tower, 
The King my brother was ſo cruel harted : 

And when my brother Richard ſaw the hower 
Was come, for which his hart ſo ſore had ſmarted, 
He thought it beſt take time before it parted... 


For he endeuour'd to attaine the Crowne, dl 
From which my life muſt needs haucheld him downe. . 


For though the King within a while had died, 
As needs he rhuſthe ſurfaited ſooft, 
Imuſt haue had his children in my guide, 
So Richard ſhould beſide the Crowne haue coft :- 
This made him ply the whilethe wax was ſoft, 
To findea meaneto bring me toanend, 
For realmrape ſpareth neither kin nor frend, 


And when he ſaw how reaſon canaſlivage : --- - 

Through length oftime my brother Eawardsire; . 

With forged tales he ſethim-newe inrage,.; 

Till at the laſt they did my death conſpire. 

And though my truth ſore troubled theirdefire,. 
For all . world did know mine irinocence, 
Yet they agreed tocharge me with offence. . 


And couertly within the Tower they calde 
A queſt, to giue ſuch verditas they ſhould, 
Who what with feareand what with fauour thrald, 
Durtt not pronqunce butasmy brethren would. .. 
And though my falſe accuſers neuer could - 
Proue ought they ſaid,I guiltlefle was condemned: 
Such veaia oalſſe where iuſtice is contemned, .* 


This feate atchicud yet could they not for ſhame. 
Cauſe me be kild by any common way, E 
Butlikea wolfe the tyrant Richardcame, .. _ | | 
(My brother,nay bebe Imay ſay) : 
Vato the Tower when all men were away, | 
Saue ſuch as were prouided for the feate :: 
Whoin this wiſe did Rrangely me cntreate... - 


Duke of Clarence. 


- His puttpoſt wasvith aptepared firing”: 
"Toftrangleme :* but] braid me ſo, 5 
That by no force they could metherto bring, 
Which cauſed him that (wn ger to forgo: 
Howbeit they bound :me whether I would or no, 
Andin a But of Malmeſey ſtanding by, 
New chriftned me becauſe] ſhouldnor cry. 


Thus drownd I was, yet for no due deſert, 
Except the zeale of Juſtice be a crime : 
Falſe prophecies bewitchtKing Edxaras hart, 
My brother Richard to the Crowne would clime, 
Note theſe three cauſes in thy rufull rime, 
And boldly fay they did procure my fall, 
Anddeath of deaths moſt ſtrange and hard of all, 


And warne all Princes propheciest'eſchue 
Thatare too dark'and doubrfull to beknowne : 
What God hath ſaid, that cannot butenſue, 
Though all the world would haue it ouerthrowne, 
When men ſuppoſe by fetches of their owne - 
To fly their Fic, they further on the ſame - 
Like quenching blaſts which oftreuiue the flame, 


WillPrinces therefore not to thinke by murder 

They may auoid what prophecies behight, 

But by their meanes theirmiſchiefesthey may furder, 

And cauſe Gods yengeance heaitier toalighr : 

Woe worth the wretch that firiues with Gods foreſight, 
They are not wiſe, but wickedlydoeerre, 
Which thinke ill deedes due deftinics may barre, 


, 


Forif we thinke that prophecies be true, 

Wemuſt beleeuc it. cannotbutbetide, 

Which God in them forefheweth ſhall enſue: 

Forhis decrees ynchanged doeabide. 

Which to be true my brechreti both have tried, 
Whoſe wicked workeswarne Ptinces to deteſt, 
That others harmes may keepe —_ bleſt, 
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and vntemperate life, ſuddenly dt- 
cd in the middeſt of his proſperitic, 
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FR Fey a [cremins meiyetnatbe my friends, 

PA A This world hath fornrd me downeto fall : 
Z How may endure when that cuery thing ends? 

$8 What creature is borne to be eternall ? . 

= Now there is no more but pray for me all, 

Thus fay I Edward that late was your King, 

And twentie two yeares ruled this Imperial, 

Some ynto pleafure and ſome to-no liking : 

Mercic I ny a of my miſdoing. 

Whatauaileth itfriends to be my foe ? 

Sith I cannotrefiſt, nor amend your complaining, 

Quia ecce nnnc in pulucre dormio. 


Iſleepe now in mould as itisnaturall, 

As earth vnto earth hath hisreuerture 2 

What ordained God to be terreftriall, 

Without recourſe to the earth by nature? 

Whotoliue cuer may himfelfe aſſure? 

What isit to truſt to mutabilitie ? 

Sith that in this world nothing mayendure; 

(For now am I gone that was late in proſperitie) 

Topreſume thereupon it isbut vanitie. | 
Not certaine, butas a cherie faire full of wo. 
Raignednotl oflate in great proſperitie? 
Ez ecce nuns inpulnere doymio. 


King Edward the fourth. 


Where was inmy life ſuch an one as1, 

While Lady Fortune had with me continuance: 
Granted not ſhe me to haue viRorie, 

InEngland to raigne and to contribute France? 
She tooke me by the hand and led me a dance, 
And with her ſugred lips on me ſhe fmiled, 

But what for difſembled countenance, 

Icould not beware till I was beguiled, 

Now from this world ſhe hath me exiled, 

When I was lotheſt hence for to go, 

Andam inage (who faith) but a child, 


Et ecce nunc in puluere dormio., 


Ihadenough, T held me not content, 

| Without remembrance that I ſhoulddie:. 
And moreouer to encroch readie was Ibenr, 
Iknewnot how long I ſhould it occupic, 
Imade the Tower ftrong I wiſt notwhy. 
Iknew not to whomT purchaſed Tarterſoll. 
Imended Douer on the mountaine high, 
AndLondon Iprouoked to fortifie the wall. 
Imade Notingham a place full royall, 
Windſore, Eltam, and many other mo, 
Yetatthelaſt I went from them all, 

Etecce nunc in puluere dormio. | 


Where isnow my conqueſt and yiRtorie 

Where is my riches and royall array? | 
Where be my courſers and my horſes hie ? 
Where is my mirth, my ſolace, and my play ? 
Asvanitie to nought all is withered away :. 
OLady Bes lon os me may;you call, 

For Iam departed yntill domes day : 

But loue you that Lord thatis Soueraigne of all,. 
Where be my Caſtles and buildings royall? 

But Windſore alone now haue Ino moe, 

And of Eton the prayersperpetuall, 

Etecce nunc in pulnere dormio.. 
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394 Sir Anthony Woduile 


Why ſhould a man be proud or preſume high? © 
Saint Bernard thereof nobly doth treate, L427 WE 
Saying a man is but a facke of tercorie, \ 
And ſhall returne vnato wormes meat : | 

Why,what became of eAlexender the great? 

Orelſe of ftrong Sawpſor, who cantell? 

Were not wormes ordain'd their fleſh to freat? 

And of Sa/omen, that was of wit the Well, 

eAbſolon preferred his hairefor to ſell, 

Yet for his beautie wormes eat himalſo, 

And Ibutlatein honors didexcell, . 


Et ecce nanc inpulaere dormio, 


Thaueplayed my pageant, nowamT paſt, 
Ye —_ Wall all ; ry of no enhory' 3 | 
Thus all things concluded ſhallbear the laft, 
When death approcheth thenloſt is the field : 
Then ſeeing the world me noTonger vpheld, | 
(For nought would conſerue me heere in this place ; 
In manu tuas Dome my ſpirit vp Tyeeld, 
Humblic beſceching thee O.God of thy grace. _ 
O you courteous Commons your hearts embrace 
Benignely now to remembet'me alſo, 
For right well you know yourKing Iwas: 
Et ecce nunc in puluere dormio, | 


HOW SIR ANTHONY WODVILE 


Lord Riners and Scales, 'gouernour of Prince'E DVVARD,.. 
was with his Nephew Lord Richard Gray and other 
canſecleſſe impriſoned,and cruelly marked; | 
a3 7 | £ : 
FRORCu(S filly ſuitersletred bydelayes i 
B21 B29 Toſhew their Prince the meaning of thezr mind, :' | 
©) That long haue bought theirbrokers yeas and nayes 
And nerethenigher, dodaily waittofind - © 


The Princes grace, from waightie affaires vntwind :.-: 
Which time atrain'd, by _— alltheyeare;;: ' 
* The wearied Prince will then no 


uiters heare $ + ++: ; 


My Þ he) .y 


My caſe was ſuch notmany daics ago. . -: 
For after bruite had blazed all abroad _ 
That Baldwine through the aide of other mo, 
Offame or ſhame fall'n Princes would ynload, 
Out from our graues we got without abode, 
And mots forward with therufull rout, 
That fought to haue their. doings boultedout, 


But when I had _ tended for my turne 
Totellmy tale, as diuers ether did + 
In hope I ſhould nolon ger while ſoiourne- 
But from my ſuits haue ſpeedily been rid;:- 
When courſe and place both orderly had bid 
Me ſhew my mind, and I prepar'd to ſay, 
The hearers paus'd, aroſe, and went their ivay. 


Theſe doubtfull doings draue me tomy dumpes, - 
Vncertaine what ſhould moue them ſo to do: - 
Ifeared leſt affeions lothly lumpes 
Orinward grudpe had driuenthem thereto, 
Whoſe wicked ſtings all Rories truth-yndo, 

Oft cauſing A bereportedill,, : . -- 

Or drown'd.in ſuds of Lethes muddie (will, 


Forhithertoſlie writers wilie wits 

Which haue engroſled Princes chiefe affaires,. 

Hauebeen like ; Mar ſnafied with the bits” 

Offancie, feare, or doubts full deepe deſpaires, 

Whoſe raines enchained to the chiefeſt chaires, 
Haue ſo been ftrain'd of thoſe that bare the ſtroke 
That truth was forſt to chow or elſe tochoke. 


This cauſed ſuch as lothed loud-to lie, -. 

Topaſſe with filence ſundrie Princes liges, 

Lefſe fault it is toleaue, then leade awrie, 

Andbetter droun'd, then euerbound in giues: 

Forfatall fraud this world ſo fondly driues, - | 
That whatſoeuer writers braines may brue- 
Be itneuer ſo falſe, arlepgthis tance fortrue, - 


Oy 


| What 
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What harme may hap by helpe of lying pens, 

How writtenlies may _ be maintain'd, 

Thelothly rites, the diuelliſh idoll dens, 

With guiltlefſe blood of vertuousmen beſtaind, 

Is ſuch aproofe as all good hearts haue plain'd, 
The taly grounds of tories throughly tries, 
The death of Martyrs vengeance ou it cries, 


The freſheſt wits I know will ſoone be weazie, 
In reading long what euer booke itbee, 
Except irbe vaine matter, ftrange, or merrie, 
Well uſt with lies, and glared all with glee, 
VVith which becauſe no graue truth may agree, 
The cloſeſt ſtile for Nories is the meeteR, 
Tn rufull meanesthe ſhorteſt forme is ſweeteſt : 


And ſeeth the plaints alreadie by thee pen'd, 

Are briefe enough, the number alſo ſmall, 

The tediouſneſle I thinke doth none offend, 

Saue ſuch as haue noluſt to learne atall : 

Regard none ſuch :no matter what they brall, 
Warne thou the warieleſtthey hap to ſtumble: 
As for the carelefle, care not what they mumble, 


My life is ſuch as (if thou note it well) 
May cauſe the wittie wealthic to beware, | 
For their ſakes therefore plainly will Itell, | 
How falfe and cumbrous worldly honorsare, 
How cankred foes bring careleſfle folke to care, 

How tyrants ſuffered, and not quell 'd intime, 

Do cut their throats that ſuffer them to clime, 


Nor will I hide the chiefeſt point of all, 
VVhich wiſeſt Rulersleaſt of all regard, 
That was and will be cauſe of many a fall, 
This cannotbe tooearneſfily declar'd, 
Becauſe itis fo ſeeld, andlackly hard, 
Th'abuſe and fcorning of Gods ordinances, 
Is chiefeſt cauſe of care and wofull chances, 


- > am Vw aca Tow ..o. 


Gods holy orders highlyareabuſed-: -. 


i: 3 LJ 


When men do change theirends forftrangereſpedts: 


They ſcorned are, when they be cleaneretuſed, 

For that they cannot ferue our fond affects: - 

The one our ſhame, the:other our finne dereRs, 
Itis a ſhame for Chriſtiansts abuſe them, * _ 
But deadly finne for ſcornersto refuſe them, 


lmeane not this alonely-of degrees = 

Ordaind by God for peoples preſeruation; - 

But of his law, good orders; and decrees, 

Prouided for his creatures conſeruation z. 

And ſpecially the tate of procreation, 
Wherein we here the number ofthemencreaſe, 
Which ſhall in Heauen enjoyeternall peace, 


Theonly end-why Cod ordained this, 
Was for th'encreafing of thatbleſſed number 
For whom he hathpr eternall bliſſe, 
They that refuſe it for the careorcumbeyr 
Being apt thereto are in afinfull ſlumber** 
No fond reſpe&, no vaine deuiſed yowes). 
Canquitor bar what God inchargeallowes.- 


Itisnot good for man to liue alone 
Said God : and therefore made he him a make: 
Sole life aid Chriſt is granted fewor none, 
Allſeed-ſheders are bound like wiues to take : 
Yetnot for luſt, for lands, or riches ſake, 
But to beget andfofterſo their fruite - 
That Heauen and Earth be Nored with the ſuite. 


But as the ſlate is damnably refuſed 

Ofmany apt and able thereunto, 

So isitlikewiſe wickedly abuſed | 

Ofall that ſe it as they ſhouldnotdoe: 

Wherein are guilty all the greedywho | 
Br friendſhip, lands, or honourswed, 

theſe pollute the yadeftled bed, 


An gaine, 


397 


- 


pad 


298 SireAnthonieWodulle. 

And therfore God through iuſtice cannor ceaſe 

To plague theſe faults with ſundry ſorts of whips : 

As mccmm healths or wealths decreafe, 

Or lothing ſore the neuerliked lips. : _ 

Difdiane alſo with rigour ſome: timesnips 
Preſuming mates, ynequally that match : 
Some bitter leaucn ſowers the muſty batch, 


MEE az XMAoocc or. Aa Aon 


We worldly folke account him very wiſe & 
That hath the wit moſt wealthily to wed: : 
By all meanes therefore alwaics we deuiſe 
To ſee our iſſue rich in ſpoulſals ſped. 
We buy and fell rich orphanes Tees ſcantbred 
Muſt marry ere they know whatmariage meanes, 
Boyes marry old trots,old fooles wed yong queanes. 


We call this wedding which in any wiſe SE T0 
Canbee nomariage, but pollution plaine. 
A new found trade of humane merchandiſe, - | 
The diuels net, a filthy fleſhly gaine: FEOTET 
Ofkinde and nature an vnnaturall ftaine ;: ©: 

A foule abuſe of Gods moſt holy order, - 

Andyetallowdalmoſtin anpbonks. 


Would God Iwere the laſt that ſhall haue cauſe. 
Againſt this creeping canker to complaine, © 
That men would ſo regard their makers lawes, 
That all would leaue the leaudneſſe of theirbraine, 
That holy orders holy mightremaine, . 
That our reſpeQs in wedding ſhould not choke 
The end and fruite of Gods moſt holy yoke, 


The Sage King So/ox after that he ſaw 
What miſchiefes follow miſſought mariages, 
To barre all baits, eſtabliſhed this law : 
Nofriend nor father hall giuc heritages, 
Coine, cattell, ſtuffe, or other carriages 

With any maid for dowry or wedding ſale, 
By any meane, on painc ofbanning balc, 
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. Lord Rewer. 


Had this good law inEngland been:in force, 

My fire had notfo cruelly beenflaine, 

My brother had not cauſelefle loſt his corps, 

Our mariage had not bred vs ſuch diſdaine, 

My ſelfe had lack'd great part of grieuouspaine : 
VVe wedded wiues for dignitie and lands, 
Andleftourliues in enuies bloodie hands, 


Myfather hight Sir Richard Wodaile : he 

Eſpouſed Bedford Duchefle, and by her . | 

Had iſſue males my brother /ob»,, and me 

Call'd eAxthony : King Edvard did prefer 

Vs far aboue the ſtate wherein we were : 
He'fpous'd our fiſter Elizabeth, | 


Whom Sir /ohn Gray made widowby his death; .. 
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How glad were we, thinke you, of thisalliance ? 

Soneerely coupled with ſo greata King, 

_ _ _ any of ys be at defiance :;; -. 
usmade of might the mightieſtto wring? - 510 

Buthe, what —_ do higheſthonors bring?. 42i 1s 26h 
VVhat careleſneſſe our ſelues or friends roknow? | 
VVhat ſpite and enuic both ofhighand low? 


Becauſe the King had made ont fiſtet.Queene, 
Itwas his honor to prefer herkin 2» ;:!:) 11 + 
Andfith the readieſtway.(as wiſeft weene) 
VVas firſt by wedding wealthic heites to win, 
I —_ the Prince by, like meaneito begin: 
ome he gauetherich Lord Scales his heire, 
A yertuous maid, in mymind very faire. 


He ioyned to my brother /ohr, the old 
Duches of Northfollke notable of fame, 
My nephew Thomas (who had in hishold: |. 
The honor and right 6f MarquiſeDorſers name): - 
Efpouſed Cicelie a right wealthie'dame, . 

Lord Boxkilerheire :bywhom he was pofleft 
Inalltherights where through chathouſe was bleſt, The 


4.00 Sir Anthony Woduile. 
The honours that my Sire attaind werediuers, - 
Firſt Chamberlaine, then Conſtable hewas: | - 
Idoe omit the gainfulleſt, Earle Rixers. - ./- | 
| Thusgliftred weto glory cleerc as glaſle, c43C 
Suchmiracles can Princesbring topaſle :. 1 4 OH 
Among their lieges whom they mind eo heaue »  - 
To honours falſe, whoall their gueſts deceiue.. ; 


Honours are like that cruell King of Thrace, "rs 4.0 (263 

With new come gueſts harfodfiiabunigryhotfes 5: 20 141107 

Orlike the tyrant B=ſiriezwhoſe,prace 3110 i wh et! 

Offred his Gods all ſtrangers firangled corſes.; - % 

Toforrennersſo hard falſe honors forceis;/ - 6110: 4a] 
Thar all her bourders, + In. Py, 66 240 4s 4140014, SH] 
She ſpoiles tafrede her Godsandg ealts,) 1: 


Her Gods be thoſe whom God by law orlot, © 5 © | 

Or kinde by birth doch phceinhigheſttoomes, ep712 Y 27:90 

Her bees ſuchas greedilyhane goes: 407 i; fr $1 00 

Office or charge to guide theſilly ome 3:2 iff 10 54G 

Theſe officers in law or chargearo rvomes,; Þb e2352 36117 of $i 
Which ſweepawaytlieſweertfronm fimpleiretches,; 
And fpoile th'enriched by heir crafty ferches;:. -: 11 


Theſe plucke downe thoſfwhom Princesfetaloft;: 7! 9711 2111899 
By wreſting lawes,and falſe conſpiracies 1999 £7 o7fHod 21 04; 
Yea Kings themſcluesbytheſdure ſpoiledoft, | © 
When wilfull Princes careleflydeſpiſe:7 111tilÞ 17 ol 3th a 
To heare thoppreſſedpeoplesheauycrits,; Y>1iind 22 © vole 
Nor will corretheirpollingtheeutes-theriGod: >! ico) 
Doth make thoſe reucs thereckles Princes rode:t c11011079 [ 


The ſecond Rr 33:03d yr; 09 0304095 
Whom crafty Lawyers by.theirlawes depoſed:'''; {> 7502 
Anotherpatern goodKing:Henryis, |) wave pool goin 


\ .j*RP 
$68. 


- } 4% 
no 40} 


Whoſerightby them hath diuerſly beene gloſedy v1 fo 

Good while he grew, bad when  $cmms_vrrp Wal} 1,51i60G'9 
Andas they fodred theſe and diuers other; + 7 
With like deceit they vide the Kinginy brother;: ' - po 


. 


Lord Reners. 


While he preuail'd they laid he owed the Crowne, 
Alllawes and rights agreed with the ſame: 
But when by drifts hee ſeemed to be downe, 
All lawes and right extremely did him blame, 
Nought faue viurping traytour was his name, 
Soconftantly the Judges conſtrue lawes, 
That all agree ftill with the ſtronger cauſe. 


Theſe (as I aid) andother like in charge 

Are honours horſes, whom ſhee feedes with geſts, 

For all whom Princes frankly doe enlarge 

With dignities, theſe barke atintheir breſts, 

Their ſpite, their might, their falſchood neuer reſts 
Till they deuour them, ſparing neither bloud, 
Nelim, ne life, and all to gettheir good. 


The Earle of Varwicke was a pranſing courſer, 
The hauty heart of his could beare no mate: 
Our wealth through him waxt many a time the worſer, 
So cankardly he had our kin in hate, 
Hetroubled oft the Kings vnſteady ſtate, 
And that becauſe he would nor be his ward 
To wed and worke as he ſhouldliſt award. - 


He fpited ys becauſe we werepreferd 

By mariage to dignities ſo great, 

Buecraftly his malice he deferd 

Till traytorouſly he found meanes toentreate 

Our brother of Clarence to aſliſt his feate :* 
Whom when he had by mariage to him bound, 
Then wrought he ſtraight our linage to confound, 


Through ſlanderous brutes he brued many a broile 

Throughout the Realme,againſt the King my brother, 

Andraiſed trayterous rebels thirſting ſpoile 

Tomurdermen :ofwhom mon g = ua | 

Robin of Kiddeſdale many a ſoule did ſmother, 
Hisraſcall rable atmy father wroth 


| Tooke fire and ſonne, and quicke beheaded both, 


Ee 
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This heynousaRalthough the King detefited, 

Yet was he faine to pardon : for the rout _ 

Ofrebelsall the Realme ſo ſore infeſted, 

That euery way affaild, he ſtood in doubt : 

And though he were of courage highand ſtout, 
Yethe aſſaid by faire meanes to aflwage: ' 
His enemies ire, reueld by rebels rage. . 


But Warwicke was not pacified thus, 

His conſtant rancour cauſeles was extreme, 

No meane could ſerue the quarell to diſcus, 

Till he had driucn the King out of theRealme; 

Nor would he then ey Ae from his dreame-:- 
For when my brother was come andplac'd againe,, 
He ſtinted not till he was ſtoutly ſlaine, 


Then grew the King and Realme to quiet reſt; | 
Our ſtocke and friends ſtill tying higher and higher: 
The Queene with children fruitfully was bleſt : 
I gouernd them, it was the Kings defier, 
This ſer their vncles furionſly on fier, 
That we the Queenes bloud were affignd to gouern 
The Prince,not they,the Kings owne bloud and brethren, 


This cauſde the Duke of Clarence foto chafe, 
That with the King he brainclefle fellat bate : 
The Counſaile warily to keepe him fafe-- 
From raifing tumults as he did of late, | | 
Impriſoned him : wherethrough his brothers hate - 
He was condemnd, and murdered in ſuch ſort 
As he himſelfe hath truly made reporr, 


Was none abhord theſe miſchiefsmorethen T, 
Yet could I not be therewith difcontented, 
Conſidering that hisrancour toucht mee ny : 
Els would my conſcience neuer haue conſented 
To wiſh him harme, could he haue beene contented. . 
But feare of hurt, for ſauegard of out ſtate 
Doth cauſe more miſchick then deſert or hate. . 
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Such 


Such is the Nate that many wiſhto beate, 
That or we muſt with others bloud be Raind, - 
Or leade our liues continually in feare. 
Youmounting mindes behold here whatisgaind 
By coumbrous honour, painfully attaind : 
Adamned ſoulefor murdring them that hate you, 
Or doubefulllife, in dangerleſt they mate you, 


The cauſe (Ithinke) why ſome ofhigh degree 
Do deadly hate all ſeekers to akrad 
Is this: The clowne contented.can notbe 
With any ftate, till cime heapprehend 
The higheſt top : for therto climers tend : 
Which ſeldome is attaind without the wracke 
Ofthoſe betweene that ſtay and beare him back, 


Tofaue themſclues they therforeare compeld 

Tohate ſuch climers, and with wit and power 

To compaſſe meanes wherethrough they may be queld, 

Ere they aſcend their honours to.deuoure. 

This cauſd the Duke of Clarence frowne-and lowre 
At me and other, whom the King promoted 
Todignities : wherein he madly doted. 


For ſeeing we were hisdeare allied frends, 
Our furtherance ſhould rather haue made him glad 
Thenenmy-like to wiſh our wofull ends, 
We were the neereſt kinſfolk thathe had. 
We ioyed with him, his ſorow made vs fad : 
But he efteem'd ſo much his painted ſheath, 
That he diſdaind the loue of all beneath. 


But ſee how ſharply Godreuengeth ſinne : 
Ashemaligned me and manyother 
His faithful friends, and kindeſt ofhiskin, 
So Richard Duke of Gloceſter his owne brother, 
Maligned him and beaſtly did him ſmother, 
Adiuelliſh deed, a moſt vakindly parr, 
Yet iuſt revenge for his ynnaturall hart, / -. 


Ee2 _ Although 


4.04- Sir eAnthony Woduile 
Although this brother-queller,tyrant fell | 
Enuide our ſtate as much and more then he: 
Yetdid hiscloaking flattery ſo excell 
Toall our friends ward, chiefly vnto mee, 
That he appear'd our truſtie ſtay to bee : 
For outwardly he wrought our ſtate to furder, 
Where inwardly hee minded nought faue murder. 


Thus in appearance who but T was bleſt? 

The chicfeft honours heaped on my head: 

Belou'd of all, enioying quiet reſt. 

The forward Prince by me alone wasled, 

A noble impe, to all good vertues bred : 
The King my Liege without my counfaile knowne 
Agreed nought : though wiſcſt were his owne. 


But quiet bliffe in no Nate laſteth long 
Affailed till by miſchiefmany waies:  . 
Whoſe ſpoyling battrie glowing hote and ſtrong, 
No flowing wealth,no force nor wiſdome ftaies, 
Her ſmoakles powder beaten ſouldiersſlaies. 

By open force foule miſchiefe oft preuailes, 

By ſecret {leight, ſhe ſeeld her purpoſe failes, 


TheKing wasbent too much to fooliſh pleaſure, 
In banqueting he had fo great delight: 
This made him grow in groſſenefle out ofmeaſure, 
Which, as it kindleth carnall appetite, 
So quencheth it the liuelines of ſprite. 

Whereof enſue ſuchficknes and diſcaſes 

As none can cure ſaue death thar all difpleaſes. 


Through this fault furdered by his brothers fraud 
(Now God forgiue me if I iudge amiſle) 
Or through thatbeaſt hisribaldor his baud 
That larded ftill theſe finfull lufts of his, . 
He ſodainely forſookeall worldly blifſe. 
That loathed leach, thatneuer welcome death, 


Through Spaſmons humours. topped vp his breath. 
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That timelay Tat Ludloe Wales his border, 
For with the Prince the King had ſentme thicher 
To ſtay the robberies, ſpoile, and foule diſorder 
Ofdiuers outlawes gathered there together: - 
Whoſe banding tended no man wilt well whither, 
VVhentheſe by wiſdome ſafely were ſuppreſſed, 
Came wofull newes, our ſoueraigne was deceaſled, 


The griefe whereof when reaſon hadaſſwaged, 

Becauſe the Prince remainedin my guide, 

For his defence great ſtore of men I waged, 

Doubting the Rormes which at ſuch time betide. 

But while I there thus warely did prouide, 
Commandement came to ſend them home againe 
Andbring the King thece with his houſhold craine, 


Thischarge ſent from the Counſell and the Queene 
Though much againſt my minde I beaſt obayed: 
The diuell himſelfe wrought all the drift I weene, 
Becauſe he would haue innocents betraied : 
For ere the King were halfe his way conuayed, 

A ſort of traytors falily him betrape 

I caught afore, and cloſe in priſon clapt, 


The Duke of Gloceſter that incarnate deuill 

Confedred with the Duke of Buckingham, 

VVith eke Lord Haſtings, haſty both to euill 

To meete the King in mourning habit came, . 

(A cruell VVolfe though clothedlike a Lambe) 
And at Northampton,where as thenT baited, 
They toke their Inne as they on me had waited, 


The King that nightat Stonyſtratford lay, 

Atowne too ſmall to harbour all his traine: 

This was the cauſe why he was gone away 

VVhile I with other did bchind remaine. 

But will you ſee how fallly friends canfaine? 
Not Sy»or{ly, whoſe fraud beſt fame rebukes, 
VVas halfe {o ſuttle as theſe double Dukes, 
e3 


Firſt 


406 Sir Anthony Woduile 
Firſtto mine Innecomieth in my brother falſe,” © 
Embraceth me : well met good brother Scales, 5) 
And weepes withall : the other me enhalſe | 
With welcome cofin, now welcome out of Wales : © 
O happie day, fornow all tormie gales 

of ſtrife andrancour vttetly are ſwaged, 

And we our ownetoliue or die vnwaged. 


This proferd ſeruice fauft with ſalutations 
Immoderate, mightcauſe me to ſuſpeQ: 
For commonly in all diflimulations | 
Th'excefle of glauering doth the guile deteR: 
Reaſon refuſeth falſehood to dire: 
The will therefore for feare of being ſpide 
Exceedeth meane, becauſe it wanteth guide. 


This is the cauſe why ſuch as faine to weepe 
Do houle outright, or wailing crie ah,ah, 
Tearing themſclues,and ſtraining fighes moſt deepe 
Why Gb diflemblers as would ſeeme to laugh 
Breath not tihhee, but bray out, hah hah hah : 
Why beggers faining brauery are the proud'ſt, 
Why cowards bragging boldneſſe, wrangle loud'ft, 


For commonly all that do counterfeat 

In any thing, exceed the naturallmeane, 

And thatfor feare offailing in their feat. 

But theſe conſpirers couched all ſocleane | 

Through cloſe demeanour,that their wiles did weane- bo 
My heart from doubts, ſo many a falſe deuice 
They forged freſh, to hide their enterpriſe, 


Fhey ſupt with me, propounding friendly talke « 

Ofcar affaires, ſtill Sinkag me as 5inar = | 

Andeuer among the cups to me ward walke : 

I drinke to you good Cuz each traytour ſayes. 

Our banquet done, whenthey ſhould go their waics- 
Theytooktheirleaue;oft wiſhing me good night, 

As heartily as any creature might. . 


Anoble heart they ſay is Lionlike, .. ... -: - 

It cannot couch, diflemble; crouch, nor faine, 

How villanous were theſe, and how yalike ? 

Of noble tocke the moſt ignoble Raine, 

Their woluiſh hearts, their trayterous foxly braine 
Or prouethem baſe, of raſcallraceengendred, 
Or = haultlinage baſtardlike degendred, 


Such _ heads as praiſe for prudentpolicie 

Falſe practiſes, I wiſh were patanpoles : - .. 

Imeane the baſtard law-brood, which can mollific 

All kind of cauſes in their craftie noles, 

Theſe vndermine all vertue, blind as Moles, 

They bolſter wrong, they racke and ſtraine the right, 
And prayſe for law both-malice, fraud, and might, 


Theſe quench the worthie flames ofnoble kind, 
Prouoking beſt borne to the baſcſt vices : 
Through crafts they make the boldeſt courage blind, 
Diſlikiog highly valiant enterprices, 
Andprayſing vilely villanous deuices. 

Theſe —_ the Bore a Hog, the Bull an Oxe, 

The Swan a Gooſe, the Lion a Wolfe orFoxe, 


The Lawyer Cateſby and hiscraftie feeres « 
Arout thatnere did good inanyreame, 
Arethey that had transform'd theſe noblepeeres: 
They turn'd their blood to melancholike fleumes, 
Their courage haulcto cowardiſe extreame, 
Their force andmanhoodintofraud and malice, 
Their wit to wiles,ſtout Heffor imo Pars. 


Theſe glauerers gone, my ſelfe torefiI laid, 

And doubting nothing ſoundly fell aſleepe: 

But ſuddenly my ſeruants-ſoreatzaid '1 

Awaked me: and drawing fighesfull he 

Alas (quothone) my Lord wearebetmi: 
How ſo (quoth I):the.Dukes are gone their waies, 
Thihaue bar'd te gazeyandborne away the kaies, 
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4.08 Sir eAnthonyWoauile 
While he thus ſpake, there canjeinto my mind. 113 31651 aldvn p 
This fearefull dreame, whereoutTwaked was: © GS 
Ifawariuer ſtopt withſtormes of winde, + 7TH 


Where througha Swan, aBull, and Boredidpafle,' / /- br 


Franchivg the fiſlyand frie, withteerh of braſle; bn þ ; > 1982 * ail] 
The river dri'd'vp fate littlefireame,” 7 263200 
Whichat the laſt did water all theReame. © 


Me thought this Rtteame did drowne the cruell Bore : 
In little ſpace, it grew {6 deepe and brode+ | HV 
But he had kill'd the Bull ahd Swan before.” ' © 6 HP 
Beſidesall this I ſaw an vglie Tode 
Crale toward me, on which me thoughtItrode : | 
But what became of her, or what ofmee- * 
My ſudden waking wonldnotletmeſee, {I 


Theſe dreames conſidered with this ſudden newes, 
Sodiuers from their doings ouer night, 
Did cauſe me neta little for ro muſe, 


Ibleftme, roſe inall the halt Imighr, '-* © PURA: 


By this, Arora fpred abroad thel: gar, 
Which from the ends of Phzbubeames he tooke, 
Who then the Bulles chiefe gallery forſooke, 


When TI had open'd the windowtolooke out, 

There might Ifethe ſtreets each where beſet, 

My Tnne on each fide compaſſedabour 

Wirth armed watchmen, all eſcapes to let :- 

Thus had theſe Neroes caught me in theirnet, 
Bur to whatend Tcould? not throughly gheſle, 
Such was my plainnes, ſiehveheir dou leneſle,” 


My conſcience was ſecleare I-could notdoubt: 

Their deadly drift, which leſſe apparantlay; - 2 © 

Becauſe they caus'd their menteturnetherour: 7 029 

That rode toward Stonyftratfordas they ſay, *' 7 

Becauſe the Dukes willfirſt bethere to day: © 

For this (choughtT) they hinderme'iinieft, - | 

For guiltleffe minds do eaſcly deeme the beR.> !*-- - . 
", —_ ! 
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By this the Dukes were/comeimominelimey!/ |: 


For they were lodged inanotherby, Dig 
Igotmeto them, thinking it afinne 
Within my chamber cowardly tolye. 
And merrily I ask'd my brother why- 
He vs'd me ſo? he ſterne ineuill ” FR 
Cried out: Tarreſt thee traytourfor thy badnes,. 


How ſo (quothT) whenceriſerh your ſuſpicion? 

Thou art a traytour (quothiheY Thee arreſt. - 

Arreſt (quoth I) why whete is your commiſſion? 

Hedrew his weapon, ſo didallthe reſt, 

Crying : yecld thee traytour. Iſo fore diftreſt 
Made no reſiſtance : but was ſent to ward, 
None ſaue their ſeruants ſigned to my gard. 


This done they ſped him to the King in poſt, 

Andafter humble reuerence to him done, 

They trayteroufly began torule the roſt, 

They pickt a quarell to my fifters ſon 

Lord Richard Gray : the King would not be won 
Tagree to them, yet they againſtall reaſon 
Arreſted him, they faid for hainous treaſon. 


Sir Thomas Vaughan and Sir Richard Hault- 


Two worthie Knights were likewiſe apprehended, . 


Theſeall were guiltie in one kind of fault, 

= would nor like the praQtiſe then pretended: 

And ſeeing the King was herewith ſore offended,.. 
Backeto Northamptonthey broughthim againe;;. 
Andthence diſcharged mottpart of his traine, 


There loc Duke Richard made himſe!fe Proteor 

Of King and Realme, by openpreclamation, 

Though neither King nor Queene were his eleQor; , 
Thus ke preſum'd by lawleſle vurpation:! | 
Butwill youſee his deepe diſmulation? 

He ſent me a diſh of dainties from his bord 
Tharday, and withiz, thisfalſe friendly word : 


.* 
{ 
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Commend me to him, all things ſhall be well, - 
I am his friend, bid himbe of good cheere:: 
Theſe newes I'prayedthe meſſenger _ ; 
My Nephew Richard, whom Ilou'd full deere, 
Burt what he ment by well, now ſhall you heere: 
He thoughtit well to haue vs quickly murdred, 
Which not long after chorowſly he furdred. 


For ſtraight from thence we cloſely were conueied, 
From iayle to iayle Northward, we wiſt not whither : 
Where, after a while we had in ſunder Raied, 
Atlaſt we metat Pomfret all cogether. . 
Sit Richard Ratcliffe bade vs t—_—_ thither, 
Who openly, all law and right contemned, 
Beheaded vs before we were condemned. 


My coſin Richardcould notbe content 
Toleaue his life, becauſe he wiſt not why, 
Good pentleman that neuer harme had mient, 
Therefore he asked wherefore he ſhould die : 
The Prieſt his ghoſtly father did replic 
With weeping eyes: Iknow one wofull cauſe; 
The Realme hath neither righteous Lords norlawes. 


Sir Thomas Vaughas chafing cried ill : 

This tyrant GloceFer is the graceleſſe G, 

That will his brothers children beaſtly kill. 
And, left the people through histalkemight ſee 
The miſcicfes toward, and thereto not agree, 


Our tormentour that cow nm Knight , 
Bad ſtop our mouthes, with words of highdeſpight, 


Thus di'd we guiltlefſe, proceſſe heard we none, 
No cauſe alleag'd, no Iudge, nor yet accuſer, 

No Queſt empanel'd paſſed vs vpon, 
Thatmurdrer Ratcliffe, law and rightsrefuſer, 
Didall to flatter Richardhis abuſer, 


Vaohappie both that cuer they were borne, 


Through guiltleſle blood that haue their ſoules forlorne, 
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Japart Tgrant1 welldeſerued this, | | 
Becauſe I caus'dnot ſpeedie execution | 

Be done on Richard for that murder of his, 

When firſt he wrought King Herries cloſe confufion, 

Not for his brothers hatefull perſecution, | 


Theſe cruell murderspainfull death deſerued, 
Which had he ſuffred, many had been preſerued, 


Warnetherefore all that charge or office beare, 

Toſeallmurdrers ſpeedily executed: 

And pare them not for fauour or for feare : 

Byguiltleſſe blood the earth remainespolluced. 

Forlacke of Iuftice kingdomes are tranſmuted, 
They that ſaue murdrers from deſerued paine, 
Shall through thoſe murdrers miſerably be ſlaine. 


HOW THE LORD HASTINGS WAS 
BETRAYED BY TRVSTING TOO MVCH 
to his euill Counſeller {aeſby, and villanouſly murde- 
red in the Tower of London,by Richard Duke of 
Gloceter, the 13. of Iunc, Anno, 
1483. 
Wo Am that Heftmgs whoſe too haftie death, 
MI ES) They blame that know wherefore Toft my breath, 
SP! With others fearing leſt my headlefſe name 
ME! Be wrong 'd,by partiall brute of flattering Fame. 
=D) Hearing O Baldvine that thou mean'ſtto pen, 
. Thelives and falles of EngliſhNoblemen, 
My ſelfe heere preſent, dopreſentto thee- 
My life, my fall, and forced deſtinie, 


Ne feare to ftaine thy credit by my tale: 

In Letbefloud, Jong ſince, in Stigian vale, 

Selfe loue I drown'd, What time hath fin'd for true; . 
And ceaſeth not, (though tale) ftillto xenue : 
Recount I will : whereof take this for proofe, 

That blaſe I will my praiſe, and myreproofe.. 
Wenaked =__ are but the very man © 

Nor of our ſelues more then we ought, we ſcan. 


[ + o 
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The Heauens high,and Earthly vale belowe, 


Yetring his Fame, whoſe deedes ſo | _ did grow. 15 


Edward the fourth ye know vnnam'd I meane, 
Whoſe noble nature ſo to me did leane, 

That TI his ſafte was, I his onely ioy, - © © 

And euen what Pandare was to him of Troy: 
VVhich mou'd himfirſt, to make me Chamberlaine, 
To ſerue his ſweets, to my moſt ſower paine, 


VVherein, to iuſtly prais'd for ſecretneſſe 
(For now my guilt with ſhriking I confeſle) 
To him too true too vntrue to the Queene, 
Such hate Lwan, as laſtedlong betweene 

Our families: Shores wife was my Nice cheat, 
The holy whore, and cke the wily peat, 

I fed his luſt with louelypeecesſo, 

That Gods ſharp wrath Ipurchaſt, my iuft wo, 


Sec here the difference of a noble minde, 

Some vertue raiſeth, ſome by vice haue climde, 
The firſt, though onely of themſelues begon, 
Yet circlewiſe into themſelues doron, 
VVithin themſelues their force vnited ſo, 
Both cndleſle is, and fironger gainſt their foe, 
For, when end 'th it that CE begon? 
Or how may thar, that hath no end, b'vndone ? 


Th'other asby wicked meanes they grue, 

And raigned by flatterie, ſo ſoone they rue. 

Firſt tumbling Rep fro honours old, is vice. 
VVhich once ſtept downe, ſome linger, noneariſe 
To former type : But they catch verrtues ſpray, 
V'Vhich raiſeth them that climbe b "x2: 5" ib 
Beware to riſe by ſcruing princely luſt, 

Surely to ſtand, one meane is rifing iuſt, 


VVhich learneby me, whom let it helpetexcuſe, 
That ruthfull now my ſelfe I do accuſe, 
And that my PrinceI cuerpleas'd with ſuch, 
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As harmed none, and him contented much, 
In vice ſome fauour, orleſſe hatelet win, 
That Ine wried to worfer end my fin, 

But vide my fauour to the helpe of ſuch, 
Asdeath in later warre to liue did grutch, 


For as on durt (though durtie) ſhin'th the Sunne ; 

Fo, euen amid(t my vice, my vertue ſhoanc. 

My ſelfe I ſpared with his cheate to ſtaine, 

For loue or reuerence fo Icould refraine, 

Gifppus wife erſt Tirzs would defire 

With friendſhips breach : I quenchr that brutiſh fire, 
Manly it is, to loth the pleaſing luſt, 

Small vant to flie, that of conſtraint thou muſt, 


Theſe faults except, if fo my life thou ſcan, 

Lo! none I hurt but furdred euery man. 

My Chamber England was, my Gat: the law : 
Whereby ſfauncerigour, all Theldin awe. 

So kind to all, and ſo belou'd of all, 

As, (what enſued vpon my bloodie fall 

Though I ne felr) yer ſurely this I thinke, 

Full many a trickling teare their mouthes did drinke. 


Diſdaine not Princes eaſfie acceſſe, meeke cheare, 
Weknow then Angelsfiatelier port ye beare 

Of God himſelfe : roo maſſie a as for ſprits. 
Butthen, my Lords, conſider, he delights 

Toyaile his grace to vspoore earthly wants; 
Tofimpleſt ſhrubs, and to the dunghillplants. 
Expreſſe him then, in might, and mercics meane: 
+ Soſhall ye win, as now yerule theReame. - 


Butall too long I feare Idodelay 

The many meanes, whereby 1 did bewray 
My zealous will, to earne my Princes grace. 
Leſt thou defer, to thinke me kindpercaſe. 
As noughtmay laſt, ſo Fortunes changing cheare 
Withpouting lookesganlower on my fire, . 
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And on her wheele, aduanſthighinhisrome | | 
The Warwick Earle,admirdthrough Chriſtendome, 


Beſides the tempting proweſle of the foe, 

My Princesbrother did him then forgoe, 

The cauſe was lik'd, I was his link'dallie. 

Yetnor the cauſe, nor brothers treacherie, 

Nor enmies force, nor band of mingled blood: 
Made Ha#tings beare any other mind then good, = 
But tane, and ſcap'd from Warwickes priping yomet 
With me he fled through Fortunes froward flawes, 


To London come, at large we might haue ſeemed, 
Had not we then the Realme apriſondeemed, 
Each buſh, abar, each ſpray, a banner ſplayed, 
Each houſe, a fort, ourpaſſage to haue ſtayed. 

To Lin we leape, where while w/await the tide, 
My ſecret friends inſecret I ſupplid, 

In mouth to further Hezrie fr theirKing, 

And vſe my beſt meanes Edwardin to bring. 


The reſileſſe tide, to bar the emptie bay, 

With waltring waues roames wambling forth, Away 
The merrie Mariner hales. The bragging boy, 

To maſts high top vp hies. In figne of ioy . 

The wauering flag is vanſt, The ſurging ſeas 

Their ſwelling ceaſe : to calmeſt eucn peace 


The Scamenarm'd, await their noble fare, 


On bord we come, The maſſie anchors wai'd, 
One Engliſh ſhip, two hulks of Holland, aid 

In ſuch a pinch. So ſmall though was the traine, 
Such his conſtraint, that now, that one with paine 
Command he might, who late might many moe: 
Then ghaſtly Greekeserſtbroughtto Tenedo. 

So nought is ours that we by hap may loſe, 
What neareſt ſeemes, is fartheſt off in woes, 


Sinkes downe theirpride, With drunkenneſle gain all care. 


( 
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Asbaniſhed wights, ſuch ioyes we might haue made. 


Exsdof aye threatning death thatlate we drade, 
Butonce our countries ſight (not care) exempr, 
Noharbour nag, + that _ our fearerelent, 
No couert caue, no ſhrub to ſhroud our lives, 

No hollow wood, no flight thatsft depriues 
Themightie his prey, no ſanQuarie left 

For exil'd Prince, that ſhrouds each ſlaue for theft : 


lapriſon pent whoſe woodie walles to paſſe 
o nolefleperill then the dying was :- 

With th' Ocean moated bemed with the waues, 
(Aschain'd at oares the wretched galley ſlaues, 
Atmercie fit of ſea and enmies ſhor, 

And ſhun with death that they with flight may not) 
But greeniſh waues, and heauie lowring skies 
Allcomfortelſe forcloſed our exiled eics : 


Lolofrom higheſt top the ſlauiſh boy 

Sent vp, with fight of land our hearts to toy : 
Deſcries at hand a fleete of Eafterlings 

Asthen hot enmies of the BritiſhKings, . 

The Mouſe may ſometime helpe the Lion inneed, 
Thebirtle Bee once ſpilt the Aegles breed, 
OPrincesſeeke no foes, In your diſtrefle, 

The earth, the ſeas, conſpire your heauineſle, 


Our foe deſcried by flight we ſhun in haſt - 

Andlaid with canuas now the bending maſt, 
Theſhip was rack to tric her failing then, 

As Squirels climbe the troupes of truſtie men, 

The ſteerſman ſeekes —_ courſe torun, 

The fouldier ſtirs, the Gunner hies to gun. 

The Flemmings ſweate, the Engliſh ſhip diſdaines- 
Towaitbehind to beare the Flemmin gs traines. 


Forth flieth the Barke, as from the violent Goone | 
The pelletbreakes all ſtaies, and tops eftſoone. 
And ſwift ſhe ſwindg'th, as oft.in Funnie day, 
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TheDolphin fleetes in ſeas, inmerric May. | 
As we for liues, ſoth'caſterlings for gaine, 
Thwack on the failes, and after make amaine. 


Though heavie they were, and of burthen great: 
A King to maſter yer, what Swine nold ſweat? 


So mid the vale the Greyhound ſeeing ſtart 

The fearefull Hare, ws” 2 before ſhe flert, 

And where ſhe turn'th he turn'th her, thereto beare, 
The one prey pricketh, th'other ſafeties feare, 

So were we chas'd, ſo fled we fore our foes. 

Bet flight then fight in ſo vneuen cloſe. 

Iend. Some thinke perhaps, too long he taicth 

In perill preſent ſhewing i fixed faith. 


This ventred I, this dread I did ſuſtaine, 

To trie my truth, my life I did diſdaine. 

Burt, loc ! like triall 'gainſt his ciuill foe, 

Faiths worſt is triall, which reſerues to woe. 

I paſſe our ſcape, and ſharpe returning home, 
Where we were welcom'd by our wonted fone. 
To batrell maine deſcends the Empires right, 
At Barnetioyne the hoſts in bloodie fight. 


There ioyn'd three battels ranged in ſuch array, 
As mightfor terror, Alexander fray. 

What ſhouldI ſtay totell the long diſcourſe ? 
Who wan the Palme ? who bare away the worle ? 
Sufficeth ſay by my reſerued band, 

Ourenemies fd, we had the vpper hand, 

My iron armie held herRtcadie place, 

My Prince to ſhield, his feared foe to chaſe, 


Thelike ſuccefle befellin Tewkesbury field. 
My furious force, their force perforc'dto yeeld 
My Princes foe : and render to my King 

Her only fonne, leſt hemorebate might bring. 
Thus haſt a mirrour of a SubieQs mind, 

Such as perhaps israreagaine to find, 
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The caruing cuts, that cleaue the truſty ſteele, 
My faith, and due allegeance, could not feele, 


But out alas, what praiſe mayTrecount, 

Thatis not ſtain'd with ſpor, that doth ſurmount 
My greateſt vaunt? bloudy for VVarre, to feete 
ATiger was I, all for peace ynmeete, 

A ſouldiers hands muſt oft be died with goare, 
Leſtſtarke with reſt, they finewd waxe and hoare. 
Peace could I win by VVarre, butpeace not vſe. 
Few daies live he, who VVarlike peace doth chuſe. 


VVhen Crofts a Knight preſented Henries Heire- 
Tothis our Prince, in furious moode enquere 
Ofhim he gan, what folly or phrenſy vaine, 

With Arms forſt him Cinuade his Realme againe ? 
Whom anſwering, that he claim'd his fathersright ; 
With Gauntlet ſmit, commanded from his fight, 
GloceFter, Clarence, 1 and Dorſet ſlewe : 

Theguile whereof we ſhortly all did rue. 


Clarence, as {yras, drown'd in bloud like Wine, 

Dorſet I furthered to his ſpeedy ' rom 

: Ofme, my ſelfe am ſpeaking prefident, 
Nor eaſter fate the briſtled Boare islent. 

Our blouds haue paid the vengeance of our guilt, 


His bones, ſhall broilefor bloud which he hath ſpilt,- 


Odeadly murther, that attainr'th our fame, 
Owicked Traytours wanting worthy name, 


Whoas miſchieuouſly ofmen deſe;1e, 
As ay merit well, whodoemet.+*ues preſerue. 
If thoſe therefore we recken heauenly wights, 


Theſe may we well deemeFeendes, and damned Sprits, 


And while on earth they walke, diſguiſed deuils, 
Sworne foes of vertue, faRtours for all euils. 
Whoſe bloudyhands torment their goared harts, 


Through bloudſhedshotrour, in Ong. he tarts, 
[: E 


ay 


413 The Lord Haſtings. 


O happy world were the Lions men, + 
All Lions ſhould atleaſt be ſpared then, 
No ſuerty now, no laſting league isbloud, 
A meacocke is he, who Tor th to ſee bloud ſhed, 
Old is the Practiſe of ſuch bloudy ftrife, 

While ij. weare Armies. ijj.the Iſſues of firſt Wife, 
With armed hart and hand, the one bloudy brother, 
With cruell chaſe purſueth, and murdreth th'other. 


Which who abhorreth not ? yet who ceaſeth to ſue? 
The bloudy Caines their bloudy ſire renue. 

The horror yetis like in common frates, 

For in ech murther, brother brother ſlaies, - 
Traytours to nature, countrey kin and kinde, 
Whom no band ſerueth in brothers loue tobind, 

O ſimple age, whenſlaunder {laughter was. 


The tongues ſmaleuil, how doth this miſchief paſſe? 


Hopeſt thou to cloake thy couert miſchiefe wrought? 
Thy conſcience, Caitif,ſhal proclaime thy thought, 
A viſion, Chaucer ſheweth diſcloaſd thy crime, 
The Foxe deſcrie the crowes andchattring pieu, | 
And ſhal thy fellow felons, not bewray | 
The guiltelefle death, whom guiltic hands do ſlay ? 
Vnpuniſhed ſcaped for bainous crime ſome one, 

But ynaduenged, in minde orbogy none, 
Vengeance on minde, the freating furies take, 

The ſinful corps, like earthquake agues ſhake, 

Their frowning lookes, their troubled minds beyray, 
In haſt they runne, and mids theirrace they ſtaie, 

As gidded Roe. Amids theirſpeech they whiſt, 

At meate they muſe. No where they may perfiſt 

But ſome feare netleth them. Ay hang they fo, 

So neuer wanteth the wicked murtherer wo. 


An infantrent with Lionsram ing es? 
Why ſlaunder I Lions? They feare the ſacredlawes 


Ofroyall bloud, Ay me more brute then beaſt, With 
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With infants ſides,(Lycaonspie) to feaſt, 
Otyrant Tigers, O inſaciate woolues, 


OEngliſh courteſie, monſtrous mowes and gulfes, 


Onely becauſe our Prince diſpleaſ'd we ſaw 
With him, we ſlue him ſtraight before all lazy, 


Before our Prince commanded once his death, 
Ourbloudie ſwords on him we did vnſheath, 
Preventing law, and euen our Princes heſt, 

We hid our weapons in the younglingsbreſt, 
VVhom not defire of raigne did driueto field, 
Butmothers pride, who longd the Realme to wield, 
But fraight my death ſhall ſhew my worthie meed, 
Iffirſt to one other murtherT proceed. 


VVhile Edvard liued, diſſembled diſcord lurked 

In double hearts, yet ſo his reuerence worked, 

But when fectoriagimdes feebleage, 

Gaue open gap to tyrantsruſhing rage : 

_—_ the Boare, and Bucke, to captiuate 

Lord Rivers, Gray, fir Thomas Vanghanand Hawte, 
land would helpe the ſea, well carnd that ground 
Itfelfe, tobe with conquering waues ſurround, 


Their ſpeedie death by priuie domeprocuted, 
AtPomfret :tho my life ſhort while endured. 
Myfelfe Iflue,when them I damned to death, 
Atonce my throate Iriued, and reft them breath, 
For that ſelfe day, before or neerethe hower 
That withred Arropos nipt the ſpringing flower 
VVith violent hand, of their forth running life : 
My head and body,in Tower twinde like knife, 


By this m aterneighs e peeres beware. 
Ofthan Th ye pe | 


e himſelfe who others weenthto ſnare: © 


Spare to be each others butcher. Feare the Kite, - 
VVho ſoarcth aloft, (while frog and mouſe dofight 
In ciuil combat, grappling voidoffeare © 
Offorreine foe).atoncealboth —_ 
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Which plainer by my pitiedplaint to ſee, 
Awhile anew your liſtning lend to mee. 


Too true it is two ſundrie aflemblies kept, 

At Crosbies place,and Baynards Caſlle ſet: 
The Dukes at Crosbies, but at Baynards we. 
The one to crowne aking,the other tobe. 
Suſpicious is ſeceſſion of foule frends, 

When eithers driftto th'others miſchief tends, 
Ifear'd the end, my Catesbies being there 
Diſcharg'd all doubts, Him held I moſt entire. 


Whoſe great prefermentby my meanes, Ithoughe *' 

Some fpurre, topay the thankfulneſle hee ought, 

The truſt he ought me, made me truſt himfo, 

That priuie he was both to my weale and wo, 

My hearts one halfe, my cheſt of confidence, 

Mine only truſt, my ioy dwelt in hispreſence. 

Ilou'd him Baldwine, as the apple of mine eye; 
Iloath'd my life when Catesby would me die. 


Flie from thy chanel Thamss, forſake thy ſfreames, 
Leaue the Adamant Iron: Phebw lay thy beames : 
Ceaſe heauenly Sphearsatlaſt your weary warke,, 
Betray your charge, returne to Chaos darke. 
Atleaft, ſomeruthleſle Tiger hang her whelp, 

My Catesby ſo with ſome excuſe to help. 

And me to comfort, that Lalone, ne ſeeme 

Ofall dame natures workes leftin extreeme. 


A Golden treaſure is the tried frend, 

But who may Gold from Counterfaitsdefend? 
Truſt not too ſoone, nox yettoo ſoone miſtruſts 
With th'one thy ſelfe, with th'other thy friend thouhurt't, 
V'Vho twin'th-betwixt, and ſteareth the golden meane, 

Nor raſhlyloueth, nor miſtruſteth in vaine, 

In friendſhip ſoueraigne itis as Mithridate,  - + - 
Thy friend-to-louc as onewhomthou maiſthate.... | 


TheLord Haſtings. 
Oftickle credit ne had binthe miſchiefe, - 
What needed UVirbius miracle doubled life? 
Credulity ſurnamed firſt the eEgear Seas. 


Miſtruſt, doth reaſon in the ruſtieſtraiſe. 
Suſpicious Rownlrs, ſtain'd his Walls firſt reard 


With brothers bloud, whom for light leape he feard, 


Sonotin brotherhood ieloufie may be borne, 
The iclous Cuckold weares the Infamous Horne. 


Abeaſt may preach by triall, not foreſight. 

Could I haue ſhund light credit, nere had light 
The dreaded death, vpon my guilty head, 

But Fooles aye wont to learne by after read. 

Had Caresby kept vnſtaind the truth he plight, 
Yethad yetenioied me,and Iyet the light: 

All Derbies doubts 1 cleared with his vame. 

Iknew, no harme could hap me without his blame, 


But ſee the fruites of tickle light belcefe, 

The ambitious Dukes corrupt the Traitor theefe, 
Togrope mee, if allured I would affent, 

Tobina Partner of their curſed intent. 

Whereto, when asby no meanes friendſhip vail d, 
By Tyrant force behold they me aſfail'd, 
Andſummond ſhortly aCounſell in the Tower, 
Oflune the fifteenth, at appointed hower, 


Alas, are Co unſels wried ro catchthe good? 
Noplace is now exempt from ſheading bloud, 
Sith counſels, that were carefull to preſerue 


Theguilteleſſe good,are meanes to make them ſtarue, 


VVhat may not miſchiefe of Mad man abuſe? 
Religious cloake ſome one to vice doth chule, 
And maketh God Prote&our of his crime. 
Omonſtrous world, well ought we wiſh thy fine, 


Thefatall skies, roll on the hlackeſt day, 

VVhen doubledbloudſhed, my bloud muſt repay. 
Others none forceth, TÞme fir Thomas Haward 
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As 


AL T be Lord Haſtings. 


As ſpurre is buckled, to prouoke me froward, + 
Derbte who feared the parted fittings yore; 
Whether, much more he knery byexperience hoate, 
Or better minded, cleareliertruth could fee s 

At midnight darke this meſſage ſends to mee, 


Ha#tings away, in {leepe the gods foreſhow 

By dreadfull dreame, fell fates vnto vs two. 

Me thought a Bore with tuske fo raced our throate, 

That both our ſhoulders of the blood did ſmoake, 

Ariſe to horſe, ſtraight homeward letvshie : 

And ſeeth our foe we cannotmatch, O flic. 

Of Chanteclere youlearne dreames footh to know, 
Thence wiſemen conſtrue, more then the cock doth crow. 


While thus he ſpake, Theld.within mine arme 
Shores wifc, the tender piece, to keepe me warme, 
Fie on adulterie, fie on leacherous luſt, 

Marke in me ye Nobles all, Gods judgements uſt, 
A Pander, Murderer, and Adulterer thus, 

Only ſuch death Idie, asI ne bluſh, 

Now leſt my dame might thinke appall'd my hart 
With eager mood yp in my bedI ſtart. 


And, isthy Lord (quoth 1) a Sorcerer? 

A wiſcman now become ? a dreamereader ? 

What though ſo Chazteclere crowed ? Ireck it not? 
Oan my part pleadeth as well dame Partelor. 

Vniudg'd hang'th yetthe caſe betwixtthem tway. 
Nay was his dreame cauſe of his hap I ſay. 

Shall dreaming doubtsfrom Prince my ſeruing ſlack? 
Nay, then might Haftings life and liuing lacke. 


He parteth, I fleepe, my mind furcharg'dwith-finne, 
As Phebwu beames by miſtie cloud kept in, 

Ne could miſgiue, ne dreame of my miſhap : 

As blocke, I tumbled to mine encmigs trap- 
Securitie cauſelefle through my fained frend, 

Retr me foreſight of my approching ende- | 


e Lord Haſtings. 


Go Cateſby clawed me,as when the Cat doth play, 


Dallying with Mouſe whom ſtraight ſhe meanes toſlay, | 


Themorow come, the lateſt light tome, 

On Palfray mounted, tothe Tower Ihie, 
Accompanied with that Hawardmy mortall foe, 
Toſlaughter led, thou God didft ſuffer fo, 

(O deepe difſemblers, honoring with your cheare, 
Whom in hid heart you trayterouſly teare) 

Neuer had Realme fo open fignes of wrack, 
AsIhad ſhewed me of my heauie hap. 


The viſion firſt of Srayley late deſcried: 

Then mirth ſo extreame, that neare for ioyT died, 
Were it, that Swanlike I foreſong my death, 

Or merrie mind foreſaw the lofle of breath 
Thatlong it coueted, from this earths annoy, 

But euen as ſiker as th'end of woe isioy, 

And glorious light to obſcure night doth tend : 
Fo extreame mirrh, inextreamemone doth end, 


For why, extreames are haps rackt out of courſe, 

By violentmightr far ſwinged forth perforce. | 
Which as they are piercing ſt while they violentft moue, 
For that they are neare to cauſe that doth them ſhoue ; 
Soſooneſt fall from that their higheſt extreame, 
Toth'other contrarie thatdoth want of meane.. 
Solaughed he erſt;who laughed outhisbreath : 
Solaughed I, when Llaugh d my ſelfe to death. 


The plealing ſt meanes bode not the luckieſt ends, 

Not aye, found treaſure:tq like pleaſuretends, | 
Mirth meanes not mirth all time,thrice happie hire 

Of wit, to ſhunthe exceſle that all defire, ? 

But thisI paſſe. I hie to other like. 

My palfrey in the plaineſtpaued ftreete, : ©. \_ 

Thrice bowed his boneshrice kneeled on the flower - 
Thrice ſhun'd (as Balams afle):the 7 ay Toiwer.- 
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What? 


4.24. The Lord Haſtings. 
What? ſhould Tthinke he had ſenſe of after haps? 
As beaſts forcſhow the drought or rainie drops, 
As humours in them want or clſc abound, 

By influence fromthe heauens,or change of ground? 

Or do we interpret by ſucceſle each/figne ? 10: :+5fate 
And as we fancie of each hap divine ? 
And make that cauſe, that kin is to th'effe&t? 

Not hauing ought of conſequence reſpect? _ 


Bucephalus kneeling only to his Lord, 

Shewed only he was Monarch ofthe world. 

Why may notthen the fteed foreſhew by fall, 

What caſuall hap the fitter happen ſhall? 

Darius horfe by braying broughta Realme, 

And what letteth, why he ne 1s (as the afſe) Gods meane 
By ſpeaking ſigne, to ſhew his hap to come, 

Who is deafe hearer of his ſpeaking dome ? 


But forward yet, In Tower-ſtreetIfſtaid, __.. 
Where (could I haue ſcene)loe Hawardallbewrai'd * 
For asI commond with a Prieſt Imet : 

Away my Lord,quoth he,yourtime is ne yet 

To take a Prieſt, Lo, Sinon might be feene, 

Had not theTroians- hares fooliſh forthright eyen,, 
But fince the time was come that I ſhould die, 

Some grace it was to die with wimpled eye, 


Nay was this all. For euen at Tower-wharfe, 
Neere to thoſe walles within the which I ſtarfe, 
Where erſt, in ſorow ſouſt, and deepe diſtrefle,. 
Lemparted all my pining penſiuenefſe 

With Ha#tizgs : (fo my Purſcuantmen call): 
Even there, the ſame to meeteir did me fall. 
Who gan to me moſt dolefullytenue, 

The wofull conference had erſt in that lieu. 


Ha#tings (quoth T) accordin youn they fare; 
AtPomfretthisdaydying, who.caus d that. cate, od: | 
My ſclfe haveallthe world at my will, ; LA) Lanitoaual | 


The Lord Haſtings. 


With pleafures cloyed, engorged with the fill, 
God grant it ſo,quoth he:why doubteſt thou tho 
Quoth I? andall in chafe, to him gan ſhew 

In ample wiſe,our drift with tedious tale : 
Andentred ſothe Tower to my bale, 


What ſhould we thinke of fignes? They are but haps, 
How may they then, be ſignes of afterclaps? 

Doth euery chance foreſhew or cauſe ſome other ? 

* Orending atitſelfe, extendth no further ? 
Asth'ouerflowing floud ſome mount doth choake, 
But to his aide ſome other floud it yoake : 

$o, if with fignes thy ſinnes once ioyne, beware, 
Elſe whereto chances tend, doneuer care, 


Had not my ſinne deſerued my death as wreake, 
What might my mirth haue hurt? or horſes becke ?. 
Or Hawards bitter {coffe ? or Ha#tings talke? 
Whatmeane then foole Aſtrologers to calke? 

That twinckling ftarres fling downe the fixed fate? 
Andallis guided by the ſtarrie ſtate ? 

Perdy acertaine charge afſign'd they haue 

Toſhine, and times diuide, not fate to graue, 


But grant they ſomewhat giue itat one inſtant: 
Ofeuery babe the birth 4, ks ſoſcand, 
Thatthey that reſtleſſe roll, and never ſtay, . 
Shouldin his life beare yet ſo violent ſway : 
That, not his ations only next to birth, 

Butall his life and deathhe ſwayed therewith ? 
Howmay one motion make ſo ſundrieaffets? 
Or one impreſſion tend to ſuch reſpeRs? 


Some rule there is yet, Elſe, why were defer'd 
Tillnow, theſe plagues,fo long ere now deſeri'd >- 
Iffor they are trifles, they ne ſeeme of care : 

But toyes with Godthe lately ſceptersare. - 

Yetin them too plaine dothappeareforeſet;. 

The certaine rule and fatall _limirs ſer, 


42.6 The Lord Haſtings. 


Yetthinke wenot, this ſure foreſerting fare, 
But Gods faſt prouidence for each princely ſtate, 


And hath heetrſt reſtrain'd his prouidence ? 

Or is he nigard of his free difpence ? 

Or is he vncertaine foreſert drifts to driue? 

That not dame Chance but he all goods may giue ? 
A heathen god they hold whom Fortune _ x 
To deale them haps while god they weene allcepe : 
Mocke-gods they are and many gods induce, 
Who fortune faine to father their abuſe, 


How ſo it be, it might haue warned me, 

But, what Icould not,that inmeſeeye, 

Whorun inrace, the honor like to win, | 
Whoſe faireſt forme nought may deformebur fin, 
Alas, when moſtI did defi all dread, 

By ſingle haire deaths ſword -hung ouer my head, 

For hearke the end and liſten now my fall ; 

This is the laſt, and this the fruit of all. 


To Counſell chamber come, a while we ſtaid 

For him without whom nought was done or faid : 
Atlaſt he came, and courteouſly excuſed, 

That he ſolong our patience had abuſed, 
Andpleafantly began to paint his cheere, 

And faid : My Lord of Elie,would we had heere 
Some of the ſtrawberries, whereof you haue ſtore : 
The laſt delighted meſo asnothing more, 


Would, what ſo you wiſh, Imight as well command, 
My Lord (quoth he) as thoſe. And out ofhand 

His ſeruant ſendeth to Ely place for them. - - | _/1 35141 
Out goeth from vsthe reftleſfle diuell againe : Ty 
Belike (Ithinke) ſcarce yetperſwaded full, 

To worke the miſchiefe that did mad his ſcull. 
Atlaſtdetermin'd, ofhis bloodie thoughr = 3034 
And force ordain'd, to worke the wilehe ſought: 


Frowning 


Frowning he enters, with ſo changed cheare, © 

As for milde May had chopped foule Ianuere : 
Andlowrin g on me with the goggle eye, 

The whetted tuske, and fur'wed forehead hie, 

His crooked ſhoulder briſtlelike ſet vp, 

With frothie iawes,whoſe fome he chaw'd and ſup'd, 
With angrie lookes thatflamed as the fire: 

Thus ganatlaſt to grunt the grimmeſt fire, 


What merit they, whom me, the kingdomes ſtay, 
Contriued haue counſell trayterouſly to lay? 

Abaſhedall fate. I thought I mightbe bold, 

For conſcience clearenefſe and acquaintance old, 

Their hire isplaine,quoth I. Be death the leaſt 

Towhoſo ſecketh your grace ſo to moleſt, | 
Withouten ſtay : the Queene and the whore Shores wife, 
By witchcraft (quorh he) ſecke to waſte my life, 


Loheere the withered and bewitched arme, 

That thusis ſpent by thoſe two Sorcerefle charme : 
And bared his arme and ſhewed his ſwiniſhskin. 

Such cloakes they vſe, that ſeeke to cloud their fin, 

But out alas, it ſerueth not for theraine, 

Toall the houſe the colour was-too plaine : 

Nature had giuen him many a maimed marke \ 
Andit amongſtto note her monſtruous warke, : 


My doubrfull heart diſtracted this replie. 

For th'one I cared not. Th'other niprt ſo nie 
Thatwhift I could not : but forthwith brake forth, 
Iffo it be, of death they are doubtleſſe worth... 

If, traytour quoth he? plai'ſt thou with ifs and ands ? 
Ie on thy bodice auow it with theſe hands, 

And therewithall he mightly bounced the bord, 
Inruſh'd his bil-men,one himfelfebeſtird, 


Laying at Lord Staul;y whoſe braine he had ſurely cleft, 
ad he not downe beneath the table crept. 
But Ely, Yorke, and I were taken ftraight, 
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428 T he Lord Haſtings. 
Impriſoredthey : I ſhould no longer wait, 

But charged was to ſhriue me, and ſhift with haſt, 
My Lord muſt dine, and now midday was paſt, 
The Bores firſt diſh, not the bores head ſhould be, 
But Haſtings head the boriſh beaſt would ſee, 


VVhy tay This dinner ? vnto the chappel ioineth 
A greeniſh hil, that body and ſoule oft twineth., 
There ona blocke my head was ſtricken off, 

As 'Baptifts head, for Herodbloudy gnoffe, 

Thus liu'd I Ba/dwine, thus dideT, thusI fel, 

This is the ſumme, whichal atlarge to tel 

VVould yolumes fil : whence yet theſe leſſons note 
Yenoble Lords, to learne and ken by rote, 


By filthie riſing feare your names to ſtaine z 

If notfor yertues loue, for dread of paihe. 
VVhom ſo the mindes vnquiet ſtate ypheaues, 
Be it for loue or feare : when fancie reaues 
Reaſon her right, by mocking of the wit, 

If once the cauſe of this aff: ion —_. 
Reaſon preuailing on the vubridled thought : 
Downe falth he who by fancie climbe aloft, 


So hath the riſer foule no ſtaie from fall, 

Nonot of thoſe that caiſd him firſt of all. 

His ſuretie ſtands in mainteining the cauſe 
"That heau'd him firſt, whichreft by reaſons ſawes, 
Not onely falth he to his former ſtate, 

But liueth for euer in his princes hare, 

And marke my Lords, God for adulterie ſleath, 
Though ye it thinke too ſweete a finne for death, 


Serue trulie your Prince and feare not rebels might, 
On Princes halues the mightie God doth fight, 

O much more then forſweare a forrein foe, 

Who ſeeketh your realme and country to yndo. 
Murther deteſt, haue hands ynſtaind with bloud. 
Aie with your ſuccour do proteRthe good, 


Chace 
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The Lord Haſtings 


Your heart and power, to your liues laftend, 


Chace treaſon where truſt ſhould be wed to your frend 


' Fletickle credit, ſhunalikediftruſt, 


Too true it is, and credit it you muſt : 

The iealous nature wantethno ftormie ſtrife, 
The fimple foule aye leadeth a ſower life, 

Beware of flatterers, friends in outward ſhow : 
Beft is of ſuch to make your open foe, 

Whatall men ſecke, that allmen ſecke to faine, 
Some ſuch to be, ſome ſuch to ſeeme, them paine, 


Marke Gods juft indgements, puniſhing finby ſinne, 
Andlipperie ftate hed aloft we ſyvimme. © 
The prouetbe, all day vp if we ne fall, ' 

Aprecth well to ys high heaued worldlings all. 

From common ſort yprais'd, in honors weed 


We ſhine : while Fortune falfe (whom none erſt feed-. 


Toftand with ſay and forſweare ticklenefſe:) 
Sowſeth vs in mire of durtie brittleneſfle. 


Andlearne ye Princes by my wronged ſprite, . 
Not tomiſconſter what is meant aright,.. 

The winged words too oft preventthe wi, , - _. 
When filence ceafeth afore the lipsto fit... _ - 
Alas, what may the words-yecld worthie death?” | 
The words worſt is, the ſpeakers ſtinking breath,. 


Words are but winde, why gaſt theyzhen ſomuch:+ ..,.i, 11 
Thkeguiltic kicke, when hey too{martly touch. : -,. ' - ! 1 17 


Forthirreturnable flieth thefpoken word, 

Beitin ſcoffe, jrearueRt, opinbourds::: ic 7 
Without returne, and ynreceiwd it hangszoc; | 
Angatthe takers mercie,of rigour Rands: -: -' 
Whithy e ſowerly wreſt with wrathfull cheare; . 
The ſhivering word turnes to thi 


Ffriendly conrewfidd&thib world: 


Tothe ſpeakers comforrDiquedyix dodustdonad, jy cot 
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430 The Lord Haftings. 
Euen as the yapour which the fire repels, | 
Turnesnottoearth, butin mid airedwels, 
Where while it hangeth, if Boreas froſtic flawes 
With rigourrattle it : not to raineit thawes, . 
But thunder, lightnings, ratling haile or ſnow ” 
Sends downe toearth, whence firft itroſe below: 

Butif faire Pheabwus with his countenance ſweete 
Reſolue it, downe the dew, or Manna ſleete. 


(The Manna dew, that in the Eaſterne lands, 
Excell th the labour of the bees ſmall hands, 

Elſe for her Memnon gray eAwroras teares, 

On the earth it illeth, the partener ofher feares, _ 
'Or ſendeth Geet ſhowers to glad their motherearth, 
Whence firſt they tooke their firſt inconſtantbirth, 
To ſo great griefes, ill taken words do grow: 

Of words well taken, ſuch delights do | 


Thislearned, thus be heereatlengthanend, 
What fince enſued, to thee I will commend, 

Now farewell Ba/dwine, ſhield my torne name, 
From ſlanderous trumpe of blaſting blacke defame, 
But ere Ipart, hereof thou record beans : | 
I claime no part of yertues reckoned heere. 

My vice w ſelfe, burGod my vertues take, 

So hence departI, as IentrednaKk'd, 


Thus ended Hangs both his lifeand tale, . © | 
Containing all his worldly blifſe and bale, <i>: 71 0 | 
Happie he Fiued, to6 happie bur for finneg- '' / i | 

Happie he died whom right his death did bring. | 
Thus euer happie. For there isno meane | LAT. i 
Twixt bliſſefull liues and mortall:deathsextreame. :: 
Yet feared not his foesto ſtaine hisnams; 55:1? 
Andby theſe {landersto procure his ſhame, it 
In ruſtie armour as in extreame ſhift, -_.;_; _;--. 
_— clad themſclues, to cloake their diuveliſhdrift, ;/(!: 1117 
An forthwith for tubRantiall citizens rat, 1109 2193620 5140) 
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The Lord Haſtings 
Declaring to them, Haftings forged intent \ 
Was to haue ſlaine the Duke: and to haue ſeiſed 


The Kings yong perſon.ſlaying whom he had pleas'd, | 
But God of ice had withturn'd thar fare, | 


Which where it ought, light on his proper pate, 


Then practiſed they by proclamation ſpread, --; . 
Nought to forget, that mought defame him dead. 
Which was ſo curious, and ſo clerkely peud, . 
Solong withall : that when ſome did attend. 

His death ſo yong : they ſaw thatlotg before //:. 
The ſhroud was ol then babe to die was bore. 
Sowonteth God to blind the worldly wife, 

That not to ſee, that all the world cſpies, 


One hearing it cried out : Agoodlyaft,” 1; + 
And well contruted; foule caſt awayfor haft:  - 
Whereto another gan in ſcoffe replie, 

Firttpend it was by enfſpiring-prophecie. 

Socan God rip yp ſecret miſchiefes wrought, 

Tothe confuſion of the works thought, 


My Lords,the tub,that dround the Clarence Duke, - 


Dround not his death, nor yet his deathsrebuke, 


ecarth formurder crieth out yengeanceRerne, ;;/ 


Fliefrom his faults, and ſpare:tohurthisfaime,; : ';-|-, 


The ay hounds forbeare theirſlaine game, 
Dead, dead, auaugt Curs from nquered chaſe, 


mightheliue wholoueth the dead to race. 


Thus lived this Lord,thus died he,thus he ſlept. 
Mids forward race when firſt to reſt he ftepr, 
Enuious death that bounceth as well with mace 
At Keſars.courts, as at the pooreſt gates: 


Whennature ſeem'd too flow,by this ſloape meane, 
Conucighed him ſooner to his liues extreame, 
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432 The Lord Hoitings. 


Happie in preuenting woes that after happ'd, 
In Robe Freete his liuing lights he lapp'd, 


Whoſe haſtie death, if it doany grieue : 

Know he, he liu'd to die, and dideto live. 

Vatimely neuer comes the liueslaſt mer. 

In cradle death may rightly claitne his det. 

Straight after birth due isthe fatall beere. 

By deathspermiflion the aged linger heere, 

Euen in the ſ{wathbands out commiſſion goeth : 

To looſe thy breath, that yetbut yongly bloweth, - 
Happie; thrice happie, who ſo loos'th his breath, 
Thatlife he gaineth by his godly death. 

As Ha#ljings heere, Whom time and truth agree, 

To engraueby fame in ſtrong eternitie,, 
Who | von8r” not fpodlding wide danger of hisblood? 
Yetloe this noble Lord did thinkeit good : 

To cleare the innocent not to ſpare to ſpeake, 
Although his ſhoulders with his- blood ſhould xeake. 
Worthie to live, who lu'd notfor himfelfe..[+.::: + 
But priſed his fame more then this worldly pelte, 
Whoſe name and line, ifany yetpreſerue, 

We wiſh they liuelike honor to deſerue;: "17 
"Whether thou ſeeke by martiall proweſſepraile;/ 

Or Pallas policie high thy namero raiſe, -' : .';-- 
Or truſtic ſerlice honor toattainez 
Haf#tings foreled; tracke heete his bloodietraine.” 
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of Buckingham, 


Whom flattering Fortune falſely ſobeguilde, 


That loe ſhe ſlew, whereerſt full ſmooth ſhee ſmilde. | 


And Sack will fith in purpoſe now thou haſt 

The wofull fall of Princes to deſcriue, 

Whom Fortune both vplift and eke downe caft; 

Toſhew thereby th'ynſurerie in this life, 

Marke well my fall, which I ſhall ſhew beliue, 
And paint it forth, that all eſtates may know : 
Haue they the warning, and be mine the woe. 


| Fornobleblood made me both Prince and Peere, 


Yeapeereleſſe too, had reaſon purchaſt place, 
AndGod with gifts endow'd melargely heere, 
But what auailes his gifts where failes his grace ? 
My mothers fire ſprung of a kingly race, 
And call'd was EdmnndDuke of Sommerſet, 
Bereft of life ere time by nature ſer, 


Whoſe faithfull heart to Henrie fixt ſo wrought 
Thathe him nere in weale, or woe forſooke, 
Tillatly he at Tewkesbury field was cought 
Where with an axe his violent death he tooke s 


He neuer could King Edwards partic brooke, 


Tillby his death he youchethar quarrell good, 
In which his Sixe, and a”; their blood, 
1912 Geg 
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THE COMPLAINT 
OF HENRIE DVKE. 


== Hotruſts too much to honors higheſt throne, 

PS! And warily watch not {lie dame Fortunes ſnares : 
A > ©2y, Or who in Court will beare the fiving alone, 

Pa 4 Ef Andwiſcly weigh not howto weild the care, 

==” Bchold he me, and by my death beware : 


424. Henry Stafford 
-And ſuch was erſt my fathers cruell chance, 
OfStafford Earleby name that Hmmfrey hight 
Who euer preſt did Herries part aduance, 
And neuer ceaftrill at Saint Albones fight 
He loſt hislife, as then did many a Knight: 
Where eke my Grandfire, Duke of Buckingham 
Was wounded fore, and hardly ſcapt vntane, 


But what may boote to ſtay the Sifters three, 
When Atropos perforce will cut the thred? 
The dolefull-day was come when you might ſee 
Northampton freld with armed men ante, ; 
VVhere fate would algates hauc my Grandfire dead : 
So ruſhing forth amids the fierceſt fight, 
He livd, and di'dthereiin his Maſters right. 


In place of whom as it hefell my lot, 

Like on a ſtage, fo ſtept I ip flraightway, 

Enioying there butwofully God wot, 

As he that hadaflenderparttoplay:-. . 

To teach thereby, intarth no ſtaternay ſtay, 
Bur as our parts abridge, or length ourage, 
So paſſe we all while others fill the ſage. - 


For of my lelfe thedreteric fatetoplaine,-: 
I was ſometime a Prince withouren peere, 
VVhen Edvard fiftbegan hisrufull raigne, | 
Ay me, then I began that hatefull yeare, . | | | 
To compaſle that which Ihauc boughtfo deare : ... | 

I bare the fwing&;Tandehat wretched wight, 

The Duke of Gloceſter that Richard hight. 


For when the fateg had zeft thatRoiall Prince 
_ Edward the fourth, chitfe mitrour of thatname, : | [5h 
The Duke, and I fa joined ever Gnice,:.! >" I $Hy1 
In faithfull loue,our fecretdriftes to frames: - - + | 
VVhat he thought bei,tomeifodceem'd the fame, 
My ſelfe nor bees oth. fart apy oil 03050 Ri YOU: 
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Duke of Buckingham. 
Whoſe refilefle minde ſore thirſting after rule, 
When that he ſaw hisnephewes both tobin 
Through tender yeares as yet vnfit torule, 

And rather ruled by their Mothers kin, 

There ſought he firſt his miſchiefero begin, 


To pluck from them their Mothers friends aſſinde, 


For well he wiſt they would wiſtand his minde, 


Tofollow which he ran ſo headlong ſwift, 
With eagre thirſt of his defired draught, 
Toſeeke their deaths that ſought rodaſhhis drift, 
Ofwhomthe chicfe the Queenesallics he thought, 
Thatbent thereto with mounts of miſchiele fraught, 
Heknew their liues would be ſo fore his let, 
That in their deaths his onely kelp he ſer; : 


AndImoſt curſed caitiffe thatI was, 
Seeing the ſtate vnſtedfalt how 1t Rood, 
His chiefe complice to bring the ſame to;paſle, 
Vuhappic wretch coaltamls 
Yee Kings, and Peeres that ſwim in worldly good, 
In ſeeking bloud the end aduert youplaine, 
Andſee if bloud ay aske not bloud againe, 


Conſider Cyr« in your cruell thought, :- | | 
Amatchleſſe Prince in riches, and in might, bt; 
And weigh in minde the bloudy deedes he wrought, 
Inſheading which he ſet his whole delight: - _ 
Butſee the guerdon lotred to this wight, 


He whoſe huge power no man might ouerthrow, ls 


Tamir:s Queene with great deſpite hath flow, 


His head diſmembred from hismangled corps, 

Her elfe ſhe caſt intoa veſlell fraughr | 
VVithclotteredbloud of themmtharfelcher force. 
Andwith theſe wordsa iuſtrewardſheraught z 
Drinke now thy fill of thy deforedarawght. 

Loe marke the fine thar did this Prince befall ; 
Marke notthis one, butmarke theend of all, 
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436 Henry Staffore 
Behold Cambiſes, and hisfatallday, * 
Where murders miſchiefe mirrour like isleft : V1 
While he his brother Mergws caſt toſlay, 

Adreadfullthing, his wits were him bereft, 

A ſword he caught, wherewith he pierced cft 


His bodie gor'd, which he of life benoomes: 
So iuſt is God inall his dreadfull doomes, 


O bloodie Brutus rightly didſt thou rue, 
And thou O Caſs, iuſtly came thy fall, 
Fhar with the ſword wherewith thou {e/ar ſlue 
Murdredſt thy ſelfe, and reft thy life withall. 
A Mirrourlethim be vnte you all 
That murdrers be, of murder to your meed : 
For murder cries out yengeance on your ſeed. 


Loe Beſſis he thatarm'd with murdrers knife, 
And traytrours heart, againſt hisroyall King, 
With bloodie hands berefthis maſters life, 
Aduert the fine his foule offence didbring : 
Andlothing murderasnioſtlothly thing, 
Behold in him the iuſt deferucd fall, 
That euer hath, and ſhall beride themall, 


What booted him his falſe viurped raigne? 
Whereto by murder he did ſoaſcend, 
When like a wretch ledin an ironchaine, 
He was preſented by his chiefeſt friend, 
Vato the foes of him whom he had ſlaine : 
That cuen they ſhould auenge'o foulea gilt, 
That rather ſoughtto haue his blood ylpile, - 


Take heed ye Princesand ye Prelats all 

Of this outrage, which though it ſleepe a while 

And not diſclos'd, asitdoth feld befall, 

Yet God that ſuffereth-filencetobeguite 

Such guilts, wherewith bothearth and aire yefile, 
Atlaſtdeſcriesthemto your foule diſgrace, 
Youſee ch'cxmpletdicil | 


eforeyourface, 
| And 


Duke of Bucking ba 
And raue within yourſtony hares, 
The ror Diey that mighrie CMateds 
With tears ynfolded wrapt in deadly ſmarts, 
YVhen he the death of Chrxs ſorowed fo, 
VVhomerſt he murdred withthe deadly blow 
Raught in his rage ypon his friend ſodeare, 


For which behold loc how his pangs appeare. 


The launced ſpeare he writhes out of the wound, 
From which the purple bloud ſpinsin hisface : 
His heinous guilt we 296 he returnedfound, 
He throwes Fimſelſe ypon the corpsalas, 
Andin his armes how oftdoth he imbrace 
His murdred friend? and kifling him in vaine, 
Forth flow the flouds of falt repentanr raine. 


His friends amaz'datiixch amurder done, 

In fearefull locks begin to ſhrinke away : 

And he therat with heapes of grieffordone, 

Hateth himſelfe, wiſhing his latter day. 

Now he likewiſe perceiucdiin like ſtay, 
Asisthe wilde beaſt inthe deſert bred, 
Both dreading othersand himlſelfe adred: 


% 


Hecalles for death, andloathing longer life, 

Bentto his bane, refuſeth kindly food : | 

Andplung'd in depth of death and dolours ftrife, 

Had queld himſelfe;had not his friends withſtood. 

Loe he that thus hath ſhed the guiltlefſe bloud, 
Though he wereKing and Keſarouer all, :: - 
Yetchoſc he deathto- guerdon death withall. 


ThisPrince whoſe Peere was neuervnder ſunne, 
Whoſe gliſtening famethe earth did ouerglide, 


Which with his potcatninipily worldhad wonne,' 
er 


His bloudy hands himſelfe could notabide, 
But folly bent with faminerohauedide: 


The worthy Pri ee Cads.9 
mſtreward, ''>- 


Thatdeath for death;could be but 
Gg3 
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Yet 


Yet we that were fo drownedin the depth ir 575 1.4, 
Ofdeepe defire, to drinkethe guiltlefle:bloud,. 1:57. 117 
Like to the Wolfe, with gteedylookesthatlepth': 2 21? 
Into the ſnare, to fced on deadlyfoods '  -.. V 
So we delightedin the ſtate we ſtood, - | 

Blinded fo far in all our blinded traine, > 5 

That blind wefayw potour deſtruRion plaine.” 


We ſpared none whoſe life could ought forlet 

Our wicked purpoſe tohis paſſe ro come. 

Foure worthy Knights we headed atPomfretr, 

Guilteleſlſe (God wot) withouters laiw or dome. -- 

My heart cuen bleedestorallyoualland ſome, 
And how Lord Haftings when he feared leaft, 
Diſpiteouſly was murdred and oppreſt.. 


Theſe rocks vpraught,thatthreatnedmoſtourxrwreck, 
We ſeemd to faile much-turerintheftreamet - - 
And Fortune faring as ſhe were at becke: - 
Laid in our lap the rule of all the Realme. -. 
The Nephues ſtraight depoſde were by the Eame. 
And we aduarſttothat we boughr full deere, 
He crowned King, and This chiefeſt Peere, ; * 2300 


Thus hauing won our long defired pray, 

To make him King that he might make me chiefe, 

Downe throw we ſtraight his Fly Nephues tway, 

From Princes. e,to wofull priſoners life : 

In hope that now ftint was all further ftrife;':: | - + 
Sith he was King, and Ichiefe ſtroke did beare,  - 
Who ioied but we, yet who more cauſe to feare? 


The guiltles bland which weyniutttly ſhed, ! 

The CT —— from their raed 

And we liketraytours:raigning in their ſtead, 

Theſe heauy buckaegelfvotuen; irrrte; 
Tormenting vs ſo by ourſeluesalone, + | 
Muchlike the felon:thatpurſu'd by night, © 1 
Starts atech buſh; as his faewereinfght;: : ' 


L 


Now 


ye 


} 


Now doubting ſtate, nowdreadingltoffe of life, - 
In feare of wrack at euery blaſtof winde,;.', . - + 
Now ftart in dreames through dread ofmurders knife,,' 
As though euen then reuengement were affinde, *- 
With reftles thought ſo.is the guilty minde - | 
Turmoild, and neuerfeeleth eaſe or ſtay, - 
Burliues in feare of that which ſollowes aye. 
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Of Titus Celine that in bed was (laine : 5-11 

When every wight the cruell murderlaieth 

Tohis two ſonnes thatin his chamber laine, - i... +! 

The Iudge, that by _— perceiueth plaine, .- 
That they were found faſt ſkeping in their bed, +? 
Hath deemd thei guiltles ofthis bloud yſhed, - _'__ 


Hethought it could not be; that they whickibiake'/:;-. {1-7 167 
Thelawes of God arid manin fuchoutrage, /{; [+ 44 - {7 
Could fo forth with themſelues rofleepe betake; 
He rather thought the horrour.and the rage_, - 
Offach an heinous guilt could never ſwage, ;/! i,;;;; 
Nor never ſuffer themtofleepe oreeſt,;/ -;i; 171 1: [7 
Or dreadles breathoone breth out of theirbreſt, .. . .; 


| Well gauethat Tudge his doome vpon the death: 


So pnawes the griefe of conſcience evermore,;./ 
Andin the heart it is ſo deepe ygrave,:.-. {1 2 
That they may neither ſleepe.norrefttherefore, tid nga 
Nethinke one thought buy on the dread they have. 
Still tothe death faretofſed with the waue -, 

Ofreſtles woe, intertour and deſpeare, 

They lead alife continually in feare., 


Like to the Deere that ſtricken with the datt,..” 

Withdrawes himſelfe into-ſome ſecrer place; -; 

Andfeeling greene the woundabout his hart, ,. 

Startles with pangs till he fall onthe graſle,! - 

And in great fearg.lies gaſping there aſpace, [ + 
Forth braying fighesz asthoughech pang had brought : 
The preſent t, which he doth-dread woft; - | 

Gg4 | _ 


440 Henry Stafford . __ 
So we deepe wounded with the bloodie thought; - 52! 2}; + "+ 
And gnawing worme that grieu'dour conſcience fo, _ | 
Neuer tooke eaſe, butas our heart out brought 
The ftayned fighes inwitnes of our woe, 
Such reſtlefle cares our faukk did well beknow:: 

Wherewith of our deſerued fallthefeates 

In euery place rang death within our eares. 


And as ill graine isnever well ykepr, 

So fared it by vs within a while's 

That which ſo long with ſuch-vireſtwereapt, 

In dread and danger by all wit andwile, 

Loe ſee the fine, when onceitfeltthe whele 
Offlipper Fortune, ſtay itmightno ſtowne, + 


The wheele whutlesvp,but ſtraight irwhurleth downe.. 


For hauing rule nd riches in-our hand, 

Whodurſt gainefay thething'thatweauer'd ? 

Will was wiſdome, ourluſt for law did ſtand, 

In ſort ſo ſtrange, that who was notafeard, 

When he the Gund but of King Richard heard ? | 
So hatefull waxt the hearthgofhisname; -' 0/4 
That youmaydeeme the refidue of the ſame. 40 


But what auail d the terrour and the feare,, 
Wherewith he kepthis liegesvnder awe? | | 
Itrather wan him batwabonery where, ii 7512500 vom poll tht 
And fained faces forc'd by feare of law 3. 7 2: 2 g/l 
That but while Fortune doth/with fauourblaw;. His 
Flatterthrough feare: for in their heartlurkes aye 
A ſecrethate that hopeth fora day. FI 


Recordeth Diony/ixc the King, | >HT31 3852 
Thar with his rigourſo his Realme oppeeſs, 
As-that he thought by cruell fearetobring 
His hbietovicts as himliked beſt :- C 
Bur loe the dread wherewith himſclfe was ſtreſt;. 
And youfhall ſeerhe fine of forced feare, | i. - 
Moſt Mirrour like fi this proud Prince appeare.. - 


Duke of Buckinpbam. 
All were hjs head with. cxrowne of gold yſpread,; - 
Andin his hand the royall Cndorwin, yet 

Andhe with princely purple richly clad ; | 

| Yet was his heart with wretched cares orefret, 

| Andinwardly with deadly feare beſet, 

Ofthoſe whom _ rigour Keptin awe, 

And fore oppreſt with mightoftyrants law. 


. Againſt whofe feare, no heapesofgold and glie, 
Noftrength of guard, nor all his hired powre, 
Ne proud high towres thatpreaſed tothe skie, 
His cruell heart of ſafetic could aflure :. - 


But dreadi _—_ whomhe ſhould deeme moſt ſure, "0 


P . 
fer 


Himſelfe his beard with burning brand would. ſcare, | 


Ofdeath deſeru'd ſo vexed him the feare.. 


This might ſuffice to repreſent the fine | 
Oftyrants force, their feares;and theirynreſ :. 
But heare this one, although my heart repine- 
Toletthe ſound once finke within my breſt : 
Offell Pherexs that above the reſt, 

Such crueltie vpon his people wrought, 

As (ohalas) Itremblewith chethought.. 


Some he encaſed in the coats of Beares, 

Among wilde beaſts deuoured fo tobe : 

And fome for prey vnto the hunters ſpeares,. 

Like fauage beaſts withouten tuth to:die. , 

Sometime t encreaſe his horrid crueltic, | 
The quicke with face to face engraued hee,. 
Each others death that cach migheliuing ſee-. 


Loe what more cruell horror mjghtbe found,. 
Topurchaſe feare, if feare could ſay his raigne?: 
It booted not, it rather ftrake the wound 

Offeare in himto feare the like ayaine.. 

Aud fo he did full oft, and notin vaine; : 

As in his life his cates could witnefſe well, 
Butmoſt of all hiswrezehedenddouycll.. 


442 - Henry Stafford 
His owne deare wife whom as his life heloued,. - - 
He durſtnot truſt, nor prochvntoher bed, 4 7 ich 1 
But cauſing firſt his ſlaue with naked ſword > (i 
To go before, himſelfe withtrembling dread > 16) 
Straight followeth faft, and whurling in hiSheag' ' 

Hisrolling eyne, heſearched heereandthere' © © 

The danger { 0-- that he fo fore did feare. - 'T 


For not in yaine itran (hill in hisbreſt, 

Some wretched hap ſhould hale him tohis end, ; ** 

And therefore alway by hispillow preſt ' 1+ i) 

Had he a ſword, and with thatſword he wend, -- 

In vaine (God wot)all perilsto defend; 
Forloe his wife foreirking ofhisraigne, | 
Sleeping in bed this cruell wretch hathſlaine. - 


What ſhould I more now ſeeke to ſayin this, 

Or one iot further linger forth my tale? 

With cruell Nero, or with Phalarss, 

Caligula, Domitian, andall 992770 Þ1N | 

The cruell rout? or of their wretched fall ? * 2.300 
I can no more, but in mynameaduert- i 7 #40 7 
All earthly powres beware of tyrantsheart,'! / {5 #0 4 


And asour ſtate enduredbuta throw, [2-152 30 3r00? 
So, beſt in vsthe ſtay of ſuch a ſtate 6,941 217 200 
May beſt appeareto hang onouerthrow, 1 2 4 6 ks 
And better teach tyrants deſerued hate,”'- i #5 n 230 4107'S 
Then any tyrants death tofore orlate/i. 1 5tt 7 2710197! 
So cruell ſeem'dthis Richardthird to me, 
That loe my ſclfe now loth'd his crueſtie. ' 


For when alas, I ſaw the tyrant King 

Content not only from his nephewes twaine 

To riue worlds blifſe ,butalſoall worlds being, 

Sauns earthly guilt ycaufing both be ſlaine, ' | 

My heart agrieud that ſuch a wretch ſhould raigne, 

Whoſe bloodie breaſt ſoſauag'd out of kind” - " 
That Phalaric hadnerefofoule a mind; + Nh 

+a : : n ay 


- 


Nay could I brooke himonce withinmy breft;*-!> 112! /}:7) (4; 
But with the thought my teeth would gnaſhwithall: +: [+ 


Forthough Ierſt were his by ſworne behefR, 

Yet when I ſaw miſchiefe on miſchiefe fall, 

So deepe in blood, to murder Prince and all, 

;, Aye then thought TI, alas,and welainay, - 
Andto my ſelfe thus moutnitig would I ay: 


Ifncither loue, kindred, nay knot of blood, 

His owne allegeance to his Prince of due, ' 

Noryetthe ſtate of truſt wherein he ftood, 1.7 +, | 

The worlds defame, nor on could forme him true, 

Thoſe guilelefle Babes, could they not make him rue? + 
Nor could their yourh, nor innocence withall 
Moue him from reauingthem their life and all? 


Alasit could not moue himany ior, 

Nay make him once to rue or wet his eye, 

Stird him no more then thatthat ſtirreth not; 

Butas the rocke orſone that will not plie, 

So was his heart made hard with crueltie, 
Tomurder them : alas Lweepe in thought, | 
Tothihnke'on that which this fell vretch hath wrought, 


That now when he had donethe thing he ſought, . 
Andashe would, compliſhrand compaſt all, * ' 
Andſaw and knew the treaſon he had wrought 
ToGod and man, to lay hisPrince and all, -;; 

Then ſeem'd he firſt to doubt and dread vsall, 


And me in chiefe, whoſedeathall meanes he might, al 


He ſought to worke by maliceand by mighr.- 


Such heapes of harmes ypharbar'd in hisbrefſty | -- Of 4 3114097 


With enuious heart my honor to tleface,? /'/!:1+ ; -: 
And knowin he that I which worted beſto0! !)..-/ 
His ——— drifts, and all his wretched caſe, 
Ifeuer ſprang within me fparke of grace, -./ 
Muſt needs abhorre himand his hatefullrace : 
Now more and mote gan caftme out of grace. 1: 


Which 
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Which ſudden change when Iby ſecret chance 
Had well perceiu'd, by proofe of enuious frowne, 
And faw the lot that did me to aduance 
Him to a King that ſoughtto caſt me downe, 
Too late it wasto linger any Rtowne : | 

Sith preſent choice lay caſt before mine eye, 

To worke his death, orImy felfe to die, 


And as the Knight in field among his foes, 
Beſet with (words, muſt ſlay or there be ſlaine : 
SoIalaslaptina thouſand woes, 
Beholding death on euery ſide ſoplaine, 
I rather choſe by ſome ly tecrettraine- LT” 
To worke his death, andItoliue therby, 
Then he to liue, and Iof force to dye. 


Which heauy choice ſo haſtened me to choſe, 

That I inpartagrieu'd at his diſdaine, 

In part to Ina the dolefull death of thoſe 

Two tender babes,his lilly nephewes twaine, 

By him, alas, commanded to beſlaine, 
With painted cheere hambly before his face, 
Strai hs tooke my leaue, and rode toBrecknocke place, - : 


. And thereas cloſe and couertasI might, 
My purpoſde praQtiſe to his paſle to belt, | | 
In ſecret driftsIlingred dayand night, | | 
All how I might depoſe this covellRing! T of | 
That ſeemd to all ſo muchdefirdeathing, wy | 
As therto'truſting Iempriſdethe ſame: | - 
But too much truſting brought me tomy bane. 


For while I now had Fortune atmybecke, 

Miſtruſting I no earthly thing ar all, 

Vnwares alas, leaſt looking forachecke, - | 

She mated me in turning of a ball : 

When leaſt I feard, then neereſt was my fall, 
And when whole Hoſts were preſtto firoy my fone, 

She changed herchearec, and lefrme poſt alone. 


we .. 7 wt . » +. 


Duke of Bucking 


Thad vprais'd a mightiebandofmen,--':i 7 
Andmarched forth in orderof arcay, if $65 
Leading my power amid the forreftDene, 
Againſt the tyrant banner to diſplay : 
Butloe my ſouldiers baſcly ſhranke away, 

For Gach is Fortune whenſhe liſt ro frowne, - 


Who ſcemes moſt ſurehim ſooneſt whurles fhe downe', 


OletnoPrince qe in Commontie, 

Nor hope in faith of giddie peoples mind, 
Butletall noble mentake heed by me, 

Thatby the proofe too well the paine do find: 
Loe, where is truth or truſt? or what could bind 


| Theyaine people, butthey will fwerve and ſway, 
rings change, to driue and drawthat way, * 


Aschance 


Rome, thou that once aduanced vp ſo hie, ' 
Thy ſtay, Patron, and flowreof excellence, 
Haftnow throwne him toi« of milerie, 
Exiledhint that wasthywholedefence, ''': | 
Nay count'ſt it not an horrible offence, © 


Toreuen him of honor and'of fame, | 590 


That wan it thee when thou had loſt the fam 


Behold Camillus, he thaterſt reuiued: © >. 
Theſtate of Rome, thatdying hedidfmd; 
Ofhis owne fate is now alas depriued, ' 
Baniſht by them whom he did thus debt-bind : 
Thatcruell folke, vnthankfulland vnkind, 
Declared welltheir falſe ynconftancie, 
And Fortune eke hermurabilitie.-' * 


Andthou Scipio, a Mirrour maiſt thou be 
Toallnobles, that they learne not toolate, 
How they once truſt th'ynſtable Commmontis.” 


Thou that recurd thetorne diſmembred fare; - ' 137 14 1920 


Even when the Conquerour wasat the gaze, - 
Art now exil'd, as though thounordeſerued 
To ret in her, whomthoukadfitſopreſeryed. 


| Mm, 
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2 Togratefull | 


4.4.6 

Ingratefull Rome haſt ſhew'd thy.cruelrie: 

On him, by whom thou liveſt yetinfame, : 

But not thy deed, nor his deſert ſhall die, 

Bur his owne words ſhall witnefſeaye che ſame 
For lee his graue doth thee moſtiulily blame, - 


And with diſdaine-ipmarblefaiestothee;: 1 
Vakind countrey, my bones ſhalt thou not ſee; 


What more vnworthie then this his exile? 
More iuft then this the wofullplainthe wrote? ... 
Or who could ſhew aplainerproofethe while, ': -/ 
Of moſtfalſe faith, then they that thus forgor - 
His great deſerts? that ſo deſerued nor, | 

His cindersyetloe, doth he them denie, 


That himdeni'damongſtthemfor ro die.. -/..//- 


eMnciades, d happie hadftthouben, : : '' » - 


And os LOR eel roiedl 


Ifin the field when thou hadforftroflie, ::-: | -: 


By thy proweſle, three huytiedthqwſandmen,; /- 2511 71s! 

Content they had been to exile theetheme'! 7 100 37 11 
And not caſt thee in depth ofpriſonſo;;:. .. - 111i 
Laden with gyues, to.cndthylifein' wo, © >: *i * 


Alas how hard and fteclic heatts hadthey, ': >: 


Thatnot contented thergto hajtethee die, , ii. 
With fettred gyues inpriſon wherethoulay,” +. | 


- 


Increaſtſo farin hatefullcrueltie, |; |;*: 


That buriall to thy corps, theyckedenie S£1;3i17, C1 $473 3Ef | 
Ne will they grant the fame till thyorinthatie: pl.2C 
Put on thy gyues, to purchaſethesagraue, >»; 4/19 34 

Loe Harmibalas long as fixedfate,” |: '-: 

And brittle os ordained ſoz: Fo i 80) 

Who euermore aduapnft his comitreyRate: i {}i117 040 70 0 


Then thou that liu'dR for her and for nomo2'': 
But whenthe ftormie waues beganrto grow, - 
Without reſpeRofthydeſerts ext 


Attby thy countrey throwncintoexile, (>. 
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Dre of Buckintrhan, 


Voſriendly Fortune ſhall I chee now blaine ? 
Oc ſhall I fault the fates that ſo ordaine ?: - 
Or art thou ſexe the cauſer of the ſame 2: '; "0" 
Orcrueltic her ſelfe doth ſhe confiraine?:!: 11 1 bd) 11 nl lh 
* Oron whom elle alas ſhall Feotnplaine 2 +11) 11142 on NG 
Otruſtleſſe world I can accuſennone, ' - ' 
Butfickle faith of Commontiealone. 


'>Y 
7 : 
F* e 'P KT 


The Polypus nor the Cameleon ftrange,i TO on 
Thatturne them{Elues pats 5 eo they ſee, ts o 
Are not ſo full of vaine arid fickle change, | 
Asisthis falſe vnſtedfaſt Commontie, 
LoeIalas with mine aduerfitie -' 

Havetri'd it true, for theyarefledand gone, | 


And of an hoſt there is notheft: me one. 22D 3zaT 
ThatTalasin this calamitie ; ' rind Lab tos vids ado 
Alone was lefr, and to myſfelfe mightplaine 107 Þ Nd 7 


Thistreaſon, and this wretchedcowardiez ,*: 5: 57 lib bi! OTA 
Andeke with teares beweepenatid comiplaine: (1-7 17d 7 77 
My hatefull hap, till looking:tobeſkine: {> 2 7 

Wandring in woe, and tothe heauens onhie- i: 1 


Claping for yengeanceof this treacherie- 0). 1 2:te £121, 
Andasthe Turtle thagbdth loft hermace; :c 77 2) 2:lt 21s bri/ 
Whom griping ſorow doth fo ſoreatztaine;::'! | |: Wh 6: 
With dolefull voice and ſound that ſhedoth make, > 
| Mourning her loſle,fillesall the grouewithplainet' © 11.1 (932 
4 $oIalas forſaken, and forfaint, rode yore Hiiflegtotrg yibeub aud 


With reſtlefle foot the woad roame vp anddowntg, [ Fx (1 to 
Which of my dole all ſhivering doth reſlowne,': 11h 1 / 


Andbeing thus alone, andalt forfake;} 2 - 35 top nehaytnittÞ, 
Amid the thicke forwandredin deſpaire; 99529{t bang 155 v1 dV 
As one diſmaid, nay wiſt what way to takle,/(3 . 117) 51217 ef od ot 
nillatlaft gan to njy mindrepaire:{; eob7tzd i cet 170) 
Amanofmine cal'd Humfrey Banaitejre: of: 5157 ſrboyobloont 
Wherewith me feebngamphrertimfaorted, 2:nif noch 2 

wbope offuceou bdbiohoufalfieds:c.:loit 9d3,hoove = 

NF | ©- 


VO. ; * * -<S x by 
; %. þ : % « » 


| Whobeing one whomerftThadvp brought” / 

Euenfrom his youth, and lou'd and likedbeR, 

To gentrie ftate aduancing himfromnought, 

And hadin ſecret truſt aboue thereſt, '' »if 

Offfpeciall truſt now being chusidiftreſt,, | 
Full ſecretly to him I meconuer'd,: 


Not doubting there but ſhould find ſome aide, 


But out alas on cruell treacherie,  : : 
When thatthis caytife once an inkling heard, 
How that King Richardhadproclaim'd, thathe 
Which me deſcri'd ſhould haue for his reward 
A thouſand pounds, and farther be prefer'd, 
His truth ſo turn'dto treaſon, alldiftain'd, -. 
That faith quite fled, andiby truſtwas train'd, 


For by this wretch I being ſtraightbetrayed, 
To one /ohn «tor, Sheriffe of Shropſhire then, 
All ſuddenly was taken, andconuayed +514 
To Salisbury, with routofharneft men,” '/ 
Voto King Richard thereemcamped then, 
Faſt by the Citie with a mightic hoſts © 
Withouten doome where head and life Tloſt, - 


And with theſe words, as if heave euen'there- | 
Diſmembred had his headand corps aparr, - 
Dead fell he downe :and we in wofull feare 
Stood mazed when he would toliferevert:- 
But deadly griefes till grew about hishearc, -: -. 


Thar ftill ;forherime revin'dwirh paine,” Aobizrcaivt 
And withafig ne dead apaine, Px, | 


Midni ght was come, when eueryvitall thing: 


With ſweet ſound ſleepe themweariclimbes did reft, + © - 
The beaſts were till, ebirdstharfidg, 57 (tec 
Now ſweetly ſlept, beſides their mothers breſt: , 


The woods,the ficlds,andall hingelheld chelopente; * =. 
c 


Dukeof Buckingbam. 


The golden ſtars were whisldanyg their race, ...- 
Andon the earth did laugh with rwinkling light, 
When cach thing neſtledin his reftingplace, © 
Forgat daies yu with pleaſure of the nigues 
The Hare had not the greedy, Hounds in fight, . 
The fearfull Deere, of death ſtood notin doubt, 
The Partridgedrept not of the Falcons foote. 


The vgly Beare now minded not the ſtake, 

Nor how the cruell maſtiues doe himteare, 

TheStag lay ſtill ynroufed fromthe brake, 

The fomy Boare feard not the hunters ſpeare : 

Allthings were ſtill in deſerr, buſh and breare, 
With quiet heart now from their trauailes ceaſt, 
Soundly they ſleptinmidR of alltheir reſt. 


When Backinghamamid his plaint oppreft, 

With ſurging ſorrowes and with pinching paines 

Infort thus ſown'd, and with -figh heceaſt, 

Totellen forth the trechery and the traines 

OfBana/taire, which him ſo ſore diſtraines, * 
That from a ſigh hefalls into a ſounde, 


And from a ſound li th raging on the ground, 


 Sotwiching were the pangs that he affaid, 
Andheſo Gee with ruthfull rage diſtraught, - 

To thinke ypen the wretch that him betraid, 

Whom erſthe made a gentleman of naught, 

That moreand more agrieued with this thought, 
He ſtormes out fighes, and with redoubled ſore, 
Struck with theffuries,rageth more and more, 


Whoſo hath ſcene the Bull chaſed withdarts, 
And with deepe woundsforegald and gored fo, 
Till he opprefſed with the deadly ſmarts, 
Fallinarage, and run vpon hisfoe:' 

Let him Ifay behold the raging woe . . 

Of Buckingham, that in theſe gripes of griefe, 
Rageth gainſt him that hathberrals hislife, 


F 
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With bloud red einehe ſareth kifbandthere, "20522 IDIOT; OAT 


? 


Frothing at mouth, with face as palc as'clourt x 5 17 (1h 
id . : "W" . a | > 4 £3 Bay Mid # a #4 7 ? 
When loe my lims were trembling all for feare,. > 124% 


AndIamaz e ſtood fill indreataild{doubt,” > / £215, 289207] 


£ 
» 


While I mought ſte himthrowhis artfics abouts7: > [53H 
And gainſt the _mprimyp nd vey, of witt ſich forceg'!” 
Asifthe life forthwith ſhonldleaue t ret ff 


With ſmoke of ſighs ſometimeT mightbehold | 
The place all: dimd, Jike tothe tnorning miſt# 0 tht” 
And ftraight againe the teares how hey downrold' 5: dT 
Alongſt his checkes, asif the riuers hiſt * 0* AT 
Whoſe flowing ſtreames ne were no ſooner whiſt, 

But to the ſtars ſuch dreadfull ſhouts he ſent, 

As if thethrone ofmighity ſoxe ſhouldrent” © - 


; 


ecarps. | 


AndTIthe while with ſprits welny bereft; y 
Beheld thopliahedad) pangs that did him ftraine,, all 
And how the bloud his deadly colour left, | "1100s 
 Andftraightreturnd with flaming redagaine :.'7 $9. 
When ſuddenly amidhis raging paine 
He gaue a figh, and with thar ſigh hee ſaid; 
Oh Baxaſtaire,and ftraight againe he ſtaid, 


Dead lay his corps, as dead as any ſtone, 
Till fwelling fighs ſtorming within his breaſt 
Vpraiſd hichexd, that downeward fell anon, 
With lookes ypcaſt, and ſigtis that neuer ceaſt + 
Forth ftreamd the teares records of his ynreſt, 1 
When he with ſhrikes thus groueling onthe ground; - 
Ybraied theſewords with ſhrill and dolefull ſound: 


Heauen and earth, andye cternalllamps, 

That in the heauens wrapt, will vsto reſt, 

Thou bright Phebe, that cleareſt the nights damps, 

Witneſle the plaintsthat in theſe pangs oppreſt, 

I wofullwretchynlade out ofimybreſk 
Andletme yeeld mylaſt wordserel part,, 


. . You, you, Icalltorecord of my ſnare, 


wo} a Sd ad <4 a 


x0 2 <2 21 » 


nd 


 Theearthandaire, an 


Dake of Buckingham, 


And thou eAleFo feede meewith thy food, 
Letfallthy ſerpents from thy ſnaky heare, _ 
For ſuch "liefe well fits mecin this mood, 
Tofeede my plaint with horrour and withfeare, 
While rage afreſhthyyenomd worme arcare, 
And thou Sibyllawhen thou ſeeſt mee faint, 
Addreſſethy ſelfe the guide of my complain. 


And thou O Toxe, that with the deepe fordoome 
Doftrule the earth, and raigne aboue the skies, 
That wreakeſt wrongs,and giu'ſt the dreadful doome 
Againſt the wretch that doth thy name deſpile, 
Receiue theſe words, and wreake them in ſuch wiſc, 
As heauen and earth may witneſle and behold, 
Thy heapes of wrath vpon this wretch yufold, . 


Thou Banaftaire, gainſt thee I clepe and call 
Vnto the Gods, that they iuft yengeance take 
Onthee, thy bloud, thy ſtained Recke andall. 
0 love to thee aboue thereſt Imake,. .: 1 
My humble plaint, guide me, thatwhat Hpetkes | 
May be thy will ypon this wretch to fall, 
On thee Bazaitaire, wretch of wretches all. 


Owould to Gad the cruell diſmal day, 

That gaue melight firſt to.behold thy face, 

With foule eclipſe had reftrmy ſight away - 

Th'vnhappy hower, the time, and cke the day, 

= _ and Moone, the uſt and vl that was 
n their aſpects helping in ought ro thee, 

ARE all accurſed be, 


And thou caitiffe, that like a monſter ſwarued 
From kind and kindnes, haſt thy maſter lorne, 
Whom neither trueth,nor truſtwhercin thouſerued, 
Ne his deſerts could movie, nor thy faith ſworne, + 
How ſhall I curſe, but wiſh that thouynborne 

Had beene, or thatthe earthhad centin eway, 

And ſwallowed thee incradle hs laie. 
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2 


4.52 Henry Stafford 


To this did Ieuenfromthy tender yourh ©* /-- 


d 3 ba. 240533; c oy v 
. n ; & fa: | ia fd 14, 77 , 
| Vouchſafe to bring thee vp did Therefore *' 00G 


Belecue the oth of thy vadoubted truth? 
Aduance thee yp, and truſt thee euermore ? | 
By truſting thee that Tſhould die therfore?\ "1 + 


7 - ſ 
% 


O wretch, and worſe then wretch,what ſhall Ty £ D 
But clepe and curſe'gainftthee andthine foraye, ' - 


Hatedbe thou, diſdaind of euery wight, * 
Andpointed at whereever that thow-goe t”- 
A traiterous Wretch; vnworthy of the light 
Be thou cſteemd :andtoencreaſe thy woe, 
The ſoundbe hatefull of thy name alſo : 
And in this ſort with ſhame and ſharp reproch, 
Lead thou thy life, till greater griefe approch.”'' 


Dole and deſpaire, let thoſe be thy delight, 

Wrapped in woes that cannot be vnfold, - 

To waile the day, and weepe the weary night, 

With rainy eine and fighes cannot be ole: ” 

Andletno wightthy woe ſeeke to withhold : | ' 
But count thee worthy (wretch) of ſorowes ſtore, 
That ſuffering much, ought ſill to ſuffer more, 


"3 * 


Deſerue thou death, yeabe thou deemdto die 
A ſhamefull death, to end thy ſhamefull life, 

A ſight longed for, ioifull ro every eye, © 

When thou ſhalt be arraigned as a theefe, 
Standing at bar, and pleading for thy life, 


With trembling _— in dread and dolours rage, 


Lade with white lockes, and fourſcore yeares of age. 


Yet ſhall not death deliver thee ſo ſoone 
Out of thy woes, ſo happy ſha[tnot be : 
But toth'eternall Toe this is my boone, - 
That thou maiftliuethineeldeft ſonne to ſee 
Reft ofhis wits, and ina foule Bores ſtye © 
Toend his daies, in rage and death diftreft, 
 Aworthy tombewhere ane of thine ſhould reſt, 
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Yet 
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exaſter thisyer prayTiacre, thoumay: 12/1. ] 11 


yſecond ſonne ſee drowned inadike,” 
And in ſuch ſort tocloſehislatter day, 
| Asheardorſeeneerft hath notbeenthe like : 
Ytrangled in a puddle not ſo dee O49 
| Ashalfe a foot, tharfuch hard Joſſe of life, 
Socruelly chanſt, may be the greater griefe, 


Andnot yet ſhall thy dolefull forrowes ceaſe, 

Jexe ſhall not ſo withhold his wrath from thee, 

Butthat thy plagues may more and moreencreaſe, 

Thou ſhalt till liue, chat chouthy ſclfe maiſt ſee 

Thy daughter ſtrucken withtheleprofie: 
That ſhe that erſt wasall thy whole delight, 
Thou now maiſt loath to haue her come in fight. 


Andafter that, let ſhame and ſorrowes griefe- / 
Fedforth thy yeares continually in woe, 

That thou maiſt liue in death, anddiein life, 
Andin this ſort forwaild and weggied ſo, * 
Atlat thy ghoſt to part thybodiefro: ' 


This pray I /owe, and'wittichislatcerbreath;. 4: 2402 905 


Vengeance Iaske ypon my cruell death, © 


Thisfaid, he flung hisretchlefſe armes abroad, 

Andgroucling flat ypon the ground he lay, 

\ Which with his _ he all to gnaſhtand gnaw'd: 
Mogrnnce he fet, as he that would away, 

Lucloe in vaine he did the death aſſay, 
Although I thinke was neuer man that knew 
Such deadlypaines, where death did not enſue, 


Softroue he thus a while as with thedearh;:! 
Now pale as lead, andeold asany fone, . 
Now fill as calme, now ſtormingfortha 


Ofimokie ſighes, as breath andallwere gone, © 
Bur every thing hath end :ſo heanon 


— Cametohim(glke; whewwich a figh outbrayed, ' 
; With vockullchetreyteſe woetullwordshe laid, | 


Hh 3 
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Ah where am I, what thing, or whence isthisÞ--; : 1/14 li 


Who reft my wits ? or how doI chuske?: |, - 
My limbes do quake, my 7 OY PHOTO wy 
Why ſigh Iſo? or whereunto do I; 0D 
Thus groule onthe ground ?andbyandby, .i. 
Vprais'd he ſtood, and-with aſighharhſtai'd, + 
When to himſelfe returned, thus heſfaid:. + * 


Sufficeth now this plaint and thisregrete, 
Whereof my heart his bottome bath vnfraughe:: 
 Andofmy Jen ler Peeres and Princes wete :: 
The worlds yntruſt, that they thereby be taught, 


Andin her wealth, fith that fuch change is wrought, 


Hope not too much, butinthe mids of all 


Thinke on my death, and what may them befall... | 


So long as Fortune would permit the ſame; : 

lliu'd in rule andriches with the beſt : 

And paſt my time in honor and in fame, 

That of miſhap no feare was in mpbreaſt 2. 

Bur falſe Fortune whom I ſuſpeRted leaſt, :  / + 
Did turne the wheele; and with a dolefullfalt +. 
Hath me bereft of honor, life, and all. - + : '-: 


Loe what auailes in riches floudsthat flowes ? 
Though ſhe fo ſmil'd, asall the world werehis.. - 


Euen Kings andKefars þidden Fortunes throwes, - - 


And fimpleſort muſt beare itasitis. ©: © 

Take heedby methatblith'd in balefull blifſe :' 
My rule, my riches, royall blood andall, _ 
When Fortune frown'dthefellermade my fall... 


For hard miſhaps that happens vntoſuch, - 

Whoſe wretched ate erit neuer fellno change; - 
- Agrecue themnot inanypartſomuch,. *- .- 

As their diftreſſe to whom itis ſo ſtrange, 

Tharall their liues nay paſſed pleaſures range: 


Their ſudden woe thataye weild wealth at will}: + 
Algates theirhearts more piercinglynmſt thrill}! 4: 11th 
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Gollingbourne: 


For of my birth, mybloodwas of the beA;:27 i 


- Firſtborne an Earle, thenDukeby due deſcent: - 


To ſwing the ſway in Court among the teft;! > 

Dame fortune me herrule moſt largely lent *' 

And kind with courage ſo my corps had blenr, 
That loc on whom bur me did ſhe moſt nile 2 
And whombutmeloe; did ſhe moſtbeguile?' -- 


Now haſt thou heard the whole of my vnhap, 
My chance, my change, the cauſe of all my care : 
In wealth and woe, how Fortune did mewrap, - | 
Withworld atwill, to win'me to her ſnate; * ©7 
Bid Kings,bid Kefars,bidallfiates beware” © 
And tellthemthis from me thattri'd it true'*- . 
Who reckleffe tules, right ſoone may hap to rue. 


FINIS, ; T. Sexvill. 


HOW COLLINGBOVRNE WAS 


CRVELLY EXECVTED FOR 
2... making a-Rime. 


TAAYPEware, take heed, take heed, Tay, beware, 
Jon Q7 You Poetsyou, that purpole torehearce 
ES & By any art whattyrants doings are, 
Erymy rage is growne ſofell andfearce, 
That vitious as may:not be tonchtin verſe : 

The © Muſes freedome, granted themofeld, 

Is bar'd, ſlie reaſons enalinis hie are held, 


Berough in rime, and then theyſay youraile, 
As [auexal was, but that doth make no'matter : - 
With /eremie you ſhall be had toiaile, -- 
Or forc'd with CHartial, Ceſars faults to flatter, 
Clerkes muſtbe taught to claw, and notto clatter ; 
Free Helicon and franke Parnaſſus hilles, | 
Are hellic haunts, and ragke pernici6usilles, 
| Hh 4 Touch 
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Touch couertly in termes, and then youtatint;/ ''i- 1 167d 17 


Though praiſed Poetsalway did the like, |: 
Controll ys not, elſetraytour vile auaunt, . - 
What paſſe we what thelearned do miſlike 2 
Our ſinnes we ſee, wherein to ſwarme we ſecke. 
We paſſe not what the people ſay or thinke? - + +1 /- | 
Their ſhittle hate makes none but cowards ſhrinke. :- |; /. 


We know (ſay they) the courſe of Fortunes wheele, 

How conſtantly it whitleth till about,  _ 

Arrearing now, while elder headlong recle, 

How all the ridersalway hang in deube; 

But what for that? wecount him bura lour | 
That ftickes tomount, and baſelylike a beaſt- p 
Liues temperatly, for feare ofblockam feaſt, 


Indeed we would of all be deemed gods 
Whatere we do : and therefore partly hate 
-Rude Preachers, that dare threatenplaguesand rods, 
And blaſe theblots whereby we ſtaine our ſtate: IT 
Butnoughtwe p_ what any ſuch doprate ; 
Ofcourſe and office they muft ſay their pleaſure, 
And we of courſe nuſt heare, and mend art leaſure, 


But when theſe pelting Poets intheirrimes - ls 
Shall cauntr, or ieft, or paint our wicked workes, a 
And cauſe the people en andcurſe our crimes, EATS | 
This vgly fault, no tyrantliues burtirkes.. 4 | 
Wherfo:e weloath ſuchtaunters worſfethen Turkes, | 
Whoſe meaning is to make vs know our mifle 
And fo to mend : bur they but dote inthis, 


We know our faults as well asany other, 

We alſo doubt the dangers fromthem dues w 

Yer ftill we trutt ſo right toruletherother; ' | - 

That ſcape we ſhail the ſcourges that enſue, 

We thinke we know more ſhifts then other knew. 
In vaine therefore for ys are counſels writ : 


We know our faults, and will not mendawhit- 


hl 0 oa. hs. wu 


Theſe 


(ollingboarne. 
Theſe are the feats of the vnhappie ſore; 1 1 (1, 
Thatpreaſe for honors, wealth, andpleaſures yaine; -'!- /' /// 
Ceaſe therefore Be/dwine, ceaſe Itheeexhort;' | 
Withdraw thy pen, for nothing ſhale thou gaine 
Sauchate, with lofle of paper, inke, andpaine., 
Few hate their faults, all bate of them td heare, | | [| 
And faultieſt, from faule would feememoſtcleare.' 1.2 


ThintentI know is honeſt, plaine, and good, 
Towarne the wiſe, to fray the fond fromill- | © 
But wicked worldlings are fo witlefle wood,” ';7r W 
Thattothe worſt they all things confitueRtl;  -::) 1 51144 T7 
Withrigour oft theyrecompence-good wilt : ++! 2717 5/7 1 fn 
They racke the words till time their finewes burkt; *' 
In dolefull ſenſes ftrayning Bill the worſt, 4 - 


Apainfull proofe taughtme the truth of this, 1/7 1-2 
Through . og I chſtll tourne; 101-7 
They murdred me, formectring things amiſle, ir 1903: "M 
For worſt thou what? Iam that Collimgbourne © > 
Which made the rime, whereof T may well mourne, 

The Cat, the Rat, and Loucll ourDog, 

Do rule all England ynder a Hog. 


Whereof the meaning was ſo plaine and true, 

Thateuery foole peceiueditatfurſt: 

Moſt liked it, for moſt thatmoſt things knew, - 

In hugger mugger muttred what they durft. 

Theryrant Prince ofmoſt was heldaccurft, . ' _-; 1 
Both for his owne, and for his counſels faults; - 
Of whom were three the naughtieſt of all naughts, 


Cateſby was one, whom Idid call a Cat, 
Acraftie Lawyer, catching all he could. - 
The ſecond Ratcliffe, whom Inam'd aRat, 
Acruellbeaſt to gnaw on whom he ſhould, 
Lord Loxellbarkt and bit whom Richard would, | 
Whoml therefore did rightly tearme our Dog, 
Wherewith torime Icalldche King a Hog. - 


458 Collingbourne. 
Till he the Crowne had conghthe ethe Bore, ' 
In which eſtate would God he had deceaſed, 1 
Then had the Realme not ruined ſo ſore, 
His nephewesraigneſhould not ſo ſoone haueceaſed, 
The noble blood had notbeen'ſo decreaſed. . . 
His Rat,his Cat;and Bloodhound had not noied |. 
Such liegemen true, as after they deſtroyed. | 


Their lawleſſe ats good ſubieAsdid lament, 

And ſo didI, and therefore made the rimes, 

To ſhew my wit how-well I could inuent, | 

To warne withall the careleſfſe of their crimes, 

Ithought the freedomeof the ancienttimes 
Stood illin force : Ridentem dicere verum 
Outs vetat?Nay, nay, Veritas eff peſſmmarerum, 


Belikeno tyrants were in Horace daies, 
And tereforePigs freely blamed vice, 
Witneſle their Satzrsſharpe; andtragickeplaies, 
With chiefeſt Princes chiefely had in price. 
They name no man, they mixe their gall with ſpice, 
No more do I, I name no man outright, 
But riddlewiſe,I meane themasImight. 


When bruite had broughtthis to their guiltie eares, 
Whoſe right ſurnames were notedintheritne, 
They all conſpired like moſt greedie Beares, 
To charge me ſtraight with this moſt grieuous crime: 
And damned me the gallowtree toclime, - vs of 
And ftrangled then, in quartersto be cur, - 
Which ſhould on high ore London gates be pur, 


Thisiudgement giuen ſo vehement and fore, 

Made me exclame againſt their tyranny; | 

Wherewith incenſt, tomake mypaine the more, | 

They praCtiſed a ſhamefull villanie:- 

They cut me downe aliue, and cruellie 

| Riptvp my panchand bulke, tomake me ſmart, 
And lingred long ere they tooke out my hart, 


Heere 


(ollinghourne. 
Heere tyrant Richard plaid the eager Hog, - 
His . rm my tender orifiles ſhore : d 
His Hloodhound Lozellplai'd the huogrie Dog, '-- / 
- His wolkuiſh teeth my guiltleſſe carkaſle rore : 

His Rat and Cat did whatthey might, and more, 

Cat (ateſby claw'dmy guts tomake me fmart,,' - - 

The Rat Ratcliffe gnawed me tothe hart..- 


Iflewes had kill d the iuſteſt King aliue, 
IfTurkes had burnt vp Churches, godsandall, 
What greater paine could cruell hearts contriue,, 
Then that Iſuffred for this:treſpaſſe finall? 
I was no Prince nor Peere, but yet my fall 

Is worthie tobe thought vpon for this, 

To ſee how cankard tyrants malice is. 


Toteach alſo all ſubicAts to take heed-..i'-; | - 

They meddle not WR affaites, 

Butpray to God tomend them if itneed : 

Towarne alſoall Poets that be trayers, | 
Tokeepe them cloſe in compaſle of their chayers; 


And when they touch that they would wiſhamended,;. - - 


To fauce themſo; that few need be offended;; | 


Andſo to mixe their ſharpe rebukes with-mirth, . 
That they may pierce, not cauſing any paine, 
Saue fuch as followeth ever kindly birth, 
Requited ſtraight with cladaeſſe of the gaine.: 
APoet muſt be pleaſant, not too plaine,- - + 
Faults to controule, ne yet to flatter vice, 
But ſound and feet, inall things wareand wiſe. 


TheGreekesdo paint a Poets office whole 

In Pegaſs, their fained horſe with wings, - TAE! 

Whom ſhaped ſo Meduſaes blood did foale, . . 

Who with his feet firake out the uſes ſprings;. 

From flintie rockes to He/rconthat clings. 
Andthen flue yp into the ftarrieskie, ' 

And there abides among the gods on hie. - 


4.60 (ollingbourne. \ 


For he that ſhall aperfe& Poetbe, | 
Muſt firſt be bred out of ec Mednſacs bloud : | 
He muſtbe chaſt and vertuous as was ſhe. 
Who to her powre the Ocean God withſtood, 
To th'end alſo his doome be iuft and good, 
He muſt (as ſhe)lookerightly with one eye 
Truth to regard, and write nothing awrie, 


In courage eke hemuſt belike a horſe, 
He may not feare toregiſter the right. 
What though ſome frowne?thereofhemay notforce, 
No bit nor reine his tender jawes may twight, 
He muſt be armde with ſtrength of wit and fprite, 

To daſh the rocks, darke cauſes and obſcure, 

Till he attainethe ſprings of truth moſt pure, 


His hooues alſo muſt pliantbe and trong, 
Toricue the rocks of luſt and errors blind, 
In brainleſſe heads, that alway wander wrong : 
Theſe muſt he bruſe with reaſons plaine and kind, 
Till rings of grace doe guſh ourof the mind: - 
_ Fortill ffeckions from thefondbe driuen,: --- '/ 
In vaine is truthcold,or good counſell giuen, : - 


Like Pegaſus a Poetmuſt haue wings, 
To flie to heauen, or where him liketh beſt : 

He muſt haue knowledge of eternall things, - ' 5 
Almightie /ove muſt harbour in hisbreſt; 2. ft + 199 
With worldly cares bp odoopgon, G21] hy 

The wings of wit and skill muſt heauc him hier 
With great delightto ſatiſfic deſier. - | 


He muſt alſo belufty, free, and ſwift, 
Totrauaile far, to view the trades of men, 
Greatknowledge oft is gotten by this ſhift : 
Things that impotthe muſt be quicke topen, _ 
Reprouing vices ſharply now and then. 
e muſt be ſwift when touched tyrants chafe, 
To gallop thence, tokeepe his carkas ſafe, 


COR 461 
V1 had well theſequaliticetonſideretdy. - F. V4 
Eſpecially that which I touchetilafty:-: 362 + 1 hr 
With ſpeedie flight my feetſhould haue delivered Nik 29 
My feeble bodie from moftboiftrousblaſt; » + 1 
They ſhould haue caughrme;ere Thad bin call}! 


Bu roo much ens grace, :.. 

Incuer ſhrunke; nor thangedporr or wry 
[thonght the Poets ancient liberties! - | 
Forpleas had been allowedacdhebart > 1: ir ey 
Ihad forgot hawy'jewſourd eyrannids:: 5 

With truth and freedome wereddeyenr war, "Þ- 
Thatluſt was law, that might did make 2ndemar,” 


That among tytamtst' i1sard enerwasy.: : 
Sic volo, fic iabbd;Ret pro rhhlowootiadacy - 


Whereluſt is law it booteth' wivuapiacte; TOP 
Nopriuiledge nor liberties auaile;/ ©: 
But with the learn'd, whom lawand wiſlonic leade, | | 
Although through raſhneſſePoxtshap to mg rt 4 
Aplea of dotage' may'all quaretsquhile:/*: - | 
Their old licence their writingbto expo bad; 
Doth quit them cleare from faults by pin found, 


This freedome old oughtnotrobedebard! : 
Fromany wight that Faleachi ought, binenizetre, 2,1! 
The Authors meaning ſhould of: ofright deheard,. 
Heknoweth beſtto what ent endireths /:' + 
Words ſometime beare more then the hearcbebirech. 
Admit therefott the Authorgexpoſirion, ' 11 5! +: 
If plaine, for truth: if fore*d;for his ſubmiſficne ES 


Incafe offlander, laywesrequireno more,.. 

Saue to amend that ſEeemed'not'well _ \ 

Ortovnſa the ſlanders ſajdafvie, 0c SETTLE IT 

Andaskeforgiueiteſſe forth hthebrad ave b Dumegtr 

ToHeretikes no greater pameislaid; bi + 1unoc je 
Then to recant theit errours enedaſt>' v1 by 16 361) 


And worſe then theſe;cattbe nogmiters aft: _ 
ES 


462.  Collingbourne. 
Yes (quoth the Cat) thy railing wordsbe _—_—_ 
And treaſon is far worſe then herefie; + 

Then muſt it follow by this awkeward reaſon, 
That Kings be more x Godin maicſtic, 


And ho be leſle then bodies inde 3 ar 85 £ 
For heretikes both foules and. G ad... 


* #464 y 


Traytours but ſecke tobring mans life to endl, "Rn 


I fpeake not this tabaſe the hainous fault, ...- - 
Oftrayterous aftsabhor'd by Godand man, . ,, 


But to make plaine their i tobe naughty, fs 


That hereſie for leſſer finne-do ban... -) 
I curſe themboth as deepe as any can, 
And alway did: yet the 


I neuer meantthe King or Counſellharme, .;; 
Vnleſſe to wiſhthem ſafetie were elienon. 
Againſt theirpower I neuerlifted arme, .: 

Nor pen, nor tongue; for any illpretehces;/; [:] 


The rime I made,though riide;was ſound in 7 4h ES 


For they therein whom1-ſo fondly named, _ 
Soruled all, thatthey were foule defamed, 


This was no treaſon, buttheverytroth, -/ - 

They ruled all, none :could denythe fame - _ 

What was the cauſethen why! fy Were ſo wroth? 

What, isittreaſoninariming frame 

To clip, to tretch;to adde, or change A name P... 
And thisreſeru'd, there is norime nor reaſon, . 
That any craftcan aclout to ſeeme atteaſon.. | 


For whereT meant the King by name of Hog, 

Tonly alluded to his badge theBare : S: 1: 

To Lowe/s name I added more out Dog; . 

Becauſe moſt dogs haucborhethatnameof) Orcs 

Theſe metaphors I'vsd wigh:othermore, ;; .._ 
As Cat, and Rat, thehalfe names of thereſt, 

, To hide the ſenſethatthey ſo wropgly wrelt, . | 


onghoe feelin rime, - - ; | 
They Rtayned me with tharmaltþaccfullcriume. "P 


Fe TN 


\Thhe black Smaich. 
Ipray you now whir treaſon; find you heere 2. -- © 
Enough er the guikie on the gaule, .. OW 
Both ſenſe and names do notethem very tieere, NP 
, Igrant that wasthe chiefe cauſe of my faule, /-, -—a_ 
| | Yetcan youfind therein no treaſonatall :;i'': .,}|/ 

There is no wordagainſtthe Prince or State, © 

Noharme to them whom all theRealme did: hate, 


But fith the guiltic alwaies're ſuſpicious .. - 

Anddread the ruine that muſt ſue by reaſon, 

They cannot chuſe but counit their counſellyicious 

That note their faults, and therefore call it treaſon, 

Allgrace and goodnefle with the leaud is geaſon, 
This is the cauſe why they. good things do wreſt, 
Whereas the good take ill things to the beſt,. 


And therefore Baldwine boldly to the good- 
Rebuke their fault, ſo ſhalt thou purchaſe thankes: 
As forthe bad, thou ſhalt but moue their mood, 
Though pleaſantly thou touch their naughtyprankes, 
Warne Poetsall, no wiſe to paſſe the bankes . 

Of Helicon, but keepe within the bound: - 

So ſhall their freedome to no harme-redound... 


463 


THE WILFVLL FALL 
OF THE BLACK-SMITH, AND THE 
fooliſh end ofthe Lord CHwattey, in Tune; 

Anno Dom. 1496. 


S Where is-more guile then where miſtruſtis none? - 
Noplaiſters helpe before the griefe be knowne, 
So ſeemes by me who a wiſdomeleare,. 
Vatill ſuch time Iboughtmy wit too deare,. 


Who: » 


464 Michael boſepb 


Who being boyſtrous;feut;zund brainſefeboldyr vo no "nl 
Puft yp with pride, withfite and furies frer,''! '- 097 147 fn con 
Incenf with tales fo rudeandplainly told, - 4 


Wherein deceit withdouble knot was knit, 24 | G FTE: UBT! L 
I trapped was as filly fiſh innetg”! 0517 077 1212140): bottrroy ro agy 
Who ſwiftin ſwimming, carelefle ofdeceity' 0: 51117 


Is caught in gin wherein is laid no bait. 


Such force and yertue hath this doleMfptaint, v1 linn 303 1610 nut 
Set forth with ſighes and teares of Crocodilez/ii'' >! - bub 
Who ſeemes in Fokieas ſimple asaSainr rofl 
Hath laid abaite the warelefſe to beguile, | 
And as they weepe they worke deceit the while, 

Whoſe rufull cheere the rulers ſorelent, / '''/ > >11: +: 

To worke in haſte that theyatlaſtrepemy + > ot 


Take heed therefore yee Rulers of the Land, 
Beblind in fight, and op yourother care : 
In ſentence Go till skill the truth hath ſcand; 10? 
In all your doomes both loue and hate forbeare, 2::1th 
So ſhall your judgement iuſt and right appeare, | 
It was a ſouthtalt ſentence long agoe, 
That haſtie men ſhall never 7%. much woe. 


Ts it not truth? Baldwine what faieſt thou ? 
Say on thy mind :Ipraythecmuſcnomore-:. . 
Me thinke thou ſtart and look'tI wotnot how, 
As though thou neuer ſaw'it a man before ; 
Belike thou muſeſt why I teach this lore, 
Elſe whatTI am, that heere ſo boldie dare, 
Among the preaſe of Princes to compare. 


Though Ibe bold Ipray thee blame not mee, 
| Likeas menſow,ſuch corne needs muſt theyreape, |; | 
And nature _— ſo incach degree, SON VY | g 
That Crabslike Crabs will kindly crawle and creepe : | 
The futtle Fox vnlike the filly ſheepe, | T90 
Itis according to my education, 
Forward to preaſe in rout and congregavion. 


Behold 


old 


Behold my coate burnt with 2 HAS" vine Dl gift 


My leather apron fild with horſefhooenailes;” 
Behold my hammer and my pinſers here; -i;!! © 
Behold my lookes, a marke that ſeldome failes: - 
My checkes declare I was not fed with quiiles, - 
My face,my cloathes,my tooles withallmy faſhion, 
Declare full well a Beince of rude creation; . 


APrince I aid, a Prince fay againe, 
Though notby birth, by craftyyſurpation, | 
Who doubts but ſome men princehood do obtaine, 
By open force, and wrongfull domination? : . -. 
Yet while they rule are had in reputation; 
Euen ſo by me, the while I wrought my feate, 
Iwas a Prince, at leaſt inmyconceite, _ 


Idarethe boldertake on me the name; : 

Becauſe of him whom here Tleadeinhand,s: 

Tichet Lord Awdley one of birth and fame, 

Which with his ſtrength and power feru'd in my. band, 


Iwasa Prince while that I was ſo mand : 
His Butterfly ſtill vnderneath my fhield 


Diſplaied was, from Welles to lackeheathfield, by 
' Butnow behold he doth bewaile the ſame : 


Thus after wits their raſhnes do.depraue. 
Behold diſmaid he dare not ſpeake for ſhame, 
Helookes like one that late/camefrom'the graue; 
Orone that came forth of Thophonizs caue, © 
Forthat in wit he hag ſolitlepith, | 
As he a Lord to ſerue azraytour-Smith. 


Such is the courage efcheinoble hart, - 
Which doth deſpiſe the vileandbaſer ſort, 
He may not touch that ſauoursof the cart, 
Himliſteth not with each Tack loutto ſport, 
Helets him paſſe for pairing of his port : 
Theiolly Eaglescatch nor litle flees, 


The courtly fkes match ſeeld with homelyfrees 
Li 


| But 


" -y* F 
465 eMichad hoepb 
But ſurely Bal/dvine if I wereallow'd : 
To ſay thetroth, I could ſomewhat declate: 5A 15 
But clerkes will fay, this Smith doth waxe too proud, ' - 
Thus in precepts of wiſdome to compare, 1 4 tt 
But Smiths muſt ſpeake that Clerkes for feare ne dare, 
Itis athing that all menimay lamenty - - + 1,959.61 7 
When Clerkes keepe cloſe the truth leſtthey be ſhent, |. 


The Hoſtler, Barbar, Miller and the Smith, 
Heare of the ſawes of ſuch as wiſdome ken, ' 
And learne ſome wit, although they wantthepith, 
That Clerkespretend : and yet both now andthen, 
The greateft Clerkes proue notthe wiſeſtmen : - | 
It is notright that men forbid ſhould bee 
To ſpeakethe truth, all werehe hon or free, 


% 4 i 


And for becauſe I'vs'd to fretand fome, -- - + 

Not paſſing jr whom Iſhoulddiſpleaſe, 

Idare be bold a while toplay the niome, | 

Out of my ſacke ſome others faults toleaſe, 

And let mine owne behind my backe topeaſe, 
For he that hath his owne before his cie,,- 
Shallnot ſo quickeanothers fault eſpie, 


Ifay was neuer no ſuch wofull caſe, 

Asis when honor doth it ſelfe abuſe * 

The noble man that vertue doth embrace, 

Reprefſeth pride, and humblenes doth yſc, 

By wiſdome workes, andraſhnefle doth refuſe, 
His wanton will and luſt that bridle cang 
Indecdis gentle both toGod and man, 


But where the Nobles want both wit and grace, 
Regard no rede, care not but for theirluſt, 
Oppreſle the poore, ſet willin reafonsplace, 
And in their words anddoomes be found yniuſt, 
Wealth goeth to wracke tYlall lie inthe duſt : 

There Fortune frownes, and ſpite begins to grow, 


Tillkigh, and low, andallbe overthrow. Th | 
9) 


the blacke Sith, 


Then fith that vertuchath ſo good reward, 
Andaftervice ſo duely waiteth ſhame, 
How hap th that Princes haue no more regard,” 
Their tender youth with vertue to inflame? | 
For lacke whereof their wit and will is lame, * 
InfeR with folly, prone to luſt andpride, -. 


Notknowing how themſelues or theirs to guide, y 


Whereby it hapneth to the wanton wight, 
As toa ſhip vpon the ſtormie ſeas, 
Which lacking terne to guideir ſelfe aright, - 
From ſhore to ſhore the windeand tideto teafe, 
Finding noplace to reſt or take his eaſe, | 
Till at the laft it finke ypon the ſand: 
. Sofare theyall that haueno yertuesſcand.' 


The plowmantfirſt his land doth drefſe and tourne, 
And makes it apt orexethe ſcedhe ſow, | + © - 
Whereby he is full like to reape-good corne, 

Where otherwiſe no ſeed but weed would grow: 

By which enſample men may caſely know, - * 


# 


When youth haue wealth before they can wellvſe its © 


Itis no wonder though they do abuſcit. 


How can he rule weltin a commonwealth, - 
Which knoweth not himſelfein rule to frame? 
How ſhould he rule himſelfeinghoflly health, 
Which neuer learn'd onelefſon for the fame? gy 
ſuch catch harme their parents are too blame : 
For needs muſt they be blind, andblindlyled, 
Where no goodlefſoncanbetaughtor read. 


Fome thinke their youth diſcreet and wiſely taught, 
Thatbrag, and boaſt, and weare their feather braue, 
Can roiſt and rout, both loure andlooke aloft, 
Can ſweare and ftare, andcalltheir fellowes knaue, 
Canpill and poll, and catch beforethey craue, 

Can card and dice, both cog and-foiſtarfare, 

Play on yathciftie, till theirpurſe be bare, | 

”" % WL 


Some 


4.68 Michael loſeph 
Some teach their youth:to pipe, to fingand dance, 
To hauke, to hunt, to chooſe and kill their game, 

To wind their hotne,and with their horſe to praunce, 
To play at tenis,ſet the tute in frame, - '- 

Run at the ring, ang-vſe ſuch other game':” 

Which feats although they be notall vihit, 

Yet cannotthey the marke of vertue hit, 


For noble youth, there is nothing ſo'meere ' 
As learning is, to know the goodfromill;- oo ee 
To know the tongues and perfetly enditez'- | ft OV 
And of the lawes to hauc a perfect skill, - 9 940201 63 908 10:099 
Things to reforme as right and iuſtice wilt: * 

For honour is ordeined for no cauſe, 

But to ſee right maintained by the lawes, | 


It ſpites my heartza .heare whennobletnen * 

Cannotdiſcloſe their ſecrets totheirfrend, 

In fauegard ſure, with paper, inke; 'andpen, 

_ But firft they muſt aſecrecaryfind; * © ©: ** 

To whom they ſhew the bottome of their mind= oY 
And behefalfe ortrue;a'blab ofclofe; 7 011i! 1211s» 1137 1 
To him they muſt theiriconnfaile needs diſctoſe. ' © 


And where they rule that haue of lawno skill, 
There isno boote, they needes muſtſecke forayd +: . 
Then rul'd are they, andrule as others will, | HITS 
As he that on @Gage hisparchath plaid po 1 ESR 
But he was taught,nought hath he done or ſaid. "7 
Such youth therfore feek ſcience ofthe ſage, 
As thinke to rule when that ye come to age. 


Where youth is brought vp in feare and obedience, 
Kept from ill company, bridled of their luſt, | 
Doſerue God duly and knowtheirallegiance, * 
Learne godly weale which timenor age canruft : 
There Prince,people, and Peers needesprofper muſt, 
For happy arethefolke;add blefſed is thatland, 
Where:ruth and vertneborthihaue gotthe over hand. 


the black Smith: 


Iſpeake this Ba/dwine of thisrufull Lord, : - 

. Whom Iperforce do heerepreſent to thee, 

Hefaints ſo ſore he may notipeake a word: 

Ipleade his cauſe without reward orfee, 

And amenforc'd to ſpeake forhimand mee + 
Ifin his youth he had been wiſely tought, 


He ſhould not now his wit ſo deare haueboughc, 


For what is he that hath but halfe a wit, 
But may well know that rebels cannot ſpeed? 
Marke well my tale, and take good heed toit, 
Recountit well, and take it for good reed, 
Proue it yntrue I will not truſtmy creed : 
Was neuer rebell heretofore or fince, 
Thatcould or ſhall preuaile againſt his Prince, 


For ere the ſubie&purpoſle to rebell, 
Within himſelfe let himconfider well, 
Foreſee the danger, and beare in his braine, 
How hard it is his purpoſe to obtaine : 

For ifhe once be entred to the breares, 

He hath a raging wolfe faſt by the cares. 


And when he entred isto rule therour, 
Although he would, he can no way get out : 
He on 4 ſure none will to him reſort, 

But fuch asare the vile and raſcall ſort : 

All honeſt men, as well the moſt as leſt, _ 
Totaſte of treaſon yrtetly deteſt. 


Then let him-waigh how long he can be ſure, 
Where faith nor friendſhip may.no while endure : 


He whom he truſteth moſt, to'gainea groate 
Will fall him from, and ſeeke to cur his throate : 


Among the knaues and ſlaves wherevice is rooted, 


There is no other friendſhip to be looked. 


With fooliſh men ſo falſchoodisin price, | 
Thatfaith is finne, and vertue counted vice, 
And where the quarellis fo yile _—_—_ ; 

| 3 
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What 


470 eNſichael oſeph 
What hope of aid then is there tobe had? I pal 1% 2fcl7 feat 
Thinkes b that men willruwatthis or that, © 1 7 177 
Todoathing they knownot howor what? ys | 


Nor yet what danger may thereof betide,, '._, REED 
VVhere wiſdome would they ſhould at hqme abide, . 

Rather then ſeeke, and know not what to find, | 

VViſe men will firſt debate this in their mind: _ 

Full fare they are if that they goto wrecke, 


Without all grace they loſe both head and necke.., .. : 
They loſe their lands and goods;their child and wife 
VVith griefe and ſhame (hall leadea wofulllife : 
Ihe be ſlaine infield he diethaccurſt, 
VVhich of all wreckes we ſhould account the worſt: | 
And he that dieth defending hisliege Lord, . 
Is bleſt and bleſt againe by Gods owne word. . 


+» 


And where the ſouldiers wagesis vnpai'd, | 

Thereis the Captaine ſleuderly obey'd;, 
And where the ſouldier's out of feareand dreed; guy 
He will be lacke when that there is moſtneed, 

And privately he ſeckes his caſe and leaſure, 

And will be rul'd but at his will and pleaſure.. 


And where ſome draw forth, other dodraw backe, 
There inthe end muſt needs be woe and wracke : 

To hope for aid of Lords it is but vaine, 

Whoſe foretaught wit of treaſon knoweth the paine: / 
They know whatpowre a Prince hath in his hand, ' | + 
And whatit is with rebels forto ftand, ©: ': + | 


They know bytreaſonhonor is defaced, 

Their ofipring and their ptogeniediſgraced, 
They know topraiſe is not ſo worthic a thing, 
As to be true and faithfullro thei? King.'*} 1: 
Aboue cognifance orarmes; orpedipree afar, ' 
An vnipotted coatislike ablaſing'flart:/''- 


Therefore 


\ \ $48 HY + þ  - 


Therefore therebe|lisaccurſtand. A) Shia ed; ct doing 
Thathopes for thatwhieh rebellneverhad:; :....3 11. it; 5 


Who truſting ſtill to tales doth hangin hope 
Tillatthe laff he hang faſt by the rope. - | 
For though that talesbe told that hope might feed, - 
Such fooliſh hope hath ſtill vnhappie ſpeed, .. , 


Isisacuſtome neuer will be broken, 
Inbroiles the bag of lies iseuer open : 
Suchlying newes men daily wilt inuent, 
Ascan the hearers fancie beſt content : 

And as the newes do run and neuercceaſe, 

So more and more they daily do encreaſe; - 


Andas they 'ncreaſc, they multjplie as faſt, 

That ten is ten hundred, ten thouſand at the laſt. * 
And thoughi the rebell had once got the field, 
Thinkes he thereby to make his Prince to yeeld?” | 
APrinces power within his owneregion, 

Isnot ſo ſoone broughtto confuſion, ''' 


For Kings through God are ſtrong and toutly harted, 
That they of ſubieQs will not be lubuerted :_ 
I'Kings would yeeld, yet God would them reftraine, 
Ofwhom the Prince hath grace and power to raigne : 
Whoſtraitly chargeth vs aboue all thing, 

That no man ſhould refiſt againſt his King, 


Who that reſiſteth his dread/ſoueraigne Lord, , 
Doth damne his ſoule, byGods owne very word, The! 
A Chriſtian ſubieQThould with honor due, © | 
Obey his Soueraigne though he were 4 Tew : 

Wheteby afſur'd when ſubieRs do rebell, 

Cods wrath is kindled,and threatneth fireand hell, 

Itis foone knowne when Gags fierce wrath is kindled, | , * 
How they ſhall peed with whambe is offended: 
If God giue viRtorie to whom beliketh beſt, |. 
Why looke they for it whom God doth moſt deteſt? © 
Fortreaſon is hatefull, and abhox.dinGods fight, /.' 
Example of [ndas tharmoſt wickgd wight:, AC bps” 
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Which is the chiefe cauſe no treaſon preuailes, + 
Forill muſt he peed whotn/Gods wrath aſfailes, 
Let traytours and rebels looke to ſpeed then, 
VVhen Gods mightic poweris ſubieQtomen, 


Much might be ſaid that goeth more nee 
Bur this ſufficeth for arurall Smith, * |! 


Baldwine when thou hear'ft reaſon inthis caſe, 
Belike thou think ſt I was not very wile, 

And that I was accurſt, or elſe wanted grace, _ 
Which knowing the end of my fondenterpriſe, 


VVould thus preſume againftmy Prince.o rife: 7% 


Bur as there is a cauſe that moueth euery woe, 
Somewhat there was whereof this ſore did grow : 


And to beplaine and ſimple inthis caſe, 
The cauſe why I ſuch matter tooke in hand, 
VVas nothing elſe but pride and lacke of grace, _ 
Vaine hope of helpe, and tales both falſe and fond : 
By meane whereof I'did my Prince withſtand, 
Deni'd the taxe aſſet by conuocation, * 


$* :f , 


To maintaine warre againſt the Scottiſh 


ation,” 


VVhereatthe Corniſh men did much repine, 
For they of gold and filuer werefull bare, 
Andliued hardly, digging inthe mine, - 
ThYY ſaid they had no money for $0 ſpare 2 .;, 


Gan firſt to grudge, and then to {weare.and tare, | , 


ot their due obeyfance, and raſhly fell roraun 


cethe pith, 


_ | 5 Pi '£ 
And ſaid they would not beare ſuch polling and ſuch ſhauing. 


_ firſt accus'd the King as authar of their griefe, 


And then the Biſhop Morten, and Sit Remold Bray - 


For they then were abour the King moſt chiefe,. 
Becauſe they thought the whole faultim them lay : 
They didprotefttorid them ofthe way. 
Such thanke hiaue they that ruſe abouca Prince, 

. . Theybearethe blameof's t mens offence, 


6 » blacke. y 86: - :4:73 

Yhenl perceutdiheCommons inaYore; 1c5% ls onde mort] 
Then Iand Flamoke | ogether; (\-h:.; bro. 2id120 
' Towhom the people reſonted tore and more,; SME 63 hd 9B 
Lamenting and crying, halpeysnow:drnever;:: it bo lln | ft 
Breake bondage naw, then ate we freeforeuers!;) i117 (11g 2h 

VVhereat inflim'divbope topurchaſs fame; ({;0!> »..i1 10 

Tobe theirccaptaikes ons thenames:! {iv ola. A 


Thenmight peed e mens brig #97 mon 
God ſaue the captaines;and ſend vsall good ſpeed:;:, ©. 1-1 p 
Then he thatfainted couned was adouey: i ont fy 1 
The ruffians ran to ſorr:(editiaueſced:;r2::/ £3 IS0M11150V) ane 
Tocall for company thereiwas#hencedy; yi fon yd ley mod 
Foreuery mahhisbrother did enticeg:: 5! +1 17127 5: 1197]? 
To bepartaker of higwicked vice, i -b;15i5 {2G ft nid 


Then all ſuch newesasmadefor ourauaile, : 1/1 25 flt ov fl 
Was brought to me, butſtehas foinded uw; ” v3! 02 309d 919 'N 
VVas none ſo bold to ſpeake or yerbewaik 32/1 +1! ; 155147 27V 
Each one ſo wedded was ynto his will, 2; ef Go 
That forth they cri'd with bawes, with fyord,and bill. . - 

And what the ryfler ſpake the lout topke fora verdice, ;;'; 

For there the beſt was warſtyWwork beftregarded, ; ;;;;; "7. 


For when men rebell, there lill the viler ſort. ©: ---;. dd 31:6 
Conſpire together, and will haueall the fway +, ':;. - We 
Andbe it well or ill, they beare the port, :1.//- 1.4 
ning will do, the Wy Sony 10 bigto alt 3190'Þ7 
ey prattle andprate as doth; the-Podpingay # © -// 5! 17! 14, 
They crie yntochereſt at tree th chun [4 
Whiles they may.tange and tab for ſpoileand pray. 


And when we hadprepared everythings; -. 4: - ai; 154. V7 

VVe went to Tawnton withiallourprouifipn,: :-: - - 4 - 5:15: 214 

And there we ſlew the Provoſt ofPenryn,: : | - 2c 3 31 ct's 

For that he there'did fitit-high Commiſſion ,.- .; ! 1.7; +17? 

' Hewas not wiſe, notiyet 6fgxeatdiſcregiva, ''' 1 
That durſt4pprochhisrxomios ia theirrage,..! 1 
YVhen witnozreaſpncpuldtheirireaſſwages: -- -;i; 27 
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From thence we went t&Wels; andwereectined> 215; 7 1; ſy 
Ofthis Lord eAwde/ 7 euuogutcipoagalney 5. Sorn) wrt bus 1 nog 


He had the name, baryer hewas deceinet, -' 
For I indeed did rule the clubbiſhrraine; . - 
My cartly Knightstruchonour did diflaine by | 
For like doth louechis like;twilbbenone other; : __ 
A chorle will loves chorle;beforche willhipbrother, r 


From Wels and Wincheſter, toBlackheath field, - 
And there encatnpedlooking for more aid, 


But when none came, we thoughr ourſecbeguid, | on 


Such Corniſhmen as knew they werebetraid, - Tf 
From ysby night away corre iid 1 (HE! 50 2 it my 
There might welearnc how vaineitisto af 
Our fained friends,in quarels ſo vniut. : 


But we that thought otir power Idberider” T 
Were bentto try what euerſhould betide. _ ' + 
We were the bolder;for the Kin —_— 
Deferred fight : which ſoincr _: 
That ſure we thought the King himſelfe did es. 
Within the City; and with courage _— 
We didintendthe City toaffuiley' >; {+ 


But he contrary to 6urexpeQtation, 

Was fully bent to let vs run ourrace, 

Till we were fartheſt from our wee rue 1g 

Where that of aid or ſ(ccour was no! 

And then be plagu'$apitſhouldpleale bake 
All Soubekt plaitits, how euerthey tis und, 
To our beſt yaile we alway did expound.. 


When that the King ſaw time, with: copay ns wt 

He ſent a power tocireumuent vs all : Ki 

Where we encloſdas ſimple ſheey einfolde; 

Were —_— all asbeaſtsin hers ſhall: g: 

The King himſelfe, what ever might befall; | 
VVas ſtrongly arm'd within Saint Georges beld, = 

And there abvdecill thathe heard ys yeold, 11 51! / 
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7 Then downe we kneeld Co wr erm png eee ani 2719 59) nov 
[ Itwas too late our follyro bewailt ei - rel VV 
; There were we ſpoild of armour, cdate, and knife: TY - 
Andwe which thought the City eo — ne:Atid oi wot oh 

Were led as priſners naked as my make} 212 280: 2i1ei Signs H 


Ofrs two thoniſant had flaine befirey :1 20izy 2rd" 
odd,” 13! - 


My Lord and we the Ci taines of the Weſt,” PRO - 
Took Inne at Newgatc, {Fin fect rg 07 rio cfg {el 
Where after doome wehad bitthefe ret =” | mY : ” —_ 
MyLordthrough Londoh wasdr: Cod ide, padre 
To Tower hill, ere ith an£x6 he I rnnrnry FILL 


Cladin his armour painted all paper, ' 
Tome andreuers'diin fpire of hisb a—d | 


With Flamoke I dotherofe vurbent, 44A tans Fr 21 = 
Astraytours at Tiburneouriud t did _ 
The people lookt I ſhould my fault lament, 
Towhom Iſpake, that for ay 19 oF: nd FRO 
[ſhould hauc fame that ney 

lor aa 


Wherby ye emoy penling ho Je Ter A 
As well the meaner fort,as meno Frrnter! rlame. 


Butzs the fickle patient, Cnetmabath defer, | a1 10obR919 107 
Toultthe things thatPhyfick hath denide, : 3; 01 :;430 
Andhath both paineandforrowforfiisbire:- ;/ 17 1141517 of 


The ſame to mee right well:may be applide, rated © 
Which while Irqugbe fot fame bn ihe dic lide, NY 
And ſeekin > <—_— —_—_— _ Telos 


As he thatfterd thete of Diave,. | ens f 
Iellhee Baldoine;Thabfebfi,to few 7726 lit oe1> Hnagt oT 
Homcuery manfor wealch and honbit x, Seas 


How euery man would climbe aboue the bk 
Howeuery man th'affured > pe ſ6 hatch!” a 
How froward Fortune &ft their purp! —Y E 
Andifthey hap theirp1 brai | 
Their wealehi'is woe; theirhonour care and pane 
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VVeſethe feruphappierthen bis Lord, Ian 
VVe ſee him live when that his Lordis dead{.: 
He fleepeth ſound, ismerryathisbord,. > | ob 

to orow inbieBey CRE RIe:: | 07D ay © 1 bop 
Hopple in he thee poverrls quinn 19490 249g 25 & 4, 7H 
| _ VVhatgainethemi © meth ben,” 

By all the ſpoile, andbloodthatthey hauoſhed2!:*:: 


The loftie towre where ara bis ſeats) -,.i- 17 tis hs 1004 
Is high onrockes more {lipper Rp ron Y = ED wi ut i 
VVhere ſtill the tg za, Ws 
VVhere ſudden qualmes Hers realty ai 


Andisbeſet with many fundee yice, . *.;... 
So ſtrange tomen when firſt they come pores 
Theybe amas'd;and do they wot not what... 


He that preuailes, and tothe cowrecanclime, HF 

VVith toile and care myſt needs ae daleefy . 

And he that ſlides may curſe the haure and time.” 

He didattempt to giue fo fond affaies,'' is 

Andall his life to griefe and ſhame obiies. © « Fre 
Thusflide he down&;/or tothe rs Uedrid, EE RI RENO 
Aflure himlelfe repentaniceis the e _—_—— EE 


Baldwine therefore do thou Seen: my me, 

For preſident to ſuchascredivlies,” 2: 2 1 at ON, 

Orthirſtto ſuck che ſugred cup of fame; i $71 £2010 prey ' 

Or do attempt againfttheirPrincetoriſer'' : 242 GA DUA. 

And charge them all toke! tel, 3 24112 276) 
V'Vho doth affayto beyond his ftrengrh, | Net wry 
Lethim be ſure fe ſhall repentat a" 4534 D 


Atmyrequeſt admoniſhthouallmen, 

To ſpend the talent well which Godhathleor, 

He ; ax hath one, lethimnotgoile for ten, 

For one's too much, valeſſcitbewell Pome: 7 

I hauc had proofe, therefore now ” 
Thrice happie are, Gr Ear Gd efhes, | 
VVho cancontented ſerue deg 
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KNIGHT SIR- NICHOLAS 
Burdet, Chiefe Butlerof Normandie,was: | 
* * [aiitat Pontoiſe, CAnno Dow. 


; w 4+ Is 


Ferſt in Kings affaires we counted were of truſt, 


4 To fight in waged warres,as Captaines gainſt the foes, 
5 And might therefore aliue receive the 


Whichaye his Maieſtie employ'd on thoſe :*/ + ): 
diſcloſe' ©. 


Why ſhould we ſo keepe filence now, and not 
Our hoble as to thoſe remaine aliue, © 


Tencouragethem the like exploits tatchiue ? 


Forif when as we warr'd, for Prinee and publike weale; | 
Wemight to eachfor bothrhavetime-andplace tofpeake, 


Then why not now, if we to both appeale? 


Sith both well know our'dealings were not weake; 
Weclaime as right; in truth our mindsto breake, ' 
The rather eke we thinke to ſpeakewe franchiz'd are; - 
Becauſe we ſetu'd for peace and didinPrinces watre. 


VVhich granted fo, and held deferued due, - 


Imay full well on tage fupplie the place a while, - 


Till Thane plainly laid before your view - 
ThatT hane cy Joon 


Vhich ſmirking though 


thefe, toplaine of Fortunes guilegs* 7 7 
at firft; ſhe ſeeme to ſmooth and ſmile, 


guerdon iuft, 


q 


_ 
f 4 


le; - 


(IfFortune be) who deem'd themſelues in skies to dwell, 
She thirleth downe to dreadthe gulfes of gaftly hell, 


ButheereTlera while the Ladie Fortune ſtay, 


Totell what time F liu'd; and what out wartes were then; >! '* © 
The greatexploits we did, and whete our arniles tay; 


Eke of the praiſe of ſome riglithonorable men, * 
es I faw,call'dnow to mind a 


ich things with | 
VVhatT1 rctcoinpctianth the fight, 
Iwill in.orderand my fall recite. 
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478 Sir Nicholas Burdet. 
In 
When he the Normanes ſtout did in ſubieQion bring, 
My ſelfe was vnder then his enfignes taking paines. 
With loial bartT fought,purſu'd my Prince his gaines, 
' Theredealt Ifothattime my fame toraiſe, 
French writers yet my name and manhood praiſe, 


Anderſt as Burders divers warlike wights 
(In Warwicke ſhire theirlands in Arrow ar) 
Were for good ſeruice done made worthy Knights, - 
Whoſe noble as be yetrecounted far : ko Þ ot 
Euen ſo my ſelfe well fram'd to peace or war, 

Of theſe the heire by due diſcentI came, 

Sir Nicholas Burdet Knight, which had to name, 


That time the noble /ohn of Bedford Duke bare ſway, 
And feared was in France for courage ftoutand fell, 
He lou'd me for my fight and perſon,(though Ifay) 
And with reuenues me rewarded yearely well. 
Tplaid the faithfull ſubieRs part, the truth to tell, 
And was accounted loiall, conflane ill, 1 
Offtomack, worſhip great, and warlike skill. | 


But then(O greefetotell)ere long this peereleſſe King, 


When he reſtored had his right vnto the Crowne 
The Duchieall of Normandy, ckeſubie&bring 


The Frenchemen all, and ſet Licutenantsimcach towne 
High Regent madeof France, then Fortune ganto frowne, 


ethen departed life, tooſoone alas : 
Some menfſuppoſe his grace empoiſond was. 


Thou Fortune lie, what meanſt thouthus, theſe pranckstoplay? 


Falſe Fortune blere cy'd blind, vnſteady ftartling Rtill, 


Whatmeanſtthou turning thus thy flattering face away, 


Inconſtant where thou beareſt moſt good will? 
Is itthy nature then ? or iſt thy wonted skill ? 
Itcoſtthee nought, they fayit comes by kind, 
Asthouartbiſme, ſo arc thine aRions blind, 


outh I ſeru'Uthatroiall Herry fift CieKing, * ! * / 
ofe praiſe for niartiall feats eternall fame reteines, 


ls So tA we Ly SP, oa Way 
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? 


Butherebefore thoſe ng well be ſetled ſure, 


- | VVhich ſeru'd in warres my Prince in Normandy, 


[nothing doubt then thou thy ſelfe ſhalt fall. _ 

[truſt toſee the time when thou ſhalcbe forgot; 

For why thy pride, and ponpe and power muſt yaniſh all, 

Thy name ſhall die for aye, and periſh quiteI wot. . 

And when thou ſhalt be counted but aſor, | 
Thenoble wights which liu'd and dide in worthy fame; 
In heauen and carth ſhall findan euerlalting name, 
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But words of courſe are theſe of Fortune had, 

When vnto Princes haps chance good or ill: 

Godſends to euery ſort theſe tempeſis ſad, 

Vhenfrom his word they fwarue and heauenly will, 

Men muſt endeuour then to pleaſe his goodnefle ill, 
And then comelife or death,come ioy, come finarr, 
NoFortunes frowne can daunt the doughty hart, 


The famous King ſo dead, his ſon but nine months old 
Henry the fixt, of England wasproclainzed King : 
And then the Frenchmen waxt more ſtout and bold, 
His youth occafion gaue them to.confpire the thing, 
Whichmight them all from due ſubjeCion bring. 
Onwhich the Colinſell cald aParliament : 
OfFrench that might the treaſons high preuent, 


YTherein the Duke of Bedford my good Lord and frend 
VVasRegentmade the Prince his deputy in France: 
The Duke of Gloceſter ProteRour was, to th'end 
Torule in caſes ſuch at home might hap to chance : 
They choſe to gard the Prince in honour to'aduance 
Henry Beuford Biſhop of V Vincheſter, 
And Thomas the noble Duke of Exceſter. 


(Asgrettaffaires of Kingdomes longer time doe take) 
The Frenchmen did by treaſon, force, and coine procure 
Some townes which Engliſh-were in France their faith forſake; 
Along diſcourſe it were of all recitall make: 
But of my chance thattime, recite will I, 


Befote 


480 Ser Nicholas Burdet. 
Before the Mount S, Michaelas in fiege lay, - 
In confines ofthe NormansandtheBritons land, i: - 
From towneſmen famiſht nigh we vitailes keptaway, 
And made them oft in danger of diſ-Mounting and: 
Bur it being ſtrong and alſoſtoutly man'd, 

Euen by our loſſes they gate heatt of graſle, 

And we declining ſaw what Fortune was, - 


Yetmerethelefſe we thoughtby famine make themyeeld, 

Eke they by fight or ſuccours hopte the ſiege to raiſe, 

T accompliſh which they ruſht on ſuddenout to feeld, 

As bentto die or win the wanted food with praile : 

And weasreadie were for thematall aſſaies, ' 4 || 
Theſe eager impes whom foodwant feaz'd to fight amaine, 
VVe forc'd themdie, fall, flie, to'take their fort againe, 


VVhere Linchaſepurſu'd them euen to the towne, 
Tane priſoner was, a while forranſome lay ; ' 
But then the worthie Duke the Regent of renowne, 
Did for me quite disburſethe pricerequir'd to pay, 
The fiege we rais'd, from thence we went our yay, - 
AndlI redeemed bare this blanke inmind, » 
Till of requiteI might occaſion find, oc 


VVhich thus ere long befell, tothisa while giue cate 5+ 
VVhen ArthurEarle of Richmond toS, [aques came 
De Beuuron where my ſelfe and other Captaines were, 
V'Vhich had repared well and fortifi'd the fame, 
VVe made him flie, to his immortallſhame : : 
Euen thus to him and fortie thouſand moe, 
Fiue hundred Engliſhgaue the ouerthroe. 


Long while he batterie laid againſt the wall, 
Thereby to make abreach for them to enterin : 
But well perceiuing till his ſhot to profit ſmall, 
And that we weigh not of his powera pin, 
On euery fide afreſh he did th'aſſault begin : 
Yet we ſobare them off, and beate them downe, 
They durſt not ſeazeor enter on the towne. ' '' 


. A A a _ 


But 
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But wearied with the fiege and fault they pauſd a while,. 1: 
Conſulting what were beſt, and ſo did welikewiſe : THY 
They found the feate, they thought ſhould ſurcly vs beguile, 
Andin an euening came taccompliſh th'enterpriſe, | 
A ſharp affaule they gaue. Alarme my mates we riſe : 

On both the fidesthey ſcald, the fort togaines ' » ' 

But from the ſcales and walkes we flang them downe amaine, 


Itwas my charge that time to keepe a bulwarke bace, 
Where Britons came along toenter by a ſtrait : 
Twas ina bottome low, a pond wasbytheplace, 
By which they necdes muſt pafle P to:apoſterne gate. 
Imeantto make them fiſh the-poole withouta bait, 
Proteſting erethey there ſhould getthe wall 
We would as Engliſh die, or giue our focs the fall. 


The trumpets ſound tan tara, tan tan tararight, (chow, 
The guns were ſhot founce-founce-founce,fomp-fum,fow-pow- 
Thedrums went downe-dun downe, the fluitsfit-fite-fit-fite, + 
The weapons cliſh-claſh and the captainesnow-now now, 
With billes we beat the downe, with ſhafts we ſhot thent. throw; 
The gory grounddid groant, the ſmoky ſhorand cries 
Dimd all Centre; hn thundredthrou the'skies. - 


$. Deniſe cride the Fretich, and Britons plabe-labee, 

S. George the Engliſh cride, fight-fight-fight,kill-kilE-kill: 

Fght-Fohe (quoth 1) come on, they flee, _—_ they flee. 

Andtherewighall we vſe'apoint of warlike Kill, | 

We cauſd the men withinto crywntovs Mill,  - | 
Fight S»ffo/ke now, fight-fight and Salsbury: 
Fight fight younoble Earles, the Bricons flee they flee, 


Withthat amazed all the Britons ganrecoile, | - - 
Some drowned .imthe pond;wherin they ran for feare, 
AndIpurſu'd the flight, towreckemy capriuefoile; - 
Wepaid them in the chaſe diſordredasthey were, 
Seven hundred flew, tooke fifty priſners there, 
Gaind eighteene ftanderds, and one banner more: 
YetT aud'mine norfully.were —_— 1 
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Of this exploit when th'Earle ofRichmond heard, -- -- ; 
Which gaue an hot aſſault on th'other fidethe towne,;-/!! 11+) 
No leffe was he diſpleaſde, amazed,then affeard, -': - | 
To heare the names of thoſe two Earlesof high renowne, --| / 
His guilty courage quaild; his heart was danted downe,: «© ://! 

He cauſde the trumpers ſound retraitawayz-! 2:7; {25d 16) 

Toſcake ourywalles he durftnolongerflay,/t: oil3 010 ft aud 


At midnight he diflodgd, from fiege he made depart. --: - // ;| 
The Conſtable of my late FarlzofRichmond) fled, motly; 
And toward Fougiers ſped, with ſuchas tookehisparrt, ::* +1, | 
For haſte perhaps with fearelcft he ſhould loſe his head, ic » 1 
They left ans T6" pipes of flqwre and bisketbread, (i »: 
Greate gunnes foureteene, three hundred pipes of wine, * 
Two hundred frailes of figs and raiſons fine, | 


Fiue hundred barrelsthey of herring left befidey''i -10 011th 1 
Of pouder for our gunnesfull forty barrels more; 1141, 
They fled without their tents, the dafterdsdurſtnot bide,' 7 
For feare they could not ſtay, to take away their ſtore.  : -/ 
Haue you oft heard the like, of cowards ſuch before? -\.i |, 
Thoſe fortythouſand; Britods, French jþabd Soo, 1107. 5/1 
Foure ſcore themfoiled,atade thenifleedike:fors, i': |. 10 


When this, that nobleman, the Duke of Bedford heard, 

How Idid quit my ſelfe, and ſeru'd my Prince fo well, 

He me procured ofthe King as greatreward . - 08 1t-2e gt 

As my deſerts could wiſh; and morethetruth totell, /-- 2:1: tf 

Chiefe Butlerſhip of Normandy-vnto me fell; : :; ; tug 2" 
Revenuescke inNortandy of lands, 
A thouſand crownes cameyearely to my hands. 


Tafter this was ſenttomakeinrode-. '! ©; !': | 1421, 

Vpon the coaſt of Britaine; for ro-bateitheir pride,'-.. 

A band of horRmemtooke without abode!) ii} > | 

The Duke of Sqmmerſet made metheir guide, 

To many townes about their bounds we ride : 

Set themranfire, ormade them ranſom pay, . //'/2 *- 

Tooke ſtore of prifners, wraughtthetumuch ce. = 4 
X TA c 
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Returned viRtours ſafeto.Normandyz1 L (4! 1+» 
With good ſucceſle, for why the cauſe was good: +1: | 
And of our Prince were guerdond gratefully 
With laud and gifts, as for our ſeruice ſtood;: 
This makes the Captaines venture life and bloog,: : 

And ſouldiersſerue with heart in what they may, 

Which are aſſurd ofhonour, praiſe, and pay, ' 


Yee worthy wights aliue, which loue your Countreis weale, 
And for your Princes port ſuch warres doe vndertake, : - 
Learne fl for Countrey yours with forraine foes to deale, 
See that of manhood good, ſe greataccounts yt make. : 
I nothing vailes in peace, to {weare, tur, face or crake-; 

In warres he winnes the fame ofnoble wight -:- 

Who warlike dealcs, for Prince arid publique right, 


Yfyou fo painted be,toſerue your Prince in wat, -' 

As rſt was]; andmuſtbefore the muſtercake;;- '' 

Retaine ſuch ſoulgiers as well made; Rrong, ſeemely ar, 

Brought vp to labour hard, of ſuch account doe make ; 

Theſe ableare at neede'to ſtand and keepethe Rake, : - 
When facing foiſtersfit for Tiburatfraies:-! ©: 


Are food-fick faift; or hart-ficki run heir waies, 2-42 bay 


Athome a man naay.find a number cuery day, . 


Which weare their weapons ftill, as allthe world were war, 


Andkeepe a ggile;to;beart the beſtofbladesaway;:: .. :: 


VVith bucklersþraueathbacks;toſhew wharmentheyares. :” nf 
In peace at home:theyſweate, ſtare; foilt, roift, fight, and jar: * 


But when abroad they ſeare of warres the ſmart, 
Some betrer ſouldiersproue from driuing cart, : :: 


In warres +6 fer (aac) andweapobs bauc 5, bomens 512 06 


VVhen warlike ſtonwesdorage baſtenies awailikeinangics- 


Inpleaſant peacewhoſershimſelfe ro banding braue, 
And facin g fares at home; abroaddoe nothing can, '! 


(Though .nere fo awehheboaſt) fieonhim coward than : -: biidh 
For not in gauntlet, ſwgrd,targ;cathes; haire, Razingeyes: 
5279) 1eetuend yl 
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Buthere perhas(you tay) Ifall anotetoolow,: -:i! 51 

Beneath the perfonsof theſe worthy Peeres and me... 

Tis true indeed,and yetfuch fruite hereof may _ J 

As eke the meane hereby, hisiarring out may fee. © | : 

Without good meant, the ſong can neuerſweetly gree, |-'': :; [7 
Leaue out the meane,orlethimkeepenotune + | 
And you ſhall ſing when Eaſter fallesinlune:; 


Euen ſo, ifmeaner ſorts doe ——_ andiar | 
To languiſh vader Mars, burfill good peace with fight; 
As diſcord foule in muficke, ficthey forthe war : © {2159 
They neuer can atchieuethe victory aright.. | (2 38413 958 
Lead ſuchas fquare or feare, then farewell all, good night;. ' - | 
A ſheepe is euen as good to ſtarting ſtand andbea :- 
As he thatiangles, wrangles,rangles, runnesawea..- 


Then whoſo deates for warre, muſt wifely'niake his mare," :! 
And chooſe ſuch ſouldiers tour will iffe in warfare fland;': - * 
Ifhe not recke what ruſhan roifters take his party 5 
He weeldes vnwiſcly then themace of eFfer+inhand;. 
He muſtbe ableeke,to deemefor ſeaand land: : 
What men may ſcrue,;to beſtaduantage make; ' i Vo 
And them inftru& fine watlike points to take, *- A 


With skilfull knowledge fraight hemuſtbe void offeate;. © - 
Of wiſedom fo diſcreere, fo tober, graueand ſage, wie 
To deeme, perceiue; abide, aduenturesbothto $ 244 51 441 
As may inall exploits :offight withFortunewage#” tl tt 
He muſt haue artin vre, and vſenortrulebyrages 5! 
Wile dealing ſers-the ſouldiers ſure in ray, . 

Wilde ouer raſhnefſe caſteth all away : 


The cauſe, ground, place andtime, theorderof their fighes,: ” " 

The valour of his foes, and wharis theirinrent, 

The weather faire oxfoule, occaſion ofthenights, 

What witty wilesand policies may them prevent, | 

And how ehetime or ſtore ofth'cnmieshath been ſpent: | 
Allcheſe (Ty) muſt wellbewaide before; 2 10 7” 
By him that ſets inoviarresof exeditfiorey;; lt of « 
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Inall which _ that noble Duke his grace did paſſe, 

Imeane the Regent good, for chufing, viing men, 

By nature fram d thereto, he wondrous skilfull was, 

And friendly vſedall, inftruting now and then 

Not only Capraines ftour, that were his countrie men, 
But alſo ſundrie ſouldiers as occafion came, 
And taught them how to warres themſclues to frame. 
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His princely grace and gefture yet me thinkes I ſee, 
And how he bare himſelfe, to deale for warre or peace : 
In warre full £fars-like, hardie, terne, and bold was he: 
And meek and prudent, merciful,when ſtormes of wars did ceaſe : 
Whom pitie mou'd as much inflicted painesto releaſe, 
Aseuer wight in whom thebroiles of watre 
Or force of fights, had entred in fo far, 


VVhich if againe to rue the lofle of ſuch afriend, 

Iaſight with plaints, of teares the fountaines out might flow 

Soall lamenting Muſes would me wailings lend, 

The dolours of my heart inſight again to ſhow : 

I would deplore his death, and Englands cauſe of woe, 
With ſuch fad mourning tunes,and ſuch ſobs,fighes,and teares 
As were not ſeene for one, this ten times twentie yeares, 


For why this noble Prince, when we had needed moſt, 
Toſer the ſtates of France and Englandin aftay, 
That feared was of foes in euery forren coaſt, 
Tooſoone (alas) this Duke wastaken hence away. 
InFrance he di'd, helaſſe lament his loſſe we may, 

That Regentregall, rule ofpublique right. 

Lochow my hurts afreſhbeweepe this wanted wight. 


* With that his wounds (me thought) gan freſhly bleed, 
* And he waxt faint4ndfell, and my faltreares. 
*Ran downe mp rufull cheekes, with trickling ſpeed, 
: {a _ could chuſe that I _ _ _ _ 
© O worthie Knight (quorh 1) whoſe loyall faitha S2 
* Ceaſe mole oo. inftrutmy avert g n=. Joop 
©* 'Totellthereſt of Fortunes —_— then, 
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I haue (quoth he) notFortunesflatterie to accuſe, ': 
Nor Fate nor Deſtinie, nor any fanciefaind z' 2 > 
T haue no cauſe raffirme that theſe could oughtmiſuſe: /- : ++; 
This noble Prince,whoſe life 8& aQts fuch fameand honour gaind,: 
But our deſerts, our finnes,andour offences ſtaind: /  .. '/ 

This noble Ile and vs, our ſinnes (I ſay) 

Offending God, he tooke this Prince away. 


Helafſe how loth can Treturne, and leaue this pearle in Roane - 
My Lord /ohn Duke of Bedford, there his corpsyer lies ©] 
Encloſd with coſtly tombe, wrought curiouſly of tone, 
By North the altar high (Ig mavy Martiall eyes) 
Within our Ladie Church, where fame him lifts to skies, 

By daily view his name renoum'd exaltedis, 

And ſoule, Itruſt, full fweetly fweamesin bliſle; 


Needs muſt Tenterline my talke a while with this : 
And thenI will returne to tell youhow I ſped. | iy 
When once the Frenchmen faw this noble Duke to mifle, ' 
Which Engliſh armies all gainſt foes with fortunes led 
They liu'd at large, rebeld againſt their ſoucraigne head, 
Forſooke their oathes, allegeance all denide, 
And Engliſhmen with all their force defide. 


While he didliue, they durſtnot ſotodeale,' - 
They durſt not dare with th Engliſh oft to fraie, 
They found it was not for their owne of publique weale, _ 
Toriſe againſt their Lord the Regent in arraie. 
Soone after he was dead, departed hence awa 
Both French and Normanes cloſe to win ig, cloſe, 
And we diuided were, our rights abroad to loſe, 


The feend (I thinke): deuiſde a way tomake the breach, 

By enuic bredin breaftsoftworight noblePeeres, 

Which miſchiefe hatchrinEnghand, then may teach 

Allnoble men that liue, hence many hundred yeares, 

Beware of Enuieblacke; how far the deares. ; ; ----- 
Euen theigexamples tell, how true our Chriſt doth fay: | 
Each realme, tawn&houſe, in ciuil frife;ſball deſalatedecty: 


' Perdie 
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Perdiethe Duke of Yorke wasRegetit made of France, 

At which the Duke of Sommerſet did much repine, 

He thought they rather ought him ſo t'aduance 

King Hemries kin, for honour of his Princely line : 

But marke the grape which grew on this vngracious vine, 
I will not fay it after ftroid their lines and houſes nie, 
But this I fay, we daily ſaw diſhonour came thereby, 
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Forthough the hauty Nuke were worthy it to haue, 

As well for courage good as yertues honour due : 

Yetfith to th Nuke of Yorke th'eleQion firſt it gaue, 

And he thefaddle miſt, whatneeded he to rue ? 

When tumults great and turresin France yet daily grew, 
Henild the Regent hence diſpatcht in many daies : 
That loſſe might win him hurt, or long ditpraiſe, 


Wild wengand on ſuch ire, wherby the realme doth loſe, 

What gaine haue they, which heaue at honour ſo? 

Athome diſdaine and greefe, abroad they friend their foes, 

Imuſt be plaipe in that which wrought my websof woe, 

My webs (quoth.I?) would God they 7 Ann no moe, 
It was the cauſe of many a bleeding Engliſh breſt, 
Andto the French, their end of woefull warres addreſt, 


Idare auouch if they had firmein friendſhip bode, 
And ſoothly as beſcemdioin'd frendly band with hands, 
They had not felt defame inany forraine rode, 
Nor had not ſo beene ſent, with loſle from Galliaftrands : 
They mightpoſleſſion kept, till of their.couquerd lands, 
And able been to tride themſelues ſo true, 
As might haue mage theirenmies {till torue, 


For while the Duke of Sommerſet made here ſo great dolaies, 
Thatinto France the ſuecours ſmalland flackly came, 
Not only Paris then was loſt, within few.daies, . 
That famous flowre:of France, of far renowned fame, 
The French (I fay) not onely gat avd kept he ſame, 

But by this meanes, in France we dailyFfelt ſuch ſmart, 
As might with pitie pierce an Wa hart, . 
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O greatmiſhap, the noble Duke of Bedfordonce being dead, * 
Our wealth wentbacke, by diſcords foule deſpite weloſt 

| 


Not only townes in France, and Captaines armies led, 

But many ſouldiers eke with labour, ſpence and coſt : 

And though full oft we made the French men ſmell ofthe roft, 
Yetin . + end we gaine of fight the fame, 
And they by craft and treaſon gate the game. 


What reſteth more, it were, perdie, too long totell, 
Ofbartels greatand broiles which bappened daily ill, 
The ftories eke declare aduentures which befell : 
Although (God wot) the writers wanted points of skill, 
Of whom to ſpeake a while, digrefle againe I will, 

And partly ſhew what one he ought to be, 

Which takeson him to write an Hiftorie. 


A Chronicler ſhould well in diuers tongues be ſeene, 

Andekeinall the arts he ought to haue a ſight, 

Whereby he might the truth of divers ations deeme, 

And both ſupplie the wants, correQthat is not right : 

He ſhould haue eloquence, and full and fitly write, 
Not mangle ſtories, ſnatching heere andthere ; 
Nor gloſe to make a volume great appeare. 


He ſhould be of ſuch countenance and wit, 
As ſhould giue witnefle to the Hiſtories he writes, 
He ſhould be able well his reaſons ſo to knit, 
As ſhould continue well the matter herecites : 
He ſhould not praiſe, diſpraiſe, for fauour or deſpites, 
But ſhould fo place each thing inorder due, 
As might approue the ſtories tobe true, 


But this may haps the time may ſecke atlength redrefle, 
And then ſuch ſtories now and noble acts as die, 

May come againe to light (atleaſt defacedlefle) 

If from the Britaines firſt antiquities they trie, 

In great defeRs if they the truth ſupplie, 
Then ſhall the readers fuller tories find, 
And haue whereby to recreate the mind, 
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Butnow returhe Imuſt, and brieflpheere dedare 510) 1 2 
Before my death, what ſundriehaps wehad;> |: | 7 
Ja warres right variouſly the ſtates of Captaines fare, 
Now well, now woe, now ioyiell now right ſad; 
But who well ends, thoughall his haps werebad, 
Lethim erſtfinkeor ſwim, loſe;win, beflaine, die, fall, 
Ifhe die well, h'is thrice and foure times bleſt of all. 


InFrance eight leagues from Paris, Pontoiſe ſtands, 
weene that and Roane) which we had won before :- 
And fo we held it Engliſhfafely in our hands, :: 
For to our Prince the men allegeance ſwore, 
Andthey remain'd obedient euermore, 
Till from their neckes to reaue the Engliſh yoke, 
They might find meanesby whom to ftrikethe ſtroke. 


When theſe ſaw Paris loſt, and cities moe beſide, 
And what in France and Normandie reuolts had done, 
Theythought no longer ſubieQro abide, | 
But ſought occaſion how they might by French be won. 
Asof our lofle reports did dailyto themrun, | 
So with King Charles th'agreed when to betray the towne, 
And force the Engliſhflee, or yeeld, or beate them downe, 


For why, the powre of France could not with mightic hoſt 
Performe to win by force fromvsth'affaultedtowne, 
Them ſcaling often from the walles we toft. 
On euery fide full faft we flang the French men downe. 
Ournoble ats before had gotten ſuchrenowne, 
And Fortune erſt hadpaſt with vsſo farre, - 
' They had mall hope to win ourforts by warre. 


Wherefore King Charles afſai'd the ſecret faur, 

Notby his force of French, but by his golden fee, 

Corrupting diuers Burgeſes to make the faur, 

Whereby an entrie ſhould te his oppugning bee : 

And they (as erft is ſaid) were willing to agree, 
Likeperiur'd theeues confſpird by ſecretfine device, 
GauePontoiſe vp, and vookerhe promiſtprice, 


But 
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But in Nouembernextwhenſit veas ſliarpeand doldyirro ©: -: 7 
And daily froſt had dri'dandparchedhard theground,::-.---;\, 7 
We were in hope againe to/get of Pontoiſe hold, | 
Which erſt the towneſmen ſold, for gaine of many apound 
The ſnow fell faſt, lay thicke, and couered well the ground, 

And ditches were Tohard about'the townebefrare, :::j. 

That on the ice by euery fide we ſafely niight getore..,, 


The Lord [ohn Clifford was chiefe Captaine then, 
Which with vs Captaines did this policie deuile, - 
That we in clothing white anddouldiers every man, 
Should in our armour finely ys diſguiſe: - :1 - '; 
The next night ſo we ſhould tothe aflault ariſe, 
Andpaſle the frozenditch vnto the wall, 
With ladders ſcale, and kill the watchmen all, 


We ſo prepar'd our ſeluesas time.occafion/gaue; F 

And dreſt in white coats trim,itioy'dour hearts to ſee : 

How fine we paſt the ditch, what good ſucceſſe we haue: 

How on the walles we find the watch nigh frozenbees' +1»: : 

As noble Greekes on Troy, on Pontoiſe ſealon'd wee,:i 12. 
Weſlew the watch, we beat'theſouldiers downe, | 
Somepriſners tooke, and tooke withall the cowne, 


Offtately CaptainesFrench, Was Johrde Uillers one . _ , 
Within the taken towne, and Nerrebon a Knight :; : 
Burgunion : yet they fled, awaythey gatethem gone: 
They durſt natbide againſt the blanchedboyes to fight, 
We paid the periur'd knaves the Burgeſles that night, - 
And gat as much ofhonotand renowne .:! _;- ttt + 1 
As they gat ſhame and loſle, which boughtand fold the towne, 
Marke well the French mens foiles inall our worthie warre-- 
In theſe two regall Herries times, and youſball ſee- :; - | 
How we ſurpa the French in valour farre 21;(! _-- 111 / Tt OI TIO 
And bend forPrince and Realme 9 yaliantforto-bee xj! 
Which if ye ſhall, and dealein ſeruiceas did wee, 
Inothing doubtrenowne and fame ſhallfay, : ; ; -. 
That noble England beares for warres the palme away- 


. 


But When King Charles had heard how Pontoiſe men had ſped;; 
His armie traightafſembled he therefoteagaine;; - 2 21H 
Wherewith towinthis towne afreſhthrafſaulthe led, - +1 
He piners ſects trenclijand yadenmige amaine; -/! nmol 11! +7 
Made baſtitesFor-defence, yet!allthistoile was yaines; 7, 1:4 
For batterie of our walles he tyenc liispowder Rill, - . |} 
Made freſhly French aſſaults, burdid no Hy - - ©: 274 


The noble Duke of Yotke diſcharged late before, ;; :- 4:1; 517 
When nowthe Earle'of Warwicke chanſ{tatRoane to die; .-- [7 
Bcing Regent choſen onceagaine of France, as yore, - -/ 
(ThEarle of Warwicke Regent was two yeatesperdie) 
Arriu'd in France, to raufe the French King he did hie, 

(Which lay beljeging Poatoiſe;as Laid) ) +.) 4 

VVith himto fight, aadcketo bring vsaidee@.” - 


The French King fled; for haſte he left his ore behind : 
VVhen he was once affix'd the Duke of, Yorke drue neare,, 
He durſt not ſtay to bide the:time-orplaceaſiign'd ©}; 
Tofight our Regent with; butfled away for feare..' ;, +; 
By theſe aſlaies you ſee what men in France they were, 
Diſcourag'd oft,ſlaine; putroflightand fall: - 
By fight, force, fight, and names of numbers finall.. .. , ., 


There when the Duke had fortifi;d qurNgntoife towne,,; [i / * 
Then he purſu'd the French King erſt that fled, !'-* -- - 
ToPoyfly, where helay with Lords of Frenchrenowne. *_ - 
Before which townie, the Duke hisnoble armigled 3 4 - 11 * 
The French King: durſknotourofPRoyily put hishead: FLUTISO 27; 
And yet there came toskirmi renchgentlemery, 
Of which ſonte-ſlaine, foure tare, thereſtxetir'd agene.\. 


TheDuketobid him batcelldidipretepd, ' 1 7 nm 

Ihe could there gncounterwith him-tho > 1: 1 Ge) +11 

But forth againe bedurſ not come nor ſend, » 03 03699; 39 

For feare he ſhould rectiue the fpile and guerthrop.. 

On which the Duke diladg'd, departingPBoylly fox... - 
To Maunt, and Reancy fromhence bis grace did hie,, ' .. - 
T appeaſe che bteiles of firiferin Normandice:) -r;, 1! 1+ An 
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But then the French King calling vnto-mind his lofle, 

His charges in the ſiege, his baſtiles trenches made, 

How erſt we did themthence, ſans bag and bagage toſle, 

Eke how from ſiege he durſt not Ray the ſtore 4 4 

And how their Fortunes oft, infight wentretrograde, 
How neighbours ill to Paris, we of Pontoile were : 
He caſt ade his French and fainting feare., 


The rather yet, for why, Parifiensaye didraile, 
They faid he wanted courage good, hedurftnorfight, 
He lackt no ſouldiers , his feeble heart did faile : 
Le Roy (quoth they) du France, les Anglors point nennit : 
Le Roy ne ofe pas pour Pontoiſe faireponr ſuit - 

Le Roy eft Loard, ſans cuenr : car pen de gens, 

Fait notre Roy & pais faire grande diifens, 


On this King (h«r/esreturn'd with mightie hoſt, 
To vindicate this great _ and ſhame: . 
And vnto Pontoiſe gaue affaultin poſt 
Full hotly, when we fearedleaſt the ſame. ©. 
Whereon, to fight againſt him all our force we frame, 
But number greatatth'entrie got ſuch hand, 
We could not forth againe their force aband, - 


VVith trumpets ſounding; tan tan-taraloud: ' 

The larum bell we rung, our ſelues to trie diſpoſe, 

To make them pay the price of our diftrefle we-yow'd, 

Before we would poſſeſſion got,of Pontoiſe loſe: 

In euery ſtreet weinet the rengrth of all our foes, 
And made thempaſſeby deadly dint away,” © ' © 
VVhich ventured firſt our Engliſh martes to ſlay, 


VVhy now my friends, for England fight, I'cri'd;. 
If euer Engliſh hearts your noble brefispolſeR, *** 7 
Ipromiſe you to make them flinch, if I may bide: 

Mactes follow me. Amongſt my foes Iruſht before thereſt: 
O heere come on (quoth I) now fight we forthebeſt, ' 
And therewithallI vs'd ſuch courage; force and might: 
As made my foes to fall; and ſouldiers filyfight, © 


Sir N icholas Burdet. 
[fe doleeſe (quath-1) the French denilnlloe galoe: 
Foif we my tisworththewhile to keepe array.) 

Fye ſtand tiff Y to't, weele make them peazethe paine,'; 
hod leade with lofſe of liuely limbesthelaud away. 

' Although they fiercely fight, in-hope vsall to ſlay :: 

Loe fixe to-one they fall, and dead they lie: .- 

We Engliſhmen, intriumph fight,and honor die... 


With bloodie broiles of warre, the haplefſe towne did finoke, *- 
The children faw their fathers deare, to bleed their laſt: 
The wiues bewailed much the facall ttroke, © 1.51 
Which forſt their husbands bleed;fall; diefo fats IN 
Helas the women cri'd, the wofull Areers chat paſts 32 
hen ſo they faw the charinelsbloodie Rreaine) 
What plague ishis, that peſters ſo our Reame? 


no remorce oflife; but kill, Kin; Kilts{ Wee We 2 
Kill, kill the Engliſh crie, and yaliandyt _cTETTETS 
Whathap had weto ſee theſe miſchiefes come to paſſe?” 
Helas te fon de nous amis, la mort helas : © 
The maidens crie, the widowes waile, anda caged mourne, 
With wiinging hands vplift, and wiſhthe clues) ynborne, 


os 


Ofrsone thouſand Engliſhmen within the towne, 
Suſtain'd the force, the powre and = uifſance of their King : 
Andof the French that = eate threethouſand di mae, 
Weflew hb teffe, fot all the number he did bring- - 3's 
Vitikvarrue thidl ſcene, diſcredit mineto ting) 
APrench Hiftotianwriting forthemſcluesdh [: 
Three thouſand French menthere; wereſlaine that vo 


Foure hundred Engliſhmenthat ——— 
My ſclfe was one; with lofſe'theywan thowowpapir 
ButifL t as Chand botbri 
With one Sg her: 1 
Idoubtnor Go the reſt, would done their: among 
But that King Charles hig Lords; nor his men, Dt 21 
hauczanetherawacgtPi 


ould ſearee ter 16d 
"What: 


Fc % Þ %, ' . = « 
4-94. Shores wife, 
VVhat need Iry6re debareof theſe thingehetsj//) -\- 5! © 
In England was the fault, though we did feelethe ſmart; 
VVhile they at home; at bate and ſtrife for honors were, 
They loſt abroad of Normandiethe greaterpatt?! '. - 
To thinke on this tormentsagaine my wounded hart, .. FP 
Thar Lords at home, ſhould firiueabour the name; 2-i| - 
Andloſeabroad their countries wealeand fame;:'/- i -//\/ 


toes. cas nt ec .oouasx 


Let Engliſh Peeres abandon ſuch contentious ſtrife, 

It hurts the publike weale, decayes the State : 

Ir reaues the yeares too ſoone ah > ionadienoinad 

It frersthe breſt with ruſt of baend debate x1, ;; jj 74 {11-11 

It gives the checke to him that giues the mate :__ oy 
Then thus I end, that wight of all is bleſt -; ,,..-! 


VVhich lives in loue with God, his Princeand countrie bet, 


So Higins if thou write, how thismy fal 1 befell , 
Place it in Baldweves Mirtour with the reft, '. 
From crazed ſcull fith heere my mindTrell:' © | ©? 
Sich bleeding heart theſe rufull rimesexpreſt:* © 
This mangled tale beſeemes my perſon beſt, 
Doſo (quorh he) and letit pailc euen thus 3» day 


MOLE OCTTVY fs: V+ 


Vinit (quoth I) po#t funera virtue. ' < | 
Es a. Joby Higin, | 
5 T My U i: FY 4 : | 


HOW SHORES WIFE,KING. EDWARD |} 
THE FOVRTHS.» CONCVBINE; «WAS! 
by King Richarddeipoiledef all ber goods,atid forced /: 


to doe open Perances: > 


YER Monaehereſt, by Fortune ouettlirownez3:':i/ 1593 

0 2 :Tamnot leaſt;tharmeſtriiay vWaile hee face 5115! 171; 

GR My faticandbrute;abtoid the'iworld isblowne;''* 

PASAY VVhocanforget;a thing thus doneiſolate? 7 

My great miſcharice;myfall; and heduieRate; 2:i: ol) (o1tt ll 

Is ſuch a marke, whercateachicobgue.doth ſhoe): 311: 51 
Sot 


LS _ «© + -£©£<. a 


#3 
__ Thatmygoodnamie, isptuckrepbyzheroor] 52357) {ſ07ls | 


— 
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And won my wits, with wantonſugred ioyes: ,:'- 
In Fortunes frekes, who truſts herwhen ſhe ſiniles; 
Shall find her falſe,and full of fickle toyes, 1 + 


x s * - 
8 : z#+Þ - 


Her triumphesall, buefill our.cares withaoile;!, [!:'! [1:11 57 $ 
Herflattring gifts, argpleaſugesmixowith paine, :!: |/1- 4; 


to 4 


Yea, all her words, are thunders thtcatning raide.. /: 


The fond deſire, that we in glorie ſer; 


Doth thirle our hearts,rahopeinflipper ha "M : 5 _ YES 


Ablaſt of pompe, is alldhefruirwegerz>-! i; ,-- '!- 
And vnder that, lies hid aſuddenclapo 3:1! oft 
Iaſecking reſt, ynwares we fallintrap,  -*! 1 


Ingroping flowres, with tiettles ſtung weare, + - 
Inlabring long, we reapethe.cropof care; 0: 51, :12 42 


Ohdarke deceit, withipalnreT fave forſhoj.rl} {11:2 ol; 2) not 
Oh poiſned bait, that makes ys eaggettiH[5%;10 1, too! UF 


Oh fained friend, deceiuing/people fo; ©. i: 1! 
Oh world, of thee, we carinot{peake tooill ::c - | 


Yet fooles we are, thathend foitoghyskill;: 17: 5" !4 - nideld 


-— 


The plague MOT i” TU IRIIIv feele, 


Should warme the wite;toiſhum thy whirling wheel. 


But who can top, the treame that runnesfull ſivift ?.'// .! 


Orquench the fire, that is crept intheftraw? -- 


Thethirſtie drinkes, there tsxnacother;ſhife, | +: ooo; 


MD: { 
= $- 44 


Perforce is ſuch, that need aheyesnio lawn i 1) 11 + ttt 


Thus bound we are, in worldlyyokes to-draw,  - 
And cannot ſtay,norturne againein'time, .:.: -:: 
Norlearne of thoſe, that ſought ta@ high ta clime, 


Myfelfe for proofe, locheere Inawappeare, |; 

In womans weed, with weepingcwatredeyes; 

That bought her youth! and herdelights full deare, 
Whoſe loud reproch, doth ſound ynto the skies, 
And bids my corſe; oytof the grave torife, : |: 


| Asonethat may. ngerhideherfaces] 6.2613 26013 2! 
| But needsnuſtcome,anddhexchet pirjousgales: 1/7 
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This wandring world; bewirched me withwiles: - ->::(1 


- 8 fl 
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The ſheete of ſhame, wherein I ſhrowded yas, 
Did moue meoff, to plaine before this 6 

Andin mine earesdidring the trumpe of brafle, 
Which is defame, that doth each thing bewray. 


Yea though full dead, andlowin Iky, ':- 
I heard the voice, ofme what peoplefaid, ' 
But then to ſpeake, alas Iwas afraid. - _. 


And nowa time, formel ſee prepar'd, 

I heare the liues, and falles of many wights : 

My tale therefore, the better maybehard, + 

For at the torch, the little candle _ Bit eoil a 

Where pageantsbe,ſmall things fill outthe fights. 
Wherefore giueeare,good Churchyjard dothy beſt, 
My tragedie, to place among the relt, 


Becauſe che truth, ſhall witnes well with thee, 

I will rehearſe, in order asitfell, - -- - >: '; 

My life, my death, my dolefull deſfinie, 

My wealth, my woe, my doing cuery deale, 

My bitter blifle, wherein Hong did dwell: 27 29lo0i2s! 
A whole diſcourſe, by me'Sboreswife by name; - 511-1 | 
Now ſhalcthou heare;as thou halt ſcene the ſame.;: |: / 


Ofnobleblood, I cannot boaſt my birth, 

ForI was made out of the meanelt mold, 472 97h; | 
Mine heritage, but ſeuenfoot ofthearthy.  +>:/1i1l) 511111157 | 
Fortune ne gaue, to me the giftsof yold +: 1: /(; 12) 27 3910118 
But I could brag, of nature if Iwold, : © i 547 +11 11a 


Who fil'd my face, with fauour freſh and faire, # 
Whoſe beautie ſhone, like Phebwc in the aire. 


My ſhape ſome ſaid, wasſeemelyto each fight, 1 363 MLM . 
My countenance, did ſhew a ſober grace, -' / + #4 9 
Mines eyes in lookes, were neuerproued light, 
My tongue in words was chaſt ineuery caſe, 
Mane eares were deafe, and would no louers place, 

Saue that, alas, a Prince'didblotmybrow,,'//- :: 


Loe, there the ftrong;did maketheweake tobow. , 


ay . * fed tat toc 


"The 


Shopes wife. 


The maieſty, thatKings topedplebeare,. --. 
The _—_ the awfull cheere they ſhow, - 


Doth make the meane, to ſhrink and couch for feare, 


Like as the hound, that doth his maſter know : 

What then ? ſince I, was made vntothe bow, 
Thereis no cloke, can ſerue to hide my fault: 
For Tagreed, the fort he ſhould aſſault, 


The Eagles force, ſubdues ech bird that flies, 

What metall may, refiſt the flaming fire? 

Doth not the Sun; daxell the cleareſt cies, 

Andmelt the ice, and make the froſt retire? 

Who can withſtand, a puifſant Kings defire ? 
The ſiffeft ones,are pierced through with tooles, 
The wiſeſt are, with Princes made butfooles, 


inde had wrought, my forme in commonframes; 
Andſetme forth, in colourgbþlacke and browne, 
Orbeautic had, beene percht in Phobwflames, 
Or ſhamefaſt waies, had pluckt my fethers downe, 
Then had I kept, my fame and good renowne : 
For natures gifts, were cauſe of allmy =_ 
Apleaſantprey, entiſeth many a thiefe. 


Thus woe to thee, that wrought IIS | 


Byclothing mie with natures tape | 
Woe worth the hew, wherein my face was dide, 
Which made me thinke, I pleaſed euery eye. 
Like as the ſtarres, make menbehold the skie, 
So beauties ſhew, doth make the wiſe full fond, 
And brings free harts, full oft to endlefle bond, 


But cleare from bla4e, my ftends can notbe found, 
beforemy time, my youth they did abuſe : 
Inmariage, a prentiſe was I bound, | 

Thenthat meere love, I knew nothow to vie, 
Butwelaway, that cannotme excuſe, 

The harme is mine, though they deuiſde my care, 
AndImuſt ſmart, ayd — ſnare, 


498 Shores wife. 


Yet giuemeleaue, toplead my cauſe atlarge : 
If = the horſe, do _ be + his 0 
Or any thing that —_ nue in charge, 
Do breake their courſe, where Rulers may take place: 
Or meat be ſet, before the hungries face, | 
Who is in fault? th'offender yea or no, 
Or they thatare, the caule of all this wo. 


Note well what ftrife, this forced mariage makes, 
What lothed liues, do ceme where loue doth lacke, 
What ſcratching breers,do grow vpon ſuch hrakes, 
What common weales, by itare _—_ to Wracke, 
What heauie loade, is put on patients backs, 
What trangedelights,this branch of vice doth breed, 
And marke what graine, ſprings out ofſucha ſeed, 


Compell the hiauke, to fit thatis ynman'd; 

Or make the hound, yntaught to draw the Deere, 

Or bring the free, againſt his will in band, | 

Ot moue the ſad, a pleaſantrale to heere,. 

Your time is loſt, and you no whittheneere : 
Solouenelearnes, of force the knotto knit, 
She ſerues but thoſe, that feele ſweet fancies fit, 


Theleſle defame, redounds to my diſpraife, 

I was entift, by traines, and trapt by«ruft: . 

Thoughin my powre,remained yeas and nayes; 

Vnto my friends, yetneeds conſent I muſt, 

In euery thing, yealawfull or yniuft;. - 
They brake the boughes,and ſhakte the tree by ſleight, 
And bent the wand, that might hauc grownefull fireight: 


What helpe in this, the pale thus broken downe, 

The Deere muſt needs,in danger run aſtray : 

At me therefore, why ſhould theworld fo frowne? 

My weaknefſt made; my youth a Princes pray. 

Though wiſdome ſhould, the courſe of nature ſtay, 
Yet trie my cafe, wholiR, and they ſhallproue, 
 Theripeſt wits, areſooneftthrallesto laue, - 
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What need I more, tocleare my ſelfe ſomuch?,, F 

AKing me wan, and had meat his call,” 

His royall ſtate, his princely gracewas ſuch, - 

The hope of will, that women ſecke for all,. 

The eaſe and wealth, the gifts which were normally. 
Befieged meſo fironglyroundabbue,.: :-!- 21 > (121! T_T 
My powre was weake, Icould nothold himour, ' | 


Duke Hamnibal, in all his conqueſt griatz:: 

Or Ceſar yet, whoſe triumph did exceed; cial] 

Ofall their ſpoiles, whichmade chemFoile und ſan, - 14 

Were not ſo glad, to haueſoxich;ameed,. |;'- +. Y; 

As was this Prince, when Itohim agreed, Af, 051 | 
And yeeldedme; g-rntnendy-y wail T1 
As one that knew,,no-wey avaydo but vibes es 4 


TheNightingale, forall bis merry voyce,/ = 

Nor x Racks, tharfhlldelights. o ſing!:- 

Did neuer make, the hearexsſopeigyce,:: 11 [oo 1th 15412 

_ A5I with words, havemaderhlsremkie King: as its bt 
Incueriar'd, in tune waseweryRring,-: Nag 2142001 we 
Itempred ſo, 'fo,m my tongue topleaſe his eares;; j 
That whos Lai » WAS CUrrant euery WREIGe: -- 

e310 2697 4177 9G] A 


—_— wes an gadreas 

lavittie oak ightilaGandfiand;! --- v9 bas: oY 
ne 0 ies intuch 'a caſe; | .:-:- $1 
Thatto his death, I was his chizfelthand — 


m_— him, charanledallebie Conde Vie 212 6 _ 7 v7 


Ifrakethe ftroke,th: cane 04> oder 93 bipke 


Fiuſtice faid, thatiudgementayashurdeathy!cor co 106 y IV 

Withm ſweere.w zl&quld che Kin perfundey. zodotyy 

Andm chimpauſe, and zaketharrinaureeth gecorl: mot 

Till with ſuire, the fankarspeaaeiind pectin made to: 10 egy 9987} vid 
knew what way, to vie hin es dc $5: of [1828 as 
Tt iy cane T cx2d3 57 
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| Theres no poingehemin mono ras. 226: bi 
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500 Shoves wife, 
It Idid frowne, wh6then did looke awfie ?” 2997 324%} 
IFI did ſmile, who would notlaugh ounipht?/ Fi: 0002 2007 
IfIbut ſpeake, who durftroy words denie?: 
If T purfude, who would fetfakethe flight 3! SEEENN 
I meane, mypowte, was knowhe to euery et 5 2269 aſl 
On fach. aheight, gaodhiphad built ry \ wit 19: 
As thoughiy ſveete ſhould tiers haus tutne+to! cole, 


My husbandthen, as onethatkneywhis good,” 7 os | 
Refuſde to keepe, a PrieosContublye, $133 DROf/177 (3717 03 1Þ2 IC) | 
Forſeeing tli#nd ; anti leneſe evil e291 © oqt 115 : YeO | 
Againſt the King -did nagrimuchrepiner! * q ah | 


He faw the grape, whereofheedranke the winte.!:: 1, 
Though inward thou ughGi> hearcdidRilltomment,. 


Yer outwardly, he fe heWwesteficeric.”! >! i 25113 2140 2 
To purchaſe praife, and Win the peoples zeale;.”" wh Amul 
Yearather bent, ofkinde todo: nie eh (2, ba we 3 399 2094 | 
Teuer did , vphold the commot'weale; 129% 21 7 vft? 131 v1 h1C ; 
Ihad delight, toſrwethie guilt bloods" $077 £234 a 1 *l 
Each ſuters cauſe, when thatIvhderſtood;/ EMTSUMNL | 


Idid prefer, as ichadbenemineowtie;' &  by4q"223 4 
And help them vp;that might hauebeet oreafirowne;.:” 


wre was preſt,tofightthepovie ians wrom yy b. bayoil q 
ns oor it ainjv7 of ; 
have fam, rw pr ob 354) dh I 
Todomen non f) 21:4 042542 - 

Nor yet with gifts, my h antes?” rag 

Land =" {op guide, " = rid 

I plaidto tor erik errors rn 077) 2133 MT 
My want was wealthy woewereeftatwill;, vos! \ 
Ny robes wererieh,andbrduet then the imme 5! We tgce hid y 
> 0  Sugey rn: rf 9c nd Y 
My ſtate was = eds. ooigt door IVE : 


My fatall three Fe ns ne; I ©; 34 _ je 
ThatthenTſate, ine olad; 7 515 207 HEL 2 


And ft the tim thadiic: a ant 
__ Or ſs gore a = 
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But Thad not, fo ſoonethislife poſlehh, | 
But my good hap, began to ſlipafide : 
AndForrunethen, did me ſo ſore moleſt, | - 
That vnto plaints, was turned all my pride. 
[tbooted not, to row againſt the tide : 


Mine oares were weake, my heart and trength didfaile, 


The winde was rough, I durſt notbeare a faile, 


What ſteps of ſtrife, belong to high eftate? 

The wary. Ps is doubtfull coendure, 

The ſeat it ſelfe, doth purchaſepriuic hate, 

And honors fame, is fickle and ynſure, 

Andall ſhe brings, is flowres thatbe ynpure 2. 
Which fall as faſt, as they do ſprout and ſpring, 
And cannot laſt, they are fo yaine a thing, 


Wecountno care, tocatchthat we do wiſh, 
But what we win, is long to vsynknowen: 
Tillpreſent paine, be ſerued inour diſh, 
Weſcarce perceiue;whereon our _ hath growen: 
What graine proues well, that is {oraſhly.ſowen? 
If thata meane, did meaſure all our deeds, 


In teed of corne, we ſhould not gather weeds, 


Theſetled mind, is free from Fortunes power, 
They need not feare, who looke notypaloft;_ 
Butthey that climbe, are carefull every hower, 
Forwhen they fall, they light not very ſoft, 
Examples haue, the wiſeſt warned oft, 


That where the trees, the ſmalleſtbranchesbere,  .;| 
The ſtormes do blow, atid haue moſt rigour there, 


Where isit ſtrong, but necrethe ground and roote ? 
Where is it weake, but onthe higheſt ſprayes? 
Where may a man, ſo furelyſetbisfoote, - | 
But on thoſe bowes, that groweth low alwayes? . 
Thelittle twigs, are but voſtedfalt ſtayes, vil 
Ifthey breake not, they. bend with euery blaſt, 
Who truſts to thens (hell neverfiany faſt, .. 
- Þ 


ern mn 


_ Shores wife. 


The winde is great, vpon the higheſt hilles, '----: 
The quiet life Sin A 2 $i 39 ety 
Who treads on ice, ſhall ſlide againſt their willes, 
They want not cares, that curious arts would know, 
VVholiuesat eaſe, and can content him fo, 

Is perfect wiſe, and ſets vs all to ſchoole, 

VVho hates thislore, may well be call'dafoole, 


VVhat greater griefe, may come to any life, 

Then aſter ſweere, to taſte the bitter ſowre * 

Or after peace, to fall atwarre and ftrife, 

Or after mirth, to haue a cauſe to:lowre ? 

Vnder ſuch props, falſe Fortune builds her bowre, 
On ſudden change, herflittering framesbe ſer, 
Where isno way, for toeſcapethe net, 


uy wo} MS hon J we 


The haſtie ſmart, thatFortune ſends in ſpite, 
Is hard to brooke, where gladnefſe we embrace > 
Sbe threatens not, bur ſi addeuly doth ſmite, 
"Where ioy is moſt, there dorh ſhe ſorow place. 
But ſure Ithinke, this is too ſtrange a caſe, 
 Forystofeele, ſuch griefe amid our game, 
' And know not why, yntill we taſte the fame.. 


Sy mt yy mm. p=—9 


As erſt I fajd, my blifſe was turn'dto bale, - _ F 
I had good cauſe, to weepeand wring my _ | k 
| And ſhew fad cheare, with countenance fullpale :- B 
For I was brought, in ſorowes wofull bands, y 
A pirrie came, and ſet my ſhip on ſands. ; 7 
What ſhould Thide, or colour care and noy ? 
King Edwarddid, in whom was all my ioy,. 


And when the eatth, received had his corſe, s ©: 
And that intombe, this worthic Prince waslaid,. - n 
The world on me, began to ſhe his force, : 'W 0 
Oftroubles then, mypartTlong affai'd : + 4 5 Fug 2 01 
For they of whom, I neuer was aftai'd, - -- Th 
Vndid me moſi, and wrought me ſuch deſpite, 
Thatthey bereft, me from my pleaſure quite. 


v 


As 


Shore wife. 
AsIong as life, remain'din Edwardsbreſt, - : - 
Who was but I? who had ſuch friends at call? 


Hisbodie was, no ſooner put in cheſt, 


But well was he, that could procure my fall > 

His brother was, mine enmie moſt of all, 
ProteRor then, whoſe vice did ſtill abound, *' 
Fromill to worſe, till death did him confound, 


Hefalſely fain'd, that Tofcounſell was, 
Topoiſon him, which thing Tneuer ment: - 
Buthe could ſer, thereon aface of braſſe, 
Tobring to paſſe, his leaud and falfe intent. 


 Toſuch miſchiefe, this tyrants heart was benr, 


ToGod, ne man, he neuer ſtood in awe, 
For in his wrath, he made his will a law. 


Lord Haftings blood, for vengeance on him cries, 
And many moe, that were too long to name : 
But moſt of all, and in moſt wofull wiſe,. 
Ihad good cauſe, this wretched man to blame, 
Before the world, I ſuffred open ſhame, 
Where people were, as thicke asis the ſand, 
Ipenance tooke, with taper inmy hand. 


Excheye did ſtare, and lookeme inthe face, 

AsIpaſtby, therumours on me ran, F 

Burpatience then, had lent me ſuch-a grace, 

My quiet lookes, were prais'd of euery man : 

The ſhamefaſt blood, broughtme ſuch colourthan, 
Thatthouſands ſaid, which ſaw my fobercheere; 
Itis greatruth, roſeethis woman heere. © - 


But what prevail'd, the peoples pitie there? . |. + 
Hun © wolfe, would ſparsno-guildlefle blood; /:* 


Oh wicked wombe, that ſuchillfruirdil beare,) ,»''':- o 


Oh curſed earth, that yeelderhforth ſuch mud; 

"__ conſume, all things thatdid thee good, 
e heauensſhuer, their gates againſt thy ſpreete, 

The world tread lown poygloie ide fre, . 


504. Shores wife. 


Iaske of God, a vengeance onthybones, - 1! 3 +1 
Thy ſinking corps, corrupts the aire Iknow : 427 a4( 
Thy ſhamefull death, no carthly wightbemones, doit 
For in thy life, thy workes were hated fo; 147 1 +1 2 147 
Thateuery man, did wiſhthyouerthro 215 55 1et (4 4 tone vi 
Wherefore I may,though partiall nowIam, + ': _ 


Curſe euery cauſe, whereofthybodie came. 


Woe worth the man, that fathered ſuch a.child, 
Woe worth the houre, wherein thou waſt begate : 
Woe worth the breſts, thathave the world beguil'd, 
Tonouriſh thee, thatall the world did hate. 
Woe worth the gods, that gauethec ſuch a fate, 
To live fo long, that death deferi'd ſooft, - 
Woe worth the chance, that ſet thee vp aloft. 


YeePrinces all,and Rulerseuery chone, 
Inpuniſhment, beware of hatreds ire. 
Before yce ſcourge, take heed, looke well thereon 2 | 
In wroths ill will, ifardlice kindle fire, | 
Your hearts will burne, in ſuch ahot defire, 
That in thoſe flames, the ſmoke ſhall dim your ſight, 
Yee ſhall forget, to joyne your iulticeri the, 


You ſhould not iudge, till things be well diſcerned, 
Your charge is ſtill, to maintaine vpright Jawes: - | 
In conſcience rules, ye ſhouldbe throughlylearned, 
Where clemencie, bids wrath-and raſhnes pauſe, 
And further faith, firike not withour acaule; | 
And when ye ſmite, doit for juſtice fake, | 
Then in goodpart,cach man your ſcourge wil take, 


If that ſuch zeale, had mov'd this tyrants mind, 


To make my plague; awattantforthereft, | 114i) 
I had fmall cauſe, ſuck faultiinhimito find, err on Bgf- her ti ] 
Such puniſhment, is yſed forthe beſt: T1215 [ 


But by ill will, and powre I was oppreſt,, - "wy 
. He ſpoil'd mygoods,andleftmebare and poorey:.. - |: 
And cauſed me, to beg framdore:to.doore, | blzovr ad 
Se 


? 


Shores wife. 505 


reab4Rs, to cine 4 V7 O19 


Towatch for crums, amovg the blind and lame 
When almes were delt, I had an hangrie ne 
Becauſe] knewnot, how toaskeforſhame, ;., 
Till forceand neet; had-brought ms igfach frame, - 
That ſtarue I muſt, erlearnetobeg analmes;. 
With bookein hand, to ſays. DaxidsPlalmes, 


Where I was wont, the golden chainesto weare,: 
Apaire of beads; aboutmy,necke; _ ond: ala bil, 
Alinnencloth, waslaptabontmyheare, 211 cou hc 2 ON 
- ged gowne, thattrayledon the gre 2 Pi mo: 
chat clapt, and gauea heauie ſound, 
—_ Raffe, and waller hrrewiebll; _ 
Tbare about, as witneſſe ofmyſall..., as Siol5ibodbi 


Thad no houſe, whereinto hide my "oy BEE 

The open ftreete, my lodging was perforco: FEELS 

Full oft I went, all hungrie to my bed, 

My fleſh conſum'dgIlooked like acorle,. 

Yetinthat plight, who had onme g's 7 
OGod thou know ft, my friends forfooke me ag 
Not one holpe me, thatſuccred manyaman, 


eyfroun'd onme, that faun'd onmebefore,, _ = 
b/w tharfollowedrhefull faſt: 19300 {00 23000 TOPS 
They hated me, by whom T{ttmich Rove; 2275 7 (2h! 
They knew full well, my fortune did nor iſt A It: 
In cuery place, I was ; condemn'd andeaft; 
Toplea ade myeuuſe;atbarre irvrtnoboore, $565 8 Shnggth 
For euery mari; AO Rags: 4 SBYTY $030ek 77 0h 


Thus long I liu'd, all wearie ofm my - 5 

Till death a > Hex — HOY 12301 ; 

Example take , by me, bothmaidandwifez. 10 | 5 1 

Beware, take heed, fall natitofolliefocic! 21 C1009; 38 97 2 bnA 

Amirour make; by ay greatoudribea;:: -| 5:5 , 11cm you 7 bak, 
Dee wor nſalemarogmic|, 40th $50 
Beware Me Es Mg v4 
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" treaſon, Anno, 1530. 


Some menliue ON TININS 


Yea, getafall, inſtriving for the gole, 
And bodie loſe, and hazardfillyfſole. - * 


Andcill the fleſh and bones be hidin graue, | 

Fie on proud pompe, and gilded bridles boſe 
O glorious gold, the gaping after thee, 
Sob 

Now note my birth, and marke howLbepan, 


My father but, a plaine poorehoneſtman, 
And Ihis ſonne, of witand iudgement fine, 


And Batchler was, and I alittle lad. 
SNL VS? 


So,taſting ſome, of Fortunes ſiveere concaits, 
I clapt the hood, on ſhoulder, braue asSon,, 


2&fHallIlooke on, when States ſtep onthe ſtage, 
And play their parts beforethe peoples face? 


THOMAS VW OL: 
SEY DID ARISE VN TO.GREAT-, 
authoritie and gouernment; his manner of life, - ' 
pompe ard'dignitie, #hd how he fell downeints' 


great tiſgrate, and was arvefted of high” 


yearesofagey”! 


Who in time paſt, did knowthe Cardnals Grace, 
A gameſome world, when Biſhops run atbace, 


Ambitious mind ,a world of wealth would haue, 
So ſcratsand ſcrapes, for ſcorfe and ſcornie drofle: 


Wit neuerreſts, to grope for mucke and mole. 


” 
. 
® 


linds mine eyes, they can nodanger ſee. 


Behold from whence, roſe allchispride of mine, |... 


Brought vp at ſchoole, and prowda. ood Diuines ade: 
For which great gifts, degr49:of fchoole had... - 


. qt - . 
7 


And hopte at length, to bireatberterbaits,-/ YET! 977 23 21f 0796 

And fill my mouth, ere banqunethalfe were dogg nom wi 

Thus hol ing on, thecourſeF thoughts ron c-/30" 55:5 ;e 
B many a feaſtmy bellygrew'ſo big, LO ,om 70 273099 
Tha 

WOT 


trolſey freight became a'wanton twig, 


Ls 


Loc 


coal oof .OyzZ,QC.#H4(6-. * DT 


Cardimall Jolſey. 

And pamper vp, the gorge, with ſuger plate: 

Nay, ſee how lads, in hope of higher ſcare 

Riſe early vp, and ſtudie learning late, | 

Buthe thrives beſt, that hathablefled fare; -. - - -: 
And he ſpeeds worſt, thabwotld will nereaduance, 


Nor neuer knowes,what meanes good lucke nor chance. 


My chance was great, for from apoore mans fon, 
Iroſealoft, and chopt and changid degree: > +>! 
In Oxford firſt, my faniousnamebegon, 7 © 
Where many a day the ſcholers honor'd mee, 
Then thoughtI how, Imighta courtier bee : 
Socame to Court, and feathred theremy wing, | 
With Herrie theight, who was a nar A | 


Hedid with words affay me once or twice, 
To ſe what wit, andreadie ſprite Thad: 
Andwhen he faw, I was both graueand wiſe, 


ic Kings - 


For ſome good cauſe, the King was wondrous glad, - 


Then downeI lookt, with ſober countnance fad, 
But heart was vp, as high as hope could $9, 
That ſuctle fox, mightwin ſome fauour {0. 


Weworke with wiles, the minds of men like 'wax; | ;- i: 


Thefawning whelp, gets many apiece of bred; 
Wefollow Kings, with many cunning knacks, . 
yy oiking out, how are theirhumours fed, 
haunts no Court, thathath a doltiſh hed:- 1. 
Foras in gold, the pretiousftone isſer, - 
Sofineſt wits, in Courtthe credit ger, 


| Tquicklylearn'd to kneele and kifſe the hand, 
Towaitatheele, and turne like copabour,: 
Toftretch out necke, andlikeatrknage ftand,. 
Totaunt, to ſcofie, and facethe matter out, 
To preaſe inplace, among the greateftrout; 
Yetlike a Prieſtymy ſelfe did wel behaue, _ 
Infaire long gowne,and goodly garments graue,”: 


5os Cardinal Wolſey.) 
To heare my ſpeech, and note my.tnature well,  [: 
I could with tongue, vie ſuch a kind of charme, - 
That voice full cleare;fhould found like filuer bell, 
When head deuis'd, a long diſcaurſeto tell, ; - :-/ 
With tories range, my ſpeeth ſhould fpiſed be, 
To make the world, tomuſe the more on me, 


Each tale was ſweet, each word a ſentence waid, 
Each earc I pleas'd, eacheye gaueme the view, - |: 
Each Iudgement markt, andpauſed-whatI ſaid, - 
Each mind I fed, with matter rare and new, 
Each day and houre, my grace and credit grew; 
So that the King, in hearing of thisnewes, - 
Deuiſed how, he mightmy ſeruice vie, 


He made me then, his Chaplaine, roſfay Maſſe - 

Before his grace, yea twice or thrice aweeke : 

Now had Itime, to trim my ſelfe by glafſe,. : 

Now found I meane, ſome liuing fortoſeeke,::: ; | 

Now Ibecame, both humble, milde,and mecke, | | 
Now Lappli'd, my wits and ſenſes throw, 


To reape ſome corne, if God would ſpeed the plow. = 


Whom moft I ſaw, in fauour withtheKing, 

I follow'd faſt, toget ſome hap thereby : , 

Burt I obſcru'd, another finer thing, : 

That was, to keepe, me ſtill in Princes eye. 

As vnder wing, the-hawke in winde doth lie, 
So for aprey, Iprowled heere and there, - | 
And tried friends, and fortune euery where. 


The King atlength, ſent me beyond the ſeas, 


Embaſtour then, with meſſage good and great: - 
Andin that time, ] did the King ſo __ © B10 45590 
Tr and wroughtſo fine a fat, ---: --- ,- 


at did aduance my ſelfe to higher ſeat, ._ - 
The Deanrie then, of Lincolne he me gaue ;; | | 


Where 7olſey went, the world like Beds would ſwarme; -/', - - 


Andbountic thew'd, before Iganto craves.) |-.: ; 


T 
4 


s 


_ Withcroſſes borne;before me whereT paſh 2 it 


: With 


His Amner too, he made me all in haſte; - 
Andthreefold gifts, he threw vpon me flill : 
His counſler ſtraight, likewaies was #ofſey plafte..: 
Thus in ſhort time,T had the world at will : 
VVhich paſſed far; mans reaſon, wit, and skill.. 
O hap, thou haft, great fecrers inchymight;- 
VVhich long lie hid, from wily worldliogs fight. 


Asſhewres of rgine, fall quickly onthe grafſe, 4” 


That fading flowres; are ſoone refreſhtthereby : 
Oras withiSun, the morning dew doth paſſe, - 
And quiet caltte;makes cleirea troubled ckie © 
$Princes powre, artwinkling of aneye. 

Sets vp aloft, a/fawrec onthe wheele, 

When giddy braines, abourthe ftreersdoe reele.. 


They are but blind; tharwake where Fortune fleepes,, ''''- | s 


They work 1n vaine, that ftriue with fireanid and tide: 

double gard, they dwell, that deftoy keepes, 

hfmple fort, they liuethachckea guide - 17 

Theymiſle the marke,that ſhoor their arrowes wide, 
They hit the pricke, that make their flight to glance 
Soncere the white, that ſtaftmay light on chance, * 


Such was my lacke; Eſhorno fhaft inyaine, 5d 5 oe tt ht yt 
Mybow float bene, and brafed allthe yeere = 5 1 © 211 7/ 
Imated hard, but neucrloſtmypaine + - > —_— 
Such wealth cameo; to beare the chargescleere.- 
Andinthe end, I was the 9m nv 2! 2e10, 

Among themallfor Flagulderhetand; ' 

By Kings conſent; thatall was ipmy hand; 


Within on yeare, three Biftioptickes Thad; / [7 

Andin ſmall pace, »Cardnall © was made :- '-!, 1 oe ! 
With long red robes, rieh#v9y then waschad;,” !-i (21 ff 
Iwalktin Sun, when emſhades” OF 7 oe 5 {3 35723 PHE 
tyentabroad, with fuchatraineantirade, 1 7 


That. man weesthought)toboſoreGodmluſt,: 


(ordinall Wolſey. * 509 
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5i0 . * CardinallWolſey. 


With ſonnes of Earles, and Lords I ſerued was, 
An hundred chaines, atleaſt were in my traine : 
I daile dranke in gold, butnot inglas, 
My bread mas made, of fineſt flowre and eraine: ; 
My dainty mouth, did common meates dildaine, ils5 oil 
1fed like Prince;on fowles moſtdeare and range, 
And bankets made, of fine conceirs for change. 


My hall was full, of Knights, and Squires of name, 

And gentlemen, two hundred told by pole: - ;-7.t 

Tale yeomen too,did hourely ſerue the ſame, _ '/  /.. 

Whoſe names each weeke, Iſaw within check role, 

All went to church, when ſeruicebell did knole, 
All dinde and ſupt and lept,at.Cardnals charge, ', 
Andall would wait, when Foley tooke his barge.» - ;;/'7) 


houſchold tuffe, my wealth and filuer plate, 


Y 


ght well-ſuffice, a Monarke atthis day : 
I ncuer fed, but vnderclochofRate, '.- 'ob, 
Nor walktabroad, rill-Vſhars cleard the Ways / olga + 


In houſe I had; muſitiovsforth play, :- i: - / 
In open ſircete, mytrumpets loud did ſound, 
Which pearſt the skies; and ſeem'd to ſhake the ground, 


My men moſt braue, marcht twoind twoitiraake; {ci +: 1! | 
Who held in length, muck-more ther-halfe amiles- 7 vo: 41 ; 
Not one of hel bus gaue hismaſterthanke, -;;.' {1:21 +111] WM 
For ſame rurne, orpleaſure got ſoine whiles-: :i:i: + 151 
I did not Red, my ſcruants with'a {mile;- : 11] foo 96 oi bn! 
Orgloſing words, that: never bring farth"finirep:;: 27rd. 
But gaue them gold,grelsprefer@ebcibſuney;o; 11 4 


In ſurety o whiles God waspleald, IRood, '- 1 | | 
Iknew Imuſt, leave allmy wealth behindez: ,_ --ji [17-17 tn WY 7 
I faw they lou'd, me not fox binth orblogd,: -.'::; 91 T1, 4 1\W 1 
Bur ſeru'd a ſpace, to try my noble mines; ;;>.'-7 1177 ni 1: n ] 
The more men giue, the more indeed they fuide: hey 233157% 


? » 
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Ofloue, and troth, andſeruice, euery way:z:! -* 12 i... 
Themore they ſpate, the 0 | decay. :$601 260k i 


Cardinall Wolſey. 


lioide y ſee, my _ yaa ſowell, 
And go ſo gay, with little that te 
For - I did - honour till FT wn 
$o would I oft, the want of ſeruants note 2 
Whichmade my men, on maſter ſo to dore,. 
That when Iaid, let ſuch a thing be done, 
They wouldindeed, through fireand waterronne: 


| Thadinhouſe, ſo many off cers ſtill, 

Which were obaid, and honourd for their place, 

Thatcareleſſe I,, might ſleepe or walke at will, 

$aue that ſometime, I weigh'da poore mans caſe, 

And falu'd fiich ſores, whoſe griefe mightbreed diſgrace. 
Thus-men did wait, and wicked world did gaze, 
Onme and them, that brought ys all in-maze. 


For world was-whiſt, and durft not ſpeake a word. 
Ofthat they ſaw, my credit curbd themſo : 
Iwaded far, and paſſed ore the foord, 
Andminded not, for to returne Itroe, | 
The world was wiſe, yet ſcarce it ſelfe did knoe, 
When wonder made, of men that roſe by hap : 
For Fortune rare, falsnotin each mans lap.. 


Idim'd the clouds, by knowledge and good wit, 

My men ſought chance, by feryiceor goodlucke,,. 

* The world walktlow, when Iaboue didfit, 

Ordowne did come, totrample onthis mucke : 

AndIdidſwim, as dainty asa ducke, 54 
Whenwater ſerues, to keepe the body braue, 
And toenioy, the gifts that Fortune gaue. - 


Andthough my pompe, ſiirpaſtall Prelates now,, 
And like - Prince Iliu'dandpleafure rooke.:... . 

That was not ſure, ſo greata blur inbrow,. . _. 

If compwerkes inditferderyy doelooko... 

Ithought great ſcorne, ſuch liuings heere tobrooke,,. 
ExceptIbuilt, ſome houſes for thepoore,., 
And oxder tooke, to giue greatalmesardoore. . ... 


vi, 
k 


A1l (ardinall Wolſey. 

A-Colledge faire, in OxfordIdid make, 

A ſumptuous houſe, a ſtately work indeede, 

I gaue great lands, to thar, for learning ſake, 

To bring vp youth, and ſuccour ſcholers neede, 

That charge of mine, full many a mouth did feede, 
When 1 in Court, was ſeeking ſome good turne, 
To mend my torch, or make my candell burne, 


— M2, 4 CA rhe 


More houſes gay, Ibuilt, then thouſands do 
That haue enough, yet will no goodnes ſhoe : 
And where Ibuilr, I did maintaine itto, 
With ſuch great coſt, as few beſtowes Itroe. 
Ofbuildingslarge, I couldrehearſearoe, 
Thatby miſchance, this dayhaue loſtmy name, 
Whereof Ido, deſerue the only fame. 


Andasfor ſutes, about the King was none. 
So apt as I, toſpeake and purchaſe grace. | 
Though long before, ſome fay Shores wife was one, 
That oft kneeld downe, before the Princes face 
For poore mens ſutes, and holpe their woeful caſe, 
Yetſhe had nor, ſuch creditasI gate, 
Although a King, would heare the parretprate. 


ed nds Py YA Howl 


bw Sn ee hed oe - .' 


My words were graue, and bore an equall poies, 

In ballance iuſt, for many a weightie cauſc : 

Shepleaſd aPrince, with pretty merry toies, 

And] had no fight, in tate, nor courſe of lawes : 

I could perfivade, and make a Prince to pawes, 
And take a breath, before he drew the ſword, 
And ſpie the time, to rule him with a word, 


OS) *  —— —- 


I willnot fay, but fancy may do much, 
Yet world will grant, that wiſdome may do more: 
To wanton girls, affeion isnotſuch, 
ThatPrinces wiſe, wilbeabuſde therfore : 

One ſute ofmine, was ſurely worth a ſcore 

Ofhers indeed, for ſhe her time muſt watch, 
Andatall howres,I durſt go draw thelatch. 


—= jj OO) my x9 


Cardinal Foley. 4d 


Ky roicebur heard, thedorewaropen Rreight,; za le , 


ELIT 


[kepta court, my ſelfp,as great as his, 

(not compare, ynto my maſter here) - 

But looke my Lords, what lively world was this, 

Thatone poore man, became fo greatapeere? 

Yetthough this tale, be yery ſtrange tohere, _ 
Wit wins a world :and who hath hapand wit, 
With triumph long, in princely threne may fit. 


What man like me, bare rule inanyage, 
Iſhone like Sun, morgcleare then morning ſar : 
Was neuer part, ſo plaid, in open flage 
Asmine, nor fame, of man flew halfefo far. 
Iateonbench, when thowſands at the bar 
Didplead for right : for Tin publique weale 
Lord Chancelor was,and had the great broad ſeale. 


NowhaueT told, how I did riſe aloft, | 
Andfate with pride, and pomp, in golden hall, 
Andſetmy feete, on coſtly carpets ſoft, 
Andplaid at goale, with goodly golden ball: 
butafter, Lord, I dirs ab fall. foe 
' Otrembling heart, thou.canſt not nowfor teares 
Preſent that tale, yntothe hearerseares, 


beſt weepe it out, and ſudden filence keepe, + 

Tillpriu pangs, make pinched heart complaine: 

Orcaſtt Fife inco ſomeſlumbring ſleepe, 

Till wakened wits, remembrance bring againe. 

When heauy teares, do hollow cheekes diſtaine, 
The world will thinks, thy: ſprits aregrowne ſo weake, 
Thefceble tongye, hath ſure no porree'o ſpeaks 

m 
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5A: Cardinal Wolfoyi vv. 
A taleby ſignes, with fighes andfobsTerout, 00 00 1 
Moues _ mindes,to pity paged Mendy: © 02 202INGUIN SH 
Wirh howling voice, dorather ctie andflidie,” =" och b iu! 
And ſo by arte, ſhewforth thy forte wen?!" eabovvr Hut vraudbak 
For if thou ſpeake, ſome than will tote With pefi Drier Vin THO v 
What olſey ſaid, and-what threw Wotfty d&wne;** 20 22E0F 01 
And ynder foote, flingsolſe:s gteat reriownE;'-* 9717 1!” 2 


Whar force of that, my fall muſt needsbe herd;-: were 291109 820901 
Before I fell, Thad 4 time to riſe? M1157 wrt {4 ; ONLT % in1059 700 !) 
As fatall chance, and Fortune me pteferd, *: * - [ vor 9700! 3H 
So miſchiefe came, and did my ſtate deſpiſe. * 


IfI might plead, my caſe among thewiſe, * #005117, 
I couldexcuſe, rightmuch of mineoffencer} #7 0253” 


But leauc a while, ſuch matter in ſuſpence.' ' 


The Pope, orpride, or peeuiſhparts ofmine,” ks Ih 
Made King tofrowne, and take the ſealefrom me; ' 0 
Now ſeru'd no words, nor pleaſantfpeechis fine, © | 99015! 
Now Mlſ/e, lo, muſt needes diſgraced be. MTYOD WOE C20ITL 00 
Yet had Lleaue (as dolefull priſner free) 

To keepe a houſe (God wot) with heauy cheere, 

Where that I found, no wine, ne bread, norbeere, 


My time was come, I could no longer live, ' - P11 Of 
What ſhould Imake, my ſorrow further knowne : | | n 
Vpon ſome cauſe, thatKing that all did giue gw 
Tookeall againe, and fo poſſeſt his owne, wi 


My goods, my plate, and all was ouerthrowne, 
Andlooke whatT, had gathted many a day, 
Within one houre, wascleanly {weptaway. 


But harkennow, how that myFortune fell, 


To Yorke Imuſt,whereI the Biſhop was : © © 14119 on 
Where Ibyright, in grace a while/did dwell, THGEL 
And was in ſtawle, with honour great to paſſe. cps 


The Priors then, and Abbots gantoſmell, ' ' 7 © 
How Cartiiall twſt, behonourd ashe ought, To's” HE 
And forthartlay; was great prouifivixbrought/ 91039:20 1 
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At Cawoodthen, where Lgreatbuildings made, f30, lo o2ys 4 


And did through.cauſe, expemy ſtawling day, 

The King deuiſde, a Cds . p yo 

How Cardnall ſhould, bee reftand brought away. 

Oneealſh a Knight, came downein goodaray, 
And ſeaſned ſure, becauſe from Court hee came, 
On Polſey wolfſe, that ſpoiled many alambe, 


Then was Ted, toward Court, like dog in ſtring, 
Andbroughtas biefe, that Butcher-row muſt | 4 
But ſtill Thopte, tocome before the King, 
And that repaire, was not denide to me. 
But he that kept,the Towre, my guidemuſt be. 
Ah there Iſaw, what King thereby did meane, 
And fo Iſearchtif conſcience now were cleane. 


Some ſpots I found, of pride and popiſh parts, 


| Thatmightaccuſe, abetter man thenT : 


Now Oxford came, to minde, with all their arts, 

And Cambridge too, bur all not worth aflic : 

For ſchoolemen can, no foule defects ſupplie. | 
My fauce was ſowre, though meate before was ſweete, 
Now 7olſey lackt, both cunning, wit, and ſpreete, 


Adeepe conceit, of that, poſſeſtmy head, 
Sofell I ficke,conſum'd as ſome did thinke. 
Sotooke inhaſte, my chamber and my bed, 
On which deuice,perhaps the world might winke, 
But in the heart, ſharpe ſorrow ſo did finke, 

That gladnes ſweete, (forſdoke my ſenſesall) 
| Inthoſeextremes, did yeeld vnto my fall. 


Ol-tme curſe, the popiſh Cardnall hat, 
Thoſe miters big, beſer with pearle and ſtones, 
Andall the reſt, oftraſh Tknow not what, 
Thefaints in ſhrine, their fleſh and rotten bones, 
Themaske of Monkes,deuiſed for the nones, 

And all the flocke, of Freets, what ere they are, 


Thatbrought me vp, and left me there ſobare, 
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O curſedprieſts, that} rate for profirsiſake, .N25r1 7 HO0WE3 3A 
And follow floud;andtide, whererreteflouen'i2'r: id bil hop 
O merchants fine, that do aduantagetake ©. HT 
Ofcuery graine, how euer market goes, nl a wg] 
O fie on wolues, thatmarch in masking cloes, 

For to deuoure, the lambs, when _— fleepes; | 

And woeto you, that proiniſe neuer Vi Vn 


ecpes.' 

You faid I ſhould, be reskudeifI need, © -- | 
And you would curſe, with candell, booke and beil: 
But when ye ſhould, now ſerue my turne indeed, ' 
Yee haueno houſe, Iknow not where yedwell, 
© Freers and Monkes, your harbour isin hell, 

For in this world, ye haue no rightfull place, 

Nor darc not once, in heauen ſhew yourface. 


Your fault not halfe, ſo great as was my pride, 
For which offence, fell L«cifer from skies : 
Although I would, that wilfull folly hide, 
The thing lies plaine, before thepeoples cies, 
On which hie heart, a hatefullname doth ries, 
It hath been ſaid, of old,and daily will, 
Pride goes before, and ſhame comes after ill, 


Pride is a thing, that God and man abores, | 
Aſl welling tode, that poiſons euery place, | 
A ſtinking wound, that breedeth many ſores, 
A priuic plague, found out inftately face, 
A painted bird, that keeps apeacokspace, 
A lothſomelour, that lookes like tinkers do 
A helliſh hownd, a fwiniſh hateful hog, 


That grunts and groanes, at euery thing it ſees, I 
And holds vp ſnowr, like pig that comsfrom draffe, I 
Why ſhould Imake, of pride all theſe degrees, I 
That firſt tooke roote, from filthy drofle and chaffe, I 
And makes men ſay, ypon a broken ftaffe? I, 


No weaknefle more, then thinke to land vpright, ' 


When ſtumbling blocke, makes men to fall downe right. | - 
c 


Heneeds muſt fall, that lookesnot where he goes, 
And on the ſtarres, walkesftaring gozling like : 
On ſudden oft, a bluſtering tempeſt bloes, 

Then downe great treesare tumbled in the dike, 


Who knowes the time,and houre when God will ftrike ? 


Then looke about, and marke what ſteps ye take, 
Before you pace, the pirgrimage yee make, 


Run not on head, as all the world were yours, 

Nor thruſt them backe, that cannotbidea ſhocke: 

Who ftriues for place, his owne decay procures : 

'Whoalwaiesbraules, is ſure to catch a knocke : 

Who beards a King, his head isneere the blocke : 
But who doth ſtand, in feare, and worldly dreed, 
Ere miſchiefe comes,had need to take good heed. 


Ihauing hap, did make account of none, 

But fuch as fed, my humour good or bad, 

Tofawning dogs,ſometimes I gaue a bone, 

And flung a. ſcraps, to ſuch as nothing had : 

Butin my hands, ſtill kept the golden gad, 
That ſeru'd my turne, and laught the reſt to ſcorne, 
Asforhimſclte was Cardnall #o/ſey borne, 


No, no, good men, weliue notfor our ſelues, 
Though each one catch, as much as he may get : 
We ought to looke, to thoſe that digsand delues, 
Thatalwaies dwell, and liue in endlefle det, 
Ifin ſuch ſort, we would our compaſle ſet, 
We ſhould haue loue, where nowbut hate we find, 
And headſtrong will, with cruell hollow mind, 


Ithought nothing, of durie, loue, or feare, 
Iſnatcht vp all, and.alwaies ſoughttoclime : 
Ipuniſhtall, and would with'no man beare, 
Ifought forall, and ſo could take the time, 
Ipli'd thePrince, whiles Fortune wasin prime, 
Ifll'd the bags, and gold in hoord I heapt, 


Thought not on thioſe,thatthteſht the corne I reapts -- 
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518 {ardmall Wolſey. 
Soall I loſt, and all I gate was nought, 
Andall my pride, and pompelayintheduft: 
I aske you all, whatman aliue had thought, 
That in this world, had been ſolittle truſt? 
Why, all things heere, with time decline they muſt, 
Thenallis vaine, fo all not worth aflie, 
If all ſhall thinke, thatall are borne to die, 


If all be baſe, and of fo ſmall account, 
VVhy do we all, in folly ſo abound? 
V'Vhy do the meane, and mightie ſecke to mount, 
Beyond all hope, where is no ſurctie found, 
And where the wheele, is alwaies turning round? 
The caſe is plaine, ifall be vnderſtood, 
VVeare ſo yaine, we know not what is good. 


Yet ſome will ſay, when they hauc heapes of gold, 
VVith flockes of friends, and ſeruants attheir call, 
They liue like Gods, in pleaſure treble fold, 
And haue no cauſe, to find no fault at all, 
O blind conceit, theſe glories are but ſmall, 
And as for friends,they change their minds ſo mich, 
They ſtay not long, with neither poore norrich, 


VVith hope of friends, our ſelues we do deceaue, 
VVith feare of foes, wethreatned are in ſleepe : 
But friends ſpeake faire, yetmenalone they leaue 
To finke or ſwim, to mourne, tolaugh, or weepe, 
Yet when foe ſmiles, the ſnake begins to creepe, 
As world falles our, theſe daies in compaſle iuſt, 
VVe know not how, the friend or foe to truſt, 


Both can betray, the trueft man aliue, 
Both are to doubt, in-matters of great weight, 

Both will ſometime, for goods and honor ſtriue, 
Both ſeemeth plaine, yetboth can ſhew greatſlcight, 
Both ſtoopes full low, yet both can looke on height, 
And beſt of both, not worth a cracked crowne ; 
Yetleaſtof both, may loſe a walled towne. 


(ardinall Wolſey. 

Talke not of friends, the name thereof is nought, 
Then truſt no foes, if friends their credicloſe; 

If foes and friends, of one bare earth were wrought, 
Blame nere of both, though both one nature ſhowes, 
Grace paſſeth kind, where grace and vertue flowes, 
But where grace wants,make foes and friends alike, 
The one drawes ſword, the other ſure will trike. 


Iprou'd that true, by triall twentie times, 

When #olſenſtood, on top of Fortunes wheele, 
But ſuch as to the height of ladderclimes, 

Know not what lead, lies hanging on their heele, 
Tellme my mates, that heauie Fortune feele, 
Ifriſing vp, breed nota giddie braine, 

And faling downe, be not a grieuous paine., 


[told you how, from Cawood TI wasled, 
And fo fell ficke, when Iarreſted was; . 
VVhatneedeth now more words herein be ſed, 
Iknew full well, I muſtto priſon paſſe, 
And ſaw my ſtate, as brittle as a glafſe : 
So gaue vp ghoſt, and bad the world farewell, 
VVherein,God wort, I could no longer dwell. 


Thus ynto duſt, and aſhes I return'd, 

VVhen blaze of life, and vitall breath went out, 

Like glowing coale, thatis to cinders burn'd; 

Allflzſh and blood, ſo end, you need notdoubtr, 

But when the brute of this was blowne about, 
The world was glad, the Cardnall was in graue, 
This is of world, loe all the hope we haue. - 


Fullmany a yeare, the world lookt for my fall, 

And whenl1 fell, Imade ag greatacracke, 

Asdoth an oake, or mightie tottering wall, | 

That whirling winde,doth bring to ruine and wrack, 

Now babling world, will talke behind my backe, 
Athouſand things, tomy h and ſhame, 

' Sowillit too, of others do the fame, | | 
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520 The life and death 

But what of that? the beſt is weare gone, F 
And worſt of all, when we our tales haue told, - || 

Our open plagues will warning beto none, 

Meu are by hap, and courage made ſo bold : 

They thinke all is, their owne they haue in hold. 

Well, let them fay, andthinke whatthing they pleas, - 
This weltring world, both flowes, and ebs like ſeas, 


T ho. (burchyard, 


HOW THE LORD: CROMWELL 


EXALTED FROM MEANE ESTATE, 
was afterby the enuie of the Biſhop of Wincheſter and 
* otherhis complices brought to untimely end, 
n eAnno Dom. 1540. 


Ra Wak'd, and trembling betwixt rage and dread 

@©2 With the loud ſlander (by the impious time) 
ATA) That of my ations euery where is ſpread, 
DASAY Through which to honor falſely I ſhould cime, 
From the ſad dwelling of th'vntimely dead, me 2 
To quit me of that execrable crime, 

(romwell appeares his wretched plight to ſhow, 

Much that can tell, one much that once did know. 


Roughly not madeyp in the common mould, 
That with the vulgarvilelyTſhould die, 
What thing ſo ſtrange of Crommellis not told ? 
Whatman more prais'd > who more condemn'd then 1? 
That with the world when Tam waxed old, | 
Moft t'were vnfit that fame of me ſhould lie 

With fables vaine my hiſtorie tofill, 

Forcing my good, exculing of myill, 


You that but hearing of my hated name, 
Your ancient maliceinſtantly bewray, 

And for my fake yourill deſeruedblame 
Vpon mylegendpublikely ſhall lay ; ” - 


of the Lord Cromwell. 

Would youforbeare to blaſt me with defame,: 

MightI ſo meane apriuiledge butpray, |: 7 
fle thatthree ages hathendurd your wrong, - 
Heare him a little that hath heard you long. 


Since Romes ſad ruine heere by me began, 
Who her Religion pluckt vp.by the root, | 
Ofthe falſe world ſuch hate for which 1 wan, 
. Which ſtill atme herpoiſned't darts doth ſhoot ; 
' Thatto excuſe it, dothe be(tIcan, | 
Little I feare my labour me will boot : 
Yet will T ſpeake.my troubled heartto eaſe, 
Much to the mind, her ſelfe iris to pleaſe, 


Opowerfull number, from whoſe ſtrier law 
Heart-mouing mulicke did receive the ground 
Which men to faire ciuilitie did draw. ;.;_ _ 
With the brute beaſt when lawleſſe he was found : 
Oifaccording tothe wiſer fawn be 
There be a high diuinitie in ſound, 

Be now abundanr proſp'rouſly to aide 

Thepen prepar'd my doubrfull caſe topleade, 


Putney the place made bleſſedin.my brith, _.. 


Whoſe meaneſt cottage ſimplie me did ſhrowd,, ....... .. .... 


To me as deareſt of the Engliſh earth 5. 
Soofmy bringing that poore village prou'd, 

. Though ina time when nener leſſe thedearth- 
Ofhappie wits; yetmine ſowell allow'd'- ::::-1 - 1! + 
That with the beſt ſhe boldly durft codfer:;;'; #/ 

Him that his breath acknowledged from her, | 


Twice low'd proud Thames asatmy comming wood, 

Striking the wondring boxgerers with fcare, 

Andthe pale Genivss of that flood........:... 

Vnto my mother labouring did appeare, | 

And with a countenance much diftratedfiood,; 

Threatning he fruic her pained wombe ſhould beare : 
My fpeedie birth being addedthereunto, 

. Seem'dto foretell that muck Teaneto dd. 
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52.2 The life and death 
That was reſerued for thoſe worſer daies, Fe, 
As the greatebbe vnto ſo long a flow, 
VVhen what thoſe ages formerly did raiſe, 
This when I liu'd did laſtly overthrow, 
And that great'ſt labour of the world did ſeaze, 
Oaly for which immedicable blow. h 
Due to that time medooming heauen ordain'd, 
VVherein confuſion abſolutely raign'd, 


Vainly yet noted this prodigious figne, 

Often prediCtions of moſt fearefull things, 

As plagues, or warre, or _— men todecline, 

Rifing of Commons, or the death of Kings; 

But ſome ſtrange newes though euer it ; 6 ine, 

Yet forth them not immediatly it —_— | 
Vnrill th'effeAs men afterward did learne, 
To know that me it chiefly did concerne. 


VVhil'Rt yet my father by his painfulltrade, 
VVhoſe Chen Anuile only was his fee, 
VVhom my great towardnefle ſtrongly did perſwade 
In knowledge tohaue educated mee : 
But death did him vnluckily inuade, 
Ere he the fruits of his defire could ſee, 

Leauing me yong, thenlittle that did know 

How me the heauens had purpos'd to beſtow. 


Hopelefle as helpeleſſe moſt might me ſuppoſe, 
Whole nn ſeem'd their > -_ 
Yet did my breaſt that glorious fire iricloſe, 
VVhich their dullpurblind ignorancenor ſaw, 
V'Vhich Rillis ſetled ypon outward ſhowes, 
The vulgars iudgementeuer is ſoraw, 

V'Vhich the vnworthieſt ſortiſhly do loue 

In their owne region properly that moue. 


Yetmemy fortune fo could not diſouiſe, NI 
But through this cloud were ſome that did me know, 
VVhich then the reſt more happic or more wiſe, | - 
Me didrelicue whenT was driuen low, { 


ietbreath to draw: "9 


of the Lord Cromwell. 


Which as the Naier by which Lfirſt did riſe; 

When to my height afterward did grow, 
Them to requite my bounties were ſo hie, 
As made my fame through euery eare to flic. 


That height and Godlike puritie of minde 
Refteth not Rill, where titles moſt adorne 
With any, nor peculiarly confinde 
Tonames, and tobe limited doth ſcorne : 
Man doth the moſt degenerate from kinde, 
Richeſt and pooreſt both alike areboxae ; 
And tobe alwaies pertinently good, 
Followes not ſtill the greatnes of our blood, 


Pitieit is thatto one yertuous mat | 

Thatmarke him lent to gentrie to aduance, 

Which firſt by noble.induſftric he wan, 

His baſer ifſue after ſhould inhance, 

Andthe rude {laue not any good that can, 

Such ſhould thruſt downe by what is his by chance : 
As had not he been firſt that him did raiſe, 


Nere had his great heire wroughthis grandfues praiſe, 


How weake art thou that makeſt itthy cnd 
Toheape ſuch worldly dignitics on thee, 
When ypon Fortune only they depend, _ 
Andby her changes gouerned muſt bee ? F 
Befides the dangers till that ſuch attend 
LiveFeſt of all men purtraied out in mee, 
When that for Which Ihated wasofall, 
Soon'ſt from me fled, ſcarſe tarryingfor my fall. 


Youthatbut boaſt your anceſtors proud tile, . 

Andthe large ſte whence your vaine greatnes grew, 

When you your ſelties are ignorantiand vile, 

Nor glorious thing dare aQtually purſue, 

That all good ſpirits would vtterly exile, 

Doubting their worth ſhould elſe diſcouer you, 
Giuing your ſelues vnto-ignoble things;  - 
Baſe I proclaime you thoughderiu'd irom Kings. 


po | 


'Vertue 


Vertue but poore, God inthiscarthdoth place 
Gainſt the rude world to ſtand yp in his right, 
To ſuffer fad afflition and diſgrace, 
Not ceaſing to purſue her with deſpight : 
Yet when of all ſhe is accounted baſe, 
And ſeeming in moſt miſerable plight, 
Out of her power new life to her doth take, 
Leaſtthen Cifenai'd whenall do her forſake, 


That is the man of an vndaunted ſpirit, 

For her deare ſake that offereth him to dye, 

For whom, when him the world doth difinherit, 
Looketh vpon it with a pleaſed eye, 

What's done for vertue thinking it doth merit, 
Daring the proudeſtmenaces defi, 


More worth thenlife,how ere the baſe world rate him, 
Belou'd ofhcauen, although theearth doth hate hiw. 


Iniurious time, vnto the good vniuſt, 

O how may weakepoſteritic ſuppoſe 

Euer to haue their merit from the duſt, 

Gainſt them thy partialitie thatknowes! 

To thy report © who ſhall ever truſt, 

Triumphant arches building ynto thoſe 
Allow'd the longeſt memorie to haue, 
That were the moſt ynworthie ofa graue? 


But my cleere mettle had that powerfull heat, 

As it not turn'd with alt that Fortune could :-- 

Nor when the world me terribleſt did threat, 
Could that yu win which my hie thoughts did hold, 
That waxed ſtill more proſperouſly great, 


The more the world me ſtroue to haue control'd, 
On my owne Columnes conſtantly to ſtand, 
Without the falſc helpe of anothers hand, 


My youthfull courſe thus wiſely did Iteere, 

T auoid thoſe rockes my wracke that elſe did thret: 
Yet ſomefaire hopes from farre did ſtill appeete, - '' 
Ifthat toomuch my watits medidnotlet: | 


Wherefore 
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Still as I grew I knowle 


Toperfe&that which iwthe HE, 


Whoſe birth I found time wel —_— pan 


—_ my — res ml 
In matters that were difficultand hie; * 


Whenloe it hapt that fortune as pk.” 


Ofme did with ſuch prouidence 
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Thatth Engliſh Merchants:then mhodideeltde - 
AtAntwerpe, me their Secretarie choſe, 


(4sthough in mero manifelther pride) 


Whence to thoſe principalicies I 


Doſe g 
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Topluck me downe, 0d nmrnmeg 
Beyond her power thatalmoſtſhe' had rear; 
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of the Lord Cromwell. 


Beyond the Moone, when1T beganto caſt 
By my rare parts what place mightbe procur'd, 

If they at home were tothe mightie knowne, 

How they would ſeeme compared with their owne, 


Al Orifthat there the great ſhould me negleQ, 

'T As Ithe worſt that vainely did not feare, 

| Tomy experience how to gaine reſpect 

Inother countries that doe hold it deare, 

Andnow occaſion ſeemed to reiec, 

Whil' till before me other rifing were, 
And ſome themſelues had mounted to the skie, 
Little before valike to thriue as I. 


When now in England Bigamie with blood 
Lately begot by luxurie and pride, 
Intheir great ſt fulnesperemptorie ſtood ; 
Some thereunto that diligently pri'd, 
Ftillie were fiſhing in that troubled flood 
Forfurure changes wiſely to prouide, 
Finding the world ſorankly then to ſwell, 
That till it brake it neuer could be well. 


Butfloting long vpon my firſt arriue, 
Whiltmany doubts mie ſeemed to appall, 
Like toabarke that with the tide doth driue, 
Haing not left to faſten it withall, 
Thus with the time by ſuffring I doe ftriue 
Vnto that harbor doubtfull yer to fall; 
Vntill inforc'd to put it to the chance, 
Caſting the fair Kt my fortune to aduance. 


Making my ſelfe to mightieo/ſey knowne, _ 
ThateFr/as which the gouernment yptai'd, 
Which from meane place in little time was growne 
Vpvnto him, that weight vpon him lai'd, 
Andbeing got the neereſt to his throne, 
Hethe more eaſly the great kingdome fwai'd, 
Leaning thereonhis weatied ſelfe tobreath, 
WhilR eucn'thie greateſt farre far himbeneath, | 
Nn Where 
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Where learned eAfore and Gardiner I met, 

Men in thoſe times immatchable for wit, 

Able that were the dulleſt ſpirit to wher, 

And did my humour excellently fir, 

Into their ranke that worthily did get 

There as their proud competitor to fit, 
One excellence to many is the mother, 
Wir doth ascreatures one begetanother, 


This Founder of the palaces of Kings, 

Whole veines with more then vſuall ſpirit were fild, 

A man ordained tothe mighti'ſt things, 

In Oxford then determining to build 

To Chriſt a Colledge, and together brings 

All that thereof the great foundation wills, 
There me imploies, whoſe induftric he found 
Worthie to worke ypon the nobleſt ground. 


Yetinthe entrance wiſely that did feare 

Coyne might fall ſhort, yet with this worke on fire, 

Wherefore ſuch houſes as Religious were 

Whoſe being no neceffitie require, 

Burt that the greater very well might beare, 

From Rome the Card'nall cunningly did hire, 
Winning withall his Soueraigne to conſent, 
Both colouring with ſo holy an intent. 


This like aſymptome to along difcaſe 

Was the forerunner to this mighrie fall, 

And bur too vnaduiſedly did ſcaſe 

Vpon the part thatruinated all, 

Which had the worke been of ſo many daies 

And more againe, recouer hardly ſhall : 
Bur loe it ſunke which time did long vphold, 
Where now itlies cuen leueld with the mould. 


Thus thou great Rome herefirſt waſt oyerthrowne, 
Thy future harmes that blindly could not ſe, 
And inthis worke they.only were thine owne, 


Whoſe knowledgelent that deadly wound to thee, 
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Which to the world before had they not ſhowne, 
Nere had thoſe ſecrets been deſcri'd by mee, 

Nor by thy wealth ſo many from the plow 

Worne thoſe hie types whereinthey floriſhnow. 


After when as the Cardinall againe 

Into hie fauour with the King meebrought, 

Vith whom my ſelfe ſo well I did demeane, 

AsthatI ſeem'd to exerciſe his thought, 

And his great liking ſtrongly did retaine 

With what before my Maſter me had taught, 
From whoſe example by thoſe Cels were ſmall 
Sprang the ſubuerfion laſtly of them all. 


Yetmany a let was caſt into.the way, 
Vherein I ran fo ſteddily and right, 
And many a ſnare my JF 64 ub. ; 
Much wrought they with their power much with their Whhe, 
Wiſely perceiuing that my ſmalleſt tay 
Fullyrequir'd the vemoſt of their might, 
Tomyaſcendant haſting metoclime, 
There as the firſt predomining the time, 


Knowing what wealth me earneſtly did wooe, 

Vhich Ithrough o/ſey hapned had to finde, 

And could the path moſt perfectly yntoo, 

The King thereafter earneſtly inclin'd, 

ſeeing beſides what after Imight doe 

Iſo great power mee fully were afſign'd, 
Byall their meanes againſt me ſtrongly wrought, 
Labring as faſt to bring their Church to nought, 


Whilſt to the King continually I ſue, 
Andin this buſineſle faithfully did ftirre 
Strongly Capproue my iudgement to be true 
Gainftthoſe who moſt ſuppoſed me to erre, 
Nor the leaſt meanes which - way I knew . 
Might grace me, or my purpoſcspreferre 

DidIomit, till wonne I fad his care, 

Moſthat me mark'd when _ he:ſeem'd to heare, 
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This wound to them thus violently gen, 

Enuie at me her ſharpeſt darts doth roue, 

AﬀeRing the ſupremacie of heauen, 

As the firſt Giants warring againſt /one, 

Heap'd hils on hils, the Gods till they had driuen 

The meaneli ſhapes of carthly things toproue : 
So muſt I ſhift from them againft me roſe, 
Morrtall their hate,as mightie were my foes. 


But their great force againſtme wholly bent 

Preuail'd ypon my purpoſes ſo farre, 

That I my ruine ſcarſely couldpreuent, 

So momentarie worldly fauours are, 

Thar till the vtmoſt of their ſpight was ſpent, 

Had not my ſpirit maintain'd a manly warre, 
Riſen they had whenlaid Ehad beenlow, 
Vponghoſeruine after Idid grow. 


_ When the great King theic ſtrange reports that tooke 
That as pernitious as they potent were, 
Which at the faire growth of my fortune ſtrooke, 
Whoſe deadly malice blame me not to feare, 
Me at the firſt ſo violently ſhooke, 
That they this frame were likely downe to beare, 

If reſolution with a ſetled brow 

Had not vpheld my peremptorie vow. 


Yet theſe encounters thruſtme not awry, 
Nor could my courſes force me to orfake, 
After this ſhipwrack Iagaine muſt trie 
Some happier voiage hopefull til: tomake, 
The plots that barren long we ſee didlie, 
Some fitting ſeaſon plentifully take, 

One fruirfull harueſt frankly doth'reftore 

What many winters hindred had before, 


That to account I ftriQtly call my wit 
How it this while had managed my ſtate, 
My ſoule in counſel ſummoning to fit, 
If poſſible to turne the courſe of fate, 


For 


For 


 _oftheLordGrommell, 
For waies there be the greateſt things to hit, 


Ifmen could find the peremptorie gate, 
And fince I'once was got ſoneerethebrinke 


More then before,t'would grieueme nowtofinke, 


Bedford whole life (ſome faid) that Thad fau'd - 


' Inlraly, one me that fauoured moſt, 
. Andreuerend Hayles who bur occaſion crau'd 


Toſhew his loue, nolefſe thatT had coſt, 
VVho tothe King perceiuing me diſgrac'd, 
VVhoſe fauour I'vnluckily had loſt, 
Both with him great, afoot ſer in withall 
Ifnotto ſtay, to qualifie myfall, 
Ty ; 


High their regard, yethigher was their hap, 
Wellneere quite ſunke recouer me that could, * 
Andonce more get me into Fortunes lap, 


Which well my ſelfe might teach me there to hold, 


Eſcapdout of fo dangerousatrap;' 
VVhoſe praiſe by me to ages ſhall be told, 
As the two props by which Ll onlyroſe, 
VVhen moſt ſuppreſt, moſt trod on by my foes. 


Thisme to vrgethe premunire wonne, . ; - 
Ordain'd in matters dangerqusand hie, 
Intwhich the heedlefſePrelacie were runne, 
Thatbacke ynto the Papacie did flie, | 
Sworne to that ſea, and what before was done 


Duetothe King, diſpenſed were thereby, +5 pl | 


Intwhich firſt entring offre&methe meane' * | 
That tothrow downe alreadie that did leane. 


= was to me that cnt fourle, | 

rom whence his bountiesplenti ring, 

VVhoſe ſpeedie cu Fg, 

Bareme into the CI of the King, 

By _ him intothatreadiecourſe” - 

VVhich ſoone m_- his purpoſes mightbring, © ** 
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When ſtate to me thoſe ceremouies ſhow'd 
That to ſo greata fauorite were due, 
And Fortune ſtill with honors did me load, 
As though no meane ſhein my =_ knew, 
Or heauen to me morethen to man had ow'd, 
at to the world vnheard of was and new) 
And wasto other ſparing ofherſtore 
Till ſhe could giue, or aske I could no more, 


Thoſe high preferments he vpon me laid, - 
Might make the world me publikely to know 
Such as in iudgementrightly being wai'd, 
Seemed too great for me to yndergo, 


Nor could his hand from powring on be ftat'd S 


VntillI fo abundantly did flow, | 
That _— downe whence latelyTwascloame, 
Danger bid feare if further I ſhould roame, 


For firft from Knighthood riſing indegree, 
The office of the Jewell houſe mylor, ©: + + 
After the Roles he frankely gaue to mee, - 
From whence apriuic CounſellerT got, 
Choſe of the Garter : and the Earle to bee 
OfEflex : yet ſufficient theſe not 
But tothe great VicegerencieT grew, 
Being atitle as ſupreame as new. 


So well did me theſe dignities befit, - 
And honor ſo meeuery way became, :': > !i' 
As more then manIhad beenmadefor it, 
Or as from me it had deriu'd the name : 
Where was that man whoſe loue I not requit 
Beyond his owne imaginarie aime, | hy 
Which had me ſuccour'd necrelybeing driven '. 


Asthingsto methatidlely werenor giuen'?'” 
What toneueſo flow the tale ſhall notrepore i 


Ofhoſpitable Friſcobaldand mee, 


And ſhew in how reciprocall a ſort ang either ics 


My thankes did withhis courteſie agree,; 3 ii - 
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When as my meanes in Italy were ſhort | 
That me relieu'd, lefle great that wouldnotbee, 
When Iof England Chancellor was made, 
His former bounties librally repard? 


Themaner briefly gentler Muſe relate, 
Since oft before it wiſely hath been told, 


| Theſudden change of vnauoided fate, 


That famous Merchant reuerend Friſcobald 

Grew poore, and the ſmall remnantofhis ſtate 

Was certaine goods to England he had ſold, 
Which in the hands of Creditors but bad, 
Small hope to ger, yetlefler meanes he had, 


Hitherhis wants him forciblie conſtrain'd, 

Though with long trauell both by landand ſeas, 

Ledbythis hope that only now remain'd, 

Whereon his fortune finally he laics, 

Andifhe found that friendſhip heere were fain'd, 

Yetatthe worſt itbetter ſhould him pleaſe, 
Farreout of ightto periſh heere vaknowne, 
Then ynrelicu'd be pitied ofhis owne. 


Itchanc'd as I toward PeftmiFer did ride, 

Mongſt the great concourſe paſling to and fro, 

Anaged man Thappily eſpide, . 

Whoſe outward looks much inward griefe did ſhow, 

Which made menotehim, and the moreIey'd 

Him, me thought more preciſely Iſhould know, 
Reuoluing long it came into my mind, 
This was the man to me had been ſo kind : 


Was therewithall ſo ioyed with his fight, 
(With the deare ſight of hisſo reuerend face) 
That I could ſcarcely keepe me from talight, 
Andin mine armes him openly embrace ; 


Weighing yet (well) what _—_— might, 
place 


Hebcing a ftranger and the publike 


Checktmy affeQion, till ſome fitterhower 
Onhimmylouc effeQually might ſhower, 
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Neuer,quoth I,was Fortune ſo yniuſt. 3f792077 1 wile 

As todo wrong vntoithy noble hart, - bt th 175; J 

VVhat man ſo wicked could betray the truſt * 

Of one ſoypright of ſo good defart? if, 

And - marks obey necefſitie thou muſt, PEEL 

As whenthe orearſithe ſame tome thouart, ' ©, oo 
Letme alone the laſt beleftofall, © OOO 
That from the reſt declin'd not with thy fall, pa Ys b 


And calling to a Gentleman of mine, 91007 24 
VViſe and diſcreetthat well Iknewtobeezi 17 9507 
Shew'd him that flranger, wlioſedeiectedeyne- mY. 
Fixt on the carth nere once lookt vp at mee, ' 
Bid yonder man come home to me and dine 
(Quoth1) beſpeake him reuerent! (you ſee) 
Scorne not his habit, little canſt thou tell EA 
How rich a mind inthoſe meane tags doth diyell. 


He with my name that kindly did him greete, 

Slowly caſt yp his deadly-mouing eye, | HEE 

Thatlong time had beenfixed onhis feete, © 33/961 

To looke no higherthen hismiſerie, 7 i D410 ij 

Thinking him more calamitie did greete, 

Or that I had ſuppoſed him ſome ſpye, © pe Pers 
VVith a deepe figh that from his hearthe drew,. - 
Quothhe,his will accompliſhtbe by you.” _ - oa 


My man departed and the meflage done; NG 
He whoſe ſad heart with firange impreſſions ftrooke, - © ' 
To thinke ypon this accident begun, . | 
And on himſelfe ſuſpitiouſly tolooke, IC2 246.7 GS 
Into all doubts he fearefully doth run, | 
Oft himſelfe cheering, oft himlelfe forſooke : 
Strangely perplext vnto my houſe doth come, x 
Not knowing why iudp'd nordreadin gyet his doome, 


Myſeruants ſethis comming to attend, Bk 
That were thercinnot common for their skill, 

V'Vhoſle vſage yetthe former didamend: - 
Hchop'dnat good, nor guiltie was of ill, 
»*::5/1 + "144 
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Fortune =—_ he) then worke on MAL willsel> 25 919 2©1{1-710b7 
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bat very hardly could containemy teares) 
Kindly ſalute him, call him byhisname, | 
| Andofttogether aske him haw he cheares,.:; - 
With fill along maintaining the.extreame;;:.., 
Yet thoughtthe man he hadbeenin a dreame., 


Atlength Cawake him gently Tbegan -* 
Wichrhisdemand,if once he tidnot kaojt 
One Thomas (romwele poore Ebghtrmah, _ SES 
By him relieu'd when'he was driven fow «© LD 
When Iperceiu'd he my,cemembrance wan, 

Yet with his tcares. ieGlendly didſhow Wor: 


Iwept for woe to ſee mine-hoſidifireſh,,: : 
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With all that grace orreuerence him migheget: | 
Whichall the while yer filently be heares, | 
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Great ſummes I gatie him, and What was his due- 
Madeknowne, my ſelfe became his aduocare, 
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But Maſe recount, hella aa Rethoryath;” Sodrr nam 45208 

How this great change ſo quickly came about, *' © -*'/ + | 

And alucths cauſe of his ad do workull was fi: : 

In cuery = che {nm Realme throughout, ' 

Being efteRedin fo little ſpace, 

Leaue not thereof poſteritic todoube, . 
That with the world obſcured elſe may bee, ; . 
Ifin this placercucalednotby thee, 


If the whole land didon the Church relie, - 
Hauing full power Kingsto account tocall,- 
Thatto the world read only policie, . 
Beſides heauens keyes toſtop or letin all, 
Let me but know from her ſupremacie 
How ſhe ſhould come ſoſuddenly to fall : 
T was more then chance fare putahand thereto, 
That had the power fo greata thing todo, 


Or ought there were had biding vnder Sunne, 
Who would haue thought thoſe edifices great, 
Which firſt religion hofilybe neg | 
The Church approu'd, and wiſdomie richly ſeare, ' 
Deuotion nourtſh'd, faith allowance wonne, 
Andall that them mightany way compleate, 
Should in their ruines buried lie, _ 
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But thatbegun and ended frqmtheskic? - 


And theKing late obedientto herlawes, 
Againſt theClerke of Germany had writ, 
As he that firffrr'dinthe Churches cauſe, 
Againſthim greatlicſt rhat oppugned it, ' 
And wan from her ſogratefull an vpplaukes 
Then in her fauour chiefly that did fit, - 
Thatas the prop, whereon ſhe only ftai'th, 
Himſhe inftil'd Defender of the facth, ety 
But nottheir power,whoſe wiſdomes themdidplace 
In the firſtranke, the oracles of ſtate, an 
Who that opinion ſtrongly did embrace, 
Which chrough thelatithcoined was of late, 


Then ought atall _—_ in - = 
powerfull doome of vnauoided fate, ; 
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of the Lord Gromwell, 


Damnation yet to queſtion what ſhe ſaid 

Made moſt ſuſpeRthe faith they had beenin, 
When their ſaluation eaſly mightbebought, 
Found not this yet the way thatthey had ſought, 


When thoſe ill humours ripened to a head, 
Bred by the ranknefle of the Plengious land, 
Andthey not only ngely rom her fled, 
Bound for her ancientlibertie to ſtand, 
But what their fathers gaue herbeing dead, 
The ſonnesrap'd from her with a violent hand, 
And thoſe hoe buildings moſt of all abus'd 
That with the waighttheir fathers coffins bruis'd. 


The wiſeſt and moſt prouident but build, 
Fortime againe too waſtfully deſtroy, | 
The coſtly piles and monuments we guild, 
Succeeding time ſhall reckon bur a toy, 
Viciſſitude impartially wild, | 
The goodlieſt things be ſubie& to annoy, 
And what one age did ſtudiouſly maintaine, 
The next againe accounteth vile and yaine. 


Yettime dothtell, in ſomethings they did erre, 

That put their helpe her brauery to deface, 

When as the wealth, that taken was from her, 

Others ſoone raiſed, that did them diſplace, 

Theirtitles and their offices conferre 

On ſuch before, as were obſcureand baſe, 
Who would with herthey likewiſe downe ſhould go, 
And o'rthrew them that her did ouerthrow, 


And th'Romiſh rites that with a cleerer fight 

The wiſeſt thought theyiuſtly did reieQ, 

They after ſaw that the receined light 

Not altogether free was from defe©t, 

Myſterious things being not conceiued right, 
Thereof bredin the ignorant negle&, - 

Forin opinion ſomething ſhortdoth fall, 
Wantsthere haue been and ſhall be ill inall, 


54 be life and death 


But negligent ſecuritie andeaſe 
Vnbridle ſenſualitie begat, 
That only ſought his appetite to pleaſe, 
As inthe midfi it of abundance far, 
The Church not willing others ſhould her praiſe 
Thar ſhe was leane, when as her lands were far, 

Her ſelfe to too much libertie did giue, 

Which ſome perceiu'd thatin thoſe times did liue, 


Djerce the wiſe Plowman in his vifion ſaw 

Conſcience ſore hurt, yet ſorer was affraid 

The ſeuen great ſins to hell himlike co draw, 

And to wiſe Clergie mainly cri'd for aid; 

Falne ere he wiſt (whom perillmuch didawe) 

On vncleane Prieſts whilftfaintly he him ſaid, 
Willing good Clergie teaſe his wretched caſe, 
Whom theſe ſtrong Giants hotly had in chaſe. 


Clergie call'd Friers which neere athanddid dwell, 

And them requeſts to take in hand the cure, 

Bur for their Leechcraft that they could not well, 

He liſted not their dreffing to endure, 

VVhen in his eare Necd ſoftly him did tell 

(And ofhis knowledge more did himaſflure) 
They came for gain theirend which they did make, 
For which on them the charge offoules they take, 


And voluntarie pouertie profeſt, 

By food of Angels ſeeming as toliue; _ 

Bur yet with themth'accounted were the beſt 

That moſtto their fraternitie doe giue, 

And beyond number that they were increas'd: | 

If ſo (quoth Conſcience) thee may Ibeleccue, 
Then tis in vaine more on them to beſtow, 
If beyond number like they beto grow. 


The Frier ſoone feeling Conſcience had him found, 
And hearMg how Hypocrifie did thrive, 
That many Teachers euery where did wound, 

For which Contrition miſerably did gricue : 


Now 


of the Lord Gromyell, 


Now in deceit to ſhew himſelfe profound, 

His former hopes yetlaſtly to reuiue - 
Gets the Popes letters, whereofhe doth ſhape 
Him a diſguiſe from Conſcience to eſcape. 


And fo towards goodly Vaitic he goes, 
Aftrong-builr Caſtle ſtanding very hie, 
VVhere Conſcience liv'd to keepe him from his foes, 
VVhom leſt ſome watchfull Centinell ſhould fpie, 
And him ynto the garriſon diſcloſe, 
His cowle about him carefully doth tie, 

Creepes to the gate and cloſely thereat beare, 

As one thatentrance gladly would intreate. 


Peace the good porter readie ſtill at hand 

I: doth vnpin, and praies him God to faue, 

Andafter faluing kindly doth demand 

VVhat was his will, or who he there would haue ? 

The Frier low lowrting crofling with his hand, 

Speak with Contrition (quoth he) I would craue, 
Father (quoth Peace) your comming is in yaine, 
For him of late Hypocrihie hath ſlaine. 


Codſhield (quorh he) and turning vp.the eyes, , 

Toformer health I hope him to reſtore, 

For in my skill his ſound recouerie lies, - 

Doubt not thereof if ſetting Godbefore. 

Arcyoua ſurgeon, Peace againereplies; 

Yea(quoth the Frier) and ſentto heale his ſore : 
Come neere (quoth Peace) and God your comming ſpeed, 
Neuer of help Contrition had more need, | 


And for more haſte he haleth in the Frier, 
And his Lord Conſcience quickly ofhim told, 
VVhoentertain'd him with right qopue; cheere: 
OFir (quoth he) intreate you thatI coul 
Tolend your hand vnto my Cofin deare 
Contrition, whom a ſore diſeaſe doth hold, 

That wounded by H the of late, 

Now lieth inmo defpernne eſtate. 
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Sir (quoth the Frier) I hope himſooneto ture,” ..- 
Which to your comfort quickly youſhall ſee, 
Will he a while my dreſſing but endure; 
And to contrition therewith commeth hee, 
And by faire ſpeech himſelfe of himaſſure, 
But firſt of all going thorough for his fee : 
VVhich done (quoth he) if outwardly you ſhow 
Sound, t'notauailes if inwardly or no, 


But ſecretly aſloiling of his fin, 

No other med'cine will vnto him lay, 

Saying that heauen his filuer him ſhould win, 

And to giueFriers was better then-topray, 

So he were {hricu'd what need hecare a pin. 

Thus with his patient he ſo long did play, 
Vntill contrition had forgot to weepe, 


This the wiſe plowman ſhew'd me from his ſleepe, 


He ſaw their faults, that looſly liued then, 

Othersagaine our weakneſſes ſhall ſee : 

For this is ſure hebideth not with men 

That ſhall know all to be what they ſhould bee : 

Yetlet the faithfull and induſtrious pen _ 

Haue the due merit ; but returne to mee, . 
Whoſe fall this while blind Fortune did deuilſe, 
To be as ſtrange as ſtrangely did riſe, 


Thoſe ſecret foes yet ſubrly todeceiue, 

That me maligning lifted at my ſtate, - 

The King to marry forward (till Theaue, | 

(His former wife being repudiate) 

To Anxethe ſiſter of Ye Duke of Cleaue, 

The German Princes to confederate, - 
Tobacke me till gainſt thoſe againftme lay, 
Which as their owneretain'd mchere in) pay. 


Which my deftruQtion principally wrought, ' 
When afterward abandoning herbed, 

Which to his will to paſſe could notbe brought, 
So long as yet I beare about my head *-: |) 


of the Lora (romwell, 
The only man her ſafetie that had ſought, 
Ofher againe and only fauoured, 


Which was the cauſe he haſted tomy end, 
Vpon whoſe fall hers likewiſe did depend, 


For in his high diſtemprature ofblood 

Who was ſo great whoſelife he did regard? 

Or what was it thathis deſires withſtood 

He not inueſted were it nere ſo hard? 

Nor held he me ſoabſolutely good, 

That rhough Icroft him yer I ſhould be ſpar'd, 
Bur with thoſe things I laſtly was to go, 
Which he to ground did violently throw. 


When IPimchefter with all thoſe enemies 


Whom my much power from audience had debarrd, 


The longer time their miſchiefes to deuiſe, 
Feeling with me how laſtly now it far'd, 
When I had done the King that did ſuffice, 
Laſtly thruſt in againſt me to be heard, 
When all was ill contrarily turn'd good, 
Making amaine to th ſhedding of my blood, 


And that the King his aQtion doth deny, 

And on my guilt doth altogether lay, 

Hauing his riot ſatisfied thereby, 

Secmes not to know howT therein did ſway, 

What late was truth conuerted herchie : 

When he in me had purchaſed his pray, 
Himſelfe to cleerc and fatisfie the ra 
Leaues me bur late his inftrument therein. 


Thoſe lawesI made, my ſelfe alone to pleaſe, 
To giue me power more freely to my will, 
Euento my equals hurtfull ſundrie waies, 
(Forced to things that moſt do ſay were ill) 
Vpon me now as violently ceaze, | 
By which Llaftly periſht bymy skill, 
Onmine owne necke returning (as my due) 
That heauic yoke wherein by me they drew 
Wo Oo 
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My greatneſſe threatned by ill-boding eyes, 

My ations ſtrangely cenſured of all, 

Yet in my way my giddines not ſees 

The pit whercinT likely was to fall : 

O were the ſweets of mans felicities 

Often amongſt not temp'red with ſome gall, 
He would forget by his ore weening skill, 
Iuſt heauen aboue doth cenſure good andill, 


Things ouer rancke doneuer kindly beare, 
As in the corne the fluxure, when we ſee 
Fill but the ſtraw when it ſhould feed the eare, 
Rotting that time inripening it ſhould bee, 
And being once downe it ſelte can neuer reare : 
With vs well doth this ſimilic agree, 

(By the wiſe man) due to the greatin all, 

By their owne weight b'ing broken intheirfall, 


Selfe-louinz man what ſooner doth abuſe, 
And more then his proſperitie doth wound ? 
Into the deepe but fall how can he chuſe 
That ouer-ſtrides whereon his foot to ground? 
Who ſparingly proſperitie doth vſe, 
And to himlelfe doth after-ill prepound, 
Vnto his height who happily doth clime, 
Sits aboue Fortunc, and controlleth time, 


Not chufing that vs moſt delight doth bring, 
And moſt thatby the generallbreath is freed, 
Wooing that ſuffrage; but the vertuous thing 
Which in it ſeife is excelent indeed, 

Of which the cepth and perfe& managin 
Amongſt the moſt, but few there be that heed, 
AﬀeCting that agrecing with theirblood, 

Seldome enduring never yet was good, 


But whil | we ſtriue too ſuddenly to riſe 

By flattring Princes with a ſeruill tong, 

And being ſoothers to their tyrannies, 
Worke our more woes by what doth many wrong, 


And 
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And ynto others tending iniuries, 

Vnto our ſelues it hapneth oft among 
In our owne ſnares vnluckily are caught, 
Whilſt our attemprs fall inſtantly ro naught, 


The Counſe!l Chamber place ofmy arreſt, 
Where cbiefc I was, when greateſt was the tore, 
And had my ſpeeches —_ of the beſt, 
That did them as hie Oracles adore : 
A Parliament was laſtly my enqueſt, 
That was my ſelfe a Parliament before, 
The Tower hill ſcaffold laſt I did aſcend : 
Thus the great'{tman of England made his end. 


CUMichael Drayton. 
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FY 3 acquaint you.with the cauſes why I 
y| haue wiitten. Haujng ſpent ſome truant 

> 531 houres in the ſtudy of this Art,and wil. 
LPSCREARRA) ling to imploy,mypen to the benefit of 
nine owneſtudies,and the profitand pleaſure of others, I 
chanced irrreading that worthy work, intituled, The Mir- 
zour for Magiſtrates, to coniecture, if I ſhould vadertake 
that imperfect hiſtorie, that notonly experience, the mo. 
therof prudence, would furniſh my priuate ſtudies with 
betteriudgement ; butalſo that I could not better benefit 
others, by offering them a taſte of the vnſauourie fruits of 
my labours ; then by gining them paternes to ſhun vice 
and follow vertue : in this conieture my volumarie will 
nottodo nothing, did ſet ſuch edge vpon my deſire, and 
the preſidents of diuers learned, yea ſome noble perſo- 
nages, pen-men of that worke, gaue me ſuch encourage- 
ment, that though I wanted not judgement to know, that 
I ſhould wantskill to compaſſe itzyet that want of skil,be- 
ng ſupplied with good wil to do wel,I haue collected the 
lives of ten famous Princes, worthie Mirrours, omitred in 
the former part of this worke: which preſent not intheir 
proper places,asI did purpoſe,but as a part of themſelues 
with dependancie-vpon an Induction, that the Reader 
mayobſerue that method of arguments before cuery life, 
which I did intend to haue continued through the whole 


worke,if time and mine owne affaires would hauc ſuffered 
me 
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meto proceed, but being called away by vtheranfſþy. 
ments, I muſtof force leaueit either vmto thoſe; whoſe 
good opinionofſo worthie an hiſtorje, "may: inde their 
endeuors towards the perfetingof the ſame,oryntil I(hal 
find occalion hereafter to c6tinue that, powaluaft finiſh- 
ed,which I haue left vnaccompliſhed; of thofe teh,which 
I haue pened,the laſt, though itwere written before in the 
former part; yet for that the matter and ſtile thereof were 
generally diſliked of M. Ferrers, M. Baldwine andother: 
and alſo for that many principall occurrentsin-thefame 
were exempted, I haue written againe, placing it in his 
order, being the laſt of the ten. In the handling of which, 
not taking a pocticall licence to faſhion all things after 
mine ownefancie,butlimiting my ſelfe withinrthebouhds 
of an hiſtoricall writer, I haue followed thoſe Aurthois; 
who in the cenſure of our beſt iudgements arethe moſt 
authenticall. For the verſe, I haue choſen the fourthpro- 
portion, whichis the Stanza of ſeuen, preferring it before 
the fift, which is the ſtaffe of eight, becauſcitis chiefly vſed 
of our ancient and beſt hiſtoricall Poers ; and thotghl 
confeſle that of eight to hold better band, yetis it more 
tedious toa writer, being it binds him to the band of two 
foures intertangled, which if heobſerue not, itisno hui: 
taine or ſtaffe of eight, bur fals into the firſt proportis, me 
king two quadteins.To the learned I only write,in whom 
5 my chiefeſt hope, for that they be learned,a cauſe ſuffic 
ent not to doubt any enuious conſtruRion, being a vice 
not proper totheirgoodeducation: whom if I haue 
pleaſured. I craue but their good word formy 
good will, if otherwiſe,their pordonfor 
- my paines. Farewell, 
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MIT 7 Muſe, that mongft meane birds whilome,did wane her flaggie wing, 

Ve P 41d Cuckon-like of Caftaes wrongs,m ruitich tuner did fnig, (hits 
10 Now with the mornes cloud: climing Lark muſt mount a'pitch more 

e Toues bird with ſtedfa#t lookes. vs the Sunnes bright tie 

Tea ſhe, that whilome beg ger-like her beg gers ape did ſing, | 

Which ini d by the guilt of time to light ſhe dur$t not bring, 

In flately ſtile tragedian-likewitb\(acred furie fed, 

CMuit now record the tragicke deeds of great Heres dead, 


; Vouchſafe then thou great King of heaun, the heau'nly drops t'infuſe 


Of ſacred inyce wto my pen, gme ſtrength unto my Mnſo - 
Tomount alaftwith powerfull wigs and let ber voice be ſtrong, © 

That ſhe may fmite the golden ftarres with ſound of her great ſong. 
When Toue-borne Phoebus fierie ſteeds about theworld had bin, 
ſndwearied with their yearely tacke, had taken wp ther Inne 

Farre in the Sonth, When cold bad nipt the hawthornes rugged rinde, 
(And linely ſap of ſunmmer ſweet, from blait of bluitring winds 

Had ſunken downe-intd the roote, whoſe thorme broWves besÞrent 

With froitie dew, did hang their heads,and ſummers loſſe lament ; 

UM) limbes benumb'd with vnkind cold, my life blood waxing chill, 
Armas my want 1 Walked forth to eaſe me of ſuch'ill : 

But when 1 came in fields abroad, and view'd the WaStefull ſpight 
Ofwrathfullwinter, grieu'd 1was to ſee fo ſada fight - | 

The ſhadie woods, inwhich the birds to build their neafts were ſeen, 
Whoſe waxing heads in aire ſhot vp were crown'd with youthfullgreene, 
No clad in coate af motlie hue didmaike in poore array,  - 

Rough Boreas with tus bluFteringblaFts badbloWven their leanes awny, 
Inſtead of bloſſomes on the bonghes,theſpringwhileme begun," ' 
Which through the leanes did ſeeme to laugh upon the ſummers Sunne, 
Now nought bnt hoarie froft was ſeene, each branch teares downe did ſent. 
Whoſe dewie drops myficcles vpon eachboughdepend:- _ - tA — 
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T hemifireſrof how wt quixe, the warblin ls > ney AN 
That wont to raviſh with delight, P "tnhabitaxits, that 
About the greene\voed ſide, forgot the layes ſhe ſung befure, "pd 
For griefe of ſummers golden loſſe ſhe noW could; ag 09 ates. 1 Y 
eAndallthequirethat wont with her tb t4r apart and ory **> © 
Concordant diſcords in ſweet ſiraine for welcame ws prog 
Sate ſilent on the froitie bo, and ſpnddering allfor col, 
Did ſhroud the head beneath thewing, the day Was waxed old, : 
None but the Red-breft and the Wie ; did ſing the enen away,  FRYZR 
end that innotes of ſad record for _ latedecay; OY ON 1 
T7 he field, which whilome Ceres crown d with goldeneares ad corme; 
* eAnudall the pattyre- ſpringing meades, which Pales did adorne, Pb 
L ook pale for woe, the winterie ſnow had conered all their greene, 
Nought elſe upon thegrafſeleſſe ground, but winters waitewas frome: 
The ſhepheards feeble flocke pent up within the bounded fold, 
So faint for food, , that ſcarce their feetetheir bodies could vphold,. 
Did hang the head with heauie cheare, as they would learne to monrne 
The thrall in which they now did line, by fhepheard left forlorne + 
eAll ſweet delight of ſummer paFt, coldwinters breath had blaited, 
The Sunne in bras # ſhone pale 01 earth to ſee her Wombe ſo' waited > 
eAllwhich,as I gries d at ſuch ſight,the fields alone did range, 
Did teach me know all things on earth were ſubieft vnto change. 
How fond (me thought ) were mortall men, the truFteſſe ſtay totraft - 
Of things on earth, ſince heere on earth all things returns to dufÞ? oo 
Who ſo in youth doth boa#t of ſtrength, me thought vhe lofrie oake + 
Would teach him that his ſtrength muit vade, when age begins to o yoke 
Hts youth full necke, enen by it ſelfe, his leanie lockes being ſhed,” ' 
eAndbranchedarmes ſhranke vp with froft, as if they bad been ds $95 I 
The lonely Lilhe, that faire flower for beautie pait compare," on 5 
Whem winters cold keene breath hadkill d, andblaited all ber faire, 
Might teach the faireFt vnder hean'n, that beauties freſneit greens 
When ſpring of youth us ſpent will vade,as it had nener been; oy} 
The barren ſields, Which whilome floxer d as they wouttd nener fade, + * 
Inricht with ſunmers golden gifts, which now been alldecayd, © 0 \ 
Did ſhew in ſtate there Was no trait,in wealth no certaine ſtay, 
One ſtormie blait of frowning chance could blow them all away; 
Ont of the yeares alternate courſe this leſſon Tdid con, 
In 4 pg 05 on earth of moFt anaile aſſurance therewas none:. «| 


Fat 


ut fancie feeding-on theſe thoughts, as I alone did wend, 

Nheclocke did ſtrike, whoſe chime did tell the day was at an end; 

(he volden Sunne, daies guide, was -=_ and m his purple bed 

Had laid him downe, the heau'ns about their aznre curtaines ſpread, 
Andall the tapers lighted were, as t'Were the watch to keepe, 

Let pat her houre night ſhould vſurpe, while he ſecure didſleepe, 
Then clad in cloake of miStie fogges the darke night vp did come, 
Jndnith grim griſlie looke did ſeeme to bidme get me home; 

He was 1 lea,net as beforewith ſalace from the field, 
ThewofullwaSte of ſummer pat had all my pleaſure ſpill d: 

When home 1 came, nipt with ſharpe cold of Boreas bitter aire, 
ter repa$t to my warme bed forthwith I made repaire, 

Where for the nights were tedious growen, and [ diiturb'd in mind_ 
With thoughts f that daies obielt ſrene,not vnto ſleefie inclin'd, 

In 4d fit, my backe behind the pillow ſoft did ſtay, 

Andcalld for light,with booke in hand to paſſe the time away ; 
0fwhich each line which ] did reade, in nazure did agree 

Wih that true wſe of things, which 1 the day before did ſee ; 
AMirronr bight for Magiftrates, for title it did beare, 

Imhich by painfull pens, tbe fals of Princeswritten were : 

There,as in glaſſe, 1 did behold, what day before did ſhow, 

That beautie. ſtrength, wealth, worlds vame pompe, and all to duFt do go; 
There did 1 ſee triumphant death beneath hzs feet tread downe 

The ſtate of Kings, the purple robe,the ſcepter and the crowne ; 
Wubout reffect with deadly dart all Princes he did ſtrike, 

The vertuous and the vicious Prince to him been both altke ; 

Nought elſe they leaue vntoucht of death except avertuous name, 
Which dies, if that the ſacred wine eternize not the ſame, 

Why then (ye thrice three borne of Toue) why then be ye deFfisd ? 
lrvertue dead ? hath daintie eaſe in her ſoft armes ſurpris'd 

The manhood of the elder world*hath ru$t of time denour d 
ThHeroes ſtocks that 89 your heads ſuch golden bleſſings ſhowr d ?. 
This folent night, when all things lie mm lap of ſweet repoſe, 

Te only Wake, the poWvres of ſleepe your eyes do nener cloſe, 

Toſpe\v the ſempiternitie, towhich therr names ye raiſe 

On wings of your immortall verſe, that truly merit praiſe, 
But where's the due of your deſert,or Where your learnings meed ? 
Wet only naw the baſer ſprite, Whom dunghill dit doth breed; 
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But they that boaſt themſclues to be in honors boſomee borne, 
Diſdame your wiſdome, and ds hold your ſettaries in ſcorne, 

No maruell then, me thought ot was,that in this booke | read, 

So many a Prince I found exempt, as if their names been dead, 

Who for deſert among#t the beit a place might inStly claime : 

But who can put on any ſpirit to memorize the name 

Of any dead, whoſe thankleſſe race t whom learning ſhapes the leg 

In humble wiſe, yet in contempt bids learned wits gobeg ? 

es thus inbed with books in hand I ſate contemplating, 

The humorous night was waxed old, ſtill lence huſht each thing,  . 
The clocke chim'd twelue,to which as I vith liftning eares attend, 
As fignes of fraile mortalitie allthings I _ ; 

The daylight pat, as life Ideeme, the night as death to come, 

The clecke that chini # deaths fatall knell,that call d me to my doome, 
Still flence reft from worldly cares, my bed the grane I thinke, 

In Which, with heart to heaun vp-lift,at length [ downe did ſinke : 
Where after ſtill repoſe when as thin vapors had reftrain'd 

The moting powers of common ſenſe, and ſleepe each ſenſe enchaind, 
Whether the watchfull fantaſie d1d now — reftore 

_ of things ſenſible, which I had ſeene before ; 

And ſo ſome dreame it only was, which I intend totell, 

Or viſion ſent Ile nat diſcuſſe, tomeit thus befell : 

A ſudden ſound of trumpe I heard, whoſe blait ſo loud was blowne, 
That in a trance 1 ſenſeleſſe lay, fraile mortall there was none 

That heard ſuch ſound,conld ſenſe retaine;my chamber wals did ſhakg, 
Vp flew the doores,a voice I heard, Which thin diitin(Hy ſpake : 
eAwake from ſleepe, lift vp thy head, and be no whit diſmat d, 

I ſerne the Deities of heau'n, their hefts mu#t be obeid, 

And noWv am ſent from her thathoepes the ftore-houſe of the mind; 
The mother of the Muſes nine, for thee ſhe hath aſſign d 

For her deſigne, the night to come in ſleepe thou must not ſpend; 
Prepare thy ſelfe, that gain#t ſhe come, her will thou mai$t attend, 
As to theſe words I liftning lay, and had reſumedſpright, 
I boldly looked round about, and loe, there ſtood in ſight 

True Fame, the trumpeter of heau'n that doth deſire inflame 
Togloriow deeds, andby herpower eternifies the name ; 


A golden trumpe her right hand held, which when ſpe Iift to ſonnd, 


Can ſmite the ſtarres of hea n, and bring the dead from vnder ground; 


Vpon 


e Induction. 
ſhwher heada chaplet ſtood of nener vading greene, 


mhich honor gaze, to gine to them that fauour dofher been : 


#h names of ſuch, whom honor did renowne for deeds of worth, 
Ar Ibeheld her Princely port,zet trembling all for feare, 

Aſennd of heaunly harmonee did pierce my pleaſedeare, 

hrapture of whoſe ſweet delight, as 1 didraniſvt lie, 

Ne goddeſſe dread whom Fame foreipoke did ſtand before mine tie, 
The Ladie of mount Helicon, the great Pierian dame, 

Im Whom the learned ters nine derige ther birth and name, 
hyplden garments clad ſhe Was, which time cannener weare, 

Nor fretting moth conſume the ſame, which did embroydered beare 
The afts of old Heroes dead, ſet downe in ſtately verſe, 


hich ſitting by the horſe-foot ſpring, Toues dawghters did rehearſe : 


fue Damſels did attend on her, who With ſuch wondrous chill 
Nomtheir ſenerall funtFions works, to ſerne their Ladies will, 
Tutwhat ſhe ſeckes on earth, to ſee, to heare, ſmell, tate or touch, 
They can preſent the ſame with ſpeed, their power and kill are ſuch. 
limnamazment at ſuch ſight 1 in my bed aid ie, 

Shethus beffake : 1 am, quoth ſhe,the Ladie Memorie, 
Jueswelbelou d Mnemoſyne, that keepes the wealthie ſtore 
(fumes rich treaſure, where the deeds that hane been done of yore 
llorecord, and when in bookes I chance to find the Fame 

0fary after death decaid, I dorenine the ſame. 

Twning the volume large of late, in which my Clio ſings 

Tie deeds of worthie Britaines dead, 1 find that many Kings 

Lrempred are, whoſe noble alts deſerneetermtie, | 

tulmongFt our Mirronrs challenge place for allpoSteritie: 

For wich my [tation 1 haue left, and now am come to thee, 

Ths night thou mit abandon ſleepe, my pen-man thou mu#t bee. 
li _ [ : O goadeſſe great,the take thou doFt impoſe 

Exceeds the compaſſe of my 5kill, r ts fitter farre for thoſe, 

Phoſe pens ſireet NeCtar do diitill, ro Whom the power ts ginen 
ſpoutheir Winged verſe to rap their readers vp to heau'n, 

Trepinions of my humble Muſe be all too weake to flie 

large a flight 3 theirs be this tacke that lone to ſaare on high, 
Inhow can they ſuch tacke vp-take, that in aſtately ſtraine 
lure rais'd the dead ont of the auit ; yet after all their paine, 


Herwings were n bite as ſnow, with which ſhe compa#t heau'n andearth 
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when their ſmeet Muſe in vertues praiſe hath powred out their tore, 
ere (till desþ :5'd and dooms d for aye with vertue to be poore, 
To this, alas, quoth Memorie, it grienes me to behold 

The learned wits left all forlorne, t'whom whilome it was told 
Mzcenas was reviudagaine; yet grieue I moretoſee 

The loathed lozeil to prophane that ſacredmy#terie, 

Each vulgar wit, that what it s, could neuer yet define, 

In rag ws the with lips profane, will call the learned nine 

To helpe him vtter forth the ſpawne of his vnfruitfull braine, 
1Vhich makes our peereleſſe poeſie to be in ſuch diſdarne, 

That now it shils not whether Pan dopipe, or Phoebus play, 
Tom Tinkar makes beit harmonie topaſſe the tame away - 

For this [ griene, for this the ſeed of Joue are held in ſcorne, 
Yet not for thrs our Worthies dead are to be left forlorne, 

For ſo no future age ſhould know the truth of things forepaFt, 

T he names of their forefathers dead World in the duit becaft, 
Then de not thou thy helpe denie, I will condutt thy per, 

And Fame ſhall ſummon vp the ghosts of all thoſe worthie men, 
That mong#t our Mirrours are not found, that each one orderly 
May come to thee, to tell the truth of bis ſad tragedie. 


Th s hauing ſaid, ſhe tooke the booke from underneath my head, 
Ana terning ore the l:ancs, at laFt, ſhe thus begax toreade. 
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OF KING ARTHVYR. 


SEO OE, 
The eArgument, $X= rr 
es Wes by < IA 9" Alu 
7= fir# 1 find exemptedin our ſtorie 
Is noble Arthur, Albions ancient glorie, 
Who heere at home ſubdues the Saxon Kings , 
Then forren nations in ſabiettion brings, 
The Roman ho# with Lucius for their guide. 
Tobis vittorious ſword do ſtoope their priat : 
But home-bred broiles call backe the conquering King, 
Warres thunder bout the Britaine coaits doth ring, 
Gawins firme loyaltie at hu laf breath, : 
Arthurs la# conque#, wonnds and timeleſſe death, 
The trath of which, that we may heare, let Fame 
Summon his Gho#t to come and tell the ſame. 
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Another 


Jing eArthur. 
Another Argument, 


Fame founds her trumpe, King Arthur doth aſcend 
Tels Mordreds treaſon, death, and his owne end, 


/ 


ſ h, 


BO age hath bin, fince nature firſt began 
8 To worke [owes wonders, buthath leftbehind 
Soime deeds of praiſe for Mirroursynto man, 
I KY BY Whichmore then threarful lawes in'men inclind, 
ren ans) Io tread the paths of praiſe excites the mind, 
Mirrours tie thoughts to vertues due reſpeRs,. 
Examples haſten Seeds to goodefteRs.,. 


'Mongſt whom,thatI my ftorie ſo renown'd + 
May jo a Mirroug to the wotld commend, 
' Summon'd the firſt by Fames ſhrill trumpets ſound. ; 
Loe, I am come on earth:to find a friend, 
Who his aſſiſtance ynto me maylend, 
And with hispen paint out my hiftorie 
A perfe& Mirrour of true maieftie, ' 


f hk. tfaww# = a 


In whicti thetruth of my corrupted ſtorie 


Defac'd by flecting times inconſtant pen - 
Iwill declare, nor to aduance my glorie : 
Will I preſent vnto the view of men 
Ought, bur the ſcope of whart the truth hath ben, p 


Meane time thou pen-man of Mnemoſynie, 
Giuehcedfull eare ynto my tragedie, 


King" Azthnr. _ 

As from aire-threatning top#ofecdirs ths row 

The leaues, that whilome were ſo freſh preene, 

I" healthlefſe Autumnets' the ; 4 46fa | .. 

\ Andothers in their roomes at: 1 rnengn 311 Se: abs age 

Soproudeſt States among the ites ofmen '' 1:1 131i 1! £01 2M 
Now mount the lofic: ape ofFortumes wheels,: // R 
Now fall againe, now dy ld noreae” 1 + 


Foure times the ate of this ſamenoble le ; $orlY 
Hath changed been by frowardfaresdecregy! 7: > | 0 oily tl 4 
And on foure nationsPotrrunes front did nile, i rgnon boy 
Gracing their high attempes withviRrie” 5 D 212 101 V 
Ouer this Empire of GreatBritanie;” - 440 2; 

Yet none but one the Scepterlong did ſway; 

Whoſe conquering name endures yncill this _ 


* "Is 


firtthe proud Roman Ceſardid opprefſe | :02:280 * vil 
This ls with tributarie ſeruitudes/'! > 4 1ov71 2113 frog Y 
| Next thoſe two Saxon brethren hondien did ble," 3s herd 
, Who in our Brittiſh blood their blades imbru'd, 5 fa Y £2 —— 
And to their Lordly will thislandſubde' e097 5117 11111 Digi ti 
Thirdly the Dane didherrek remtine/ 2670 1 lit lid 


Andlaſtly Nortnarisouer vsdi dtajgne!" ; 1 3LV @6W ſrt 


Thus ſeeſt thou Fortunes ynitmpeached foree, /i:i 577 {1 16 l1 36 (+ 
And what it hath been in our Bricaige ftes 711949! 3097 2 
By this thou ſeeſt her whealesInconftanceour@, 2256! |piytn nl 
And how onearth norPrineenGroteneae!) uw 9f10 bY 949 h1:f 
Can long withſtand hetuinieuthirftin 15; THTESL 
Which my true ſto6Hesfad —_— aſhophe Ar CO NIOU 
Vnto the ſonnesbFimen can'ceftifie, 


lamthat «rtbar, whowhn honorswing': bor 21; 

Did mount Fames Palace'fii6n theworekichn hin: * e1395'2 

Fourth from falſe Yortigernietivſinping Kitg zo 1 

Who, that he mightwith firong allies combine | 

His ſhaken Rate, which then begandecline,'/ 1 
Wretch that he wasintothis land did bring” - A 
The Saxons withilght opt fu ying 

Pp 2 "The 
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The ſonne I was of VrerthatſtoutKaight,::/-;:--- 11 Hig ends 6 

Pendragon called forhispolicie.. -.;- - -;/ - , ts 

Not in Ignoblebirth brought forth tolight,. 

Though foesfalſe imputation vilifie;: - 141 tif nn 

My royall birth with egintofbaſlardie#*>: 7 1” 14h, 
But intrue wedlockes bands a noble Date! -;/: - 1+ - ..;/7 
Bore me, the fruit of louewithoordefame, ..;;--- '' | -. 1 


Whoſe former husband Goiles, that proud Duke, 
At Duuilioc in fight my fire firookedeads 
And 'mongft his ſpoiles {grexthefaire he egoke,;-.; 
With whom he did aſcendloyes amorousbed -'- ; - 
And left the fruit ofhis delightnew-bred 
Thetime might turneto ſhamein lawleſſe birth, . - 
He took the Dame to wife, who brought me forth. 


By Peeres confent Iin myyouth began . ©. . . 

Vpon the throne the fupreame _ to beare $ 

And at that time againſtthe boldeſt,man, C-: 

That breath'd on carth my ſpirit did not feare, 

In ſingle fight the combatantCappeare,; ' , 
Skilfull I was inknowledge of all fights,! .;.. +1 - 
That then was vſed among /martiall Knights, :- .. 


And atthattime my cloſe-neere fighting men, 
The frame of euery bloodie fight to know, 
In martiall feates, have exercifedbeen,... -- | r2irls 77 
And cuery one would''gainfitheforrenfoe;-;: 11 1 / 
With emulation ftriue their. deeds to fhow, ' ' {1 | 

In Courts where Kings, adore Bellonaes ſhrine, 

There the bright blaze of Chiualrie will ſhine. 


Vpon the mind, whoſe glorie-thirſting heart, 
By deeds of armesdidattrue honor aime, ./-' 
Such edge Iſet, that from eachforrenpart, 
The brood of £ Mars to Britaines Arivur came,. 
Ofhim to purchaſe the reward of Fame, 

And take that order, that Ithendid found, . 


Which till cbis day mencalithetable round. / £65CK&C V; 
X pon 
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Ring Arthur. | 
VYpon this tables ſuperficiall part: 
Statutes ingrauen were by mydecree, 
Vnto the which each we yalianthart, 
Thar of this famous fellowſhip would bee 
At Camelotby oath did firſtagree;' | 
And call'd they were among Rour: Chivalrie 
Armes, ſeuen religious of charicie. 


But where isnow this honor'ddignitie, 
That wont to be the care of —_— 
Orisitdead, or willnobilitie: - -| -! _ 3: 
Let char,which only wasto itaſſign'd,. 
Be now polluted by the baſer mind? . 
Alas _ while, that oncethebeſtreward - 
To vertuous deedibianow of noregard, 


Nogolden Churle, noelbow-vanting Iacke, 118834 9 
No peafanc baſe, norboene of duoghill mould, 612445 18 
Could find ſuch reaſare in hispedictspacke 617 ZACH BR D092: {HG 
Topurchaſe that, which faieon high didhold gy m_ D 193 HCY 1 
Fortrue defart, aboue the reach of gold; gar ot oItTG 20264060 
Thisorder then dame Vertuckkeprin tore d: yE 2:1: 07 2b til: 
For ſuch, as did hey ſacredſelfeadore,;: 1. 1-110) [Stedowy © 


Inthis new GouciſhofngbeeragRciaig)): 2611 47 f Lbl 110% 919 ol 
When hanors hopeſullbuds appear inmee,2:' a de aaron 


And promis'd goodly Citin nies es: q bi ob! 
My forward rae. being(etion fiet A ad 
My native land from Saxongyraanies yorio 23550 fe 0 
With phantafie ſtill workitig7 thefob,col. nd 
In ſleepe this (psRiicheg© m $41,290! 2 ou ail l 
AsI (me thought Af a rear 193691 5; wr - 
SE at 11, uy x41 f) 
In preſence came and mak ons n0qy ©: 
Tring he eſſesof her golden — haitelnid 205) 03 1 EY 
wringing both herhndayun ns  DBOS 002k 2 349% 
Yer peo } JON 25 2290299 ; 
With teares diglhytzeaſanth row ty AT 31 0125 34 


can? Pp $ Behold 


566 FeanpeAnrtbur.: 
Behold, quoth ſhe, behold me wretched wight, 
The forlorne Ladie of this noble Ile, {x 
From towring ſtate caſt downe by foes deſpight, 
Andofan Empreſſe, which I was ere while ' -{. 
OfSaxon yoke now made aſubic vile: | 


What bootes it what I was; fith now Lam 
The ſcorne of Fortune and the Britons ſhame? 


(0 noble Prince) vnſheath thy conq vering: _—_—_ 443) 
And faue that little, which: legeleaacts; >: 182 203 242 07 
Left nor for aye my antient glorie vade, i 
Norlet me ſubicCtlive, as thus youiler, 
To pride of barbarous foes, but ſetme Res. 
Thus ended ſhe her plaint, aid fachplighs: 3. (13 25. 
With piteous lookes 2-24:8acu 222821917 0) 


ba, a. ma epreſentingeveric howre-- 
apperance of ſuchthoughts did ſoexcite | 


y furie'gainſt the foethar alltmyporwre j2 3 1341 Lab bins! 
AT uſes "Thor the field arid |Home! highs: © 77 5503 1 $t07% 6» 
*Oflitle Britaine Prince a valiantKnight + - £1: 326)Sb i075 op 
Allide tome by blood: didrrofle the maine--  - 12 29-430 das 
To purchaſe honor withhis mattiall waineg! £541 
Here couldI ſing the deeds of warre ro thoez's hook wars: mIN 
Whereby my famous conqueſts thouſhould' khow,' 22ORPE £190) 
How heauen did grace mowith ſuch vidovie, TIO 1 140 


That intwelue battailes Idictanerchrow''+ 0 ct) 4 23k 
The mi htie forces of my warlikefoey0: (82 11 b: 820i: : 


And by my valor how didexpetÞ:101 |) oor; 
Thoſe Saxon foes, which herelong time did dyell,” 2* 


Hight Colgrim greateſt amonj 'tSaxonKingy þ (3g406 DET 
Ifirſt ſubdu d with honour dotBake] £52120 211 odseom9t 0 :W 


—_— pic he ypon thewindalikoin wes ©: bog 91162 3: »021920 6! 
mn to ſaue bimfelfe didlie” 1911 io 2421933 2 >; QONS, z 
won 


broad backeto Germaniey'**: 4 rey ign 7 Dh, 
Yetcould he not eſcapevntiinel z deleluoulTo 53 22d 4971 be” 
But here pr ornarey re 1am iþ 221693 div 


e oF Vnco 


- 


Vnto his norſhaneVediafaefinies Bol 2 hodt 924, 


He could not ſhunth'ediQefdeRtiniez; 11) 2:1 1 
But back't by them-be proudly did proclame -::-: 
T'inferre ſwift vengeance:'on burBritannie, 
Ifhe were not reſtor'dto dignitie:;t:. © *.* 
Which I diſdain'd and didprepareforfight; * 
Becauſe to that he claim'd he had noright. 


Andinafaire field by thoſe Bathes aparr, 

Which B/aded ſometimes Kingof'Britanie 

Had founded by the depth of powerfull are; 

My tentsI pight ; For there did fates decree; | 

That great King Colgrims ouerthrow ſhould bee; 
Whoſe mightie force my folke at firſtdid dread, 
Which by threeKings was in Barralialed.'' | >» 


For firſt did Bladu{f brother tothis King, - 
ConduQtthe vauntgard for this valiancie, 
Next Chelderick vnto the field did bring © 2 24 1 
His Germaine powers the ſtrokesof death torrie;* -- 
Who was a mightie Prince in Germanie,-''''/ + 
And inthe rereward {/grims ſelfe did lead 
The PiRsto fight, a people full of dread. 


The battailes ioit'd,cach aduerſe part oppoſde F FE2EU97 
Their ſtrength to ſtrength, theaire with dreadfull ſound 7, 
Ofſouldiers ſhouts did:echoas they cloſde, | 
Andeach one equallic gaue wound for wound, 
Till with the foes freſhfirength, which did abound, 

My men oppeſteolihebe ntofall, i - 

Whom thus wittimbuing words I did recall, 


(Yee empric harted ſonnes of Brare) quothT, 

Not worthie valiant Brwezsfarre-ſpreadname,  . 

What greatdefameof yourbig formes will flie 

Throughout thisworlds whble roimd;if-thisgreatſhame 

Ofſhamefull flight, yee doenorſtreightreclaime? 

Wherewiltyebolidlyfight and-ſcorne recoile, 

Ifnot in fight for yautiornenariuedſoyle? 
FP: 4 


568 King eArtbur. 
Are theſe th'effes of thoſe ſame glorious words, 
With which oflate your tongues didoftabound,' /* | 
Saying one hundred with theirpowerfull ſwords! /+ 
A thouſand hartleſſe foemen ſhould confound; > PI 
To your owne ſhame,alas,thisſhalbredown'd,”: ©» * 
Valeſle with ſpeed ye turne.couragioushed, C0550 
And make themfllie from whom yee lately fled, 


With deepe imprefſionofmfiwords being driven, 
Did break into the midiſtolttrenemieſo 5101 
Where cuffe for cuffe on either fide was giuen, ] 
The noiſe of whichflewecchoing vp to heauen, 
And with the thunder claps ofclaſhing armes 
Made aire to figh with ſound of humane armes, 


The skirmiſh burn'd, both-parts did equall beare 

Their heads aloft in this dayesbloodie fight, 

All ſtood it out, none ſtoopt to ſeruile feare, 

Their ſwords made mutualb wounds, andin their fight 

Their friends each whereiinfield lay reft of light: 
The carth made drunkewith blood did then abound, 
With fruites of death thick Rrow'd vpon the ground, 


All th'hoſt applauding myhigh valiancie': \ SED 


But when the trampling teedes ofheauens bright ſun 
Fell to the ſeas andlefe Ohmputeepe, 
And whenthe king offlames beganto run 
His golden head into the wauiedeep, 
When out of Eaſt bright Venus gan topeep, - 
Our ſtrength increaſt, which ane. diuine, 
Our foes Ln back,their yalor diddecline. -_ 


For when King Colgrimby my launce firook dead, 

And Bladulf by my power caſt downe as low: 

With their gigantike bulkes the earth did fpread,'' | 

The foes with one.cconſenttheir backes did ſhow, 

To faue each other inthatcommonwoes - i 
With wbom hight Cheldrikefled, who for the ſpoile 
Ofthis our land had left his natiue ſoile. 


Ring Irthi 


F 


Who being ſhrouded with the nightsblack wing, 
Truſting that ſhe would his deſignements hide, 
Tooke towards the marrin rand, in hope to bria 


His folk diſperſt,in darknefle vndeſcride 


S: 


Vnto his ſhips, which thenat ſhore did ride: 


But death betwixt them andtheir naui 


eſtood,. 


Our natiue earth drunk yp their ſtranger blood, 


The tout Duke Cador, that illuſtrate Kni 
Purſu'd the fliertill therifing ſun; - 


gbt, 


Deſcride the foes, who turning from. their flight, 


Both parts ſtood firme, the fightafreſh begun: 

But reldrikloft the conqueſt Cadoy wonne, 
Whoſe ſpoilfull ſword did ſpare no foes in death, 
For Cheldricks ſelf did there expire his breath, - 


Meane time to reſcue thatbold Britaine King, 


Prince Howell, King of little Britanie, 
Who ore the gulfic flood his folke did br 
Taffiſt vs gainſt our commonenemie: 


Towards Scotlands bounds wee marched peedilie, | 
Where gainſt the barbarous Pits he was the barre, 


ing, 


While gainſtthe Saxon we did wage the warre, 


But he ynable to ſuſtaine their force, 


Which th'Iriſh Gaillamore,th affittant Kin 'Ss 
e 


Inperſon did ſupport with footeand hor 


whoſe alarmes the countrie round did ring, 


Did ſend to vs requiring vsto bring 


Our powers, with expeditionto ſuppreſſe 
The foes hautpride, and ſuccour his diſtreſſe,. 


Ofwhich when Idid heare, as fromthe skie 
Atempeſt ſtooping on the deepes profound, 


Hurles waues on wauesin heapes,and makes themflie 


Before his rage, ſo with the horrid ſound 
Of dreadfull warre intothe PiQiſh bound 


Ientred with my hoſt, and in the way 


For fire and fyord made all the paſſage pray. - 


/ 


T 
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. . Thefoes ſtoutpride we did infield ſubdue, - 

And Gwillamore, that dideſcapethe fight, 

* To his owne kingdomes bounds we did purſue, 
Where we did bring him to his hearts deſpight, 
Vpon his knees by warres impulſive might, 

Forcing him yeeld obedience to our Crowne, 
+. By ken tribute yearely paid vs downe, 


Afﬀeer this good ſucceſle, perceiving well, 


That heauen with ſunſhine lookes grac'd our affaires, 


My hopefull heart with glorie gan to ſwell, 
Bidding me ſecke by fame in forren warres, 

* Tofixemyname among ſtthe golden ſtarres, 
Andleauea name on earth toliue for aye, 
Whenraptin mould my limbes forgortenlay. 


This ſtout ſuggeſtion ofmy mightie mind, 
Made me deſpiſe foule caſe and pleaſures light, 
Which ſoftens th'heart, firikes ſtrong defier blind, 
Drownes all eternitie in depthof night, - - 
And leaues reprochfor vriſ-of ſuch delight; 
For fame liues not, except for vertues merit, 
Deeds of delite onearthno placeinherir, 


A King, thatonly liuesa King in name, 

That dull'd with caſeand drown'dinfanciesluft, 
Can ſtile his title with no deed of fame, 

Being dead, his name iron-eating time ſhall ruſt ' ' 


Andin the end obſcure it inthe duſt, 
When he,though meane;tharvertuesraceUothry Rig 
Doth liue eterniz 'dlike th'immortall Sunne; *''* -2®+ 


This was the windethat ſetmy ſhips on faile, © 
1nforren ſhoares true honor toobtaine, 
This wasthe prize,for which withproſperous gail, 


Iplow'd my pafſage through the liquidmaine © -*;* 


Vino the Ariike pole, where Charter his waine © 
Fixtfaſt in heauen, hisſtation there doth keepe 
With other (tarres nexzediuing to the deepe. 


« 4 - 
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Kang eArthur.. 
And there in that cold Iland Iſland call "i 
Whoſe mountaines with high heads did heauen aber, 
Which white with ſnowas if they had been bald 
Didyet breath forth blacke-ſmoakes and burning = 
Awonder ſtrange for humaine ſenſe admire, 

I with my Britaines bold bore to the Strand 

And vncontrol'd march't ypinto the land. 


Whoſe people rude andliuing in their kind, --:: 
Asbeaſts that wander inthe deſert field, 1416 
The rationall and beſt part of themind . - / - + '-.. 
In vſe of heauenly things not being skill'd | 
Againſt blind ignorance the ſoule to ſhield, 

We didin fight ſubdue, and by Rrong hand. 

Did them enforce:toſioope to our command. 


Their King TMalna/zus noting well the oddes 
Twixt vs and them in feats of martiall skill, 
| Andfinding, that no place of faſe abodes 
Was left to him; it feare of future ill - -- ;/' 
Did ſoone ſubmit himiſelfe vato our will, 
And from tbat time ynto my-namesrenowne 
Did yeeld obedienceto the Britaine Crowne. - 


The fame of this exploit being ſeton,wing, -: 
And through the Ile adiacent taking, Righe,- 
Doldazicas of the Gotland nation King, 
And great Gunfacixs King of Orkney hight 
Deſpairing to _——_ our fotcein fight, 
Did yeeld to hold thtir Cxrownes and: dignitie | 
By aibure tothe Britaine Emperie, - - 


But ſhould I vntolightaſſaytobring.. 
ok fight then a Gogh and euety deediof: Log ; 
[ the ftren thouſaadzongues hg 
Or the ſhrill crumpe of fam to-echos forth: 
Myconqueſts, in thoſe Lands ofthe Notch, + 
Yetwould the Em _— | 


_ Bw that true xeperpher parthad 
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Should I relate the manyafield fought © | ' 5 1 30 914 5 44 
Againſt e| {chillizs that bold Daniſh Kin ng : 4, 
And'gainſtproud Lot the Norway King ſo nous; 
Whom after thouſand ſoulesbeing ſeton wing, ' 
We at the length didinſubieRionbring : ' © 

Scarce would the eares of fraile mortalitie | 

Giue credit to ournoble hiſtorie, 


Yet thinke, what dread of death and dangerous wounds 
Wein thoſe trauels then might vndergoe, is 
From Albions rockes vnto the Ruſſian bounds, 
And our great conqueſt 'gainſtthe Northren foe, 
The fame of our admir'd exploits will ſhow; 

For to the Lap-land kingdomes vtmoſt end, 

Our Britaine Empires bounds I did extend. 


In deeds of Fame, thus didT ſpend the prime 

Of golden youth, which lul din in pleaſures bed, - 

Flies faſt away vpon the wings of time, c 

And ſcarce is knowne thaue bin, when th'hoarie hed 442, £6.90 

With white of wintrie age is ouerſpred : ” 
For age with ſhame of youths od deeds frookeblid, 
Doth oft abhorre to beare the ſame in mind. -- 


Who doth toſloth his yanger daies inga wh 2 £1043 14 20204 

For fond delight, he clipst e wings 0 -i1 2d3 dfgyuor , 
For ſloth the canker-worme of honors Ramey 2633 0 1411 
Fames fethered wings doth free, burying the name > 36543 vak 
Of yertues worth in duſt ofduni hillſhame, " toqqo 02 uniti6dh ls 


Whom ation out of duſt to iphrdodhbiing b[99! on hiC 
And makesher mountto mo with 688 —_ $6117 


After my high atchieuements inthe North Sa” 
Tbeing returned tomy natiue land; - Hs ETAL 35 o F126ck 
Fame through the world did Orenomnethevronk 193 213 3 betl 
Oftheſe deeds done by my viQorious hund,' > mma liz od0 
That greateſt Kingsdidin amazement Sod: ci ,afh RoupaenY 
Strookeblind inlooking atthe ſunſhine ; 
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| Ofmmy grear worth, yet enuying qomypratia9": 3113 9 _ 
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For when true vertues glorious excellerice, : 


King eArthur, | 


Mounts vp aloft, and like the Sun in skies, - 
Breakes through the clouds of darkeſome ignorance, 
Then enuie rous'd from her darke den dothrile, 
Anddazel'd with the goldenſhine, tharflies 
From vertues Glendot, ſeekesrobſcurethe ſame, 
And muffie it in herblackecloudsof ſhame, © 


That enuious beaſt of twice fiue hornes of might, 
Who ore the world did longtimetyrannize, 
From Romes high towres viewing the golden lighr 


Ofmy great fame, which dazledher weakeeies,'': ct + 
Felſe {\wolne with hauvghtie pride; rows'd vp did rife, 


And at my ftate with her proud hornes didpuſh, | 
Inhope my fame being yetbut yong to cruſh, 


TheRoman King that bore great:Ceſars name, © 
Twelue aged fires in Senate didfſeleR,;: | 
Men of renowne and all of noble fame, 
Who as graue Legats his great will reffe, 
Through Neprexes wauice empire did diret 

Their courſe to.our ſea-bounded Britanie, 

To menacs ys with their proudiambaſie; - 


Where when they came, ſceing our Court abound, 
With honors ſonnes emploi'd in deeds of fame, 


Notin till waues of Court-deepe pleaſures drown'd ; | 


For vie in deeds of armes and martiall-game 

Exiling loth the pride of luſt doth tame z_ 
They thought their antique Romane Emperie, 
Had! been transferr'd from Rome to Britanie. 


Yetgetting audience oneamong ſt thereft, 
With graue demeanor and great maieſtie, 
Thinking with words our gteatnefſerhauerepreſt, 
Begantinfold with high authoritie, 
The thundring threatnings of his ambaſie; 
For he vnbidden boldly tooke his place, 
And thus did threaten me ynto my face. 
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Arthur, laid he,from -Rreeted Rome ©5#/15v *11131toch nr 1) 
Where mightie Ceſar thylicge Lord doth reigns ''t qi 017 10M 
Teffe& his willto thee loe, weare come, © 0 42/17 
And in his name toclaime our rightagaine,' 0 
Which wrongfullie from vs thowdoſt detaines '*-!/ b i3<8þ bn 
For long time fince ye Britaines well doknow 57707 117k 
That Britanie toRome id tribute owe. 1 ff uk 


He doth diſlike thy farre commanding minde, 7m 
Nor thy proud bold attempts will heallowe #7 54 

In any thing, by himnot being defign'd, nn Oh 
By vs he bids thy haughtieſtomackbowe - 16-710 yorl 


Vato the bending of his Kingliebrowe,'' 21% 
And wils thy Kingdom ſtoop, though ſo renown'd, 
To Rome, the miſtris of the worlds wide'round, 


But if thy-hart do harbor haughtie pride; © - 
And that thy people (till Riflheckedbee,” Qi 
If that our words in ſcornethou ſet afide, ' 
Then to thy face I here do threaten thee, by 
That cre thine eyes orie ſummer more ſhall ſee, © * NL 
More troopes of mengainſt thee-wewiltitaploie 1!) 
Then erſtdid Greekesagainſtthe ſonnts bf Troy, *#"ii: 9T 


This threatning ſpeech did ſermythoughtson fire} 7 
And made me to returnethisſharpereplies oO 
Doting old wretch, ſaid I, thoudottaſpire ''' *!its | my 
In vaine by vanting words toterrifie "6-716 10 411550 OO 
The hart of him that ſcornesthyambaſie, 55300 0000 
Nor canour perſon patiently permit! 54 
Thoſe barbarous taunts, ſignes of thy doting wit. 


Do Romaines harbor ſuch a baſe conceit©' 13345 BO1333 190 
That Britains Arthur igof teffe renowne” 7 (2010136 901572 519 
Then is their King, inempire;though ſogreat? / (3177?! 
Or that vſurping Ceſar with a frowne © / {i 0 0 0 1 
Can make ys yeeldthe title of our crowne? 115507 17 

O fillie ſots to thinke vs ſuch aſorr (00 1156 


As your baſe ſpeeches whizom did imports?” ' 
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T5not out noblenation by deſcene - 


King eArihur, 


Sprung fromthe warlike Troians roiall race? 

And ſhall our thoughts be then ſobaſclic bent, 

As with ſubieRtion ſervilie timbrace 

The yoke of loftie Rome the worlds difgrace ? 
Her fame ſhall fall;our Britaiteftate ſhall riſe, 
She ore the world no more ſhall tyrannize, 


With ſwifteſt ſpeed returne thouthisreplie, 
That we a people free will ſtill maintaine 
Gainſt all the world our ancient liberrie, - :-. 
And that thou well maiftknow how wee difdaine 
The ſeruile yoke of Romesiululting reigne,.. 
Ie bring reuenge, which Rome ſhall never ſhun 
For that great ſcath, which Czfar here hath done. 


This aid, they all amaz'd at my replie 


Diſmiſt, made no abode inthis ourland ; 
But with winde-winged failes did ſwiftly flie 
Over the depths of Nepranes high command, 
Ofwhom their Ceſar ſoone did ynderſtand 
How his command with ſcorne we did deride,' 
Intempting our diſdaine'with ſuch yainepride. 


At which inrag'd, he ina fatall houre 
TheTribune L»cize for the warre defign'd, 
Who into France came downe with all his power... 
Where many legionaries he did finde 
Vnto that quarter of the world afſign'd, 
To keepe it peacefull by warrs threatfull iroke, 
Which then began to ſhake off Roman yoke. 


Andas he did prepare to greedie fight, 

So did we arme vnto the bloodie field .. 

And from each quarter of our land did cite © - 

All ſuch-as able were with Rirength to wield 

Orlaunce, or bawe, or dart, or {word and ſhield, 
Whom we did muſter vp in armes well dight 


To make themaprt andskilfull for the fight. 


And in ourabſence in thoſe forren-warres, 

To guardour State againſtalladuerſe feare, 

Weleftat hometo manage allaffaires, 

CMordred the brother of my Gawin deare, 

Our faithleſſe Nephew, thatfalſe hearted Peere, 
Th'ignoble ſonne of Loch the PiRtiſh Way "FE; 
From whole blacke treaſon my ſad fall didipring. 


Whoſe loyaltieTI little did ſuſpeR, 
Though on my death his hopes didthen depend ; 
But who ſo wiſe hath been, that can dete&t 
The meanes and houre, by which the fates intend, 
Tomorrtall life to adde the finall end? | 
Though both the meanes and houre moſt certaine bee, 
Yet moſt yncerraine is the times decree. 


But being molt ſecure of future chance, 
My thoughts to meete the foes being et on wing, 
Who did ordaine, that Auguſtence in France 
Should be the place for =E aſſiſtant King, 
Vnto the Romane aid their powers to bring ; 
With warres loud trumpe from all parts of the land, 
I call d my Britaines downe vato the Strand: 


Where our blacke barkes all readie furniſh't lay, 

In which departing from the barren ſhore, 

Wing'd with full gale, the ſhips did force their way, 
So ſwiftly with their bending bulkes before, +. 

That bout theirbreſts the giving waves did rore, 


Through which we keptour courſe without miſchance, 


And did at Harflew ſafe arriue in France, 


Where thouſands troop't in armes the ſhoares did ſhow, 
Sent from thoſe Princesby alleageance bound, | 
T'affiſt vs in our warres againſtthe foe, 
Who when our feet did prefle the ſfandie ground, 
Did welcome our approch with ſhouts loud ſound ; 

In euery place Bellozaloud did ſing, ut 

Of horſe and foot the countrie round didring. 


M 
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Our powers bein j ioyn'd andeuerie-ſeuerall band 

Digeſted for the fight, without delay 

Wemarched from the falt ſeasſlimie firand, 

And ſent our ſcouts before ys inthe way, 

Toknow where Luciws hoſt encampedlay : 
Buthearing nought we forward did aduance, 
Vntill we came to Avgnſtence in France, 


And there vpon a choſen plot of ground 
TheRoman hoſt with their eſpeciall aides 
Amid in irong ieele for fight prepar'd wefound, 
Theblaze of ahoſe bright ſhields and glittering blades, 
Didcaſta ſunſhine in the darkelt ſhades: 
With whom we thought thaue then begun the fight, 
Had fetting ſun not ſhew'd approching night, 


But when from vnderneath the filuer vaile 
Of Theris lap Apollo did ariſe, 
And to the batlements of heau'n exhale 
Nights dewie drops, which fell before from skies, 
Qurbands Capplix for fight we did deuiſe, 
And euerie one did buckle to the field, 
Thirſting to bloodie fighe their ſtrength to yeild.. 


Then did the trumpet ſhrill ſound outalowd 

Tobring them bold to the inſatiate field, 

And on the plaine both parts in thickeſt crowd 

Oppoſing ſword to ſword and ſhield to ſhield, 

Notfear'd with death, but with ſtout courage fild, 
Began the fight, and none their backs did turne, 
Incuerie place the sKirmiſhhordid burne. 


but where the Kinglie Eagle Jones faire bird 
Creat Ceſars ſtandard did maintaine the fight, 
There both on horſe andfoote the ſlaughtering fword 
Made greateſt hayvock, where with moſt affright 
Tomy bold Britons, Lucims,thatftoutknight, 
Did beate thefield or turning troops of men, 
Asifthe battaile anlie derchadben 
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Which when Theard, with my victorious lance * 
Thirſting to do where deeds of worth were dontie, © 
I towards that part my ſtandard did aduance, - 
The virgin mother of great /o#esowne ſonne, - 
Vnder whoſe badge I manya field had wonne, 
Where 'mongſt the foes Iruſht with my bold bands, 
T auenge my ſlaughtered friends at Lycixs hands. 


Then prudent [oe vpon the foes did frowne, 

And in his ballance holding either fare , 

Ot both our fortunes made their lot ſinkedowne, 

Vpon our Reps in fight did conqueſt wait, 

Deaths terror did the foe-mens Rrength abate, 
Whoſe handsfell frengthleſſe downe, being all inclin'd 
To flie with ſhame,and leaueys fame behind, 


They fled, and we did eager purſuitmake :' - 

Bur fad report on fames vnluckie wing, * -'' 

With fatall cidings did vs overtake, 

How all our Britaine Ocean round did ring 

With Mordreds deeds aſpiring to be King, 
Which ſtrooke more terror tomy grieued mind, : 
Then ifthe world 'gainſt me in armes had ſhin'd,? 


Yet with late conqueſt won in mind made bold, 

Returning to our fleet we launcht fromland, 

And being out at ſea we might behold 

Our owne rebellious kingdomesrockie Strand, 

Strengthen'd about the coaſt with many aband 
Which did my vexed {oule with ſorrow ſting, 
To ſee falſe ſubieQsbent to braue their King. 


As Lionsrob'd of yong with hideous rore 

All raging wood, makes th'echoiny forreſt ſhake 

And beaſts to dread; ſo failing towardsthe ſhore, 

My ſouldiers charging, with loud ſhouts did make 

The ſtouteſt hearts on th'aduerſe part to quake :. 
A wrongfull cauſe makes fortitude giue backe, 
And guilt of treaſon courage dothallack 
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Yea 


RingeArthur. 


Yetonthe landatSandwichport, before. 


Wecould ſet foot, we loftmuch lifeandblood;* - 
For with ones, darts, and ſhafts thicke ſent from ſ- 


Our men as on the'deckes they ſtoutly Rood 

Were overturn'd intothe wauie flood, | 
'Mongſt whom without all helpe before our cies, 
Did many ſinke, and neuer more did riſe, 


For many 'mongſrhe reſt being wounded ſore, . 


_ Riſing againe, to ſhuntheir timeleſle graue, 
| Theirfainting browes aboue the billowesbore, 


And when their lips did ouerlooke the waue, 

For helpe cri'd our their louedliues to faue, 
But they, alas, made weake, with loſle of blood, 
Sinking, poore ſoules, were ſtrangled in the flood. 


To wreake ſuch harmes with ſharpned arrowes ſtore, 
Stecle-headed jauelins, Rones and finging darts 
Wecharg'd the bold defendants on the ſhore, 
Which did impreſlſe deepe wounds in their beft harts, 
And made the reſt retire t'eſcape ſuch ſmarts, 

From whom our men the firme land hauing won, 


Twixt them and vsadreadfull fight begun: 


Where noble Angniſellthe Scotiſh King, 

Amidd'ſt the foes in fight incircled round, 

Didin our cauſe endure deaths fatall Ring; 

And valiant Cador after many a wound, 

Did finke downe dead ypon the lowrie ground; 
Whom my deare Gawin did conſort in death, 
Andin ourright, with tkem expird his breath, 


formaking ſlaughter with his mightie lance 
Vpon the aduerle troopes, chough many a band 
Inclos'd him from all helpe, where he by chance 
Was wounded by a fatall fouldiers hang, 


| Yer'gainft themal!l alone he made his Rand, 


And with his life þalfe ſpentin their deſpight, 
Didmake retreate ynto his tent from E:gh, 
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580 King eArthur. 
Where through his wo und, before his life did fleet, 
Theſe words hee ſpake vntothe ſtanders by, 
Wirth fad farewell my ſoucraignelI doe greet, 
In whoſe defence againſt his foes,though I 
In death triumphant ouer death dodie, 
Yet brothers treaſon wounds my heart with woe, 
For which with griefe vnto my graue Tigoe. 


(Yee powers of heauen)on whoſe diſpoſe diuine 
The gift of conqueſt doth depend- alone, 

Let our dread King in bartcaile victor ſhine 
Againſt his foes, let traytorsfalling grone. 
Beneath his ſword, that do aſpire his throne: 


But ceaſe my words, death doth my breath exhale, 


Adue my Liege,I die,my life doth faile, 


This ſaid, he ſlept in death, yet neuerſleepes 
The fame of his admired loyaltie, 
Seald with his blood, record for euer keepes, 
His name a mirror of true conſtancie 
To his liege Lord for all poſteritie: 
For ynto vs he in true loyall loue 
Gainſt naturesſelfe to death did conſtantproue, 


Natures affe&tleueld by rule of reaſon, 

The due reſpe&t of common good deth binde 

Gainſt natures ſelfe, and when the hand of treaſon 

Inuades the ſtate of Kings, the noble minde 

To ſhun the taint of blood gainſt their owne kinde, 
Aduerſe in nature ſeeme, that loue to ſhowe, 
Which firſt to care of common good they owe. 


Which this illuſtrate Knight in hart did keepe, 
And with his blood in death did ſeale the ſame : 
Which when Theard fad forrowe ſeated deepe 
In my grieu'd hart my thoughts did ſoinflame, 
That on the foes Iruſht with loud exclame, 
And with heroicke wreake my hartes true loue 
To my deare Gawin dead, I did approue.. 
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n ourreuenge ſuch ſlaughterwerdidmake-5 #1cid 225nm v7 {577 
With furious onſet on theaquerſepartzor, Þ!27 23 03 2005110 114 
That ynto flight therhſelues they:didberake; : | ;-/ i++) 725 
Nor durſt the breſt that bore the boldeſtharr , cj; + ii e++ 11+ +}; 
Stand forth 'gainſt vs toſhakehisthreataing dart; - {c7: rr: 
Falſe traytors hearts the cowards feare dothifeele; - : 1:1 > 0/1 
Nor can an edge be'ſert ypon theirftetles-!) ©!37! 211 1:7 0777 


The Saxon Cerdicns and eMordredboth:. - 

Confederates inthis treaſon'gainſtourState, 

Did flie Cebcograoonagidheliteninds 21,5; 5:11 03 970 13A) 

Whom we did faſtpurfuewirhdeadlyhace' 1 bel bn! [Ho 

From place toplace, vntillvatimely fate: IS 
Did by one bartell ſhurypalbourftrife | 
In Mordreds death, and lofle of my deare life, 


Aſecond field at Wincheſter we wan, Tradft oi Cooteud 9cf3 ag bak 

Where many foes infight were ſtricken dead; /,// ' 17771 +11 

Mongſt whom falſe CMordred his blacke death did ſhup, ' 

Who with his friends although from field hefled; -_. - .;+ + 

Yetthazard fortune once more hemade hed, "s 
And on aplaine by Glaftenburietowne, ' , -/ / 
Fatall to all this tand his tentspight downe.,. 
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Whom I as one, that of his owne accord 
Had foughtto haſten death-inarmes bedight, 
Inperſon follow'd withreuen iFvard, if 
Toſhew my ſelfeas wellthefirfilin fight,” ) 200207 err 
Asfirſtin name, thoughywithTeſpeRtiveright |: -- - |; | 
Tocommon good;whoſeRate depended then 
Vpon my life: Imighthaue abſentben 


Yet could not this difſwade me fromthe field, -.: 
Butin the mornewhenasthe daicsbrightking +; 
The mountaine tops with:golden ſhine did gild,'' 
No ſooner did the warlike trumpet fing 
Warres fearful oo. ny of which didring | 
About myeaxts; roufdfromreſdIroſeyi';; 5:1 {6 6 
_ Andarmdmefortiicfieliromeermy toes. oo” 
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With trumpets blaſt Befſdewſurnmon _—_ dom ona nf 

My Britons co the field, an&thenb 10 130tt0 2197477 114706 

Each ſeuerall baad rentanke them cexabour þ Ty 

' My royall ſtandard, while each ciptaineran / 

From troope ta rrobpe enablic everieman: / |! _ i116) baue 
To chargethiore elsxvith thbir. vemoſt might ELSTENFS th 
Who in the field ſtood braningvsfor fight. > te 5367 


With trumpets, drums and'dreadfull ſhouts ofmen -.” 
The battailes ioynd, carths batterd pauemments vnder 
Did ſeeme to ſhake, heauen founded lowd,as when :: t 6-57 
Bold Boreas clad in datknefle, ftormesand thunder, : 017 
Doth cuffe the cloudes and rends theirribs 7 00h leg rey 
Both parts being eager bentthe dayto winne, ., 
The fo oht ac firſt withfurie did begin, /:* 


And as the hunter his ſhrill homedorh winde;// 1: !:!:1: / 211099 ; 

Breaths forth lowd ſhowtesand vitthall hisare. 201 paar David} 

To make hisdogs copinchithe'gaine behinde;'| | 

So euerie where Ichear'd'vp eucric hart,.. In 

And vrg'd my men againſttheaduerſc part,: - batnpd'ts 
Exciting them by mjne-oome valiancic. nie! 12 019 nf 
To chargethrough: rartry nmr EUN gc 07 tinge] 


So long as faire Auroraes light did ſhine, . 

All valiantlie themſelues in fight:did beares 

But when the King of famesbeyan decline: | -- 

From ſtcepe Olympus top,thiwhole hoſt with Fears: 

Afﬀrighted was, all troopestitordered wereg oli," 
Who giuing backfrom field had' fledainaje, 
IfIthrough death, had notregaindd thie days 


For loe aPiCtiſh ſouldier 'mongſtthe foes /!) i; 1 (1199 
Spake in the Britiſhrongue, yecld (5 ended, 1 oc iy 
No more your ſchies to Jearki ih vaincoppoſe, .-:- 
Arthur is dead, and with him dead-in field 
His Knightsare laid, ow whom'our hopes did builds, | 

This Cake he with lovidi yoice trbthiheate ang, 7 HUH, 
. Thereby to turneour INES s: 4 wo 
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Bute I thatheard and knotohisdloſtititent,. e5 2Uti0> * 2.31197 mov. 
In front of all the field my felfedidſhow-/!;: £/1t0 it 6208 vl 
Whereby my Britons that before were bete+: >! 3 vol 
To turne their barkes, turn'd head vpon the foe;.! «th ni] 
Twixt whom the fi ght.againe did > entnakano » aitrtit 
With whom Lbrake into.chedangerobsRght; -}: 1 - 
In hope to meet with dere aoo le Knight: - » a $4 


M y launce and ſword did ininyaboſome ſacke | t 3001 919/00 
Offifesrich ſpoiles, which wereall:men of name, ../ ; 5670? 
The common ſortmyhandin treopesdid wrack,..:\-ic 115! 104 
For through deepe wounds and{deatliinmartialgatne + f il WA 
Kdid enforce my way to,winmefatne,: // ni! 3 nol els boob 
Till wounded ip-the head with fatall fete: 189b njzidla a5Y 
My deaths approch in-fight Igan tofeele,; 1 tg ts | 


Yetwhen pn oi Soyuntt 2d 
And ſubtile aire Soopitedl idly batifieg2i [ICLIOD 2189b 10 21 
The eager angui quan: 101 ge 9189Þ yic1to daqpb of 
For manie focmen in m + ora xitils Noigg" tbc: T woy o&'T 
Didpaymy wreake with handdeadlie bainez2; ci] 1911170 
Still did 16 ,rbovgh wiahdaintin aathys | vonduatd 
Vntill in fight t Iheardobtuorheds —_—_ yM 
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Whoſe tragick fall, when true reportdidrell,.: ; 3 ali (| 7 T7481 
His ſouldiers fledaway, andimtheirflight 3:11. "abs 3:3 ofa 
Vpflew their heel ndlgheerGiitborll 1591 bil, 2lyoryM 


Darts thick as haile hdiihdediddmite;oii 51 il: vil 
Farre more in chaſe ry: ,thtnifechefightg/O 35 715% hotel 
Yeanone hag) ſca 'orhefinicaſtbactdy rod worls Fl; 
Had not my blee ing wounds ſtood in my Way, fl il 1 " 


I" htbeforgingleaths de ght ificlo 5 ni ee dfoids, cl 
Vponm hdres ran tb yino noi 677 
Withlf. yntoucht: bur in zhigfotallGgbt-1. e19112d gu0n3v 28G TD 
Remorſlefle fate ro end my; life.and mitgolq tobe 2nd | 
With one deepe wound did woundmyvizalbrine: 7 
For in the chacewith tormenteaſtharwound::: 03 31cm.) 
Dcathes touch I felt and fellypoyithegranudþo:c: 0:1 15k 
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534 King Arthur: 


From whence conuei 'dtoGlaſtedburieby::! bras bye -eg4 T7 228 


- 


By my deare friends 7m" tA þ: ti io 300") 


a 


= 


To faue my life, loe as1 there didlie--. 102620 17" ci 
In th'armes of death, perceiuing how exch friewd!- rriv3 oT 
Did ſhew his ruthin texresformyſadend, ow t 
Theſe words 1ipake, befare nmyradin breath 17 
Did flic awa\pyponthe wituzeof death; ; Zee ny nl 
Grieue not, faid Lobdhequctoundeliing- Bas $00! iM 
Wraptin the ruine of his lifetiow-done3.! 99 (211 220 


For Phcenix-likefrom dearthrnewlifo ſhall fpring,” KOT IT 
Which inthils $[&Ibymmydeathliaueavonne, 2722) 11211; of 
I dead, that leftto live, wharTumgone,o7 yow © 2515102 bib 


Yea thisin death hall kuemy fature grace, 1107, MT 
I dida conquerourineolddexthtembrace.”-- |- (31:4! 43 
The kingtycuthwwhichioartye ſogleartends' 2m: [9115Y 


Is our deare countriextighty whichſetleddeppe: 2:15 > : oo 2 bnk 
In depth of my deare loue(6 nobleſriends)1' din2ric ho dT 


To you I tender 'gainſt all ſpoiket6 Fl 1.919190 545:ntt 0? 
When Tin peace Far ktublonet Gee roniyenl b Q 
'  Deathnowwlim vr 4oror diievaredone) i L 2th; 
My houre is ſpe olaffetcqultocumud] nn cj Hi if 
This faid, when I twicethirteene yeares had nn: 512 $00 
The ſtout defendant of in my counttiesright;/ 1 {06 lD H 


My ſoule did leaue thiabodes of rr og! M RN aV 

My liueleſſe libticdh\ecevtitibiieales lint ze SoidraneCl 

Interred were at Glaſtenburtehiphir: bib Bed nien 19771 — 
Thus haſt thou hearth thee A matdelg ftorieyo:' : Y 


My life, Gt: Malta ! 4£1 301 E521 


In which, as ina glaſle fecintmhen -ory un Th $ 2If06re til 

That aQion only dignifies Enkine,! 2'>: WOT 1123 3020 I: noq? 

That vertue betters cuctfhalbulebres,” oudearoronm 2d dar] 

That vadin pleaſures vpſhoy isburſhame, wr | Meſtierrsf? 

And filent Pe oorers for pn rr gnogh wo c7:Y 
Commit to mipdvwharT nemremdavidine;e, 1 (36 70 
_—_— med Mlirgout'in any bee: 2[5t 1 coun ex etin 
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 Whodidat) rare ty. ent oe 

To enen kingdomes of this regiment, 
fee that Cel Urn | 

Till the be eginning of FAO Bgb crts.r47 iqe : 

eAbont which tmme fr Damarks oth FRY hand 
Inguar 4»d Hubba came t "innade this land; : - 
Withwhom the Saxous manfully did fight, 

And tern'd them oftentimes to ocvnerdfught ; 

Yet did they heere lov ng riaue hear at.command, 
Thongh mary a valiant King blew withiod, 
Mongit whom I find Ecþe one, whoſe tragedee 

I: not recitedin wr hiftorie, :. © 

Which Edmund call d, ſurnamed Ironſi de, 

A famons Prince, in battel{aften tride, 

Whom Fortune feilt did. gracemith wiltetie. 
In hgh againit Canute his enemies ;c|- 
Tet by the crnell fates vninfÞ command: | 


He loit his life by wicked traytors band, 
Whom op from graze let Fame with ſhnmmtons cal, 
a take his turwe and tell bis tragicks fall,  */ 


© Another 


Ring Edmund 


Another Argument. FF ITT 
Fare calles vp Edmund from bis Ta} 4 
His life and lemenable death toſnolv. 
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Deeds done though! SOOK 3ye er ff8ci12 M re 2 

{ Intending priuate we when tife? 

| Vading away,l leaueno prot behin 

WESNTEE 1. Exmes faire booke,] forfurure <a find; 
Self-loue to priuate good, no LE can' crave, ROY Rees 

When life is $ gone: ſuch louc lic 5d cadin grave Hem e, s KB ki be 
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The fruits of loue, which iferlife do live," GUST 19% TELE 
To grow from loue of common goodare Hi oky Fr 
To reape ſuch fruit, heemoe _ life ſhall TIC t 
Though dcad, yer liucs his fruitg) en) EEOC 
Of which my Rife a Miirrourtni rhiniebeen} & &, FRE = Syed 
But whoſe ſad Muſe my trapedie doth! Av vous Flv INS 
Or who to light King Edmund: deedsdotth bring? | 


Now from my graue, the bedofmy 

Rous'd vp beam through ſhades RE. 

Behold 1 come obeying her beheſt;: 8 10 2717016) Ain 4." 

As mirrours ynto men, to bringto! Nglbiin'; 154) Hen ad 12 

_—_—_— oft done in my deare countriesright: $8 8 $0) ohh - 
care then (thoufleeping wighr) whoſe mourneſull Mate 


_ 'Tofing my forie Memorie dorbchule B25 hr eve wo 
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Jurnamed Ironſide. 
Jam the ſonne of that, ynhappie King .'/; _ .. /,,, .: 
Hight Egelred, whoſe daies werewraptin woe, . - 
And on whoſe head falſe Fortune downe didfling, 
Such miſerable ſcath and ouerthroy, 
That he was forc'd his kingdame to forgo; 
For ſubieQs treachezie did him conſtraine, , ; 
Toleaue his kingdome yato bloodieSwaire. 


Tobloodie Svaine, who fromour Albion ſhore 
Vnto the Norman Duke to ſaue his life, 
Forc'd him to flie, whoſe fiſter.he before: 
My mother dead, had made hisſecond wife; 
In hope thereby rappeafſe domeſticke{trife, 
And by the aid reli.” 
To quellthe force of forren enemic. 


But hence did riſethe ruine of the State, 

And fourth decay of A/bi0;Emperie, . ; 

This was the gap, which by decree of fate 

Was open laid fo times poſteritie, 

Vnto the Norman conquerers victorie 
Forby theſe farall nuprialsin;the end, . 
The Normau Duke histitledid pretend. 


My fire being thus conſtrain'd by forren force, 
And ſubieRs treaſon,in ſuch miterie, 
Amongſt his Norman friends to ſeckeremorce-: : 
Ofhis miſhaps, the land meane time did lic. 
Groaning beneath the victors ie, - 

For nere did captiu'd men ſuſtaine ſuch woes, 

As did the Engliſh of the conquering foes. 

as 


(O noble England, nurſe of my renowne, 
Queene of all Ilands canoped of heauen)., _ , 
How was thy towring ſtate then troden downe ?. 
How were thy ſonnes from their ſad mother driuen? 
Thy daughters beautie vatorapine giuen ?- 

My words,alas, will thy fad heart compell. . 


Tobleed with woe, theſe woestg heare metell,. . _...-: 


2X 


In fruitlefſe field tofurrow vp his bread, - 
Nor for himſelfe the earth with paine did proue, 
But for another, whom his labour fed, 
| Although inhearthe often wiſht himdead, 
In euery houſe Lord Dane did thenruleall, - 
Whencelayſic lozels Lurdanes now we call. 


The nuptiall bed, the lodge of chaſte delight, 
Was common vs d in wedlockes foule diſdaine, 
Sweet virgins daily forc'd to deeds of night, 
Faire Ladies beautie ſet to ſale for gaine, 
Children made bondflaues, wretched husbands ſlain, 
Who to ſuchruful-{poile were iuſtly giuen 
For their offence againſt the King ofheauen, 


Let ſuch, whoſe peacefull eares from ſad affright 
Of warres dread yoice the hand ofheauen doth cloſe, 
Wholull'd in that dameslap of fweet delight, 
The, Queene of Peace do ſleepe ſecure of foes, 
Thinke it humane, to thinke on others woes : 
And in ſuch thoughts feat ſuch like woes to come, 
For their offence ordain'dby [over iuft doome, 


Thelife of State lay ſtifeled in the ſmoke | 
Ofbblacke deſpaire, till death tooke life from Swaine, 
Then th'Engliſh Peeres ſhooke off the heauic yoke 
Of forren pride, which they did erſt ſuſtaine, 
And did recall my father home againe, 
Who did enforce by power ofhis ſtrong hand 
Carnte the ſonne of Swaireto leaue this land, 


Then did he ſeecke to reereR apaine 

+ Thervinesof his Crownes collapſed ſtate ; 
But he, t'whom at his birth heanen did ordaine 
In all his deeds ineuitable fate 
Of bad cuent, euen to his daies laſt date 


His wiſhfull bopes in yaine did ſecke taduance, 7 z 


| Vpon th'vnſteadie wheele of fickle chance; 


The fumple hinde, who with day-labour ſtroue 111to 2921 


Tiff 


ſurnamed lronfide. 


For ere thoſe fprightfull horſe of heauetnly breed, - |): 


That draw the chariot of the golden Sunne, : - ; 

| Whodayby day do yſe their ſwifteſtſpeed- / 

From Eaſt to Weſt their yeares full race had runne, 

Our fatall foe CannreKing Swan ſonne, | 
To wretched England maderretumneapaine + | 


From Denmarke ſhores with many ath ulahd Dane. _— 


Who taking land at Sandwichintheirire, 

Deuoid of pitie inthe ſpoile of good, 

Senſelefſe of humane woes with ſpoileſull fire | 

All things did burne, that intheir paſſage (tood, 

Nor yet ſuffic'd ;burthirfting afterbload, 27 
al doom'd to death, none kept for captiuebands, 
Were laine introopesby their remorcelefle hands, ;.. 


Ped their powersin field I ſoone did cite: 

My fathers ſubieQsfrom all quarters by';.-: 

But when prepar'd we were infield tofight,”.: : 

Th'vnhappie tidings through our hoſt did flie 

Offalſe Duke Edrick and his treacherie; Fo 
Who with his troope in depth of darkeſt nighr, 
Vnto Canna campe did hes hisflight,” + 


_y made weake vnable to withſtand 

augmented powersofour inſulting foe, 

We backe return'd with ourdifabled band, 

And to our kingly father we did ſhow 

Duke Edricks treaſon, which alas with woe - _ 
So wounds his heart, that he expires his breath, . 
Poore aged King, and endshis woesin death, 


Hebeing dead, to me his eldeſt borne 
Wasleft the reliques ofaruin'd State, 
Byrag&of ec Aersakingdome rentand torne,. 
ADiademe by fterne decree of fate | 
Omlain'd forprize ofbloodie warres debate, 
Which wasthe end, for which Carute and I 
In marriall field did many a bartell ric. 


Ty 
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' Redoubled in my thoughts roppugnethe foe,: i} 11! +. 


590 King'Eamund +." 


O wretched end of glotig'thirftingpride? . 1}: 
O vaine purſuit of Empizeand renowne? {5 
What lot the land of difcordidoth beride | | 
But waſtfull ſpoile andall turn'd topſie downe? /\. / -. 
What doe we purchaſe butacarefull Crowne? 

A Crowne of carey thecauſeof froward firife, 

The cauſe for whichIloſt my loued life. - 
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For after thatagainſt th'inuading foe 
Six bloodie battailes I had fought in field, 
I that in warre away did viQtor goe, ns 410: 
On whom (O England) thouthy hopes didſtbuild,. 
Vanquiſh'tin peace to death was forc'dto yeeld;; . !:;/ 
The chance of warre my chance could not apall, 
But truſt in traytors wrought my wretched fall.” -- 


When as the Crowne my head did firſt adorne, - ++ 
Theſe thoughts vnto my ſelfe, Ithus did frame: ? -ic!;/) 5+ 4 
Vnto my lfe Iam not onlie borne, 277 ly aprioze 0156 + 507 
My countrie deare the cheefeſt part dothclaime, 
Who to my care now kneelesand craues the ſame, 

To faue the remnant ofher ruin'd foile 

From crucll foes that. threather vtter ſpoile, 
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The thought of this did ſpiritbold inſpire, '* 
And ſmart of wounds receiu'd from foes of late 
Did with ſift furic feather my deſire, bt 
Which of it ſelf by natures gift did hate - : TH 
Tolinger time, deferring vtmoſt fate ';i | -- + nb - 
In doubrfull chance of battaile tobe tride, - ' 
For which I was ſurnam'd, hight /ron/ide. 
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This fire of — in afaires| +.L.9- » 
And height of reſolution £yndergoe, +. + +411 Vil gel 
Compard to ſtrength of limbesand refleſſe cares, ;: +1 7 
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And yeeld relecfe to England inher woe, ©. 2+ + © 
Did touch Caxntr hart with fearce, though betit + 


To crice his fortunes in the warres euent; {i {/!-i! - | 
Diſtrafted 


ſurnamed Ironfide. 


Diſtracted thus with doubt,in any place ' 
By doubrfull fight ringage his "ts 19m fate, 
Falſe Edrick hoping for to purchale grace, : 
Who for his treaſon tomy ſire of late, 
Had run in danger of my deadlie hate; :-: : 
Did plot thedownfalbof mine Emperie, 


Andin the end:dida&mytragedie,”.! -j Lies 


From Prince Canutus campeindead of night; i. 1-157 711 37 
Like the Greekes ſubtile Sywon; torffed:. - 1534 01) (>| 
His wicked plot, to vs he taoke hisflight; 5 122110 1.1106 
Andat our feet himſelfe he didpiviedt, 6: 0177 24999þ $930k 


And ſpake, as ifhis thoughts had\no reſpe&t 
To his ownelife; for he-wirth:craftie wile 


Of ſeeming ſorrowthusdidmebeguile, . - -:\ 1. 


Onoble Prince; quottvhe; loeT amcome!  *- - 
As guiltie to my ſclfe and donequire : © *-. 

To ſuffer ſhamefull death by righteous doome 
From thine ownemouth; againſt whoſe royall fire : 
And gainſt thy ſelfe Ididoflare confpire: 


Pronounce then death;adoowme more ſweetto mee, 


Then agedidayesinloathed life can bee, 


Ay me the dayes,on you Imayexclaime, 
In which to foule defame my life1 lent : / 
Alas, the nights, thatteftifiemy ſhame; : 


Your ſecret treaſons Iroo laterepents:c. 


Owron _ world, thatmademy thoughts conſent; : 


Nor dayes, nor nights, nor world in future time, 
But will for aye record my gracelefſe crime. 


In vaine mine eyes, that ſhame yeedolament;! ! .:-1i! (1 
Wich follows me where euer I:doewone, + 2100 571 12 757, 
In vaine my ſighs, in vaine-yee nowareſent / 52 6: 
From wofull hart to-waile myreſpaſſe dune 7 ::i:. ya 
For ſhould Iliue, foule ſhame how ſhalliſhun? «1c! |) 1701.5 
Then welcome death, ti's deathmuſticnd my. woe; 1- 
Vatomy graue my greefe with mexyill gocu/c - lo) 
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This faid, he wept and Ibeganrtelent | 1:1 14 hg 
And take remorſe onhiseafamie; -i/! |»; 2 31 1 4it 
His hoarie head did mouemeto lament: 
His wretched ſlate, whom Lfrommiſerie 
Reſtor'd againe to former dignitie2: | 
For 1 os thoughts nere double _ knew, 
Didalſothinke his thoughts vnfain'd and rue, 


He being reſtor'd againeto live in grace, 
Did docks beneath the vaile of loyaltie, 
Th'intent of treaſon and did maske the face c 
Offoule deceit with fawning flattetie, 29 
Till time-borne truth did ſhew his treacherie, 
For many a field and many adreadfull fight . + 
His treaſon ſhew'd, which time did bring to light, 


The ſcourge of peacefull pride, the god of watre, 
+ The procigus ſpender of ſweet plenties ſtore 
Did ride about our coaſt in ironcarre, | 
Whoſe thundring wheeles like Nepraner dreaded rore, 
Were heardto rattle on "4" 77"as a" ; gd "mT 
So long,vatill the pale-facd Queene of night - :-::': 
Had —_— times norar I; cares lghto 2 


In fix fierce battels fought in marciall- field, 
Fortune my ſword with conqueſt didrenowne, | | 
Six times Canateore-match'din fight didyecld -1i: 1 Hf 
And fled away, by froward fate caſt downe, +357 19 
Leaving tome the hope of Englands Crowne': , // |; -* 
Whoſe hopes my ſword had ſmothered inthe duſt, 
If I to traytors words had giuenno truſt. | +»: 1: _.. 


For after that, I had with foule affright -:/{;,-- 15 +. (17 

Diſpers'd thebold Carnmtus mightic hoſt; >: 1 217: 5110! 

That had begirt my loyalt Londonhight, / oi 46 + 

Leſt any breathing ſpace mighthanebeenloſt, 1 | | 

I follow'd him vatothat rockiecaaſt; | 1:1 1 
Ouer whoſe mountaine tops thiedaies __— / 12 
The golden Sunne appearescach morning tide, 
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The night we po in quiet ſleepesrepole, 
And when the bright-cheekt Ladie of the lighe 
Tird with nights toyle from Ty:hons bed aroſe, , 
And in her faffron-coloured robe bedight -. -... 
With her approch brought vſeto mortall fight, 
We troopt our menin Mars his belt array, 
Vpon the foes in field to giue th'aflay, 


The foes ſtood firme ypon the ſandie ground, . 
Shaking their deadlie darts with countnance proud : 
Then did the trump the ſong of batraile ſound, 
And Daniſh kettle drums did beate alowd, . 
While cuerie one in midſt of martiall crowd 
Inſatiate in reuenge vudaunted Rtood, _ . -.. 
Imbruing their bold handsin humane blood, 


- While thus oppoſ'd both parts in gght did and, 
Hopefull of conqueſt, onthe right fide wing. 
Ofall the hoſt,nere4o the ſlimic flrand, ; 
Where the ſweet herbes by Jfedwaies fireames do ſpring, . 
The cries of wounded ſo'uldiers high did ring, 
For there Cannre did charge with yiolent (way 
Ofhis horſe troopes,in hope to win the day. 


But torepreſle the fire and quench the flame 
Of his hot coumge, with axroope of horſe 
Iruſht amon ot is men with loud exclame, 
Whom with fierce furiein our winged courſe 
We did ſo charge, thatwe did ſoone inforce 
Their faintretirezwhich we diddwift purſue, 
Vatill with open —— they flew, 
| r 
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Then were the Kentiſh vales imbru'd in blood, 
Then death was ſet on foote and thouſands fell, 

The brackiſh waues of Mcdganaras flood 

With ſlaughtered bodies 'boue the bankes did fivell, 

Whoſe bluſhing Rreames the fightfar of did tell 
Painting thebecked with crimſon in the way, 
As they did glide into the Orcan ſea. 


Here heauen did fmile on me with gracious looke, 

And Fortune put faire conqueſtin my hand, 

On bald occaſion hold Imight haue tooke 

And thence-forth freed the ſubieAs ofmy land 

Fromſeruile yoke of forraine Kings command ; 
Burt what we purpoſe heauen doth till decree, 
In vaine we wiſh what heauen wits notto bee, 


The treacherous Duke, the faithleſfſe man atarmes, ' 
Ignoble Edrickthus did counſell mee ; 
(My Liege) quoth he, we hazard now more harmes 
In purſuit ofthe flyingenemie, 
Then ear(t we did beforethic viQtorie, 

Tis beſt we ſound retreate andfall to ſpoile, 

Of theſe dead foes ypon the ſandie ſoile, 


Your men, though bold, yer wearied with the fight, 
Be faint, and fortune may the foes ſo grace, 


That they conſtrain'd with deſperate feare from flight 


To backward death againeto turnetheir face, 

May charge our troopes diſordered'in the chace; 
Diſtraion heartens feare in deſperate deeds, 
Conſtraint in coward thoughts raſh yalor breeds, 


This did he ſpeake deſparing hopeto come: 
For Prince { «»te, if wepurſud thechace: ® 
Some did approue his counſell ſound, and ſome 
Did vrge againſt the ſame, yet founditgrace 
With = eboth rightlie wiſcandbeſt in places 

By whoſe aduice retreate I did command, 
_ Loſing the chance, thenput into my hand; 
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ſernamed Ironfide. 


Thus did Troyes helme-deckt Hefor, when in chace 


He had the Greeks ypon Scamandersplaine, | 


And made them houſe their heads with deep diſgrace 
In their owne fleet ; whom then hee could haue faine 
And burnt their ſhips, which did their hopes containe: 


But then being croſt by luckleſle deſtinie 
He did omit the profferd viRorie., | 


Thus did Romes ſcourge, the famous Hamiball, 
For when he might with his vitorious powers 
Have made that rowne beneath his ſword to fall, 
Andleueld with the ground her high topt towers, 
Then did helet paſſe choſe auſpicious howers, 
In which with eaſe he might haue queld the foe, 
Who after wroughthis and his countries woe, 


Securefull thoughts do foſter fond delay, 
Bewi _—_ hopes breed careleſneſſe of minde, 
e 


Occaſion ſet on wing flies faſt awa 


Whoſe backe once turn'dno hold fn can we finde, 


Her feet are ſwift, bald is her head behinde, 
Who fo hath holdand after lets her goe, 
Doth loſe the lot, which Fortune did beſtowe., 


Even as afire ſuppreſt, if yet remaine 

Aſparke not quite extin&t, whence growes a flame, 
Wil ſoone reſume his former ftrength againe; 

Even ſo Camus power, which Ididtame, 


And with one blow might then haue queld the ſame, 
Reſum'd proud ſtrength, whichlittle time did yeeld, 


' And ofttimes after brau'd me in the field, 


The bainfull'Rt battaile we did ever fight, 
At Scorſtan was, in fruitfull Worſterſhire, 
Where vnto both the hoſts in open ſight 
Duke Edricks treaſon plainly did appeare, 
Which in his hart gainſt me he till did beare: 
The heart once tainted with foule treaſons ſtaine, 
PoſſeRt with guile, ſeldome m_ rrue againe, 
r2 
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Two dayes in field we ſtood in doubrfull fight, 
And after mutuall wounds with equall fare,” 
Both parts were parted by apptoching night: 
Butin the next dayes fight thistraytors hate 
Did ſhewit ſelfe, for ſeeing the foes in ſtate - 

Offtrength declin'd, he ſought by treacherie 

To giuetheday vnto the enemie, 


In midſt ofmartiall throng my folk rexcite, 

AsIdid ftand in skirmiſh gainft the foe, 

A man of armes there was, which Oſmeare hight, 

So like to mee, that ſcarſe you could him know, 

By whom this traytor fought to worke vs woe. 
For as in fight he ſtood without all dread, 
Falſe Edrick yndiſcernd did firike him dead. 


Whoſe liveleſlſe lims in endlefieſleepe faſt bound, 

After he had deſpoi['d and headlefſe made, 

He cooke himſelfe vnto an higher ground, 

And piching Ofmears head vpon his blade, 

He held the fame on high and thus he ſaid; 
Flie(wretched countrimen)your King is dead, 
The day is loſt, ſee here King Edmmnds head. 


The ſuddaine horror of this vncouth fight 
With ſuddaine fright my folke did fo diſmay, 
That they which were notin thatpart offight 
Where with my launce and fword I did difblay 
Thextreameſt ofmy ſrengthto win the day, 
Away had fled andloſt the viRorie, 
Had I not heard of Earicks treacherie. 


With ſpeed on top of an adioyning hill, 

My ſelfe Idid conuey, where Tinfight 

Of all my hoſt thus ſpake with voice moſt ſhrill: 

Fellowes in armes,quoth TI,let not this ſlight 

Of traytors practiſe your bold thoughts affright; 
Behold yetfree from deaths capriuitie, 

Lliue to be reueng'd on th'enimie, 
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furnamed Ironfode. 


Eager with turie oftheir late diſgrace, 

They gaue the charge ſo fiercely on the face 
Of th'aduerle force, that by their violent might, 
They brake the rankes and turn'd their foes toflight, 


With whom the Mercian Duke fled faſt away, 
The traytor Edrick hopeleſſe now of grace, 
Who wing'd with feare ofhis decreed decay, 
Ourftriptour purſuit, yet with greedie chace - 
We did purſue, yatill the day gaue place  * 
Tapproching night, whoſe wiſhed preſence gaue 
| Timeto theives themſclues from death to faue, 


Canute being fled, didſlacke no breathing ſpace, - 
Once more totrie the chance of Joubrfall fight $* 
But gathered his diſperſed powers apace, | 
With whom Iby a place, which Dearchurſ hight, 
Inſea-fide bordering Gloſterſhire ſhould fight, + 
Where I with reſfikiclo didintend | 
In ſingle fight this ſpoilefull warreto end, 


When on the fiſhie Seuernes bordering coſts 

Oppos'd for fight, the battels ranged were, 

Anoble Kni = confronting both the hoſts, 

Did boldly in the midſt aduance his fpeare, 

At which both armies did from fight forbeare, . 
For ſtraight my men I ſaid, becauſe I knew 
Hispurpoſethen, which thus he did purſue, 


(Yee glory-thirſting ſonnesof Afars) faid he, 
To whatI ſpeake, with goodaduice giue care, | * 
Let not my words by youcontemnedbe, 
Ifany loue to humane goodye beare, 
Yeewill efteeme my exhortationsdeare, 
Ifeither part my counſellſhall refuſe, 
_ Nogoodcanhappenintheſe warres wevſe. 
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This faid, each one which had begunito flies! 1 1150s, 
Turn'd head againe, and ſtoutly kept his place;-'' ds > 
Then gry 9 exclaimes on th enemie; 


Not 
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Not th'hapleſſe fate, which followes hoſtile warre; + *j”” 147 


Nor terrible euentsof bloodie fight; lt ne ef 


Nor ſpoiles, that ſpring from contumeliousiarre, - 

Nor woesproduc'd from ſtrife for Lordly right, £ 

| To you (my countrimen) needIrecite,. $95 1 
For woe alas, this land can teſtifie 

The rauenousrage of Mars his tyrannie. 


Pitic the teares of this our mother Ile, 
Whoſe fame which bout the world once ſhone as bright 
As Phebwus ſhine, now dim'd, alas the while, orig te rl 
With clouds of carefull rife, hath loſther light,; - -:1./;-:..7 
That to behold her in this wretched plight, eg labs v1} 
Like ſforowes image drown'd in-waues of woe, '-. 
Would make the hardeſt flint with teares to flow. .- 


Her fertile wombe, which goadly fruitdidbeare, : 7 wwe 
Now barren made,wars ftormie breath bath blaſted, - : + 
Her buds of gayſome youth, which whilome were | 
the flowers of Chiualrie, haue headlong haſted 
Their timelefle end, while ſhe in woe hath waſted, 
And we the cauſe, we wretches, that delight. di 
By wicked warre to worke her more deſpight. . ni] 


O noble Princes, let not warresblacke hand 
Put out for = the ſhine of Englands light, 
About whoſe right, both in contention Rand, 
But combate for itina ſingle fight, +; 
And he that conquers, hisbe itby right; 
Faire conqueſts gift is in the hand ofheau'n, 
Which ynto _ for truths owne ſake is giuen, 


He hauing faid, forthwith 1 forth did ſtep, 

And caſt my brazen gauntlet on the plaine, 

To which Canxte with courage bold did1 

And tookeit vp, caſting in deepe diſdaine 

His rich grau'd-gauntlet on the ground againe, 
Which Iacceptedandpropos d the day, 
When we inf, 


»hteachother ſhouldaflay. 
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Forbattell was defign'd aplot of ground 

Within a little Ile, which Olney hight, 

Whom Seucrne with his armes incircleth round, 

| Where we as combatantsin finglefight 

Should d'araine bettell in both armies fight, 
While they affigned were by our command, 

- Onth'other fide of Seyerns (ireame to Rand, 


The day of fight being come and order giuen, 

Through either hoſt to euery ſeuerall band 

To keepe their ſtand, my ſouldiers vp to heau'n 

Didcaſt their eyes, beſeeching /owerto ſtand 

Bymein fight, and grace my powerfull hand 
With conqueſt 'gainſt Canute, by whom caſt downe, 
They did expect the riſe of my renowne, 


Asthey thus prai'd, Iarm'd me for the fight, 
Andbeing mounted on a ſprightfullſteed, 
When twixt both armies I appear'd in (fight, 
Myterrible aſpeAt did terror breed 
Vato the aduerſe part, but hope did feed 
My ſouldiers fight to ſee my goodly grace, 
My ſtout demeanor, and my ftately pace. 


As Priams Heftor on the barren plaine, 
Manag'd his horſe before the walles of Troy, 
When he in fingle battell did maintaine 
Troyes right 'gainſt Telamon, who did imploy 
Allhis beſt ſtrength bold Hefor to deſtroy, 
So onmy ſteed Itrotted toand fro, 
Waiting th'approth of my expected foe: 


Who came atlength all arm'd in ſtemely wiſe 
Into the lifts, and when thetrumpedid found, 
Our teeds as ſwift as birds of wings inskies, 
Their courſe did run, and we with ſpeares ſharpe ground 
' Didfiercely meete, cach.other to confound, * © 
In which ſwift courſe que ſhattered ſpeares did flie, 
Like feathers borne by winde _— Skie,'"” 
r 4 | 


599 


600 King Edmund, 


As two fierce buls fights twixtan heardofkide,: '- 2256 Honed al 
Whoſe violence doth increaſe, whenin theirifighe '' -!::1i! + - 


The crimſon blood doth from their wounds decline, 
So wounds giuen equally in doubtfull fight, 
Our eager thoughts did to revengeexcite, 


The anguiſh arm'd our armes with ſtrengthtofirike - /'- -'i;. 7/7 


And made vs both incounter lion-like, 


On horsback firſt the fight we did maintaine, 

And when our horſe did faile, diſmounting ſtraighr 

On foote the fight we did begin againe, 

In which my foes haut courage gan tabate, 

I with my ſword laid on ſuch woundsof weight, 
That his faint knees did toope at cuerie blow, 
And in the fight did ſtagger toand fro. 


Who tir'd with toile and fearing leaſt my ſword 
Should beare away the palme of viRorie, 
Thus ſpake to me;Forbeare quoth he (braue Lord) 
This doubtfull fight, and let vs both agree 
To joyne our hartsand hands in amitie, 
Leaſt that our ſwords each other do deſtroy, - 
Leauing this land for others to inioy. 


Right well thou knowſt the chance of viQorie 
Vaocertaine is, and though the Crowne thouclaime 
As due to thee and thy poſteritie, | 
So (noble Prince) I inmy fathers name. 
As my inheritance do craue the ſame: 

In one conſent then let vs both agree 

That Englands bounds twixt ys may parted bee, 


Let not the inward hands of dogged hate . 
Teare thy great minde, but w_—_— it with grace 
Ofheauenlie loue, let loue end our debate, 
Which if in thought thou trulie canft imbrace, . 
Then in my hart thou haſt a brothers place, 
To which all-ſceing [oveIwitnefle call, - 
Who is the ſupreame ſouexeigne of vs all,. 
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To this I pauſde 2hile, butat thedengrte TIE,  WTTLS 49315 #1: T 


| Conceaving well the combats.doubttallkchance; 1:1; 5771 rr 
{Cannte)ſaid I,fince God hath'giuen theeſtren L 


Infight to trie the mathageofmylance”” ::/.-,/ 
And ſlaughtering fans: 


This faid, our ſwords we ſheathid:in th'armies fight, 
And with kinde armes each other diqembrace, 
Happie it ſeem'd tothoſe, thas did delight-:!3i;»1) » 
In happie peace, to.ſee ſuch loiterake place: 1-- 


Twixt two ſuch morcall-foes in ſo ſhort ſpace; 
But hapleſſe I that did accord thereto, 
Th'cuent whereof did breed my after woe. 


The traytor Edrick preordainde by fate 
To a@tmy fall, whom for his treacherie 
Idaylie did purſue with deadlic hate, 
Did inftigate his ſoune by villanie 
With impious handsto at my tragedie, 
Who to impietic by nature free, 
After thistragick fort did murther mee, 


Vpon a time, when in the Muſes bower, 
Englands Parnaſſus, famous Oxford hight 
Was my abode,there in that fatall houre, 
Whenas expedient yſe did me excite 
Todo the deedof nature requiſite, 
Vnto the draught as was mywont I went 
Vato my natures vſe to yeeld content.. 


Where loe, the ſonne ofthis falſe Duke did lie 
Hid inthe yault to further his intent 


With weapon arm'd; for on the draught while I. 


Secure did fit, with fatall inftrument 

This villane gor'd my bodies fundament, 
Andthere to Faw hisdue Itimeleſle gaue, 

AtGlaſtenburic I was laid in graue.. 
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withourthy lifes miſchance;. + ond 
Ithinke right well his willlikewiſeizbee, 1&/c: © :: 
That in my kingdomethoubaue pattyithihe 
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Thus after twice fixe moinhs, and asmuch ſpace; 2/1115 17/14 g' 
As from the time the ſwallow leaucsher neft, ph CS ITULT EY 
Till Ph2bus hauethe Lionin full chace, Bt i: 
With th'angrie dog, that from his burning breſ>:” 4 
Breaths mortall plagues; ;hotfeauersand'ynreſt : -:/ ; 

When Ihad raign'd Hoſtmy life and crowne; ! 

With which ourEngliſhnameloſt herrenbywne,” 


Thus haſt thou heard the ſad —_ 

And fatall period of my life and 

In which thou ſeeſft, tharwheref: T aachacdes: 

Hath touch the heart with her foule fingers Raine; - 

There ſeldome conſtanttruth returnes againe, 
Which that it may to future times be knowne, - 
Forget not what was ſaid, when Iam gone, 
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BLE LIFE' AN "DEATH 


OF PRINCE-.ALFRED, BRO- 
ther to Rag Fan reef de. jy 


vert © 


death of? fils gue Prove, gu 

Brit Enghth lot 144i fame and 
Too out Li winexor, able Pt 
On him ſo ſwiftly t execute their hates "Ws 

Yet with bis brochit Albee $ wofwll end _ 

For tragicke alt, bis'death m (2201 Font 

Who lines an exile all by bh ON F 4 
With his deare vncle, Duke of Normandiez.. ' 
hence he in riper yeares recall d ag4ine, 
Returning is betray d, ud an the plains 

By Guilford towne friends betray lh, Ms, -M 
eAvetith d to death i 7 Godin, theta 
The Prince is ſent ro Elie, where b 45 anve 
Being both put ont, with hunger he doth pine... 
Till th ;n{truments of Harrolds tyranme 
Do butcher him with barbarans crueltie, 
Who ts the next in ny that muſt commend. 
mas aaper) | a Rn ze] 11100 3h 
Let Fame then call bo#t to rell-/ 
Thewoes aud Roan death, oorctim mo 
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Sz) F all the ſonnes of men, vnhappiefate 

With ſpightpurſuesthe borne ofhigh degree, 5 ; 

| Where tyrant wrong viupes the chaire of State” 

| The baſer wel fits from danger Nh 
Wofullitis of royall birth to bee, . Un 

Of which my woesa witneflemayremaine, . 

Such tragicke woesnoPrince did ere ae, 


Vpthen (thou ſaddeſt of thefacred nine) 

Cauſe of fad ſorow, neuer hadſt thou more, 

Vp (rufull ghoſts and ſhew ſome dolefull fi 

Ofheauie griefe) powre out your tearesin. _ 

Cauſe of fad ſorowneuerhad yeemore :+/ 6 Ar 
And (thou) the pen-maii of my hiftorie © 
Prepareſad verſe for myfad tragedie, | 


I am that Alfred, famous Edmunds brother, 
Who in thetime of my minorities + 
Was by Queene Emma our beloued FFI ; 
Sent to mine vncle Duke of Normandie, 
There to remaine ſafe from the enemie, 
| While heere at home againſt the ſonne of Swain, 
. My brother Edward bartell did maintaine, 


Who 
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Prince eAlfred. 
Who being ſlaine, as thou before did ftheare, - 

By treacherous Edrickeand his bloodie ſonne, 

They for their fact a guerdon due did beare; 

For whereaspraiſe by it they —_ thaue wonne 
OfKing Canute, they both to death were done, 


Whoſe hands with blood; whoſe hearts with treaſon floe, 


Seldome in peace ynto'the graue do goe,  - 


{azntebeing ſeated on the Engliſh throne 

By ioynt conſent of the nobilitie, 

Toit ſole Monarch in the ſame alone, 

Diddaily ſeeke by wiſdomgs policie, 

Teſtabliſh it to his poſteritie, ' = 
While I, and Edward hight myelder brother, 
Did livein exile with our wofull mother, 


| Meanetime Cannre, th'yſurper of our right, 
Hug din the armesof peace and finding none, 
That could oppoſe themſelues againſt his might, 
After all tormes of warre were ouerblowne, 
Byblood gan tyrant-like t'vſurpe the throne z 
For without cauſe the royall blood he fpile 
Of Edmands brother Edwin, void of guilt, 


King Edmwrds ſonnes, thoſe faultlefle infants twaine, 
Eimundand Edward by his ſterne decree, 
Were ſent vnto the Norway King hight Swaire, 
He being defign'd'to aCt their death; but hee 
Lamenting their miſhaps, did ſer them free, 
And ſent them both ynto th Hungarian King, 
Who kept them ſafe beneath his ſoueraigne wing, 


Cannte being freed from doubtfull feare of thoſe, 
That to the Diademe might make iuſt claime, 
Topeacefull pleaſure did his thoughts diſpoſe, 
And ganto thinke, how with ſome royall dame, 
He in chaſtbed might amplific his name, 
No ſonne he had t'enioy this wretched ſoile, 
But Harreldbaſcly borne of beauties Þpoile. 
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Vpon our Mother he did caft his loue, Bu 
On whoſe diſlike of loue we both did build Th 
Our future hopes, but ſhe, alas, toproue Th 
The weakeneſſe ofher ſexe, as prompt to yeeld Bel 
Leauing vs both, whom ſhe from harme ould ſheeld,, wi 


Did caſt her wauering thoughts ypon Cansre, 
And intheend did grant his vniult ſuit, 


(O) who doth know the wandring eye, that feeds 
Th'vnſtedfaſt fancieof weake womens heart, 
Conſtant in nought, but in inconſtant deeds, 
In weakneſſe trong, as if the ſoules beſt part 
Compoſed were by fond loues artleſſe art: 

Alas, that faithleſle faults ſhould ſo excell, 

Where faultleſſe faith with reaſon ought to dwell, 


She bath'd in blifſe, while we lay drown'din woe, 
She grew in pride, while we did. pine away, 
She Df embrac'din th'armes of our falſe foe, 
Did ſmile at our miſhaps, while day by.day 
We did expeCtour loued liues decay ; 
For fatall ti'sto Princes royall borne, : | 
Where tyrants browes the garland doth adorne, 


So long with her Carne ſhe liu'dinloue, Inl 
Till with loues fruither wombe to wex begun, W 
Which being broughttolight, a ſonne didproue 7 He 
But when that twice nine times the golden ſun W 
In heauens bright Zodiack through the fignes had run, To 

The cloudsof care began the dolefull night, | 

Which dideclipſethe ſhine ofher delight. . | 
Then the deare daies ofher dread Lord were done, My 
The ſtroke of death no mortall may withſtand, Vr 
The kingdome Harreld his ignoble ſonne, W 
The baſtard did aſpire, by whoſe command Su 
Our wretched mother was exil'd theland, Mt 


And in deſpight deſpoil'd of all that tore, 
Which her Canute had giuen to her before, __ | 
£ | 
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Prince eAlfred. 
But deaths cold touch fo ſoone Uid cloſe mine cies, 
That I beheld not my fad mothers woes, 
The baſe vſurper did my death deviſe 

Before her fall, in Court ſoone finding thoſe, 
Whom he to at my tragickemurther choſe : 


The Courts of Kings with Sycophants do ſwarme, 


Tyrants do want no inſtruments of harme. 


An Engliſh Earle there was, which Godwin hight, 
Whoſe name about the worldreportdid blaze, 
Aman of wicked wit, in Fortunes fight 
So highly grac'd, that he himſelfe did raiſe 
Tobe the greateſt Peere in thoſe our daies, 
The King was only then a King by name, 
While he perform'd the office of the ſame. 


Andin the ruffe ofhisfelicitie 

| Prickt with ambition, he began diſdaine 

His baſtard Lords yſurp'd authoritie, 

Plotting by private counſels, how to gaine 

Themperiall garland after him to raigne, £61 
Greatngſſe in ſivay of State giues wings taſpire, 
Aduancement feeds ambition with defire. 


Inbroken ſleepes he did conſume the night, 
While hisliege Lord lay lull'd in th'armes of ſhame, 
Hope of a kingdome was his ſole delight, 
While Harro/d ſenſelefle of all Kingly fame,:, 
Toidle eaſe himlſelfe did only frame; o& 
Which ſet th'inſulting GodwMWs hopes on wing, 
Whence woe is me,my woes did after ſpring. 


My brother and my ſelfe,alas,the while, 

Vnto his hopes to make the paſſage free, 

Were mark for death, nor could our fad exile - 

Suffice hard fate, my wofull rragedie 

Miſt be the ſubieR ofhis treacherie, | 
We were the obies ofproud Godwins fromne, 
We only Rood betwixt himand the crowne., - 
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Te efte& his purpoſe, he did foont excite / W 
The tyrant King, whoſe aRions he did ſway, W 
Tothinke,that while mine eyes beheld heau'ns light, W 
Heliu'd in reach of danger dayby day, W 
His ſafetie liu'd ypon my liues decay ; M 
For I, ke ſaid, being of an haughtie ſpirit, 6 | 
Would ſeeke by might my fathers right Cinherit, . 
The baſtard King to bloodie deeds inclin'd, | W 
Torob me of my life ſtood fully bent : | MM To 
Letters forthwith by meſflengers defign'd, WM 0: 
Forged by wicked wits for Yeir intent, Ar 
In our Queene mothers name to me were ſent, _ Vp 
Which I accepted as vnfain'd and true, 
The tenor ofthe which doth heere enſue, | | 
Emma, but only Englands Queene in name, ni: 
Edward and Alfred, her two ſonnes doth greet | An 
From Englands chiefeſt Peeres, who do reclaime kt 
You both fromexile, and do thinke it meet, Af 
That you in Normandie ſhould rigge ſome fleet, | To 
And croſle the ſeas your fathersrighttoclaime,., 
They all will be aſſiſtant in the ſame. | ] 
Strike the hard ſteele,while yet the fire isin, He 
{lip not occafion pur into your hand, An 
The tyrant Harreld daily ſcekesto win - His 
ThePeeres vnto his aid, who yet will ſtand « 3 7 His 
In your defence,and hazard lifeand land : [ Ma 
Then come with ſpeed, for wwtre we will prepare, _ < 
_ The way is plaine, the time doth proffer faire, wy 
This in effe& their letters teſtifie, 4: 01d vMl At( 
Which did my forward thoughts ſo much excite, ic Ht 01 To 
That though my brother then in Hungarie BN bor 
Were abſent farre, yetto obtaine our right, To 
I tooke the ſeas with many a Normah Knight; _ The 
Bur curſed be that yoyage euermoe - .. 977 974 I 
Whoſe end did cad my life with bitter woe, C 


Woe 


* 


Pride edjfred, © As 


Woe worth the ground, where grew the towring maſt, 
Whoſe failes did beare vs through the waters rore, 

Woe worth the winde, thatblew the banefull blaſt, - 
Woe worth the waue, whoſeſurge fo ſwiſtlie bore 


My tragick barke to Englandsfacall ſhote,. ' 


' 


Woe worth the maſt, the failes; winde; wauesandall, 


That cauſelefle did conſpire poore A/fredes fall. 


Why were not they by cruell fates aſſign'd 
Togiue that due to death ? which death did crave, 
Onragged rockes O:why did | not finde- 
. Amilder death ? why was the darkſome waue 
Vpon my way not made my bodies graue? 
Ah why? why did theyler my forward feete 


Once touch the ſhore ſuch cruell death to meete? 


After our ſhips had broughtysto the ſhore 

And giuen vs vp as captiuestothe land, 

kt Guilford downe, a place fo call'd of yore, 

Afatall place to me,did Godwin ſtand 

Toentertaine me and my Norman band, 
Who with the ſhew of true fidelitie - 
Did maske the face of his falſe treacherie. 


Hedid imbrace me round with treaſons armes, 
And fawnd vpon me with a villaines ſmile, 


His lookes were blith co hide hispurpoſde harmes, 
His words, which graced were with-ſugred'ftile, '. 


Made muſike in mineeares; and to beguile 
\ Sufpitions ſelf a ſolemne vow he made | 
Apainit all aduerſe power my part to aide. 


AtGuilford he gaue counſell asa friend 
Tomake abode with allmy companie; ' -: 
For there hee ſaid my fauorites did intend 
Tomeete me with their powers, who wouldapplie 
Their beſt indeuours'painſt mine enemie: 
In which being confident, with ioynt conſent 
Ofall my friends, MM” 4: went.:/': ** 
S 
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There did the chorus to proud Gedvins play 

Firſt tell the ſequele of my milcrie, 

There firſt appear dthe plot ofmy decay, 

There the ſad ſcene of my black tragedic 

Was firſt begun by Godwins treacherie, 3 4 4tl 
And theremy fiends took hands in death andled 
The tragick daunce, which I did after tred, 


When vnto Guilford with my troopelI came, 
Godwin of purpoſe did augment our traine, 
And for one place could not containe the fame, 
Lodging in diuers Ins he did ordaine,' | 
Which might twice tenne or thirtie men containe, 
Which he before with Harro/ddid deuile, 
The better to effeR his enterpriſe, - 


Plentie, the childe of peace, in eueric houſe 

Did furniſh out the tables with her ſtore, 

Lyewu fruitfull cup with full carowſe 

Went round about, mirth ſtood at: euerie doore, 

The olive branch deceitfull treaſon bore; | .. © 
Viing the voice of peace which ſiveer did ſound, 
To vs art feaſt that were, inſolace drown'd, 


The greedie gorge repleat with plentious feaſt, 
Beſotsthe ſenſe and dulsthe fpritfull minde, 
Th'infeebled braine with ſtrengh of wine oppreſt, 
Loſing all quick conceit, ſaone waxed blinde, 
The depth of Godwins plors we could notfinde.: 
Deceit workes ſureſt, where the witbefore 
Hath weakned been by plenties feaftfull ore, 


This fatall banquet, that did then forerun 

Theday that death put manyſoulesoflight, 

To ſoone did end, too ſoone the golden Ge 

Fell tothe Ocean, andthe diſmall night 

Came vp from ſeas to work my ſoule deſpight, 
The woe which chearefull day before did hide 


To(:ndour cheare,the night too foanedeſeride. | 
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Prince'eAlfred. 
When in my naked bed my limbes werelaid | / 
AndIenchaind in deepeſt fleepe did lie, 
Therufull clamors of my friends betray'd 
Didring about minecares; with whoſe ſadcrie 
I roſc 7 In fleepe,and from my bed did flic: 
But by the armed men and doores faſt made, 
My weapons gone, I knew I was betraid, 


Then did I looke, when death would at the doore 
Come in, to ſcale my life with violent hang ; 
My chamber ſhooke,my hart gan tremble ſore, 
Andas in horror did filent ſtand, 
Vp flew the doores, in ruſht an armed band, 
Who laid rude hands on me in ſpightfull hate, 
Without reſpect ynto my princelic ate, 


But when Anroralefther Tythons bed, 
And through each part of heau'n diſperft her light, 
My Norman friends faſt bound in bands werele 
To Guilford downe, to whom in dolcfull plight 
None gaue releefe, falſe Godwin tooke delight 
With fight of their ſad death his eyes to Feed ; 
Such fight would cauſe the hardeſt hart to bleed, 


By caſting lots they were ordain'd for death; 

Often, ill nine did beare the bitter fate, 

And in ftrange torture did expire their breath ; 

The tenth reſeru'ddidliuein wretched Rate 

Ofbondage, till the day offinall date: | 
And thus fix hundred vnto death being done, 
All faithfull friends did my fad fall forerun. 


My friends anfuin Heng couert ſhades of night, 


That none to my abode might privie be, 

Conuey'd Iwasto th'lle of Elic hight, 

There to abide, till Harro/d did decree, 

What kinde of death from thrall ſhould ſet me free : 
Where with care conſum'd for death did call, 
Yacilla fate farre worſe then _ didgall, 
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Then 
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Then cauſe thy Muſe withme to mourne her fill, +++. 1-.. \/; 


Andall yee nightlic birds, thatdo appeare,” 

As gaftly ſignes, ſhricke out your deadlie ill, 

Let all that wofull is and voide of cheere, 

That may augment my dole, tome draw neere, 
And helpe me with their vncouth companie 
To tune the ſong of my ſad tragedie;' ' | . - 


Deſpoildby foes of all my Princelie tate, 
Andlockt in dungeon deepe from fight of heauen, 
Sweete dame delight, with whom liu'd of late, 
Farre from my ſad abode away was driuen, 
And carefull ſorrow for companion giuen: 
The youthfull ſpring ofmy delight was done, 
And winters ſtate now in my youth begun, 


And withthe winter ofmy woes begun 
The froftie ſeaſons winter bore apart, 
Whoſe vnkinde cold didthrough my bodie run, 
While gnawing hunger to increaſe my ſmart, 
For want of foode did feed vpon my hart: 
Thus I with cold and hunger long foreworne, 
Did noughtbut mourning pine and pining mourne, 


My greene of youth with griefes ſad ſighes was blaſted, 
The ſap of my life blood began decay, | | 
My fleſh through faſt and euill fare was waſted, 
My hart did faint,my ftrength did fleete awaie; 
Ah God that death oft wiſh't ſo long did ſtay, 

Why did not fates preuent my bloodie foes, 

And with keene knife in death cut of my woes? 


My woes, alas, as yet were to begin; 
For though my foes were priuie to my cries, 
Yetcould my rufull plaints no pitie winne, 
To take from me atlength they did deuiſe, 
The laſt of all my mas nr both mine eyes : 

Ah cruell foes,too cruell were yebent, 
Whycould my deathto you notyecld content? 


Prince Alfred. 

When firſt the inſtruments of Harrods ire . © - 

Did come _ torob mie of my lghe, 

Hoping that death, which Idid long deſire, .- : . 

Had then been ſent to me, the laſt deſpighr:+ 

That can be done to man in wretched plight; 
Theſe words I ſpake to moue remorſe of mind, 


While teares in plentie downe my checks declin'd. 


Thrice happie men, if ye the tidings bring 
Ofhappie death my dolefull daies to end, 


From whoſe long houres my laſting death doth ſpring, 


Thislaft requeſt to you I do commend, | 
Thatpitying my ſad plaints, you may befriend 


My wretched ſoule with quicke diſpatch in death, 


And not with torture, when I yeeld my breath, 


Behold this bodie pin'd away wigh woe, 
This ſtarued carkas in ſuch rufull plight, 
That who, alas, can poore Prince A/fredknow, - 
Theſe cheekes, whilome ſofull of freſhdelight, 
Now wexed pale and wan, are dri'd vp quite 
For want of dew; yet dew'd with fad ſupplies 
Ofmournefull teares ſiill Aowing from mine eies, 


Yeeld then, 6 yeeld ſorne comfortin this caſe, 
Anddo not yee augment my deadly ſmart, 


Iehug ſweet death; and with kind armesembrace 


His grizly ſhape, and wooe him with/his dart 
Toend my woes, by wentiding my poore hart, + - 
Only make ye diſpatchiwheniyebegin, - '/ ---+ 


And heau'ns impute it not to youfor ſing» 71 


This did Ipeake, ſuppoſing they were come, 


With violent hands to maker lifethe prize” 701i”, 1 wg 
Of wiſhed death ; Burkyanbregrieuousdoome, © 0 


Ifirſtadiudged was tolaſemineeies>! - -- 


For while that vnto heau'tiivithpitiouscries* : 2 +> + 


_ their crueltieEdid complaine, 7 21 
y reft me of my fight cs) 7A 8 
| 3 


tee] 


4K! 


Thence 
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Thenceforth,as caytifecaſt in dungeon deepe, 

Where with freſh griefe my hart did hourely bleed, 

As Th:lomelthat ſpends her time of ſleepe 

In mournefull tunesrecording hismiſdeed, 

Whoſe luſt in waſtefull woods her ſhame did breede, 
Nights endleffſc houres till death did end the fame, 
Againſt my foesI waſted in exclame, 


Famine, the childe of want did feaſt my ſoule, 
And in my breſther hungrie arrow ſteepe, 

The black nights ſhreeking bird; the ghattlic oule 
With balefull notes in waking woe did keepe 

My greeued ſoule, when nature craued ſleepe, 


With whoſe ſhrill ſhreekes my plaints did bearea part, y 


And kept true:tune with fighes from ſorrowing hart, 


Sorrow and griefe with waſte ofzeages drawne drie 
Suppli'd the place, where eyes did once remaine, 
Whoſe want of teares my hart didftill' ſupplic-' 
With drops of blood, freſh bleeding: with the paine”- 
Of annie griefe which it did long ſuftaine, - 
Of which impatientto-defpaire being driven, 
Curſing my birth, Ithus did crie to heauens- 


Woe worth the wombe, whichnature did inforce/ 
To bring me forth and leaue me in negleR: 

Woe worth the ſtarte, thatdid disxetmy-courſe, 

Tf anieftarre the courſe of life dire: [-catil o 


Woe worth the houre, which did my birth dere; */* / 


Woetoyouall, that did conſpire with foes: 
To drowne my betterdayes in bitter woes, 
Why doTliue? ah why liveIthe ſpace = 
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Ofhalf aday in thismy mournefullmew? 3 /{' © 


Why doth grim death ſo-often ſhewhisface?: :00þ bail] 2G 


cinme whydoth bevyiew-:- | 2 


Of natures worke ; and yet-notcrauehis due? 151i f/f 


Whydolliue, yet dayliedic withpaine?:// >: 
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Toyou therefore ye heau'ns, whoſe cheerefull face 
With morrtall eyes I neuer more ſhall ſee, 
Toyouandall your powers I crie for grace; 
Let me, ahletmenow no longer be, 
But by ſwift death from foes do ſet mefree; 

My dayesbe ouer long, for death I crie, 

End then my daycs (O God) and letmedie, 


Wanting the falue of patience, wherewithall 
To cure the ſoreof forrow growne ſo rife 
Inmy gricu'd hart, thus forc'd I wasto call 
| For death to launch the wound with his ſharpe knife, 
Which griefe had feſterd in'my loathed life; 
Who in his horrid ſhape himſelfe did ſhow 
Tome poore wretch with too much paine and woe. 


Fordeath at laſt with ſuch vnkinde conſtraint - * || 

Did force my ſoule from th'houſe of her ynreft, 

Thatneuer Prince had cauſe of more complaint ; 

Natures vnkindeſt children will deteſt 

My deaths vnkindnefle, and the flinteſt breft 
Willearne rexpire fad fighes with ſorrows breath, 
To heare me tell the tnanner of my death. 


From thence, wherein Way Idid dwell - zi 
Iforth was fetch't, and by wy foesthatbeen| : 5 1 + 


fit Rript I was, and then (G:woe. torellY: :-- |. +7 d C3: ts 
My wombe was opened with's raforkeene; :/; + 1 0 0b 
With paine of which,dowpe ſinking L did weene, LION! BOS 


That then my gaſping ghoſt wauldhaue expir'd © 1: 1 © 
The breath of life, which Jo ofedefirdy!rs] | 7 not 


Butaſter grieuous groane, when as my ſprite 
With feeling ſenſe reuiued was againe, 
Myfterne tormentors ſeeming to delite | 


lo tebloodie game,while lin vaine 
| patch of my tormenting paine, 
| With varemorſefull hands againe began 


Tinfli&more woes pa" woefull man : 
| S14 
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At that ſmart wound, which in my wombe they tnade, tag | 


One of my intrailes ends they forthdidirake, + -- 
Which, out alas, (thatere it ſhould be faid 
Of any Prince) they faſten to aſtake, 


And with ſharpe needles (yetmy ghoſt doth quake ' 


To _ on it) my tender fidesthey wound” 
Aboutthe ſtake tomakemego around, © 


With painfull wounds they wound me in each part, 
' When till Iftood to eaſe me of ſuchwoe, 


Yet worſe then painfyll wounds increaſtmy ſmart | 


As oft as I aboutthe ſtake did go, 

Then in this pitious plight, what ſhould I do ? 
Deaths touch I felt; yet by my foes made blind, 
Therecadie way to death T could notfind, 


Atlength my ſoule vnable:to withſtand 
Th'afflitions of my foes, in heart made ſtout 
With torment of my wounds, Ihand in hand 
Went on with death that deadly ſtake about, 
Vatill my bowels being winded out, -- *- 
With death I fell, and inthar fall didfind 
An end of woe, an end of griefe of mind; 


Men light of credence warned be by me, 

To deeme no profer'd friendſhip firmeand ſure, 
Till truth haue triall made, for flatterie © '- 
Makes fained loue the fitteſt cloake tobſcure - 


Falſchood from truth, whichpraQiſepursin vre, 
Of which, thathenceforth Ia Mirrour bee, *- \.* , 


£ 


My ſtorie told, Ileaue it ynto'thee] {-!' 
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THE TREACHE 
ROVS LIFE AND IN- 


FAMOVS DEATH OF Govpvyin, 
Eatle of Kent... 


f hrs banefullptots of Godwving Ktredelprſ,” OE 
Alfreds rufinll end, from nin 1 
Wh doubt may rake aweake beJerung minds - 
Which tore on er _ 
Then Go wins/##, whoirhss rae fault tell” F227 
Afier Prince AlfredsHe#th, Whifh ins bifell,” Da La 4b 
How he in ftrnice of Chte #3 Kn GEE 
In forrenwarres himſelfe i 7. ES 
How he in ſtate did riſe, w th what increaſe 


, 7 


Off, eight _—_—_ 2 
Hu lifeproduc'd tg {et ks eos 
Foare Kings be Pl om Pe! F ppeares ws op 


His ney. Alfred, cl jy jon concea 
Which by the hand of heal: » is then td q 
Hiz oath, his periurie, bread ſtops by breath, - 


Heaw' n plagues his iſſue for. Ny PER wag 2 oC 
are, | = 
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The truth of which, that \ve at large 
Let Fames trumpe cauſe his ;evilneghotts Mets! 
h9d 2: 10110; 2:,4 iy 1 © /- 1, rip Te £1 
Anothetargument, . i. 5 o 0qUO 
Todwin gultwntrebnbiinn gme 102ieaD 
Of his deſire, forft cawſt bf all bis ſhame." | ot 
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Aire fall the ſteps, that happily do end 


Paz Their courſe begun in vertuespainfullrace, 


> L Many beginthart ſtcepie hill raſcend, 


To tread the path ofpraiſe1 firſt begunne,, - 


Butloſttrue praiſe, which I did weenethaue wonne. . 


Ambition tooke me by thehapleſſc hand, 
And with delightled me another way, 


Both blood and treaſon in my way did fand, ore 


Which heau'n with vengeance failes notto repay,. 
Although reuenge of men eſcape they may: , -.. 
Of which thatI a Mirrourbe, giveecare, | *. 
And inthy mindmy fatal oriebeare, 3 


Who with King Harro/4 did conſpire toſhed 

Prince Aled 

For whereas I ypon the glorious bed 

Of fpotleſſe honor, might hauelaidmy hed, 

This one blackedeed of my falſerreachexie,/-!;0;) 
Doth brand my name with ſpot of infamice!, 4"? 


. . | * 4 
TIOLALE ES I s 
Iam that Godwis, ſometimesBatle of Kent, _ T_T 


lood, which Ttoolaterepent: 5 


Where yertue dwels ; but few do find ſuch grace, 
As not to faint, ere they attaine thatplace, \. 
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Godwin Earle of Kent. 
If from that way, my fteps had neuer ftrai'd, 
Which in my yourhfull dajesI firſt did cread, 

My famous acts, whichnow are all decai'd,. 

Had liu'd in lines of gold, and in the ſtead. 
Offoule defame,with pw had crown'd my head ; 
Bur partiall famelcts paſſe our deeds of raiſe, 

Our worſer deeds "A a for future daies, 


When bold Canvrws;thatvidorious King, 
Orc Danes and Engliſh didin triumph raigne, 
Defice did ſet my yourbſull thoughts on wing 
In purſuit of renowne, which to attaine, ': 
From pleaſures idle bed'Edid refraine, | 
Eaſe duls the fpritd, each-diop df fond delight 
Allaies the thirſt, which glotie doth excite; 


About this time we beitig ſecure afwarre,,. 

Fame by report did giue to-ynderfiand; / 

That the bold Vandale thicarnddtoinferre;;! 00D, 91:29! 

Such ftrong nuafioh both by-ſeasand land 

Vpon the Re erat that all the force of hand, 
That they for warre coultimake,would ſcarce ſuffice- 
To giuerepulſe yato their enemies. © : | 


Which when Canwedid heare, hisDaniſh PROS 

He muftred vp, and Iinſpir'd by fame, | ' | 

Trooptvp my Kentiſh friends, both footandhorſe,. 

With whomdecktinbraucarmesand il din frame” 

Of varied fight, vnto Gaontel.camd; - eDrighls 
With whom+o-Deamarke Lickewiddidgor;) 
Conductor of the Engliſh 'gamitthe foes | 


The ſeas we launcht, but lohgweliad notiwane::: - :: 

Vpon the deepe, whenall aus ſhips did ſratter;.;: , Vin 

Proud Nerexs foin'd ,thedanlookrblackeandrau'd; 

The billowes ru rout; incokilsofwater,:. 

Cuffe after cuffe 2greone' bankes didburir,. 
Which with their ferce menos >: 

of 


619 


620 Godwin Earleof Kent, 


Toft to and fro, the ſtorme atlength ore-blowen,* 

We did arriue ypon the Daniſh coaſt, 

VVhere, inthe field the Vandale dreadleſſe growen 

Their valoursto auouch,'did vaunt and bo 

Of fpoiles and captiues in their conquering hoſt, 
Twixt whom and vs the fight had then begun, 
Had night, to part the fray, not twixt vs run, 


The night, that giues cach deathleſſe creaturereſt, --) 
In chaines of darkneffe all the earth did bind, 
And in our rents, each one as ſeem'd him beſt, 
Did paſſe the time; butin my labouring mind | 
Nor reſt, nor ſleepe could entertainmentfind,”'.i iii | 
Care kept me waking, how Ibeſt might. being 
My felfe in credit with Canare the King, ' . 


The time, I thought, did fit occaſion yeeld, 

The foes with fond negleof vs at ſhore. 

Did ſleepe ſecure,difpread aboutthe field, . 

Their guard ſlight kept, their men were Ste fore 

VVith hunting after ſpoile the day before, :': 
VVhom to Carnte vynknowne could we confound, 
Our names I thought, wouldeuer be renown'd. 


Theſe thoughts, but newly.borne in my: great mind: HY 
—_— meſſengers Idid conuent, - Fes 
The Engliſh Chiefetaines all, whomTdid find - et: 


In heart fo wellinclin'd, thatallwere bear. ; "126M « we oh 
VVith readic hands to frengehenwmjintent, -- 167 
And in each pointtheirmindses mined 2X 7 
For thisaffaire,all thirſting after fame, | 195 18 ? 
- OurEngliſh quarter;which didvemoſilie 1d 51! o0t al 277 £57) 01 


VVe vndeſcrid emdh/hnda caring 7, 225 5f2 bao 
VVith filence weztidpadie, thewindesblewhigh,! T DK N £41700 


And night her darkſomewings did wide diſplay”: 25 Ota of 1 
Leſt th aduerſe fcout our —_ m _— + tiu3 4531 
Soforth we agar ry 
The drowſie Van 
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Godwin Earle of Kent. 
The outward watch;and courts of guard being ſlaine, 
Throughall their rankes by ſlaughter making-way, 
We ti at lengththeir fatal[tentsattaine, 
In which, as in negle& they ſleeping lay, 
Without reſpeR al went the common way, 

That leads to death, as well the noble kind + ' 

Asthe ignoble, were indeath confined; ' «©? 


Then was th'alarum giuen, and euery where 
The foes with fearefull ſhouts did pierce the skie, 
Heere one affrighted ſilent ſtands, and there 
Another dreading death doth mercie crie, 
Heere one cries {tand, another there bids flie, 
In euery place deaths terrourdidabound, 
Andall on heapes our foes weEdid confound, 


Atlength, troopt vp in haſte thefoes made head, 
Twixt whom and vs enfi'd'a deadlyfight,''f © 
Grim death in darknefſe hid; did bring more dread 
With his approch, the foes through fable night 
Their friends from foes could not diſcerne aright, 

In which diftreſſe vnable long to ſhield 

Their cape from ſpoile,they fled andleft the field.” 


Darknefſe ſuborn'd their flight, and did preuent 

Our purpos'd purſuit for th'intended chaſe, ' 

Their campe laid waſte, we found in euery tent 

Rich ſpoile and captiues, men ofno meane place, 

With more renowne our deed of worth to grace, 
Of which Came our King did tiothing _ 
Vntill the mornings light our deeds did ſhow. 


Forwhen in Eaſt Arora did appeare, 
Canute intending to begin the fight, 
When he of our Re poſed flighr did heares””” <7 7! 
lnrage he yow'dreuenge for ſuch deſpight; 41'7 
Andforth in furie marcht :but when inſfight 
The Vandales campe appear'd deſpoil'd with fire, - 
Andall their hoſtdifpers'd, he ganadrmire, 
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The Danes, introopesall gathered, ſtood amaz'd Wh 
To ſce through what great dangers we had run, | [ſtar 
Vponthe ſlaughtered Vandales wounds they gaz'd, OfE 
Vpon the Captiues and the rich ſpoiles wonne, Cann 
Applauding all with praiſe, what we had done, Did 
The King himſelfe in heaping praiſe on praiſe, B 
The worth of this our deed on high didraiſe, B 
The good ſucceſſe ofthis high _—_— won, 'Cai 
My name in credit with the Dane did bring ; WM Tot 
And to encreaſe this honor new begun | The 
In th'/horrid warre betwixt the Norway Ki Inw 
And Prince Canxte, of which the world didring, And 
Iby my deeds ypon the Norway coaſt, F 
Did ſauce Cant and his fainting hoſt, N 
When Olaaus and Vife thoſe brothers tour, But 
With their Norwegians in a dangerous fight, Tot 
Againſt (ans:eſucceſlefully had fought, | Tho 
I with my Engliſh ſouldiers in his fighe law 
Regain'd: againe, what he had loſt by flight, hea 
And forc'd proud Ol/aumtoflie the field, new v 
Who to our King his Crowne did after yeeld, T 
Grac'd in all warre affaires without miſchance, wel Yet! 
With King Carxte in ſuch great graceI came, Nor 
That he, my name and fortunes to aduance, My! 
His fiſter gaue to me for wife, whoſe name | Api 
Hight Thrrafaire, a Ladie of great fame, | Toa 
Whom1 with earneſt ſuite did often proue, a O 
Andin the endobtain'd her formy loue. B 
Thus with auſpitious lookes the heau'ns beheld, The 
The new borne infant ofmy towring ſtate, - Suck 
Which growing vp, with proud ambirion fwell'd, lo 97 12) And 
Flattering it ſelfe with hope of happierfate, .. ory 987 27 2 0] lack 
Which to obtaine I long didlic in wait, bs Toa 
Andleftart length true honors path to tred, T 
To trace the footing whichambitionled,  _ | R 
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When death did end Carntar life and raigne, 
Ifanding in contention, t'whom the fight h 
OfEnglands voſwai'd Empire ſhould remaine, 
Carntes baſe ſonne, ambitious Harreld hight, 
Did ſtep into the throne in my deſpight, 
Being backe by diuers Peeres, that ſought to clime 
By his ſupport in this new change of time, 


Cainſt whomTRood with fained loyaltie 

Tothoſe two Princes, ſonnes of Epelred, 

The true borne heires to Englands Emperie; 

In which affaire, had Fortune falſe not fled - 

And turn'd her backe,the Crowne had grac'd my hed: 
For had I gain'd the garland in their name, 
Neither of them ſhould haue enioy'd the ſame, 


Butal-ſceing heau'n, that did my drift perceive, 

Totake would notpermit the ſame, 

Thoſe ftrong built holdsI was conſtrain'dtoleaue, 

which defiance I did firſtproclame, 

Againſt the baſtard in Prince Alfred name: 
Wherefore my oath I'vnto Harrs/d paſt, 
Tobetrue Liegeman, while my life did laft. 


Yetdid not this my mounting thoughts beat done, _ 

Nor quell the pride of my aſpiring mind, 

My heart ſtill aim'd at Englandsroyall Crowne, 

Apiring hope did th'cies of: reaſoirblind 3-2:4..3 

Toall impietic I was inclin'd, SAINT 
Ofwhich Prince Alfred, whom would T had never 
Betray'd to death, a Mirrour liuesfor euer. 


The maner of whoſe death I ſhame to tell, 
Such was the cruell torment of the ſame; 
And ſuch the noble vertues, thatdid dwell 
lath'hearr of that Feet Prince, whole liuing name 
Toall poſteritie records my ſhame, | 5 

The more his vertues were, whoſcblood I fpilt, 
Remorſclefſe wretch, the greater was my guilt, 


n 2.4 


Curſtbe the graceleſſe hearts ynſwayed pride;., 
Which tempted me to ad ſo foule adeed, 
Why as at firſt did not faire vertue guide 

My ſteps in path of praiſe?-whyin her ſteed, 
All grace aboliſhr, did foule vice ſucceed? 


With State and grenmnclle, vertueſeldome dwels, 


State foſters pride, prideall good grace expels, 


After the murder ofthis guiltleſſe man, 
Long time Iflouriſht with proſperitie, 
In flothfull Harro/ds daies my houſe began 
With many valiant ſonnes to multiplie, 
Who after came to great authoritie, 
Of whom hereafter Tintend totell, 
Hearken meane while what ynto mebefell, 


Hearken ye glory-thirſting men, and heare 


Iudgement of wreakful wrath powr'ddowne by Towe 


On me, and on my houſe, that all may feare, 
Aſpiring honors height thoſe plots toproue, 
To which vaine oride the heart doth often moue, 
Of which, both I, andall my progenie, 
May Mirrours be toallpoſteritie. 


When Harro/dhad, the tearme of three yeares ſpace, 
Vpon the Engliſh throne borne ſupreame ſway, 
He dying left a name of foule diſgrace, 
Tobtaine true fame, he never gaue th'aſlay, 
His idle life in ſloth did fleet away : 
In houres of eaſe, who euer ſpends his daies 
To future time, leauesſeldome any praiſe, 


Vpon the throne, his brother did ſucceed 
Prince Hardikrute, Canutwus lawfull ſonne, 
Whom Tdid feare, leſt for mybloodie deed 
By his edi&, I ſhouldto death be done, 
Which I in lawfull triall could not ſhun, 


To murdred Alfred he was borne halfe brother, - 


Got by Canute on Emma his Queene mother, 


admin Earle of Rent: 
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' Yet Tbeing right expert infguietythings” iii | 52:5 2; 1c 
Which did pertaine to ſubtile pdlidie,” -+: «to ; 3--- i | 
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Both tooke a ſolemnegthhefote che Kieg,: -> 1-5, 11 


That I from guilt of A/freds blood was free, : | 
With which his friends had often charged mee ;' 


Andalſo, that mineoth mighe fauour figde,-: - - _ 


With golden gifts I did corrupthisminde. :1i-, :- 


Ifthatthe omg of gold doe conquet Kings, ' -- 

Corrupts the noble,and deceaues'the wiſe, ' 

Subdues the valiant ; yea the brother briogs : + /-:; 

Toſell his brothers blood forgoldenprize,-;;/'- 

Wherewith to glut his greedieauarice: -:;/ - .{ / 
No maruell then, if thatmy/gold didbring ; 
This fained oth in credit wihohe King, 


Of Hardinate this fauourT did fihde,---- ' -- ; 

Iliu'd in grace and greatifelicitie,+ 

Tome the rule of all things heerefign'd, - , 

He onely kept his Kinglie dignitic, - - 

Allthings were ſwaid by:myauthoritie:7!-.,/ -/; //:;. 
Burafteteworyeares ſpace;by ſuddaine death. 
In midſt of mirth, he loſthhis vitall breath, -+- - 


Being ata feaſt ypona folemne day's 21173 
 AtLambeth houſe, within theBiſhops place,; - 
Witch cup in hand hislifedid:fleet away, {1 + ; 
Toground he fell andidid cold death imbrace, 
Leauing fewfriends to waile his woefull caſe: - . 
Inloue of drinke he liu'd, in drinke he dide; 
Such drunken:deathofedtunkards doe beride. 


Prince Edward, Alfreds brother, he being dead, = * 


Wasleft the lawfull heireynto:the Crowne, 
Which I did claim&as diie from Edgelred, 
And on his ſeeming foes I ſeem'dtofrowne,..,- 


That fought wikhryiolent hands tapluek him downe: 


- 


For well [did petceaue, he being King; | 
To good effot my parpoſe-Hhould bring. - 
ad 2. 


Zealous 


Lealous he was,and did ſo rmuch gel ht 1:05403d nit uni | 
In ſacred precepts of pre ſanitiey 91:79! tit - 21681127 bib r5ig 
That farre more fit he, feeti'din alrnehs fight," | vm 
To live religious ina. Friarie;' > > OT 3287 
Then ſway the ſceprer bf vinomahibe? cif bid piety; rity 
Yer ſeing the rightdid veto Tdagpertalany cr ts bad 
He was permitted outer vs toreigne, .' ein 7 -; <7 
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Vpon whoſe minde moreſpliable to yeeld' 

To rule of others, then to rule alone. - 17 nf gif} 

The hope of future forrune Idid:- build; -. (6 lows Ter 

And after him, voknowne ts: anivons, le e191lond bid abaT 

Llaid my plot to ſtep into thewhwone 3 >19rfWp 
For vnto him my daughter 1did wet , 
Twixt whom 1 hw woaldbe'a dnvs beds! 


Although the choyceſt eye could hor ſele&& [21 10 
A Virgin with more ſweets of beauriefild; 1 progoesd mi git To 
Yet for in harthe iufllic did ſuſpe&-: - . T Wi 
His brother A!freds blood by me was Gild, rige33} ono wh Mo 
Her beautie with delighthe nerebeheld; ' 1 1 Hik My 
My dreaded power, whichmighit have dangerous bene Tol 
To his cftate, was <huſe he made lite Queene,r ih . 
| 

Whereby in future time my valiantionne, - :: | 
My Harrold ſtout afitle did pretend'! | || --,- 15A This 
Vnto the Crowne, who by his valorworne'/ | irty Cl) Dow 
High credit with tlie King, who in the end. | _— Burc 
So far to him his fauvur did extend, Feb rind} g's : My d 
That after his deceaſe; he did: ordaine [£4 Whi 
The Crowne and Kingdome ſhoulitbimremalne, If} 
Or 

Thus didT fit in top of Fortunes wheele, | | 
Rait to the royall blood of Englands Crowne, | Noſo 
Till death did firike, miſchance Inere did fecle, But of 
Fortune at my ſuccefſe did henerfrowne, Vato! 
Who in the highrof pride plyckes manie dovne# While 
Dreadlefſe Iliu'd, being dreaded ftill of all, | Throu 


Fearing no luckleſle chance, that might befall, X _ 


Ifrom the King my g 


 GadwJh Ruble af Kekes,) 


Bcneath the ſwayoEm Frere wee 2NichL1i} wag 
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Of Aredr doth, Skill rw Tyunny ood "301 to cew5 al ſ 

When fate appointed did my fo 
Andi inmy death my bloodic deedreueales*\t-. lov 9012419 oo | 

Blood for duevengeanceneuer callsinwyaine, ;: 


Heau'n will reuenge, when'we remiiſle rerhaine.” | thc 


Once fitting at thecablewithiche 


By chance did ſtumble, ashe didirbrit 


And lightlic did himſelf a 
At which by metheſef 
Ha ha my Lie pe faig lt; 


gaincpteats,” 


Jer Io: DONE 41 2a 


cher pokemoeres 


ſechow 
Intime * —__ caiwell ſuſtaine 
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Towhich the King return'd thisRerne teplie- 
With browes contra, fignes ofthis eprom xi 


Moſt true it is, faid he, and 


My louing brothet:&ifred ivi 
Tohelpe me now,-bucfor th I” 
With ach beaies yet all diftruſtto ſhun, 


ſoſhouldI. Ts 


fide 
nfo 3; 
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My ſonne, whoſe omrtaippaigns ans crv2 


Bread ircighr Dtook,and thus my.oth __ 


This bread (quorh 1) Inecerwiſhrotike . | 
Downe through this throatintomy hollowehef, 

Burchoaking me, God grant, that itiriay cſs 
My death a ſcandall ro'tnyfoule.vnbleſt; 


Which heau'n henobfoitth fortuer may: 
IfI your brother A/freddidizerrayy | 


Or gaue conſent totake his life away?! 


No ſooner haqhlifpbly 


drakenbready:!:: 


But ofthe yo ,oy (kibdid 


Vntothe ground I 
While yet the bread did-intn 


Through which capalle ak reach didftriuen vaines 
WndeteAmprillanieio:! ot! 


Indeath.didhta 
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Which ingny ſuddaine de toake a 2: 55358 
This dreadfull iudgementcould norfatiſficyq ya 7 + L _—_ 
The wrath of cighteous Jewegubo idintend: . 031:2h th ik J0 


The extirpation of my,pbogenieh:c: {cr [215 b93 «256 23 4 nod 
In the reuenge of Alfreds wragedic, - Shenkd was 3 bb wor: vibaA 
With ſeu'n ſonnes done:to:death,; jalralianmen, Gt bogly 
My name didyade,asit had neuerblen, >; _. ci2uo1 in nut ty 


My eldeſt ſonne, Ad Donnbapichands 1, 1: 2ciaoi) 2200 
With mp—_—_ , wibStrophagabiendito 51. Stodr nao} 1yMd 


Did bea apr may þ rs mr ES o'r if} bib 9 
For which «pig tothehalicland- Dil s "rlgituk 
He was inioynd by Churdeolk jtntamadds: 5c > 47G toidw'oh 


Where rouing Saracens ypontheway,,!;: Nogoil ys _ oy 
With murther did his vadradeath tepayes” ogy 20g 


The next was Harrold, whoin —— 4" ep XA 9:'2 aide of 
After my death: Gmousin thisland) .: 0617.09 2297039 421 
Manie great victories hc didobtaihe! {os ,o: biet, prev 26 21293 HoM 
Againſt the Welſh, who withrebellibus hand: 0c 27 iylo lM 
Againſt the King themſchuesdidproudlicbaridz, as 7.07 
For whichin name and fathie he was renown'd;'2i:! + ..;; 
* Andby the King with manie metits crownd.ulg gi2 2331 bezrd 


But the third brother did thereatienuies  ? /! tour o\ beodeitt 


/ 


Teſtic by name}a-manof micklepride, - '; -id 19107”: 5277 of 
Which when his brother Harrol#did cipie, ,or pie [23u6 
His angrie hart did fiwell,arid ragedid guide ''-(4 155) 51.1 0 
That reaſon, whichtdoth man diuidez god nu aid] 
For on a time inrag'd withan ror 1ofaond 1207 NN 
They fell at ods in ns he Kit T' 
VVhere Harro/d caught young Toſtieb OY cell 
Og: nu" 2:1; ford 


Aud with hisfiſt did INDE 
Butby well-wiſhing frien theyparted weres mort act 32h 
Yet Toſscin his mindefor ſuch(diſgrace;.', |: ad ofdagay (ill 
Did vowereuenge in more conueniicar places: r ;-!7. or 1 
And forthwith fromahe:Courtwith s 169b 7 
To  Harrolonſekisrouliewayhenanke: s ih d:c9b of 


ww &# 


-£3T YVhee 


Bs ., v4 ., =» «a. PIT 


Godwin Earleof Kent. 619 


VVhere when he came, the ſeruants hee did finde 
Preparing all thingsfor the Kings repaire, '. 
On whom he wreak'd the vengeance ofhis minde ; 
For not a man his wrathfull ſword did ſpare, 
Inhis revenge they all alike did ſhare : 

Yet could not this his furies heataffwage, 

Their limines.he hew'din peeces in his rage, 


Which he amongſt the hogſheads of pure wine, 

Veſſels of ale as cydar did beftow,, 

Andin the lomcs of meath, and tubs of brine, 

And other forts of liquor he did throw 

Heads, legs, and armes, whence = warme blood did flow : 
Then ſent he word, that at his brothers houſe ' 


The King ſhould find good ſtore of poudered ſowce, 


For which offence, he was exildethe land, 
And Harrold after Edwardas his right | 
Thecrowne did claime, gainft whom.no peere did ſtand: 
Yet Toſtie did the Norway King excite, | | 
I battaile gainft his brotherfor to fight, 

In which by Harro/dvpon Stamford plaine, 

Both Toftie and the Norway King werelaine. 


Stout Harro/din the field his deaths:wound tooke, 

With this two bretheren Girth and Leowry, 

 AtBattaile abbey gainſt the Norman Duke ; 

forin iuſt iudgement then didheau'n begin: -: . 

Toplague this land formy :detefted finve, ! ..' -_ | 
Which from that time twicethirtie yearesand foure, 
With Norman bondage was n—_a 7 fores7'25 7753 


Thus by decree of fate without remorſe 

_” ecne {\yord fiue ſonnes to deaths doomepaſt, 
efixtin riding ona head-ſtrong horſe 
9 theſilyer _— dark deepe was caſt, 

lh which his ſoule the panges of death did raſte; 
The ſeuenth and laſt was in cloſe priſon kept, 


Vaull in death the conquerin —— ſlept, 
GEY 


| ——_ 
630 oawin Parte of Rent, 
Yet heere heau'ns tieauie iudgementdidnotend, 
My wretched mother, thoughforworte andold, 
Vntimely fell, who, while ſhe liuid; did fend | 
Yong Dames to Denmatke, wherefor gaince of gold, 
Their virgin beauties ynto luſt were ſold, 

For which offence, to-allthe worldawonder, 

She ſtricken was from heau'nbyhorridrhunder, 


And that on earth, myſhame mightneuen die; 
The ſeas proud waues haue ouerrunmylands, 
VVhich did of yore by Sandwich hauen lie; 
VVhere now bound vp in Neptwaerwatric bands, 
They at thisdayare called Goboinſands, 


And ſince are made ofpatture-ſprmnging-ground, 
A dangerousgulfe,the —rpun..7-9 nr AY 


Thus for Prince 4/f-eds blood, which Idid-ſhed, 
Toxe in the tempeſt ofhis wrathfull mood, 
Powr'd downe his wreake vpon-my wretched hed: 


Ofall foule ils moſt aduerſe vnts | cm SIR 


Vengeance purſues the bluſhing 
Blood out ofcarth with cries importunes heau'n: 
To grant reuenge; vatilrenenge be-giueri,. 


Vnto a finfull wight, time doſceme 

With wings of waſte his ſhame away towipe, 

Although the King of heau'n S——_— deeme; 

Yet when his ſore of finne is wazenripe, 

Of his ſmart ſcourge he feeles the birtev ſtripe, 
The truth whereof, that I mayreftifie, - 


Amongſtthy Mirrours, place my tragedies. 


Who pr moet repro Crowne aoth gs 
Both riſe narmes; bur gold doth make th attone, 
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THE LIFE AND 
DEATH OF ROBERT 


SVRNAMED Crxruoss, 
Duke of Normandie. 


VA Her love, ſaid Memgrie, for Normans ſlaine 

Through Godwins treaſow py Guilford plaine, 
Enolifh birth hu wreaks would not renake, 

—_ it foope toc ng Williams yoke - 

In that ſad time, that noble Prince Find 

Moft worthie of record, that Norwan blind, 

The flout Dukg Robert, prin 

Of bis greene youth,v (King, 

His bee deluded ſetrbig 


Ty wer ſucceſfully 4 ——- bus fre, 4 
canes toline, 


1, Smi Rufus owthet v4 


Robert eo/PuleTinewrth Godfrey y 0er, 

Wins fame in fielda pn tt. Pagan foe, 
Hearing of Rufus dearhyhe thence returnees, 
Finds Hentie King, with ijndiguation burnec, 
Meets him in field to wreake i2with big ſword, 
But Peeres on either part 

After in peace they line like hrevhrey, 
The Dukes hind natare wronged bythe Quaee, 


aine he armes REI s- 
"el with the King, whiſepa boo 


. 


"0 
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6 2 Robert ſurnamed Curthoſe 


In fight is taken and to Gardiffeſent; © 
Where long captia'd, in ſecking to prevent If 
The fate of loathed thrallby } Ba flight, + : "TE 
He taken is, and i deprisdof ſight, © 
eAnd after with long life imthrall eppreit, 
He pines away with wnger and wnre#t,  ', 
Whoſe Princely gho#t let Fame from graue vpraiſe 
Tomake thoſe aceds a Mirrour for onr daies. 
-,,- Anotherargument, | 

The Norman Prince tels Fame,how he was borne 

 Tobea King, yet dies a Dug forlornes 


£77 N that great booke of [ones decrees in heauv'n, | 
FYAx Compil'deretime had any.wingstomoue, 
54 The wofull, wight, to whom blacke fate is giuen, 


ed 


wo "AC: ; Tocancellitin vaine doth after-proue, +; {1 
Sa 32.34 No change of time can change the will of Jowe;! 

Fhat power ſo potent is, that can controle © U80\ 
The firſt decree that he did there iinrole.. L 


Let Fortune hold a crowne abouethy head, * RT 
Andat it with wits beſt direQtionaime;' © © y 
Riſeto it royally from-honorsbed, 

Tuftly deſerue it for thy deeds of fame ; 

YetſFall thy carefull brow nere beare the ſame, 
If thou in that ſtar-textof euery thing me 
Foredoom'd forfate, be notinrol'daKing. 


' Of which thatthou alaſting Mirror have, 


- Duke of. NCormandie... 


Behold me heere a wretched Prince of yore, ! 
To whom true birth a crowne and kingdome gaue, 
Whom vertue did inrich with all her tore (1 
Of goodly gifts, to make me fittherefore, 

Of which depriu'd by deſtinies decree, -- - 

Woe andalas was only leftto mee.. 


Behold this feeble bodie pin'd away 

Wich hungers.waſte,which once ſo ſtoutly bore 

Our Sauiours badge in many a boldaflay; 

Behold the place where eyes hauc ſtood before, 

Now filled vp with blacke congealed gore; 
Bchold blind Beauchampe Duke ofNormandie, 
New crept from graue to tell histragedie. 


APrinceT was borne of the Normanblood;:': 
Tothat victorious King the chdeft-ſonne; 

Who with his Normans; like afuriousflood. 
From Southerne ſeas did England overrun, 

And to his heires the golden garland wonne; | 


Though heau'ns avid Fortune neuer would agree, ' 1117-7 


Thatof the ſame I ſhould pafſefor bee;/.10! » 


When Fortunes gentlehand had ſer the crowne - 


Vpon his happic head, whenall-aſſaies -- 
Ofhis bold foes in field-were beaten downe; 


Tome his eldeftbornemyifitatetoraiſe, 1-21! 12 1s 
The Norman Dukedome' with ſuch long delaies*- ! | 


Aſſigned was, thatI being ſet on fire 
For Fich protraR, turn'drebell*gainſt my fire, 


Like luſtie Phaetox, that gave th'afſay, - | | - + 
Toguidethe head. ERIE theſiivne, - 
Puft vp with pride to-ſee 


Gainſt conquering Wiliem his rebellious ſonne, 
Come viglentibigis;" (3 .5t:9 
yſome-youth.did venter, . 


Nomuncoaltto enter; « |: 


Taſpire the Duke 


And fierd with heat ofgs 
With warlike troopes the 


his ownedecay, -. We 
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634. Robert ſurnamed (urthoſe 
The falſe French Philip dreadingenrery houre, 
The towring ſtate of myynconquer'dfire, 
Gaue life tomyattempt,andfenta 
Ofcall ſtrong men, as fuell forthe fire 
Ofmy ambition, _ I ——_— | 

And faintin purſuit of thewarre Y 

nd faintin pu gun : 


Betwixt my fire and me hisgrace 


As th'hungrie flame growen powerfull by degrees, 
And fying on i——_ wine throughouta wood, 
With thirſtie tongue lickes'vp the teauie trees, 
Or astherifing of ſome ſtormie flood ; 
So blinded with negletof humane good, 

My natiuc Normandie Ididinuade, 

Making her ſoile the ſpoileof Iarhis blade. 


To whoſe diftrefſe the wrathfull Conqueror came 
Through ſeasrough waues;wilde furie was his guide, 
Curſing my birth, 'gainftme he did exclame, 
Andinreuenge affetionſertafide, 
He vow'd to ſcourge mymoſtvanaturall pride, 
Setting his ſecondbirch yong Ref hight, 
Before mein his loue,andinmy right, 


At Archenbraie, bothbattelsfirftdidbraue 
Eack other with proud proffer forthefighr, 
There th'enfignes wick the wanrow-winde did wave, 
The plume-deckt helmes with goldallhorridbright, 
With pale refledtionglitter'diinthelipher, 
And 'boutboth hots introopesthe horſemen ftood 
Like loftie cedarsin athicke-ſerwood, 


When as the trumpe the banefull blaſdbegunne, 
In clamorous noiſe we clo dvneitherſide, 
Brother 'gainſtbrother,father!painſttheſonne 
Themſclues oppos'd,namreintighedef#d 
Eucn natures ſelfe, the ſuniin heaunudid hide 
His glorious headjdenyingy$hisHphe, 
Aslothing tobehold edfight, 


LIuRE 0) 


The ſoules of martallmen;were: 
Blacke = = death _ nedidvaders : 
Need boldned cowards, hape-gaue-wings to-might; 
And made each one hn beſkirongrh co baſtow, 
Topurchafe fame by downefall of bis foe, 

Death ſet on faot ranrxeund about the: field, 

Whole troopes efmenitherconqueting firoke didiyoeld, 


Iath/heate of fight, Lcausida troopeefhorke 

Tobreake ypon the rereward ofthe fe, 

Who brauely gaue the change, and: with-luchiforce 

Their fainting troopesin:beapesdidouerthrow, 

That they their rankes weyes tofergo, 
Whom Iwelk maunted ona rallfirong fixed, 
Tothe maine bagtell didpurite with:fpeed: 


Where vnder th'enfigue:of his royallarmes, 
Tencounter with the King it wasmy chance, 
Who bent with his @wne bands to:wreake his-hermes, 
Did fiercely ages. his well.aim d lance, 
Gainſt whom vaknowne my-lelfe I did aduance, 

And in my winged courſe with lafle in reſt, 

Igaue the charge ypon his royall broſd, 

- 


= _ did calme _ Fortunes _ brow, 

And did auert the point ofmay ſharpe-ſpeare ; 

Yetby hisribs che fleſh it vp id plow, 

Aud running through his arme made bloodappeare, 

The ſtubborne the King tq dds, 
Whofalling from his horſe inminddifſmai'd, 
Vato his men aloud did call for aid: 


Did take him vp, andform efle 
Hispardon ypon my knee, I did require, 
Dleading mi I | 1h; 
Whom Iremounted, and from-field convey 'd, 
Leſt danger ſhould hisnable life inuade. 


636 Robert ſurnamed (urths/e 

Meane time the horſe troopes, who by me deſign'd 

Gaue charge vpon the flankers of the foe, 

So beat the field about, thatconquelt ſhin'd 

Vpon our helmes, ſlaughter and ouerthrow 

Ou the'aduerſe part inforc't ſuch workes of foe, 
That all by flight ſought ſaftie, none durſt ſtay, 
Raf diſgracd, and wounded went his way. 


Conqueſtin triumph on my brow did ſtand, 

Fame did renowne my ſword incuerie place, 

Fortune with fame did ioyne her helping hand 

With my difpleaſed fire to winne me grace, 

T whom nature pleaded my vnhappie caſe, | 
And forc't him yeeld (thatboth in leue might liue) 
What reaſon would, and rage denide to giue. 


Reftor'd to grace like Saturn god-like ſonne, 

To England Ireturned with the King, 

Where cMalcomein his abſence had orerun 

The North from Tuuidale, where Tweed doth ſpring, 

Vnto the Tine, whoſe ſtreames ſuch profit bring | 
Vnto that towne, which on her bankes doth ſtand, 
Now call'd Newcaſtle built by my:commang, 


T' oppoſe the furie of th'inuading foe,  - 

The King my late tri'de valor did imploy, 

The Tine with wafting waues did ſeeme to woe 

My ſwift acceſſe, to ſauce her fromtWannoy' 0 2 

Other proud foes, who daylicdid deſtroy ' hn: 
The Towresand townes, which did themſelues etratke // 


About her ſireames, ypon thepleaſant banke. 
Where with my troopes, when Iappeardin fight 


Beneath the Kinglie lyon marching ow! Þ! 1/20 tfh 13 202910) 
Towards Tuuidale, to ſecke the foes for fighe; 3 © ©! 9552 iCl 
AMalcolme retirde beyond the Tweede, and none” 
In Englands bounds durft ftay to looke vpon '- - ABH1int 1 | 
Our angrie hoſt, forpeace the foemen ſu'd;'''- © 
Which for the common;goodIdideonclude. > 


f 
*#'(3;3 L 


But 


But 


Dt of Neormanaie.' 

Butleaue I now, to ſpeake of bleſſed daies, |. 

Jawhich I liu'd true ſubie&to my King, 

Leaue wea while tomemorize the praiſlc . 

Ofmy beſt deeds, thy Muſe againe mult fir S | 

My rebell pride whence worſe effe&sdid ſpring, 
Miſchiefe now tracts each ſtep, that Ido tread, 
Vnlookt for plagues fallesdowne vpon my head, 


. 

- 

, 7 
s 


Suppoſe thow-ſceſt nie. an the Germancoaſt,; /,;.'-/- 


Cladin rebellious armes againſimy fire,... 
Trooping vp men, to thake acompleat hoſt, 
Waging th 'ynwilling mind with golden hire, 
And hope of ſpoile, to furniſh my deſire : 

Bent once againe, yntomy-fire ynknowne, 


Toclaime the Norman Dukedomezas mine owne, 


Butere my wicked ſword I could 'ynſheath, 
Vpon the bed of frailemortalitie 
Lies conquering #/liam, inthearmes of death, '- 
Twhom enuious fame in his extremitie, 
*Brings tidings ofhis ſonnes impietie, 
Debatefull-enuie, finding once the thing 
That breeds our ſhame, ſets euill newes on wing. 


Could enuie find, a darker cloud of ſhame, = 
Wherewith t'obſcure the ſhine of my renowne 2 
Could fate for future woes more-fitly frame 


The houres of time, to cauſe the Covey frowne, | 


Then when in death;he- ſhould diſpoſe the.crowne? 
Enuie, fate, time and all things elſe agree, - 


Tocrofle thaxman,t whom Fortune crofſe wil bee, 


The fickly King my fire, whoſe daics were done, 
Thinking my courſe did threaten {ure decay 
Tothe rich trophie of his conqueſt wore, 
What nature gaue to me;did-giut away,.'_- - - 
Tofet the State ypon aſurer tay? | .-; |; 
For leauing life-he leftbydisdecree, - /- - 
His Crowne to Rafwe, and higcurſe ro mee. . 
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638 Robtrefurnamed Curthoſe 


Tellme ambition, whence hadſt hon tharmightz ' {24157 
To lirrevp nature inbold Beauchamp breft-' int fs 11 tv 
Gainſt God, gainſt King,'gainſtnaturesſelfetofight; / - »- +»! 
EnaQting by my hand fuch deeds vobleſ};''i/: \'D : e£3233D ſoc vitrtO 
From the firſt motion of my!mindsvareft? 2501344 s7, 27 tic hu hf 
From hope of rule; and Empitesblind defire, til til 
Thou hadſt thatpower co'make mefirſt aſpire, © 


Reaſon ſtrooke blind euen from myyouthsficſbſpting” > '1 5! |; 
With fond-bewitching hope in tate toglimeg# cc! 135 1 hy! 
That hope made fruftrate by the powerfull King, 2001 
Did bur prefigure out for future time, ' '' | 
Th'vnfortunate effeQts of my foule crime, 

The lofſe of Crowne, the lofle of all 


Scarce had the hand of ynimpeached death, 

Closd vp theeyes of Englands conquering King ; 

But Fame, whoſe liſtning caresfeeles euerybreath- 

Of whiſpering rumour, ſertherſelfe on wing, '' 

And ouer ſeas to ys did tidings bring, | 
That our dread fire was to his graue gone downe, - 
And vnto Ruf#s had bequeath'd his Crowne, 


| Heart-ſwolne with furie to reuengeſuch wrongs, -/' 21! 


Andclaime the priuiledge thenalmoftloR,  -'i. - 

Which vnto birth by natures gift belongs; 24»? 244.1110? 

Leſt Rufis pride in my diſgrace miphtboaſt,. - 17 i 25701 4h 

My quarrell ftrengthned with a mightiefioaſt;.. 2 ui 15m nl 
I did arriue on Englands Southernefhoreyir 54 99 its 
Gainſt whoſe white rocks the Britiſhbillowesxoreg -{'--> 0 


The Engliſh Peeres abhorring Refs pride; 2 Wrrr 2034 E1 viz v1 
In me expeQting a more miilde commantal{! > 511905 yer 20idnidT 
Both by afteion and by datic ride (1102 ci[to zidgon dof 207 ot 
T aduance my cauſe, each with his armed band, is 2 511189 3D! 
Gainſt Rfizs powers in field did foutly flandy 5 23222 ol 7 2} o1 

- Whoſe wilder nature kno&wnein former daies; {i = 111691 107 

| Now many friends t6my attermpidid raifggh 07 00wory att 
its F | : <4 | Th yncons 
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Th'ynconquered Kentiſhin the Engliſh Eaft, 


\ LURE Of: SN OrMAanate, 


With that ftotit Biſhop Odo, firſt made head, 
The actiue people, coaſting on the Weſt, - |. 
Marcht beneath Mowbrajes enſfigneproudly ſpread, 
The Northerne rout the valiant Bygodlead, 
And the bold Britaines favouring my right, : 
Were troont by braue Mowntgomerieyaliant Knight, 


Th'vſurping King ſeeing ſuch ſterne ſtormesto frowne, 
On the firſt ſpring of his ambiriousraigne, 
Fearing the Fa of his new-bornerenowne, 
Sought by infinuating words to gaine, 
What by the ſword he could not now maintaine, 
His golden gifts with many faire ſweet words, 
Did turne the edge of our reuengefull ſwords, 


He did not ſeeke t'yſurpe the Crowne by might, 
Such pride his loyall heart did nerc inuade, 

He knew my Senior birth did claime that right, 
He, we being abſent, tooke in hand, he ſaid, 

In ourbehalfe the Scepter then'ynſwai'd,: 


The which) fince now, he did the ſame enioy, 


He craurd to hold of ys, as our Viee-roy, 


His gifts fill lowing from himin exceſle, 

Did giue full power toenery mouing word, 

And that in me he mightall doubts ſuppreſle .- 

Of fraudulentdeceit, he did accord 

That he of me, as of his ſupreame Lord, 
Should hold the Crowne,and yearely I ſhould claime- 
Three thouſand markes, as tribute for the ſame, 


Fraternall loue ſo well her powers appli'd, 
Toend theſe iarres begun betwixt vs twaine, | 
That he conftrain'd rappeaſe his-wonted pride, 
AndI reſpeCting gloric more then gaine, 
Did reunite our ſelues in love againe: 
The frowne of © Mars did bring his ſtomacke downe,, 
And golden gifts did calme our marriall frowne. 
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640 Robert ſurnamed [urthoſe 


Parre from the fruitfull Albions peacefull ſhoare, /::// 

For th'Eaſterne world thy Muſe thounow muſt wing, 4 

Who in her flight a loftie pitch muſtſoare, © -'..> *; 

Ofthoſe ſtoutpilgrims in high ſtraine to ling, 

Which th'holy Hermit did to Salem bring, 
Imploringaid of Princes in the Weſt, — -.. 
Againſt the Pagans bloodie aQts in th'Eaft. - 


I asa partner in that great affaire, 

With my ſupport that journey to vphold, 

My wants with ſtore to furniſh, didnot pare 

My Norman Dukedome, which for ſummes of gold 

Till my returne the King did morgag'd hold, | 
Gold doth mens thoughts to high attempts prepare, 
And ouergilds the danger of the warre, 


Hearken how fame vpon the Norman coaſt 

With her ſhrill crumpe from kingdomes far away, 

Summons ynto an head my warlike hoſt, 

Behold the fackfull troopes in braue array, 

Beneath my enſignesfor this bold aſſay, | 
Who martiall'd by my hand, with ample traine, 
Do crownethe ytmoſtbankes of Belgike Seine, 


+ Behold the Engliſh famous for his bow, 
Sharpning his angrie arrowes for the field, 
The Scot with his long pike his cunning ſhow, 
The Britaine big-bon d-bold, not borne to yeeld, 
Addrefling brauely both his ſword and ſheeld, 
See how the Norman manageth his horſe, 
The Iriſh ſhakes his dart with manly force, 


As wak'd from ſleepe, with Chriſtians wofull cries, 

Bound by the Saracen in captiue bands, 

And often bluſhing at the late ſurpriſe 

Ofthoſe milke-hony-flowing holy lands, 

Now made the ſpoile of Pagans conquering hands, 
Hence did we march with heau'ns great King for guide 
Into the Eaſt, robeate downe Pagans pride, 
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Duke of Normadie. 
Inplorious age, made drunke with dregs ofpeace, 
Here iuſtl wo I taxethypeacefull "24 NT: 
Heere muſt our Muſes warlike ſong ſurceaſe, 
Acarping ſtraine, a more inueRiiue rime, 
Doth beſt befit the nature of thy crime : 
Looke backeat vs, mourne thine owne want of praiſe 
And glorious deeds, to glorifie thy daies, 


Say glorie, ſay, hath peacefull follie furl'd 
Thy flag ofhonor, lit thou dead in graue, 


With great Heroes of the elder worl 


Wholed vs ouer Helle/þontus waue | 

Beneath his badge, whoſe blood the world did faue : 
Ariſe, ariſe, call forth the Chriſtian man, 
Againſt the houſc of tyrant Ortoman., 


Hearke how Theſlalian woods records the cries 

Ofcaptiu'd Greekes vpon Penew ſhore, 

Behold how ſacred Salem waſted lies, 

See, ſee, how Sion mournes, where Saints of yore 

Didin ſweet Hymnes the King of heauen adore, 
Behold that bleſſed land, the curſed ſear, 
Where raignes th'Arabian Turkiſh Mahomer. 


Owarlikenation, where is nowthat name, 
Which th'Engliſh ſword did graue on Acons wall, 
Why do your valoursfleepe,vp,vp for ſhame, 


' Letnot your countriesancient glorie fall, 


Cofree poore Chriſtians from proud Pagans thrall, - 
Redeeme his ſepulchre,who did redeeme | 
The world from death,with blood of ſuch eſteeme, 


Tranſport thou now thy Muſe to Bohorus brim, 
Ouer whoſe waues from /#»s iealous dame, 
ToAfian meades of yore-did lo ſwim, 
From whom transform'd the fireame then tooke his name, 
And fince that time hath Gill retain'd rhe ſame, 
Ouer whoſe waves as we did wafc our hoſt, 


Much Chriſtianblosd we *gainſt the Bulgarloſt, 
Vv 
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642 FRobert ſurnamed Curtk 
Hence did we march to,Hellefontweflood, . : ::, 
Where Helle, with yong Phrexas, put to flight ' . 
By tepdamsrage, of which in fearethey food, 
Flying, alas, and falling with affright, 
Into the waue ſunke downe in Phrixw fight : 
Yet ſtill to live, inleauing her deare breath, 
Shelefther name to Pox;xs at her death, 


The coaſt we tooke, where once Abydes Rood, 
Whence nak'd Leander wafted by the light 
Of Heros loue, ſo often ſwom the flood, 
Till Helle rauiſht with ſo ſweet a fight, 
Enuying Heres hap, inher deſpighs'  '* - 
Into the deepe her deare Leander drew; 
Where to hisloue he ſigh'd hislaftadew.. 


| There on the plaines, where Troyesfadruinesfiand, 
Whence 4 | PEFYANEA tenrun-.. 
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We with our conquering hot Pepirted round, 
Her gates we wonne, herturterstops we ſcall'd, 


Her towring walles. F 


And all her pride didinthefire confound ;  - | © 


Amongſt whoſe ſpoiles great Sahwaxs fairemake, 


With her deare children we did captiuetake, 


Then did ſtout Heracltaſtoope her pride 
And ſeeing the Niceans yceld, did yecld with them, 
From thence to Tarſus we ourhoſtdid'guide,  , 
Faſt by the bankes of of Cyan, whoſe ſweet ireame. 
Did ſeeme rinuite ystothar ſtratageme, 
Wafting vs with low waters ſliding downe 
Frommountaine Taurus, ynto Tarkis toOWNE, 


: 


Duloof Normandie. 


Where when we came withipr'ite infus'd from heaven, '- 
Wethrough the walles did force our dreadfull way, 
| The mightie towne into our hands was giuen, 
| The captiue foesin pitifull diſmay, 
With teares bemoan'd the imminent decay 
Of their ſtrong walles, which Perſexs forenown'd 
Had long before ereted from the ground. 


Thence our-triumphant ſtandards we aduance . 
| ToSyria-ward with Godfrey forour guide, 
| Where onthe way with feruice of my lance 
| Inmany afight againſt the aduerſe fide, 
| Twith freſh ſtrength our fainting hoſt ſuppli'd,,. 
And forc'd the Pagan Pyrras from the field, 
Whofled, and 'made faire Antioch wals his ſhield. 


| Whom we purfu'd, and by the filuer ftreamies - 
Off wift Orontes, where theKing oflighe | 


"- 


"> 


| IT M1 night, 7 
Did loſe that filuer- Em ef! 
all Gghr, 


Which ſhe receiu'd from Phabas cheetefull 
And nine times did herbrotherslightagaine 
* Renue that loſſe, which ſhe didertt ſuſtaine, 

" VVhile Antioch walles our armie did encloſe, 
And ſtood indailyskirmiſh with the foes. 


' Intheninth month, ypon the topfull brow!) >!:: 
{ Ofthe towne-gate, theflag of truce did waue; : -:/- 

The Capraine Pyrrus haughtie heart did bow, - 

| 9 oopt her pride, and for toſaue- - : 

 Nerſelfe from ſpoile, her gates wide open gaue, 1 
 VVhoſewealth,axdiiezeward of our long toile + |/ '+ 
Toth'yniuerſallhoft, was given for fpoile, 
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Should affay totell each conqueſt wonne, - 
Which at that time the Chriſtian hoſt did crowne, 
Oc bring to light each high atchieuement done, 
Before we could attaine that ſacred rowne, 
Which Gods ſonnes ſepulchre doth fo renowne, 
Our Muſe, though willing all at large to ſhow, 
Yet were too weake, ſuch taske to vndergo. 


Sec how the Perſian fronts vs in thefield, 

Vnder the ſway of whoſe huge horſe-arm'd hoſt, 

The earth with bowing backe doth ſeemeto yeeld, 

Whoſe troopes in number infinite doth boaſt 

Our ſwift decay, ere we do crofle their coaſt, 
Hemming vs round, in hope tenrich their hands, 
With noble conquelt on our conquering bands, 


With ſhouts, and war-like inſtruments loud found, 
Hid all in clouds of ſmoake they toward vs came, 
In fearefull fight ypon the groaning ground 

Both hoſts incounter'd, glorie did enflame 

Both bent to fight, both greedie after fame, 


Standerd*gainſt anderd flood,and band'gainſtband, 


Troope clos'd with troope, men fingl'd hand to hand, 


Corboxa hight, a Perſian farrerenown'd, 
Chargeth our hoſt with all his troopes ofhorſe, 
Stiffe ſtands each regiment, no ranke giues ground, 
Power beats backe power, and force repelleth force, 
The foes repell'd doth often ſhift their courſe, 
Oft charging andrecharging euery ward, 
Where they do find the rankes moſt vnprepar'd, 


Then thicke as haile from aires darkeregiment, 

When in blacke cloudsa tempeſt raues in skie, 

Steele- headed ſhafts from th'Engliſh bowes are ſent, 

Threatning the armed men asthey do flie, 

With ſinging ſlaughter, thickeprepard on high, - 
Who in their flight, though £ 

Yer ſome againe both men and horſe confounds, 


omefallſhortof wounds, 


Duke of Normanite. 


Thenranging through their hoſt with finewie ſhankes 


He wounds his friends, difturbing alltheir rankes; 
There one with ſhaft infixed in hisbreſt, 


As the ſtalke Roopes his top orecharg'd with ſeed, - - 


Hangs downe his head; another here oppreſt 

With feare of death, forſakes his wounded feed, 

Exch place throughout the field our eyes did feed 
With ruine of the foes diſpred o_— | 


Gaſping for breath with many a bleeding wound, 


Create Tove the God of conqueſt, who from harm 
Did garde our hoſt in euerieſuch affay, - 
Didthrough the'icloudes Rrech outhis mightie arme, 
Andon the foes did powre downe ſwift decay, 
llughtering their men on heapes, fewfled aways 
Twice fiftie thouſand dead infield did fall, 
With tour Corbora their cheife General; | 


Here could I tell the fack, whichdiddecline 
Thepride of Salem, whoſe high walles withſtood 
tirkeccs aſſaults twice fifteene dayes and nine, 
tow euerie ſtreetpolluted with the blood 
(fPagans ſlaine, did feertea crimſon flood ; 


How EgyptsSoldan did before vsfall,o 27 7G 


Whom to theſe warrs, this towne diftreſt did call. 


Buback to Englandwe muſt turne oureye, 
From whence ſince firft toPaleRineT came, ' © 
hue times bright Piſces i thea2ure 5kie 1 
Hidin their ycrelie comrſeoutrethe Rum, 
Whoſe iuſtreturne againe begins the ſame, 
Where in ourabſencelet vy viewin State, ; 
What changes haue ben yrought by time and fate, 
R ooo on 
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646 Robert ſurnamed (irthofs 
Our brother Rufus -with ynrighteous hand, 
Swaying the ſcepter inthe Engliſhthrone, 
Did ſo oppreſſethe people of hisland, 
That, when he left'to liue, he then leftnone, | 
That would a> friends his ſuddaine death bemone : 

He in that forteſt did deaths cup carowſe, 

Which fatall was yato the conquerors houſe. 


A goodlie place, that forreſt once hadben, 
Where manie a towne and manic a temple ſtood, 
Made facred with the prayers of holie men, 
All which without reſpet to comman good, 
My father did conuertinto a wood, | | 
Intitling it New Forreſt, and for-game, 
Did after keepe wild beaſts-within the ſame, 


Which ftir'd the ftormeſull wtath ofheauens great Ki. _ . 
Who ſeeing his temples equald with the ground, +: | 

And where his Prietis'ſiveet Pzans once did-fing, ' | 
And oft with thankfull prayers hisaltats crownd, 


Hearing the cric of th/hunter and hishouad, 
Did in that place puniſhitfimpictic 
Vpon my fire, in his poſieritie,: : |. - 


His ſecond ſonne, my-brothiebRicherd hight, 

A hopefull youth, whom natiizes hand bad tor'd 

With ſweetes of youth, as he, for his delight, 

Did range this wood, was through the bodie yr 

By ſauage beaſts, whoſe death my fire deplor' | 
With bitter teares ; yet could not quench the fire 
Of [owes fierce wrath, ſo moued was his ire. 


Refs, his third borne ſonne, inthat ſame wood, 

When he had ſtrook an Hartthar fled his fight, 

Wasby another croſt, where as heftobd, -.-':** | 

At whom one Tirrill call'd, a Noxman Kaight, 

A ſhaftletflie, which inthe lucklefle flight 
—_ Deere, and-glancjgg on Fegroms, 

Vpoathe bref the Sn pad did wound. 
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And wonne the Engliſh peeres vaio his willz-- 5 {1+ 27 


Fortune once more vpon myſtate did frowne, 


And from ambitious throne did keepe mee downe, /- :/1innt tin / 
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Beaxclerk, did aſpire thecrowne, i) © 1 5 lit, 
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Mocking my hopes, denying meecommandj; !- 13 05 


VVhen ſhe hadputaſcepterinmy hand, -:'/> 5:0 
After the conqueſt of Ierufalem, e 


SN * 


The Princes did amongſt themſelues accord,': i: * >:/1 £077 1H 


Tocrowne my temples withthe diademe, | ii: \ #990} 
Thatmy abode mightindiftrefſe afford. 1/1 ile 4 57 
Comfort r'all Chriſtians gainſtthe heatbets (word ;* . - 
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But tidings of my brother Rufus fall, - 3: LP 
From Paleſtine toEngland me did call, - .2i:c vir 25, 


That ſword renownd with fallofPagmifoes:) -7 51116: 


Inow didbrandiſh gainſt mybrothersbrefty//'| {5112 
That ſheeld, which did the Perſian oft oppoſe | |: 1 
Inskirmiſh in the field, wasnowaddreſt-:: {1 > 5 2541 1 
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Againſt my friends, toworke mine owne vnreſt #/- 1 2211-21155 4 
And all mine enſfignes fam'din forrainefighe; 205110 | 


At Wincheſter did wauvein Hexrves fight, 5:0 5d 1 251 
Where,cloſe to ſwords in fight we would haue flood: - \;/ 


{ 


Had not our friends foreſeene thefuture-harmes ! :-\>] >: - 
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Ofour debate, who tendring ei oody' 1 99 e23Þ} of! 


Tocalme the tempeſt of wartesthreartuli flormes, (12. 211; 


Firſtcaus'a vs lay:afide ourangrie armes; > '-) > 11 (3117 
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Then counſelVH Herrie to ſuch couenantsyeeld, my \ 3 


As Refxs did, when hethe State did weeld, 2 -:: 


As he, while he didliue, fox Englandsordwaey: 1150 243! - 


Inioyned was by general Statesdeereetin it ano 

Three thouſand markes. each yearetapaymedowne, 

So Henvie, younger borne by binds, che he"; | 

Tolike conditions thenceforth ſhobld agree, * -. 
To which: we both conſenting did departy; 1/1 
One from the qthitt{cening pleaſde inharts., > 
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But hooded with the ſhewof: Ry: - 
Beguiling my ſimpliciticofmind,. 
He in the end a deadly foe did proue, 
In my franke breſt by nature:tos too kind, 
Acnnning way tocatchmehedid find : 

Into the beſt mindspliable to:gaod, 

Deceit ſoone enters maskt-in truths FRAY hood. | 


His Queene, a woman ſweetly tongu'd. and faire, 163 

By whom the King athisdebre did a; aimeg © 

With ſpecch fo affabledidſoinſnare/!i ct 27 

My princely pliant thoughts, that irithe ſame, 

She could imprefle, what forme ſhe pleas'd ro'frame ; 
So free was I, that what her heart could craue, -: 
As was my wont, with-prodigue hand I gaue. :' 


The tribute due for EnglandsEmperic, | SET 
At her requeſt I freely gaue away, 2 ibrited ail ont 
Whereby my title and my dignitie '. | Era! 
Iloſt, in that I could not then gain-ſay {2 
A Queenes requeſt;proud Henriehad his prey: ce 56cti 5 2 
A womans power torproue my power burvaine, : i; nA 
What I had done, di did fone vndoecagaine.: : ni 1h 


Wanting inafter tumesneceſſitie, | ''h 

Thoſe golden finewesofmy Dukedomes: _ | Ay 

To ſtrengthen my mybchayeakned ro ,235*' 44010 

I'gaue the King words of deſpitefull 193 265 5:1el62 0) 

And for reuenge tooke armes; bur Geoand fare/:| 1b hut 
VVith cloudsof ſhame did now w—e the ſhine 7 
Ofall my conqueſts, won inPaleftine; 


Ore the ſeas narrowbreftifram Englands coaſt 4k w vi 4 

To Normandie my furiousbrother came; : O20 | 

Gainſt whom, my cauſebring. inicharryfinall hoſt, [ | 

Before the fort O Teperchbiny: Tnamey: L107, 

Though fewer farre, imbattelsbloodie frame O04 
VV- did aduance; wherethough +4 0 rae t ; 
Fo ſoutly tao 1 pam 10) 
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Duke of Normandie. 649 
Vpon that day, whenfortie yeares before, 
My fire to conquer England gaue th'aflay, 
In which he firſt ſet foor on Englands ſhore, 
The King and I'did meet in barttell ray, 
In which, alas, we Normans loſt the day : 

For on that day the Normans England won, 


Was Normandieby Engliſhmen orerun. 


Where,though falſe Fortune turn'd her treacherous face, 
And then began to worke our future woe, 
Though dreadfull Pallas d1d denie vs grace, 
And gainſt our fide her felfe in field did ſhow, 
Yet did we ſcorne, as ſcar'd, to flic the foe, 
Aortaigre andI 'gainſtthem alone did fight, 
Till multitudes did ouermatch our might, 


Let Pallas ceaſe to fing ofarmes oppos'd, 

Sorow muſt be the ſubieR of her ſong, 

In ſtead of greaues with golden buttonsclos'd, 

In which ſhe marcht amidſt our marriall throng, 

Now in {ad ftraine, while we relate our wrong, 
She in the ſock the tragicke dance-muſt lead, 
Whoſe dolefull meaſures, we captiu'd do tread, 


Thy Muſe, that in warres bloodie hew was ſent 
ToPaleſtine, muſt now in blacke be found, . 
Each word with heauie fall ſhemwft accent, 
| Exch ſymphonie muſt yeeldadolcfull found, 

Each meaſure with a captiue band be bound, 

And euery couples fad cataſtrophe, 
Double the woes of our capriuitie, 


Now NormandiesgreatDuke in Hexries hand | 
Vpon the rouling billowes running high, 
I caried captiue from his natiue land, - 
To which ofcturning backe hisheauieeie, 
. Itſeemes a farre to follow him and crie, 
Adew, deare Lord; adew, who neuermore | 
_ With one ſteps touch ſhall grate my fwidie ſhore. 
22 


650 Robert ſurnamed (urthoſe 
VVith griefe arriu'd on Cardiffesrockie coaſt, 
VVhere Seuerne firſt meets Nerews wauic brood, 
Through whoſe blacke waues faire Sabrines guiltleſſe ghoſt, 
T Elizium bankes did paſſe the fatall fluod, 
In whoſe defence King Locrineloſt his blood, 

The tyrant King,in dread what might befall, 

Did confine me within the caſtle wall. © 


Asbird incagedebarrd the vic of wings, ' 
Her captiu'dlife as natures chiefeſt wrong, 
In dolefull dittie ſadly fits and fings, 
And mournes her thralled libertie ſo long, 
Till breath be ſpent in many a ſithfull ſong: 
So heere captiu'd I many daies did ſpend 
In ſorowes plaint, till death my daics did end. 


V'Vhereas apriſoner, though I did remaine; 

Yet did my brother grantthis libertie, 

To quell r & common ſpeech, which did complaine 
On my diftreſſe, and on his tyrannie, 


That in hisparkes and forreſts ioyning by, 
VVhenlI did pleaſe I toand fromight gae, 
VVhich in the end was cauſe of all my woe, 


For on atime, when as Azrora bright . 
Began todcalc heau'ns teepie battlement, 
And tothe world diſcloſe hercheerefull light, : - 
As was my wont, I withmykeeperwent/  - 
Topur away my ſorowes diſcontent-z'i :. 
Thereby to caſe me of my captiue care, 
And ſolace my fad thoughts in th'open aire. + . 


Wandring through forreſt wide, atlength we gaine:: 

A Reepe cloud-kifſing rocke, whoſe horned crowne 

With proud imperiall Jooke beholdsthe maine, 

Where Seuerns dangerous wauesrunroling downe 

From th'Holmes into the ſeas, by Cardiffe towne, 
Whoſe quicke denouring ſands ſo dangerous been . 
To thoſe, that wander Amphyerites greene, 


Duke of N ormanaie. 


Asthere we ſtood, the countrie round we ey'd 
To view the workmanſhip of natures hand, 

There tood a mountaine, from whoſe weeping ſide 
Abrooke breakes forth into the low-lying land, 
Here lies a plaine, and there a wood doth ſtand, 


Here paſtures,meades, corne-fields, avale do croyne, 


Acaſtle here ſhootes vp, and there atowne, 


Here one with angle oreafiluer ttreame 

With banefull baite the nibling fiſh doth feed, 

There inaplow'd-land with his | nar reaime, 

The plowman ſweates, in hope for labors meed 

Togettheearth with childe of Ceres feed, x 
Heere fits a goatheard ona craggiec rock, 


Aud therein ſhade a ſhepheard with his flock, 


The fwcet delight of ſuch a rare proſpe&t 

Might yeeld content vntoa carefull eye ; 

Yet downe the rock deſcending in negleR- 

Of ſuch delight, the ſunne.now mounting high. 

] ought the ſhade in vale, which low didlie, 
Where we repoſde vs on a greene wood fide, 
Afront the whicha filuer (ireame did glide, 


There dwelt ſweet Philomel, who neuer more 
May bide th'abode of mans ſocietie, 

Leſt that ſome ſterner Terexs then before, 

- Whocropt the flower ofher virginitie,. 

_ Gainfther ſhould plor ſome ſecond villanie;- 


Whoſe dolefull tunes to minde did cauſe me call © 


The woekſull Rorie ofher former fall. 


TheRedbreaft, who inbuſhfaſt by did land. 
Aspartner of her woes, hispart did plic, 

For that the gifts, with which Autumn hand 
Had grac'dthe earth,by winters wratlr ſhould die, - 


From whoſe cold cheekes bleake bla(ts began ro flie, ' 


Which made me think vpon my ſummer patt: - 
And winters woes, which all my life ſhould laſt, 
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My keeper with compaſſionmou'droſee, 
How griefes impulſions in my breſt did beate, . 
Thus ſilence broke, would God (my Lord)quoth he, 
This pleaſant land, which natures hand hath ſec 
Before your eyes, might cauſe you to forget 

Your diſcontent, * obieQ of the eye 

Ofc times giues caſe to woes, which inward lie, 


Behold vpon that mountaines top ſo ſteepe, 

Which ſeemes to pierce the cloudes and kifſe theskie, 

How the gray ſhepheard driues hisflock of ſheepe 

Downe to the vale, and how on rockes faſt by 

The goates frisk to and fro for jollitie; 
Giueearelikewiſe ynto theſe birds ſweet ſongs, 
Andlet them cauſe you to forget your wrongs, 


To this Imadereplie:Fond man, faidT, 

What vnder heau'n can ſlack th'increafing woe, 

Which in my grieued hart doth hidden lie ? 

Of choice delight what obiet canſt thou ſhow, 

But from the F he of it freſh griefe doth grow ? 
What thou dn whilomepoint at to behold, 
The ſame the ſumme of ſorrow doth infold, 


That gray coat ſhepheard, whom from farre we ſee, 
Iliken vnto thee, and thoſe his ſheepe 
Vnto my wreatched ſelf compar'd may bee : 
And though that carefull paſtor will notfleepe, 
When he from rauenous wolues his flock ſhould keepe ; | 
Yet here alas, in thrall thou keepeſtmee, | 
Vntill that woolfe my brother hungrie bee. 


Thoſe ſhaghair'd goates vponthe craggiehill, 

Which thou didfit ſhew, ſee how they friske and play, 

Andeuerie veherc doe run about art will ; T; 
Yea when the lion markes them for hisprey, 

They ouer hilsand rockes can flic away : 
But when that lion fell ſhall follow me 
To ſhed my blood, O whither ſhall Iflee? 


' Duke of Normanihe. 


Thoſe fweet-voic'd birds, whoſe aires thou doſt commend, 


To which the echoing woods returnes replie, 
Though thee they pleaſe, yerme they do offend : 
For oh I fee, how they do mount on hie, 
Wauing their onr-ſtrecht wings at libertic; 
Then do I thinke; how bird-like ina cage 
My life Ileade, and griefe can neuer ſwage, 


Heere ſighes broke off my ſpeech, and thatin mind 


Ivndiſturb'd _ in thatplace bemone, 


The lot adiudg 


to me by fates vnkind, 


Idid command my keeper to be gone, 

And there toleaue me to my ſelfe alone, 
Who doubting nothing what I would aflay, 
Leftme, as was his wont, and went his way. 


Hebeing gone, I wandring to and fro, 
Began Cimayine how I'might preuent 
My wretched thrall, doom'd endleſſeby my foe, 
Tattempt all danger I ſtood fully bent, 
Finding the meanes toperfe&t my intent, 
Which at the laſt I found, alas, the while, 
Since fawning Fortune did my hopes beguile. 


Alone long wandring through the deſert wood 
Farre from the caſtle, I did chance teſpie, 
Whereas a luſtie gelding grafing ſtood, | 
Whom ſtraight Ibackt, and didfor freedomeflie 


Through v 


ak 


owne waies, thatnone might me deſcrie : 


But what is hid from heau'n, or whocan ſhun 


Gods firme edi, by which all things are done ? 


| Infwiſt careire, asI did heedleſſe paſſe, 
And _ a meadow 


Inmidfſt o 


Which a muddi 


ecne did make my way, 


e quauemire Was, : 


Into the ſame my horſe did fall, and lay 
Vpto the bellie, which my flight did ftay, 


Where ftriuing, as I was fromthence t have paſt, 
They that purlu'd me, found me'ſticking fab. 
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To Cardiffe thence they bore me backe againe, 
As one whom frowning Fortune did deſpiſe, 


And to the King of me they did os 9 
VVhowith himſelfe did tyrant-like deviſe, 


That I for this offence ſhould loſe mine cies : 
VVhich when he tooke, what did he leaue behind, 
But woe in captiue bands to leade the blind ? 


My bodie thus the darkeſome caue was made, 
In which my ſoule abode, asithadbeen 
Confin'd to dwell in houſe of endleſſe ſhade, 
The windowes ſhut, nolight couldenter in, 
The light put out no comfort could be ſeene; 
And Ic chusblind, I ſeeke to flie my foes, 
Both ſoule and bodie Cardiffe doth incloſe. 


Bidding farewell ynto the world for euer, 
There in my chamber, as a forlorne gueſt, 
My wretched (elfe I wilfully did ſeuer 
From all reſort, where with long night oppreſt 
(For day did ſhun the =o of mine ynreſt) 
To yeeld griefe paſlage, after ſad fighes giuen, 
Thus oft I call'd with Rands'vp-Lif to heau'n, 


Thou powerfull God, whoſe champion Ihaue been 
Fiue cold bleake winters, both by day and night 
In field againſtthe curſed Saracen, 
Although 1 ſeeme forgotten in thy fight, 
Yet now behold meheere a wofull wight: 

And ſeeing I liue in ſuch calamitie 

Senddeath tocnd my dolefull miſcrie. 


Can Idiſtinguiſh day from darkeſome night? 

Or doI know the ſeaſons of the yeare? | 

Know I when ſpring deckes carth with ſweet delight, 

When ſummers ſun glads earth with his bright eleate, 

Or when in woods Autunmas fruits appeare? nd 
O no, ofnoughtbut winter canI tell, 


Whom by his boyſtrous blaſts, I knowri ght well; : 


Duke Of IN ormanate. 


Yhere is become that azure concauite, 
That doth ſo many wonders rare infold? |. 
VVhereall the hoſt of ſtarres ſo infinite ? 
Where daies great manarch drawne in carre of gold? 
Where nights bright queene,ſo beautiousto behold? 
O ſtill, they do remaine in heau'ns faireframe,. 


Although Incuer more ſhall ſee the fame. 


VVhere now the valley greene, and mountaine bare, 
Theriuer, forreſt, wood,and<cryſtall fprings, 


The Hauke, the Hound, the Hinde, the wift-foot Hare, 


The Lutes ſweet ſiraine,the voice, that ſweetly ſings, 
AndPrincely ſports in courts of mightie Kings ? 
| VVherenow are theſe ? 0 let not memorie 

VVith thought of theſe augment my miſerie. 


| Heere do I fit in ſhades of darkeneſſe grim, 
YVhile others walke in light atlibertie, 

> WE hecre] in waues of wofull tearesdo ſwim, 

+" WF Condoling my vahappie miferie, 

While others laugh, and ſing foriollitie: 

| Send then, O God, ſend death for my relicfe, 
” Too heauic is the burthen of my griefe, 


us many times with bitter plaint and mone, 
Tovtter woes in wordsI did aflay, | 
 Witnefſe ye waſtefull walles, whoſe flintic ſtone. 
Hate cuen dropt teares, to heare me night and day, 
With pitious voice lamentmine owne (decay, 

Oft wiſhing death, which ſorow inthe end, -. 
| And Heyries vnkind ſcoffe did timeleſle ſend, 


{ Forashe ſhould ypon a ſolemne day 
| Make triall of a ſcarlet yeſtiment, | 
The cape being ftraite, the which he did afſay.' 
Toput ypon his head, by chancedidrent, 
Vhich with this ſcornefull ſcoffe to me, he ſent, 
Vnto our brother beare the ſame, ſaid he, 


Weknow he hatha ſharper head chen we. - 
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The | p—_ being brought, therentI found, 


At which my troubled thoughts ſo omen were, 
That many doubts did in the ſame abound, 
Which made me aske of him, that did itbeare, 
Ifany one before the ſame did weare; 
Who told me of the Kings diſdainfull ſcorne, 
And how by chance the ſame by him was torne. 


AfiQion bleeding freſh at this wide wound, 
My heart griefes burthen could no longer beare, 
But downel caſtmy ſelfe ypon the ground, 
Where I with wretched hands, the hoaric heare 
From off my aged head, alas, did teare, 
And when my tongue was free, againſt my foe 
I forc'd it vtter forth theſe words of woe. 


Woe, woe is me, that I was euer borne 
Ofhalfe ſo many yearestoliue the ſpace, 
Andin the end toliue my brothers Gremn, 
Yea trebble woe to me, ſince ſuch diſgrace, 
Doth in deſpight my former deeds deface ; 
Then periſh all my deeds, be neuer ſeene, 
Die fame with ſhame, as it had neuerbeene. 


Could not diſdainfull Hexrie be content, 
Into his hands my Kingdome to ſurpriſe, 
Could not my thraldome cauſe him to relent, 
Nor th'vnſuſtained loſſe of both mine eyes: 
His rage 'gainſt me his brother yer ſuffice? ' 
Buc muſt he thus my Princely tate abuſe, 
Andas analmeſman his owne brother vie? 


Why haue yce then, ah why have yee thus long, 

Ye vnremorſefull fates produc'd that thread 

Of loathed life, by life ro lengthen wrong ? 

Why clip ye not my clew? whyam 1 fed 

With breath of life, andyetin life am dead? 
Curſt be ſuch fate, and curſt char fatall hower, 
When fuſtbegor, Icame within your power, 


Hardned 


-”— 3 11 7 TW ”E, 5 
">, Dake of: Neormandie.© 


Hardee with gricſ,inpightoſdenh o die - 
Thenceforth as loathing life FRopt mine cths, Ko 


When bungrie food for appetite did crie :- 

Ard while with hunger natureſlowly weares; 

My food was ſighes,my drivkegriefes mournfull teares, 
Famine at length did blow the banefull breath, 
Whoſe bitter blaRt did ftrike my ſoule with death, 


/ Eien as the naked woods, whoſe greene isloſt, 
Clad all in hoare, their ruch do {eme ro ſhow, 
Io reares turn'd t'yſicles by wintrie froſt ; 
Solmy head made white with age and woe, 
While from th'cyes organs teares downe drizeling flow, 
When as I did percciue approching death, 
Thus tooke my laſt farewell with fainting breath, 


Adiew the daies, that did my doleprolong, 

Adiew the nights, that vexed me 1o ſoee, 

| Adiew falſe Fortune, cauſe ofall my wrong, 

| Who laughes to ſcorne the fame 1 won of yore, 

| Adiew & wrongfull world for euermore, | 
Yethat confpird my ſorowesto renew | / * 

Both dais, nights, fortune, worldandalladew.. 


; ; £8. $6: P17 ”* Dri is eos - 

| Theſe hands to thee (6 God)thatfbr a giſt, 
| Thine owne deare Sonne for fin to death did yeeld, 
Theſe hands, Ifay, to thee I now do lift, 
Which once did beare thy badge in brazen ſhield, 
Apainſt the Pagan focs in many a field, 

Beſcechin thee, from whom all mercies flowes, 

To grant ſuch grace, as death may end my woes, 


Twice fortie yeares and more, my daies haueben, 
Andtwice fiſteene the Ram his race bath runne, 
vince firſt, 6 Cardiffe, asin darkeſome den, | 
Within thy walles mew'd vp from ſight of Sunne, 
Forlorne, to-mourne my formumes I begunne : 

Then pitierake, 6God, onthaged blind, 
| Deathnawbegins my capriue pug ryabiad. 
© 
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Leade on, leade on, ynto that heaw'nly place, 
Where in eternall blifle my ſouſe muſt dwell, 
Flie faith before, ſue penitence for grace, 
Backe, backe, my griefe,and ynto Herrietell, 
Beauchampe is dead, Cardiffe adew, farewell ; 
This faid, Idowne did finke into my bed, 
In which my ſoule did leaue the bodie dead. 


Thus haſt thou heard the Normans blind Duke tell 
His fame in forren parts, the wretched wracke 
Ofhis renowne, and cauſe for which he fell. 
The Iudge of heau'nto puniſh is nor ſlacke, 
Where men docalt heau'ns gifts behind their backe': 
Of which let my ſad life in Cardiffe lead, 
A laſting Mirrour be, though I be dead. 
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THE MEMORA- 
BLE LIFE AND DEATH OP 


King R1cnanv the firſt, ſurnamed 
Canr de Lion, 


His Prince, quoch eMemorie, did like too long, 
At hu fterne brothers hands to beare ſuch wrong, 
Which yet renenged vas by Gods owne hand, 
ths bimſelfe, Zi children, and bis land. 
wo ſonwnes he had, of dawghters alſo tmaine, 
Ofwhich three dro\knid, nas. 994 in the maine, 
The fourth a daughter was, which Maud by name, 
Ofmhom Plantagenets rwo Houſes came : 
Upon this Maud begate that worthiewight, 
Dake Henrie, ſecond King that bore that name, 
Though ſecond to no King in deeds of Fame, 
Pho jong, jet fore dib ſurper Stephen mm fight 
Toleaxe to him the crowne, h1, þ us right. 
He in chaft bed begot three ſannes and one, 
Hight Henrie, Richard, Gefferic, a»dTohn: 
CMongit whons that Richard When borh Henties dide, 
Os Englands throne did fit as prmp_ 
Since Williams conque#t, only he of Kings 
Hi hoſt in perſon gainit the Pagan brings, 
Heſaches Meſſina, beats the Cypriotes bold, 
Cotines their barbarons King in gywes of goid, 
Tehes Acons towers, ts of the French enuide, 
tindleft forlorne, yet after quels the ; 
x 2 
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Of Saladine'## field, aft efwhaſe flight *' 7 © ood 
Bemates all Syria fabietto ble might 51 I |, 
Toes John rebels, the valiant Kyng #s fold | 


To captive bands,and bonght againe for gold; | 

eAt his returne be evonnes hanfelfe agait, © 

And i bytraytors hand v»timely flame: - 

The truth of which that we exattly heave, 

Fame ſound thy erumpe, and cauſe his £ho#t t appeare. 

f _Anathet Argument. - . 
Fames ſiluer trumpes farre-flying ſoups, doth make 
- King Richard Ceeur de Lions Gho#t r awake, 


RD That gainſt their parents haue rebelltousben, 
& VT Nature diſpleas'd at ſuch vnkindly hate 
== Againſt itſelfe, it ſelfe doth aggrauate, '* 
Cauſing the ſtarres at fugh abortive birth, | 
With bad aſpe&ts to frowne vpon the earth.”  - 


Seldome ſuch curſed inſets in our kind 
Eſcape the ſcourge of hatefull deſtinie, > - 
Vnhappie chance in iudgementis afſign'd 
Till deatR, to follow ſuch impietie, . 
Which tothe world my life mighcreſtifie,. 
If any in this age with painefallpen, | 
Had made the ſame a Mirrour yntamety, :: 
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Why ſhould the gloric of ſo greata King 

Be 7 Arwanr by obliuions cloudie frowne? 

Why ſhould this age as loathing euery thing 

Ofth'clder world, my Trophiesall caſt downe, 

Andlet my deeds in waucs of filence drowne ? 
As if twixtbeſtand worſt no ods there were, 
When both alike are laid yponthebere. 


Long hauing ſlept, and now rouz'd vp by Fame 
That keepes the due reward of doing well, 
In hope xi pen will __ to raiſe my name 
Out of obliuions den where it did dwell, 
In courſe I come my ſtories truth totell, 
That by the praiſe, or diſpraiſe of my name, 
Others may make a Mirrour of the ſame. 


Ofnoble Herrie, ſecond of thatname, 

The ſecond ſonne I am of ſonnes twice two, 

Yet ſecond ynto none in worthie fame, 

If yeelded were tome my poi due, 

As may appeare by that which ſhall enſue : 
Firſt Richard call'd, firſt true borne Engliſh King, 
That wore the crowne fince Normans.conquering. 


Inlarge diſcourſe to lightI will notbring, 

The obloquie ofthat now loathed crime, 

In tubborne youth againſt my Lord and King, 

Bluſhing, I wiſh all ſuch records of time | 

In darknefle dead, and wrapped vp inflime: 
Yerſeeing that truth bids hide no part of blame, 
Iwill in briefe blaze out mine ownedefame, 


My fathers browes with prints of age repleate, 
Fortune that erſt did ſmile, beganto frowne, 


* Abusd by flatterie and his owne conceat, 


As bent with wilfull hands to haſten downe 
The Statefull di gnitie ofhis renowne : 
His eldeſt borne he made his fellow King, 
From whoſe ambition his ate did ſpring. 
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Yong Henri ſharing equall dignitie, | 
Retades ſct one foot within the throne, 
Puft vp with pride tomake a Monarchie 
Ofhisnew State, he would be King alone, 
A partner in the crowne he would have none : | 
Which pride ofmind with bad advice borne higher, 
Caus'd himrebell againſt his royall fre, 


To ftrengthen his ambition yetbut yong, 
The falſe French King in perſon did ſupport 
Hispart in field; and to be yet more ſtrong, 
The Scot andFlemming he did both exhort 
With them gainſt aged He#rie to conſort, 
To whom both I and Gefferie my brother 
Did giue conſent, excited by our mother. 


Not one of vs whom natures band did bind 

With due alleageance to our fire and King, 

Did vnto naturesſelfe notproue vnkind, 

Yet could not power preuaile, norenuics ſting 

Againſt our fire, whom heau'n did helpe to brin 
Our ſtubborne neckes againe beneath his yoke, 
Our knees did ſtoope to his yiAtorious ſtroke, 


Oft did we threaten ruine to his State, 
His Norman Dukedeme with warres waſtefull ſpoile 
We did deface, and ſought to ſet debate .. 
Twixt him and his; yet after all our toile, 
At his weake hands we did receiue the foile: 
So iuſt is heau'n to patron right gainſt wrong, 
And guard the weake with {irength againſt the ſtrong. 


To future time the King to leaue report 
Ofourrebellionandhislong vnreſt, 
Did cauſe to be depainted in his Court 
APc<llican, who breeds beneath his breſt | 
Foure yong with tender care in his warme neft, 

Of which three waxing ſtrong, vnkindly riſe 

And pecke hisbreſt, the fourth peckes ont his cies. 


By the three firſt, he did decipher forth, 
Geffrie, my ſelfe,and Hewrie his firſt ſonne ; 


The fourth was ſtubborne oh» his yongeſt birth, 


Oſwhom when he was likewiſe left alone, 

He beat his manly breft with age foredone, 
And ending pricfein death,to vs vnkind, 
My ſclfcand /oþr,he left his curſe behind, 


The finne that drew theſe plagues ypon his head, 

Was wantoy lult and looſe laſcivious life, 

Burnt with defire, he left his lawfuil bed, 

For which the icalous Queene his anyrie wife, 

Twixt him and vsſtirr'd vpdebarctull ſtrife: 
Miſchiefe purſues the ſteps that falſe doproue, 
In the firme couenant of {inlefle loue. 


Vnhappie we, his graceleſle ſonnes that were 
The rods of heau'ns reuenge for his miſdeed, 
Did the reward of our rebellion beare, 
In vs our fathers curſe,the plaguefull meed 
Of diſobedience after did tucceed, 
The rods, with which /oxe executes hisire, 
He oft in iudgement caſts into the fire, 


When Herrie crown'd a King in royall throne 
And madein ate coequall with our fire, 
Attempting off the ſoueraignetie alone 
Inſway of ſcepter, which he didaſpire, 
And yet —__ neuer compaſlc his deft : 
With indignation athis fortunes croſ?, 
Being fricken tothe heart his health he loſt, 


And ſeeing in ſicknefle with repentant eies, 

The vglic ſhape of finne, heart-freez'd with cold, 

Of deathspale terror, he for mercie cries, 

And begs _ this, that he may bur behold 

Our fathers face, ere he be wrapt in mould; 
Which latrequeſt our father him deni'd, 
Doubting deceitin death when -_—_ did. 
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My yonger brother Britaines Geſferie, 
A partner with vs in rebellious pride, 
To pay iuſt paines for his diſloyaltie 
Vato our father, bruzed on the fide p 
- With fall from offhis horſe, vntimely dide, | 


* Inyouth cut off, as moſt vnworthie life, 
That with his father liu'd in rebell Rrife. 


This vengeance for ſuch difobedient fin, R | 
Vnto my brethrenas in mercie ſent, 
Might to my future deeds haue caueatsbin | 
Bur I in heart too ſtubborne to relent, 
And proud Prince /ohndid once againe conſent, 

Tolift rebellious hands againſt our fire, 

In his laſt daies when age did reſt require, 


The French Kings power we did ſupport in field, 

And did in armes the aged King conftraine 

To ſuch diſhonor'd tearmes of truce to yeeld, 

That he in heart vnable to ſuſtaine 

The griefe ofſuch diſgrace, with ſorow ſlaine, 
In thoſe laſt words which dying he did breath, 
To vs bis curſe moſt iuftly did bequeath, 


After his death, to ſhew that griefe and ſhame 
Of my miſdeeds, did put his fouleto flight, ; 
His cold dead corps as I beheld the fame, b 
Streaming out blood did ſhew the greatdeſpight, 
That it conceiu'd at my deteſted fight, 

Which forc'd griefes dropsto dew my manly face, 

Toucht at the heart with ſhame of ſuch diſgrace. 


Thus having blaz'd out thoſe ynnaturall crimes, 
The wicked brood of my degenerate pride, 
I will no longer vilifie thyrtimes :- 
Thou now to tell what after did betide 
Vnto the houſe of Fame, thy Muſe mult guide, 
And mount her thoughtsto th/highelt pitch of gloric, 


In loftic ſtraine to fing my golden ſtorie, N 
. 0 
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No ſooner was the kingdomes ſcepterſeene 
In my right royall hand, but that in mind 
Transform'd I was from whatI once had beene, 
And turn'd my back to fore-paſt ſhame;heau'n ſhin'd 
Vpon my head, thoughts only now enclin'd 

To aNions of true praiſe did heau'n aſpire, 

Forren affaires gaue wingsto my deſire, 


For abſolution for my treſpaſſe done 

Againſt my fire, when I did vnderſtand 

How Saladme,the Pagan Prince, had wonne 

The facred Salemand the holyland, 

Which Chriſtian Princes did of late command ; 
The Chriſtian badge I bore ypon my breſt, 
And did dire& my torney towards the Eaſt, 


The ableſt men through my large Emperie, 

ThatI could chuſe for this ſo greataffare, 

From England, Guien, PoyRou and Normandie, 
From Britaine and from Anioudid prepare 
 Themſclues in beſt habilliments of warre, 

T'inſue their fathers ſteps, and gaine againe 
What they had wonne,and we could not retaine, 


—_ from Rome did tidings daily bring, 
Who ſtood in feare of th'Heathens bold aflay, - 
How mightie Sa/adine the Pagan King, 
Had proudly purpos d Paleſtines decay, 
To glut the gulfe of his ynſaciate pray, 
Wiſhing vs haſten tothe Chriſtian aid, 
Who ouer matcht with power,were much diſmai'd; 


The warre-god rouz'd withratling drummesalarme, 
Roſe yp and left his louely lemmansbed, 

Himſelfe he for the field did brauely arme, 

Tooke yp his mightie launce, and boldlyled 
Our batrels forth, with croſſe-fam'd eatfanes ſpred, 
On which as marching we infixt our cies, 

We haſtned on to meet. our enemies. | 
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Leauing my kingdomes ſtate beneath the ſway 
Of foure eſtates, in peace to keepe the ſame, 
I croſt the ſeas and tooke my readie way 
To Lyons that French towne; where when I came 
The King I met, then Philip call d by name, 
Who for this great affaire had yow'd to goe 
With his ſupport againſt the common foe, 


Our armiesbeing ioyn'd, we marched on, 
Where that ſtrong bridge that ouerlookes the waue 
OfRhodanus, beneath our feet did grone, 
Andbrake, where many, whomno helpe could faue, 
In that blacke ſtrugling ſtream did find their graue; 
At which diſmaid, to part we did agree, 
And afreghorh romeect in Scicilie, 


From hence ore aged Tythoxs purple bed, 

For Scicilie thy Muſe muſt take her flight 

To mount Pelorus, on whoſe loftic head, 

Let her inſiſt and view our nauall might 

Afloat vpon thoſe ſeas, ſo faire a fight, * 
King Philip on the ſhore with his French powers 
Didzhen admire from off Meſſanacs towers ; 


There do behold my men in thickeſt throng, 

Scaling Meſſanaes walles, and beating downe 

The citie gates in wreake of that foule wrong 

Done gainſt vsall by that iniurious towne, 

Who with firſt conqueſt did our ſword renowne: 
Vpon whoſe walles our banners we did pight, 
Which did the falſe French Philip much deipight, 


In ſpight of hate the cauſe we didprote&t 
Ofour Queene ſiſter, on of Scicilie, 
Whoſe husband dead,Prince Tancred late ele&t 
To ſ\way the ſcepter of that Emperie, 
Did with vnfit repulſe her due denie, 
Till now at length he by our power compell'd, 
Did yeeld her doyrie, which he long withheld, 
__ Keeping 
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m_— the feaft of hisnativitie, | 
Whole birth true peace t'all humane ſoules did bring, 
In Tancreds Court, there firſt the treacherie 
Offaithleſſe Philip,that ignoble King, 
Did ſhew it ſelfe; who did intend to bring 

- All my defignements for the Chriſtianaid, 

Toill effect by plots which he had laid, 


The ſtout Scicilian King he did excite 

Tinuade my campe, and that he might norfaile, 

He wiſht him take th'advantage of the night; 

And left my dreaded might his mind might quaile, 

He with his power would helpe him to affaile ; 
So much did he maligne my names renowne, 
Which all true noble hearts with praiſe did crowne, 


But] that did preferre a royall minde 
Before baſe thoughts of griping auarice, 
And Prince-like did with bounties hands ſtrike blinde 
The eyes of enuie in mine enemies, 
Did finde ſuch grace, that none could preiudice 
My name or tate, but euen amongſt my foes 
Ifound ſuch friends as would the ho diſcloſe, 


Tarxcred that did admire the royalties, 
Thatin my Kingly breft did make repoſe, 
Could not conceale the French-mans treacherie; 
But with a Kingly ſp'rit diſdaining thoſe, 
That traytors were,this treaſon did diſcloſe: 
Seldome baſe treacherie it ſelfe can ſear 
On the high pitch of Kingly bred conceat. 


Philip diſgrac'd, did launch intothe deepe, 

Being bound for Acon that befieged towne, 

Where leauing him, thy Muſe her courſe muſt keepe - 

Vnto that land, whoſe name did firftrenowne. 

The Queene ofloue, and her firſt altars crowne 
Whence ſhe may ſafely ſee how Nepruneraues, 
And wrackes my ſhips in the Pawphilian waves 
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When launcht ypon the ſeas my ſhips were ſcene, 

From the Scicilian ſhore with that ſweet Maid, 

Nauares faire Berengaria, my new Queene : 

Neptune as if he did intend t have pray'd 

On my late choſen loue, began tinuade | 
My blacke flectes wooden walles, which he did batter 
-With bounding billowes ofhis rough rouz'd water, 


Tempeſtuous winds, whoſe ſwelling cheekes did draw 
The louring clouds full burthened with blacke ſhowers, 
Flew on the waues, which breaking with the flaw, 
Foaming white froth, did riſe like loftie towers, 
In roring traine, trooping vp all their powers, 
Darknefle did hide the chearefull face ofheau'n, 
Our ſhips diſperſt, were each from other driuen, 


Tencreaſe our feare, and makethe nightmore grimme, 
Through heau'ns thicke clouds pale.lightuing ſtill didflie, 
Whoſe dazeling flaſh our mazed fight did.dimme, 
While the worlds ſoueraigne inthe thickned skie, 
Aboue our heads4did thunder horriblie, 
Frem whence his darts with ſulphurie flaſh he threw, 
Which brimſtone-like did fauour as it flew. 


The ſeas did ſwell, and proudly braue the heau'n, 

The windes did bellow and the billowesrore, 

Many tall ſhips with guſt of tempeſt driuen, 

To ſaue themſelues from ſpoile, all deſperate bore 

Vnto the hauens of the Cyprian ſhore, : 
Vpon whoſe ſtrand the barbarous Cypriotes ſtood 
Tencreaſe their woes that did eſcape the flood, 


Of thoſe whoſe barkes did periſh in the deepe, 

Some hauing gain'd the ſhore with life halfe drown'd, 
They tooke, whom as their captiues they did keepe, 
And ſome by ſwimming hauing footing found, 
Comming on ſhore ws. death they did confound : 


Which when I heard, the ſtorme once blowenaway, 
Such wrong with juſt cevenge I didrepay. 


The, 
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The depth of danger wedid vndergo 

To gaine the ſhore, ſuch ods there was in fight ; 
Yet at thelaſtour foes their backes did ſhow, 
Andleftthe ſhore to vs, bur after light 

Jakixs their Rout King reſumin gh rit, 


Troopt vp his people, ſummon'd far andneare, 


And threatned fight when day light ſhould appear, 


But to prevent his threats, before the day 

His treaſure, ſtandard, horſe ahdroyall armes 

In field we tookefrom whence he fled away 

Deſpoil'd and naked, fearing th'horrid harmes, 

Which through his tents didring with our alarmes; 
That nighr, whoſe next daies light did promiſe faire 


 Vato his hopes, did end them in deſpaire. 


Heere could I tell the conqueſt and rich ſpoile, 
Which for thoſe wrongs, ghat we did erft ſuſtaine, 
My ſouldiers made on Cyprus fruitfull ſoile; 
How falſe 1/akim yeelding didremaine 
With me in hold, and fled. away againe, 

Whom after taken for his treſpafle paſt, 

In guiues of gold I then did ſhakle faſt, 


Butdeeds of more importaretobe told, . 
Thy Muſe muſt launch with vs from Cyprus ſhare, 
Thar on the ſurging ſeasſhe may behold 
Prince Scbbabnecr lg barke, whoſe boſome bore 
Such furniture for warre, ſent to reſtore 

The weaknedfirength of Acorialmoſtloſt, 

Then round beſieged by the Chriſtian hoſt, 


Towhom like floting Delos on the waue 

We gaue the chaſe, till turning backe from flight, - 

Wichall her fights ſer vpſhe:did vs braue, 

Andfifteene hundred menallarmrd forfight, 

Vpon her deckes did ſhew themſcluesin fight, 
Whom in our gallics chronging/in thicke croud, 
My ſouldiers did affaile with-clamoursloud, .: : 
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Oft times with valour the repulſe they gave 

To vs, that ſought to boord their ſhip andſcale 

Her wooden walles, ſo high aboue > waue, 

Till from our bowes, ſhafts thicke as winters haile; 
Their ſtouteft hearts with deadly wounds did quaile, 
Who ſhrinking from the fightmy men didboord, - 

Andin theirfurie did not ſpare the ſword. 


Then did appeare the ruine ofthe foe, 
Gaſping for breath in yaine, ſweetlife they craue,” 
The blood of wounded men did ſtreaming flow. - 
Into the flood, and heere and there it gaue - 
A crimſon colour to the filuer waue : 
Whereby through th'Engliſh fleet eack little boat 
In Pagan blood triumphantly did float, ©  '! 


With that great monſter barke rwo hundred men 
Reſeru'd from death, in triumph we did ſcower 
The ſeas; to Acons fiege begirted then 
By all the Chriſtian hoſt, from whoſe watch-tower 
The foe-men viewing my approching power, 
And hearing of my deed ypon the deepe, 
Nolonger didintend the towne to keepe, 


Yet after my arriue they being fed 
With lingring hope, did change their firſt intent, 
Gainſt vs the towne did proudly beare her hed: 
For hearing ofa private conuoy ſent, 
With freſh ſupplie for their proviſion ſpent, 
Though faint for food, yetthey did after ſheeld 
Their walles with ſtout defence and would not yecld, 


To fruſtrate Acons hopes of ſuch ſupplies, 
And with ſome high aduenturetorenowne 
Our Engliſh name, finding by my eſpics 
The paſſage where the carriages came downe, 
From Babylon to that d ifireſſed towne z 
I with a band of choice ſeleQed men, 
_ Departed fromthe Chriſtian hoſt ynicene, 
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While they on ſpleene nerefatisfied did feed, 


King Rebard the fri 671 
From vnder couertofa thicke-ſetgroue, | 
Onthe Carauan firſt thie charge we gaue, 
Three thouſand burthened Camels in a droue 
Wefrom the conuoy tooke, who for to faue 
The reſt from ſpoile, ar firſt aloofe did waue, 
But when we towardsthem made, though more they were 
In number farre, they tooke the wings of feare, 


With many a thouſand mule, and many abeaft 
Ofother burthen, we return'd with ſpced- 
Vato the Chriſtian hoſt, where we did feaſt 
Vpon the prey ; the towne of this our deed 
Iform'd by fame, and forc'd by hungrie need, 
oo did open ofher owne accord, - 
Toſauc her ſonnes from warres reuengefull ſword, 


Here muſt thy willing Muſe defiſt to tell 

Our happie hopefull conqueſts in the Eaft, 

Cauils breake forth, enuierouz'd yp ſrom hell, 

Creepes into falſe King Philips cankred breft, . 

Who with old hate of my good hap poſſeſt; 
Doth by his plots the Auſtrian Duke excite, 
Toioyne with him to worke vs all deſpight, 


Asftill th'infeRion of this foule diſeaſe, 
Contagious yenome in theirbreſts did breed,. 
$0 my names greatneſle daily did encreaſe, 


Fortune till grac'd me with ſome glorious deed : 
Vertue enui'd ſhinesbrighter, like the Sun, 
Which breakes through clouds, with which it was orerun;. 


With enuious eyes; impatient to behold” 
The golden beames of my ſun-ſhine like fame, 
Philp with Auſtrian Duke hight Leopald, 
Without reſpe& vnto our Sauiours name, 
Thecauſe for whichto Paleſtine we came; 
Secming heart-ſicke, did thence depart away, 
Hoping to leaue me to the foes forpray. - 
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He gone, the hand of heau'nthatdoth diſpoſe - 
The courſe of things, did beare beforemybreſt 
Tie ſhield of ſafetie gainſt our Pagan foes; | 
With my ſinall troope their powers in field ſuppreſt, 
The bordring Chriſtian held his fightin reſt; | 

No crofle euent while I did thereabide; - 

In honor'd deeds of armes did me beride, 


If thou deſire thoſe famous atstoknow, - 

Mount Peyſexs horſe, to Joppa take thy way, .. 

Which at this time that fatallRone can ſhow, 

To which the Virgin faire Andromeda | 

In bands was bound,to be the monſters pray ; 
There on that rocke thy Muſe may fit and ſce 


Thoſe degds of fame, thatthen were done by mee. 


Aflur can ſpeake my praiſe, before whoſe wall 
Great Sa/ad:ze with all his Heathniſh hoſt, 

In battell did beneath mine enfignesfall, . 
Who in my paſſage ſeeking tobauecroft- . 
My way to Ioppa, on that ſalt ſea cof 


_ - Foughtfrom noone-tideyntill the ſetting Sun, . 


And then did flie, the field we. Chriſtians won, 


In fortie yeares beforc the Satacen 
Such lofle did nor ſuſtaine inPateſtine, 
Nor in onebatrell loſt ſo many men 
Thetowring ſtate of mightie Sa/adine 
In this fight ſhaken, daily did decline : 
That ancient kingdomeoftheSyrian land 
Did fall from him, and was at out command, 


From wel-wall'd Aſcalon, that ancient towne 
The Pagans fled with altheir golden good, 
Darus $i ſtoope her pride, Aſſur came downe 
Vpon her knees, Ioppa the port that ſtood 
Vpon the Syrian ſhore, polkrs the flood + 
With generall deluge did the world 'orcfpread, 
. Did beare the Chriſtian badge ypon her ay 
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To follow Fortune brauely marching on, 
Who with auſpicious looke did ſeeme to ſmile, 
We did direct our courſe to Babylon; ' 
But ſhe falſe Ladie did my hopes beguile, 
And forc'd me with mine armie torecoile : 
Fame ouer ſeas on her vnluckie win 
Sad tidings from the Welt to ys did bring, 


Backe backe to England witha _ heart, 
Leaving theſe bleſt affaires of th holy-one 
Of Iſrael, we muſt with griefe depart : 
Philip my foe excites ja ther /ohr: 
Inmy long abſence to aſpire the throne; 

My Englands rockie bounds ring with alarmes 


Of fatious traytors, /ohnis vp in armes. 


Warn'd by report, my courſe I did dire&t 


ForEnglands bounds,But heere thy Muſe muſt know 
My rs curſe began to take effec; 
Heau'n ſeem'd to frowne, the ſea became my foe, 
Andearth confpir'd to worke my greater woe; 
By ſeas darke waues and froward winds from heau'n, 
Vnto my foes at ſhorelI yp was giuen, 


By tempeſt driven,from danger to be free, 
Imade hard ſhipwracke on the Iftrian ſtrand, 
Depriu'd of all my traine, excepting three, 
Enforc'd I was to make my way by land 


| Through Auſtria,to Vienna,that doth ſtand 


Vpon Danubius bankes,that Dukedomes ſeat, 
The bulwarke now gainſt Turkiſh Mabumer. 


There being deſcri'd ynto mine ancient foe 
The Auſtrian Duke, I was giuen vp for pray ; 
Wholike himſelfe, himſelfe to me did ſhow, 
Bearing in mind the malice of that day, 
When Iat Acon for his proud aſſay, 
In taking for hislodging in the towne 
The Palace vp, Icaſt his enfignes downe. 
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Yet with this Duke not long was myabode : 
For when report of my captiuitie | 
Was newly ſet on wing, andflowen abroad, 
Henriethen Emperour of Germanie, 
Forgerfull of Emperiall royaltie, 
Ofthart falſe Duke that had me faſtin hold, 
Greedie of prey, did purchaſe me for gold. 


Vpon that man, whom Fortune doth begin 
To leaue forlorne, who will not ſeeme to frowne ? 
When he is ſunken vp vnto the chin 
In waues of fad diſtrefle, all thruſt him downe, 
And ſuffer him in wretchedneflſe to drowne : 

| They that didenuic my great State before, 

Did wiſh ſuch State might nere betide memore.. 


Ambitious [ohr, and Philip that falſe King, 

Taking the time to perfe their intent, 

To Herrie did a golden meſſage wing, 

In hope if he to Fe me free was bent, 

Such purpoſe with corruption topreuent : 
Which when withterror ſtricken I did heare, 
No hopeT had, no comfort did appeare. 


Tgnoble age branded with this foule crime, 

This blemiſh thou canſt neuer wipe away; 

When true record ſhall tell to future time, 

How moſt yniuſt the Chriſtian did repay 

His backereturne, that did through A aflay, 
GainſtPaganiſme taduance the Chriftian name, 
Euen children ſhall vpbraid thee with the fame. 


In tempeſt of this trouble long being toſt, 
Sore grieu'd in mind formy captiuitie, 
Atlength compounding with my greedie hoſt 
Th Emperour Hemrie, hight of Germanie, 
With ranſome to redeeme my libertie ; 
An hundred thouſand pounds I did agree 
To giueto him before Icouldbe free, 
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For my deare England ; now falſe Phil/jp Rormes. 
Now /ob» he and feare doth him y Gov rm 
Inpeacetolay downe hisrebelliousarmes, . 
And by our mother ſeeke to ſhun thoſe harmes 
Approching on ; whom Iinreuerence 
Other eſtate, gaue pardon for hisoffence. 


In England ſafe arriu'd, the people greet | 

My glad returne with bright bone<fires and bels, 

My royall London in each ſeuerall ſtreet, 

By her large gifts and golden glorie tels 

Within her walles wharfaithfull ſubieRs dwels; 

| AndIin hope that heau'n would blefſe my reigne 
With berter fortunes, crown'd my ſelfe againe. 


But on the ſwift wings of reuenge for France, 
Haften thy Muſe to Vernuile that ftrong trowne, 
There ſee French Philep flie beforemy lance, 
And at Vandoſine how his armes caſt downe, 
He flies, and leaues vs treaſure and renowne : 
Of which two flights, this age doth fince that time 
To his diſgrace record a ſhamefullrime, 


Diſgrac'd, he cals the Britons to his aide, 
Witch their yong erehur ſonne of Gefferzs _ 
' My brother dead, for which with wrathfull blade 
Tentred his rich DukedomeBritanie, 
And vengeance tookefor his diſloyaltie ; 
Whence,when my wreake was paſt, Idid aduance 


With enfignes ſpread intothe bounds of France; -|; 


Where heau'n did bleſſe me with ſuch fate in fight, 

That Philip in each field T did repell : | 

Ler Gamages and Vertionſpeake his flight, 

Andat another time let Gyſorstell, > +11 

How flying from Curſeiles, with his hotſchefell 
Into the waues of Geth, the bridge brake downe, 


| Whommongfthis merithifixeame didalmoſt drowng; .,; 
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Now is my journey ſcron foot aghine? | A, 
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Repulſt with ſhame, he caſting in hismind;/! +7 +/+ 

With rags of honor, how to patchtherent 

In his wide wounded name,this ſhift did find ; 

Out of the greatneſle of hismind he ſent 

This challenge boldzTt I durſt giue conſent, 
That five Br him in field ſhould hazard life, 
Againſt fiue men of mine to endour ſtrife. 


To this bold offer I did gladly yeeld, 
Yetinterpoſing.this condition, 
Thathe as chiefeſt champion in the field, 
Should mongſt the five vpon his part make one, 
Gainſt me on th'aduerſepart to fightalone ; 
From which,without reſpect vnto aname, 
Mong(tmen renown'd he did reuolt with ſhame. 


Yet was a truce concluded twixt ys both, 
To which with willing minde TI did encline, 
For thatI then had hound my ſelfe by oath 
Once more to ſhape my courſe for Paleſtine, 
Temploy my valour gainſt great Saladrne - 
But a I did decree,death ſoone prevents, 
Heau'n beares the chiefeſt ſtroke in our intents, 


Thy Muſe muſtnow put ona mourning weed, 

Death doth begin to ſhew his ghaſtly tace, 

With fad teares mourner-like let her proceed, 

To Chalus Cheuerell that fatall place, 

Where death with his cold armes did me embrace; . 
There let her ftand,and on that townes ftrong wall 
Behold the manner of my haplefle fall, 


My treaſure ſpent by my long warres with France, 
And gainſt the Pagan for the Eaftparts bound, 
I was inform'd that in my land by chance .* 
A Britifh Vicount,//id4omer, had found + 
A wealthietreaſure hidden ynder ground; 
For whom when Fhad ſent, he guiltie fled 
. To ChatusCheuerelito hide his hed:-/;. -; 1" ph 
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' Whom Ididfollow, haſtned on by fate, 
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And did beſiege the towne, where in mine ire 
For ſuch indignitie againſtmy State, 
I made my vowes thence neuer to retire, 
Vntill I ſhould obtaine my iuſt deſire : 
Three daies with fierce affaultI did affaile, 
Butall in yaine, my power could not preuaile, 


The towne ſo firongly ſituared was, 
And the ſtout foes imboldned by the ſame, 
That of our powers they did little paſſe: 
Whoſe ftubborne pride of ftrength that Imight tame, 
Ichoſea Captaine, Marchades by name, 
To walke with me, and view that fatall rowne, 
Where t'yndermine her walles and caſt them downe, 


Each ſtep I treade doth haſten on my end, 

And leads to death vnthought vpon, vnſeene; 

For as with eyes infixt I did attend 

The townes foundation, loe an arrow keene 

Sent from the towne-wall, wounded me betweene 
The necke and ſhoulder with his venom'd poynt, 
Iukt in the natiue cloſure of the ioynt, 


Deepe was the wound and full of deadly paine, 

Yet did it notmy mightie minde appall, 

Before the towne in fiege I did remaine, 

Vntill her people did for mercie call, 

Andproftrate at my feet did humblie fall : 
Whom when the raging ſouldiers in their.ire 
Would haue deuour'd, I ſpard from ſpoile and fire, 


But death doth haſten my vntimely end, 
The wound lookes blacke, the poiſon doth appeare 
Inhis cffects, and bids me to commend 
My ſoule to God; my friends who held me deare, 
All round about me ſtand with heauie cheare : 

And when I knewthatbreath began to vade, 

I call'd for him that had my ife betray'd. 
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678 King Richard thefirft. 
Vnto the man before me brought, whoſe name 
Bertramde Gord an was, theſe words I ſpake, 
What juſt offence, quoth I, did cauſe thee aime 
At my deare life? or wherefore didſt thoutake 
Me for thy marke, and inthyaime forfake 
Hight Marchades my friend thatby me ſtood, 
When thou didſt ſhoot thy ſhaft to ſhed my blood? 
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The man with courage turn'd this ſtout replie : 

Becauſe, faid he, thou in thy warres did{t kill 

My father and my brethren, therefore I 

Did vow in my reuenge thy blood to ſpill; 

Which ſince I haue attain'd and haue my will, 
WhatdolI care though all thy friends do weepe, 
Sccing that mine ſhall notynreuenged ſleepe? 
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I did admire that his ſterne words were ſuch, 
And yet forgaue his fa&t, and gaue command 
Thatnone amongſt my Fiend; with violent touch 
On him ſhould after lay offenfiue hand; 
And that he might not in their danger ſtand, 
I gaue him twentie crownes to beare him thence, 
From thoſe that ſeem'd to threaten his oftence. 


Thus with my chiefeſt foe my peace I made, 

And when Iſenfiblie felt natures waſte, 

To friends about me ſuch like words I faid: 

Quoth I, come neecre, and finceall hope is paſt 

Otlongerlife, whoſe line long cannot laſt, 
Attend my words, and witnefle after death, 
Whatinmy will I to the world bequeath. 


To lohnmy brother Irchgne my crowne 
eArthar 1s French and "bell to the State: 
Seeke not with wilfull hands to haſten downe 
What I have built by future times debate: 
Factions will grow, and I foreſee the fate, 
The wofull fate that En _ will betide 
When Iam gone, thatdidentich herpride. 


Ring Richard the firft. 


Not long thy King, deare England, can Tbe, 

Deaths cold begins into my heart to creepe, 

No more thy fame can be aduanc'd by me, 

To [oh the Prince I tender thee to keepe, 

When I with death haue laid me downe to ſleepe : 
Thus death when I ten yeares had bcen a King, 
T'vntimely end my life and reigne did bring, 


My deeds I did atchicue with much vnreſt, 

Death with blacke period did my dearc life cloſe, 
In prime of age approuing heau'ns beheſt, 

Which ſeldome doth allot long life to thoſe 
Thatto their parents prouc rebellious foes: 

Of which that I may teſtimony giue, 
Let Cur de Lion in remembrance liue, 
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Hts Prince to future time, quoth emorie, 

Remaines a Mirrour of true charitie, 
Who at his death that traytour did forgine, 
Whoſe bloodie hand did him of life depriue : 
But Marchades for vengeancedid ſurnine, 
T he traytenr taken he did fley aline, 
Now to the next, whom vp from granewe bring, 
Prince Tohn the brother of the late dead King : 
He takes the crowne as due to him of gift, 
e At whoſe good fortunes many hands do lift. 
Philip beyond the ſeas inuades hts lands ; 
Arthur i» Aion With his Britiſh bands, 
Purſues the agedmother of the King, 
Who to thereſcue all his porers doth bring ; 
Takes Arthur captine, and for his diſdaine 
Serds him to Rouen Caitle, whence againe 
He nere returnes : wonders in hean'n are ſeene, 
Treaſon among#t the Peeres, the wrathfullſpleene 
Twixt Romes prozd Innocent and ſtout King Iohn. 
The French afreſ> inuade, the King finds none 
To take his part : the Iriſh do rebell ; 
TheTvelch breake forth, both whom he doth compell 
T oſt 20pe their pride : the carſe of Innocent, 

. eApainit whoſe pride the King ſtands ſtiffely bent, 

Philips h»ge Nazie doth on England frowne, 
The King vnto the Legate yeelds his crowne * 


King lohn. 
The Lords rebell, the King is left forlorne, 

Abus d, renil'd, and made his peoples ſcorne : 

Seckes th aid of ſtrangers, =- L frierceire, 

Flies ore the kingdome like a flaming fire. 

The Barons flie from him, and ſeeks to bring 

The French Prince Lewis in, tomake him King ; 
Helands in Kent, London receines his traine, 

From th hapleſſe King all fals away againe ; 

The French mens pride the Engliſh ſore oppre#T, 

Kmng Tolins rewewge, poore Englands woes encreaft : 
In mid5t of hope Fexpell his enemies, | 

The wretched King at Swynited poyſoned dies. 

eAll which, ſince manywriters in his daies, © 

Of very malice Writ in his diffraiſe, 

That we may heare,let Fame with Summons call 

His Princely gho#t, to tell bis tragicke fail. 


Another Argument, 
Fame cals King Tohn ; his grienedgho#t doth wake, 
Comes wp from grane, and heere his turne doth take. 
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7 1{cord the daughter of diſſenſion,. | 
( Home-hel-hatcht furie with bewitching charmes, 
j| Doth ſoonerruine Ceſars royall throne, 

Then all the imminent ak harmes, 
= Thatcan inferred beby forren armes: 
Where people hate, and where the Prince doth frowne, . 
What might builds vp, diſſenſion ſoone puls downe. . p 
L O 


6% King bhn. 


Of which I once that ſway'd this ſcepter State, 
Vniuſtly wrong'd by Peeres, vnkindly fold 
To wretched fortune by my ſubie&ts hate, 
A Mirror night haue been in lines of gold, 
Ifto this age my ſtorie truth had told : 
But th'vakind age preſents to iudgements eye 
My ſhame at large, butler my praiſe goby. 


To whom ſhall Imy many wrongs complaine ? 
Since falſe traditions of thoſe enuious times, 
Inuented by my foes, do yetremaine, 
Liuing to euery eye in forged rimes, 
As matter for the ſceane obieing crimes 
Vnto my charge, which firme in cenſure ſtands, 
Though nere enacted by my guiltleſſe hands, 


The long concealed griefe of diſcontent, 

Which for ſuch vniuſt ſcandall Iſuſtaine, 

Vp from the graue my grieued ghoſt hath ſent, 

On ſuch ſterne people iuſtly to complaine, 

That vilifie my praiſe with lips prophane, 
Speaking what then the ſuperſtitious wits 
Vatothis age recorded haue in writs, 


Could not the enuie of that age be quell'd 
With my laſt houres vntimely tragedie ? 
Could not theſe burning veines with poiſon ſwell'd, 
Their deadly hate againſt me fatisfie? | 
O no, in death their malice will not die : 
For which now ſummon'd by the trumpe of Fame, 
T gladly come to put away ſuch ſhame. 


My royall birth P/antagenet can ſhow, 

Stout Cur de Lions life declares the fame, 

Who was the ſecond ſonne as thou doſt know, 

Vnto King Henrie ſecondof that name, 

Who grew ſo great in wealth, in ſtrength and fame, 
His yongeſt ſonne I was, by name hight Joh, 
Next after Richard ſeated on the throne. 


ſhy 


King lobn. 
Thy lines with ſpot of that diſloyaltie 
Againſt my fire, Ile not defile againe, 
Nor will I tell that falſe conſpiracie 
Againſt my brother Richars, to obtaine 
From him his life, his kingdome, and his raigne : 
For he at large doth in his tragedie, 
Declare the manner of my treacherie, 


Ambitious ayme at greatneſle inthe State, 
Moſt incident to men of mightie mind, 
Atfirſt did bring me in my brothers hate ; 
Yet in the end ſuch fauour Idid find, 
That he to me, though Iſo moſt ynkind 
Did oft times ſeeke the fall ofhis renowne, 
Forgaue my fa&t,and gaue to me his crowne, 


With free conſent of all this kingdomes Peeres, 
Aduanc'd I was toall the royalties 

Ofmy late brother dead, and thrice three yeeres- 
Inthron'd I was, before my hapleſſe cies 

Were made beholders of thoſe miſeries, 


Which in deep waues of woe did England drowne, | 


And brought confuſion to my State and Crowne. 


In my firſt riſe vnto the kingdomes State, 

Falſe France did frowne, and ſtirred vp the fire 

Conceal'd in aſhes of our ancient hate, 

The yong Duke Arthzr,as he did require, 

Gainſt vsrebell'd and did with him conſpire; | 
Both ſtretching forth their enuious hands, to crop 
My new growen greene ypon our Cedars top, 


On the ſwift whirlewinde of tempeſtuous warre, 
Into Touraine and Aniou th'vtmoſt bound 
Ofthis our Empire, then inlarg'dofarre, 
They furiouſly did breake, where what they found 
Inmy defence,they laid it waſte on ground; 
Of which the Duke proclaim'd himſelfe the Lord, 
And ſought to obtaine it by the threarfull ſword, 
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684. King hohn. 
Warres fearefull earthquake ſhakin 'S more and more, 
The ſtate of Aniou,TI did ynderſtand, 

How th'aged Queene my mother El/rnor, 

Befieged was by eArthar with ſtrong hand, 

Within a tower;which on that coaſt did ſtand : 

Who ſore opprelt, and in her mind diſmai'd, 

In ſuch diſtrefle did call me to her aid, 


Incens'd to heare my nephewes vnkind deed 
Gainſther now in her age, that gaue him breath: 
As dutie bound me, on the wings of ſpeed 
I haftned to the reſcue, to vnſheath 
My angrie ſword,whoſe edge did threaten death ; 
A filiall loue to reſcue her from harmes, 
Both day and night did make me march in armes, 


Before the foes of my approch did heare, 
Such expedition thither I did make, 
That at their backes my enſignes didappeare; 
At which diſtrai'd, their fiege they did forſake, 
And moſt did ynto flight themſelues betake : 
Of whom were many ſlaine that ſtood in fight, 
e7rthur vohurt was taken in his flight, 


T'irhom brought captiu'd before me,thus I ſpake : 

Coſin, quoth I, what madnefſe was that ſame, 

That moued you theſe warres to vndertake? 

Why do you thus your royall friends defame, 

In bearing armes in falſe King Phi/ips name? 
Preferre you him in your eſteeme more deare, 
Then me, that amto you in blood ſo nearc? 


For ſhame that French mans company forſake, 
Let not his counſell tempt you any more; 
Turne ynto me, ſo ſhall I euer take 
Your cauſe as mine, and you againe reſtore 
Vnto my.wonted fauouras un : 
With gentle ſpeech thus did Ihimentrear; 
But thus he made replie with many athrear, 


Tyrant 


King Tohn. 


Tyrant, faid he, thouR@oft detaine my right, 


lam, thou knoweſl, true heire to —_ Crowne : 


Though vniuſt fortune in this lucklefſe fight 


Looke blithe on thee, and on my State do frowne, 
Heau'n may ___ aduance what now is downe : 
My friends be free, though Tin bandsbe bound, 


That will not reſt yntill thoubeyncrown'd, 


The arrogant deliuerie of this ſpeech, 

Vnto th'impeachment of our royall righr, 

Did in our former loue make ſuch a breach, 

That with contraRted brow for ſuch defpight, 

We did in rage command him from our ſight, 
And didthis — on him lnpels, 
That he for ſuch offence his eyes ſhould loſe, 


But when ſuch readie inftruments of ill, 

Who forreward at any villanie, 

To Rouen caſtle came t'cffeR my will, 

Hubert de Bourgh a man of valiancie, 

That then had Archer in his cuſtodie, 
Withſtood their purpoſe, and hispart did take, 
Saying, thatI thoſe words in furie ſpake, 


The heate of anger cool d, conſcience began 

Inth'earc to whiſper how I had offended, 

And whenT heard how Hubert valiant man, 

Preuented had what I in rage intended, 

As reaſon would, his courage I commended : 
Yetafter this by Arthur hapleſſe woes, 
Idid incurre the ſcandall of my foes, 


Cloſe kept in Rouen caſtle by that Knight, 


Whoſe wals his ſteps fromſtarting thence did bound, 


Caſting in mind how to eſcape by flight, 

Atlaſt ynfortunate a way he found + 

To climbe the wall,that did begirt himround ; 
A forward mind impatient to ſuftaine, 


| Thelofle of freedomedid procure hisbaine, 
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Hafte prickt him forwatd'toredeeme the me, 
Greedie deſire his freedome to regaine, 

Aboue the caſtle walles did cauſe himclime ; 
From whence as enuious fare did firſt ordaine, 

He downe did fall into the river Seyne : 

Whoſe waues againſt chat caſile wals did ſwell, 
Where tothe world he breath'd his laſt farewell, 


He dead, vnto my charge falſe Philip laid 
That in his blood I had imbru'd my hands, 
Andin revenge thereof did crave the aid 
Of many Princes, who with warlike bands 
Did in their rage depopulate my lands : 
T whoſe diſtrefſe with aid I could not come, 
Worſe fortunes did befall me heere at home, 


Miſchiefe on miſchiefe fals tencreaſe my woes, 
Athome my faithlefſe Barons do rebell, 
The Iriſhriſe, the Welch turn'd treacherous foes, 
And enuie, leſt this monſter I ſhould quell - 
Of many heads, her ſelfe comes vp from hell, 
And ſtirres vp Rome to ioyne her hands with hate; 
No King did fall beneath ſo hard a fate, 


The heau'ns foretold ſuch things before their time, 
Before my haplefſe hand that cup did take, 
In whoſe blacke deadly wine my death did ſwim, 
Th'whole aggregate of heau'n did ſeeme to ſhake, 
Sad fignes on earth my tragicke fall forcſpake : 
Seldome ſuch fatall deeds of death are dane, 
But prodigies do their events forerun. 


Before the founder of that famous tower, 
Which ouer lookes our Thames filuer cleare, 
Did in the Senate meet his lives late hower, 
Horrid oftents and accents full of feare, 
To many Roman eyes did oft appeare, 
The graves did open, and the deaddid rife, 
Filling the Rireets with lamentable cries, 
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King lobn, 
Before ſtout Brutmu that proud Roman Lord, 
Whoſe bloodie hand ſtrooke mightie Ceſar dead, 
With fatall blade his owne deare bodie gor'd, 
Strange apparicions, full of feare and dread 
Foretold his hearr blood ſhould erelong be ſhead : 
Dead Ce2ſars ghoſt ſpake to him in hus tent, 
The night before his tragicke deaths cuent, 


Before proud Commodus that Roman King, 
With violent poyſon did the combatetrie, 
Heau'n many wonders ynto light did bring, 
And many dreadfull meteors blaz'd in skie, 
Flames of bright fire out of the earth did flie, 
Before he tooke that farall cup of wine, 
Of faithlefle Hartia his falſe Concubine, . 


Before thoſe miſchiefes then were ſet abroch, 

Which did infe& the peace of my eſtate, 

Before that luckleſſe houre did thenapproch, 

In which that deſperate villan did awair 

With deadly waſlaile to abridge my fate : 
Heau'n did behold the coceh with heauie cheare; 
And plaguefull meteors did inboth appeare. 


five moones were in heau'ns concaue nightly ſeene, 
Asifthat heau'n vpon our fate below, 
Foreſceing our harmes compaſſionate had been, _ 
And had foreſent them with their ſhine to ſhow 
Topurblind England ge : 
Who not being warn'd by them of future harmes, 
Was after wakened by tempeſtuous tormes, 


The earthquake-making God,to warne vsall, 
With violent hand ſhooke carths foundation, 
And from his thickned clouds in Rormeslet fall 
Such ſhowers of ycie bals, that vato none 
Informer times the like had ere been knowne : 
For euery haileſtone of ſuch thickneſle was, - 


That it in compaſſe did foure inchespaſle. - 
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Fire making ryntvre trough the earth did breake, 

And burned mary a towne and ſteeple high, 

Ghoſts in high-waies were often heard to ſpeake, 

And ſpirits 1n ſhapes of birds in darkſome skie, 

With fire in their beakes abour did fie 
Wherewith they did affli&t much ſcath and woe 
Vpon the countriezflying to and fro, 


; 4 
O ſtubborne England,that with ſuch foreſigne 

From future eui]l could not warned bee ; 

When heau'n and earth deſtruCtion did diuine, 

For thy rebellious ſinne to fall on thee, 

Why didft thou cloſe thy eyes and would ſtnot ſee? 
When God did thunder judgement in thine eare, 
Why wert thou deafe,as ifthou would'ſt not heare? 


For pitie reade thy ruine, drawing nigh, 

Vpon the cryſtall battlements of heauen, 

Where grau'd in golden letters to each eiec, 

Thou maieſt behold thy wretched kingdome giuen 


Intoa ſtrangers hand; thy ſad King driuen 
To flie from thee forlorne and leaue his State, 
Sold to misfortune by his ſubieRs hate, 


Let times blacke hand blot out the memorie 

Of that vile age, and letitnotbe ſaid 

Thar /ohz did cuer guide this Emperie, 

That future time with ſhame may notvpbraid 

This nations name, by whom I was betraid, 
And ſay that ſubiects yet did neuer bring 
Such grieuous wrongs ypon a wretched King, 


To guide thy Muſe, thatſhe the cauſe may know 
Whence firſt theſe evils in the State did ſpring, 
Toblood-built Rome,our Albions ancient foe, 
Nurſe of all factions, let her take ſwift wing, 
That when this wofull torie ſhe ſhall ſing, 

She truly may define the Roman hate, 

Which fn did broch theſe miſchiefes in our State, 


When | 
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When as our Englands Metropolitan 
Leauing his life, had left at emprtie chaire, 
Ididele&aright religiousman, 
"Who with the beſt mightin thoſe daiescompare, 
For habitude to manage that affaire ; 

In whoſe behalfe at Rome I didentreate, 

That he might be inſtalled in that ſeate. 


Great Rome then in the ruffe of all her pride, 

Dciets my ſuite with proud contempr, and choſe 

Liongtov,aman vnfit that place to guide, 

On which ſuch truſt in State we did repoſe, 

Since he was nurſt in France amongſt our foes; 
And might in time, bearing ſuchrule in State, 
Vnto my fortunes workeyuluckie fate. 


Forthis with Romes proud Prieſtthus I contend, 
Thike nor, ſaid I, thatT thatright will yeeld, 
0n which my royaltie doth ſole levend 
The ſame in f; oht of hate Itruſt to ſhield, 
Vhile I ſhall live this ſcepters ſtate to wield: 
No power on earth in my deſpight ſhall place 
Aſtranger in my Realme to my diſgrace. 


ImydecreedeleRion may notand, 

low by heau'n, henceforth I will reſtraine 

Thoſe paſſages to Rome out of this land, 

Which you hereafter will repentin vaine, 

ince by the ſame you haue no little gaine : 
For whatneed we to Rome a gadding go, 
Since many learned men this land can ſhow ? 


tence grew the hate that after did enſues 
faping on wrongs ypon my grieued head : 
Romes /-mocent =. th he theſe lines did yiew, 
Lndled with wrath, on raging furie fed, 
Which through his breſta deadly venom ſpred: 

Whoſe breath did ſoone infeet 
And bred a plague ynto the gn good, 

| Z 


our ſubieasblood, 
Thinking 
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Thinking it ſhame to his pompaticke State, 
To winke at my contempt of his command, 
With lips prophane, big ſwolne with eager hate, 
He breaths his curſe gainſt me, and gainſt my land, 
Tolaſt ſo long as This will withſtand ; 
And lockes vp all Church gates by his great word, 
Forbidding vs acceſle ynto the Lord, 


Thou proud vſurper of our Peters key, 

Behold thy finne, and bluſh atthy foule ſhame, 

Why did{t thou locke the gate that leads the way 

Vnto the holy place? why didſt thou name 

Thy ſelfe the. rocke on whom that power that came 
To ſaue the world, his ſacred Church ſhould found, 
And yet did(t caſt itthen vato the ground? 


My people frightned with the roaring threat 
Of wrathfull Bulles to England daily ſent, 
Their due alleageance to their Lord forget ; 
Th'inglorious Peeres, as if the gouernment 
Had been transferr' d from /ohnto Innocent, 


Did ſhrinke from me, and would notby me ſtand, 


For th'impeacht priuiledge of our free land. 


Yet could all this not toope my noble hart, 

The rebel! Prieſts, that did at his command 

Prortounce his curſe prophane, did feele the fmart 

Of their offence, and from my furious hand 

Teſcape my vow'd reuenge, did flie the land, 
Leauing their ſweet poſſeſſions for apray, 
Which to my friends I freely gaue away, 


After this curſc it ſeem'd my blifſe begun: 

For when the ſtubborne Iriſh did rebell, 

Meth witneſle be of my atchicuements done; 
And let cold Snowdens barren mountaines tell, 
How the rebellious Welch my hand did quell : 
No wofull fate befell me atthis ſeaſon, | 
Till my falſe Pecres began topraRile treaſon, 
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InfeRted with this curſe, and hauing loſt 
My wonted loue, they did with Rome conſent; 
Foras to Wales I marched with my hoſt, 
The Scotiſh King their malice to preuent, 
Did ſend me letters of their whole intent, 
How they were bent, if I did forward goe, 
To kill me, orbetray me to my foe, 


Perplext in mind, thenceforth 1 ſtood in feare 
Ofruine threatned to my life and State: 
France did oppreſſe me, and the Welch did beare 
Rebellious armes : but ſuch was my hard fate, 
None could oppoſe them through my Barons hate: 
YetI,on whom mine owne no mercie haue, 
In their diſtreſſe to ſtrangers comfort gaue. 


Tome with care oppreſt, the Scotiſh Kin 
Letters did ſend fill fraught with lines of woe, 
Which ynto me his ſonne the Prince did bring, 
By which he moued me, though once my foe, 
0a his oppreſſed age remorſe to ſhow : 
For his baſe ſubieRs gainſt him did ariſe, 
And for his agehis perſon did deſpiſe. 


Amightie hoſt with ſpeed I did prepare, 
With which enrag'd, I into Scotland went, 
Where, in that warre my ſword bur few did ſpare, 


That gainſt their aged King their powers had bent, 


Totake from himhis crowne and gouernment : | 
Guthred mac William cauſe of all this ſtrife, 
Did with a traytors death ſhut vp his life. 


Butlet ys turne vsbacke from Scotlands bounds, 
Athome to view th'effets of Roman hate: 
There ſee how Innocent inflits freſh wounds 
Vpon the mangled bodie of our State, 
Who ſince that no old miſchiefe could abate 
The ſpirit inuincible of my great mind, 


To make me ſtoope, new miſchiefes now didfind, 
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By power of his yſurpt authoritie, 
He did abſolue all bicas in myland, 
Thatby alleageance were oblig dto me ; 
Then would he put into King Phepshand, 
The crowne __ royall ſcepter of this land; 
Ifhe from hence could me expell by might, 
Or take my lite away bytreacherous ſlight. 


Thou that doſtride vpon the backes of Kings, 
Yet feines to walke the ſteps of our deare Lord, 
Thou that doſt make a cloake of holy things 
To hide thy ſhame, and leau'ſt the ſacred word, 
T'oppoſe the Lords anointed with the ſword : 
Is this the path thar th'holy one did paſſe? 
When he to Czſar gaue, what Ceſars was. 


How canft thou waſh thy hands of theſe foule crimes, 
When thou didſt make this kingdomes crowne my ſhame? 
Let not poſteritie in future times, 
Impute this fat to Englands [ohn for blame, 
That Rome did force him ſtoope to ſuch defame : 
Since mine owne friends with all the world did frowne, 
Before proud Rome could cauſe me yeeld my crowne. 


See on the ſeas where France her way doth take, 

To plucke me frommy throne by force ofhand ; 

See how my faithlefſe Barons me forſake, 

And rather readie be themſclues to band 

Againft their Prince, then in his quarrell ſtand : 
Yea ſee my houſholdfolke do me forgoe, 
And lift vp rebell hands to helpe my be, 


The fiiffe-neckt Prieſts the ſubie& to excite 
Againſt his King, a prophet did procure, 
Who by the skill ofthis propheticke ſight, 
Of peace to come the people ſhould aſfire, 
And that as King I ſhould not long endure : 
To which th'vnconſtant people credit gaue, 
Whoſe minds in State do alterations craue, 
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In thisdiftrefle, invaineT ftrivetoſtand © 


' Againſt th'approching ſhame which Tlament, 


Befieged round with feate on every hand, * 
Not knowing how ſuch miſchiefe topreuent, 
Pandulph the Legate comes from [nnocenr, 
To know if yet th'effeRs ofhis proud frowne, 
Had in ſuch dangersbrought my ſtomack downe, 


O ynkind England now behold and ſee 

Thy wronged King forlorne, and forc'd by feare 

To yecld his crowne vpon his bended knee, 

O deepe diſgrace, that any Prince can beare, 

Othatſuch pride in Prelateseucr were : 
Pandulph inſigne that I my finnes repent, 
Receiues my crowne giu'n yp to Ianocert. 


Remitting former faults with gratious doome, 

Aud hauing keptmy crowne for fiue daies ſpace, 

As made Dan ws Ho vntoRome, 

The ſame againe he on my head did place, 

And with my former title did me grace : 
Tothe French King likewiſe with ſpeed he went, 
Charging him leaue his courſe for England bent, 


But he in hope the Diademe to gaine, 
Would not deſiſt : but with a nauie carte 
Of twice foure hundred ſhips vpon the maine; 
Whoſe powers t oppoſe, proud Pands/ph did proclame, 
That all men ſhould in Dynocentines name 
Lift vp their handsr'auert thoſe threatned harmes, 
Whereby the ſhores were ſtuft with men of armes, 


Five hundred faile well man'd againſt the foes, 
Ilauncht into the ſeas with them to fight; 
And for the Generall of the fight I choſe 
My baſtard brother, #ilkam Longfpath hight, 


' Ofthoſe our troublous times the braueſt Knight, 


Who at this time his valiancie did ſhow, 
Inthis ſea-fight againſtth'unuading foe, 
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Gainſt whom th fought with ſuch ſucceſſefullhands, 


That on our ſide the conqueſtdid remaine : 

Philip diſgrac'd with his diſmembred bands, 

Vnto his home returned backe againe, 

There to recure the loſle he did ſuſtaine : 
While Iin vaine do ſeeketo heale my State, 
All rent and torne by mutinous debate, 


Out of the ruines of my countries woe, . 
What I to raiſe did carefull hands applie, 
My rebell Barons downe againe did throw; 
To take aduantage, while my miſerie 
Is yetburt freſh, they me in ficld defie, 
For that to their demands I gaue noeare, 
Which to mine honor preiudiciall were. 


By friends forlorne, they forced me _—_ 
To yeeld to them, to my diſgrace and ſhame: 
The thought of which, and of that great deſpighe 
Done by Romes »nocenr,did foi | 
My heart with furie, that I did exclame 

Vpon my fates that did my daies prolong, 

In which I was ordain'd tindure ſuch wrong. 


Of mine owne ſeruants left all deſolate, 

But ſeuen in number didgyith me remaine, 

Purſu'd by moſt diſloyall peoples hare; 

Oft with meane food my life I did ſuſtaine, 

Left they by poyſon ſhould procure my bane : 
And for my ſafetie with thoſe few approued, - 
In ſtrange diſguiſe Ito and fro remoued, 


In this diſtreſſe into thelle of Wight 
My ſelfe in ſecret wiſe I did conuey, me 
Where while I did remaine, in my deſpight 


Each ſlaue, whoſe heart my name could once affray, 


With barbarous taunts ypon the ſame did play : 
Some call'd me fiſherman, ſome rouing thiefe, 


Thatfledthe land, at ſeas to findieliete. 
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King hbm.. 
Such wrongs with patience Idid ſeeme to beare, 
Diſſembling wrath in my reuengefull mind, 
To luch reports I ſeem'd to giue no eare : 
But till did lie, as vnto peace inclin'd, 
Till I fic opportunitie did find: 

For in the end when Ireturn'dagaine, 

For ſuch contempt they paid me double paine, 


Recciuing aid from friends beyond the ſeas, 
Like toa tempeſt Rooping downe from heau'n, 
With fpoilefull hands ey lingerie Idid ſcaſe, 
All in my furie were to ſlaughter giuen, 
My Barons into flight with terror driuen ; 
Fled from my face, and ſought their heads to hide 
For their miſdeeds, in field none durſt abide. 


They all vnable to withſtand my might, 

Not with ſubmiſſion milde did mercie craue: 

Todo to me and mine the more deſpight, 

To France they ſent, defiring for to haue 

Prince Lewz: to their King, to whomthey gaue 
Their promiſe to adnance him to the crowne, 
AndasatyrantKing to caſt me downe, 


King Philip foftring malice in his mind, 
And gainſt me ſuch — having found, 
Though no pretence of titlehe could find, 
Whereon his purpos'd enterpriſe to ground : 
Yer ftretcht he out his arme our State to wound, 
And take from me and my poſteritie, 
Our diademe and Kingly royaltie. 


For his proud ſonne Prince Lewis he did ſend, 
With many atroope and many a warlike band, 
Whoſe wiſht aceefſe my Barons did attend, 
With all their troopes vpon the Kentiſh ſtrand, 
Where with his hoſt French Lews firſt rooke land ; 
Whence with thoſe traytors he to London went, 
Which in this treafondid _ conſent, 
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Then did begin my former miſctie, 
For thoſe, in whom chiefe truſtT did repoſe, 
Thoſe ftranger ſouldiersall from-me didflie, -- * 
Except ſome few, that did lament my woes, 
And Douer caſtle kept againſt my foes, ' - 

Vnto whoſe truſt I did the ſame. betake; _ 

All other ſceming friends did me forſake. 


But ſee the iudgement of almightie ſoxe, 
On the diſloyall people of this land : | 
The conquering French, whoſe nature is to proue, 
Inſulring over whom they beare command, 
Now being Lords of all, with heauic hand 

The Engliſh people did begin toppreſſe, 

Who could not helpe themſelves in this diftreſle, - 


Thus did the King of heau'n iuſt vepgeance take 
On them, for their vniuſt diſloyaltie : 
My part he did not vtterly forſake, WITT 


But inthe end did force my foes to flie,, |. -. | ; L * 


And leaue the crowne to my paſteritie z 
For he did chuſe out one amongſt thefoe,.. 
To be our enemies chiefe ouerthrow. + -_ | 


There was a noble minded man of France, ;':;; 

Vicount of Melum, anda French man borne, 

Who falling ficke did waile the ſad miſchance | 

Ofch'Engliſh, iuftly made falſe Fortunes ſcorne, , , 

That thus had left their King to live forlornes 
Yea with remorſe his conſcience itdid ſting, 
To ſee the ſubie&t fo oppreſſe the King. | 


When death in him began his due to take, 
He for my nobles ſecretly did ſend, 


To whom with fainting yoice theſe words he ſpake 2 f 


My friends, quoth he, yago my wordsartend, . .,.. - 
Which ſhall ere.long for euermore hauc end) : 
AttendI fay, conſcience bids me impart 
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The things that now lic heauic on wy hats. mn 5 x | | 
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King Tn: 


Woe tothe wretchedpes teofthizhand; >: F917 6307 9 
Which do their SourraigneLordand = WF $1:079002017 


Woe to your ſelues, that for your King wes oY 10 
Ofwhoma ſcorne vnto theworld ye make; Wy 3t e290 nav vu 
And woe vnto your thildren for your ſake #'':2 eats: PN 
Yea woe ty'Eugland euermore ſhalt be,” ' PELT RT, 
Valeſle with ſpeed ye feeke fome remedie. 
Levic our Prince of lme laartideepetyfworiegmnio/! Liter 21 
And with him fixteenc EatfesandiBarohbindre;'1 EIN A 
That ye, that nowhmiclefryourKing” —aqarr ; wa 1d ern] 
Shall die the death, or elſe exil'd deplore': 'n Gio: ft 0] 


a " 
, 


Your caſe in forren parts for enermote2/!+ -: :: 34 
Then let each Peerewith: heed deport iſo, 1250 
To eel tpn "317 91694 309 


If conſcience cauſe me tobemonerhe chance - | E407 
Ofthis ſo braue a King, which yepoſleſls; i ir Cr7T0 
TowhomlI ama:ftrangerborne inFrancey Stig 1 iro} hog o7 
Yea once his foe, thoughnow acyomay poſe”. vii -fcnb 
Jas afriend bewaile his fad diftreſle; - 1 il 059d 
How then ſhould ye thatare his Liegemen borne, -- 130: Hh 
For this hibfadtnidhepmithſhroiename? > xiv13 0:1 


Aſſt him then as dutie doth you bind) - 
Pitie your ſelues and yourpotlteritie : - : 
Andie whatT haue ſpoken in yout mitid,” 
of which no.ntore toyoulegan defcriey:! 1/7 
For now my heart doth faileand 1 muſt die. - 67ers 


eAdien ns > at 
eAdieuie dis matic cefpm, | —__ 


My Pceres forewaried of ſuch treacherie:'! 71266; > 

And with remorſe viewing their nariue lncade-) Lille 

Bctrai'd to ſpoile by their difloyalcie;: bl bei 21:0 holed grate 

Did caſt inmind how they with helping hands: 7; >1in 021. 7 
_ beſtreſtore themmitlues from captiue bands; = 

nd hoping now my grace!againeto. _ -b; th dat) gil 

From Lewis to decline they did begib, -. v 24d 2512 03 __ = 
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Vponth wm. French topowremy ſpleene, - 

Throughout my' 

Thar all my ſubieRs thar had wronged been -. 

By forren wy if vnto.me-theycame -: '£t 

With mindsfor fight, I wouldrevenge the ſame; 2 
Whereby with ſpeed came many a worthic might... 
Vnder my ſtandardgainſtthe French to fight. /' i; 


Like raging forme hlemtatepatlinicetich, nit an9 5 


With violent furieEdidforcemyaways 7 2 sf! cr 
From Eaſt to Weſk; from:Notthyato. the South il, 
— all things,thatbefore vely| Þ 
Which did our aduerfariesſodiſmay, -:: ; ii; 
"Mi nonedurlt and Coppoſe v$iriche Feld 
But readie way viiteout Wl did yeeld..: - 


Hadproud Prince LeWs met with mein = 
Our quarrellby the dint of frvord to trie,, | 
Soone ſhould I haue obtain'dmykingdomesright, 


And made th'yſurpitig Prince frombenceto flic, wy 


Who did ſupport my Peeresdiſloyaltie: 
But treaſon ſtretched outher deadly hand,' 


Who twixt the French and myreuenge didfiand, 


In Swinſted Abbie witnefſe of my wrongs i':;! 
A Monke there was, the worker ofmy bane, | TP 
Who heard me vowthat:ifI lived long, »: 


Through England I would raiſe the pccoCenine, qclainN 


To plague my ſubic&s fat their praudidifaipes::r! 
Which was the cauſe,asfates didfiridetsce,:.1- 
For which this villan Monke did papfon mens ©. 


To vent the poiſned thoughts of bis falſe breft,. 


Loeall alone in dead timevofthenight,:i, iV nal 
When every one had laid hinidowfetozeſt: & glioc} 2 bigm? 


When aire was huſht, when from tlic welkinbright 
The golden flars did caſte glimmering gat, >: oils 


He forth did walkeiintoa gardenbyy, 1. ; _ er OHIO, lid 


For ro efic& his wicked wreacherie.. 1 


ingdotnes bounds didprochime, a 
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King lon, 


Thevirall ſpirit, or any aduerſe 

Tohumane life, ſome kind of ſerpent fell, 

Or any thing that did wittspoyſon ſwell: 
Atlaſtan vglie toad hehaplefle found, 


 Bigſwolne with peyſoncrawling on the ground: to] 


With which full glad he didreturne againe, 
Andtohis prion + > S651; 
Where with his pen-knifche didpricke and paine © 


The lothſome toade, from whom the blood did floe, 


By which the wicked Monke did worke my woe: 
For poiſon which the toade did yomit vp, 
With wine he mixedin a fatall cup, | 


With which to me he came, and thus he ſpake, 
(My Liege) faid he, a cup of wine Ibring, 
Ofwhich if that your Grace a taſte will take, 
will abate the edge of forowes ſting, 4x 
Which deepely feemes to wound my grieued King ; 
With it to Englands health Iwill begin, 

Whoſe woes for euermore be drown'd herein. - 


Thus did this villan drinke, anddranke his laft, 
Andafter ynto me the cup he gaue,  * 

Ofwhich miſdeeming noughr, I firaightdid tafte, 
Which done, not all the world my life could faue, 
ſodeadly was it tempered by the ſlaue; 


TheffeQs whereof before my death were knowne, - 


Which came to paſſe immediatly thereon. 


For when the raging yehtome had difpread | 
Ifelfe throughout my bodie by the veines, 
My blood did boile, my heart began to dread, . 
My bodie ſwell'd, and when'no hope remaines 
Ofany helpe toremedie fuch paines : 

Ifor the Monke did call to haue his head, 
{ Burone didanſwere make, thathe was dead. 


> 
There as this villanwandredtoandfroy 533 from hold wot 
Lo gta > ores lorotn 
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Then God (quoth T) haue meadie onzhy foule; (1:!!i'- ei: 154117 
For of this wretched warld nomanant,! :c/': i: 7 mmm | 
Seeing nothin = this venomsforce controule; +5 (:i-) |!; 
For ſenſiblie Ifeele how itidothlie;) to {ni 1 ct 1D 51 
Vpon my woefull heart, and Lmuſtdie2{1i.! LIN 38103 023d 4 

Wherefore my ſonne fexch hitheryatomee,: itt 1s { 
That I before 1 dic bis face may ſees toStyoy (f2bv7 ace 


The child being brought, forthen he: yas a thild,!i,7: | 
To himIT thus did ſpeake with weeping.cies i} 12dril- 6 | 
My ſonne (quoth Donwbor)mjthopes 3 builds -i;! {7 
Come neere tome; where, htere inpaine lie, -:!;; ++»? | 


Come neere and haue my bleſſing ereTÞ'die;” !,.,!-;,- .//; 
Nought elſeto thee is left for me to leaue, ,'-/! (5, 
Since of my crowne my fqgsdome bereaues: :r: >: 


| Wherefore ye heau'ns who.dobehold my woes,;--: 
Now at my death giue care ynto myprayer, , :. ,:| | 
Prote& this child ofmine fromall his foes: '- + © 4G 
And for your mercies ſake thisjinfagt ſpare, . - 9) 
Whole tender age doth want your.tender care ; 

Elſe willthatroring Lion Lew kill 

Thislitle lambe, though he hath done none ill, 


And thou (my litle ſonne)takg heedby md;;-"; 1/1 +1 th 

That thou thy Peeres and peoples loue progure, -:.: - -- 

Contend not thoy with thynobflitieg!. ;-- - - i;r- 

So ſhall thy State and kingdome long cadure, [IE 33,9 

And thou trom forren foeslive ſafgandiuce ; wy uv vitiiobol 
For my falſeſubies yndeſeryed batergtod oo lf 
Did worke my woe, which] repenttoplate.-: - 1 51 1 


(Renowned Pembroke ) thou haſt leftmyſoe - ri 11 ol 4 
Be thou Protector to thispretie boy,'-; {00 117 1 0030s! 
And forthe fathers ſake thy fayour ſhow 31-13; oe! old yh 
When I am gone do thou-ghyRrength.employ; © !; 1! 2 fl 
Againſt all thoſe that ſceke this childsanpoy, i; 1h ow a 
And ye my other Peeres, who-onct have ben. ., {;.-7. il; 1+ * 


My focs, prouc nowtzus heatted noþle mens.) (rfl cf 
ar Redeeme 


King Iobn., 


Redeeme your countrey from that captiue woe, 
Which from the roote ofciuill diſcord grew : 
Toyne hearts aud hands againſtthecommon foe; +. 
Forget old wrongs, ynto the Prince proue true, 
Farewell, my daiesbe done, I dic, adew, 
Thus after twice nine yeares of rule in State, 
lloſtboth life and rule by timeleſle fate. 


Behold the laſteffeRts of Herries curſe 
On his laſt ſonne, for his rebellious pride : 
LetPrinces learne,that where debate, thenurce 
Of diſcord, doth the Prince and Peeres diuide, 
Nought bur deſtruQion can that State betide : 
Of which ler that fad time of my ſhort reigne, 
AMurour ynto future time remaine. 
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THE WOFVLL 
LIFE AND DEATH 


OF KING EpvvarD 
the ſecond. 


Vii (quoth eMemorie) weremuch to blame 
Of Tohn, that noble Prince, to ſpeake ſuch ſhame 3 
But little credit unto them we gine, ; 
Since they were foes to hm, when he did line. 

Hi firit ſonne Henrie, third of that ſame name, 

Did him ſucceed, and with his ſword did tame 

That French Prince Lewis, whom he forc'd by might 
Toleane this kingdome, due to him of right. 

Edward his ſonne, the firit that bore that name 

Since Williams conque#t made, whoſe nable fame 

Shall nezer die, did in the throne ſucceed, 

eAndin his daies wrought many a Wworthie deed : 

Tet neither of theſe Princes both did feels 

Th mcon#tant courſe of Fortunes froWvarawheele ; 

That Edward of Carnarnan, third from John, 

Ts next in courſe, whom we muit ſtay vpos ; 

He im the firit ſpring of his fatall rargne 

Recals the baniſht Gaueſton agaize, 

Exil'd before by his renowned Sire, 

eAt whoſe proud taunts the Peeres being ſet on fire, 

Do quenchit with his blood: the angrie King 

Uowesbis renenge, the valiant Breuce doth bring 

His powers into the field, and in the fight 

oft Banokeſborne turnes th Engliſ into flight : 


K inp Edward the ſecond. 
Heau'n, dearth, and death foretels the ſad enent, _ 
Which did enſue vpon the riner Trent. 
The Queene ts ſent ts France the peacet haue mon d, 
Prones falſe, returnes againe with her below d; 
eArrines in armes, gainft whom the King craues aid, 
Who left forlorne, and at thelaFF betraid, 
Impriſen'd, andenforc'd by parlament, 
Unto bis ſonne re/ignes the gouernment : 
On him depos'd, more miſchiefe to inferre, 
His Queene, the Biſhop, and her Mortimer, 
In darke enigma do conclude his death: 
eArnd left that heſhonld ſeeme texpire his breath, 
By violent handa torment they deniſe, 
By which the King in Berckie caitle dies : 
OfWhich that we th'ondoubred truth may bane; 
Let Fame call vp his wronged ghait from grauee . 
Another Argument. 
Fame ſummons vp the King :inbriefe he ſhowes 
Ho Oneenc, Peeres, people, all did him depoſe. 
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F. |. L y No change of State through Fortunes treacherie ; 
| 4 > 7 She ſpits her poiſon atthemightieſt Peeres, | 
=== And with her charmes inchants the Princes eares :./ 
In ſweeteſt wood the worme doth ſooneſtbreed, 
The Caterpiller on beſt buds doth feed, 


Iflie difſimulation creditwinne.: ... > + |. 

With any Prince,that fits on higheſt throne,  - | 

With honiedpoyſon of ſoure ſugred ſinne, 

Ic cauſeth him turne tyrant to his owne, 

And to his State workes ſwift confuſion, - 
Aboue his cedars top ithigh doth ſhoor, | 
And canker-like deuoures it to the root: * 


Of which that thou aperfe&t Mirrour have, 

The wronged ghoſt of that depoſed King, 

Carnaruans Edward hath forgone his graue, 

Who doth with him ſuch dofch ull ridings bring, 

That yet thy Muſe the fike did never fing : * 
Thoſe ſad miſhaps which ſhe before did ſhow, 


ComparU to mine arecounterfeits of woe, 


To ſtrengthen her complaint beforc ſhe fing, 

And drowne her grieued thoughts in depth of woe : 

(Yee murdred ghoſts, that vnder nights black wing, 

In vncouth-paths doe watider to and fro, 

Andooft in ſighful-groanesyourgricte do ſhow) 
Haſte vnto vs, and hauing hour wrong, 


Help with your ſhricks to make a mourneful ſong. 


The quill of ſome ſad Turtles wing applie 

That mourn'd ſo long, till griefe did firike her dead ; 

Blood bethy lack, which when it waxeth drie, 

Moiſten with teares ; and whenall thine areſhed, 

From euery eye, that haps theſe linestoreade, 
Let every verſe compos'd, ſuch ſad ſound beare, 
Thatfor cach wordit may enforce 4teare. 


(Sorow, Diſtreſle andall that.can befound, 
Which once did helpe me waile my wocfull ſmart, 
When fatall Berck/ys buildings did reſound 

The echoing complaints of my poore hart) 

Grantyour uCectinhs to bearcapart,, 
Thar our ſad Muſe more rutbfully may fing, 
The ſtorie of a dead depoſed King, || 7: : 
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King Edward the ſecon 
Itell oſhonie-ſoothing paraſites,” - p 
Of flubborne Peeres, who louing Rernedebate, 
Did boldly braue me in two bloodie fights, 
Ofa proud Prelates plots, of peoples hate, 
Ofthe ſad ruine ofa royall State ; 
Andofa Queenebettai'd to fond deſire, 
Who too toocruell did my death conſpire, 


To the firſt Edrard, fince the Normans name 
Grew famous for their crown'd-grac'd victorie, 
The fourth of fix of his faire ſonnes Iam, 
Mongſt whom I was ordain'd by deſtinie, 
To ſway the Scepter of this Emperie 

Before my Kingly father left to liue, 

The firſt three borne to death his due did give. 


Idid ſuruiue, the yongeſt of the foure, 
And did ſucceedmy fire in royall chaire : 
Bur did not treade the path which he before 
Had with his vertuous foot-ſteps beaten faire; 
Birth binds not vertue to ſucceed inth'heire, 
Elſe why did I of ſuch illuſtrate race, 
Obſcure his vertuous deeds with my diſgrace? 


Had T but tra&the ſteps of ſuch a fire 
ToperfeRt that great worke, which he begun, 
Had princely thoughts but mounted my defire 
Taſlly like glorious deeds, which he had done, 
Owhataprizeof honorhad 1 wonne! 
But diſcord ſent from hell did ruine bring, 
Euen at that time, that I was crown'd a King, 


As th'holy Prieſt with ſanGtified hand 

The precious vnguent on my head ſhould powre, 
And as before the Altar Idid ſtand, 

Diſcord the furie ſent from that blacke ſhore 

By damned Dzs where Ph/egeton doth rore, 


Shapt like th'appointed Prieſt whoſe hallowed hand 


Should me annoint, by me ynknowne did Rand ; 
' Aaa 
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m—_—_— nigh, the venome ſhe did ſhed 07% 1evirnnctt. 
Of fad Cocytwes poole, which ſhe didbring 


In her blacke viall on my hapleſſe head, 
Whoſe banefull ſauour borne on furies wing, 
Did'not alone infect th'anointed King ; 
But round diffus'd, as ſent from Peere to Peere, 
Did poyſon thoſe high bloods that preſent were. 


The ranke contagion of this foule diſeaſe 
With rauing looke the mightieſt in the State, 
Whoſe deſperate rage with remedie tappeaſe, 
Warre rouz d himſelfe at home, who had of late 
Sleptintheboſome of pernicious hate; 

And did incite them in pretence of good, 

With their owne ſwords to let their bodies blood, 


I molt remorſeleſle of that impious age, 

That did not only then deny your aide 

To your deare countrie, when with barbarous rage 

The bordering foes her boſome didinuade, 

And in her wombe ſuch ghaſtly wounds had made, 
Bur as a nation borne of vipers brood, 


O ſhame to tell, did daily ſucke her blood. 


Great Queene of ſea-fiedg'd Iles, what canft thou ſhow 

Of that good hap, when Edwardthy lateKing 

Did ſafely bulwarke thee againſt thy foe? 

"Thy Edward now doth with his minions ſing, 

While thou thy hands in wretchedneſſe doſt wring : 
And Brewſe doth manglethee with many a ſcarre, 
While thy proud Peeres prepare for ciuill warre, 


In our diſcourſe, that we a method haue 

Ofeuery aCtion;ler vs briefely tell 

In his due place, which time and order gaue : 

And that we may firſt know thoſe cauſes well, 

From whence theſe ſad effeQts produc'd befell, 
In the reſpeRiue {cope of this our Rorie, 


| Lervslooke backeto Edwards daies of glorie, 


King Edward the ſecond. 


In the freſh bloſſome of my youthfull ſpring, ...... 
Sucking the ſugered poiſon of delight, -. ho 
Euen then when with ftrict hand.the carcfull King 
Keptbacke my youth, I on the baites did bite 
Gawe#ton, that ſoothing Paraſite: 
A young Eſquire of Gaſtojne in faire feature, 
Shaprt like an Angeil ; but of cuill nature, 


My royall father, who withiudgements.cie. 


Could found the depth of chings, perceiving well _ 


How follie did by him hercharmesaprhe, 
Tinchaunt my youth ; ſuch miſchiefe to repe!l,, 
Did him cxite, leſt by the powerfull ſpcll 
Of his allurements drawne from all renowne, 
I ſhould be made yaworthic of a crowne. 


(O prudent Prince!) the depth of that decree 
Which heau'n did purpoſe by my Gauefor, 
Too ſecret was foe he Caſe to ſee, 
Who did ordaine, that exil'd Minion. | 
Torvine Edward and thy royall throne; 
For though an exile he did then depart, 
Yer with him went thy wanton Edwards heart, 


Too late it was that obieQ torcmoue, 

To whom in Fancies cup Ilong before | 

Had quaffd ſo deepe, that ſurfetting with loue, 

Heare-ſicke I was till time did him 4 

And ſet him once againe.omEnglands ſhore ; 
Forgerfull of myainh ro Rred dead, . 

Not to reuoke, whom he had baniſhed, 


His bones were yet ſcarce cold, his royall throne 
Scarce warme beneath me was, whenin the ſame 
Idid embrace my deare, lau'd Gayeiton, 

Who as infected with contagious ſhame 

Of ſome corrupted place, from whence he came, 
Throughourt the Jand 1nlictle ſpace did ſpread, 
That foule diſcaſe which our defjryRtion bread, 
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In Court the leprous ſpots of his delights | 
Vato the Palace wals fo faſt do cleaue, 
That from my preſence all the nobleſt wights 
Withdraw themſcelues, and in their roomes do leaue 
Thoſe vp-ſtarts baſe, who them of grace bereaue ; 
No man is held to be the Kings true friend, 
But he that doth his Ganeftor commend, 


Hislips were made the oracles, from whence 

Itooke aduice, he in the counſel] fits, 

Graue States as enemies are baniſhe thence, 

The ſhallow-brain'd yong giddie-headed wits, 

Our wanton humour wich beſt counſell fits, 
The ſage inſtruions of the wiſemans mouth, 
Do ſound harſh muſike in the eares of youth, 


This was the ſpring, from whence at firſt did floe 

Thoſe ſtreames of ſtrife, which riſing like a flood 

Do ouerwhelme my State in waues of woe, 

Which threat confuſion to the common good, 

Which firſt in death do coole my Barons blood z 
And which yet ſwelling higher, laſtly bring 
A violent downefall to a royall King, 


My GazeFfton in maieſties greatarmes 
Being ſafely hug'd, no change of fortune feares : 
He wantons with the King,ſoothes his owne harmes, 
He playes the Buffons part, he floutsand icers 
The courtly actions of the honor'd Peeres ; 
The greatin counſell and the noble borne, 
Are made the fubie@ of his hatefullſcorne, 


Sterne wrath toletlooſe rage, ſteps vp from hell, 
Conducts my Peeres from court vnto the campe, 
She claps her hands and with a countnance fell, 
Gnaſhing her teeth doth fiercely raue and rampe, 
And with her feet ypon the ground doth ſtampe : 
Then whets them to reuengein their raſh mood, 


Whoſe furious thirſt mul} beallaid with blood, 
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King Edward the ſecond. 
Twice was my minionasan exile ſent: 

To forren ſhores, their furie to reftraine; 

And twice againe reuokte with their afſent, 
Who'now no longer able to refraine, 

Prouokte with daily wrongs of his diſdaine, 


He being betrai'd, for:yengeance all do call, 
On Gauers heath where GaueFor did fall. 


They wreake their vengeance in hisrecking blood, 
My ſighes they laugh to ſcorne, whileI lament, 
With faire pretence to further common good 
They vnderprop their cauſe; and to preuent 
The miſchiefe, that may grow. from diſcontent, 
Totracke me Rep by ſtep ineuery thing, 
Whom they do pleaſe,theyplace about their King. 


Feeding on ptiefe for GaveFon decealt, 
Andbluſhing at ſuch-wrong done to my State, 
Reuenge doth burne inmy diſtempred breſt, 
Anger takes hands with griefe, allioyne with hate, 
And to the Peeres threaten pernicious fate, 
Who, leſttimme weaken rage then too too ſtrong, 
Do giue it ſtrength by adding daily wrong. 


In this diflenſion, while on euery hand, 

We for our owne deſtruction doprepare, 

Newes from the North gines vsto vnderſtand, 

How valiant Brewſe in his ſucceſſefull warre 

Againſt our powers doth proſperouſly fare, 
Recovering that from vs againe, with more, 
Which our dread fire had keptfrom him before, 


Beyond the bounds of his owne natiue ſoile, 
Heproudly breakes vpon our bordering coaſt, 
None ſeekes t'opp»ſe, he makes nofaintrecoile; 
The ſpoile and riches of whole countries loſt - *. 


Can hardly.botind the furie of his hoft, 2 1) 64: [hee 
Neuer did borderiffsf6e inuadefofar,Þ: 12d yn 
Or wound our Kingdomerwitbbgreagerdears:'; 22011 5) 
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Tempeſtuous tidings borne on Boreas breath | 

Cooles the hot vengeance ofa wrathfull King, 

And fora while delaies prepared death 

For his proud Peeres, feare from the North on wing 

Comes flying faſt, and bout our cares doth ring, 
Bidding vshaſte, and powre our vengeance forth 
Vpon our foes,that brau'd vs inthe North. 


Muſtering vp troopes of foot-men for the field, 
To paſſe in perſon for this great affaire, 


My hopes on number Ido vainly build:: | 
Our thoughts made aduerſfe by the formeriar, _ . 
Prepare vs miſchiefe in the following war ; | - -. 1 

Difioyn'd in heart, yet ioyn'd inranke we goe,, 

To giue a famous conqueſt to the foe. | 
Stout Brewſe renownes his ſword with-Edwards flight, 2 
Scriuiling, whoſe ftege our reſcue erau'd, cantell -- 1A 7 
Englands misfortune in that haplefle fight ; | "x 
And Banokesborne, who boue her bounds did ſwell D 
With bodies dead, that in that battell fell, - _ - F: " 

.' Abouethebordering brookes bath won.a name; /|,; ... / 

Fam'd for this field thus fought ypon the ſame.” -; . ; ,, ,; 
O noble nation,t'whom true fame hath giuen- | Tc 
A glorious name for deeds accompliſhed, Al 
Equall with any peoples vnder heau'n, | | W 
Be not diſmai'd, 'twas1;'t was Ljtbat led odny jt Bi 
To ſuch miſhap, on whoſe ynhappiec head dl Th 

Heau'n neuer ſimil'd, but with terne lookes till frown'd,.: l 

Till wearied with miſhaps, I was yncrown'd. ky 
O had1 periſht by the ſword of Brewſe, cis bricasd Fan 
And had not been reſeru'd to futuregdaies, 1,017 WM Ha 
To ſee my Pceres with treaſon take a truce, The 
And with their ſwords by all vniuſtaffaies, - , .; | the 
Attempt to hew downe him,wham, heau'n did raiſe: Wh 

Ihad been bleſt, and hathnothu'd torue:;;;!';:;;:: x T 
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Thinueterate wounds of wrong infixt ſo deepe, 
Againſt my Barons in my ſwolne heart, 
With drops of blood now made afreſh to weepe, 
ThatI from Brewſe ſhould thus with ſhame depart, 
Did ſo augment my minds impatient ſmart, 

That by my Pecres mine ire now new ftirr'd vp, 

I with their blood quenchtin Bellonaes.cup, 


What they do plotis by mypowre controul'd, ' 
WhatlI intend, vnreuerendly they croſle; 
| Whatthey do wiſh, I will not; what 1 would, 
They do gain-ſay, though to.a-publike lofle ; 
Thus vpon milſchiefes racket. do we tofle 

The common good, till bandied by vs all 

Into confufions hazard it do fall. 


Both heau'n and earth, as if in mourning clad, 
They did bewaile, what they could not preuent, 
When on our ſelues, our ſeluesno pittie had, 
Denide thoſe comforts in due ſeaſon ſent, 
Which to this nation they before had lent : 
As with their anger they would vs recall 
Fromrunning headlong, where we needs muſt fall. 


Towards th'Articke fide of heau'n ore Albions rocks, 
Ablazing meteor ſtood in th'vpper aire, - 
Which with grim looke ſhaking his dreadfull locks} 
Bids earth 4% , andthe world deſpaire ; 
Then cals the furies with the ſnakie haire, 

To execute that vengeance to ſucceed, 

Which fates for wretched England had decreed. 


Famine, forerunner to deuouring death, 

Hauntseuery coaſt, where food is to be found, 

The fruits areblaſted by her banefull breath, 

She makes the clouds to drop,till that be drown'd, 

Which plenties hand had hidden inthe ground; 
Thea doth ſhe ranſacke both the rich and poore, 
Deuouring all, till ſhe can find no more. 
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Ifeuer pitie moue a ſtonie eie, * 
Let her preſent our age for map of woe, 
There ſce for food, how little infants crie, 
Whom, parents wanting, what they would beſtow, 
With griefe are either forcedto forgo, 
Or elſe with weeping woe tofit them by, 
Till faint for food before their face they die. 


The ſpouſe, that wants to feed her fruitfull wombe, 
Burying the babe, that neuer came from graue, 
Cries in her Deares deare armes for death to come, - 
Who mad with ſorrow and in hope to haue 
Thatleft of death, which loue delſtres to faue : 

A horrid thing to tell, to ſauce his owne, 

Steales others children for to feed ypon. 


When leane-fac'd famine, who with furious thirſt + 

Coaſting the countrie, through che land had run, 

Began to breath as hauing done their worſt, 

That other furie peftilence begun 

To finiſh that, which they had left vndone, 
Who'boue our heads in the infected aire, 


Her poyſned ſhakes for batraile did prepare. 


Her angrie arrowes euery way do flie, 
Thouſands V either hand in death do fall; 
But happie they in bleſſed peace to die, 
Not left with vs to liue, lien death did call, 
To ſee blood-thirſtie warre the worſt of all : 
That vniuerſall lood of woes powre downe 
In ſcas of blood, this wretched land to drowne. 


In midſt of theſe extreames with griefe caſt downe, 
The meaſure of out miſerie to fill, 

My ſtubborne Peers take armes and proudly frowne, 
Threatning in ragethatlittleleftto Gill, 

Ifbaſcly I ſubmit not to their will; 


And exile thoſe, whom they themſclues did'place 


; Inſtead of GaveFtont/atrend our Grace, 
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King Edward the ſecond. 
He that in boſome of a.Prince doth dwell; : - 
And by endeuour ſeekes.ro gaine hisgrace, 
Though for his ſeruice he deſerue it well ; 
Yet as the Deere purſu'd from place to place, - 
The enuious dog will haue him ill in chaſe; 
Danger in chiefeſt ſafetie it doth bring, 
To ſeeme to be familiar with a King, - 


Spenſer, the man, on whom at firſt I rown'd, 
Whom they preferr'd;my GanzeFon being dead, 
Was he, whom they pretend to be the ground 
Ofall their griefe, gainſthim they now made head, 
He was of vs too highly ears : 

Him muſt we baniſh, ſo they thinkeit fir, 

If on our throne in ſafetie we will ſit. 


Viliam de Brewſe inſelling Gowersland 
Toyonger Spenſer from the otherPeeres, 


Who would hauec bought the ſame at Brexſechand, ; - i 
Firſtblew the coles, whence now that flame appeares, | 


Which had been hid in anger many yeares : 
This is the cauſe of their conceiued ire, 
For this in armes gainſtme they do conſpire, 


Diſloyall Lancafer, that did conduct 

The rebels to the field by letters ſent, 

With termes vnfit his Soueraigne will inſtruct, 

Aſſigning daies,within whoſetermament, 

Iſhould reforme ſuch things in'gouernment, 
Which he miſlikes, thus adding to thar fire, 
Which didatlength conſume him in ourire. 


This fire yet burning in our royall breſt, 

The Queene doth with complaint her wrongs prefer, 

That in her progreſle after long vnreſt, 

Our late falſe Steward Lord Badel:ſmere, 

Confederate with rebellious LancaFer, 
Vakindly had deni'd inmy defpight, 

Herlogdging in Leeds caſtle fora night... 
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To makeour furicin reuenge more ftrong, 

Letters from Scotland intercepted were, 

Which touch vs neerer then all former wrong, - 

In number fix; the one of which didbeare 

The armes of Dowglas, ſent to Lancaſter, 
In which the DoWglas to conceale his name, 
Vanto King eArthrr doth diretthe lame, 


Prouokt to vengeance for ſuch treacherous ſpight, 
From London with our royallpowres we paſt, 
Whoſe ſtomackes fill'd with furie for the fight, 
I'vrged forward with the vtmolt haſt, | 
Tolay the Manours and the Lordſhips waſt 

Of ourproud Barons, promiſing forpray 

All that was theirs, that came within their way, 


Newes of th'vnnaturall deeds which they ena 
Vponthe loyall people of our land, 
Haſten vs forward with ſuch ſpeed exact, 
That ere the Mortimers, who both did band 
Themſelues with LancaFter, did vaderſtand 
Ofour approch, our royall armed traine, 
At Shrewsburic did front them on the plaine, 


Far from confederates amaz'd with wonder 
At our approch, both Jaunted to behold 
Our frownes of lightning,and our threats of thunder, 
Hang downe their heads, ſcarce daring be fo bold 
Aslooke on vs, their fainting hearts wax cold, 

And on their knees they fall, in hope toſtay 

Our angrie doome, thatthreatned their decay. 


Yeelding tofateby force of deſtinie, 
| Whoſe | Alu Aces prouidence hath power 
In euery thing enforce neceſſitie, 
We grant them life, reſerving in the tower 
That Mortimer at London for that hower, 

In which by deſtiny it was ſet downe, 


_ Thatthat falſe Lordſhould ruine my renownee | 
T | Marching 
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King Edward the ſecony. 
Marchin 2 more northward fromthe Cambrianicoaſt,:. 
While vengefull breath the fire of furie fans, 


After ſuch good ſucceſſe to bring our hoſt 
To Pomfret, which gainſt vsour Barons mans: 


Atlaſt welitelike flockesoffnow-white ſans .... | uy ; 491 


aſtby the weepingEye;which runneth downe: . '- 
Into the Trentby little Caldwels towne, 


There firſt did Needwoods echoing forreſt tell 
The ſtubborne Barons of our whole intent, 
There firſt they ſeeke our forces to repell, :;; 1111; -.- 
When with their powers.our paſſage topteuent, ben! 
latended ore the [2h of the Trent, | 
They interrupt our purpoſe with proud braues, ; 
On Burton brid ge + ifhic Treats blacke. wauese- | - , 


Therivers watrie wombe did proudly fiwell,:-;-/ +; * 
ASifirt had turn'd rebel with-the foes, | nnic 
Oras if louing either armie well,,, 

It would preuent poore England ofthe ode | 

Which muſt enſue, if both parts came-tohlpes +. -. 
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Her waters roſe beyond their wonred, bounds,; -- Sear lie 0 . | 
And for thtee daies deferr;d yapnacurall. wounds... nacvell 


Aquarius with the foot-bands manly fouphr-! | 
Gainſt thoſe, that on the bridge atiBurton ligod, ; - 
While with our troopes voſeene megalt ahour... ang ve 
Vader the couert pfadewieiwpgd,! i; ct»; 
Diſtant three philes from) theiage, where peck 7 
Th'whole hok did paſſeby ſhallowes lately fund... 
To meete the, Barons vponequall graund.: ;. .,, 


The deadly drum doth tell.the.fogs from far... TH 
The fatall maxchoftbeis. bingKinge.;.-/ {271 -; 
Who ſecing their weaknefle to ſuſtaine the 1WAF: 3) 
Cainſ ſuch a powre, which. with. ys WE. bring, | 
They turne their backey ail iegr theifFcerdoth\ wings. 
Yetſtubborhps ſhillzo pruoke oucirg, ... ;. daigr ogy 
Before they fliczth ;they farthe towneonfues. Tele Yigteg or 
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ms Kung Edward the\ſecond, 
Horrour purſues themevery waythey flieg (701 om coins 
Repentance comes taolate to calme ourfrowne, tk, 
All former wrongs afreſhfor vengeanee crie;” 
They, that did whiloms wiſhthemallrenowne, ' 
By aduerſe Fortune being thus eaft downeg!! 5411 237) 

Lift vp their hands; yet lower to ſupprefſe them; >''! - 

All friends turne foes inpurfuite to diftrefſe chem} 


At Burrough bridgein their voluckie flight, 
Where for thiencounter death didreddieftand, 
They were enforc'd in moſt yhequall fight, '; 


Againſt the tubborne bands of Cumberland : 
Led by ſtout Herckley, who with bold affay 
Ofhis drawne ſword begana bloodieday. 


In mutuall ſlaughter, both thehoftsdo ftand, /- © 1 1 511i t od 

Earth trembling ſhakes beneartehicir trampling feer, |! / 'i/ 

The finging ſhafts thicke loos'd.on euery hand, rice! Vee 

Flie to and fro, then hand to hand they meer, 

Aud wound for wound eachdoth the other greet, - -- -' | - 
While ouer head the/heau'ns remot{efull Rood? wats» 46] 
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King Edward the ſecond. 


Thus hautie LaxcaFer, that did not feare 
To tempt his Soueraignes peace with periur'd hate, 
Who in the morning was the mighticſt Peere 
That 'gainſt his Prince did euer moue debate, 
By night was made the meaneſt in the State, 
In right or wrong, whoeuer lifts his hand 
Againſt his Prince, his cauſe doth ſeldome ſtand. 


Not he alone made forfeitofhis head, 

Who in thisproudrebellion led thering, 

The fatall axe ſtrooke many others dead, 

Hewing downe all, that had conſpir'd to bring 

Their powers for fight againſt theirlawfull King, 
Twice eight great Barons and as many Knights 
In death paid paines for wrong tour kingly rites, 


Oage iufortunate, when ſubieRs pride 

Didforce their Soueraigne.to ſuch deeds of woe, 

That when all men had laid remorſe aſide, 

The Sunne in heau'n his griefe inſhame to ſhow 

Six houres with blood-red cheeks on th'earth below, 
Didbluſh to ſce her foile drinke vp their blood, 
Who living oft in her defence had ſtood, 


Imprudent Prince, ſince rage didliftthy hand 
Tolop the pillers of thy kingdome downe, 
On whoſe ſupportfull powers thy State ſhould ſtand; 
Looke for a ruthlefle ruine of thy crowne, 
Looke helplefſe nowin wretchednefle to drowne: - 
The dance vynto deftruQtion they haueled, 
And the ſame fecting Ithe King muſt tread. 


When th'hand of [owe the mightie men ſhall take 
From any State, for their rebellious pride,, 
By ſuch forefigne this vie we well may make, 
Some after-ſtorme of vengeance will betide 
That haplefſe land, whoeuer it doth guide. | 
The ſad effuſion of the noble blood, of 
Portends confuſion tothe common goods: 
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With dolefull pen I could bewaile their woe, 
Whoſe wofull wants did a'ter proue me weake ; ' 
But far more horrid things we are toſhow, 
To thoſe blacke deeds of 
They before ſpoken did that ice but breake, 
At which wefalling in did helplefle drowne, 
Oucefallen, all do helpe to keepe vs downe. 


Not Herk/eyes treaſcn plottedin thattruce, 
Which for aduancement moſt ambitious man, 
He did intend t'our aduerſarie BreWwce ; 
Nor the new troubles, which Yaloys began 
In our dominions Guien and Aquitaine, 
Shall be the ſubie& of our ſadder verſe; i 
Matter ofmore importance werehearſe. 


O //abe/ my Queene, my vnkind Queene, 
Thy ſhame muti be the tubie& of our ſong, 
Had not the weakneſle of thy faith been feene, 
When faithlefſe thou watt led co do that wrong 
To him that liu'd in love with thee ſo long ; 
That royall blood in Berklie caſtle ſpilr, 
Had now not ſtain'd our ſtorie with thy guilt, 


The ſcene of luſt foreruns the at of blood, 
Priaps doth his luſifull breath inſpire 
Into the Queene, the Oceans wauie flood 
Cannot extinguiſh fancies burning fire, 
Nor coole the ſcalding thirſt of her defire 
With heate of luft her inward heart doth gloe, 
T'impriſoned Mortimer my mortall foe, 


Heere Jct not any take offenſe ſplteene, 
Or taxe theſe rimes, for that to light they bring 
Th incontinence of our diſloyall Queene ; 
Nor thy Muſe grieue thisargumentto ſing, 
Which is confirmed by the wronged King : 
Foule is the fault, though nere fo quaint the skill, 
 "Thatconcealcs iruth toleflen any.W, 
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which we now mult ſpeake: 
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Wigmores falſe Mortimer, (whoſe fatall name 
Vniuocall to him of all his line ; 
Whether from feare of death we fetch rhe ſame, 
Or of the dead ſeas finke we it define, 
The deeds of death renſue doth well divine) 
Reſerued was by fate within the Tower, 
With time to turne the glaſſe ofmy laſt houre. 


On him the Queene by looſe affeRion led 

Did caſt her fancie, burning in the flame 

Ofprivie luſt, which ſtrong defier fed ; 

And wanting her delight in wanton game, 

To coole her luſt-burnt blood with dregs of ſhame, 
Did caſt about how ſhe might him releaſe, 
That he might giue her loue-ficke paſſions eaſe. 


tisnotbands, nor walles, nor thouſands ſpies 
That can the womans wicked will preuent; 
Lerloue intreate, ſet ſhame before her cies, 
Letplighted faith, firſt virgin vow'd conſent, 
And the wombes fruit that giues loue molt content, 
Perſwade with her; yet can they never ſtay 
Her wanton will, if ſhe will go aſtray, 


By lleepie potion of effeRuall power 
Tocharme the ſenſe, whether by her conuey'd, 
Orby himſelte deviſed in the Tower, 
S:graue the Conſtable was captiue made, 
With many more to ſenſeleſſe fleepe betray'd, 
While Mortimer vnthought vpon eſcapes, 
And ynto France his proſperous journey ſhapes. 


Thus far did Fortune with my Queene conſpire, . 
Andafter this good hap to giue full eaſe. 
Vntothe longing thirſt of her deſire, 
Tels her how France invades beyond the ſeas, 
Which vp in armes ſhe needs muſt go _ : 
When reſolution hath prepar'd the will, 
It wants no helpes to further any ill. 
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T0 King Faward the ſecond. 
Through our negle& ofhomage to be made, 
Conſtrain'd thereto by our home-bred debate, 
Ualoysher brother did our lands inuade, 
And through late wounds made in our mangled State, 
In armes vnable to withſtand his hate : 
To treate with him of peace our Queene we ſent, 
In her vow'd faith being too too confident, 


O powre diuine, what mortall wight hath wings 
To foare the height of thy vaknowne decree? 
Reaſon, that hath ſuchpower in ſearch of things, 
Proues then moſt blind, when moſt it ſeemes to ſee, 
In vainly arguing of what mult bee ; 

When reaſon bids no danger to ſuſpe, 

Time haſtens ſwift confuſion ineffect, 


The Queene effeQing that, for which ſhe went, 
With theſe conditions reunites the peace, 
That to ſuch couenants I ſhould conſent, 
Aniou and Aquitaine I ſhould releaſe 
Vnto my ſonne, my title ſhould ſurceaſe : 
And heto France as in fimespaſt 't had bin, 
Should do his homage for his right therein. 


Pleas'd in this peace, my ſelfe, or my yong ſonne 
 Inioyn'd inperſon toconfirme theſe things, 
The Spencer: both being into hatred run, 
Not daring be from vnder my ſafe wings, 
SoabſoJute we thinke the power of Kings, 
Perſwade me heere to ſtay and ſend my ſonne, 


In hope thereby, what they did feare, to ſhun. 


Thus all hands helping, /abe/againe 

To forward that which ſheon foot had ſer, 

] having paſt my title t Aquitaine 

Vntothe Prince my ſonne, ſhe ſees noler, 

But that more eaſly ſhe the reſitmay ger; 
S$o large a ſhare cut from vs by her skill, 


She hopes to haue the whole or want her will, 
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_— obtain'din France what we require, 
She call'd vpon to make returne with ſpeed, 
Pcotracts the time, and feaſting her defire 
Solong with Mortimer, that ſhe doth need 
Excuſe ro warrant her preſumptuous deed ; 
Giues flat deniall to her Lords command, 
Not to returne except with force of hand, 


Many, that wau'ring wiſh'd achange in State, 

And more, that on reuenge ſolong had fed 

For lofle of friends, that fell in that debate 

Betwixt vs and our Barons, daily fled 

Vnto the Queene,whoſe heart being firicken dead, 
As wanting ſtrength to manage her affaire, 
They do reuiue with powre by their repaire. 


While in the French Court, yet vnfrown'd vpon 

By Charlesher brother King, ſhe didabide, 

Our Exceters true Biſhop Srapletor, 

loyn'd in commiſſion with her to decide 

The iar 'twixt vs and France, now ſeeing her pride 
Burſtour in plaine reuolt, returning ouer 


The ſeas from her, didall her drifts diſcouer. 


Thus their cloſe treaſon bare and naked made, 
As bluſhing at their open ſhame deſcride, 
Tocloake the cauſe of their intent t inuade, 
They vow no more to brooke the Spencers pride, 
Nor ſhall the Queene vniuftly be denide 

The preſence of the King, they all will die, 

Or order things that Rand in Stare awrie, 


King Charlesher brother,while they thus deuiſe, 
Whether with our rich gifts orpromiſe won, 

Or with reſpet to his owne royalties, 

Or that he would not be alooker on, 

While vnto maieſtic ſuch wrong was done; 


Firſt wooes our Queene for peace, whom wilfull bent, 


He exiles France to fruſtrate her intent, 
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Who now would thinke that ſhe ſhould euer find 
A hopefull helpe her weaknefle to repaire? 
Bewitching beautie, O how doſt thou blind 
The eyes of man ! thy foule is deemed faire, 
Thy euill good, thy vice a vertue rare : 
In thy diftreſſe although thy cauſe be wrong, 
Thou mou'ſt remorſe and mak'ſt thy partie ſtrong, 


Thoſe yonger bloods, eArthors and Beaumont, 

Without reſpect vnto her cauſes right, 

Thoſe certaine helpes to her do oft recount 

In Heinault to be "noe if ſhe excite - 

The Earle thereof to pitic her fad plight; 
Which by a match pretended hs 4 be done, 
Betwixt his davghrer andthe Prince our ſonne. 


As they gaue counſell,fo it came'to paſſe, 

She rHeinault goes with Beaumont for her guide, 

And with kind welcome entertained was, 

Where while Hemant and ſhe with ioy prouide 

To make his dattghter our yong Edwards bride, 
To England lets turne backe, and ſee at home : 
Hew we prepare againſtthe ſtorme to come. 


Toſtand vponour guard againſt fuch harme, 
And backe our cauſe againtt inuading ill, . 
All caſtles and ttrong holds with men wearme, 
The coaſts are kept, beacons on cuery hill 
Are ſct for ſpies; O had the ioynt good will 
Of ſubiects lovewith me their Soueraigne bin,” 
Th'inuading foeshad found hardentrance in. 


In vaine, O wretched King, thy hopes haue truſt” 
On broken faithes of ſubie&ts daily fleeting : - 
Thy lot is caſt, from throne thou ſhalt be thruſt, 
Thy foes ſhall ofthy ſubieRts'at their meeting, | 
In ftead ofblomes. bs welcom'd with kind greeting : : 
Thou only ſeck'ſt to keepe our h'ynkind Queene, 
_:.; While heere at home worſe dangers are ynſcene. - 
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' Whilſt now my State begins for to decline, 


In whom, alas, ſhould my truſt repoſe? - 
My brother Kerr then reſident in Guine 
For ſome diſpleaſure done to him by thoſe 
Bout vs at home, reuolts vnto our = : 
(O faithleſſe Kerr ) thou artthe firſt ſhalt rue, 
That cuer thou to Edvard waſt vntrue, 


Treaſon Rn, what traytors looke for heere, 
The Queens ſtout champion /ohx of Beanmont comes 
With his proud troopes, three thouſand men well neere, 


. Promis'd rich pay in ranfacke of our ſummes, 


Who now aboord with trumpets and with drummes, 
Vrg'd by the haſtic Queene to launch the deepe 
With winde-wing d failes the ſeas ſoft boſome {weepe. 


O let the windes their forward courſe reſtraine, 

Wing not ſuch miſchiefe to our natiue ſhore, 

Letthe proud billowes beate them backe againe; 

Or if they needs muſt come; let the ſeas rore, 

Hurle them on rockes that they may neuer more 
Be ſeene in England in pretence of good, . 
To bathe their hands in Edwards royall blood. 


Orwell thy hauen firſt didletthem in, . :.;,; 
Harwich with bels did welcome in the ir fleet: 
No ſooner did our //abe/begin 


! 


Toprefle the ſandie ſhore with wanton feet, 


Bur our Earle Marſhall with his poywres did greet 


Her fafe arriue, whoſe part, falſe Peerc, had bin 
To haue oppos'dher at her entrance in. 


The brother to that Lord thatloſt his head, 
Leifters great Earle did now lifevp bis hands, . 
Asin reuenge of LancaFerlate dead, ..;.....;... 
Twhom many a Peergi cktin rehelliofsband. - 
Of grudges paſt, inthe Qu 


ecnes.cquſe doth and; 
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Herfords proud Prelate, Torleton, who before 
Conuidted was for treaſon gainſt his King, 
When armes gainſt vs our ſtubborne Barons bore, 
Shrowded till now beneath the Churches wing, 
Fled to the foes, and in his heart did bxing 
That horrid treaſon hatcht before in hell, 
Cauſe of all after miſchiefe that befell. 


The newes of this new innouation made,. 

And ofthe Aliens lately ſet on land, 

With terrour doth my fainting heart inuade; 

All holds about vs readie open ſtand, 

To yceld pofſefſhonere the foes demand : 
Whoſe firſt ſmal troope how made a mightie force, 
Into the land they take their forward courſe, 


London denies to lend her Sou raigne aid, 

To whom inforc'd atlength to bid adew, 

As doubting there'to foes to be betrai'd, 

With both the Spencers vnto Wales I flew, 

There by ſome powre my hopes yet torenue, 
Hoping amongſt the Welch more faith to find, 
T'whom from my youth I had been euer kind, 


But thus forſaken,whither ſhal Irun? 

Where ſhall I ſhadow me with fafeties wing ? 

Since that a wife,abrother,and a ſonne, 

Purſues a husband, father and a King. 

Pitie adew,my wrong ſhall never wring 
Remorſe from others: Wales conſpires my woe, 
And with falſe England turnes ynto my foe. 


Purſu'd on every hand, and forc'd to flie 
My native ſoile to ſhitti deaths dangerous dart, 
My fortunes on the ſurging ſeas to trie 
In a poore barke, from England we depart 
| Toth'Ile of Lunday with ant heauic heart, 
Whom from the maine land Seuerne doth diuide, 
.'. Inwhich wehopein fafttic rv abide; 
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But eu'n that little good dpth ſeas denie, 
With angrie looke the heau'ns behold the maine, 
Guſt after guſtthe winged winds doflie 
Vpon the waues, who puſt with proud diſdaine, 
Will vs deuoure or drive vs backe againe: 
As if too,gmuch they thoughr that lictleland 
For him that late had Kingdomes at command, 


Remorſelefſe waves haue we a kingdome loſt, 

And yet our barke do ye denie to bring 

To this ſmall plot of ground two miles atmoſt, 

O woe to tell that once ſo greata Kin 

Should ſtoope his minde vnto fo ſinall'a thing, 
Content to ſharc the meaneſt part ofmany, 
And yet deni'd tobe poſleſt of any, 


Long did we wreſtle with the waues and winde, 
Bur all in vaine we ſtrive, for never more 

Shall friendlefle Edward any comfort find : 
Ourbarke diftreſt, her tackle rent and<ore, 
Atlength arrives vpon Glamorgan ſhore, 


Where Spencer, Baldocke, Reding marktfor death, 


Go all with me tacaſtle called Neath; 


With vaine ſuppoſe of fafetic in that hold, 

While there in ſecret we our ſelues repoſe 

To the Lords Zoxch and Leefter we are fold, 

Who by rich gifts often corrupting thoſe 

That our vnknowne abode could beſt diſcloſe, 
With violent hands do ſeaſe their wiſhed pray, 
And beare vs thence cach one a ſeucrall way, 


Leiter, thy King isnow thy captiue made, 
Revenge is in thy hand, where is thy ſplecne? 
Though vnto thee thy Soueraigne was betrai'd; 


This be thy praiſc,thou wouldſtnot with our Queene 


In Edwards wrongs be any derper ſeene; | 
While in thy Killingworth thy King remaines, 
Nought doth he want that 9 Tr pertaines. 
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With a ſtrong guard from ſtarting there keptlure, '' 
Our friends meane time being ſeas'd on by the foe, - 
Both Spencers, Reading, Daviel, Milcheldenre 
In death do happily ſhut vp their woe,” 

As pointing out the way that we muſt go : 
Baldecke in priſon by a milder fate, » 
Struck dead with griefpreuents their deadly hate. 


They, that vnto the King induc'd by reaſon 

Did loyallproue, were traytots to the State : | 

O impious age, when truth was counted treaſon, 

Heere noble Arwndell L waile thy fate, | 

Whoſe blood drunke vpby Mortimer ſterne hate, 
Did manifeſt the ſpleene, on which he fed 
Againſt his King, for whom thy blood was ſhed. 


Since they by death toffence haue paid their due, * 
Who late alone in your difpleafure ſtood, 
Whom ſhould your deadly hatred now purſue ? 
If they were only foes to common good, 
That made you fatisfaRion with their blood : 
Why is your Liege Lordasa common foe. 
Reſeru'd a captiue Princefor worſer woe? 


Bloodie reuenge your hatred cannot bound, 

So wilfully to greatermiſchiefebent, | 

The poore impriſon'd King muſtbe vncrown'd, 

At London by the States in Parlament, 

It is decreed by mutuall conſent; 
Edward muſt be depos'd from royall throne, 
Where he had fate now twice ten yearesand one, 


O righteous heau''ns, if ye haue powre oppoſe - 
Fraile mans vnrighteous Zane nf in euery thing ; 
Then ſuffer nor, ah ſuffer not my foes | 
Thus to go on, that are about to bring 

Such wofull ought toawretchedKing : 


Inthrallthongh T abide, this grace yet gilie,/ _ 
That Iatleaft captive King maylive, 


Strengthned- 


INFtMg Cawara tne Jeong. 
Strengthnedby will, though notby force of lawes, 
To Killingworth thappointed Statesare come, 
Where, as in cenſure of ſome weightic cauſe, 
Twentie and foure agreed ypontheir doome, 
1n order fit withina goodly roome, 
And thither do thcir King to judgement call, 
Who ſhould haue fate chicfe Iudge abouethemall. 


From ſecret cloſet, though alas full loath, | 
Forth am I brought in mourning weeds,that ſhow 
His griefe of mind, whoſe bodiethey do cloath; 
And when I would conceale my inward woe, 

With head declining downeas I do go, 
' Thegriefe I would not ſee, I fec inteares, 
Which fallen from mine cies the pauement beares. 


In preſence being come and filence made, 
Torleton, whoſe lookes did wound me with deſpaire, 
A man in tongue moſt powerfull to perſwade, 
Stands vp, and as deſign'd for this affaire, 
Doth in few words efteCually declare 

The connion prophes will, the Peeres conſent 


That I thenceforth refigne my gouernment. 


O heere, what tongue can ynto vtterance bring | 

The inward griefe, which my poore heart did wound? 

Sofaritpaſtall ſenſe in ſorrowing, 

Paſſion ſo pouwrefully doth ſenſe confound, 

Thatina ſwoune Ifalling on the ground, 

j+ Faine would haue di'd, bur Leiter ſtanding by 
Steps in, and doth that happineſſe deny. 


Recall'd from death by thoſe that ſtood about, 
When breath through grieued breſt found paſſage free, 
In theſe ſad words my woes I breathed our : 
OpowrefullGod, fince tis thy will that wee 
Doleaue our crowne, I grudge not thy dectee ; 
Thou art moſt iuſt inall,thou gau't a crowne, 
Butah, mine owne miſdeeds haue caſt me downe, 
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To youl yeeld what wrong doth wreſt from me, | 
Since with one voice ye ſay it muſt beſo, 

And beg this mercie in my miſerie; 

That fince your hate hath broughtme to this woe, 

It heeremayend, no further ler it goe. 

ZZ, 5-— He whom once King your hate could not forgiue, 

— —— WillbenoKing ſohehauefeauetoliue, 
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Heere teares did choake the end ofmy ſad words, 

And while my ftatein ſilence T deplore, 

Truſſellinname of all the Engliſh Lords 

Renouncing th homage due tome before, 

Depriues me of the ſame for euermore; . | 
Leauing his Liege that was of moſt command, 
The moſt deieRed ſubieR of thisland, 
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But Steward of our houſe in th'open hall, 
Protracts no time by any long delay, 
But breaking of his rod before them all, 
Reſfignes his office, all depart away, - 
Many that would inloue, yet dare not ſtay : 
This was my fate, thus did falſe fortune frowne, 
Ah God that euer King was ſo.caft downe ! 
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Yet fortune hath not ſpenther vtmoſt hate, 
With patience we muſt arme our ſelues more ſtrong, 
Scarce will fraile earcs belicue what werelate, 
When now thy Muſe ſhall tune her mournefull ſong, 
To fadder times that ſhe may waile that wrong, 
To which with griefe for guide wenow proceed, 
Whoſe woes wil make the hardieft heart to bleed. 
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Our icalous Queen, whom conſcience doth torment, 
Fearing leſt LeiceFer ſo nearealli'd, 
In pitie of our ſtate ſhould now relent, 
Tels Torleton of her doubts what might betide, 
If in his keeping we do ftillabide, | 
Who fearing vengeance for his owne offence, 
_ Giues key his counſell co remoue me thence, 


"14 Leiter 


King Edward the ſecond. 

Leiter conſtrained by expreſſe command, |: ': 

Tothe Lord Berkley doth his charge reſtore, 

Whence he conueies me with an armed band 

Vnto his caſtle ſeated neare the ſhore, 

Gainſt which great Seuernes raging wauesdo rore: 
Bur Berkley, thou with Leier art too kind; i 
Edward with thee doth too much fauour find, 


% 


Oh gentle Berkly, whither wilt thou go? 
Why doſtnor ſtand by thy fad Sou'raignes fide? 
For pitie leaue him not vnto ſuch woe, | 
Which Gomrneyand CMHarrexers do prouide, 
Such woe did neuer any King betide : © 
But with command they come, thou muſt depart, 
Andleaue thy King, although with heauic heart. 


To Gorrneyand Matreners by decree 

In his owne caſtle he reſignes his right; 

Wholeſt that any friend ſhould privie bee- 

Tomyabode, do beare me thenceby night 

Vnto Corfe caſtle, whence with more deſpight 
Through draknefſe and blind waies in poore array, 
ToBriſtow caſtlethey dome conuey.. 73:17 ON 


By night conuey'd thus rudely toand fre, 

Leſtby my friends fromthem Ireſewd bee, 

Atlaſt fince none, whom.they dofeare, do know: 

Where Iam now become, they doagree | | 

To Berkley backe againe to gowith mee, +- 
Staying a time, tiltnight with dewie dampe 


| Should choake daies lightand putourt Phebr lampe.. 


Then do they ſet me on abeaft foreworne 
In Read of ſtately Reed, whereontoride, 
And for no crowne I had my head radorne,;:- - 
\ BareIdofir, except the heau'n tohide - 
- My woefull head all couering they denide,. | | 
While ſharp winds in my Ss e weather blowes; 
And with their nipping cold augments niy woes, - 


When 


70 King Edward the ſecond. 


When out of Eaſt the day beganto peepe,:'' |; -: 
Who, as if ſhe my rycfull caſe did mone,... | | 
Vpon my head her dewie droppes did weepe, :- | 
The right hand way they left and journ'iing on, || 
Whrre Scuernes filucr waues dothplay ypon is 
The mariſh greene, they forced me to light, 
There to have ſlaine:my heart with ſad deſpightr. 


In ſtead of royall chaire;theyfet mt downe 
On a mole-hill (was never King fo vide) 
And Gourney,wretched marifipRead ofcrowne 
With wreath of grafſe myroyalhbrowesabuſde, 
Patience perforce it might not betefuſde.; 
Then while in wretched caſe my hands I wring, 
In ſcorne the villaines bid auaunt fir King. 


While thus Ital carefull comfortleſſe, 

With pitiorft ſookes caſt ypin wofull wiſe, 

Calling the heau'ns to witneſle my'diſtreſle, 

In ſtead of teares, the ſtarres like weeping cies 

Drop downe theirexhalationsfrom heakina ; 
And Tithoss bride new riſing frombeg bed, 
Beholds their leaudnefle with a bluſhing red, 


Yetto my plaintsno pitie they do yeeld; - -/ 
But bent to adde more griefe to my diſgrace, * 
In ruſtie murren with foule water fill'd, 
A villaine comes with handsvncleane and baſe,” 
To ſhaue the heare both from my head and face: = 
Who, when warme water I defire to haue, | 
Replies, that:cold will ſerue his turne toſhaue. 


With eyes full burthned with a ſhowre of teares, 

Do ye, quoth I;now helpe me with your might | 

To waile the ſorrowes, which my-ſad {ſoule bearss, TR” 

Open your floud-gates wide, and in.theirfight | 

Let vs haue water warme intheir deſpight : 
This ſaid; thereares did-downe my checkes diftill, 
Asif they froue refloRtmywotullyillc : | 
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Hence 


Hence in this piight to Befkley am Ibrought, ' 101! - 
Where bidding comforteuermorefarewelly / : | 


) " - 7 , 


And feeding long on care andpenfiue thought, 

Atlength Iam ſhut - in darkſome cell, 

There to the ſenſelefle walles my griefetorell, -. > | 
Deni'd the comfort of heau'nscommonlight,. - 
Bound whileIliuveto liueinendleflenight, - 


My terne tormentors moued with remorſe, 

Wiſh death to end my miſerable care; 

Yetnature will not violently force 

Way toa lingring death,they do prepare 

By 2d ,lon : ——_ ad ny fare; 
But, Iceven made infeaſible in woes, 
Suffer with patience all they cag impoſe. + 


In hollow vault, through which the channell paſt - 
From forth the towne beneath my chamber flore, - 
Dead carcaſſes and loathed things they.caſt, * | 
Whoſe grieuous ſtinch did grieuem Gafwmace 
Then all the griefe that] endurdbetfore;_ 
And fore'd me ſearch the walles for open Wy | 
To ſome without towaile my woefulbcale;!: 


Vpon a time I through acrannie ſpi'd 

Men hewing timber onthe greene faſt by, - 

To whom with drearie deadly voice I cri d, 

O who will helpe me-wrerch;thar heere dolie 

In torment worſe thendeath, yet cannot die ? 
Ifany there do mourne mans wretched caſe, 
Helpe me,ah belp:me from thisloathed place. 


The poore mens hearts arepierc'd with point of woe, -: 


And trembling horror. doth theirhearts appall 
For ruth of wronged King caſt downe fo low; 
Vnable rhelpe me, vnto God they call, © - 
That he may yeeld reliefe to wofull thrall » 
Who giuing earexo mineand their requeſt, 


_Aclengthindeathvdoth give mydorrowesreft,: > 
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Miſchicfſe 


2 FKing\Eawardthe ſecond. 


Miſchiefe from thoſe that guiktie of offeace ::|- : ©, -'; | 


Did wiſh my death itiletters ſent doth bring - 

A darke Enigma bearing double ſenſe, : : -- 

Which is vapointedleft a doubtfull thing, 

Either to kill ornotto killthe King, | 
As jp ſuch tearmes King Edyards blood to ſpill 

Refuſe yenotto feareIcountitilL. $1 


The bloodievillaines conftruing the ſame 

Vnto that ſenſe, for which itthen was ſent, 

Watch for the night, whoſe cloudie cloake of ſhame 

With darkneſſe frouid conceale their damn'd intent, 

Day did abhor the thing 'bout which they went, 
And fled away, grim nighton th'carth did frowne, 


AndlIin carefull bed had laid me downe, 


Where for muſitian that with ſweeteſt breath, -. 
Had wont to lull my watchfull ſenſe afleepe: 
The ghaſtly Owle the fatall bird of death, 
That on my chamber walles her Inne did keepe 
In my poore trembling heart impreſſed deepe, 
The feare of death with hertoa deadly note 
| Which oft ſhe ſhriked throvghher balcfull throte, 


The murmuring noiſe ofthe rude watersrore 

Which not far thence into the ſeas do fall, 

Where Seuernes billowes do beat ypon the ſhore, 

 Andbellowing winds which iuſlling gaioſtthe wall 

Like deaths ſhrill whiftlersat the craniescall, 
Through darknefle and deepcfilence of the night, 
Our troubled heart with. horror doth affright. 


On fearefullthingslong miuſing Ido lie, - 

At laſt with ſleepe oppreſ, in ſlumbercaſ; 

Vpflew the doores and in the murderers flie, 

At which awakt, and ſuddenlyagaſt, £746 

Asfrom my naked bed 1 thoughtthave paſt, | _ 
They with rude handsdobold me downeþy force, 
While wich vaine-wordsIfſecke to moue'remorſe. 
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Ring Edward the ſecond. 
Ye deadly inftruments of others ill, _ 
Grant one requeſt, which dying Ido craue; 
Since ye be bent this royall blood to fpill, 
Send me not hence with torture to the graue; 
Tis life ye ſeeke,the only thing 1 haue; 
Which yet ſhall yade on wings of willing breath, 
Since better tis todie then liue in death, 


. By this they with maine ftrength do me compell, 
F: Strengthleſſe for breath to yeeld to their intent: 
£ Andthen,O horrid, ſhamefull thing to tell, 
By force they thruſt an hollow inſtrument 
Much like atrumpe into my fundament, 
By which they do preuentthe mone I make 
By ſudden death, as thus to them I ſpake: 


' Ah why, why thus torment ye me with ſmart? 
Leaue off to grieue :not one word more I ſaid, 
They had by this time thruſt me to the hart 
With Reele red hot: toſleepe me downeT laid, 
And with the pray'rs which godly folke had made, 
When from the caſtle they did heare my cries, 
My ſoule on mercies wings did clime the skies, 


Thus hauing heard my lamentable fall 

Procur'd by tubborne Peeres diſloyaltie, 

And peoples wilfull hate, the ſpring of all 

Firſt lowing from deceitfull flarterie, 

That deadly bane tall princely royaltie : * 
Amongſt the reſt in place with painfull pen 

Inſert it for a Mirrour ynto men. 
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THE LAMENTA: 


BLE LIVES AND DEATHS OP 
THE TWO YONG PRINCES, Epvvard 
the fifth, and his brother RicnaRd 

Duke of Yorke, 
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H affliftions which this wronged King did beare, 
He dead, ſaid Memorie,renenged were : 
Like Vulcans bride, at Nottingham, his Queene 
In th armes of Mats-lhe Mortimer was ſeene; 
He for (uch deeds, as all true honor ſtainer, 
By ignominious death did pay int pames; 
By righteous doome tilldeath ſhe liu'din thrall, 
Within the circuit of a caitles wall::, 
Her fir#t-borne ſonne, the ſecond Edwards heire, 
(She being to French King Philip call d the faire, 
Left lining of his line ) by —_— claime._ 
Unto ht right in France, and gain d the ſame. 
He dead, the ſecond Richard, ſecond ſaune' 
To ht: firt-borne, his fatallraipne be onne b Ds 
Richard depos'd, Hentie _ the throne, 
Heire to Dake lohn, King Edwards fourth borne ſonne, 
He diſpoſeft LordRoger Mortimer, 
. ichard dates proclaim d apparant heire, 
-/þoþal Duke Lionels daughter for his mother, 
Edwards third ſorne, to Tohn che elder brother : 
Yet did this Henrie after much vnreit 
Die in the throne of Englands crowne poſſe#t ; 
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| Thetwoyong Princes, 
And to his Hentie did bequeath the ſame, | 
The fifth and moi i[luft rate f thatname : 

Who in thoſe few yeares of his happie raigne 

Did the French crowne to Englands right regaine ; 
Didin his manly prime, left bi  youg ſonne © 
Henrie the ſixth to ſit vpon the throne : 

Gainft whom Plantagenet, Yorkes noble Dake 
Stood for hzs right, who hzs int title tooke 

From Lionel, fourth by deſcent from him; - 

Tetin bis quarrel loft both life and lim : 

His ſonnes reneng d his death, put Hentie downe, 
Edward his elde$t did obtaine the crowne 

ſnpeace retain d it, left it tohu heires, 

Whoare the next, that in their turne appeares; + 
For they except, heere none exempted 4 

Since the ſad ſecond Edwards trapedie. 

Two noble youths are left in yonge#t yeares 

Puto the guidance of the iarring Peeres, 

Edward theeldeft comes from LudloWes towne - 
To Londow, with intent to tabe the crowne, 

His vncleRivers, Vaughan and LordGrey 
ByGloſters plots, who ſought their lines decay, 
From hims remoned are, yong Yorke his brother 
Deth flie to ſanftuariewith his mother ; - 

Whom Richard hi falſe vncle thence doth bring 
Into the Tower wnto the uncrown 'd King : 

Uſurps the croWpne,puts both the youths ta death, 
Who twixt the ſheet sbetrard; expire their breath : 
The truth of which that we may heere partake, 
Their princely gho#ts let Fame from ſleope awake. 


Another Argument. 


At Fames firit call the Princes both aſcend, 
And both by twrne do tell their trrgicke ends 


T he two yong Princes. 
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Richard, 


a7 Hat witſoſharpe isfound in ageor youth, 
'\\ ( {| That can diſtinguiſh truſt from treacherie ? 
AAA Falſchood puts on the face of ſimple truth, 
{2 Andmaskesin th'habir of plaine honeſtie, 
When ſhe in heart intends moſ villanie : 
The Panther with ſweet ſauour ofher breath 
Firſt charmes their ſenſe, whom ſhe hath mark for death, 


Of which that future time may mirrours haue 
By the fourth Edwards murdered Progenie, 
Vp, (brother) vp.andlet vs leaue our graue 
In this nights viſion call'd by Memorie, 
To tell the truth of our fad tragedie, 
Thar Princes happily by vs may learne 
Truſt from falſe treaſon truly todiſcerne, - 


And thou O mournefull Muſe, that didft of yore 
Th'iniuriouswrongs of many a Prince complaine, 
Helpe two Fpofor Princes tqdeplore 
The wretched fortunes which they did ſuſtaine. 
Matter thou haſt that fits a ruthfull ftraine, 
How Richards treaſon twixt the ſheers did ſmother 
The infant orphants of his Kingly brother, 


r T9» ., hs 
T he tw) youp Princes. 
That we may keepe decorum in diſcourle;' 
 Andinto order may digeſtitancll, O12 2465 ATED 
Letys alternally ſucceed in courſe : i: | INTITLE: 
And that we turne by turne may truly tell 
Ofeuery circumſtance, as it befell, 
(Brother) do you begintomind to call 
Our yncles treaſon andvurtragicke fall.” 
Edward. 
Muſt I begin thoſe bloodte pathes to goe, 
Iawhich the prints of G/o#ters ſteps remaine? - 
Draw neere { ax all, thatliſt to heare'of woe, 
And while our reftlefle wrongs Ido cemplaine, 
Ifyou lament our loſle of lifeandraigne, ' 
Your fighes ſoftbreathed in fill lakes of pitic, 
Bethe fad muſike to our dolefull dittie. 


The ſonnes we are of that renowned Lord 
Edvarathe fourth, who did the right reſtore 
To Yorks againe with his viRtorious ſword ; 
Which Laxcafer in three deſcents that wore, 
The royall crowne had kept from vs before, 
Ending thoſe iarres, which Gawnts ambitious ſon 


- With royall Richards blood had firſt begun. 


Three brothers had he, whom by fates ſterne will, 
Remorleleſſe death vntimely did deuoure, 
Rutlands yong Earle, whom Ciffords ſword did kill, 
Clarence, that Duke,who inthefarall Tower 
I-Malmſey Bur did meethis liueslaſt houre : 
' Richard the yongeſt, who was ſain'd with guile 
OſZarexce blood and ours, both which he ſpilc. 


Othat defire of rule ſo much ſhould blind 

Theeyes of men, or that to gaine accrowne, 

The godlike part of man, th immortall mind 

Ofwrathfull heau'n ſhould dare r'incurre the frowne, 

And caſt it ſelfe from glorie headlong downe! | . 
O foule ambition, had thy guilt nor ſtain'd 


This tyrants deeds, what gloric had he gain'd? 
_ Cce Fog 


738 Thetwoyong Princes. 
For though, he from his motherspaiofull throwes,:! 7: 7: 57. 5:7 
Mark't for a plague into the world was brought; 11: +» 571) bh 
Yet with his ſword gainſt our Laveattrianfocs: ' -!!t 11s 76, 
In many bloodie broiles temanly fought; + | .- 
And by his courage high achicucynents wrought, - - 

Great Warwicke, Oxfard, Elifardand:the reſt, - 

Did finde a valiant hcrt uy! Richardsbrett. 

LT 

But where are now thoſe deedes,or wha can ſay, 
That they with praiſe doe-glorifie hisname ?: 
How can he euer hope to wipe away; :/:{ 361'; |!- 1-4, 
Thoſe ſpots of blood yporrthedactof-Famey). (+ 
Making his deeds to bluſh-aghis o0wne ſhame?. , 

What decdes af farne he did are,nqthis owne, 

His euill deeds remaineto hitnalone. 


With their ſhed blood thy liges I, willnot ſlaine,- ;- 

Whom wrackt by troapsto graue.his hand did ſend, 

To him in his ſucceedin gxragicke; ſtraine, | 

The fad report thereof Idogcommedd); - 

Enough it is to tell of our owne end, F 
To which I will proceede, firſt farting domne © '- 1 1; 4. 
The plots our vncle vidtobmingtheicrowne.... *: 1c: 


When on the throne my kingly father ſat, -. 
All noiſe of warre new huſht cuerfin the greene 
Of peace late growne, diſcord did ſer debate 
Betweene the kindred of our: mother-queene, - ; 1, 
And twixt the pecres, who;with malienant{pleene,  .,. 
Did ſwell to fee them fauord ofthe King, 
From whence our futureryine firſt did ſpring, 


On this as on a platformefirrag and ſure, 

Gloiter did build his hopes for, future daies ; 

Yet Englands Edwardibopinig to procure ;, Gt 

Peace twixt both parts, 'did ſeeke by oft aflaies* 

T appeaſe the ſtrife, which pruic hate did raiſe : 
Andat his death did cauſe them each ro other 
To giue their faith; as brother ynto brothes,. 
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With miſchiefe at her heels ofe hedge andheartr” SINLESTENG 
To Ludlowe came, where then we kept oureoure; IDtte 1196 #1 
And there with pallidlookes halfe ont of breath, HICLOD ON VE 
She tels the tidings of caif fathers death; '// 
Bidding me now bewate vnhappie fate, 1277/7 _ 


Andlooke about in this'new' change of State; © 


I Though time with ſo few yeeres my youth 'F#d'erowhd, 
y That yer ſcarſe fourteen tires the heauenly'Ram 2 
Had puſh't his hornes againſtthes eayeant bound, £25271 10 

Since firſt into the'workd to lighirÞ came; © 2.17 
Yet of my fathers death, When luckteſſ fame ME IITTER 
Had rung the dolefull-knell;rhen did Iknow- * © 
The danger which Iwas'to yndergoe. SEG: 


Nurſt from my cradle intrue diſcipline, nd 1031 = 2-vino"? 3A. 
In my weake childhood Thad ſeand this theime/< 22 
That if th'ambitious with cleereſfighted eyne* *'* 
Could but diſcerne whatfortune gave to them, / 
| When they had gain'd a kingdomiesDiadem, © ' 
They would account that day' their bliflets6enide,: a 
In which their ſteps the thronedid firſt aſcend, **** 


Our yncle Riners, who my Gardian was, 
With vsat Ludlowe,thenbeing' reſident, OR 
Did muſter vp hispowerswirhysto paſſe» 7 oy - 
To London byſhproioutnies; with. 1K 25195015 2 200” 
All danger inourpaf{ageyoprenent; 0 ONO! 
But G/oFeer did intrappebortkhim and me, © * $. 
And by his plots didf idfruſtrate his deeree; © M2608 


By wicked wits, the Queerehe tothperſwade,, ? OV! be 
To thinke that ſmceby/her dercafet King, '*- 00 
Betwixt the Pcercsarynion had beenet made, 
With ſuch a power, jy wwerea dangerous thing, - 
The Prince her fonne, to:Eondon ypto bring : 

Diſtruſt might ſoonediflinberhequierRate, 

And giue new life to theold dead debate, - 
Ccc2 | Blinded 
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Blinded with this deceit; out:carefull mother 
DireQs her letters,bearing ſucheffe&.. i | 
Vnto our vncle Kixers, her deare brother, 
Who doubting leſt his foes might ought obie& 
Thaue gone amiſle, while he did ysprate@t, 
Diſmiſt his powers, and only did retaine 


Thoſe,that before were of our daily traine, 


All readie now to hoiſe vp happie faile, 
For London weour fatal] courſe do ftere, 
Our hopes do promiſe ys a proſperaus gale ; 
But once ſet forth, clouds thicken.inthe cleare, 
A ſtorme before vs plainly dorh-appeare, 
And witha guſt in  gultc of woe caſt downe, 
Vnhappic I made ſhipwracke of my crowne. 


At Stonie-Stratford, being-ypon;my-way, 
The bloodie Bore, myyucle; that did aime 
At Englands Diadem by our decay,,'- // 
With that falſe Duke, difloyall B»ckinghow, 
With ſhow of humble loue'in preſence came; 
Bur after tender of their, dutjes done; :. 
To put their plot in praQtiſe they begun, -. 


They falſely did accuſe of treacherie 

My two halfe brothers by our mothers fide, 

Lord Marqueſſe and Lord Grey, then ſtanding by, 

ObieQing gainſtthem both, that prickt withpride' 

They ſought the Realme and me, yet yong to guide 
And with our yncle Reers, thou be to bring 
The noble Peeres in hatred with the King. 


Without refpe vnto Qur princely State, 

With violent hands they beare them both away, 

Too weake were we of power Cauert that fate, 

Which in our fight did threaten their decay, 

Our words were weaker, GloFer bore the ſway : 
Riners my vncle, Vaughan, Greqall three, 
After that time I never more did ſee; . - 


'd 


The two. youp Princes. 


Rob'd of my friends, to Londonwe areled, 
Vpon the way mourning with-fighesand teates, /- 
The wretched fate to fall ypon mythead,/ 
Griefe with a multitude of penſiue feares 
Fits heauie on my heart; yet in my cares 

Glefter to pleaſe me, fingsthis Syrens ſong, 


All ſhould be well, when nouglit was mentbut wrongs © 


Conuey'd to London, where while I abide ”* 
Within the Biſhopsplace, I little knew 
Ofany ridings, that did thenberide, 
The tyrant, (brother Zorke;) then aim'datyou 
To haſten that, which afrer did'enſuet! '» 05; 
Then take your turne againe, andbriefclytell, 
What in my abſence vntoYoubefell, 
Richard. 
Iſhall obey, and truly bring tolight - 
Ofperiurd Peeres, to rob ys of our right; i” 
How our Queene mother carefull of ys both, 
With me to holy ſanQuarie goth, 
And efour yncles plots to bring me thence, 
Which was the only barto hispretence.. 


The darke diſſebling, andthe much yntroth a6: F 


When Fame with tetrourvnto our Queene mother, 
Then dewing our dead fathers cheekes with teares, 
Broughtthe ſurpriſe ofher two ſonnesand brother, 
O how thoſe ridin gstingled inhereares! - * 
Suſpitious thoughtsbegaxa thouſand feares, *' 
Forecafting by that vnexpeRed harme, - 
The greater miſchiefe ofa following ſtorme, 


In this diſtraction ofa:doubtfull mind 


In change of ana toe crofſe fortunes frowne, 


And doubring in diftrefſefull timesto find; * '' 
Her friends tutn'dfoes ro helpe:o plucke vs downe, 
And to bereaue vs of our fatherscrowne : 

With me to ſagftuarie ſhe did goe, 

Thereto renainedniafeticfrom our foe, 
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Of which, whcn tidings tothe-tyrant came, 

As one depriued of nis wilhedpray; ' ; 

«lis wits beſt engines hg beginstoframe, 

And if they faile, he doth refolue raflay-. 

With hands prophane to fetchme - «41 away : 
While from his reach I thereidid 207% Orr | 
He could nog fluiſh-what he had begun,".» /- > 


Which our Queene mother didpreſage before, 

And thought by force of ſanQuaries right, 

Safely to ſhield vs from the cruell Bore, | 

Who with his tuskes the elder durſt not fi mite, | 

Whilel the yonger liv'd inſuchafe plight; -- _ -- ( 

- By death of ttronc;thecrowne how could: he gaine, 
If th'other after liuing did remamme ? 


The ſubtill tyrant to effe his will, ;;.;;.- + ed 
This faire pretence ynto.the Fees doch frame, 197 Nh 
That for th'auoiding of a generalliJl, .”- 190 5; 
Since to the Prince andthemit: Was2a ſhame, 
Thar cauſclefle I ſhould ſanQuarieclaime; .. + 
Vnto the place he thoughtirn@offenct, ->[;/ 1131 1h 
If not by peace, by faxea x, 6 2814 ai? 


Yetto obtaing,our, mother Queenes canſent, . 
Vnto the place before he offer WrOBgs 5 
The Cardinallpf Yorke forthatintent |: ,; 11 112 ol 


A man graue, ſober, ſubtzll, wiſtardfirong- -: 530 


Tocharmean pt np wen. DO 13 2140135Gtu? 
He doth ſele& to furtherthisaffaire, » rc 17 tn 
And to his vnknowne plots Way toprepare. 


When he with many more jnpreſencecam&; 1: 51l ib 21ſt ti 
 Hewith faireprech begingtogreetour: mockery i. to $2c0tdo al 
Then tels, how to theiPrinceiit:was aſhame;!. efiidiuol bank 
That ſhe ſhould keepe me there, asif onebrocher brim 1H 
Didliue in dread of danger by the other, :: TITLE 4 


What gricfe my abſence was vnto theKingy I 
What comfort by,my preſence Lihouldbring.»: "7 02 5724 T 
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Proceeding on vnto the futureilt,; | 

Which might enſue by ouer much diſtruſt, 

The ſtrengthning ofher inconfiderate will, 

With nGuaries gift by claime vniuſt, -  -/ 

The priuiledge of the place by them diſcuſt, 
Found not of force toher to-yeeld the ſame, | 
Who did not truly want, what ſhe did clame. 


The Queene effeQuall y doth anſivere all, 
He turaes replie, ſhe doth rejoyne againe,, 


| Andputs ſuch queſtions tothe Cardinall,/ 


Thatat a 9o»p/#s ſet, he dothremaine: | 

Iifilent pauſe, till chaft in tearmes more plaine, 
He threatfully declares the Peeres pretence, 
Who had decreed by forceto fetch me thence. 


With this hard ſpeech, our mother inaffright, 
Round ſet with doubts,not knowing when or where, 
She fafely might conuey me from their fight; | 
In filence ſtands, her lookes bewrayespale feare, 
Which ſhe would vtter;yetdoth oftforbeare, 
Till taking me by th'haid, fighes forcing teares, 
And teares fad words, no longer ſhe forbeares. 


Bchold, ſaid ſhe, I to-your truſt commit 
This noble Tmpe, whom with the Prince his brother, 
When in the generall judgement God ſhall fir, 
Tatyour hands will aske \fones with the mother, 
What may betide him takento another : 

Imake no doubt, but ye will faithfull be, 

Yet others may deceive both you and me. 


Heere Irefigne, andatthat word ſhe paus'd, 
Asloth ſo ſoone to partwith ſuch a thing; 
Then with a ſigh to ſhew, that griefe had caus'd 
That filent pauſe, to you, quoth the, I bring 
Thisroyall iffue of a late dead King z 
Yoursbe the charge, vnto the child proue true, 
Which ſaid, ſhe thus gaue memylaſtadew, 
Ccc 4 
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Farewell my little ſonne, God bethyaid;': >: 521 # 
With that ſhe turn'd about, and weptfor woe; © 
' Thenbeing about to part,ſhe turn'd and ſaid, 
Kiſle me my ſonne, kifle me before thou go, 
When we ſhall kiſſe againe, owrGod doth know': 

We kiſt, ſhe ſigh'd, Fweptanddidrefuſe 

So to depart from her ; but could not chuſe, 


Leaving the Queene, I abſent, to deploreme, 

\ ForthatI wasan infant then inyeares, | 

To the Star-chamber in their armes theybore me; 

Where ourfalſe vncle to delude the Peeres, | 

My penſiueneſle with words of comfort cheeres 
Now welcome from my heart my'Lord, quath he, 
Then tooke mein his armes and kifledme.. 


Thence (brother ynto you I was conuey'd - , '/2: 
Then in that place, where LondonsPrelats dwell, 
Whence like two lambes vnto a wolfe berrai'd; + 
Wetothe Tower wereled :wherewharbefell,. 
Since it concernes yourmolt, you beſt carrtell:'// 

Be it your turne,orr forrowes to Leplore, 

For 1, alas, for ſighes can fay no more; 

Edward. 

If I muſt te!l the horror of thatnight, 
In which by death ourfoules were ſer on wing, © 67 716 
Let forrow lend vs het ſadpenrindire (E201 Off 
In lines of woe, whatTI tolightſhallbring,” 
And teach our Muſe ſoruthfully toſfing, 

That the fad readersruthfull eyes may drop, 

Teares at each point, roteach him where toſtop.. 


Within the Tower, of: whichymy brother ſpake;: 
Lockt vp from fightof all our friends we were, 
Where while we do expe, when 1 ſhall rake 
The crowne on me, twhom whilome cuery Peere,. 
As to their Soueraigne fealtie did ſweare : 
Atlaſt report thele fearefull newes doth bring, 
We were depos'd, Glefter was Englands King. 


Which, 
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Which, when Tficſt did heare/a thrilling feare---: c- 1112 115): 


Ran through my heart;andſ{ighing thus I ſpake 2: 
Alas, that I was borne King Edwords heire, 
Would God my vncle, though from me he take 
My crowne, which willingly Icould forſake, 


Would leaue vsthat,which none butGod can giue, 4 


And for my Kingdome giue ys leaue to liue; 


YC 


Thenceforth the Tower, which late was deem'd nay court, 


Is made ourpriſon by a tyrants might: 4! 

Farewell the world, ourday riow waxeth ſhort, 

Our gladſome ſunne of comfort and delight, 

I overcaſt with clouds of enuiousnight, 
Winter is come cuen in our ſpring of youth, 


Our late ſweet ſmiles are drown in teares of ruth; 


O noble Edward, from whoſe royall blood, 

Life to theſe Infant bodies nature drew; : 

Thy roſes both are cropteuenin the bud:: 

Why didfſt thouleaue thatBoreintime renſue, 

To fpoile thoſe plants thatiinthy garden-grew? - 
Ofall that harueſtwhichthy hand did ſow, 
Nought haue we reaped butacropof woe; 


Who now amongſtthy Peeres of note or name, - 
The ſad miſhap of thy:d&are fonnes doth mone? .: 
Wheres Howard, Loxell; Barkley, Buckinghans, 


That bound themſcluesby oath rocthee;thatnone -*- . 


But thy faire ſormesſhould fir vpon the throne ? 
Woe worth themall, they all do now crie, downe. 


With Edwards heires,let Glofter haue the crowne:. 


Ah irie, in what region didſtthou dwell, 
Had 


'Rt thoubcen prefentinthoſehatefullrimesz . ez af 


Then ſhould not 1 chy ſhame, O'England tell;. 
Nor ſhould I ſeeke to proue thy wicked crimes - 
Vnto thy face in theſe impartiallrimes: > - - 

Thy Princes, on whoſe State: misfortune frown'd; 


Inthy falſe peoplepitieſeldomefound.; -. » ---: / >. ; 
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Search times records; there ſee how poyſoned /oby: - | - iN 


Stands vp to witneſle thy ſterne peoples hate,” 

Sec how the ſecond Edward thruſtfromthrone, 

Cries for reuenge on people of that State, - 

Behold thy ſhame in Richards Wofull face ; — — _ 
Gainſt whom thy nation varemorſefullftood, 

. TillPomfrets wals were ſprinkled with his blood. 


-But why ſeekal (O England) to reclaime thee, 
By ſounding former euils in thine care ? | 
That's yet yntold, the whichalone ſhall ſhame thee, 
As oft of it as any age ſhall heare, | | 
Tyrants, in whomno pitie doth appeare, 
Shall thee vpbraid, and bluſhing at thy ſhame, 
For paſt compare ſhallregiſter the ſame. 


When as our vncle had obtain'd his will, 

The crowne ſcarce warme on his viurping head, 
Oppreſt with care to keepe that gottenill, 

He takes no reſt of mind in bowre norbed, 


Suſpition with the ; os of conſcience fed 


Breeds doubts, diftrations, horrors in his bref, 
Which like to hags do haunthim with ynreft, 


Each ftep he treads, by which he climbes his throne, 

Is grounded on the death of ſome greatPeere; 

As he aſcends, he ſees their blood thereon; 

Set in his chaire, Shame whiſpers in hise#re 

Thats not his place, his nephev/ ſhould be there : 
Doubr askes him, how he hopes t'enioy that loug, 
When they dolive, whoſe cighthe keepes by wrong. 


He that had drunke ſo oft of murders:cup, © 54.1! 
Toreach that height to which he did aſpire, 
Now fils the meaſure ofhis miſchiefe vp, 
Andin vaine hope to raiſt his heart yer higher, 
Sparesnot the blood deduc'd from his owne fire : 

Poore orphanes blood pris data crownes rich wealth, 
 Tohisficke State cag/only promile health; - 


— wm hnd twat fol hy Aa . 13 At 


ws Sed A 8a_I* .,9 3» 


40 i We þ. qRC a 


T he two youg Princes. 


To find ſome wretch to put this taske ypon,; :/! - 
All things about vs have a ſudden change, | 
Vagrac'd, not car'd for, comforted ofnone,: + - + 
By our owne ſeruants weareleftalone; | 
Thoſe that bemone our fortunes dare notitay; 
By feare conſtrain'd;with griefechey go their way... . 


Inconſolatly left in wofull plight, 

Each helping other for to waile and weepe, 

In dole we ſpend the day, andin the night - - | 

Horror and dread of death doth waking keepe 

Our watchfull eyes, and bars them of theirfleepe, 
Each little noiſe, cach windie puffe of breath 
Afrights vs infants withth'approch of death, 


Thou fatall building ſtain'd with noble blood, 

Thou den where horror and darke treaſon lies; 

Say if thou waſt, ſincethy foundation ſtood, 

More mou'd topitic hunmine miſeries, 

Hearing the echo of ſad ſorrowes cries: 
Then when yong Yorke with pitious plaints and mones . 
Powr'd forth his ſoxrowes to thy ſenſclefle tones, | 


Even as ſometimes we ſeca filly lambe, 
Which for theſlaughcer in ſome fold is pen, 
There kept from fight ofhis deare loued-damme;.. 
Her abſence with F 
Whoſe only fight can-giueitfate content; » 
Solittle Yorke in yaine lamenting wept, 
That from our mothers preſence he was kept. 


Oft, wofull child, thus hafdthou queſtiondimee,,.. 
Where is my mother? andwhenlfor woe, -''- it) 1 
Haue tura'd my backe and could notanſiverethee; 
With teares againe, thou wouldeRtaske to know, 
Saying, would vnto my mother go ;- - 
But woe alas, what.comforecould Ignethee, -: . 
E _ of allmeanesourynete diddepbineinee Bonn 93! 


| SA 
aint bleating doth lament,.;/ rior cf 


747 
Whilſt euery wherchis wandring eyedoth range --+1/il3 11 


$2975 £131 W 
« x 


748 The two yong Princes. 


While thus we waſte in woe, the tyrant King-' 


With death toright thoſe; whonrhe didabuſe :  - | 


W:rh wrong in life, finding a way to wing: 

Miſchiefe deuis'd, a wretched man did chuſe 

For this affaire, which others didrefuſe ; 
Tirrilby namE;a Knightdecay din fiate;; 
Prone ta&thisdeedin hope of happie fate, 


Two deſperate villaines, hatefull to thoſe times, 
Forreit and Dighton, men obſcure and bale; 
Yet to the world notorious for leaud crimes, - 
For Tirrils gold this damned deedembrace, | 
Who being brought into.conuenient place, - 
Wait for aduantage of the gloomie night 
To couer that, which did abhorre the light. 


The night comes on, and murder doth begit 
To at her part within the fatal} Tower, 
In that deadtime of night, the cloake of finne, 
In which the clock chimes twelue, the chiefeſt houre 
When ſleepe on man and beaſt doth vſe his powre, 
Both the rude flaues on vs poore infants flie, 
As we together in our bed didlie, .. 


Betwixt the ſheets they keepe vs downe by force, 
We ſtruggle againſt death with gaſping grones, 
They in their hard hearts feeling no remorce,-. 
To heare poore ſoules powre forth ſuch pitious mones, 
As mightwith pitic mouetheruthlefle ſtones, - : 

Holding the pillowes downe do Rop our breath, 
Vntill we both giue vpthe ghoſt indeath, 


Thus haſt thou heard, how afterall his cares ::./ 


King Eavards fruit didperiſh inithebudy;: £m (rt; 


By which fincewe on ſec how pride pr 


Without reſpeCtr affinitic of blood; :: - 
That thou maymake a miitrour.of the:ſame, -- -:./: 
A place amongttchy Mirtaurs wedoclaime; >| 
” +> ; 


$: 
—_— throughe eſpdile of common good, |: :- 
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TY lamentable fall (quoth Memorie ) 

Of ewo ſuch noble youths may mirrours be, 
That man high monnted on ambitions wing, 
Fobtaine 4 Crowne attempteth any thing ; 

They dead, their uncles tragedie ſucceeds : 

Hu monitrous birth, his ſhape, his bloadie deeds : 
Horror of conſcience haunts him with unreft, 
The mightte Buckinghams attempt vnble#t ; 
The tyrant enuying noble Richmonds good, 

By treaſon ſeckes to ſpill bzs royal blood 

Hu ſtrange eſcape f_ ep to Britanie, 
Purſud by Landois his falſe enemie, 

His ſafe arrine upon the Engliſh coaFt, - 

The shel full marſhalling of either boa#F. 

On Boſworth plaine, the order of the fight ; 

Stout Norfolkes fall, the Kings part put to flight, 
Hu defperat valonr ſhew don th aduerſe force, 
The ſhamefull vſage of his conquered corſe, 

Which that we heare, let Fame bis ghoft compel 
Toleaue bis grane, that he the ſame may tell. 
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2 Ansther Argument, 7 FT TIT 


"Through nights darke ſhadoWves from the hou. '0 hat 
hedges tp rellbis tale. oY 


ic Orror rvnins ye PPE {ad ſoule, ' 
”s. Feare hunts his conſcience with an hue and crie, |: 
7 > That drinkes the blood of men in murders boyle, 
) S Suſpitious thoughts do reſt in life denie, 


We Hate ſeldome ſuffers him in peace todie, 
By wes ns inuiolate doome it is decreed, 


Whoſe hands ſhed blood, hishearr i in death ſhould bleed, 4 


I was to noble Yorke the yon geſt ſonne .* 
Offoure, which he begot in lawfull bed, 
Firſt Edward was, the next place. Edmund wonne, 
Rutlands yong Earle by' Cliffordt hand IG bas, 
Clarence the third, to death vntimely lead: 

Iwasthe laſt ; ofall the foure the worlt, 

By heau'n and nature in .myhirtha accutſt,” 


When my ſad mother: ihr Fuitfull Ry 

Bore me a painfull burthen' to and fre; oe, 

Then the babes infant bedha@been my tombe; 3 

Had not keene raſors to her painicard woe gs Shen 

Cut me a way,vnto the world tb pve * THLOIT 
Nature did grudge tothink, that © het wombe 


 Aman-like monſter tothe wadd ſhould come. 
When 


When firſt I came into this worlds hugevaſt; + 7! 
My birth was not4sathers wontto bee 3 FEE 
Firſt did my feet come forth, as if in haſt } ©: 
The child of diſcord had been then ſerfree, 
Tocauſe the wretched world to diſagree, | 
Heau'n at thattime told b'inauſpitious tarres -- - + . 
Nations far off f Englands ciuil warres. 


As hunger-ſteru'd to fleſh my iawes in blood 

Ireadie toothed came, as who would fay, 

Nature by fignes vnto the world hath ſhow'd :: : 

How fiercely he ſhall bite another day, | 

That in his mothers grombe well toothed lay, 
And maruaile t'was, ſecing viper-like he came, 
He was not borne by death of his owne damme, 


Iflike a cunning painter oi1 a frame 
. My ſhape vnto He world I could'deſcrie, | 
A. And with a curious penſell paint the ſame- = 
ty Inperfe colourg;teach ſpectatours eie 
Would by my lookes into my manners prie : 
The bodies jIl-ſhaptelimbes are oft defin'd 
For fignes ofeuill mannets inthe mind.:' 


LittleT was, and of a ſmall compaR, .-' -... 
My left fide ſhoulder higher then:the right, . 
Both crooked were, and therewithall contract 
Into my backe, ſo that inallmens fight; - 
WW Idid appeare a moſt miſhapen wight : - | 
i had hard-itwas to iudge, ifthatmy ſoule . 
Or limbes ill faſhion'd feature were more foule, 


o The deeds ofnoble Yorke I notrecite, i; 
11 Done in thoſe farall daies of miſerie,, -.. 
\'7 I Nortell theuents of every ſpecialtfight, 
y ' Asat Saint Albones, Blorcheath, Banburie, - 
Northhampton, Barnet, Wakefield; Teukesburie, 
Secing they are often ſpoken of before, - 11 
By thoſe, that heere their wofull falles deplore, . 
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Th'induQtiontomy ftoric ſhall begin .. 

Where the ſixth Hernries Edward timeleſſe fell; 

Sonne to ſtout Hargaret thatnoble Queene, 

Of whom fince heere no Poets pen doth cell : 

- Though hee apeerelefle Prince defcrue it well, 
In A” we will deſcribe the manner all 

Ofour ſterne deede and his ynhappie fall. * 


His mother queene,the manlike Margaret, 
After fo many a fall in fight caſt downe, 
Wirh her young Ed+ardand tout Somerſet 
Did laſtly hazardall for Englands crowne 
In fight at Teukesburie; but heau'n did froywne, 
Wenlocke and Somerſet fled both away, - 
left vsthe field, and loſt their Queene the day. 


The forlorne Prince was taken as he led + 
By Richard Crofts,a Knightof Gloſter Shire, 
Who hearing of the proclamation ſpread, 
That,who could bring him forth,fhould, for his hire, 
Duely recciuce a hundred poundes by yeere, 
The Prince he broughtro end ourancientftrife, 
With promiſe made,that we ſhould fauc his life, 


In preſence brought, the King to him thus ſpake : 
Fond wretch,faid he, whatdid thy thoughtsexcite 
To come within my kingdomes bounds, and take 
Rebellious armest oppugne thy ſoneraignesright, 
And traytor-like in field gainftmeto fight ? 
To which the Prince,in whoſe bold breaft didlie 
An inbred courage,made this ſtout replie ; 


I came (ſaid he)to ſermy father free, | © 
Whom thou in hold vniuſtlydoft retaine; 
I cane toreobtaine my dignitic, | 
Andin the throne to ſeate ny fire againe, 
In which as King thou wrongfully doſt caigne. 
lamb —_— enforc'd to toopeto thee, 
0 


Who dby right be ſubiet vntomee. 


King Richard the third, 
The King being mou'd with this his ſtourreplie, | 
Thruſt him away, in whoſe heroicke breſt 
My brother Clarence, Haitings, Grey and 1 | 
Did ſheath our blades, which fa heau'n did deteſt, 
Permitting vsnot vnreueng dtoreſt : 

For none of vs in peacefull bed did lie, 

Whenfrom this world our wretched foules did flie. 


He dead, his fire, that poore depoſed King, 
The aged Herrie, fixt of that ſame name, 
Liu'd in the Tower, depriu'd of euery thing 
Which toa King perrain'd:; yet didhe frame 
His thoughts with patience to endure the ſame, 
Lwing a paterne ofapatient ſpirit, 
Who for his famea golden verſe doth merit. 


I thought, that while this noble King had breath, 
His friends my brothers peace would ſtill inuade> 
Wherefore 1 did contriue his ſudden death, 
Andin the Tower the butchers partIplaide, 
For th hatefull point of that ſame bloodie blade, 
Scarce cold with luke-warme blood of his owne ſonne, 
Valookedfor Ithrough his fides did runne, 


He dead, the battels foughtin field before, 
Were turn'd tomectings of ſweetamitie, 
The war-gods thundring cannons dreadfull rore, 
Andratling drum-ſounds warlike harmonie, 
To ſweet tun'd noiſe of pleaſing mintbalfie, 
The haile-like ſhot, to tennis balles were turn'd, 
And fiveet perfumes in ſtead of ſmoakes were burn'd, 


God Mars laid by his Launce and tooke his Lute, 
And turn'd his rugged frownes to ſmiling lookes, 
In ſtead of crimſon fields, warres fatall fruits, 
He bath'd hislimbes in Cypris warbling brookes, 
And ſet his thoughts vpon her wanton lookes, 
All noiſe of warre was huſht ypon our coaſt, 
Plentic cach wherein caſcfull won 1 boalt, 


bn. 


754 King Richardthethird, 
The King who ſwimsin ſtreames of court delights, /- 
Plaies like the fiſh fo long with pleaſures bait, - 
That on her deadly banc he ofcen bites, 
Or like the Mariner infortunate,. -- 
Sayling in ſeas where Syrensliein'waits 

To pleaſe the ſenſc he lends his eare ſo long; 

Till he be charm'd with theirinchanting ſong, 


Meane time not made tofeaſtanamorouseie, 

IFox-like lurking lay aboutthe King, --- 

Into the actions of the Peeres Irie; Ts 

With cautie obſeruation of each thing, . 

While with their wanton Sou'raignereuelling : 
They vainly ſpend in Venwava — 
The tedious houres of that peacefull age. 


But clouds do thicken in this peacefull cleere, 
Warwiwkes faire daughter forc'd by vnkind fate, 
Forſakes Lord Clarence her beloued feere, 
Who purpoling to take for ſecondmate, 
The only heire of ſome hie towring State, 
Did hopeteſpouſe with nuptials ſolemnely, 
Duke Charles his daughter; heire of Burgundie, | 


Which when the Queene and her allies doth heare, 
Art {arence fortunes daily they repine, - 
And to the King in haſtthisnewes do beare, 
Who to their words his will:doth ſo incline, 
That {Tarence match is broke by his defigne ; 
King Edvardiealons of his childrens fate, 
GainſtClarence inhis heart beares ſecret hate, 


This opportunitic I ſtraight do ſnatch, * 
Striking the ſteele while yet the fire is in, 
In the Kings breſt ſuch hatred I do hatch - 
Againſt our brother, that his hand I win 
Tofurcher me in my intended finne; 
For that blind riddle of the letter G,. 
George lot his life, it tooke effeR inme. 


hus 
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The noble Queenes neere kinſmen,who would band: 


Themſclues yainſt me by law of nature bound, 
When Edwards bodice ſhould be laid in ground 2 
But while the King, my'brother did furuiue, 


To worke their woe, noughtdurlt my thoughts contriue.. 


Yet whom in court Idid perceiue, that bore 

A grudging hearr againſt their vpſtart fate : 

My brothers death to bimT did deplore, 

Auouching them with their malignant hate, 

Thaue been the authors of his wofull fate, 
Which at ſuch oddes the Peeres and them did ſer, 
That neuer age ſuch diſcard did beget, 


Fortune in midſt of this their wicked ftrife, 

With pleaſing looke ſo {mil'd on my intent, 

That by the ſudden lofſe of Edwards life, 

My Kingly brother, ſhe did ſeeme raflene 

Togrant me good ſucceſſc in the euent : 
The King Jate fick,leaues here the Peeres at oddes, 
And flies the place of mortall mens abodes, . 


His corps ſcarce couered with a clod of clay, 
His kingly ghoſt of heauie newes totell : 
Earle Rivers, Vanghan, and Lord Richard Grey, 
The kindred of the Queene I did compell 
Tofollow him, amongft thedeadro dwell, 
Vnhappie Ha#tings, Buckinghamand I | - 
Ac Pomfret caſtle cauſed them to die. 


They dead, ProteRorby conſent ofPeeres 

To hold the ſternein State I choſenam : 

My nephew yet bein 8 in his yongeſt yeares, - 

Which once attain'd by helpe of Buckingham 
ll Laime, 


Who for my promiſe of promotion, gaue, _ 
His minde tomine, in cach w_ I could crates 
Dad 2 


Haftings, 
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Haftings, whoſe loyaltieftood in my way, eel £7 
Vpon his fall to build my future power, 
As heat counſell fate vpon a day 
With other Lordings in the fatall Tower, 
By my deceit there met his liues laſt houre ; 
Where he fond Lorddidthink himfelfe moſt ſure, 
His beſt deem'd friends ſwift death did him procure. 


The way made plaine by plucking others downe, 

That might withſtand in ſuch a generall ill, 

With ſome pretence of title to the crowne, 

To win the giddie people to our will, | 

Aman whole tongue could honie drops diftill, 
One DoQor Shaw, then deem'd a great Diuine, 
To vndertake this taske we did afſigne, 


Hein a Sermon fitting mine intent, 
Did ſeeke to proue my brothers progenie 
Vnlawfull ie ; and with my confent 
Chargeth my mother with adulrerie, 
Of Edwards and Lord Clarence baftardie;, 
Auouching meto be Yorkes true borne child, 
On whom our houſe theirhopesmightonly build. 


To this his ſermon, as it was decreed, 
Ruſhing amongſt the people inI came, 
Wherehe moſt here 2a in hope tobreed 
AﬀeQion in the audience did notſhame, 
On me with loud applauſes to exclame : 
For flying from as textwhen I came in, 
In praiſe of me, thus did the wretch begin. 


This is (quoth he) that very noble Duke, 

The ſpeciall paterne of true chiualrie, 

Who bothin fauour and in Princelylooke, 

As well as in the minds true qualitie, | 

Doth repreſent his fathers phyſnomie : 
Thus did he ſeekethe peoples hearts t'incline, 
But purchas'd noughe þurhis diſgrace andmine. 


Foy 
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For after, when diſloyall Buckinghars : - 
Vnto the Commons that ſer ſpeech-did make; | 
Which with inueQtiue ſcandall he did frame | -_. ra(17h 
Againſt the late dead King ; whenmuctibefpake: :::) 4 7 tf 
To moue them, me for lawfull Prince to take: © i had 
Strooke dumbe with ſhame of ſo abhorrdathing,. 
Not one amongſt themcrie,God ſauethe King.. 


\ 


After Thad obtain'd by-tyrannie, 

The fancied blifle of empire andrenowne ;- 

Ithought ſolong as Edwards Progenie 

Did breath on earth, Fortune did ſeeme.ro frowne, ; 

Threatning to caſt my new gotgloriedowne : 1 © #4 4s hh 
Wherefore, betwixt the hee ets with cruell oP 250 off ly 
Vnhappie I did cauſe them robellaine..';: Ow £2141 


. Thinking thenceforth to enioyall-worldlybliſfe, 


And with my crownes delightmy foule tofcaſt: 2: 01114192 doi V0 


WhatTexpeR, Idonotonly miſle,; ... +» -{1/; {701 17 06 500 

But am depriued cu'n of that{mall ref; - i: - wn oils rigs bil 

Ofwhich before thattime.I wes: poſſcſt: 3717) 2:74 1ioiche7 207 
Conſcience my former deeds in queſtion brings, Ties 


And frights my guiltie ſoule with fearefull things. 77 11216" 


Each night, when quietflezpe ſhouliclofſe pry or end 01277 
Long waking on my pallat Ido lic, /1:r; | | 
And if by chance ſleepe doth my ſenſe priſe, 
Then doth illufon ſer betore: mine cjei,yin wc 3 
My murthered nephewes, whealoud da crie;» 3% | lo bilo w 
Calling for vengeance forthathloodid honey): 1c! ©: - 
In ſtrangling them the Diadetnco winne: 1 | >: 1! #4 ning, 


Then ftarting vp from forthimy-nakedbed;\ ... « cfaive 
With ſwordi a hand Lfregrik e-like wouldflie. biitadinody 
About my chamber, and A recomend. 77 
Vnto my guardIT oftentirhes wouldeerie,)..-:.: i215 den21i20! 
Thar treaſon in my chamber hid didlies*). :* i! 51 
Thus the remembrance. of my: wicked deed,; >; «+ 
homreclacceds: ; ; 


| Tame cucn lecping,d-Aurgs Firfts £2 bud. 
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In day time -whereſocuer 1 did go, 
My watchfulleyes I whirled round abour, 
Fearing the onſet of ſome ſudden foe,. 
And tobe out of dreadfull dangers doubt, 
My bodie priuily was fenc'd about : 
Vpon my.dagger till I kept my hand, 
Readie to ſtab thoſe thatby me did and. 


After the murther of my nephewes twaine, 
Notlong it wasere Buckingham and I 
Began to iarre, for which my lawleſle raigne 
Notlong did laft, hislaſt conſpiracie 
Did end his owne life and my royaltie : 

Who gag 'dhis honor thelpe me to the crowne, 


With his owne death did helpto bring mie downe. ' 


Of Hereford the Dukedome he did claime, 

Which was the chiefeſt.cauſe of our debare 

For his pretended title to the ſame - 

Did touch the Kingly title of our State, / 

For which his ſute I ſpurn'd in fpitefull hate, - 
And rated him with ſpeeches minatorie, 
Which was the fall of my vſurped glorie. 


When thus the wrathfull Duke did plainly ſee 
His ſutereieted, and himſelfe deſpis'd, 
He caſt how to aucnge himſelfe on mee, 
And in his thoughts my ruine he deuis'd; 
In which a bold attempt he enterpris'd, 
For he in battell bold himſelfe did band, - 
Againſt me for to fight with force ofhahd. 


Many with him againſtme did accord, 

For when the ſuddenfame abroad wasTpread, 

How noble Richmondthat Lancaſtrian Lotd, 

My brothers heire ELzaberh ſhould wed, £8 

Many there were that oftetiwiſhenie dead; - /'// 
Vowing to ſpend their blood iti Richmond right, 
And to affilt cheDake wichal theirehight. 49-44 f 
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| Then werecommotions raiſed euery day, | 
The Duke in Shropſhire hard by Shrewsburie 
The proud wilde Welchmen troopt in battell ray, 
Who vainly vaunted on their chiualrie, 
Asin the ſequell they did teſtifie : 
Yet theirexample many did excite, 
To mouerebellion tomy hearts deſpight. 


In Yorke-ſhire Marqueſle Dorſet with his crew, 
Gainſt me in field tofight were boldly bent, 
In Deuonſhire both the Comrrnies did purſue 
Thoſe that my cauſe did fauour, and in Kent | 
The Gwilfords were in armes for that intent ; 
Thus T in euery corner of this land, 
Was round beſet with force of foe-mens hand.. 


Yet from my youth in warre affaires being bred,; 

Iknew that if in this conſpiracie 

Idid without delay cut off the head, 

The reſtbeing ftricken with timiditie, 

Would ſoone be quell'd by force or policie 2; 
Wherefore with all my power I did purſue 
The Duke of Buckingham and his Welch crue, 


He towards Gloceſter his way did take, 

There to haue ioyned withtheWelterne powre, -:.. - 

But as in ſafetie paſſage for to make, . | 

He with his hoſt by Seuernes coaſt did ſcowre, 

Heau'ns cloudie mountaines brake, and many a ſhowre 
Through darkſome aire;from heau'ns wide floud-gates fel, 
Which made the, wombe of raging Severpeſwel.: . | 


The ſhores did ſhrinke, the luſtic wauesdid grow,: 

Trees hid their heads, dumbe beaſts on bijlleswere:drown'd, - 

Infants in cradles wangdredtoandfro;:--- | iv; . * 

Yeathoſe that of the floud ftroue to wingroiind,.» |. | 
Both men and horſe the waters did confound : +/+: 0136 of 

And to this day the Seuernemen byname, ., | 

Stout Buckinghams great water call the ſane; 11 
Ddd 4 | Thus - 
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Thus the bold Duke was of his purpoſe croſt, 
Who of my ſwift approch, when he did heare; 

In good array did range his warlike hoſt  - 
But they,beforc in ficld we did appeare, 

Turning theirbackes put on the wings of feare, - 


Leading their Duke the way,who thus diſtreſt 
Durſt not abide,but fled amongſtthereſt. 


Who tooke himlelfe in his vnhappie flight, 
Vnto his ſeruants houſevpon the way, 
Hight Humfrey Baneſter.a wicked wight, 
Who foſterd by this Duke did yet betray 
His Lord and maſter, to his liues decay : 

By him deſcri'd he in diſguiſe was taken 

In a darke wood, of all his friends forſaken. 


He dead, the reftofhis confpiracie j 
Diſpers'd their powers,and each one fled his way, 
Some fled to R:chmond,then in Britannie, 
And others herein England lurking lay, 
Expetting the approch of that wild day, 
When Richmond ſhould on Englands coaft arriue, 
Mee of my crowne and Kingdome to depriue, 


ButT not flacking opportunitie 
' Tathis beginning of my good ſucceſſe, * 
Did ttuddie both by ſtrength and policie, 
Rechmonds increaſing powers to ſuppreſle, - 


Although'in vaine; for heauen, his cauſe did bleſſe ; 


The peoples loue did towards himincline, 
Wiſhing in hart, that he might viRtorflilne, 


To giue content vnto my carefall minde;. 
One Petet Landircheete of Britatinie ''' 


Vnder the Duke, with gold1 did ſo blinde,' 7 pollona 12 


Thar hee did pramiſertteby policie ' > 


To bring the Earleintorny cuſtodiey/- 7 7 0 in ot 


The Britaine Duke his friend didonly Rand; 
To whom my ſubieQs dayly fled the land. © 
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This Peter was th'Earles onelie ſeeming frend, 
And inprerence cf loue, a warlike band 
Ofmen at his owne coſt he did commend 

Vato the Earle, to be at his command, 

When hee ſhould purpoſe to inuade this land : 


But when towards England hee was in his way, 


His purpoſe was that they ſhould him betray. 


The Earlercſeru'd ynto more happie fate, 
Informed was of this falſe treacherie, 
Wherefore teſcape their hands, that lay in wait, 
Totake away his life, hepriuilic 
Did into Aniouflic from Britannie, 

To which as hee did flic it ſpeedic haſt 

With greedie purſuit hee was follow'd faſt; 


But in a thick wood ſanding by the way, 

Hein his ſeruants weedes himſelfe did clad, 

And cauſed him the maſters part to play, 

While hee himſelfe faſt by his ſide full glad 

On foote did runne like a young luſtie lad, 
Wherebyat length hee paſt without miſchance 
The Britiſh confines to the Realme of France, 


Thither ſtout O:xford,his old hate to ſhow 

Vntoour houſe of Yorke, repaire did make, 

To ioyne with Richmond my Lancaſtrian foe: 

Then Brando», Blunt and Cheynie did forſake 

Me and my part, with Richmond partto take, 
Which newes my daylie dread doth ſoincrgafſe 
That I no houre canliue inreftfull peace. . 


To whom I might giue truſt, I did not know, 
Since ſeeming friends from mee do.daylie flie, 
In court each one doth-wiſh my overthrow, 

In towne and citie euerie wid crie .. 
Shame-on my deedes of dearh and tyrannie: 
Thus 1n my rule Iliuc belou'd of none, | 
Dreadcd ofinany, bated of cueric one. 
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762 King Richard the third. 
To my diftrefſe ſome comfort to applie, 
And that I may remoue the onely ching, 
On which Earle Richmond: hopes doe moſt relie: 
Now ſuch ſtrange miſchicfe 1 doe ſeron wing, 
That neuer agethe like to light did bring: 

Through blood to inceſt Tintend to ſwim, 

To breake the match betwixt my neece and him, 


For eAnne my Queene, great Farwickes daughter deere, 

By poylons - Aim I ſent vnto the dead : 

Which done, my troubled thoughts I'vp did cheere, 

In hope I might my brothers daughter wed, 

And bring her vnto mine inceſtuous bed; 
Foule | I now dofeare in no _— 


That I from feare of Richmond maybe free, 


Her mother Queene(ftrange that it ſhouldbee ſo,) _ 
Wonne with faire words conſents vnto the fame : 
Who forc'd by feare, or by diftreſſe brought low, 
In hope to raiſe her ſtate againe(fond dame) 
In vaine doth wooe her daughter in my name; 

Which heau'n abhorring haſtens on my end, 

And by my death prevents what I pretend. 


Theroyall Virgin doth ſormich deteſt 
My damn'd intent thatI no grace can finde, 
And daily newes my thoughts doe ſo moleſt 
With focs inuafion, that my troubled minde 
Is altogether vnto care inclinde; 
Gainſt thoſe abrode that doe intend tinuade, 
While I prepare,at home Tambetraid, 


At Nottingham,wherethen in Court lay, 
Inform'd I was,thatthhated enemie ' 
Had taken Jand, at which in much diſmaie, 
Turning my feare to rage; atlaſt I'crie 
For vengeance on my ſbiects treacherie, 
And forc'd totrie my cauſe by bloodieblowes; 
I muſtred vp my men to meetemy foes: 
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When thatTheard where Richmond did ariue, 
Idid digeſt my bands in bartell ray : 
Inranke forth marchtmy footemen fiue and five, 
Who in that order kept the readic way 
That led direQly where Earle Richmondlay. 
Then wings of horſemen coaſtingeuerie fide, 
Did vnto Floodic battell boldly ride. 


Inmidſt of whom, vpon a tall white ſteede 

Mounted I fat with cruell countenance, 

Still crying out, march on,march on with ſpecde : 

Andin this ſort without incumberance, 

To Leceſter we forward did aduance : 
Through which we paſt to Boſworthes ample plaine, 
Where Idid end my wreched life and reigne, 


And there ypon an hill, Anne Beemeby name, 
Idowne did; pightmyftanderd, and faſtby 
My campe in martiall order I did frame: 
Richmond faſt by vs on the plaine didlie, 
Next morne the chance of battell forto trie; 
For it was evening ere we could attaine 
To meete cach other ypon Boſworth plaige. 


The fad nights cold forerunnerYeſper faire, 
Diſpreades her golden lockesin Eaſterne skie : 
Then courts of guard are ſetwith ſpeciall care, 
Leſt that our foes aduantage toeſpie, 
In Ambuskado neere ſhould lurking lie ; 
And euery one with hearts to heau'n did pray 
To ſcapethe horror of th'approching day. 


The heau'ns that ineternall booke do keepe 

Theregiſter, for life or deathes decree, 

By viſion ſtrange did ſhewto me inſleepe, 

That next daies cheerefull light the laſt ſhould be, 

That in this world I euermore ſhould ſee: 
As in my tent,on bed I flumbring lie, 
HortidaſpeRts appear'd vato mine eye, 
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764 King Richard the third. 


Ithought that all thoſe murthered ghoſts, whoml1 - ' Ht 
By death had ſent to their yntimely graue, | A 
With balefull noiſe aboutmy tent did crie, 
Andof the heau'ns with fad complaint did crane, 7 
That they on guiltic wretch might vengeance haue : V 
To whomlI thought the Iudge of heau'n gaueeare, 
 Andgainſt me gaue aiudgementfull offeare, 
For loe efcſoones, a thouſand helliſh hags A 
Leauing th'abode of their infernall cel, :;;. A 
Sealing on me, my hatefull bodie drags D 
From torth my bed into a place like hell, - 0 
Where feends did naught but bellow, howleand yell, E: 
Who in fterne ſtrife ood gainfteachotherbent, 
Who ſhould my hatefull bodie moſttorment, |... i 
Tormented in ſuch trance long did Lie, |: + +, | W 
Till extreame feare did rouzeme whereTlay, | - *' - h 
And caus'd me from my naked bed tofllie; 111 952 
Alone within my tentI durſtnocſtay,:  / 1 | | T 
This dreadfull dreame my-foule did fo affray :: | Fr 
When wakte I was fromſleepe,l foraſpace $ 
Thought I had beenin ſome infetrnall place. 
About mine eares a buzzing feareftillflew, ' c3rigin ba As 
My fainting knees languiſhfor 'want ofmight,:; :»:! - }/.- 31: iC E3 
Vpon my bodie ſtandsan icie dew; to 23419 C 
My heart is dead within, and-with affright: x2 4810 36023 od A 
The haire vpon my headdoth ſtand vpright 1 + 1G un 11 Fr 
Each limbe about me quaking, doth reſemble: - ' ; 115 | 11/7 
A riuers ruſh, that with the wind doth tremble...': jr 
Thus with my guiltie foules fad torture torne, |! of ofÞ Fe 
The darke nights diſmall houresIpaſt away, 3124 G 
But at cockes crow the meſlage ofthe morne, '; - 1, +111 vil Be 
My feare Idid conceale, left men ſhould fay | £iiT 0 
Our foes approch my — did diſmay : | ;:5264T Bc 
Andasdire need did me theret6 confiraine, . 


My troopes of men Imarſhail don the plaine. |. :| 
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Who with ſwift concurſefill'd the fmothred ground, 
And did enranke themſelues in braue array, 
| —_—— with bold bowmen did abound, 
mixt with pikes to beare the violent ſway, 
When on our front the foe ſhould giue th'aflay, 
Andto their forme in fight good heedto take, 
Iohs Duke of Northfolke Chieftaine I did make. 


After this vantguard Imy ſelfe did goe, 
And round about me choſen men of might 
Did range themſclues to ſhield me from the foe, 
Our skirts were lin'd with horſe, and fit for fighr, 
Each place was ſtuft with menin armes well dight : 
In this array I troopt my armed traine, 
To meet Earle Richmond on the equall plaine. 


Who wiſely did his folke to fight inſtruQ, 
Ibn Earle of Oxford did the vaward lead, 
The right wing Gi/bert Talber did condue, 
Theleft wing Sir /ob» Sanage, one that fled 
From me to Richmendfor to ſfaue his head : 
Richmond kiimſelfe with Pembrooke that tout Knight, - 
The middle ward did lead ynto the fight, 


Asthus both hoſts ſtood each in others fighr, 
ExpeRiing when the trumpe, whoſe blaſt doth breed - 
urage in men, would call them forth to fight, 
Arm'd in bright ſteele vpona ſtately ſeed, 
Fromranke toranke 1 rode about with ſpeed, 
And fitfor fight,my ſouldiers hearts to-make, 
Hie, and with courage thus to them I ſpake, 


Fellowes in armes, and my aduenturous friends, 
Giue heedfull eare to that which I ſhall ſay ; 

Be valiant hearted, thinke vpon the ends 
Offighr or flight, of triumph or decay, 

Both which the battell doth propoſe this day, 
Th'one of which doth bring eternall fame, 
The other ignomic and daſtard ſhame. 
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Othinke vpon the marchleſle valiancie | 
Ofour forefathers deeds in former daies, 

Andlet vs counterchecke the memorie 


Oftheir ſtouc acts by that immorrall praiſe, 
To which our deeds our names this day may raiſe : 


Yealet vs thinke gainſt whom we come to fight, 


The thought of which might cowards harts excite, 


Firſt with our foe-mens Captaine to begin, 
| A weake Welch milke-ſop, onethatl do know 
Wes nere before for figt:tin bartell ſeene, 
Notable ofhimſelfe as guide to goe 
In marſhall diſcipline againſt his foe : 
Bur backt by his conſotts, a ſort of ſlaues, 
Againſt his will vs now in field he braues, 


And for his company, a ſort they bee 

Of raſcall French and Britiſh runawaies, 

People far more couragious for to flee, 

Then ftand in fight, whoſe faint hearts former daics 

Could witnefle to our land and their diſpraiſe ; 
Who doubtlefle now ſhall by your valours die, 
Orclſcatleaſt frombartell wounded flic. 


That bearing wounds vnto theirnatige home, 

Their fellowes may be ftrucke with heartlefle dread, 

Fearing 1n future times againe to come 

Into our kingdome with bold banners ſpred, 

Gainſt ſouldiers that in Englands bounds are bred : 
Then courage fricnds,think on renowne and fame 
For which we fight, let cowards flic with ſhame. 


And as for me, affure your ſelues this day 

I will triumph by glorious viRorie, 

Or win a laſting name for lives decay : 

Take then example by my valiancie, : 

And boldly fight againſt your enemie : 
You for your wiues and goods, I for my crowne, 
Both for our countries good, all forrenowne, 


Aduance 


King Richard the third. 
Aduance them captaines,forward to the fight, 
Draw forth your ſwords, each man addreflc his ſheeld, 
Hence faint conceites, dic thoughts of coward flight, 
Toheauen your hearts,to fight your valours yeeld : 
Bchold our foes do brave ysin the field, | 

Vpon them friends, the cauſe is yours and mine, - 

Saint George and conqueſt on our helmes doth ſhine, 


This ſaid, the dreadful! trumpet loudlie blowes, 
To bring them forward to the furious fight, 
Then did the bowmen bend their ſtife ſtring'd bowes ; 
The ſouldiers buckled on their helmets bright; 
The bilmen ſhooketheir bils, and euerie wight 
Did y-_ his fatall weapon on the ground, 
Ready prepar'd his foemen to confound. 


Thearchers drew, the fatall fight began, 
Thick flew the ſhafts, many to death were done: 
Which once being ſpent, cloſe ioyn'd they manto man; 
Then did terne ſlaughter through the battell runne ; 
Not any one at firſt his foe did ſhunne : 
But equallie their heads they vp did beare 
In fight, not ſtooping vnto ſeruile feare, 


Stout Vorfolke in the forefront boldlie ood, 

Inploying deeds of death againſt the foe ; 

Not fear'd, in midſt of duſt, of death and blood, 

Thextreameſt ofhis vtmoſt ttrength to ſhow, 

Towinne his Soueraignes nates his owne woe: 
Where he braue Lord, by friends yokindlie left, 
In manlie fight was of his life bereft, 


Forin my cheefeſt hope to winne the day, 
Appointed by the heauens moſt iuſt decree, 
My fouldiers in the forefront ſhranke away, 
Which heauie nevves declared was to mee - 
By one that counſel'd mee away to flee : 

Bur I his counſel raſhly'did forſake, 
And vato him in furie thus I ſpake: 


168 King Richard the third, 
Cur'ſt be thy coward thoughtsthat thinke on flighe, 
Andcurſt hoſe traytors that are fled away: X 
I am reſolu'd in this daies dreadfull fight, 
Toloſemy life,or win a glorious day: 
Elie thoſe that will, for I am bent to ſlay, | 
This ſaid, my plum'd deckt helme Idownedid cloſe, 
And with my eager launce made toward my foes, 


Hie was the furie of my deſperate fight, 
And like a tempeſt in a ſtormie day, 
When Idid ſee vnto my hearts deſpight, 
where Richmonds ſtandard ſtood _— delay: 
Through th'armed mento it I made my way, 
The which, with iam Brandon that bold Knight, 
To ground Idowne did caſt in Richmonds fight, 


Many beneath my conquering ſtrokes did fall, 
Each one did flie from me with coward ſhame, 
But one whom Sir /ohx Cheynie men did call, 
Who for huge ſwinge of ſtrength did beare the name 
Ofall the Captaines thit with Richmond came, 
Who ſingle did my charge at firſt repell, 
Though in the end, beneath my ſword he fell. 


But as with him alone in fight Iſtood, 
Behold with foes I was incircled round, 
Who did imbrue their ſwords in my deare blood, 
Where maſtered with the ſmart of many a woond, 
Iblecding fell vnto the duſtic ground : 
Where curling Richmond and his conquering crue, 
Thence in diſdainfull ſortmy fad ſoule flew, 


I being ſlaine,thoſe that for me did fight, 
Turning their backes,away forthwith did flie, 
In field my ſlaughtered bodie in deſpight, 
Drag'd from the place where irdid bleeding lie, 
Was naked made tocuery vaſlalseye, 
Deſpoild of all thoſe kinglyrobes I wore : 
Thus they to.Leiceſter my bodic bore, 


Behinde 
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Behind a ſlaue vpon a halting iade 

All naked as I was, hog-like Ilay; | 

And in that ſort with blood and duſt array'd, 

To Leiceſter they bore me, whence that day 

To field I came in pompe and rich aray : 
Where to the graue my bodie they commend : 
Thus had my bloodie life abloodie end. 


Th'ambitious Prince, whoſe hand vniuſtly gripes 
Anothers right to make himſelfe a King, 

Suffers the ſmart of many Furies ſtripes : 
Th'internall worme his conſcience till doth Ring, 


His ſoule ta fearefull iudgement death doth bring : 


Of which let my vſurped royaltie, 
Remaine a Mirrour in this hiſtorie. 


My ſtorie told, Imay no longer ſtay, 

My grieued ghoſt doth ſmell the mornings aire : 
The night on ſable wings flies faſt away, 

The houres in Eaſt expeCting daies repaire, 
Oncloudie hill ſets yp her Giver chaire: 

My guiltie ghoſt her light may not behold, 
Adew, remember well what I haue told, 


Our night ts at an end(quoth Memorie ) 
With Which we heere will end our hiftorie : 
eAfter this Tyramss fall, that aiſmall night, 


Which did obſcure this Kingdomes faire daylight, 


Did take an end: heere ſome anfþitions flar 
Twixt Yorke and Lancaſter did end the iar, 


eAppointirg Richmond that Lancaftrian Knight, 


T moculate his Red Roſe with the White, 
Heere therefore with this bliſſefull unitze, 
We will out vp our tragicke hittorie, 


And thou, whoſe pen we do appoint tawrite 


King Richard the third, 


769 


Thoſe mirrours pat, which thou hait heard this night ; 


eAwake from leepe, and let thy willing pen 
Set forth this dreame vnto the view of men. 


The ſaid, with Fame ſhe vaniſht from my ſight, 


This was the viſion of awinters night. 
* Eee FINIS, 
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THE INDVCTION. 774 
TI Puy I 1hat ſad month, whoſe nameat fir begun | 
” |: #4 From Romes Auguſtus, great Octauius ſor, 
(= 2% When beans fierce aog, ſterne Alhabor didviſe- 

ma Tobaitthe Lion in thOtlympian slies ; 
Whoſe hot fier-breathing influence aid cracke 
Our thiritie grandame T erracs aged backe : 
By wrathfull Toue, thicke darted from the shie 
T he thunder ſhafts of Pe#tilence did flie, 
In top of heau'n he tooke his wreakfull ſtand 
Ore that great T owne vpon the Northerne ſirand, 
Of ſiluer Thamiſis, upon whoſe towres 
Downe aropt his ſhafts,as thicke as winters ſhowres, 
Which aa aid his indignation ſhow 
In enery place, diſperſing worlds of woe : 
Writneſſe ye gho#ts and ſþirits dolefull drexie,, 
Vntimely ſent by troopes ts Charons ferric, 
Leaning your limbes wrapt vp in ſheets of clay, 
As duFtie reliques of your lines decay : 
Tea (thou ſweet Genius of that ancient towne, 
Thou Ladie of ereat Albions chiefe renowne) 
Of _— time a witneſſe mai#t thou bee; 
When death di: take ſo many ſonnes from thee , 
Whoſe fanerall rites inconſolate alone, 
When thou unkindly left, didſt kindly mone, 
Whoſtaid with thee,alas,to belpe thee monrne, 
And fled not from thee, leaning thee forlorne ? 
Mone# whom (though 1) ftrooke terror-ſicke with dread 
Of heau'ns hot plague, was one that from thee fled , 
Yet of thy ſight 1 daily did partake, 
Which of thy woes a partner did me make : - 
Not far from off that ſlimie Soutberne flrand, 
By which with Iſis, T hames runnes handin hand, 
In that high mountaine countries fruit/ull ſoile, : 
That nerein fight of forren foes tooke foile, 
Eee4 
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776 - The InduRtion. 
Where thoſe ſame famous ſtout men-moning wood, 
_Aeain# the Norman Conqueror boldly ſtood ; 
Was my-abode, when fonle infettions breath 

InT roynouant imploy'd the workes of death. 

T here in thi wofull time pon a day, 

So ſoone as Tythons /oue-laſſe gan diſplay 

Her opall colours in her Eaiterne throme ; 

It was my chance in walking all alone, 

T hat ancient cafile-crowned hillto ſcale, 

Which proudly oxerlookes the lowly Vale, 

Where great Elizacs birth-ble# palace ſands, 
Gainſt whichgrteat T hames caſts vp his golden ſands. 

T here when I came, from thence Imieht deſcrie 

T he ſweete#t proſpects, that the curious eie 

Of any one did eur elſewhere ſee, 

So pleaſant at that time they ſeem'd to mee : 

It & a choice ſelected plot of land, 

In which this ayrie mount doth towring ſtand, - 

A's if that natures cunning for the be#, 

Had choicely pickt it out from all the re#t : 

Beneath thu loftie hilt ſhot vp on high, 

A pleaſant parke impaled round doth lie, 

In which the plaine ſo open lies to ſight, 

T hat on ths hill oft times with great delight 

T hat heau'nly Queene, Plantageniets great blood, + | 
The faire Elizacs ſelfe hath often ſt ood, | 
nd ſeene the ſwift-foot dogs in eager chace ; 
Purſue the gentle Hinde from plare to place. 

From hence recalling my weake wanaring eye, 

1 gan behold that Kinely Palace by, 

Whoſe loftic towres built wp of ancient time 

By worthie Princes, 10 the flars do clime; 
Proud, that ſo many a Princeto ao them 2yare, 
Beneath their roofe had madetheir reftins place. ** 
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' Fat by thuprincely hoaſe, afr ont before 
T hames gliding waues do waſh _ ſhoxe, 
Whoſe fruitfull ſreames with winding in and out, 
Forcing their way through hollow lands about, 
From th'Occidentall with ſwift courſe do run, - 
Where Heſper bright brings vp the golden Sun + 

 Andontheſiluer bref of thus great lord 

Of all the deepes, that Albions wimbe doth hoard, 
Downefrom the Eaiterne ſeas I might deſcrie 
Many ſwift-winzed barkes, that ſeemid to fiie, 
Cutting their paſſage through the threatning wane, 
T hat bout their ſides in vaine didrore and ran ; 
With ſwelling ſailes not fearing ſad miſchance, © 
Each after other came in ſtately dance, 
Andnimblie capring on the purple wane, 
With loftie foretops didthe welkin brane, 
Vntill they came vnto that ſtately place 

Fam forthe birth of ereatElizaes grace : 

Towhich they vaild their towring tops before, 

nd from their ſides the thundring cannons rore 

Flew as a witneſſe of theiy loyaltie 

And lone vnto that houſe of Maititie ; 

From thence full fraught with many a gm priſe 

T hey ſail d along, whereas the paſſazelies 

To Troynouant, pus wee of youthful luf# 

The hand of death had ſmotheredin the aut, 

T he ſmiling hea ns,that with ſweet ſunſhine howres 

Did once vonchſafe t adorne her hie topt towres, 

Now with grim lookes, which did my heart appall, 

Did ſeeme to threaten her approching fall, 

Downe from their clondie browes in threatning priae, 

Death-darting Peiilence did ſeeme to ſlide : 

Grim-viſagd-like the grizly dreaded nieht, 

In noyſome fumes and mittie fogs beaight : 
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T he aire once pure and thin now wing 4 with death 
Grewe gloomie thick being poyſon'd by her breath, 
In which,1 thought, ſhe 100k her horrid ſtand, 
And with fierce look and ſliff-bent bowe in hand , 
She drew her ſhafts, impatient in her mindt, 
From forth her quiner at her back behinde: 

T hen did I thinke pon the ſhreekes and cries 

Of dying ſoules, that did aſcend the skies 

By thouſands ſent unto the gaping grant, 

On whom no mercie Peſtilence would haue: 

Yea then (thou glorie of great Albion) 

Thy ſad diſtreſſe I gan to think vpon, | 
T hy mournefull widowes grouelng in ſad fwound 
On their dead huſbands, on the aſhie | 

T hy hasbands ſtriuing to preſerne the breath 

Of their deare ſpouſe from wnrelenting dtath, 

T hy Orphans left peore parentleſſe alone 

T he future times ſad miſerie to mone: 

The thought of which, in that vnhappie ſeaſon 
With woefullpaſſon did ſo maiſter reaſon, 

T hat «s I Food vponthat pleaſant hill 

To fancie ſweet delight 1 had nowill, 

But ſeeking for ſome grout or gloomie wood, 
Where I might feede my melancholie mood : 

} pon this hils South ſ;de at la#t I found 

Fitting my thoughts apleaſing plot of ground, 

It was to wit, that wel knowne happie ſhade, 

Which for delight the rojall Britaine Maid 

Dia oft frequent, as former times can tell, 

When her ſweet ſoule in mortall mould did awetl : 
It is a walke thicke ſet with manie a tree , 

VF hoſe arched bowes ore hed combined bee, 

T hat nor the golden eye of heauen can peepe 
Tnto that place, ne yet, when heauen uh. weepe, 
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Can the thin drops of arizeling raine offend 
Him, that for ſucconr to that place doth wend. 
VV here when alonel fir didenterin, . 


And call to minde, how that truth. ſhielding Queene 


In former times the ſame did beantifie 

V Vith preſence of her princelie maieſtie; 

(0) how the place did ſeeme to monrne 10 mee, 

That fhe ſhould _— ener abſent bee! 

Inthis ſad paſſion, which did ftill abound, 

T ſat me downe wpon the graſie ground, 

Wiſhing that heau'n into my infant Muſe 

T hat antique Poets ſpirit would infuſe, 

VF ho, when in Thracian land hee did rehearſe 

| Tanthees wofull end in tragick verſe, 

Did make men, birds, beaſts, trees and rockes of tone 
T hat virgins timeleſſe tragedie to mone: 

For then I thought, 1hat to that monrnefullplace, 

I might hane ſung my verſe with eſſe _ 
Togreat Elizaes worth : for who doth bring 
Her deeds to light, or who her worth doth ſinge? 
(0) did that Fairie Queenes ſweet ſinger line, 
That tothe dead eternitie could gine, 

Or if, that heauen by influence would infuſe 

His heauenlie ſpirit on mine earth-borne Muſe, 

Hey name ere this a mirror ſhould haue been 

Lim'd ont in golden verſe totheyes of men : 

But my ſad Muſe, though willing, vet too weak 

In her rude rymes Elizaes worth to ſpeak, 

Muſt yeeld to thoſe, whoſe Muſe can mount on bieh, 
And with braue plumes can clime the loſtie skie. 

As thusI ſatall ſadwvpon the greene 

In contemplation of that royall Ducene, 

And thinking, what a Mirrour ſhe might be 

Vito all future times pofterine, 


Inclining 
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Inclining downe my hed, ſoft fingered ſleepe 
With pleaſing touch throughout my limbes did creepe, 
Who haning ſeas d pon mee with ſtrong hanas, 
Bound vp my thoughts in ſoporiferous bands, 
nd held mee captine, while his ſeruant ſlie 

A viſion ſtrange did unto mee deſcrie: 

For vp from Morpheus den a viſion came, 
Which were it ſent in mizhtieToues owne name, 
Or by ſome other power, Iwot notwell : 

But as I ſlept,1 ſay,thus it befell; 

As at that time in walking to and fro, 

Thont this pleaſant place alone did goe, 

Each ol 1cet of the ſame all ſuddenlie 

Seemd ſlrangelie metamorphiz.d to myne eye; 
The Helliconian ſpring, that did proceed 

From th hoafe of Pegaſus that heauenlie ſeed, 
And thoſe pure ſlreames of virgin Caſtalie, 

T he place of Toues nine daughters nurſerie, 
Did ſeeme to haue reſign d their py. place, 
Tranſported thither to that lands diſerace: 
Where, as I thonght, I heard an heauenlie ſound, 
Of which the place did euerie where redound: 
Vntot#he which as 1 attentine ſtood, 

Deſcending downe from out a nethbourine wood, 
1 might behold the ſacred ſiſters nine, 

Whether from heanen or other place djuine, 

Tam vncertaine;but their way they made 

Where as I ſtood beneath the leauie ſhade :. 
Before them all a goodlie Ladie came 

In ſtately [pear like TJoues braine-borxe dame, 
Towi, that virgin Queene, the faire Elize, 


T hat whilom was our Englands richeſt prize ; 
In princelie lation with great Tunoes grace 
(Mee ſeems a) ſhe came in her maieſticke pace, 
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Grad with the lookes of daunting maiefie, | 


Mixt with the meckene(ſe of mile clemencie , 
Such hane 1 ſcene her, when in Princely State 
She godaeſſe-like in chariot high hath ſate, 


When troops of people with loud ſhouts and cries, 


Haut ſounded out their Auies in the 5hies : 
And rid each ether in the preſent place 

With great deſire to ſee her heau'nly face 
Mong# whom ſhe came, as if Aurora faire 
Ont ef the Ea#t had newly made repaire, 
Making a ſun. like light with golden ſhine 

Of ber bright beautie in the gazers eine. 
Approching neere theplace where 1 did ſtand, 
With gratious beckning of her princely hand, 
She ſeem'd to call to me, but ſiliel, 
Daunted with preſence arm Maieitie, 

Fell proirate downe, debaſht with reerent ſhame 
At ſudden ſizht of ſo dinine a dame , | 
Till ſhe with gentle ſpeech thus mildely ſaid : 
Stand wp, queth ſhe, and benowhit diſmaid ; 

Let loyall lone and Feale to me inflame 

Thy Muſe to ſing the praiſes of my name ; 

And let not thoughts of want, of worth and 5kill, 
Impeach the purpoſe of thy forward quill, 

For though thy homely ſlile and ſlender verſe 

Too humble ſeeme my praiſes torehearſe: © 
Tet to the world, that I a Mirrour bee 

Among? thoſe many Mirrours writ by thee , 
Feare neither bite of dogced Theons 100th, 

Noy ſoone-ſhot bolts of giddie headed youth , 

For th awfull power of my ſole dreaded name, 
Shall from thy verſe auert all foule defame : 

And left in any point thouchance to faite, 

Which may my names great glorie ought anailt ;,. 
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182 The Induction. 
Loe here the cheeſeſt of the daughters nine © 
of, {acred Memorie and Jouc dinine, 

Greare Cliots ſelfe, m order ſhall rehearſe 
Hy ſtorie to thee in her ſtately verſe. | 
T his ſ41d,more ſwift then lightening fromthe shie, 
She on the ſuddaine vaniſh from mine eye - 
With all her nymphes: ſor none of all her traine 
Excepting Clio did with mee remaine, 

Who beeing the firſt borne childe of Memorie, 

T he Ladte was of noble Hiſtoric, 

A peerileſſe dame paſt al compare to ſing 

T he atcas, that verine unto light doth bring: 

In comelie garments, like ſome virgin maid 

Of Dians rroope, ſhee trimlie was arraid, 

Save goddeſſe-lke her glohe like heed ar ound 
With verdant wreath of ſacred bay was crownd, 
From which downe etther ſide her cometie face, 
Her golden lockes did flow with goodlie grace, 
C424 in her hand a lute dininelie ſlrung 

She held, to which ofi times ſhe fwectlie ſung ; 

Yr uh this ſhe ſat her downe vpen the ground © 
And with her fingers made the flrings to ſound, 
V nts the which her ſweet voice jhe did frame 

To ſing thepraiſes of Elizaes name. 

FY Y hich hauing done,ſhe thus did ſilence break , 
F Yonld God(quoih ſhee) her prayſes I could ſpeak, 
VV ho (laimes a greater jower her praiſets ſound, 
Then Phoebus ſelf, if greater could be found: 
Yet will I triall make with all mn mizht, | 
VVith her great fame the golden flarres to ſmite + 


VV hich while I {in2 heark thouwith heedfuleare, 


And in thy mind the (ame hereafter beave : 


Th (11d, ſhe lightlie toncht each trembling firing, 


And with ſweet voice did rhus diuinelie ſing. 


ENGLANDS. 


4 
Us 4 > #4 
2, Y *, 
by Le JA on TR 
n PM 6 f = 
P' id f, CL FA ” D 
0 . of wv Q 
1 Ar FIT - / 
__ 1113400 \ ; AMP 
FAC \ L- 
<. _—— 


D AY 
ſh 
+ 
Io 
= 


= - * 
SO 43> (ith) 


+7 Hen 


7,1 
i 
ih. 


> 


[ 


= 


Henri 


That blind borne-monſter truthes ſterne oppoſite, 
begotten firſt in Demogorgons hall, | 
Twixt vglie Erebas and grizlie night, 

The ſonnes of truth did Horriblie appall 

With her approch, much dreaded of them all:' 
Who euer came in reach of her foule pawes, 
She intheir blood imbru'd het thirſtie.jawes. 


Witneſſe may bee the ranie aburning flame, ! 

Made with the limbes of Saints tomountonhigh, -. 
Whoſe conſtant ſoules without the leaſt exclaime, 
Inmid'ſt of death downepatienthe did lie, 


And in bright flames did clime the Clowd-browd<kie 3 


Yea let flizaes woes'in thatblindage / 
A witneſle bee of bloodie'Errors rage. - 


Whoſe deepe diftreſſe and dolefull miſerie, 
Inot afſay to ſing, but leaue the ſame. 
Toour deare filter fad IMelpomene, F 
That ſhe her ſiveet pathericke voice may frame 
In dolefull dittie to condole the ſame: 

lonely here in high Heroick ftreine, _ _ 
Dotriue to fing other triumphantreigne,' 
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784 Englands Eliza. 

” ToxelJooking downe,from his celeſtiall throne 
With eies afpitic on poorc Englands woes, 
Did lend her helpe,when hope of helpe was none, 
Andin his mercy did his. Sofedopbol: f | 
GainſtErrors night-borne children, ticr cheife foes, 


Her Cyzthias ſhine,the lampe of all her light, 


' But hediſperſt thoſe cloudes, and droue away 
The lowring ftormes, that ouercaſt our skie, 
And made our glorious Cysthiato diſplay _ 
Her heauenlie ſhine, to giue them lighr thereby, 
Who long before in darknefſe bound didlie 
For ſhe it was, who with herſweetrepaire © _ ... / 
From th'hearts ofmen did baniſh black deſpaire. 


Euen as thatmorning ſtarre that doth diſplay 
Her golden treſſes in th'Orientall skie, 
Brings happic tidings of approching da 
To - 3m as long bed Jo refilelſe liz, | 
ExpeRting comfort from the ſuns bright eye : 
Soour Ekza didbleſt tidingsbring | 
Of ioy to thoſe, whom fad diftreſſe did ſting, 


No ſooner did this Empires royall-crowne 

Begirtthe temples of her princelie hed; ' 

But that /oze-borne A/traa ſtraight came downe 

From higheſt heauen againe, to which in dread 

Ofearthsimpietie before ſhee fled ; -- : 
Well did ſhee know, Elrzaes happie reigne --- - 
Would then renew the goldenage againe, 


The heau'ns did ſmile on her- with ſweet delight, 

Andthundering ſoze did laugh herfoesto ſcorne, 

The god of warre did ceaſe from bloodie fight,” - 

And fruitfull Plentie did her land adorne -* 

Wirth richeſt gifts, powr'd from her plenteous horne, 
The happie ſeedes, which th'/hands of peace did fow 

| In eucrieplace with goodlie fruit did grow; * | 


Who ſought robſcure with cloudes of enuious night, - 
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Englands Eliza. 
Deuouring TMslciber, whoſe flames before: : - -; 
With blood ofhely men were heardtohiffe, 1+ 
OfEnglands happie ſonnes were ſeenenomore; 
But truth and mercie dideach other kifle, 

And brought ſweettidings of their heauenly bliflſe: 
All which by powerfull /avehaue granted been 
For loue t'E/iza Albions marchlefi* Queene, 


Matohlefſe for all the gifts ofheauenly grace, 
For natures good and happiedeſtinie, f 
All which in one ſole ſubieQ@hauing place, 
If they a mortall wight may beauritie, 
And giue aPrince earths true feliciric, 
She truly did enioy, while ſhe did live, 
That Sunmmm Bonn, which this life could giue. 
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Inth/happie Horoſcope of her ſweetbirth, -. 
Both heauen and nature ſeemed toconſent - - | 
With Fortunes ſelfe augment their fame onearth, | 
Each one in hope to perfeRtheir intent,  '- | 
By this Queene Virgin and her gouernment, 
And 'mongſtthemſelues, they ſeemed to contend, 
Who ſhould to her the greateſt gifts extend, 


For when from A:naeswombe, ſhe came tolight; 
Th'whole aggregate ofheau'n from owes high throne, 
Vnto the loweſt orbe looktblitheand bright, 
Andin the ſame, each conſtellation 
Vnited was in ſweet coniunQion, 

Powring their influence of felicitie 

Vpon the Virgins bleſt natiuitie, 


Nor can Itell the gifts of prace exact, 

With which heau'n didenrich herroyall mind, + «2 

Had Iabrazen throat or yoice'infrac, © ' © | 

A thouſand tongues, and rareſt words refin'd, 

With vtterance ſwifter, then theſwifteſt windez 
Yet were they all too weakeatlarge to tell (C2126 77 
The gifts RE 7 dwell 0: end! 
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Her ſetled faith, fixtin the higheſtheau'n 
Remained firme vnto herliues laſt date, 
Nor her yndanted fpiritcould be driven 
Atany time one iot thereof Tabute 


—_— ſerne threats,and Romes pernitious hate, 


e ankor of the ſame, her hope, aboue 
Stood fixtypon the promiſe of great /owe. . '. 


Her deeds of mercie, not in hope to merit, 
Weretrue oſtents of her fidelitie, 
For which, aname on earth ſhe ſhall inherie, 
Which ſhall outliue the vading memorie 
Of ſpitcfull Romes defaming forgerie ; ; 

For not alone did we her Pe know, 

But forren ſhores the ſame likewiſe can ſhow, 


Heau'n hauing dignifi'd her ſoule diuine, 
With rareſt gifts of goodly qualitie, 
Dame Natures ſclfe, as ſeeming torefine 
The common mixture of mortalitie, 
Into a matter of more puritie, 
Made for her ſoule a manſion houſe ſo faire, 
That few with it for beautie might compare, 


And though her beautie were exceeding rare, 
Yet Romes Lucretiafor a ſober cic 
So farrenown'd, with her might not compare, 
Nor the Greekes conſtant Queene Penelope, 
Might match this maiden Queene for modeſtie : 
For Phobes ſelfe did want her governance 
In modeſt geſture and chafte countenance, 


Thus heau'n and nature hauing ſhew'd their skill 
In perfeRing a creature ſodiuine, 

Fortune, as loth ſo rare a worke to ſpill, 

At our Great Britaine Maid did notrepine, 

Bur did to her all happineſle affigne, 

Whereby no Prince on carth-yet.cuer was, 
That for rare gifts Elz4 did ſurpaſle. 
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Ceaſe then, yee black-mouth'dbrood of Enuies race, 


Men monſters-like, or monſters like tomen, 
Whoſe tongues with ſcandall tipr, ſeeke to diſgrace 
Our royall Soucraigne, /oves anoynted Queene, 
Whoſe like in any age hath ſeldome been + 

Ceaſe vipers, ceaſeI ſay, from your offence, 

In ſpitting poyſon at ſuch exceliavcs, 


Yet, if your EngliſhRomanized hearts, 
Gainſt naturescuſtome ſwell with foule defame, 
Brandiſh your tings, and caſt your vttmoſt darts 
Againſt the greatneſle of her glorious name, 
Yet ſhall itliue to your eternall ſhame ; 
Yea,though Rome,Spaine,and hell it ſelfe repine, 
Her fame on earth with ſun-bright light ſhal ſhine, 


And while that we, the brood of Phebae wit 
Ingolden verſe her deedsto light canbring, 
On mount Parnaſſus, as we ſafely fit, | 
In ſuch high ftraine her worth weall will ſing, 


Thatearths whole round ofher great fame ſhall rings 


For endlefle praiſe to het wellmay we giue, '' 
Thatdid proteQour cauſe, while ſhe didliue, 


(O) how the wreath of Pheabu:flowring bay, 
The viRtors due deſert and learnings meed 
Did flouriſh in her time wichout decay? - - |  / © 
Which to obtaine, each one did ftrive rexceed 
In high atchicuement of ſome glorious deed : 
Though now, alas, ſuch cuftome is forgot, 
And loue of caſe great Albions ſonnes doth blot, 


Lull'd in the boſome of ſecuritie, 
Vponth' _ bed of idle eaſe, 
Foully defacing true nobilitie, * 
Few now do care, but how they beftmay pleaſe 
The hungrie fancie of fweerloues diſeaſe, 

That pitie tis ſormany a worthie wight, 

Lets honor flic for fancics a] , 
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But wake (yee honor dImpes of noblerace)';/-} 11; * 


Englands Eliza. 


Rouze vp the dying ſparkes of courage bold, ' 
T'is Clyo ſpeakes to you, that ſhe may place 
Yourlaſting praiſes, writ with lines of gold, 


Inflyin 


Fames ares booke tobe inrol'd,--: -- - - 
Yea Fer your fathers late done deeds inflame .- 
Your ſleeping thoughtsto gaine a.gloriousname : 


Who thought it not true honors glorious prize 
By nimblic capring ina daintiedance,; -.. 


To win th'affes of womens wanton cies, - 
Ne yet did ſeeke their glorieto aduance - + 


By only tilting with aruſh-like lance, 


Bur did in dreadfull death themſeiues oppoſe, 7 
To winnerenowne againſt Ezaes foes. 


How ftoutly did they march inhonarsfield,-- ;- 

In ately Ration like the ſonnes of Fame, | 

Led by renowne, who nere didletthem yeeld, 
Though drown'd in death in midſt of martiall game, 
Till by their deeds they gain'd aglorious name, 


Whoſe valour ſtill E/za did dire - ; bs 
Each where tobeatdowne wrong and rightereR, 


| Rep.2,, When Englands Scotland in diftrefle did ſtand, 
_—_ Audios Guiſe intending her decay, - 
Englands faire Virgin lent her helpinghand; 
And ſoone did chace th'inſulting French away;. 
That proudly did their enſignes there _— $207) 
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For that braue Lord great Grey of Wilton hight, 
Did force them thence by warres impulfiue might. 


When France within it ſelfe divided flaod, : 
Th'afpiring Gaiſe in hoſtile furje bent. / + 
Againſt braue Condje, Prince of royall blood, 

Then our faire Queeneall danger to preitent, 

Great Warvicke ore the ſeas broad boſomeſent, __ . - 


1;lt 


Whoſe dreaded powers our Calicelofſehad quited; 7 
Had heau'nnot ſicknefſethtough his hoſtexcited:;--// -:>. 
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When Irelands great Oneale, firſt that did moue 
The Kernes and Callowglafles,men of might, 
Varto their Soueraignetorenounce their loue, 
Hight Henrie Side that heroick Knight, 
Did oft times turne him to inglorious flight, 
Till craytor-!like mong(t friends he found his fall, 
Who hew'd his bodic into pieces final}, 


Nor heere renowned Rasdo/brane Eſquire 
Can forget to giuetothee thy right, 


When with thine owne few troopes, whoſe hearts on fire 


Thy valour ſer,thou putt tro ſhamefull flight 

This Shane Oneale,and all his hoſt in fight: 
Where though thou fell in venturing paſtthe reſt, 
Thy name ſhall liue in Fames great booke expreſt. 


And heere at home, when in the North did riſe 
The louring ſtormesſtirr'd vp by diſcontent 
Of peace-diſturbers, who did enterprize 
By force of hand their Soueraignes right to rent, 
And take from her this kingdomes gouernment, 
Then food vp manyaloyall hearted Pcere, 
To ſhield her ſafe from threatning foc-mens feare, 


For well they knew, with right it could not ſtand, 
That any one their Soueraigne might diſplace, 
Andtake the Scepter fromthe Princes hand: 
The rule of many is abſurd and baſe, 
OnePrince muſt fit inthron'd injuſticeplace; 

For many heads, what bodie euer bare, 

That was not monſter-like and out of ſquare? 


Which little did thoſe jarring members know, 

When with their banner of the fiue wounds ſpread, 

And holy ſeeming crofle;a fained ſhow | 

Of their vagodly zealc, they firſt made head 

AtDurhams towne againltcheir Soueraigne dread, 
Where their firſt outrage men did ynderſtand, 
Incearing th holy writs of Gods owne hand, 

| Fif 3 
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790 Englands Eliza. 


Giinſt whom, theſe great Heroes vp did ſtand, 
Renowned S#ſex, th eldeſt ſonne of Fame, 
Great Warwicke, Rutland, and Rout Cumberlan 1, 
Bold Denorax, Howard Lord of Effingham, 
Braue Lord of Perham Willoxbyby name, 
S Cro0pe, Exers, Knoles, all men of famous might, 
From whom their foes to Scotland tooke their flight, 


And thou braue Hunſdox borne of Princes blood, 
Though laſt in place yet not the leaſt in name, 
* L, D. Whenadiſloyall Lord yndaunted Rood 
Tobid thee battell, to thy endlefle fame, 
Thou mad'({t him flie belnanked field with ſhame : 
*Gainſt whom with thy few troopes, thou didRaduance 
Andauthoriz'd high ſcruice with thy lance, 


Vpon the bankes, where filuer Chelc deth glide, 
With his three thouſand men in armes well dight, 
He ſtoutly ſtood and did thy charge abide, 
Gaini(t whomwith fifteene nn" thou did(t fight, 
And forc'd him yeeld ynto thy powerfull might : 
For heartlefle from the field away he fled 
To Scotlandby, to hide his ſhamefull hed, 


And as the Lordly Lion, king of beaſts, 
Whenke by chance hath loſt his wiſhed prey, 
Runs roring through the wood, and neuer reſts 
Till he haue truly traQ the readie way, 
Where he may Glow his eſcapedprey:- 
So noble H«nſdon with his conquering crew, 
His flying foe to Scotland did purſue, 


| Anno eodem With that ſtout ſonne of Mars, great Suſſex bent, 
12. Tinferrercuenge vpon the os by 

For miſdemeanor done, much time he ſpent 

In making hottile ſpoile on th'enemie, 

That ſought to ſuccour rebels treacheries _ 
Which done, loden with honorandrich fpoile, 
They made returne vnto their natiue ſoile, 


Enelands Eliza. 7291 
Thus did theſe Lordsto their faire virgin Queene, <f 
Rerurne with glorie got fromeucty place, 
Thoughat her greatnefle with malignant ſpleene, 
Many leaud ſonnes of Enuics helliſh race, 
Did much repine, and ſought her names diſgrace : 

For ſpitefull Enuie never doth repine, 

But where true vertues glorie moſt doth ſhine, 
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Downe in the deepes of earthsprofunditie 
Her dwelling is, in dungeons darkſome blind, 
Where ſhe nere ſces the bright ſunnes cheerefull cie, 
Ne comfort of the wholeſome aire doth finde, 
Toft to and froby gentle breathing winde ; 

But with the Fxries of the Stygian flood, 

Sits low in hell in hate ofhumane good, 
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The refileſle griefe,which tarking care doth breed, 
Her thoughts with endleſſe torment doth oppreſle, 
Her woes of others welfare do proceed, 
Ne euer is ſhe ſeene to laugh, vnleſſe 
Atluckleſſc hap of others ill fucceſſe; 

For others happineſle her woe doth bring, 


Andall herill fromothers good doth ſpring, 
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To this foule helhound from that bloed-built towne, - 
Which Tyburs filuer armes doe round imbrace, 
Blind Error came, where truth was troden downe, 
Sincebloodie Phocas to the worlds diſgrace, 
Did ſcat the firſt falſe Prieſt in Ceſars place z 

And thence didError take her ſpeedie flight * 

To Enuies caue to workethe world deſpight. 


Where when ſhe came before the hagsfoule ſight, . 
Elizaes glorie ſhe did oft propoſe, 
And more to whet her forward to deſpighy 
She ſhew'd how Truth and Loue their two chicfe foes, 
On that faire Virgin only did repoſe, 

Which Enuies malice did ſo much 'wgement, 

Thar ſhe throughout the world with Error went, 

/ Fff 4 Blinde 


92 England Eliza. 


Blinde Error bore foule Enuie on her backe, 
And ouer many kingaomstooke their flight, | 
Where Enuies poiſon mixt with Errors blacke, 
In ſcaldin : drops, as they did flie, did light 
Vpon the limbes of many awretched wighty 

Which through their veins diffus'ddid ſwiftly run, 


Choaking that loue, thatin their hearts did won, 


Atlength to Rome with Error, Enuie came, 
Where gorg'd with fulneſſe of exceſſme feaſt, 
Finding proud P3, fift of that falſe name;, 
Laid on ſoft couch his heauie head to reſt, 
Shelaid her ſcuruie fiſt ypon his breft, 
And from his feet, euen to his ſleepic head, 
She made her poiſon canker-like to ſpread. 


And with more malice to augment his hate, 

She did propoſe ynto his enuious eye, 

Th'admired glorie of E/;zaes ſtate, 

And his loſtpriuiledge and dignitie 

In this her kingdome of great Britanie ; þit 
Which did fo vex great Pius, thatonnought, ; 
Butmiſchiefe gainſt our Queene thenceforth he thought, 


His threatning Bull, whoſerore in ages paſt, 
The ſuperfticious world did terrifie, 
Amongſt Elzaes ſubiets he did caſt, 
Thereby to alienate their loyaltie,. 
And dutie vow'd to her Soueraigntie ;: | 
Yea pardon in ithe did denounce to all, 
That from our Queene their dutie would recall. 


T1 ” Which Bull, (fond Fe/ron ) thy ynhappie hand 


Did fixe ypon that Prelates Palace gate, 
. Which doth by Pauxles high towring temple ſtand; 
Where thou did'ſt iuſtly meete thy wretched fate, 
The meed, that traytors ſteps doth till awaits 
Nor could that Prieſt remit thy foule offence, 
Though with large finne his Bull did then diſpences- 
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And though he did denounce both pardonandeurſe, : 

Yertby the one ſmall comfort did tthou find, - 

Ne yet was Englands happie ſtate the worle ;- 

But as in gloomie caues and corners blinde, - 

The ſuns Bri ghtblazing beames moſt clearewefinde; 
So did the Virgins glorie ſhinemoſt brim, | 
When her proud focs did ſeeke the ſameto dim. 


For hereupon, when with rebellious ſword, | 

Thoſe ſtout ſtrength-breathing Iriſh vp did ſtand, 

Renowned Dexorax Vicount Hereford, 

Thatmoſt illuſtrate Lord of high command, 

No ſooner did approch with powerfull hand, 
But that the rebels rs with his name, . 
Armeslaid aſide, in humble mannercame:; - 


Brian CMac-Phelin, that much ſcath had done, - - 

With Ferdorongh MacgillaFich, that bold Knight, ., 

By ſome ſurnam'd the blind Scots valiant ſonne; 

With Odonel, Roze,Oge and Macknel hight, 

Did yeeld themſclues to farnous Dexorax might, 
Which ſhewes, that he ofheau'n beloued was, 


That withoutblood could bring fuchthingsto paſſe, -- 


And heau'n, the more to bleſſe our happic Queene,, 

After this Romiſh Buls loud bellowing rore, . 

Three times the famous Frebiſher was _ | 

In winged barkes full fraught with golden ore,, . 

Dancing ore Neptwnesbacke toEnglands ſhore: | 
For /a/on-like to his eternall fame, - . 
Thrice from Catay with geldenFleece he came, - 


To adde more fame to this for future time, - 

Creat Drake to quell their pride that had ſet downe, 

Their Neplms witrainthe fartheſt clime | 

By ſeas, ſands,rocks and many a ſea-fieg'd towne, 

Did compaſle earth in ſpightof Nepranes frowne; - 
For which his name with famefor aye is crown'd, 


Whoſe barke ſill ailes abour the worlds whole rotind;.}. 
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tI.15.21, Whoſc conquering {word on Neptznes high command 


794 — —Englmar Obes. 


E::z-4cs hapleſſe focs hath often met, 
And brought them captiue with victorious hand, 
Rich fraught with ſpoile to Albions rockie ftrand, 
Whereb the pgreatneſſe of Elrzaes name 
A mebeth y land and ſeas became, 


O what aprincely charge did ſhe maintaine 
Of men, munition and artillirie 
In flying caſtles on the purple maine, 
Which on the clowds of 7 heris liquid skie, 
Sceming to frisk about for jollitie, 
Stood like ſafe centinels 'bout EnglandsThore 
Making ſeas tremble at their caunonsrore, 


Thus did the heau'ns ſhowre downe felicitie 

In ample manner on Eliz.2es tate, 

Ar which Romes holie fire did Rill enuie, 

Who failing in our Engliſh home-bred bate, 

In foraine 7 ap ſhew'd his malignant hate : 
For by falſe Deſmonds meanes he made greatſhow 
Gainſt our E/:zzaes weale to worke much woe, 


Anno Reg, Butheau'n did ſoone q__ againſt his might 


Th'heroick ſpirit, that burned in the hart 
Ofnoble Grey of #/1/ron, thatbold Knight, 
Who vnto wounds did challenge th'aduerſe part 
In manie a field, who hauing felt the ſmart 
Of his keene ſword, the Fouteſ hid hished, 
And from his furie to the wilde woods fled. 


And when th Iberian troopes did there diſplay 
Romesenſigne, in that caſtle hight Del Ore, 

In Deſmonds cauſe againſt our Queene, great Grey 
id thunder gain'ſt their walls with cannons rore, 


. Ne would from fierce affault defift hefore 


Vnto his furie paſſage he had made 
In Spaniſh blood whats his conquering blade, 


Thus 
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Thus all his plots till filing in th'euent, 
Preuented by heau'ns all-foreſceing eye, 
A fon miſchiefes now he gan inuent, 


Inuaſjon, outrage, murder, treacherie, 

Sounding the depths of all iniquitie ; 
For all black deedes his vice-blackt thoughts could find 
Heturndand return'dio his vengefullminde. - 


ST rms _—_ 
o——_ —_—_— 


. 


Vpon his furrowed front, the ſignes of Ire, 
Furie and rage, did fitlike lowring night, 
And both his burningeyes like loying fire 
Beneath his bended browes did ſparkle bright, . 
As irefull lightnings of his hearts deſpight, - - . 

Yea nought could mollific his raging teene, 

But blood and vengeance gainſt our royall Queene, 


Amongſt his holie ſonnes he cald a queſt, -. . 
Whoſe counſel! to his miſchiefe might.gine Ways: 
And to hisraging thoughts art length/giuereſt, | 
Setting his wrath on wing againſtrifae day, 

Whercin he purpoſd Englands ſwift decay; 
= Forbythemall incounfſellt'was decreed, 


England ſhould fall, El;z4er hart ſhould bleed... 


Z Thetime was ſetby ftratagems deviſe,” . 
And force of hands to worke their wicked hate, 
The perſons choſen for thatenterpriſe, - 
All bentto tread downe Englands happie tate 
Beneath the feece of ſome diſaſter fate, 

Boſting abroad before the deed was done, 

By their firme yalor, what rich prize was wone.. 


— 
= 


> IE IT IIS OO ra SOIT 


- RE en 0 2946 GEES" fi 
De CAE. rh - = 
<< wi > 
_— 


L 7 & d TIO 24> _— <4 
L EATAIE tome 5 apa Ire png—e—enge Cs. oy iT ”? 
CCC CR CC CEE A eee eee ew—_w———_—_——_—__—__———_——GW__ ooo 
F tn SET. Cunrs..wy ec. ap OE” OJ 
_ "BEV A : LCEBLICSTALI -_ Oc or neg s DOE = a2 


The conquerd nations of the Indianfoyle, 2 
At whoſe huge wealth the world is madeto wonder. bY 
Their mothers wombe were forced to diſpoyle- . © | 
Andrudely rend her goldentibs iutunder, ; 
Thereby to ſet on wing warres rorivg thunder : 
For ſouldiers thoughts on golden wings fliefar, -. 
And carths rich ſpoiles are finewesof the war, 


Many 


Ann Reg. 
23, 


796 Englan 75 Eliza. 


Manie tall Pines were leueld with the plaine 
By the confederates of the Latin ſhore, 
Being taught to flie vpon the purple maine 
By force of winde and ſtrength of fable Oare, 
That on the ſolid ground food firme before, 
Whoſe hiugeneſſe mightiemountaines did reſemble, 
Making the monſters of the.deepe to tremble. 


The famous Artizans, thatby their art 
Do imitate the thunder of the skie, 
And digging downe intothe earths black hart, 
With that ſalt humor, that doth bidden lie, - 
Into the ayre make fieric _—_ flie, 
Wereall imploy'd by Spaines ſupreme command 
To hurle their thunder gainſt our ſca-lieg'dland. 


All warre habiliments they did prepare Mt | 
Toſerſterne Marsyponhisconqueting feete, p 
Their farre-fetchr Indian gold they did-nor ſpare, ' | 
That nothing might be wanting, that was meet 
To furniſhout their moſt vnconquered fleet; 

Before all. which was conſummate and done, 

Bright Phabwus ofthis yearely racehadrunnes 


Meane time Romes dragon rouſde his bloodie creſt, 
And wau'd his wings, from whence thatrabble rout, 
That hell-hatch'd brood, who fed on Errors breſt 
And ſuck'd her poyſonous dugs, came crawling out 
As was their woont, to flie the worldabouts © 
For thoſe he hatch'd beneath his ſhadie wings, '' 
F'imploy 'gainſtPorentatesand mightielt Kings, 


- —_— «I. oo a. a &. 


Mayie ef theſe to Englands ſhores he ſent, . 

All diverflie attir'd in firange array, 

Cloſely thereby to worke his fou'c intent, re 

And by theirpreſence to prepare a way 

Againſt the enterprize of that great day; 6 pgs 
In which Spainespotent fleere the worlds great wonder, 
With hidious hoxrot ſhould gainſt ys enthunder, 


Moſt 


Could ſineepe awayrecord of ſuch foule ſhame) 

Were home-borne Impes yntimely ſhot vp ſprings 

Of Britaine brood, Britaines alone by name, - | 

By nature monſters bornegf foule defame; | 
That ſoughtthe ruine,ſhame, decay.anddeath; {;;;-., ;,-1/. 
Of their deare dam, from whom theytaok theirbreath;:z/ 


Vakindly Impes, cuenfrom your birth accurſt, . 
Deteſted ftock of le rn rarer 
e 


That ſoughttoatiſheyous burtingehir@ 1 /41ic// 11) 1+,» 
By drinking vp.your dying mothersbload; /.,; 10 ---/- [477 
Making her death yout life, her hurt your good; | 12 


Your deeds are ſunke to Plutoes darkſome den, 
Shame is your portion mongſthe ſonnes of men, 


| Mee ſeemes, I fee them walkaboutithe brim-);/ ety on 39 
Of black Styx Be cap 4 rs doth wonnez; -:';' +> 
Prince of - an tanddarkneffe gloomiegrim,'. - | / 
Howling for paſſage, wheredeep Styx doth run, 

Although in yaine, their funerall rites not done : 
For hatefull fowles'ofheaw'n beingrheirbeſt grave, 
No paſſage to. E/yzinivcanthey baue.-,/:) {6 [210 


Alas, how Etror,Enuie and Deſpaite ' - 

Did troope them vp toleade them an the way, 

Error orecaſttheir skie, 'darkened their ayre, 4433-3 af 

Obſcur'd their ſight, then Enuie didaſſay ns weird 

To make them ſeeke Truths tuipeanddecays >/i;.-, 1! +52) 
Which hauing faild, Deſpaire tothem did bring 7] 
Confuſion,ſhame, and conſcience griping ſting. - 


In fatall barkes faſt flying ore the maine, «| - 1, 1 1 4582, 7, 
They daylie came with doRrine ſeeming ſound, + + 1 
In which as meritorious they maintaing,j -. |; i: - | 

The bloodie hand, thatſhould his Prince confound, 

If good thereby to holy church-redoun'd, | |. - 
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This Engliſh Romane wrerch with thanic more” 
Did fpred themſelves difguisdabour theland, 
Seducing daylic both the rich and poore | + 
Againſttheir Prince to lift rebellious hand, 
Renouncing as vniuſt her dread command, 
And 'painſt the time - ns to prouide - - 
With forren force toſet yp Romanepride. 
And then with dread and horror to diſmay 


Their wauering thoughts, they ſet beſore their eyes 
The generall {laughter of that diſmall day, - ©: © 


When Spaines black fleet on Neprunes _ ckies ated 


Should woefull England ſaddenlie ſurpriſe; 
Wiſhing them craue the Popes proteQion 
T'eſcape ſuch horrorand confuſion, © 


Bur as the wolfe diſguis'd with fleecieskin - - 
Oflillie ſheep, the ſhepheard long did blinde, --' 
And mongtithe flock thereby did credit win, 

Till he at length, did by hisbloodie minde- 

Bewray himſelfe to be a wolfe by kinde : - 


So they, though making manie Saint-like ſhowes : 
Did by their deeds themſelues atlength diſcloſe. *- '''. | 


With ſhamefull death, their ſhamefull lives took end, 
Leauing on earth for fignes of infanrie | 
Their totter'd carcaſes, to whichnofrend.-- 


Atanie time, could giue due obſequie,”* 1-1! #2117 


Or ſcarſe bewaile their woefſull deſtiniez/' - > - 
But left they were for prey, both daics and nigh 
Toblack nightrauensand to hungrie kives, © 


Which might hauebeena terror yntothoſe, 
That afcer ſoughtthe faire Elizaes fall, '- 
Andin their hartsdid wickedlie fuppoſe 
To Englands bounds againe back to recall :. 
The Popiſh pride and Romane ſlauiſh chrall: 
Bur after this did manie'yndergoe |: {1 1119/1 


Dire deathand ſhame, toworke Blizacs woes > 


Firſt 
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Enplanas Eliza. 
Firſt furious Sommernile, that poſtingcame, 
With his owne hands to a his Soucraignes death, 
Preuented in the way, to ſhun ſuch ſhame | 
As might enſue, did Rop his owne deare breath, 
Thinking the ſame a far more glorious death ; 

But fimple man with far more ſhame thereby, 

Thy trembling ghoſt ynto.the dead did flie, 


The next, whoſe ſhame no time away ſhall ſweepe, 
Was he, whoby the helpe oftraytors hand, . 
Searching the mi _ Neptunes waterie deepe; 
Vs'dall hisart andskill to vnderſtand- 
The depth of cuery hauen in this land; . 

Thereby to giue ſafe conduQ to the foe, 

And bring < in to worke his countries woe, 


He went to that great Geds dread kingdomes bounds, 
Who ofcen chargeth on the clouds inskie, . 1 
Who cuffes the | who by.his power confounds - 
High hils and mountaines, who doth terrifie-. 
Euen the ſad ghoſts of Plutoes rie; 
He went to know, what winde the Fleet ſhould wing, 
That ſhould confuſion ynto England bring, 


(O vnremorſefull man ! ) (6 wretched wight!). 

Shame to thy ſelfe and thy poſteritie,. 

Nor friends nor countries good, to whom of right-- 

Thy care was due, nor loue of loyaltie 

Tothy dread Queene thy heart mightmollifie, 
But wing d with miſchicfe,hauing once begun, -. 
Thou to yntimely death didſthead-Jong run. 


Whoſe wretched ſteps, in that ſame fatall way 
That leads to houſe of death, loe many more 
Had follow'd faſt in giuing like aflay, 
Had not our Queene, whoſe virgin boſome bore 
A melting heart admir'd formercie ſtore, 

In pitic farexcell'd th'impietic 

Oftheir falſe treaſon'gainſt her Maieſtie... 
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Out ofher bountious grace and Princely mind, 


Seldome on earth ſuch mercie ſhall wefind, 

For which ſtrooke blind with ſhame of their offence, 

Againſt a perſon of ſuchexcellence, © + + 
They ſent their owne hand writstoreſtifie'  ' ©: 
This worthie deed to all poſteririe,” 7 


Yet thatvngratefull man, to whom before 
Iuftly conuited for foule felonie, 
Renown'd Eliza didloſtlifereftore, © 


Vpon the perſon of her Maieſtie, 
To wit that boaſter, who did beare the name 
Of Doctor Parrieto increaſe his Fame. 


The Babylonian bawd;whoſe/flrumpet-breath _ 
Giues li totreaſon, did with him conſpire 
To end their vengeance in the Virgins death; 
And left his heart ſhould faileand he retire 
From his intent, to wing him with efire, 
His ſoule from ſin, from death, and hell was freed; 
With impious hands to a&tthis tragicke deed. - 


The fooliſh man withreſolution came, 

As ſent from heau'n, yet did ithought auaile: 

For getting licence to this royall dame 

With her to talke alone, hisheart did faile, 

Herlookes alone his height of ſprite did quaile; -' ' 
For daunted with her fight, he did repent, 
Andcloſely fought to colour his intent, 


'Hedid declare to her, how he had taken 

A ſolemne oath to take herlife away, 

And how her Souerajgntie he had forſaken, 
The Romiſh beaſt as Fame head tobay, 
Who by his hands expected her decay, 

To which, he ſaid, he did but ſeeme tagree, 
That ſo it might by him detetedbee. 2 


he 


Theroyall Virgin, when as ſhe did heare © 
The wicked purpoſe of her treacherous foe, ' 
To ſhew how little ſhe the ſame did feare, 
Pardon'dhimin ſecret, that no Peere mightknow 
His leaudintent,and ſo might worke him woe : 
O heightofPrincely ſpirit, = humane ſence! 
O merciepaſt compare, for ſuch offence! - 


Yet this falſe wretch, in whoſe obdurate heart 


" Noloyalllouedid dwell,perfiſted till 


In his blacke treaſon, and did vie all art ' 

Ofc times with dagger, dagor any ill, 

Teffe@ the pu A of his bloodie will : 
Which onadale g brought tolight for ſuch offence, 
His grudging ghoſt with ſhame was poſted hence, 


Thus Romesblood-thirſting wolues with cruell pawes, 


_ daily to deuoure our Virgin Lambe, 
And plunge poore England in deaths yawning iawes, 
Hiding for aye the glorie of her name, 
Rakte vp in cinders of a ruthlefle flame : 

Thereby rextinguiſh that celeſtiall light, 

Which Romes red Dragon did ſo ſore affright, 


They knew for certaine, while our gloriouslampe, 

Our Maiden Queene did liue to lend vs light, 

She would diſperſe foule errors diſmall dampe, 

Which ſuffocates the ſoule, and choakes the fight 

With fearefull ſhadowes of eternall night; 
Yeamuch they fear'd pure truths truelight diuine, 
Which then in forren ſhores began to ſhine. 


The ſea-diuided ſeuenteene lands greatnation, 

The Belgick borderers by the bankes of Rheine, 

Caſt hr yoke, and left their blind deuotion, 

With one conſent beginning to incline 

Vntoa truth more perfe, more divine; ; 
Which they with martyr'dblood did long maintaine, 
Gainſt thinquiſition 5-4 Spaine, 
88 


$02 Enplands:Ebxa. 
eAn.codem. Butat the laſt, when wigh-watres —wwenk ahh " 
27 Donlohnof Auſtria agd'his watlike band} 

Began to ſhake the Belgicke State in finder, /-:ii- 
To tyrannize andbringithem withſtrong handy Ter 
Beneath the yoke of Phi/jps erne command; 


EFF! 


The great Eliz@they did humblis crave; 201i; 


Their Belgick State %omboſtilefooile. ro Hy 9; _”F 


The Briton Maid remorſefull of their Wark r 
In their defence did lift her royallihand,. - 


Againſtthe threats of chejiqading ors, . (1 _— RA EP 
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And ſent in fafe conducta ywharlike band; . 1-125 > 151 17 _ : NO 
VVith fame-grac'd Norritesothe Bolgicke Rieand; n' 
V Vhich with his -yaliantcrew he'did maintaige,- 
Againſtthe incurfions of the power of Spaine; : 
eAn. coder. Meane time th vndaunged: Deo nogimedi rp, (\;0 ' etiil 
Drakes voy- Vpon the maine King Philips powers to ſeafe,-'» 1-3 
age to Car- VVho thought himſelfethe Neprunc ofthe deepe: $] b, 
_ Nd But of ſuch yoke, the ſea-godsfonnes toeaſe, | - / 7 
_ Drake tooke from him the: ſcepter. of the ſeas, - 3:sH 
Andputthe fame jj his faire Soueraignes Patd, f 
Teaching the deepeto-know hermilde command... 


Her winged Barkes, like ſea-Nymphesin ——_—_—_ 
The aged ſea-gods daughter lafelybore, ', _ |: 
Whoſe nimble dance the deepe did ſo delight, 

That bout their boſames.ſweeping by the ſhare 
The filuer waues did play with wantolu rove, 1: 


$13! 


Thinking themſelues releas'd from _ of Spaine, 


Whoſe gold-heap'd mountaines di 


With theſc vpon theiſeas, che noble Drake | 
Did faile as Lord gf th'Ocean Em ties! co 
At whoſe dread name th/lberians fans ts did quake, 
Who leftthe rule of Neprunzs moiſtnedskie- : 

To ——taw- command, and.tothe ſhores did flic, - 


—_ the maine. 


now foranciena WLongs: doneleng beſore, | 
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Brave Carlile, Winter, Frobiſher and Knoles; rc) 5, ( 11 
; With many more of Neprwnesnobltrabey on og note onaitoct 
Madepecopled citiesplace for beaſts andfowles,- + 7 hn 
Burnt bowers, ſackttowers, raz'dtownes before the face.  ::-:/ 
Of their baſe foes, who fled withifoule diſgrace, 
Leauing wife, children; 
By ſtranger people to be 


kf 


ldand goods forpray;* i 3i/iv7 10 

Be awaye!s: 50 51 ro noe nin 

Foure townes in this their voyage they did foile, 

Firſt did Saint Iago by.their power decline, +] 

That done, then Saint Domingo didthey fpoile, i (1itt ( 

Next towring Carthagena, andinfine tl ifiovorniied i 

In Terra Florida, Saint Auguſtine: » = 11t, 
Thus fortune with rich {potletheir deeds did 
And home they came with -gloriceandrenowne. 


And while theſe valiant men; true ſonnes of fame; : - / | a 
In forren ſhores ourfoe-mensforcedid quell,” + (lt 14 Yo 
And by their deeds made knowne E/izaes name, cerm: £30þ 
The ftif-necke Iriſh proudly did rebell,, -- | 
Whoſe hearts with tubborne pride did euer ſivell : bien] 54th 

But noble Bingham, thatilluftrateKnight,;-: '- 1 | 

Did bring themdowneandtametheir towtingmight, ! i: 


'T 


wne, 


When that falſe traytor, © Mahowne Obrian | 20.28; 
To Romes proud Appadongd hisloue-to ſhow, = = 
In Thomond with rebellious hand began note confir- 
To ftirre vp ſtrife, and watke his countries. woe, med vader the 
In hope to haue been backt * forrenfoe, re 
In wazre affaires this Bingham far tenown'd, men imployed 
In caſtle Clanowen did him confound. in this ation, 
And when the B«rkes, who did falſe rumouts noiſe 
Of wrong intended gainſt their-countries good, 
With C/angibbons, with Clandennels and [ojes, 
Themſelues in armes did bound and proudly ftood 
On daring tearmes in field to ſpend their blood, 
Renowned Bingham with his yaliant crew, 1. | 
Did them through woods from cauetacaucpurſue;; 1 
f Ggg 2 And 
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$04. England's Eg. 
And when the Redſhankes on the borders 
Incurfions made, and rang'd in barrell 
Tobeare his charge, from field he made them flie, 
Where fiſhie Moine didbluſh with crimſon blood 
Of thouſand foes, that periſhrt inthe flood, = 
For which braue Bi»gham crown'd with endlefle fame, 
Enioyes oneartha neuer dying name. | 


Although theſe ciuill warres ofhome-bred hate, 
Sixtus Dvintus Firſt hatcht at Rome by Englandsancient foe; 
Pope. Did much diſturbe Ekzaes bleſſed tate, 
Yet didthe royall Virginnot _— 
Th'afflited Belgians | cnn in depth of woe ; 
But to ſupport them gainft all foes annoy, 


Earle of Leic. For thatdefigne, ſhe Dudley did employ. 


Who [aſon-like to Colchos Hand bound, 
_—_ To fetch the golden fleece by force ofhand, 
With many great Heroes far renown'd, 
Paſt with triumphant ſailes ore ſeasand fand, 
From Englands ſhores vnto the Belgicke ftrand, 
Where after all their high atchieuements done, 
Their fleece was fame,their gold was gloriewots 


O noble Virgin) (6 victorious dame, 

nglands Bellona, nurſe of chiualrie) 

What age brought forth ſomany fonnes of fame, 

In all the worlds thrice-changed Monarchie, 

As in the time of thy great _— 
Whoſe deedsfrom Englands bounds did beare thy name, 
Asfaras Phebus ſpreads his golden flame, - 


Who now arriuing on the Belgiancoaft 
VVith fatall ſteele diddeepe ingraue thy name, 
Vpon the proudeft creſts in that great hoſt 
That with the vyaliantPrince of Parma came, 
EnaCting wonders for immortall fame; 

VVitmneſle thoſe famous deedsby Zwtpher done, 


Where manyhigh exploits were yndergone, - 


Pu. -» A eorl; 7 


{i'/. Recorded it 


Alchough the foe farre morein number werey / © 0 C20 L _- w_ 

Yetdid ourmen with Har: fwift-witiged feer, + 7-007 911 —_ _ 

Charge on their troopes, whoſe heaxslirooe dead ith ene; | 1233. iaken 11M 

Vnable torelift, they backedidbeare, > 27 197 once! Hears WA 
'T'whom valiant Audlie intheir aint recoyle, ' 72le 37it> 0110'% bee ww! 
With his toot-bands alone didgiue the foyle., tt 

Then th'Aibancis vnto the reſcuecatie” 2 JN »2} 3115 = cl 


With their horſe troupes,mongt whomout News apr 
And boldly ſfingl1'd out a many offame; 
Gainſt whom his piftoll with full charge he bent 


To act his fall ; bur filing in thievene, | £05! 7 OT a 

His foe-mangheadbe with the ame did: greey) MEL HOG VP 

And made him fall athis WORN f1t* Sorrine 13 | 
Next noble 7:illoughby with lavee inreſt, no! "TOO TION ' Lo,Will.of 
Arm'dlike the godofwarre on'win' edhorſe, 2161. 1117 1] Broebeie. 


Met Captaine Geor; it 27965778 2 g {qr 4 
Whom Fom his es pow, foree, [ 
He downe did bearein hiswindeowinged courſe, mole, 1114/1136 1 
Who falling faid, I yeeldineto wy angher ns UL TFLG © This heſpake' 
In tharl ſee thou artaſeemedyKnighs & ©HONEGY 03 91.01 French, . BY 


Then noblc Deyoraky Mrrhis fiſonne, 2." 7'-. Rob: Exile 
Chear'd vp his troope (nero) que, The 1 Bile © 
The honorable preaſe leeysnorſhunne;"' HFS 20S #h wn 
Ne with the dread of deaddifiatedbe;” DUIGEE LT] AAS 31 
Bur for your countries otiefollow mer: edJ1112535 TEITG Off 

Which ſaid, he fierd g'd oo thenemie, CO 3:07.04 

And ſhew' d high Teen?” 3G, 


To ſecond him, R«ſbilthat marciall Knight, '/ wixing nov 
Like fcathered Daten hllcdembom, Fro 191 frotk OY 
Orboyflerow Bower NIN. MAOLYHA ot ni Reel, 
With weightielancedid clia evyponthefoe, Woald mtes bak 
And horſeand man to inery 75> crfurn 1 4 (i'd 

Who with affri age dfrom his furierunne, _ 

00 abraying —_ the King of beaſts doth ſhuanne, 


Ggg 3 Among 


3 i ae! 
ili 


_ 
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50S ns ands& [84s 
Amongſtthem all,thatimpeofhonors bed, .-.'- Mn fear Of 
That Worthie of the worlg, that hardie Knight, 

The noble Side toaduentures led ich 

With glory-thirſting zcalejn deaths'deſpight, 

Vpon on himſelfe did noblie-quight:- 

For in one skirmiſh with high valiancie, 

Thrice did he charge vpontheenemie. 


But curſed Fortune, foe tofampusinen, ,; 1 i 15 ls 
Beholding Srdnies deeds withenuiqusEie,. 1033 +1 to: 1217 


Turning her malice into ragingiteene,. :: : 111/, i,7; rt 


With deadly ſhot did wound Huh on the thigh, -. | 
Which from a foe-mans fatallpecce did fliez? z:1c! ; il: oil 4 
Whoſe timeleſle end;ifzime did ſervethereto,,, Cy" <9 +; ({ [ 
I ſhould beyaile in lines of laBing woes 11G mic! um bon4 


; Many more ſfonnes of Mas his noble tace,:!\r ld 


In this daies fight Epubfome ith erill wonne, 

Yea many high crete ſpace; We £3';>T6 

By many a woxthie wightwere-yndergone po.) fi monte 

Mongſt whom that.deed with refolution donez-< i - > ot 
By valiant Welles, and the Belgian:Skinks, © nll 0k 7 
Downe to obliuions den {hall newerfioke; 110111 -Þt 135 if 


Anno-cedem For when that well wall dtowpe,which Venlo-hight,. Id2n nat, 


23. | Wasround abg{ttbogirted by the foe;i!-;; 


e '4 
} S727. - 
Fad n 


H. Archer Au- Huge ſpirit and high conceit did ſo excite! 5; 5+ ol one nn ct 


thor, 


Stout Williams mightie mind, to ynderpoe!:, - |» is cot 9 
Some great attempt, thathg fullibent toifhow: 11; 11-2 101 30d 
Proofe of his valaur. by ſome. famous det; vii > LEG oi 
With hardie Skinks this wonder didenacts. {On 


When grizly nightherjron catre-had driven; 935093} 07 


''” From her darke mauſtpo houſe, that hiddenilies!! > :21l-5t 02) | 


[ 
In Plstoes kingdome, tothe topofheathy/ in! oftgd if) 
And with black cloake of clouds mufflug the skies,.' UIOIST | 
With faþle wings ſhueypallwakefulleies,o: io nl th 
Obſtur'd wich darkneſſegrim theybbth did go, 7 ll 
To act this{iraagetnypon thofoge:7 243 235 IQ 72 iy IG ets 


> Uh Is i) 
CG £03 
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Enplands Eliza. 
Huſhe were the winds; thevite all filentwas, © © ber noctl 
Sad was the night, in skies appeat'dnoftarregi em 
Yet through darkehorrordreadlefſe did they paſſe, | 
Andlifining vnto euery breachof aire, I 
With ſtealing ſteps this dangerous worke did dare, 

Whom ar the fengrh chedark nights [hadic wing, 

Into the foe-mens campe dideloſelybring. ' 


Where,when they came the vtmoſt watch they found 

Vpon the ground alt careleflely difpread, 

Who tir'd with'toile;lay in deepeſleepe faſt drown'd, 

And as they ſlept, each oneſecureofdread,, tf 

His weapon had faſt fixed athis head, | 
Mongſt whom like hungrie wolues onflockes vnkept, 
Stour Skinke and worthie Williams boldly Rept, | 


Then death triumpht inflaughter oftheſlaineg {ic +175 72! 

Soules ſtrugling in the pangsof matyawound, + +1 

Departs in griefeand makes aire fiptragaine, © 1 

Swords bluſht with blood;/grim/hvroridid abound, : (> ©5111 1.7 

A crimſon dew to6d on thegraffieground 3-1 tt 11h ls 05.45% lh 
Diſorder, dread, death, ni6ife and darkneffe grim; /'>i 17 
In blood and goreof flaughtred foes did fivim,. (1: > fi: - 7 


By the till watch arid'two fit6ng<courrs of gardy? -:-:i/3 »!iclvr 149 
Through death,through blood andatmes they boldly vent; > 17 | 
Vntill theyedinQ Where horriblie they ſcar'd 5 ©: ini" 1 The Prince 
The Prince himſelfeſweerſleeping in histenty” ;f of Parma, 
Whom in their power they lon 7 to circurmwen,.; | 

Where many a noblexwight: aft ſnoring drown'd; =": 

In deepeſt ſleepeWith death they did-confound;:.- -» > ': 0 


But as their ſwordYtheyiry their foes did ſheath; 
Atlaſt, through maſſactes,'through ſhrikes and cries ' 
Of fad ſoules groning in che fary $ ofdeath;-! 1: 

On euery ſide the ſtartled foegtidriſe; 0775 7 3s 1 7 
And ſhrikt out thickealitives ro ſhin farprifey!i't ov 1 Ns - 
Crying arme;arme/ whereby appalld with feare, 51 0 
(Th whole hoſtin ſfitdden throhgsallbacheredwere, 1 * 

: ak Gge 4 Then 


Zos' Englaids E liza.” 
- Then fled the valiant Skinke, blackedeath rofhun, -!, - 1 77 
But hardie Willems incontentionſtoed:. /: ;;; --/ ror bed 
With his great mind, ifhe more fame thaue won, 
Should ftoutly ſtay, and hazard his owne/good, - -.. 
With ſlaughtering ſword to ſhed more foc-mens blood ; 
Whereby atlength indepth of dagger dtown'd, 
By armed foes, he wasifhcircled round, - . 


Butby aduantageof the gloomienight//: - ----- an 
Amonglt the foe-mens troopes, vnknowne he/goes, .— _ -.,,,/ 
And cri'd, whete's#4liams ?whire is elliams hight? ji; 16” 
To whomagaine one anſwer 'dmongſtthe fbes, | .-!) as Lan 
Purſue, —__ with ſpeed, before hegoes: {i 1,1 
Thus cloudie nightthis worthie wight.did Bag; Hao) 
Who ſhun'd his foes, andfled hisdarkſome graves. 1” 10:7 


Theſe werethe fofterchiltren'df thatnurſe;;: - - 

Englands Minerua;Queenc of gloriebright,' : - Þ evo 

Whothrough the paths of warre their avay did force,._ .; | 

In armes to gettrue honors mend bymight,! | {;/+ 3:f1l cc 4 

And grace cir name:with-titjeof:zeve Knight;,!! - +; 4 
Waich honorid order 6nly yertuds meed, ©; |;--,.', :41, © 


Each one then purchas'd by:ſome glorious deed, 2 


But while theſe Cypraines wedded 4artenowne,,. rg Tiftod: yd 
True lpyal}ſubitet aroyallQueene, 1 donor: 259 done 
2417 -"On Belgian ſhores thejr Soueraignts head did cromwne, --,; ii 
+ With conquering wreath of neuer vading greene;. ../ , 
In ſpight of ſpightlar aye freſhtobefcene, ;- 0 1121 ct 1 1, 
Romes ragihgiPgthen full of furious wrath.) ;: 3 YEW 77 1 
Did once az;alnebelchvpthispoiſhned frotÞe- 2201 {12 2127) 11] 


| Anno eodem Foureteene falſe traytorsftom datke reaſons den, - | _.,./; .. -:;! 
| 28, He vpdidcall, fayte clues of enuiousnight, /!)- +: /- 10-73; - + 
Rebels accurſt, monitersabhorr dofmen,n: - ig why ft 
Who for the black fleet nowalrendie dight,-; 7 Srabi2} vio oi 
To paſle th'vnfruirfultdeepe with all hermight;,; {1 1116 +11 | 
Should makefie paſſage gainſt chargread full dayycysy - i; 
By cheir ſweet Prinseandtounries ſwiſedecays. arts 
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Enplands Eliza. 


Fallard, firftauthor.in'this villanie, 


Sent from the triple-crowned ſonne of night, 


To pur in mo e this their treacherie, . 
Proud Babington and Saxage did excite, 
VVirh varemorſefull hands of violent might, 


To ſpoile and ruinate their countries goud, - . 


o 


And bathe their ſwords in their deare Souerai ones blood; 


Six reſolute and bloodjie minded mates, 
Should haue been actors in-hes tragedie, 
Then the graue Peeres and honorable States, | 
Had been the ſlaughter df theirbutcherie,: 
And thou (06 glorie of this Emperie):” +: - >: 


Thy loftic towers been leuellFd with the plaine, 
Thy nauie burnt, and many achdufand ſlaine.-. 


Such diſimall deeds and blacke confuſion; 


By proud Romes twice-ſeuenſfonnes intended were 


Againſtthe ctimeofthatinuaſion,... 


Swift-winged fame aboutthe world did beate; 


» - o» ' a; | 
Report whereof with tetror and with feare, -/. 


* 


Buthigh heau'ns King,who forhisſeruantchoſe 
Our Virgin Queene,theit drifts did ſobhe diſcloſe. 


Their plot bewray'd, each oneidid ſeeke refcape, 


Vengeance purſuing them fromiplace toplace, 
Hight Babmgton attir'd inRuſticke ſhape, 
With walnut-leaues difcolouring his face, 


Did ſecke teſcape ſad death and foule diſgrace: 
Andall the reli being clad in ftrange diſguiſe, 
Wirh trembling feare did ſeeke to ſhun ſaxpriſe, 


As guiltie homicides, that in dead night. 
Purſu'd for tragick deeds ofidiſmall death, 


To woods and grouesdiſperſt,do take-their flight, - 

Whoſe gloomie fhadethey trembling ſtand beneath, ;* -/ - 

With fainting knees,cold ſpiritand panting breath, 
VVith feare,expeRingattheir backes behinde, . 


c The purſuit mage aremerypuffe of winde: - 


# 


$10 Englands Eliza. 

Euen ſo theſe wretched men, whoſe ſelfe-doom'd foules, 

Now prickt with deepe remorſe, did = looke 

To be the ſpoile and prey of hungrie fowles, 

From place to place their couert paſſage tooke, : '' 

Whoſe hearts the thought of death with horrorſhooke,. 
Vrotill ſurpriz'datlength, vntimely death  - 11 
Toeend this feare expir'd their fainting breath, 


Of whoſe ſurpriſe, when asthetrumpe offame 

Had blowen the blaſt, the ſubieR ever ginet-* - 

'» Toblefle thefate of fo diuinea-dame, - '!5 45155"! » 

For this ſo ſtrange eſcape didmorneandeuen, ' ''i + 

With praifes magnifie the King oſheau'n, | 
Imploring Kill his gratious handsfor helpes, | 
Againſtthe danger ofthatDragons whelpes; -' © -/: 


That day was held divine, andall the night 
Conſum'din Pears to th Olympian King, 
Then crown'd they cups gf wine; and with delight 
At ſumptuous fealls did fir, while belles did ring, -- 404? 
And ſweet voic'd minſtrels round abourdid fing, ti” +321 74G 
Whoſe ſuppers ſauourwraptiin clouds on high, 
The friendly winds blew vp into theskie. 


, 
> 
\ 


Andas the filuer Moone in calmeſtnight, | 

When ſhe in ſhining coach the skies doth ſcale, 

As golden ſtarres, that in the heau'ns ſhine bright, 

When gentle Auer blowes a pleafing gale, 

Do glad the ſhepheards in hotly vaile: 9G, 
So many thouſand flames, that glaz'd the'skies, ''- |< i» 
Didat that time;glad all trrueEngliſh eies, 012%? #3! 


But moſt of all, thatplentious-peopled towne, - | 20248 
Elizaes beſt belou'd, faire London hight; DIP ION EL 
Her Miſtreſle rareeſcape with ioydidcrowne; ': {16 £290 © | 
Whoſe loftietowers thruſt yp themſeluesin Gghr, tool 910.09) 
And ioy'd to glitter inthe golden light, © 507 in! «1 
Afrighting ſore ſad nights black-drowzie dame! ©» 
With ſplendor of huge ficesrefulgentflame, Rec nating -; A | 
i 15 
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England's Eligas. 

This ioy once paſt tauenge thatvillanie, -/ /-- /-- 

Which Rome did by thisbloodieplotpretend, 

Againſt Elzzaes ſacred Maieftie, - *'-; ! 

The aged ſea-gods backe, Drake ditlaſcend, 

And towards the foes wing'd withreuengedid wend, 
Mongft whom, his name had been the gafily bug, 
Taftright yong infants at the mothers dug, 


His fleet transferr'd, with proſperous gale did ſweepe 
Through parted waves of Therzs waterieskie, 
Vanto - ores of the Caſtilian deepe; 
In whoſe proud billowes hedid nakling lie, 
Vntill for truth he heard by his eſpie, 
Of that prepare; that in Cales harbor lay, 
For Spaines Armada gain th'appointed day. 


Then gaue he order forthe naval fight, 


Andin theeuening tide, when ſettingiſun 
Leauesſteepe Ol 


To = the onſet valiant Dyate begunz+ +: 7» 


urling forth burning /flames-with hidiousrore,. + - 


Ofbrazen Cannon Qath'Iberian ſhore. :-- 
And as, when Boreas inateinpefiraues;'' \.: 


Leaping with wings of lighqninggfrom the skie,) 


Makes clouds to crack andicuffes the fwelling waues, 
Who fromthe ftorme ofhis fierce fucie flie, 


In roling billowgs.on thebanikes faſt bys| - Tu 
So wrapt in cloudsof fiioakeand « ne" / TY , 


With dreadfull fight, Drakedid his foes 


Six gallies thwart the towne atfirſt did ſtand 
The violent onſet, which theEngliſhgaue; 


ue, - 


But had wy with ſtrorig oarcsandreadichand,- 1 : 


Not made ſwift peedthemſclues and fleet to faue,. 
| They with the ſame hadperiſht inthe waue ; 
For Drake with fire in hand without delay, 


LY 


wus tothe darkefonie night, | 
The pine-plough'd ſeas with black clouds ouerrun,' + - 


Hadburnt their ſhipsand-ſunkethem inthe.ſea.... 


11 
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Euplinds Bliza, 


',., Andin the deepe ſuch compaſle did containe; + 
.' Seeming like floting mountaines onthe maine; 
With cannons wounding ſhor he did intombe; 
With all their menia Ther watrie wombe;, /:' 


Nor yet could this his noblc;heart ſuffice,” *. 


Thirtie eight ſhips his valourdid ſarptile, - +l! 
Of which moſt part with fire he. did .enflame, '' 
_ The reſt he kept for trophies of his fame, 


And as a bellowing bull, that doth-difdaine, - 
Amongſt an heard of canell -yrazing by, 
That any other bull ural{ rhe plaine, -''» /-- 


Bur ma 


So did great Drake, as. Lord of all chedecpe;: © 17 < 


On the ſeas wilderneſſenonedurſt appeare, 2/7 {ti 
VVith his whole fleet ynto the ſhore did TIRE 


VVith that faire caftl peSacrehighe,':+- > 11. 
All which did fall beneath bis nauallwnght,'!. | 


From thence to ſeas with his eriumphant failes: : 
He did returne, wafting vpon thewaues: |. :- 
Before hight Lisbone,neereto Eaſterne Cales,'' 
"es of th Iberians he the combarte craues, | 
ough none mongſithemdurſt interrupt hisbraves, / 
Butfled into theports and harbours by, 611747 
VVherc out of danger chey mighthiddea lic, 


-£ .. Butloe a richer prize, he foone hadwonyeg 1/7 161 
p Which did repay tharlofle with trebble aine, ay 
Three barkes, of which each bore a hou It d tune; | \” 


But with more conqueſtrorenownehisname;! 2774; 1 7 


His foes onth'Ocean inſubicionkeepe. PTS ke 
And whenofall great Philips navall might, 37 27'v7 45 30/ 


4 () 


Which in the fight of Cales thatleftie rowneg7 5:5 161); | 
He brought away in triumph and renowne, (wit 0211109 7 1c 


Should _ beare his curled head on high, 5 © olg-aniq: 
es him baſcly yeeld, or fainting flie-z': 7 (it 51 


Drake to provoke hisheardlefſe foes tofight, +> -1+ 1/11, 1 
VVhere three ſtrong holdsbyhim aſſauked were; 0! ci */ | ' 
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Enolands Eliza. 
Yet thence he rour'd them, while char heartleſſe Knight, 
The Marques of Saint Cruzlay wafting by - . (+ 
In his ſwifefayling gallies, in whoſe fight 

Drake burnt and ſpoil'd his ſhips and made them flie, 
Who to his care for helpe did ſeeme to crie; 


Yer durſt he not comeforth intheir defence, 
Bur ſuffred Drake to lead them captiue thence, 


A hundred ſhips with furniture full fraught 
For Spaines Armada, thatworld-wondred fleer, 
He did difpoile, and ſome away he brought 
As fignes of victorie, which asmoſtmeet- 
He did ſubieR at faire El;zaes feet ; | 
The praiſe of which with humble zeale and loue, 
She offred vp to heau'n as due to /ove. 


Such humble thoughts in ſuch a noble mind; 

Do beat downe Pride in chiefefelicitie: 

Andiſuch anoble mind in kingly kind, 

VVith beſt aduice, doth teach true Maicſtie, 

To ſhew it ſelfe in mildehumilitie, 
Such humble thoughts, ſuch noble mind had ſhe, 
Which in her heart, heart-fearching 7ove did ſee, 


For whichin ſpight of her death-threatning foes, 
As high as heau'n, he did exalt her name, 
And Xa his blacke death-darting hand oppoſe 
= herbrauing foes, that proudly came 
ith all their power gainſt ſuch a toyall dame, 
Whoſe mightie flere, fifteene yeares worke of wonder, 
Now launcht into the ſeas began tothunder, 


For now [owes helm'd-deckt ſonne, the god of warre, 
Rouz'd from his reſt with cannons dreadfull rore, | 
Leapt on the earth from outhisironcarre;' * © ' 
Shooke his ſtrong lance, ſtcept in black blood and gore; 
VVhoſe brazen feet did thunder onthe ſhore; -- 
The noiſe of which that from the earth did bound, 
Made all the world totrembie attheſbiumd, : - 
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Ore Stygian bridge frorh-fudaes Eniperi®,3" I  22p1E inMeoc yy 


Came nights blacke brood; —— "I, Hages' - 
Rape, Diſcord; Dread;Deſpaire, Impietie, 
Horror,ſwift Vengeance, Murder, Crueltie,” L901 
All which togerheronthilberian! TL 
With Spainesgreathoſttropptyp Gel _ 


Fame downe deſcendirigtroniſherfiluer bower, -- £1214! 
On Duke cMedingeshugeblack barke did andy 2 11:42 4 

The Generall of all ths Spaniſh powery:: 11. ': i; "Hs Dil; 914 
Whence looking nr and feegidlan; > eS01% 


The fame ſha 
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With ſound thereof the wide worlds round did fill: *'- 


Then all th'Iberian 


gs Fovemenofiwarre;; ors ole th 


Renown'd for thoſe reſplendotitatinestheytorg, >: vob 1530 0 
Marching beneath his enfignegheard from farrey'c'- NE 8d, 24it br 
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Should ſtoope her Pride, and them: outfacenomors';! 
Made ſwift repaire in concourſe and thick crow 'd; 344 
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And as blacke fwarines of ants with loaden! ny | 


In number numbenleſſe with freſh f@ 
Climbes ſome ſteepe hiflockyadd th 
By thouſands inithickflorkes'dofillthewayz - 
So Spainesgreathoſtfromtrampled ſhores did oo 
In thronging troopes;theirmountaine-ſhips x aſcend. 
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When as the ſwelling ſeasthewelkin rk nb 3079! dai 

Or ſtorme-driuen billowes oti}the bankes do rore;.: mes 

Or ſuch anoiſe asin eartlis hollow caues: - | 

We often heare, when tormic;Bonearraues 3 -+& 14.5.4 
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Hous'd intheirfleet; their ankors yp they weigh” d,” in (1 

Hoiſted their top-maſts with-theirſailes on high, 

The miſens then with winged windsdifplaid| . 306.0 bt 

Before their hollow keeles,thatlow didlie-., - . "oy on ieele 44 

Within the deepe, made&partedbillowesflies 1 
Their huge big bulks made-Neptwnes back tobow, -  _ /. 
And waues to ſwellypon his waterie brow. 


Their towring hey ,the heauins blacke tlauds did kiffe, ; + {7 

Borne by the winde-drivenfiormic wauesonhigh, / 1 4 T7 

Their hollow boſomes in the deepe Abyſle - A 
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Whoſo me _ pore | on ym | 

He would hauet elos now —. <y 

Some towne, ſome citie, or ſomedeſert wood, 

Or ſome new vnknowne world fromſhotes of Spaine 

Launcht off to ſeas, had wandred on the maine,; . . | 
Peopled withthoſe,thatlike quicke fpritesinskie, 
By lite hold-faſtallabout could flic. 


Each Barke, whoſe bulke was proofe the wound” 


Magket ſhox Of common ſhot; beſides thoſe Bulso n— 7 


could nor 


Whoſe bellowin grore did equall chunders fund, 


pierce chew. Of ſych great thicknefſe and high building was, 


Emanuel Van- 
That like large towers they on the deepe did 
ET” For ſcarce could brazen cannons banefull m_ 
bis hitorie. —With battering bullet beattheir fides aſunder, 


Their vpper deckes, all trim'dand garniſh our 

VVith ſterne deſignes forbloodie warre at hand, 

VVith crimſon fights were armedallabour, 

And on the hatches many a goodly band 

Deckt in braue armes, together thickedid ſtand, 
Whoſe plume. decktheads themſclues aloft did 
And ſeem'd trodance, with windes wau'd toand fro, 


With glittering ſhields their boſomesthey did bar, 
Each one well brandiſhing his facall blade, 
And from their bright ha injonts of war, 
Such blazing ſhine, asin the gloomie ſhade, 
VVeoften Fa c by Phaburbeames diſplaid, 

A ſplendor vp into the aire did throw, 

And glittered on the gliſtning waues below. 


Their top failes, ſpritfailes, and their miſens all, 

Their crooked fternes, and tackle  euery where 

Adorned were with pennons 

VVhich in their filken reds did piQur 'Ubeare 

The ſad oftents of death and diſmall feare, - 
Who while their keeles through ſeas did curtheir way, 
In wanton wauing with the winde did play. 


The 


Enplands Eliza. 

The clangor of ſhrill crumpes triumphant ſound 

And clattering horror of theirclaſhing armes, 

Vpon the bordering ſhores did ſo redound, 

That cuen the deepe of their intended harmes 

On Englands coaſts did ſound out thicke alarmes, 
Which firooke aterror to the heart of him 
Who then did border about Neprenes brim, 


So greata flect, fince that ſame god ſo old, 

Grim-bearded Neptwne bore the ſea-pods name, 

The golden eye of heau'n did nere behold, 

Nor Agamemnors thouſand ſhips, that came 

,To ſacke proud Troy, andall her towers enflame, 
Nor that Eoan monarches fleet, that ſcar'd S 
The ſonnes of Tyre, with this might be compar'd. 


But while this mighticfleetdid proudly boaſt 
Her matchlefle might on Neperunes high command, 
Braue Parma Lord of all th'Iberian hoſt, 
Both of the horſe and foot, that came by land, 
Did troope them vp vpon the Belgicke ſtrand, 
To whom th affiftantsof the Caftile King, 
Their ſeucrall croopes of men did daily bring. 


Beneath the bird of /oze the Prince of ayre, 
Which th'houſe of eA##ria intheir Enfignes bore, 
The proud Burgundian marcht in armour faire, 
 Thiltalian, Germaine, Dutch, and many more 
Of other lands and language, who before 

Had often been renown'din many a fight, 

For their high valour, and approued might. 


Such, and ſo mightie bands of famous men, 

Adorn'd inricheſt armes of pureſt gold, 

Vpon thoſe coaſts before had neuer been, 

Nor any Belgian euer didbchold 

Such martiall troopes vpon that trainpled mold, 
So skill'd in habic oft fighrs in warre, 

And for fights truedireQtion .—<Yi_ 
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218 Enplands Eliza. 
Both horſe and foot of Spaines impetuous might; i© *'*. 
Andofthe Auxilarie bands,that came 
As mercenariesfor the bloodie fight, . 
Diſtinguiſht vnder guides of ſpeciall name, 
Whom hope of ſpoile did to this warre inflame, | 
Drew towards the ſhores of Nepruxe, there tomect: 
And ioyne theirforces with the Nauall fleet, -- 


Which being titled long before in Spaine, - 

The fleet Inuincible by all conſents, | 

In all her pride now floted on the maine, 

Readie prepard refte&rhoſeblacke euents, 

Preſag dbefore by proud Spaines ſad oftents; . 
Who by report through all the world had won 
The name of conqueſtere the fight begun.” 


The threatfull ſubie&s of the Caſtile King, 

In this huge fleet:did ſuch firme hope repoſe, 

That all their ſun-burnt brats:they raughr to ſing, 

Triumph and conqueſt, which they did fuppoſe 

Their very threats would purchaſe gainft their foes, 
Who like braue Lords, theiryalourtorenowne, 
Didcaſt the dice far'faire Elzaes Crowne, © - 


Much like the vanting French, when /oh of France 

In PoyCtiers battell with-his mightie hoſt, 

Not pondering in his mind warres doubrfull chance, 

The gotten victoriedid vainely boaſt, | | 

Before that either part had won orloſt,' | + 490190) 9.5 
Where braue Prinee Edward with histroope fo ſmall, 
Reuown'd his ſword with /obz of France his fall. 


Euen fo this brauving fleet, whoſe dreaded name, : / 
Incuitable ruine did foretell,:: .' - Derrtd 1291001 
Thought, that the faire E/iza,who did frame 
Herlife in happie daies of peaceto dwell, 
Vnfurniſht was ſuch forces torepell, 
And therefore ſent as from King Philpshand; 
A terne inſcription with thisproud command: / 


_ Englands Eliza. 


With auxiParie bands ſhe ſhould no more 

Vphold the Belgian gainſt King Philjps frowne, 

All Spaniſh prizes back _ reſtore, 

Build vp religious houſes beaten downe, 

And vnto Rome ſubiect her ſelfe and crowne; 
All which to do, if that ſhe did withRand, 
Her imminent blacke end was now at hand. 


The noble Queene, who in herroyall hand 
Did beare the Stateand ſtay of Britanie, 
In deepe contempt of ſuch a baſſe command, 
With ſpirit of princely magnanimitie, 
Did briefely anſwere thisproud ambaſie : 
For in prouerbiall words her anſwere was, 
[ithac ad Gracas fient mandata Kalendas, * 


An anſwere worthie, for the grace it bore, 

The Virgin ſpring of old Plantagener, 

Who from the foes to ſhied her natiue ſhore, 

Her ſubicQs hearts for fight on fire did ſet, 

And their bold ftomackes did with courage whet, 
Who fir'd with loue of their Eliz4es good, 
In her defence did thirſt to ſpend their blood, 


For when for certaine, Fame th'intended harmes 

Of Fpaines blacke fleet to Englands ſhores didbring, 

How gladly did her people flocke toarmes, 

And when the trumpe warres ſcathfull ſong did fing, 

About their eares how pleafing didirring? - | 
Whoſe hearts with furicfed, to battell giuen, 
With braue conceitsdidieape as highas heau'n, - 


All townes did ring with ſudden cri'dalarmes, 
Whence with had clamour to the marine ſhore, . 
The armed people cluſtred inthicke ſwarmes, 

Where red-ey d Eris warresblacke enfigne bore, 
And mong(t their troops did ſprinkle blood and gore; 
Stirring them vp with eager mindsto wade . . 
Through ſeas of blood, the org oo rinuade., 
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And as the golden fwarmes of black-backt Bees, 

Their thighes full loaden from the flowrie field,  - 

With humming noiſe flie to the hollow trees, | 

Where they with buſie painefit ſhejter build, 

Their valine and themſelues from harme to ſhield ; 
So thicke in armes, th'alarum once begun, 


Vnro their ſhips with ſhouting they did run: 


Where with their mutuall ſtrengths they did affay, 
To hale Elizaes fleet from off the ſhore, 
Some pumprt, ſome cleans'd,ſome drew the ſtockes away, 
Some hoif the top-maſts, ſome great burthensbore, 
The Nauies want with furniture to ſtore : 

And with their vtmoſtdiligence all wrought, 

Till co perfeRion they their worke had brought, 


Which from the ſhores, once launcht into the maine, 
Not all the world a fairer fleet could ſhow : ' 
For though in hugeneſle, that black flect of Spaine 
Did farre ſurpaſle ; yet was it farre more ſlow 
In nimble ſtirrage wafting-to and fro : 
For Englands fleet through ſeas ſwift paſſage won 
With gentle ecle avi th'Ocean ſmooth did run, 


To ſhun their foes, each likea nimble Hinde 
In Neptanes forreſt, onthe watrie greene, 
Haue skipt from waue to waue, and with the winde, 
When they liſtturneagaine; they haue been ſtene 
Likeraging Lions in their heate of ſpleene, 

Flic on the Caſtile flcet to bring them vader, 

And with fell rore to teare their ſides in ſunder, 


All readie furniſht wafting to and fro, 
Ouer the narrow ſeas deepe ſandie beds, 
They bout the coaſts themſelues did daily ſhow, 
In th'huffing winds waving their filken reds, 
And crimſon crofles on their loftie heads : 
Thoſe ancient badges, through the world renown'd, 
Which with high conqueſt, Fortune oft hath crown'd, 


[ 
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Their braue demeanordid ſomuch delights 
The pcople,that beheld them onthe maine, 
That many more all readie for the fight, 
Did make repaire, toppugne the fleet of Spaine; 
Then all that royallNauie could containe-: 
Such feruentloue ynto their Soueraignes name, 
With fieric coutage did their hearts enflame, 


Thoſe ſtout ſea-ſearchers of the ſtormie flood, 

The ſonnes of Nerexsbtoad ſea-fayling race, 

And the braue oflpring of Prometheus brood, 

That with loud thunder-claps their foe-men chace, 
Whoin E/iz.4es royall fleet had place, | 


Made folemne vowes, backe toreturne no more, - 


Except with conqueſttotheir natiue ſhore, 


Mong whomthe nobleſt obie& of them all, 

That in the fleete did hold ſupreameſt ſway 

Went honor'd HeWard, as chiefe Admirall, 

Who by his tout demeanor did aflay; 

With courage bold tolead them on the way, 
Andeueryhecart didfill with hautiefpiricy /-/: 
By glorious deeds immortallfameto merit;  -i-' 


Vpon th'Eo/ian gods ſupportfull wings, 

With chearcfull ſhouts, they parted from the ſhore, 

While heau'ngpd carthandall the Ocean rings  - 

With Cunds, Wich on her wings loud echo bore; 

Oftrumpets, drums, ſhrill fifes and cannons rore, 
To which the peoples ſhouts on ſhores taltby, 
Reecho'd in the rockes with loudreplie, 


While they aboord ar ſea; ſoheereat home ' - 

Tauert all harmes,al-ſibie&tsdidprepare,? -- 

In mightie tumult to the murmuring drumme, 

The multicude did make repaire from farre, 

To trie their valour in th'approching warre, 
Thirſting to meet their foes on equal! you | 
All hoping ia their fallto be renown'd., 
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With ornaments of warre, the earth did flow; + 
Glazing the skies with armes reſplendent light, - 
And eueryplace in aire, ſhot vp did ſhow 
The blood-redcrofſe, which did conduRttofight | 
Many faire bands, altmen of powerfull might; :;: 

For both of horſe and foot, fromcuery ſhicre; 

Thicke ſquadronsdaily did inficld appeare.- - 


, Th'appointedplace of generall meeting was 
"In Effex, on the coaſt ut Tilburie, - m 
To which the people in ſach.troopes did paſle, +: 
That with theirtraine the ſhores they multiple: | 
Like Palamedes birds that forme the Y,': | rate 
When cloud-like inthicke flockestheir flight they take: 
Ore Thracian woods, to Srrymons ſeuen-fold lake, - 


There pight they downetheir tents oppoſe all harmes, 
Scetyp the royall ſtandards allabout, -- - 
The faire ſupporters of Ehzaes armes, 
The rampant Lion, and the Dragon ſtout, 
* And th'enfigne of Saint George, which many arout. 
Of Mars hisnoble race with conqueting hand | 
Hath famous made, jnmany aforren land, 101204! 


Vader whoſe colours likea leauie wood, . 
The hoſt in ſeuerall bands digeſtedall _ 
Inrankt about with ſhotand pike-men ſtood, :,. - | 
As firme for battell, as.a brazen wall, -' -. * 
Who to the workes of death did thirſt tofall;: ; 
Inflam'd in heart with burning fire to fight 
For Englands Virgin, andtheircountriesright. 


Well did each horſe-man, teach hishorſe torun, .. 

To ſoope, to ſtop, to turne, to breake the field, :: ; 

Well each bold Musketier did vie his gun, 

Each Launceer well his weightie launce did wield, 

Each drew his ſword and well addrett his ſhield, 
Teaching cach otherby this braue array 
How on their foes they bet might giueth'aſſay. 


he 
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The ſound offfifes, of drums, and trumpets ſhrill, 

And mutuall exhortations for the warre, | 

All fainting hearts with manly fprite did fill, 

And th'armed horſe, that ſmell the fight from farre, 

wg that the curbing bit ſhould barre | 
Their forwardnefle, with neighing loud did crie 
For preſent combat gainſt the enemie, 


Thus in the field the royall hoſt did ſtand, 

None fainting vnder baſe timiditie, 

But readie bent to vie theirrunning hand 

Againſt the force of forren encmie, 

If they ſhould chance tarriue at Tilburie : 
Mongſt whom great Dudle bore ſupreameſt ſway, Farle of Lei 
Againſt their foes to lead them on the way. ceſicr. 


Andas the daughter of the mightie /oxe, 

When from the browes of heau'n ſhe rakes her flight 
Downe to thoſe ſonnes of Mars, whom ſhe doth loue, 
In her celeſtial! armes with glorie dight, | 


_ Tobring them dreadlefſe toth'approching fight; 


So Englands Emprefſle, that vndaunted Dame, | . _ 
Vato the campe in glorious triumph came. yo F 
| his Annals, } 


Like noble T omyr:is, that Queene of Thrace, -: 

Deckt in rich veſtiments of ſhining gold, 

Vpon a ſnow-whire feed oftatcly pace, 

Mounted aloft ſhe fate, with courage bold, 

And in her handa martiall laffe d1d hold, 
Riding from ranke toranke;and troope to troope, 
To whom with reuercnceall the hoſt did Roope. 


Her comely geſture, and her Angels face, 
The lodge of pleaſure, and of ſ\iveer delight, 
Did make the ſouldicrsthivke ſome heaucnly Grace 
Had left Ol/ympme, and with-powerfull might 
Had come from [owe, tochearethem vp for fight, 

Her preſence did wich ſuch high ſpirit inſpire .. 

Theur manly breſts, and ſet their hearrs on fire. | 
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And as Bundaca, thatbold Britaine' dame; :/+ +; , T 
When ore this land proud Rome did tyrannize, (£71208 
Her Britaines hearts with courage to enflame, | J 
Amidfttheir rroopesallarmid in feemely wiſe, : - ; 
Did Palas-like a pythie ſpeech deviſe: / +} ; | 
So our faire Queene, bold ſpirit toinfiſe--- | | - 
Through all the hoſt, theſe princely words didwſe 


(Captaines and ſouldiers, men of worthiefame, 

And moſt admitted to our princelyloue) 

Thinke, what it is, to win a ſoulgiers name; :: 

And fight the battels of the mightie-/awe,: ;-- 

With ſafe proteCtion from his poweraboue, :  - : 
Faint thoughts from your ſtout hearts be farre expell'd, 
And feare of foes with courage bold be quell'd. 


If that the foe, dare ſet his foot on- land; 

We with the beſtall dabger will ourdare, 

And ſtep by ſtep; with you in perſon ſtand, 

Tobea partner with you, in that ſhare, 

Which God ſhall giue vs,be it foule or faire : 

 Thenby my fidelikeloyall ſubieasſiand, - 
And 7oze affiſt ys with his powerfull hand.: 


This ſaid from ranke to ranke; ſherode abour, 
Enabling their endeuours for the fight, | 
And with ſweet words from their bold breſts blew out 
_ Allfainting ſpirit, and did their hearts excite 
With ready hands,to vſe their vtmoſtmight 2 * 
Which royall geſture of ſo faire a Queene, 
Would haue infpir'd acowards heartwith ſpleene. 


Thus having chear'd the common ſouldierie, 
The cloudic eucn beganto ſhitvp day: 
Wherefore ſhe backe return'd from Tilburie, .' 
And towards that martiall field did take her way, 
Where as that other royall armiec lay,  - 
In which did march theNobles of the land, . 
Incich array, eachwith his ſeucrallband. (24210 qt 
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Troopt vp there were in that ſame ſtrong-arm'd hoſt, 


Fortie three thouſand {ares inthe frame 
Ofeuery fight, whoof that time may boaft, 
And craue inſcriptionin the booke of fame, 
Thaue been the guard of ſo divine a dame, 
Who for her perſon onlycchoſen were, 


Martiall dby Hmu»ſdon char true hearted Peere. 


But while the noble Queene her ſelfe appli'd 

T oppugne the foe,that ſhould her State affaile, 

Loe, from the Groyne the blacke flect was deſcri'd, 

Who now befriended with a gentlegale, | 

For Englands rockie bounds did make full faile, 
Of whom hight Captaine Flemming firſt had fight, 
And fled before them with induftrious flight, 


AtPlimmouth port whereth Engliſh flect didlie, 

He with full faile came in, andcridamaine, 

Weigh vp your ankors, hoiſe your failes on high ; 

For like Ort:gian Delos on the maine, 

Bchold, thIberian flect from ſhores of Spaine 
Comes hard at hand, and threatens our decay z 
Then arme, aboord with ſpeed, make no delay. 


This ſaid, confuſedly the ſouldiers ran 

To ſhips from ſhore, earthflew about their fect, 
Then weigh'd they vp their ankors, and each man 
Pur to his helping hand, to bring their fleer 

Into the ſeas, the aduerſe foes to meer, 


And though the froward windsdid them withſtand, 


They warped out their ſhipsby force ofhand, 


Then might they ſce from farre vpon the maine, 
Like a blacke wood approching more and more, 
Their foc-mens tragicke fleet, which in diſdaine 
With ſound of trumpets, drums, and cannonsrore, 
Came proudly thundring by the rockie ſhore, 

And with amazement th'Engliſh to affright, 


Their ſouldjers with loud ſhours the heau'ns did ſmite. 


They 
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They ſayling came in order for the fight, 

In ſuch a forme on Ther filuer breſt, 

Asbright-checkt Cizthia ſhewes in darkeſt night, 

When ſtretching out her hornes into the Eaſt, 

She ſhewes but halfe her face, and hides the reſt, 
Which made a creſcent moone vpon the maine, 
Whoſe hornes cight miles in compaſle did containe, 


The royall Engliſh fleet, which did behold 
The martiall order of their nauall traine, 
Came ſayling forward, and with courage bold, 
For Englands Queene did waue their fleet amaine, 
Who in contempt ſoone waued them againe, 
Whereby Py a with vndaunted pride, 
By cannons cuffe was giuen from either ſide, 


Then bloodie Exnyon thundring outaloud, 

Made ecach one thirſt in fight his foe t'offend, 

And as fierce fire wrapt vp in dampiſh cloud, 

With violent force the fides thereof doth rend, 

And with palelightning thunder downe doth ſend; 
So Englands warlike fleet wing'd with ſwift gale, 
Broke through the waues th'Iberians to aſlaile. 


The drums did beat, the trumpets ſhrill did ſound, 
Each aduerſe force began the furiousfight; 

Then inthe aire the fierce claps did redound 

Of cannons hidious rore, and withaftright, 

The 6ſt fight Fire flaſhing leapt about and maz.d their ſight; 
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And thus in furie did the fightbegin | 
With darknefle, horror, death and dreadfull din, 


The ſeas did boile, the buxome aire did ſwell, 

A cloake of clouds did ouercaſt the skie, 

The echoing rockesthe fight farre off did tell, 

The Bullets thicke as haile from clouds on high, 
From either fide in gloomie ſmoake didflie, 
And-pale-fac'd death vnſecne of all the throng, 
Aboue their heads inthicke fumes houcring hung. 
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The fight grew fell, and of diſaſter haps 
In each blacke barke reports loud trumpet fings, 
While heau'n records the cannons roring claps, 
And the darkeaire with grumbling murmurings 
Ofwhiſlling bullets, borne on fiery wings, 
Whoſe horrid thunder drown'd the yolleies hot 
Andleffſer noiſe of many a thouſand ſhot, 


Ofcdid the Engliſh with the winde and weather, 
Charge on their foe-mens ſhips with hotaflay, 
Who for their ſafegard bound round vp together, 
Pluckt in their hornesandin a roundelllay, | 
While on their ſides the cannon ſtill did play, 
Not daring fight, exceptto reſcue thoſe, 
Thatbeaten were by theis bold Britaine foes, 


Both the bold H»wards,and Lord Sheffield hight, - 

With Hawkins, Frobiſher, and famous Drake, 

Braue Barker, Croſſe, and Southwellthatſtout Knight, 

There, where the foes the fightmoft hot did make, 

Through danger,dread and death their way did rake, 
And gainſt their foes didfierie vengeance fpit, - 
Which did their barks great bulkes'in ſunder fplit, 


They brake into the midſt of Spainesblacke fleet, 

Oppoſing dreadfull death-to win renowne, 

As when inskies the earth-bred brothers meet, 

When Boreas flying about with Rtormie frowne, 

Doth cuffthe lnband brings his brothers downez 
For with high ſpirit heau'n did their hearts inſpire, 
T affaile the foes and burne their fleet with fire, 


Renowned Hevard Englands Admirall,. 
Longing to ſee the Caſtile Kings diſgrace,.. 
Their ſtouteſt hearts with terror did appall, 
Who meeting with his foc-men faceto face, 
Vnto his ſugic made them all giue place, 
Breakin? 1ofarre into the fleetaſone, t _-: 


That from the aduerlſe foes heiſcarce was knowne, 
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Where in the midſt of danger vncontrol'd, 

Vpon the vpperdecke heftood on high, 

From whence, when as from far he did behold 

One of his Captaines, who did waftinglie 

Without the danger of the enemie, | 
Out of a cloud of ſmoake he loud did call, 
Aboue his head wauing his ſword withall, 


(O George ) quoth he, why doſt thou ſhun the preſle ? 
Report renownes thy name for valiancie; - 
Then leaue me not alone in this diftreſſe; . 
But with yndaunted fpiritfollow me 
To gaine the palme of glorious viRorie; 
So ſhall that hope, which Iconceiue of thee, 
In this daies bloodie fight nor fruſtrate bee, 


The Captaine heard, and like a ftormie puffe, 
That ſtoopes from clouds and beatsthe billowes vnder, 
He brake intothe fight with cannons cuffe, 
And came in height of ſpirit importing wonder 
In clouds of fmoake, in fierie flames ad thunder, 

With whomdid many others giue th'aſlay, 

And through Spaines fleet did furrow vp their way, 


The foes turn'd head, and madea violent ſtand, 
Both parts ſtood bent each other to confound 
The cannons thicke diſcharg'd on either hand 
Wrapt clouds in clouds of ſmoake, which did abound, 
And hurPFd their horrid thunder forth to wound ; 
But Fortune onthe foes in fight did frowne, 
And in her ballance, Spaines hard lot ſunke downe. 


With fruits of death the fruitlefle waiies did flow, ' 

The ſeas did bluſh with blood, the ayrieskie” 

Did ſwell with grones, and wandring to and fro, 

In clouds of ſmoake the grudging ſoules did flic . 

Of f]an;;htred bodies, that did floting lie T. 
Abour the Ocean, ſeeking fortheir tombes' 
In hollow rockes and monſters hungrie wombes. ' 


And 
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Andin the fight, increaſe the foe-mens harmes, 
A ruddie flame from th'Engliſh fleet didfllie, 
Which ſwiftly ſeaſed in his ſpoilefull armes 
The ſtout Viceadmirall ofth'enemie, 
Who proudly bore her loftic head on nigh, 
And with the violence of his flamefull flaſhes, 
Did quickly burne her vpper workes to aſhes. 


— 


A golden bonfire on the filuer waues 

Did flote about, whoſe flame did reach the skies, 

While the poore Spaniard and his caprtiue ſlaues, 

Secing their tragicke fall before their cies, 

Amidſt the fire in vaineſhriekt out ſhrill cries; 
For th'horrid fire all mercileſle did choake 
The ſcorched wretches with infeſtiue ſmoake. 


Many tall ſhips, that did in greatneſle paſſe 
The greateſt of our fleet, did fallin Goh 
Mongſt whom, that faire Galeon ſurpriſed was, 
In which renowned Ya/des, that tout Knight, 
With other captaiues of approued might, 
Did yeeld themſclues and all their golden treaſure 
To Noble Drake, to be at his good pleaſure. 


Three famous conflicts, in three ſeuerall daies, 

Elizaes hardie captaines did maintaine, 

And by their valour won eternall praiſe, 

Ofc turning into flight the fleet of Spaine, 

With dreadfull fire, and cannons deadly bane, 
Whonow teffeR what they did vainely boaſt, 
Houer'd twixt Caliceand the Engliſh coaſt. 


There caſt they ankor, and conuei'd with ſpeed 

fwift noticeto the Prince of Parma hight, 

Who thither ſhould repaire, as was decreed, 

And while each aduerſe fleet ſtood hot in fight, 

For England he ſhould = with all his might, 
For which intent he had prepar'd before, 

 Fowrehyndred ſhips vpon the Belgicke ſhore, 


But 
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But noble Seimer in the foe-mens ſight, - - 
With /[5in of Naſlau, that Belgian bold, 
And worthie ter, that vndaunted Knight, 


. With their tall ſhips 6n th'Ocean vncontrol'd, 


About the Belgicke ſtrand ftrong gard did hold, 
Whoſe proud afront rhe foes £5 daunt ſo ſore, 
That not a ſhip durſtlaunch fromoff che ſhore. 


Yet the ſtout Prince of Parma fondly led 

With hope, that Aller, that falſe ſugitiue, 

Sent from proud Sixras to adorne his head +: 

With faire Elizaescrowne, in vaine did ftriue 

With all his power, his purpoſe toatchicue; 
And ynto Dunkirk came with all his force, 
To put inpraQtiſe his intended courſe. 


Meane time the fleet, that did expeCthis aide, 
Before French Calice did at ankor lie, 

And now the chearefull day began to vade, 
And Uulcanslouely Venw mounting high, 
Appear'd for cuening (tarre in Eaſterne che. 


Whereby both aduerſe fleets didceaſe from fight, 


And rendred place vnto th'approching night. 


But when ſoft ſleepe, the carelefſe thoughts did bind 


Of others, that ſecure in cabbins lay, 

Each Engliſh leader in hislabouring mind 

Did faſhion counſels, how to giuethaffay, 

And driue from thence their foe-mens fleet away, 
Who there did purpoſe by the ſhore to lie, 


That from the Princethey might haue freſh ſupplie. 


Amongft themſelues our Captaines did agree, 

That eight ſmall ſhips witharrtificiall fire, 

Amid{ithe Spaniſh fleet ſhould driuenbee 

In dead of night, tocxecute their ire 

Vpou the foes, that did ſweet ſleepe defire : 
Which dreadfull ratagem againſi the foe, 
Stout Yong and valiant Prowſe did vadergoe, 
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The time came on; the drowzie night did frowne, 
Who claſping th'carths wide bounds with fable wings, 
Vpon the ſeas did powre grim darknefſe downe, 
While ſleepe, that vnto care ſiveet comfort brings, 
In quiet ſlumber, huſhe allwatchfull things;; ; 
And then the ſhips all fir'd for the etient, | | 
Among the foes with winde and tide were ſent, 


Through foggie clouds of nights Cymmerian blacke, 
A glimmering light the watch did firſt eſpie, --. | 
Which drifting faſt ypon the ſea-gods backe, -/ 
And to the Spaniſh fleete approching nigh, 
Burſt out in R_—_ into the darkeſome skie, 
Glazing the heau'ns and chaſM# gloomie night, 
From off the ſeas with admitable light, ; -' 


A ſudden puffe with force of powder driuen,. 
Oft blew vp ſulphurie flames, inaireon high, 
From whence, as if that Gartres did drop from heau'n, 
The lively ſparkes on wings of winde did flie, 
Threatning confuſion to the enemie: . : 
Who Rartled fromtheir ſleepe, ſhriekt out th'alarme 
To euery ſhip, to ſhun ſuch diſmall harme, : \-, __ 


Th'Iberians drown'd before in ſweet repoſe,. - - 
With feare affrighted from theirnaked reſt, -- | 
Their eye-lids wanting weightone winke tocloſe, . 
Beheld the fire on Neptunes burhing bred, ' "|. /-- 
Which trembling horror in theittheartsjmpreſt ; 

For floting towardsthem with fearefyll flaſhes, . 

It threatned ſore to burne their ſhips to aſhes., 


Then with diſorder euery ongdid cut” 

Their blacke pitch'dcableg,hoy(ing failes withſpeed, 

And from the ſhore tothe rhaine feas didput,.. - : // 

In hope from preſent danger tobgfreed,:. | 

That did ſuch terror in their bafomes breed,; .. 
While on the wauesthe burningſhips bright light 
Did make a ſun-ſhine in the mjdſtofnight,. 
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Who being diſperſt amongſt their Navie came, 
Andlike fire-ſpitting monſters on the maine, - - 
In ſable clouds of ſmoake and threatning flame, 
Did fiercely bellow our their deadly bane; - 
Which korror th'Engliſh Nauvie did maintaine, 

Diſcharging all their thundring ſhort together 

Vponth'Iberian foes with winde and weather, 


The horrid noiſeamaz'd the filentnight, 
Repowring downe blacke darknefle trom the skie, 
Through which th'affrighted Spaniard with blind flight, 
His friends from foes notable to defcrie, '' 
Vpon the darkeſome waues dig ſcattered flie; 
In which diſturbance driuWwith winde and weather, 
Spaineschiefe Galiaſſe fell foule ypon another. 


Which all vnable to eſcape wich flight, 
The ſtartled fleet did leave alone forlorne, 
Keeping aloofe at ſea,all that ſad night; 
But when from th'Eaſt the opall-coloured morne 
With golden light the Oceandid adorne,' . 
The Engliſh fleet Spaines great Galliafle did fpie, - 
Which caſt yponaſandie ſhoale didlic, -' + 


Whom Captaine Prefton valiantly did bord, 
Sent from the fleet in his long boat wellman'd, 
Which with an hundred hardie men was tor'd, 
Who to the face of death oppos'd didfiand, 
About the ſhip vſing their readie hand, 
 Gainſt whoſe affault at firſt thiIberianfoes, 
Witch proud reſiſtance didthemſclues oppoſe. 


For Hugo de Moncada, valiant man * / 

With noble courage didthe fight maintaine, 

Till through his wounded forcheads hardned pan, 

A fatall ſhot with bullets deadly bane, 

Made open paſſage to the liuely braine, 2 
Who being ſlaine, ro ſhun the ſlaughtering ſword, 
Moſt of the refidue leapt ouer bord, '£ 
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Thus great King Philips mountaine-like Galliafſe, - | i 5: » 
In which three hundred ſlaues lug'd atthe oarey 117 
And twice two hundred armed men didpaſſe; 
Was ſoone deſpoil'dofall her golden tore 
By a ſmall band of men on Calice ſhore, | 

Which fiftie thonſand duckets did containe, 

Of therich treaſure ofthe King of Spaine. ' 


Meanetime the blacke fleet floting on the maine, 
The nightbefore difſperſt with foule affright, 
In hope her formerpurpoſe to obtaine,. 
Return'd againe from baſe inglorious flight; 
Arang'din order for the nauall fight, 
Which in diuided ſquadrons tii'Engliſh fleet, 
With hot incounter furiauſly did meer. | 


Who bound vp round togetherinaring,' 

Lay cloſe in their defence againſt their foe ; 

Bur as the Southerne blaſts in budding ſpring, 

When As#ers ſwelling cheekes do ouerflow - 

In handfuls thicke the þlofſlomes downe to blow; 
So thicke and dreadfully did ſlaughter flic 
From th'Engliſh fleet amongſtthe encmie, 


Then had tIberians dread, their pride did bow, - 

Their foes by valour brake theirnauall round, > 

Andasa torrent frotn an/hilsfteepe brow, . - 

Cladin freſh ſhowers and thunders fearefull ſound, 

Bearesall before it in the plaine land ground; 
So did they beat from off their natiue bounds, £5473. 04G 
Spains mighty fleet with cannons ſcathful wounds, i i! /- + 


And where the skirmiſh was propos d moſt hor, 
Their valiant Drake did breake into the fight, | 
And though his ſhip werepierc'd with wounding ſhot 
Twice twentie times; yet with yndaunted might . 
He horriblie didplietheir ſudden fright, 2 
And with wry. wounds the hollow keeles did batter 

Of three call ſhips berwixtthe winde and water. 

Titi 
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Then in deſpaire with hands and weepins eies, 


? 


Toheau'n the wretsbesprai'd for theireſcape, 
And to ſome Saint ofheau'n with open cries, 
Each one in blind devotion prayers did ſhape; 
But all in vaine, the gulfie flood did gape, 
And inthe deepe of his devouring wombe, 
Both men and ſhips did-ſuddenly intombe, 


Thereſt all daunted with ſuch vncouth ſight, 
From ſpoileto ſave theirfleetho time didfpare, 
But hoyſing ſaile betookethemfelues to flizhe; - 
Curling ſterne fate, that brought their fleerſ6farre, 
To be deſpoil'd in ſuch ſuccefjelefle warre; * ' 
And after all their boaſtingbacke recoyl'd, 
With emptic hands ynto their native ſoyle, 


They heartleſſe fled, but itheirhaftic flight, 
_  Twogreat Caleons of captiu'd Portupale;'” 
: ; The huge Saint Philjp, and Sainte Atrrrhewhight, 
-... Creat Seymer and ſtout Winterdid fo gall''! - 
With wounding:cuffe of cannons fierie ball, |: - 


' Thaton the Belgiaticoaſt by frierids forſaken, Ir) $96 


They with their Captainesby their foes were taken. 


Meane time the Engliſh with full aile did plie 
The manage of the foes ingloriousflight, © ''44!5 / © 
And ashigh ftomack'd hounds, thatwith full crie* - 
Purſue the fearsfull game, do takedelight” 
To pinch the haunch'behind with eaget bite;: 
So did Elizaes fleetpurſue the foes. | 
With ſhoutgofmen, and bullets banefull blowes, 


They all array'd in:wartesvermillion, $71 
Did chace them to thoſe ſeas of tormes and thunder, 
Oucr whoſe:wanes imheawnspauillion, '/ | 
Amongſt thoſe mariygolden-workes of wonder, 
A Dragon keepes two wrathfull Beares aſunder, 
And there they leftthem, in thoſe ſeas ro drowne,. 
Returning backe with conqueſt and renowne, 


They 
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They gone, thewretched foes in wofull caſe... - / 
Hclpleſſe,pesceiuing by ſternefortunesdoome, 

Their aQtion ended:in extreamediſgrace, .- 129 
And in fames ſtead, for whichtheyforch did come, i197 Its 
Finding bur woundsto cure when they camehome,” ! i 211 


Did curſe the ordinance of mightie lone © | 
Gainſt whom with their huge ſtrength inyainethey firoue, 


But while at ſea, all were to labourgiuen, ' © 3/1 2 
Securely rigging yp their crazed ſhips, to 2.7 6:16.) 
Al-ſecing /oe did worke their banes in heau'n; 
For inan inſtant from his heau' only lips, 
From Pole to Pole a winged meſſage skips, 
And poſting round about theearths greatball, 
From th'houſe of tormesth'Eo/ian flaues did call, 


Then furious eAuFer, [owes command once gens - 
With Eurus, Zephirne, and Boreas tute; - LILC125 1 
Stoopt from the cloudiecorners oftheheaia- TIES 
Vpon thoſe ſeas; and withayiolentpufte S3-TLD 
The tumbling billowesall on heapes ys atop 
Andrauing gainſt therockes with hidious lives | 
Wrapt waucs.in waues, andhutrF'dthemon the ſhore, - 
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Meane while nights curtaines Reept in-Stygianblacke, 

The cryRtall battlementsof heain didhide 3 - - 

Then 7oze did thunder, andthe heau'ns did cracke,, 

Palc lightningileapvaboir on euerylide, + vc 

The clouds inconſtantflood-gates © pened wide, 19 \iajbyr fine 
And nouglic, burmiftshaile;caine, ares Rormezand chunder 
Did fall from heau'ti yp6n thefalrſeas vader. - 


The white froth-foarhingflood anda, > 19977) 

And enter combaro withehefleerof Spaine,. >! >* 

H, —_— ithead-lon orfthe moniiraine; wave, | 
Now from the ſhoxesinto the rori ng'maine, 

And now from thence vnto the ſhores againez: 112 
While all rhe ftoureſt:lea-men-quake and' quiuer, {26 {7 
Left winde-driuen waues theirſhipsinſunder Gines!: Ih ©, 
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Heere ftrike, ſtrike (firs) the top maſt one doth crie, 
Another ſaies, vale miſene and fprit ſaile, . 
And heere a third bids, let the maine ſheateflie, 

All fall to worke themſclizes fromi:death to baile, 
Some cut the faile-cloaths,lome againe do haile 


The faile yards downe; while orhers pumpe with paine, j 


Sending the ſeas into the {easagaine, 


Heere one vp lifted on amountaine ſteepe, 


4 


By dreadfull flaſhing of heau ns lightning bright, m_ 


With pallid feare lookes downe ypon the deepe 

Into apit, as deepe andblacke in fight, 

As Tartar the lothſome brood of night, 
In whoſe widegitfe mouth hethinkes to drowne, 
Seeing the ſhip all copſte turning downe ; 


Another heere in ſandie ſhoale doth lie, -* 
With mountaine waues on all ſides walled round, 
And ſeemes from hell ao {eetheloftic skie,-i; 


Looking, when wallowitgwaues withiwindicbound, F 


In that deepe pit the'weſſellwould confound, -'' 
Till with theluſtic waue; the mounting ſhip 
From thence (6 heav'n doth ina moment skip. 


The pooredaddailers beaten out of breath'2 ---- ': >: 
Wirth toileſome paine, and'with long watching worne, 
Through feare;the feebleconſort of cold death, ' 

Not knowing, alas, which way themſeluestoturne, 


With wofull crigs|heib facall tall did mourne,, + . . 


-. Andtaſttheireycs tahieau'n, where, what was ſeene,. + 


| Wasblacke as bell; avifno heau'n had been.i .; - 


Heere the greene (pantry ata gainſta ſhip, 
Vucaukes the keele, andowithrontinualliwalte,,: ir: 
Waſhing the pitchawayzthe ſcames viſtip;-:ic/l- | 
While th'angrie tempeftwith aboiſtrous blaſt, - 
Beares the falſe temaway, us maine maſt, -: / 
And breaking 'dawne the deoke, dothipaſiage wini'- 


For.chenext lutgivg featornterimaucy; 112: il. 
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Then all amaz'd ſhriekes out confuſed cries, 
While the ſeasrote doth ring their dolefull knell, 
Some call to heau'n for helpe with weeping cies, 
Some moane themſelues, ſome bid cheir friends farewell, 
Some Idols-like in horrors ſenſelefle dwell, 

Heere in ſad ſilence one his faintheart ſhowes, 


Another there doth thus his feare diſcloſe : 


Thrice happie they, whoſe hap it was in fight 
Againſt the foes to fall, when othersſtood, 
(Ye coaquering Engliſh cauſers of our flight) 
Why were your ſwords not bath'djnimy deare blgod ? 
And why did I notperiſh in the flood? 2 
Where braue CMHorcada did with many more, 
Whoſe bodies now do ſwim aboutghe ſhore. 


This ſaid, a waue, that never brake aſunder, 

But mounting vp, as if with loftie frowne, 

It view'd the working of the waters vader, 

Came like a ruin'd mountaine falling downe, 

And with his weight the wretched ſhip did drowne, 
Which ſinking, in the gulfe, did ſeeke her graue 
And neuer more appear dabouc the waue, 


Many more ſhips did periſhin the deepe, 
Some downe from top of waues to ſandie ground, 
Allrentand torne the angrie ſurge did ſweepe, 
Some the winde-turned water whirlio round, 
In the blacke whirle-poole helpleſſe dig confound, 
And ſome with boylirous billowes bruz'd and battred, 
In ſunder ſplit, aboue the waues were ſcatrred, 


The other ſhips, that huge of building were, 
Whoſe bulkes the billow could notbeataſunder, > **'% 
And whom the furious torme perforce did neage, _—_ 
Amongſt the raging ſeas, now vp, now vnder,W ; 
Though through the waues, they wrought it out with wonder, 
Yet many gainſt the rockes the ſurge did beare, 
And with che fruitlefſe nds ſome couered were, 
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Heere five at once roundſet with ſurging waters, * 
Sticke faſt in quick-ſands, finking more and more, 
There five againe the furious billow batters,  - 
Being hurried head-long with the South-weſt blore, 
In thouſand pieces Nainf? oreat Albions ſhore, 

Whereby the fruitlefle waues toft to and fro, 

With fruits of ſhip-wracke euery where did flow, 


Here one faſt holding by the broken ſhivers 
Offſome wrackt ſhip, to heau'nlifts yp hiseies, 
There drifting on the maſt, one quakes and quiuers, 
Another heere his outſtretche armes applies 
By ſlight of ſwimming on the waues to riſe ; 
Butall in vaine, the billowes breake in ſunder 
Aboue their heads,and beate their bodies vnder, 


Heere with ſuſtentivepalmesrhemſelues to ſaue, 
Two crawling vp a cliffe,on backe is botne 
By the next ſurge in ſeas to ſeeke his graue, 
The other by the billow rent and torne 
Vpon the ragged rocke, is left forlorne, 
Where in-hisluke-warme blood he fprawling lies, 
And th hapleſle food of hungrie fowles he dies, 


The reſt, that did the Iriſh coaft obtaine, 
And had eſcap'd the furie of the flood, 
By thoſe wilde people wofully were flaine, 
ThelIriſh ſwift of feete, and fleſht in blood, 
Whothicke = theſhore together ſtood 

With deadly darts, to ſtrike each foe-man dead, 


Thaz boue the-waue did beare his fainting head, 

! 

F uy ; perform'd vpon the foes, 

Th 92a» King calf d home his windes againe ; - 

Then ceaſt tha Kore ; thendid the ſeas diſcloſe 

The armes, the painted robes, and ſpoiles of Spaine, 

_<Which heere and there did flote vpon the maine, 
By England, Ireland, Norway, Normandie, 

. Where {owe did aQthcir fleets blacke tragedie«. - 


For 
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For of one hundred thirtie foure faire keele, 
But fiftie three did greet their natiue ſoile, .. 
Ofthirtie thouſand men arm'd with bright fteele, 
The greateſt number after all their toile, 
Did periſh in great Neprwnes wrackfull fpoile, 
And all the Prince of Parmaes mightic bands 
Return'd with ſhame, diſgrace _ emptie.hands, 


Thus our Elizaes boafting enemie, 


Who in yaine pridedid blacke their tragicke fleet, - 


And brought oftents of threatning deſtinie, 

In top of all their hope with ſhame did meet, 

And fell beneath the conquering Virgins feet; . 
Vnable many yeares to cure againe 
The wounds, which in this warrethey did ſuſtaine, 


Thus Romes proud Sixtas, Englands mortall foe, - 
Who towards the conqueſt of this Emperie, _ 
A million with his bleſſing did beftow, + 
And did prefage vndoubted victorie 
With ſeeming future ſearching propheſie, 

Nor with his holyblefling, norhisgold 

This mightie fleet from falling could vphold. 


But while Romes S:xtus,twixt foule ſhame and feare, _ - 


For ſuch great loſle gainſt Fortune didexclaime, 
Fame through the world triumphantly did beare 
This glorious aCt in our E:zaesname,. ., '; 
Who glorifying not in her foe-mens ſhame, _ 
With bounteous grace did yſe the victorie 
To her proud foes in their captiuitie. 


The baſer ſort, though made her peoples ſcorne, 
Yet ofher bountie he from death did ſpare, 
The better ſort as her owne liege-men borne, _ 
All common benefits did freely ſhare, | 
And tooke the ſolace of the open aire, 
Whom ſhe,though ſubieRs of amightie foe, 
To his diſgrace triumphing did oeet;alie a 
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In chariot throne, like warres triumphant dame, 
With crowne imperiall on her Princely head, 
Borneby two milke-white Reeds in State ſhe came 
To Pals high Temple, while with loud exclaime, 
. The people in her paſſage all about 
From loyall hearts their Auies loud did ſhour, 


Where roundabout the Templesbattlements 
Huvg th'enſignes ofher vanquiſht enemie, 
Asgracefull Trophies, and fit ornaments, 
T adorne with State and greater Maieſtie, 
The triumph of her noble viRorie, 
Which in the peoples fight made pleaſing ſhowes, 
Who laugh'd to ſcorne the threatning of her foes. 


; But ſhe mecke Prince diſmounting from her throne, 
' With Iuorie fingered-hands vplifted high 
On humble knees, aſcribed vntonone 
The honor efthis great deeds dignitie, 
But to th'O/ympiar Kings great Deitie, 
Who 'boue the reſt, that ſcepters States did weeld, 
Her as his choſen, did from danger ſheeld. 


(O matchlefle Prince)though thy pure Maiden breaft 
Retain'd that ſpirit of magnanimitie, 
That only brau'd proud Romes world-brauing beaft, 
Yer didſt thou not with vaunting vanitie 
Abuſe the glorie of thy viRtorie : 

But after all thy high atchieuements wonne, 


To heau'ns great King gau'ſt praiſe, of what was done, 


Which he accepting as an humble how 
Of her milde meekneſſe, did fo glorifie 
The fame of this high conqueſt gainſtrhe foe, 
That her great name, ſince that greatyiRorie, 
Yetliuvesa ſtaine vnto her enemie ; 
Yea many that beneath his yoke did grone, 
Then ſu'd for ſuccourat her Princely throne. 
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England's Eliza, 


Prince Dor Antonio; heire ſupposd by right 


'  Ofall conſents to Dov Subaitrar, ſlaine 


Againſt the barbarous Moore in bloodie fight, 

"Exal'd his c-ountrie by the power of Spaine, 

Of his hard hap did vnto her complaine, 
Imploring aide at heraffiſtant hands, 

| Tofreehis countrie from Iberian bands, 


The noble Virgin with remorſefull eyne, 

Viewing that wretched Stateall rent aſunder, 

Topitie did her Princely heart incline, 

And to the ſeas ſent thoſe two ſonnes of thunder, 

Thatin the world had wrought ſo many a wonder, 
Renowned Drake,and Norrice worthie wight, 
With Dox Antonio to obtaine his right, 


With many a worthie ſouldier ſhiptfrom ſhore, 
The ſtormie ſeas wilde wildernefſe they plow'd, 
And though the wrinckled waues rouz'd in rough rore, 
Began to ks billowes, waxing proud; 
Yetth Engliſh Nauie, through tumultuous crowd 
Of darkſome ſurges, did ſwift paſſage ſweepe 
Vanto the ſhores of the Galician deepe, 


Where taking land, as Bees from cranied rockes 
Breake through the clefrs,and to increaſe their ſtore, 
About the fields flie euery way in flockes : 
So from their ſhips the ſouldiersmore and more 
In mightie tumult multipli'd the ſhore, 

Where vncontrol'd themſelues they did conioyne 


In martiall troopes, and marched towards the Groyne, 


Which to defend from ſpoile the fainting foes 
By needconftrain'd, at firft forth boldly came, . 
And in the ficld our forces did oppoſe ; | 
But being with furie charg'd by men of fame, 
Vato the towne they backe retir'd with ſhame, 
Whom tothe gates the Engliſh did purlue, 
And with ſmart ſtripes did reach them as they flew, 
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Nor could their ſtrong erected walles withſtand. 

The fierce aſſaylants, who with nimble fprite- 

Did ſcale their bulwarkes, and by force of hand - 

Did turne th'Iberians into ſhamefull flight, 

Although with moſt aduantage they did fight, 
Ofwhom fiue hundred on the duſt fell dead, 
The reſt to th'ypper towne amazed fled. 


"The towne ſurpris'd, ſtor'd in the ſame were found 
The ſterne defignes of Philips raging teene; 
For euery place with ſhipping did abound, 
Whith for another fleet prepar'd had beene, 
Intended once _=_ againſt our Queene ; 
But by deſpoiling of this or rey towne, 
King Philips hopes they in deſpaire did drowne. 


From hence the victors, in battalialed 

To th'vpper Groyne by Norrice noble Knight, 

To which the foes had for their ſafegard fled, 

Did march with ſpeed, aud in their foes deſpight 

Before the towne their warlike tents didpight, 
Where in ſtrong battery many daiesthey lay, 
And toremoue themnone durſt giueth aſlay, 


Yetby the towne fix miles from off the coaſt, 

The Count D' Azdrada with his armie lay, 

Betwixt Petrance and the Engliſtthoaſt, 

Who boaſting with his powers to drive away . 

The foes from Groyne yet durſt not piue th'aflay ; 
But kept aloofe intrencht within the ground, 
With ſtrong built Baracadoes fencedround. 


Which, when braue Norrice heard, with Drakes conſent 


Nine regimentsamongſ the reſt he choſe, 
And whirlewinde-like with furie forth he went, 
Marching with wingedpace vpon the foes, - 


On their owne ground with them to bandie blowes, 


On whom hight Edward Norrice Lion-like, 


» 
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Gaue the firſt charge with his ſharpe pointed pike. | 


Which 
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Which with ſuch furious force he did purſue, 
That ouerthruſting downe he fell tro ground, 
At which aduantage in the foe-men flew, 
Andinthe head the yaliant Knight did wound, 
Whomin extremitie begirted round 

By eager foes, his brother with ſtrong hands 

Reſcu'd from danger, death or captine bands. 


Then noble Sidnie, Fingfield, Midaletos, 

Each with k:is band made'in vpon the foes, 

Then Hinder, Fulford, and ſtout Erington, 

Stood firme in fight, and inthe violent cloſe 

Amongſtth'Iberians dealt ſuch martiall blowes, 
That their chiefe Leaders inthe field were ſlaine, 
Or wounded, could no more the fight maintaine. 


The other fled, and —__ didpurſue 
With ſpeedichaſte, a number fellin chace; 
Three miles the duſt, with bloott they did imbrue, 
Some downewards groueling did the ground embrace, 
Some vpwards fpread, did ſhew deaths gaſtly face, 
Three miles in compaſle on that hapleſle ſoile, 
Did flow with fruits of blood, of death, and fpoile, 


The valiant viRtors, that did backereturne, 

Loaded with golden bootie fromthe chace, 

The fruitfull countrie round about did burne- 

With waſtfull fire, which didin euery place 

Townes, towers, woods, groues with hungrie flames embrace, 
Whoſe people did from farre behold the flame 
With teare-torne eyes; yet could not helpe the ſame. 


Thus fam'd-grac'd Norrice crown'd with yictorie, - 

Vnto the Groyne returned backe againe,. 

And with more worth hisdeed to amplifie, 

King Phils ſtandard with the armes of Spaine, 

Which from his foes in fight he did conſtraine,. 
Before him in his march aduanced was, 


As with his troppes he towards the Groyne did paſſe. . 


Where 
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Where he not long the yoyage did delay 
For Portugale in Dow Antroneoes right ; 
But left the Groyne andlanched offto ſea, 
Where with that noblc Earle great Eſſex hight, 
His brother, and tour Will:ams that bold Knight, 
He happily did meet, who with full gale 
To Portugale together forth did faile, 


Andinaſtorme, as pag ſentfromheau'n, 

That Nation vnto freedome to reſtore, 

They by the tempeſt gainſt Peniche driuen, 

Vpto the waſte in waters raging ſore, 

Through death and danger waded to the ſhore; 
Where when they came ypon the marine ſands, 
In ſpight of foes they martiall'd vp their bands, 


For when the Conde De Fuentes came 

With his proud troopes tafront themiu the fight, 

The valiant Demworax in El:zaes name 

Before the caſtle, and the towne in fight, 

Did charge vpon them with ſuch violent might, 
Thar horror ſpread,through cach Iberian troope, 
To ſeruile feare made ſtoureſt hearts to Roope, 


None durſt abide, with foule retreate all fled, 
Free paſſage to the viQtors open lay, 
Who towards the towne did march,from whence,in dread 
Of their approch,the people fled away, 
And leftthe towne vnto their foes for prey, 
Whereby the caſtle taken with the ſame, 
They did; poſſeſle in Don Antonives name, 


From hence towards Lisbon they did march forthright, 
Andin the way the noble Generall 

Did enter Torres Vedrasin deſpight 

Of that vaine boaſt, ofthe proud Cardinall, 

Who gaue his faith ro them of Portugale 

T oppolc him in the field, though with delay; 

He keptaloofe, and dur not giue th aflay. 
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To Lisbon gates, troopt vp in martiall pace 
The Engliſh went, and in the ſuburbspighe 
El:zaesenfignes in the foes diſgrace, 
In hope that Don Antonio would excite 
The people to his aide, and in hisright 
Shake off the bondage which they did ſuſtaine, 
Thereby their late-loſt freedome toregaine, 


But they ignoble kind ofdunghill brood, 
With female hearts mote cold in valiancie, 
Then naked Indians, who with lofle of blood 
Haue often ſought inmidſt of miſerie, 
To free - un from ſeruile ſlauerie ; 
When ſuch tout champions in their cauſe did ſtand, 
Durſt not appeare to yſe their helping hand, 


The ſweets of libertie,for which the Iew 
Withſtood flout Tr, mightie Ceſars ſonne, 
The loyall loue, that th'ancient Britaine drew 
To thoſe great deedsfor Caratacems done, 
When Romes Oftorius did this land orerun, 
The heartleſſe Portugale could not excite, 


To hazard fartune gainſt the focs in fight, 


For many daiesthe Engliſh with renowne, 
Gainftdeath and dangerdid themſelues oppoſe,.. 
And gaue aſſault vnto the chiefeſttowne, 
By their high fortitude Cimbolden thoſe, 
Thatliu'd in dread of their inſulting foes; 
And to performe their promis'd force for fight 
Againſtrhe foes, in Don Antoniosright, 


Yetat their hands no helpe to this affay , 

_ Elizaes famous Captaines could obraine, 

Who wanting power their valout to diſplay, : 

When the ſad Prince Anrowioallin vaine oth 

The peoples helpe had ſought, andnone could gaine,: 
Remou'd their martiall power gainft Lisbon bent, 
Aud towards Caſcais ynto their Nauie went. _ 
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Came yp the riuer asit was decreed; i -- 
And with thearmie at Caſcaisgid meety fi 
Whoſe meeting to the foes ſuch feare'did breed,” © > 
That at their firſt approch, the towne with ſpeed''' - : 
And caſtleboth withour long batrerie, ' | 
Did Roope their pride coth'Engliſh valiaricie, 


*eihg! 


And where the foes that proudlyranged were -© ' 


Had broadly miſreported, that with feare ' - | 

Oftheir approch their foes with foule affright, 

Themſclues had taken to inglorious flight, | 
Vndaunted Norrice with his marrtiall traine, --: -- 
Did towards Saintlulians backe returneagaine,: '--. 


And valiant Eſſex this bold challenge ſent, 

As combatant in his great Soueraignesname, 

To know, who durſt of noble bornedeſcent;' 
In Colonet Stand forth amongſt the reſt to fight for fame, >: 
Wingfields di- a 1d tric by blowes the cauſe, for which'they came; 


| - 55M Or if thatceight to eight; or ten to ten, - ©! 
cond volume Durſt tempt their fate in fighr like valiantmen, 
of R. Hak. 


Nauigations. But through th Iberianarmie notamah i * 
Stood forth as combatant in ſingle fighr; 
For when the Generall with his troops began 
T approch their campe, before he came infight, 
They fled away befriended by the night, | 


Their ſafe Aſylum gainſt all aduerſe face. 


Meane time, that ſea-fam'd Captaine worthie Drake, 

Twice fortic martiall ſhips well man'd for fight, 

In ſeas did finke, didbwrne,did ſpoile andrake; 

Mongft whom Saint John de Colerado hight, 

Third vnto.none in building and in might, 
He burnt with raging fire of fAamivg brand, 


And ſunk herbulke in ſhoales of fyallowing fand, 


e, 
- 


Nor tai'd they till they made grear Lisbon gate, - 


Where valiant Drake with his triumphancfleer, -- - o0+E, 
= ,o97 riod at 


Faſt by Saint Iulians, readie arm'd for fight, | - itt [ 31 dai”, 


Thus 
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Thus though the Engliſh diſappointed were *|,.; +, 


Ofſeating Don Antonivin'the throne, --! {> {ci 
Through that baſe female ſtomackr nations feare, 
Whoſe ſad diſtreſſe no future time ſhallmoane, 
Though vnder tyrants yoke their fpirits groanc; 
Yet fame, the prize on which they ment to pray, 
Jn their ſwift barks with them they brought away. 


And being launcht into the ſeas blacke breſt, 

By ſtormiec puffe of Aer: bluſtring blore, 

They carried were with violent ſtorme oppreſt, 

'Bout Bayon lles, and towards the fandie ſhore 

Wirh ſwift winde-ſ{welling failes their Nauie bore, 
Where both the Generals on the barren ſtrand, 
Did with ewa thouſand ſouldiers pur to land. . 


Andasthe wealthie-ftelds of ripe-growencorne, - 

Which ouercharg'd with ſced their heads do bow 

Are by the reaper dawne in handfuls borne, 

Whofor that meed,which th'owner doth allow, 

Still plies hislabour with a ſweatie brow; | - _ *, 
So ch'Engliſhdid with ſword and fire deſpoile 
The fruigfull plentie of that pleaſanr ſoile, 


That ſtrong ſtreet-fenceditowne, Vigo by name, 

In aſhic heapes on ground did.groutling lie, ; 

And on the ſwift wings ofa galden flame, 

The vaile-inriched Borſis maunting.Migh, 

Wirth blazing ſhine did glaze thecloudie skie, 
While cight miles compaſſe Vulcars fierie fume 
Dame Ceres gifts did ja the yales conſume, 


Thus grac'd withnoble conqueſt and rich fpoile;: 
The valiant vitors with theirroyall fleer, 
Did pafle the ſeas ynts their.natiue ſoile, 
Where falling profirate at-cheir Souergignes feet, 
With glorious prize the Virgin they did greet, 
The praiſe of which what they to herhad given, :; - 
She gauc againe yntothe King ofheaun, 
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Vpon the deepes of Nepranes arg command, 

at more high exploits were daily done, ' | 

And from the vanquiſhe foes by force of hand, 

Many faire ſhips of many a hundred tunne 

IM! Full fraught with wealthie prize'were daily wonne, 
Huightn vu = Por forren pens ſpeake wonder of the fame, 


= —_ Andrich ſpoiles gotten in Elizaes name, 


Anno eodem That famous horſe-man, launce-fam'd C/ford hight, 
| 31, Thegreat Hervenoble Cumberland, k | 
Taken our of About th'Azoresin his foes deſpight 
the diſcourſe Diq ſcoure the ſeas, and with three ſhips command 
I _ Each — ypon that limie ſtrand : 


 ginerM,g&d- For thoſe few Enyliſh, which he did aſſemble 
vvard right, In three ſmall ſhips, made all Tercer«tremble, 


Vpon the walles of Fayall, that ſtrong towne, 
Which huge mountPyco ouerlookes from Wet, 
Heby ſtrong hand with Englands crofſe did crowne, 
And gainſt that rand vpon the ſeas broad breſt; - - 


Ofth'Indian fleet, full fraughe with prize for Spaine, | 2 ' 


Yethealone brave champion euerpreſt, 

For his faire Miftrefſe to defend her right, 

Did not triumph on Neptares watrie breſt ; 

But many more, all men of famous might, 

The vtmoſt parts of earth and ſeas did ſmite | 
With loud report,that Englands bounds did keep, © 
A Virgin, that was Ladie of the deepe. | > 


Ar Reg. 32. Fame-winged Drake and HaWkins, that bold Knight, 

Vpon the coaft of Spaine the foes did dare, 

When at the Groyne that hoſt lay readie dight” 

To paſſe the ſeas, to diſpoſſeſſe Nauarre, 

.Gainſt whom th'vnholy league did warre prepare ; 
But while the royall fleet of our faire Queene 
Appecr'd at ſca, they durſtnot then be ſeene. 


Many great hulkes with blacke rouz'd waues diftreft + > (> | 


He brought to England ore the broad-backtmaine, ' + 
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Nor durſt that Captaine of the Spaniſh fleet, 
Th'inſulting Doz Alonſo Bacan hight, 
Elizaes ſhips in equallbatrell meer; 
But ifby - rh he found the ods in fight, 
Then proudly would he vie his vtmoſt might; 
Yer Englands blacke Reuenge, alone at length 
Did worke him ſhame with all his nauall ſtrength, 
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For famous Greezuile ſayling neere to Flores - ia k, - : 

In the Revenge of our E/zaes fleet, Takenour of 

Obſcur'd from fight with th'Ilands of th'Azores, the diſcourſ 

Spaines great eArmadadid yntimely meet; penned by 

Yet with ſharpe welcome their approch did greet, _ __ 
For richreuenge he made ypon his foes; Rang _ 
Though he his life in his Reuenge didloſe. 


Ten thouſand men in three and fiftie faile, 
Did in his barke alone begirt him round, 
And fifteene howers ſpace did never faile 
With thundring ſhor his ſhips weake wombe to wound, 
Both him, and her in th'Ocean to confound, 
Whom with'twice fiftie men he did oppoſe, 
And did inferre dire {laughter mongft his foes. 


The great San Philp, that mountEtna-like, 

Lay icting fieric vengeance gainſt her foes, 

In fight her entertaine did ſo diſlike, 

That ſhe her fad miſhap did ſoone diſcloſe, 

And fainting made retreate, to ſhun foule blowes, 
While the amaz'd Iberians roue to ſauce Some fay this 
Her leaking wombe from ſinking in the waue. > . Chip foundred. 


Like as a goodly Hart begirted round, 
With eager hounds, thatthirſt to ſee himfall, 
Tird inthe toile, turnes head and Rands his ground, 
And with fell blowes the dogs do fo appall, | 
That in the end he makes his way through all : 

So noble Greenwile round beſfieg din 2 ht, 

Brake through their ſquadrons with ar might, 

EEE * Saint 
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Saint Michael hight, and Cywils great Aſcen/iov, 
With th'Admirall ofthe hulkes, three ſhips of fame, 
Each of the which ſo large was in rock rf 
That Greexuils ſhip, that bore Vindiftas name, 
Did ſeeme a skiffe compar'd vnto the ſame, 

With crofſe-barre ſhot in fight he did ſo wound, 

That wallowing waues their hugenefle did confound, 


.* : , 
Apainſtthem all ſhe proudly did enthunder 
| ——__ F Vntill her maſts were beaten ouer-bord, ; 


fue ſhips of Herdeckes downeraz'd, her tackle cut aſunder, 
reat burthen Vntill her ſhot and powder, that were ſtor'd 
unke, ae In her maim'd bulke could ſcarce one charge afford ; 
men, and 1. Yea when her ſides were euened with the waue 


t eſpeciall 
<A ae, "She wouldnot yeeld, butRiill her foes did braue. 


And had not fate inforc'd her noble Knight, 

To linke downe ſenſelefle in her hollow wombe, 

Euen he alone would haue withſtood their might: 

But who, alas, can-contradi& the doome 

Of wilfull fate, when time prefix'd is come ? 
From muskets mouth ſpit forth with-yengefull breath, 
A fatall ſhot did wound the Knight to death, 


Andathis death, to ſhew his mightie mind, 
Being from his ſhip conuei'd amongſt his foes, 
Feeling th'approch of his laſt houreaffigr'd, 
As one not fear'd inall externall ſhowes 
To leaue this life, whoſe end ſhould end his woes, 
With manly lookes amidft his enemies 
Theſe words he ſpake, ere death did cloſe his eies : 


. ke In peace of mindT bid the world adew 
— ar Rs ſouldiers death Itruly die, : 
cordedin the And to my royall Queene haue paid her due, 
99.chap.of Since by my timeleſle death I glorifie 
Ds '. My God, and heragainſt herenemie : 
tens. Which to my grace, ſince fame to her ſhall tell, 
; Wirth joy Ibid the world and her farewell, 
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ThusFamesfaire finger in his madly ime, 


With honor'd touchin death didc his cies, 
Whoſe glorie ſhall out-laſt the prints of time, 


Caru'd in his brow, and like the Sunne in skies, - 


In darkeſt times each day ſhall freſh ariſe; 
. For to my verſe if heauen ſuch yu do giue, 
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True noble Knight, thy name ſhall ever liue, 
His ghoſt regardleſſe did notpaſle awa | - 
Without reuenge : for where in hapleſſe fight, o__ Fea 
Vnhappie fate did worke his liues decay, HAak. inthe 
There Frobiſher and Borrough that bold Knight, laſt part of his 
To his Iberian foes did ——_ deſpight; _— vo: 
me, 


Forby th'Azoreson the ſtormic maine, 


Many a faire price they daily did obtaine. 


The Indian barkes at th'Ilands they did top, 

For which, that naked people which adore 

The King of flames in fteepe O/ympr top, 

With wicked fteele their grandames ribs had tore, 

To glut their ſpacious wombes with golden ore, 
Whom Frobi/ſher did ſend with all theirtreaſure, 
To be difpos'd at his Elzzaes pleaſure, 


Meane time, ſtout Croſſe and Borrough valiant Knighe, 

Againſt that monſter of the fleet of Spaine, 

The Madre Dios, did anoble fight 

Before thoſe Ilands many houres maintaine, 

Whom by plaine ftrength, atlength they did conſtraine 
To ftoope her pride, and hazarding the might 
Oftwice three hundred, boorded her in fight. 


Who to inrich their noble enterprize 
With a ſmall world oftreaſure did abound, 
Ten ſmaller ſhips fraught with her merchandize, 4" 
Which Ro'd within her ſpacious bulke were found, 
Arriued ſafe in Thams filuer ſound ; 
For fifteene hundred tunne ſhe did containe, 
Aad thictie foot ſhe drew within the maine, 
| :  _ Kkk 2 They 
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They tooke likewiſe the Santa Clare in fight, 

Which from the Indian Eaſt for Spaine was bound, 

And on the Ilands in their foe-mens fight, | 

With flames of hungrie fire they did confound 

The Santa Cruze, which did with wealth abound, 
Making each crecke and corner of the maine 
To know the rule of their E/zaes raigne. 


But ſhould I heere aſſay to ſing of thoſe, 

Who toeternifie their Soucraignes name, 

Renowu'd their ſwords with fall of thouſand foes, 

Had Iabrazentrumpe to ſound the ſame, 

Which might out-ſound th'eteruall trumpe of Fame, 
Yetnotan age drawne out in length of daies, 
Would me ſuffice to fing their worthie praiſe. 


Yuightm van The Belgian Author of thatlarge diſcourſe 
Linſchotes, OfthIndian trafickes, truly doth explaine 
The matchlefle vertue of their nauail force, 
Toaumes Par. And of their high aduentures on the maine, 
mexius Bus That Saxons Latin Muſe in loftie ftraine 
dens. About the world doth fing ; yer cruell fate 
Vnto his life did adde too ſhort a date, 


Avno Dom, For when braue ſpirit did Gi/berts thoughts excite, 


1584. To faile the ſeas to ſearch for worlds veitound, 
Sir Humfrey This worthie Poet with that noble Knight 
Gilbert, In th'angrie ſurge, alas, was helpleſſe drown'd, 


And ſ{wallow'd vp within the deepes blacke ſound :; 
Yetlife to Gi/bert dead, his verſe doth giue, 
And his owne name, in his owne verſe doth live. 


 Butleaue we heere thoſe valiant men, thatloue 
To diue the deepes of Neptwnes high command, 
To ſee the wonders of the mightie /oxe, 
And view meane while, with what auſpicious hand, 
El:za guides her plentious peopled land, 
Whoſe royall raigne and bountie debonaire, 
Times time to come ſhall count paſt all compare. 


While 


Englands Eliza. 

While thoſe bold Marrialifts, thatfor their fame 

In skill of warre affaires were ſorenown'd, :/- * 

Did by their {words immortalize herniame, 

Se thoſe graue aged fathers, Peeres profound, 

In depth of judgement with wits laurell crown'd, 
In ſwaying th'Empires Scepter all her daies, 
Did guide her ſteps inthe true path of praiſe, 


Like gods in counſell in the State affaires, 
They fate in Senate skill'd in all things done, 
Deeds palt and future, carrying by their cares 
Through broken ſleepes the —_ of things begun, 
Striuing in dead of night the time t'outrun, 
By good aduice, by plots, and counſels cloſe, _ 
Toppugne, preuent, and circumuenttheir foes, 


From whom in care of State the royall Maid: 

Did counſell take, as from the mouth of /oxe, 

Still rul'd with reaſon, as in power obey'd, 

Notled with falſe opinions fond ſelfe-loue, 

But by their ſound aduice did euerproue, 
How ſhe with lawes reſpe&t might beſt command, 
Seeing /oxe had put the Scepter in her hand, 


And with intent, that in her Maiden breſt 
A deepe impreſſion ofthatpregnant wit 
In vſe of lawes, by vſe might be impreſt, 
Mongſt the graue Senate ſhe did often fit, 
And her conceit to conſultation fit, 
All Princes that true vertues race dorun, 
The tarre-bright light of counfell will not ſhun, 


As the good ſhepheard with reſpe&iueright 

Of his mecke flocke,drownes not the night in ſleepe, 

Nor ſpends the compleat day in his delight; 

Who diſtant farre vypon ſome mountaine ſteepe, 

Yet nere incarethem ſafe from ſpoile doth keepe : 

So her chiefe care, as carelefle how to pleaſe 

Her owne affeR;was care of ogytes calc, 
K 
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Well did ſhe know,that who would guard and keepe 
The State and counſell of aRealme aright, 
Not vtterly diſſolu'd in eaſe and ſleepe, _ 
Orled with logſe affetion of delight, 
They muſt inſiſt in their owne appetite ; 
But their State-charged thoughts in cares begun, 
Through broken ſleepes,and caſclefle toiles muſt run, 


Yet ifſhe did abſtaine from graue affaires, 
And found fit time to ſolace her delay, 
With fond delight ſhe did not eaſe her cares 
But with the Ladie Muſes wont to play, 
Or Pallas-like would often ſpend the - wi 
In making wits quaint parlie her beſt ſport, 
Amidſt her Virgin troope of ſatelyport, 


Mongſt whom, if ſome, yet mindfull of her worth, 

With Iuorie fingers touch do chance to turne 

Theſe luckie leaues, Ionlypicke them forth 

To grace [ones wit-bred brood,the thrice three borne 

With their great worth, ſhe dead, leftnow forlorne, 
That by their power, whence this verſe deriue, 
She may in them, and they in her ſuruiue, 


And yee faire Nymphs, that like to Angels houer 
About the Palace of our Britaine King, 
That locke the hearts of euery gazing louer 
Within your lookes, whence all delight doth fpring, 
Ofthis faire Queene vouchſafe to heare me ſing, 
Andlet her life, to whom ſhe was vnknowne, 
A Mirrour be for them to gaze ypon, 


It was, alas that now itis not fo, 
Praiſe-worthie deem'd amongſtdiuineſt dames, 
In learnings lore their leaſure to beftow, | 
For which the Mufesto their laſting fames, 
In golden verſe mighteternize their names ; 

But now ſeduc'd with each mind-pleafing toy 
In learnings liking, few do placetheir ioy. 
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Yet ſhe, that could conimand all ioyes onearth, 
With Fveets of iudgement ſucke from learning skill, 
In all delights, did moderate her mirth, 
Nor gaue ſhe ſwinge vnto her Princely will 
In any pleaſure toaffetthefill ; 

But with true Temperance aduis'd aright, 

She beſt did loue the meane in cach delight. 


In muſikes skill mongRPrinces paſt compare 
She was eſteem'd ; and yet for that delight | 
The precious time ſhe did not wholly ſquare, 
And though in daintie dance ſhe goodly dight 
Was matchleſſe held for her maieſtike Gre ; 
Yetnot indalliance did ſhe goaſtray, 
Ne yet in dance did dallie out the day. 


She with the ſeed of /oxe, the Muſes nine, 
So frequent was in her yeares youthfull prime, 
That ſhe of them had learned power divine- - '/ 
To quell proud loue, if loue at any time | 
In her pure breſtaloft beganto py wy 
The praiſe of whom ſo chaſte, and yet ſo faire, 
Enuics foule {clfe not iuſtly can impaire,  -*-: 


In ane 4 better partherskill was ſuch, 
That her ſweet tongue could ſpeake diftinAtively 


Greeke, Latin, Tuſcane, Spaniſh, French, and Dutch : 


For few could come in friendly ambaſfic 

From forren parts to greet her Maieſtie, 
Whom ſhe not anfver dintheir natiue tongue, 
As ifall language on herlips had hung. 


Whereby the world did ſeeme to plead for right 
Within her Court,where in her Princely throne, -:. 
eAfrea-like ſhe fate with powerfull might | 
Toright the wrong of thole, that in deſpaire 
Of others helps, to her did makerepaire, 

Who after humble futebacke neuer went' 


Through her Court gates without true mihds content. ; 
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Witnefle great Burbox, when that houſe of Guiſe 

Did counterchecke thee in thy lawfull claime, 

In thy defence what Prince did then arife, 

Or with firong hand, who in fights bloodie frame 

Didioyneto wound thy rebell foes with ſhame? 
But Englands Queene, who ftill with freſh ſapplie 
Did ſend her forces gainſt thine enemie : 


Anno eodem To beare the firſt brunt in thaſe bloodie broyles, 
Thatnoble Knight, the famous 7illoughby 
In Stow anno Did crofle the ſeas, and through important toyles ' 
3te Did lead a multitude, whoſe valiancie 
Made France admire our Engliſh Britanie, 
Whom Englands royall Virgin did excite 
Vato that warre clas thee tothyright, 


Aud theft to reinforce thy ſtrengths deca 
eAn,codem. World-wondred Narrics Mars his ——_— ſonne, 
Did with three thouſand ſouldierspaſſe the ſea;' 
Who in French Britaine hauing once begunne,”' 
Did not forſake thee, till thy warres were done; 
Whom many did in this thy cauſe inſue, 
And in thy French duſt did their bloods imbrue; 


eAn.codem, When noble Deworeux,that heroickeKnight,'" 2"! 
Earle of Eſſex, To ſhew his love to'armesand cheualrie,' © | 

Ingag'd hispetſorin that furious fight 

Bcfore thattowne, hight Roanin.Normandie, 

His honor'd brother fighting valiantly; | + - © 
Sirwilerpe, Whothough butyongz/yeroftapproud infighe, 
Borenx. By a ſmall ſhot was ſlaine in his owne fight. 


Sir William And thou braue Sackaele,Buckhurfthird-borne birth, 
Sathuile, Who in theſe warres did change thy life for fame; 
Although thy bones lie tomb'dinfiranger'earth, ' 
Yetin thy countric lives thy noble name 
And honor'dfriends, tharftill record the ſame't_ 
For though blacke deathtriumph ore humanebreath, 
Yet vertues deeds dothiuginiſpightofdeath0- 55 


» 


| Many 


Many mare valiant men of no meane birth; 
Whofe names obſcur'd, __ not come to light, 
Being ſlaine, did falling kifſe their mother earth, 


And with their forcheads trode the ground in fight, 


Againſt vntruth t'aduance great Burbons right, 
Who by their valour, fighting for renowne, 
Didat the length in peace enioy his crowne, 


Thus Albions Miſtreſfle as an Angell ſent, 


The ſonnes of men from hels blacke Prince to faue, 


The worlds vſurped rule from Rome did rent, 

And from her yoke ſweet freedomes comfort gaue 

To thoſe her neighbours, that her helpe did craue, 
Reſtoring Princes to their royaltie, 
Debas'dby Romes inſulting tyrannie, 


The which when that ſeuen-headed beaſt beheld, 

Whoproudly treads vpon the necks of Kings 

With indignation his high ſtomack ſweld, 

And of the adulterate ſeR forthwith he wings 

Many bald Prieſtst'cnaQpernicious things, 

 Thoſecloſe confeffors, that moſt vie their skill 
To worke the weaker ſex ynto their will. 


With theſe the bifront Teſuits, that cloake i 
Themſelues in diuers ſhapes, did ſeeke againe, 
Againſt theirPrince the people to prouoke, 
And with pretence of zeale did thinke to traine 
Their loyall hearts againſttheir Soueraigne : 
But theſe their baſe attempts tooke no cuent, 
Seeing prudent /oxe their plots did till prevent, 


For at this time, the Iriſh Oroick, 
That bloodie traytour to this Kingdomes State, 
That with his vtmoſt diligence did worke 

With Rome and Spaine to execute their hate, 
Being moſt ſecure of his vntimely fate, 
Preuented was, inwhat he did pretend 

In his foule treaſonby a traytors end. 
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For after a!l his plots at length he came 
To proffer ſeruice to that roiall King, 
Now Monarch of this lle,and in his name, 
All Ireland in ſubieQion he would bring, 
Ifhe would ſhroud him with his ſoueraigne wing 3 
But he braue Prince,t'whom Traitors hatefull beene, 
Did ſend that Traitor to ournoble Queene, 


(O Peerelefle Prince,that Northern Starre ſo bright) 

Whoſe ſhine did guide ysto the port of reſt, _ 

When our pure Virgin lampe did loſe her light, 

If from thy ſight theſe ruder rimesbebleſt, 

Bur with one kingly glaunce,graunt this requeſt, 
Asliuing,thou didſt honour her great name, 


So ſhce being dead (O King) till loue the ſame. 


Perſiſt, perfiſt,to grace her being dead, » 
Who liuing did to thee all grace proclaime, 
Againſt her name permitno ſcandall ſpread ; 
But quell thoſe black-mouth'd monſters that defame 
The Lords anointed our E/zaes name, 
So thy greatname 'gainſt Enuies biting rage, 
May tinde like fauour in the worlds lai age. 


After this rebels ruine,in whoſe life 
 Romedid ſuch hopefull confidence repoſe, 
Hoping through him to raiſe ſome home-bred ſtrife, 
| Vnablenow rauenge her onher foes, 
By honour'd meanes in dealing martiall blowes; 
Being ſenſeleſle of all princely roialtie 
He ſought reuenge by baſeſttreacherie, 


An. Reg.35. Hight Lopez he,that was for Phyſicks skill, 
Highlyreſpeed in the Princes grace, 
Corrupted was herloued life to ſpill, 
And had the helpe of Heauen not been in place, 
The roiall Virgin in a moments ſpace 
In Read of that, which ſhould haue lifeproteRed, 
Had taſted death in poiſon ſtrong confeRtd, on. 
: ut 
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| ButthatgreatKing ofheau'n, whoſe watchfull eie 
Did euer guard her Maiden breſt from taint 
Ofrimeleſle death, the drift did ſoone deſcrie, 
And made falſe Lopez in the fact to faint, 
Depicturing out his fault in feares conſtraint, 

Who wretched traytor, for his blacke deed done, 


Blacke death and ſcandall in the world hath wonne, 


Romes demi-god that can at his diſpoſe 

By power from heau'n diſpence with villanie, 
Thids did his ſanctitie of life diſcloſe, 

In plotting by inglorious treacherie, 

Baſcly to aCta Virgins tragedie ; 


Whoſe force for fight ſeem'd both on ſeas and land, 


Too full of death for him to countermand, 


Yet once againe with contumelious yaunt,, 
Inuaſion threatned was againſt thisland, 
Which did our Queenes great heart ſolittle daunt, 
That to her conquering fleetſhe gaue command, 
Which readic rig d lay on the Engliſh ftrand, 
To ſecke the foesfor fight intheir owne home, 
Thereby to caſe themof their toyle to come. 


| The royallfleet to do the Dames command, 

Rig'd vp to dance on; Amphitrites greene, 

With war-like mufikes found did launch fromland, 
To whom,in Toue of Albions honor'd Queene, 


Then eaſcfull peace Spaines warre more wiſht hath beene, 


Whoſe "ay! ons twice ten thouſand men did fill, 
Train'd vp to tread the paths of warre with skill, 


Two noble Pceres ſtood yp to lead them our, 

The one hight Howard he, that with renowne | 

Gainſt Spaines blacke fleet ſucceſſefully had fought, 

Who now,though honor'd age his head did crowne 

With ſnow-white haires of filucr-like ſoft downe ; 
Yet in deſpight of yeares reſpe&did goe, 

As Generall of the fleet againſt the foe, . 
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The other Peere,whoſe heart heauen grac'd with grace 


| Of goodly gifts, was Eſſex noble =_ t, 
Whom from his youth treading the honour'd race 
Ofvaliant men, true vertue did excite, 
Taffe&trenowne in warre with chiefe delight, 

Who beſt aboue the beſt of high command, 
In this exploit went Generall of the land, 


Theſe Lords,not like the foes,did putiin vre, 

Their high exploit,who when their blacke fleete came 
They did pro- Did treate of peace,to make ys more ſecure ; 
claime their But they each where their purpoſe to proclaime, 
iarended voy- Choſe Fame for Herauld to denouncethe ſame, 
agein Greeke, Threatning all Nations with their Dames iult ire, 


Laiin,French 
Spaniſh, &c, * Thatſhouldas agents with their foe conſpire. 


through moſt ; 
parts of Eu> Many more Nobles drew their willing ſwords 


rope, In this exploit to trie th'Iberian might : 
Braue Suſſex, Howard, Harbert,valiant Lords, 
Lord Warden, Burk , ſtout Veere and Clifford hight, 
With LodoWicke of Naſlau that ſtranger Knight, 
Doz Chriitopher young Prince of Portugale, 
And Vander forde the Belgians Generall, 


From Plimmouth port in ſafe tranſport of theſe 
And many gallants more, two hundred keele, 
Did with ſwift winde cut through the wauie Seas, 
While ſhee, whoſe heartth'effects of grace did feele, 
Not giuing truſt vnto the ſtrength of ſteele, 
While Englands ſacred Queene, while ſhee,I ſay, 
For her faire fleete to this effect did pray: 


| Recorded by Thou gu ofall the world,great King of Heauen, 
_ bimtharwote That ſeeſt all hearts with thy all-ſeeing eye, 
this voiage, Thou knowelſt what cauſe vs to this warre hath driuen, 


—_— No thirſt of blood, of wealth, or dignitie, 


Spaine,rran(- No malice of revenge or iniurie ; 
| latedintoLa» But to defend thy truth, we lift our armes 


of 4 D.Ma!> And topreucnt our foes intended harmes, 
Exe 
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Heare then(S King ofheau'n)thy hand-maids prayer, 
Giuefull effe&t vnto our iuſt Here, 
In mid of ftormes t'our fleet youchſafe thy care, 
And withthy hcau'nly forticude inſpire 
Our ſouldiers hearts, that they may not retire 
Vnto their homes without victorious fame, 
T'aduance the glorie of thy holy name, 


Thuspray'd £1iza, to whoſe itt requeſt 
The God, of Hoſts aduiſefull audience gaue, 
Who downe deſcending from his heau'nly reſt, 
Did fafely lead her ſhips, as ſhe didcraue, 
To Cadiz harbor ore the ſurging waue, 
Where to all eyes appear d histrue forefigne, 
That gainſt th'Iberians they ſhould viRors ſhine, 


As that thrice happie bird, the peacefull Doue, 
When the old world groaning beneath the raigne 
Of Giants raging rule, was drown'd by 7oxe, 
Brought heaxtaly newes of a new world againe 
Vnto the Arke, then floting on the maine: 
So now a Doue did with herpreſence greet 
Elizaes Arke, then Admirall of the fleet. 


For loe the fleet riding at ſeas in fight | 

Of Cadiz towers, cling that towne the marke _ _— 
Of their deſire, the Doue did ſtay her _ thea preſent. 
Vpon the maine yard of thar ſtately barke, 


Which long before that time was term'd the Arke, 
Whoſe vnexpeRted preſence did profeſle 
Peace to the fleet; butto the foes diftreſle : 


Who from the browes of Cadiz loftic towers 
With eyes amaz'd, viewing ſo manya keele 
Floting vpon their ſeas, and ſeeing fach powers 
Ofmartiall people arm'd in brightelt ſteele, 
The cold effects of fainting feare did feele, 
Through whoſe faint brefts remembrance now did run 
Ofancicnt wrongs to Englands Empreſle done. 


$62 nolands Eliza: 
The Fleete deſcri'd,the Citic high did ring 
Each where with horrid ſound of ſhrill alarmes, 
In euery ſtreet Bellonaloud did fing 
The ſong of battaile,and the foes in ſwarmes 
Did throng together in the (treets to armes, 
While fearefull noiſe of childrens wofull cries, 
And womens ſhrikes did pierce the echoing skies. 


The gates were open ſet,out ruſh't the hoaſt, 

Both horſe and foote in armes confuſed ſound, 

Who vaunting of their power did vainely boaſt, 

Their fainting foes in battaile to confound, 

If their bold feete durſtprefle the ſandie ground, 
Not doubting all their fleete, with fire Cinflame, 
If from their ſhips to fight en ſhore they came, 


And in the gulfie mouth of that faire bay, 
Where the proud waucsdoe waſh the townes whixe breaſt, 
The Spaniſh nauic ready anchoring lay, 
All mighty ſhips bound for the Indian Eaſt ; 
But now for fight themſelues they ſoone addreſt, 
With whom twice ten ſtout gallies did prepare 
'Gainſtth'Engliſh fleete to trie the chaunce of watte, 


The honour'd Peeres,great Eſex,and his mate 
Renowned Huward, Times ſwan-white hair'd ſonne, 
Sitting in counſell wiſely did debate, 
How by their fleete with beſt aduantage wonne, 
Againſt the foes the fight might be begunne; 
For both the Caſtle, Forts and Towne in fight, 
Did threaten danger in the Nauall fight, | 


But through the windowes of Heauens cryſtall boyres, 

Toxe ſecing the foemens force ſo full of dread, 

The Citie ſo well fenc'd with loftie towres; F 

The Sea with faire ſhips fill'd, the field ore ſpread 

With men of armes,that from the towne made head, 
Did ſend to ſhield Elzaes flecte from harmes, 


His braine-borne childe,th'vaconquered Queene of armes.' 


0 


 Enplands Elizas 
Whoto effetth'Olympian Gods great will, 
About the fleete from ſhip ro ſhip £4 flie, 
And with ſuch courage euery heart did fill, 
Inflaming their deſires in fight to trie 
The yalour of the vaunting enemie, 
That euery one did thirſt to trample downe 
The loftie pride of Cadiz toyring towne, 


The Norfolke noble Dukes yndaunted Sonne, 
Sterne-viſag'd like the grim-fuc'd God of war, 
As was decreed, the fightatfirſt begun, 
Who to the foes like Non diſaſtrous tar, 
Or blazing Comet did appeare from far; 
Shooting forth fierie beames from his blacke ſhip, 
Which with the mounting waues did forward skip, 


Each aduerſe force to fight drew forth their powers, 
Andina golden morne, when Phxbu drew 
From off the battlements of Cadize towers, 
The ruddie cheekt Awroraes pearlie dew, 
The thundring bullets interchanged flew, 
Andeitherſidea glorious day to win, 
With deadly furie did the fight begin. 


The guns,aftuns with ſounds rebounds from ſhore 
The Souldierseares, and death on miſchiefes back 
Spit from the Canons mouth with horrid rore- 
Flies toand fro in clowdes of pitchie black, 
And 'mongſ{tthe valiant men makes ſpoilefull wrack, 
While cither partlike Lions far'd in fight, 
None feeling ſeruile feare of deaths afright, 


Thus when ftout Howard had begun the fight 
With many more to quell the foemens pride, 
The noble Deuorexx, that vndaimted Knight, 
Who ſtood afterne his ſhip and wiſhly ei'd, 
How deepe the skirmifh drew on either fide, 
Nere ftai'd, as was decreed, to ſecond thoſe- 
In the maine fight,but ruſht among the foes, 


NowEarle of 


And 
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And as we ſeethe Sunne ſometimes ſhine cleare 

Amid'ſt the skie, then muffile his bright face 

In fable clouds, and fraight againe appeare, 

:So famous Eſſex did applic each place, 

Sometimes incircled round with foes embrace 
He ftood in fight, and ſometimes ſeene of all, 
He in the forefront did his foes appall. 


Which when graue Howard view'd from farre well dight 
. In noble armes, himſelfe he did betake 
'Vnto his pinnace with Lord Pilkam hight, 
His honor'd ſonne, and with their powers tomake | 
The fight more hot, into the preſſe they brake, 
Where with freſh ſtrength they labour'd to repell 
The foes ſtout pride, twixt whom the fight grew fell. 


So long as faire Azroraes light did ſhine, 

They equall fought and neither had the beſt ; 

But when the feruent Suune began decline 

From th'hot meridian pointand day decreaſt, 

Feare did inuade each bold Iberians breſt, 
Who through the danger ofthe darkeſome waue 
Did flic their focs, themſelues from death to ſaue. 


To ſhun Charybats jawes, they % Sowa fell 
In Scyllaes gulfe ; forafter all their braues, 
Being all too weake the Engliſh to repell, 
Their ſhips they left, and leapt into the waues, 
In whoſe ſoft boſome many found their graues; 
And leſt ought good mightto their foes redound, 
They burnt their ſhips and ran them on the ground, 


The Gallies fled, the ſhips with ſecret fire 

Inflam'd, did burſt to ſhew their burning light ; N 

Then from the ſhore th/Iberiansdid retire | 1 

Cloſe to their walles, who boaſting of their might . 
D 
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In equall ground before did wiſh for fight; 
Butnow beneath their walles ſcarce made they ſtand; 
For without fight the victors went on land. 


Forth marchethoſoore, whoſe hearts enboldnodmee | 


With theirlate fight, and inthe fronrbefore -'> bi: 
Great Eſſex breat dexhioresin eueryeare {13117 { 
To charge the foes} md'norin vainers beare>:!>c 


The oame of firft;/burfirſthimſelfe roſhowr' - > 


EnglindrEligs). | | b.. 


All from the ſhips did cluſte>vorficofliorep tis 25115 [1 


In euery d866, he firſt didcharge thefoe:nib!: I. _ / 


With fuch Gift force, 45 when wilde Tpomiecanes, 

Andorethe ſhdre breaking this recs may oi 74-21 

Riding in triumph dryhis winged waues 

Runnes ynreſiſted ouer lands Tad zee 

Andin his way all it his ower par.” ubts; oq>9 
So from the flcetat' wentth Dar Hh _ 
Tocharge the Darlin edElanoibg 


The batcels ioyn'd ; but byrheirvalours might,: - 
The valiant Engliſh ironehuwers ſpace. - Hy 


Brake chroughtheſdd-twensPunkts,(uho turn — Ivy 


S710) ! 


Did turne theirbackegard eMAor May. w50!2 9 
Who to the towne purſis &div chace; i: 
Whoſe wallesth' boo ftotn thefielt '> h 


Againſt their foes did longts make'their ſhield, | ; 


Andbeing entred with confaſte cries, i: 12 
The gates were ſhut, andiathetowne each mheie, 
Adiuersnoiſe about withhorrorflies ;'-- * ; 
Then in the ſtreets thicke trogpes of men ap _ 
Someto the gates, ſore £o'the walles with fe 
Amazed rutiie; "HAli6w rholdabour ' --- | dann f 
They tuffe with win; eepetheirfoc-men out, 


Meanetime to triumph be rin woo oenrtnry D9UoP:iD 9) 
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Illuftrate Eſſex did 


Were fill'd with men, wks Uiahipfurrednadg if 

Did hazard death fiviwaffthewtalles ciftdownes!. 3 
Forfrom th'afſau 

Thicke fell d 
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The fearefull cries of men anſither de; i aj ene An £522 


Rung throughtlic:roxwne,as they rhe valleadi ſale,” 4 
Not long the bold defendants did abide» +7 et pints fl 
Th'affailantsb thelrptovilledid proveiltys b LN DLEEELENS 
The foes gauc backeglagit fainting hearts did failez- irs 9 97 
Who left the walles,indttrough theſſtreetes did _—_G, - 
Wich ruthfull tidingshewthe walles were wonnes. -/ -:--. ::/ 


Vpon the battlements,theblobt xed aoſlh; , go 19H btot hi) }- 
Appear din ſight, ahdifrahtheayalles dephwowen ooh ) 9117 920 ber 
The Engliſh troopes, andto the patesdid paſle, is 6 eerib i 
Where th iron barres in ſynder they did rent,;c fo 7 ey pact if 
Beate downethe poſts, apdallthe ievſesbrents!:c: -r + fd nibinA 
And paſſage wide thithem withourdid wing-- Rds moRt 02 
To whom t the houſesfarroappear' dwkbinos! 51: 5 976th oT 


Then all the hoſt , ledby that aged-Lord,-! res ; > t 2 C1933 ne 
The ſeas chiefe Ai paſte through 5 dd * PO 

Andthr hs towne ovith fiedieſhorand Hvac Gord, inks 3746; _ 
Did force their way iy euefyſtrentand Brit. ed1i2:!; om bitl 


Euen to hepublie rkau whore eoflace\-:- —_— 
The foes had purpos'd inghe Kings high. frees, od 
To make ther iommonxeindeyous rOmects.;: {2/0 (cet 


Therenow the battell freſhagainehbe i benno <nodbok 

For making head yntothat - gr, 7 © ltr 

| To reinforce their ſtrength, in troopes did __ 

While others downe from:-houſe tops, Many © IO ICI 

Ruine and death on: th Eogliſhbandsbelow,: - 1 Goole 
Where fighting —_ uch ods, they. hapleſſcloft © toons 


Six lobn Wing, Brauc Wrgfield bight;aleaderinche hoſt.. +; tt! 


On whoſe diſſolved life; ſuehidepperemorſe ©. - 114 9me9M 
The Engliſh rooke, that all yyith, exclaime V1 ogeeficelll 
Ruſhton th Iberiansbolf,anddlidentorce-; - 02 LG ng) 2191777 
Their ſpeedie flight;then fyricdidenflame, ;. {1771 7 
The Gouldiers heartz,atfin thebloodie game! ,/ ;,{. .c.5{ bill 
Of raging Mears, remorieleflerhey wereall,, i \;11 1G 


og cuchgeafor nonbigrfulakl, ilot WY 
wT 
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| Like angrie Lionsrob' 2ofehBAd winged " Ai 12h, 
The houſes round about theywowiraneg) 5192) bet _ d3i"74 
. Theportals, poſtsand thre Ids downeareflung,” 1:21 o5( 
. The gatesand walles of ftvrie @frongly:diade;?, -&i -- 62 bid 
And dooresfaſt barr'd wittiteqach a :levellamade pc: ,c5c1ics!: 10 
Andall high rurrerumbfirorigchawbeis hake: il>: 1 ils baA, 
With th'hor invading, whithsche ſouldiers.maked:; i'r; 5973 


The inward roomes arefitſ d with wofull ror get neoilgr ont 

And wailing noiſe of fole in wretthodptight; .c!:::: 110 20/1 

The buildings all with laramslondrebaunds;;: {P9909 20mg} c0T 

And women witfyonpribfancsgraffright; 4 bd : «1 | 

Through chambers wide ſhunningrhe Galdiirs Bobs, D3CStr LH 
-Runne hetrtiandthere ro ke.fome nn Pity 
To hide themſeluesfomatprieddarrhis face;! 5:1 to 


About the parents knees;the 249-60 "af ibl;o! Lo 

Calling in vaine for hehpewith'pitions cries, : 7-7 

The ſpouſe faſt clips her husbln, infer aomes,: G36 be 927 0] 

In whoſe ſad breſt his; .Ndhcwofaingny dieage: IEC 2f 5 14) 

Secing the armed: Ger kredlet. £3 bib eicr2n Is 921T 
Stand with bright ſ\gordsinthicke rumaltuouseroud: | A, 
Atth'entrie doores;cryiug out withdlamorsJoud;! 1; 7 


But th'Engliſh all, that nenervſerolife:i {+ i 77 7/55 51:7 22; 2: 
Their hands agairts'ydtſtinjpentewie 1103 057; $31 qoz on! 
By nature milde, notproudof Mnqtes git, 4 'd dojiler a) 
Dido I > rd + 2604 
But with mild d dubofe chonftorgy 

And after theysbrab ori 

- Did only ay the ſpoilevf told node)», 


Both thebraue Mia -— Dn | WO! 245 
About the towne, thisiwercitdidproclaime, 11 3115 2617 
That none thenceforth ſhould yſerheforce ofhand, * hd 781 
Nor offer wrong to per S900 I SR oat al fil gn 
That would ſweet beauri fromrtulifull te 1 Lis _ 

Which No gii@ hoſting Ro _ 
[» Throu hg are been. :. 26: it '9 
. me Llil2z "Amongſt 
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Among Athe cap cbebbſſidodee, gory ec10” Þ * D2,27e 74D 
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> $a FE bores ir Wous boy: mn 291d off 
The female ſexynealchs lanialantio ona bog: fog, ular quit 
Did freely paſſe withallthatg olden ſtore'!. 1625359 20] 
Of chaincsrand geemeitronbich thepabour thembore,. 100% toes 
Andall rcligiousfalkedid find likegracey) rr ff obs, 
Free whe CRRGIIegs. fil z08"d2 di'N 
(Thrice valiant yiRtors) ever ma 7 a0 2219001 b1g7:- 7 47l'T 
Suruiuve onearth, thagintheitdi tion gnilis bi ah 
This famous — TI FRE 0 21T 
That from the belt, that for we eailado flog; ;/ { bop 


All men to onthe laurell wreath may giue, e154 " 
Which Cremtidomaniny which you "ni rag] 
Doth more deſeruethentanquefgainitihe form: 5111 7 


After the ſouldierhadretuin's from fpoile::; / 5:50 56s ot 
Loaden with riches ofthe raoſacktitrowne,.! -;; LOKfr vt 1k 
To yceld fir compepfationtotheitaile-c » +7! 11> \ oh OM. Dick 


Of each mans paineg,vritgrfauaiinorathe! Wi-edb: f} Stecdye 1:7 
The Generals did each ſouldietometioctounte;: ', :iimn 54 1 Howe 
And gaue tomany awelldeferuing wight:!:iic! iy 11:42 
That nobleorderofaivemarnall Knight. 2:00) 51115 + 1 


That noble order, which inaiitiquetimen 262 [is fideo {7 3 
In top of Famcs high towerdaake chicſtſdplateg'r.. rahnod4indT 
To which by vertue yaloursfleps did limes. Dt, oLlim 3467; ve 
Was then no baſe minds meed , thatnerc had grace: Seri 100 Cd 
Tenſuc fames feeting ingrueventues race $} bne' oblim +17; 2u8] 


Though now the irigidto.dotage growney! 1» withnk 
This noble "=== cristulyKhowne,. ar; brig Fo 


But now to ſing the ſpoileandflaſtideeay: ard] dl; rod 
Oftharfire tpn bye folk feloe, 10! 5:13 nod. 
The hoſtall readie tb departawayy blucl) « it 397 wlzon, Fr 3617 
Intending firſt in funerall lamestobyrae\/ - ©: 1) 14147 +114c, 1, 
Her fatal! prid&fuhdallherpompeoretumne;c! 1-171 [111 7: - 

Did in thicke concourſe clitfer rocenfourid, 'Y Hd; 
Her high top coyretyand euichenitht gourd, 40 'q = 
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England Eliza. $ 
Ja number like the golden flowersio fpring; © 7 1 1 
In forme like furiesof the Stygian irSs "1D Joon : 
The ſouldiers high on houſes rope do fling 
Their burning brands, and round do range and raue, 
To burie that faire towne inafhiegraue, 

While hungrie flatnes borne p oh golden wings, 

Flies through the aire,and far their ſplendor flings. 


Then the faire walsinricht with paintings grace, 
And portals proud of goldareall caſt downe,”  - 90) {0 
Sterne 2Mwlciber in his bright atmes embrace © (1 2 t 
Doth graſpe the towres, and on th'inflamedtowne 21 
Through rolling cloudsof ſmoake doth Rternely frowne, ' | © 
Whoſe fierce fiers climing houſes far away, ' | 
By focsare ſeene to worke the townes decay.'- 


Thus burnt Spaines Cadiz fam'd for that faire place, 
Where great Alcides, when his fword did tame - / 
The triple Gerio» borne oftyrantsrace, 2 
Did fixe his pillarstgerernize hisname, -- 2G ont 
With Ne P/xs Vltr@grauen on theſfames: | on 
Thus did it burne captiu'din Engliſh yoke,.' 
Andall her fame lay Rifled inthe finoke, - 


After the ſpoile, exchange of captives made | 11071541 wavhge wes! 
For thoſe, that Spaine hadlong'captiu'dbefore, + ©.» '+. 1 
Each ſouldiers prize aboard the fleet conuei'd, riteidn 
Leauing the towne defpoil'd'ofall her ſtore, * 0m 020» fit 
All i rernrne-ynto the ſhips atſhore ; 2 208ctr 9 
At whoſe depart ſuch after-fignewas ſcene, 
As had before at their artiuall-been; 


For hoyling faile at ſea, loe as before df onrcd rfotvr ont 20s — 
| Vponthe ArkeaDouc her flight didflay, tt bt Hi _ 
With which departing fromthIberian ſtore, + --: 4 1 © they profent. 


She from the ſame departed not away; 
Bur kept her ſtation till that happie day, 
That all the fleet did with the compleat hoaſt 


Arriue in triumph on the Engliſh coaſt, - 41 
LI1I 3 Thus 
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Thus when vpon Elzazsroyall brow, | '... . 
Times honor'd age in print had ſer his ſigne, 
Euen then her arme Spaines ſtiffened pride did boy ; 
And when her youthfull dajes did moſt decline, | 
Then did the King of heau'n toher afligne. --.. 

The euer youthfull wreath of ſacred bay, |: 

In figne of triumph to her liues laſt day. 


The vtmoſt kingdomes canopi'd of skie, 
Did beare record of heratiumphant fame, ' ,': /(,1 k 
The valieſt Oceanthat did fartheſt lic, -; - : LEAK > 42518 
With cach ſmall creeke and hauen in the ſame, 
Did thenreſound the praiſes ofhername; _, | 

Which to her friends defence, her focmen feare, 

Her crofle-crewn'd Fleet about the world did beatre-- 


For all ſea-bordering rownes, that ſubieQ were - 

Vato the crowne of Rome-ſupporting Spaine, 

Who high their breaſts aboue the waues did beare,. 

Did tremble to behold the crookttern'dtraine-'  -: 

-Of Engliſh ſhips ſtill loating:on the maine; © 1 + 
For towards the ſeas greene bounds they oftet bore,: 
And many townes deſtroy'd vpon the ſhore, © 


Anno eedem Renowned Clifford on the fruitfull deepe; -;-; 1 1 bw 
38. Like /ove-borne Perſe, that illuſtrate Knight,. |; 
In his ſwift Pegaſusthe ſeas did ſweepe, 
And after many a prizeſurpriz'din fight, 
To make the land record his powerfull might, 
He at that time withthis triumphant hoſt, 
Got noble conqueſt orxthe Indian coaſt, 


Fortune with fame his high attempts did crowne, 
And his dread name the foes with feare did fright, 
Saint /ohn De Porta Rico that ſtrong rowne, 
And her faire caſtle, whichdid ſeeme in ſight 
Impregnable gainſt all affaults in fight, 
His hands to heapes of fruitleſle duſt did burne, 
And with her ſpoile he home did ſafe returne, 
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The valiant Engliſh till did workemuch woe 

Vnto the foemen both on ſeas and land, 

Eliza till did triumph ore the foe, ot 

'And day by day vpon the Engliſh ſtrand 

Arriuv'd rich prize ſurpriz'd by force of hand, 

; Whereby th'Iberian folke made poore and bare, 
In heart did curſe the cauſer of the warre, 


But leaue we heere of forren deeds to ſing, 
And turne we home at ſound of thoſe alarms, 
Which on thy ſhores (O England) high did ring; 
Andlet vs waile, alas, the wofull harmes, 
Which did befall that yaliant man of armes, 

Who afterall his glorie and renawne, 

Beneath too hard a fate felt fortunes frowne, 


Tyrone that traytor, from whoſe treacherie 
The firſt chiefe cauſe ofhis annoy did ſpring, 
Diſloyall to E/zaes Maieſtie; 
Had now begun to ſet the war on wing 
On th'Iriſh coaſt, whoſe townes and plainesdidring 
With fad report of bloodie ations done, 
By the bold rebels and the baſe Tyroze, 


Tidings whereof to Englands rockie bound, 
Borne ore the Oceans backe on wings of winde, 
The ſhores with Mars his rugged voice did ſound, . 
And noble Eſſex Generall was affign'd 
To crofle the fruitfull deepe, whoſe honor'd minde 
Did wing him forward-with deſire of fame, 
On earth to purchaſe an immortall name, 


An,Reg ao 


Yettowards the coaſt when he this tourney tooke, 
The King of flames that with delight did crowne 
All that faire day before, did changehis looke, 
The heau'ns did thunder loud, the clouds did frowne, 
Andin the way /oxe caſt pale lightning downe, 
Prefaging ſad cuent of things to come, 
Which tooke effeQat his returning home, 
L11 4 . At 


872 Enplands Eliza. 
Athis returning home, when his deare Dame 
The great E/iz4, with maieſticke frowne = 
Gan change milde looks, when Fortune foe to Fame 
Did turne her wheele about, and hurring downe 
His towring State, all hope of life did drowne 
In deaths deepe waues, whoſe moſt yntimely end, 
Both heau'n and earth lamenting did befriend. * | 


For that blacke morne, when he without appall 

Toloſe his life ynto the blocke was led, 

The Sunne in heau'n, as for his Phaeronsfall, 

In fable clouds did hidehis golden hed, 

And from ſo ſad a fight away he fled ; | 
While wofull heau'n with dolefull teares ſent downe, 
For his ſad fallthe world in woe did drowne. | 


He being dead, being dead, alas, and gone, 
That hopefull Lord hight Afonntioy, £4 ſucceed - 
As Gencrall in the warre againſt 7 yroxe; 
To whomall- ſeeing one tooke ſpeciall heed, 
Anddid direthis hand incuery deed, - 
Who would not haue Elizaes vnſtain'dpraiſe, 
Diftain'd by rebels in her aged daies, 


For what hath ſhe in her affaires decreed, 
Euen to her royall liues laſt breathing ſpace, 
In which ſoxe did not euer grace her deed, 
Yea no\v when ripe yeares ruggedprints had place 
Vpon the fore-front of her Princely face, 


Then did her gratious God with compleat praiſe, hit 


Perfect the vpſhotof her aged daies. 


Anno eodens The happie Belgians on the marine coaſt, 
#3: - bn apight field againft a Prince of name, 
Grimeſtone In perſon fighting 'mid(t his royall hoſt, ; 
toy + oof Did purchaſe conqueſt, captiues, gold and fame, 
booke ofthe By th'only aid which from Elza came: 
warresofthe Without whoſe helpe on which their hopes did build, 


Netherlands, All had been loft, the foes had won the field; ' i 


For 


f©Eze = 0d Walls .. + _ = i. ed 


For when che Aufiriah Ko DIE hl Sands, SUE 
After the ſlaughter of the valiant Scor, - - ©. >a -++þ:$þ 
Had giuen —_ e _ theaduerſe bands, + | - 
When by dckrve ale es of their thwrdving ſhot -obel i 
ny Rout men ok deathsfarall org: i ret 
en many Belgians fainting fled'away; : 
And lefttheir friendstowin or lole the "hs 


—_— ft whom the Engliſh chiefely did ſaſtaine” rad of 

The furious brunt gfichar imporrane Iiecos Togo ins 2575603 367 

Where many worthiemen were help eſſe Caine, 20 PTEL DoF | 

Whorather choſe to make thatday thenight ''' +7 oF | 

Ofdeaths appraxh; then turne their backs forflight; $ -/ 
Who all had falleaiby death -withoutremiorſe, - 
Had not the Yeresrenew'dtheir fainting force, 


For the bold brothers both the valiant UVeres,” 
Deepe wounds didpurchaſeto regaine the day, 
The one breath'd comforrivthe'Souldicrseares, = 
| While th'otherthrough thefoesWithviolent ſway 
Of his horſe croopes Fd forceadreadfull Ways 
Through which.che Belgians that before had fled, 
Might'*gainſt the fainting foes againe make licad. 


The foemen fled, the ground was:ſtro'd with haxmes 

Of their miſhap, their Dukefled faſtaway, 

Leauing his horſe of honourand his armes 

Vntothe victors toremaine foray,'- | 

As fignes of conqueſt and that glorious day, 
Which by E/rzaezduxilavie traine,'' 7 | | 
Thenagents there the Belgians did obtaine. i 


Thus to the life of ourtriumphaneDame 

Time in herreigne no'yeere: jd multiplie;”. 

Which Fortune didnot;dignifie with ik 

Orpraiſe of ſome illuſtrate yiftorie; 2 V5 (1 i 
'Gainſt Rome, gainſt Spaine, orth' Auſtrian exivtinic, 

'Gainft wham'thathourethat ſhe expir'd her breath, - 

hs di'd vitoriousinthearmes of death, - - 


asf Q” We a. 
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For bs the Auſtrian Duke withhis provi.» 
43-44+ - eMtrides-like laid fiegeto little Troyy” +415 1527! B21 2012 r53VA 
| Andby aſolemnevowdid viinelyboaſh,' 9 Mk 6 cnt held 
; N Norto depart vptalThe did deftroy:!: Yoeor lov 533i G navy 
0 That Engliſh townegyetttoihivowne anode) 250 nomanolt por 
j\ He there did lie while th harſes ofthe ſurng}>7 you mul» 
» Their yeares ragethriceabourthe heautmbad rinhe;-1 ©-©:/. 


For Englands Hedtor and hisyabhant brother, 211; revcopline $ :gnoM 
That times young Tro7/ui did Ado) 1d 2u0im) 20T 
And hisbelt hopes ih blgod and duſtdid td vine 2790 VT 
Yea many a thouſand at that fiege:did-fall-:: > 1211261 QA VI 
In Deathsblacke gravebefore the comneefirongynll, lar» 
Which while che Belgian Patroneſle ditllive,! ecifls o1'7 
Vnto the focsin figh the foile did giue; :+—;: 7 57: 2017 ” 


F ® 


And as our Queene in forraine-bred'debate,” { +! (ir 11 
From hence to Heauen yictorioustooke her fight, TY, 
So hereat home befereher liueslaſt date, +: - F 
Triumphant ſounds of belles;the Srarres did mite: . (3 1 


Andbrightbon-fiers thedarkeſomeeuen —_ 1554 ed 40 
With gladſome flames for worthy CONE: [eron L 
Atchieu dagaipſithe Iriſhenenne.; | 1 © > ni 2 arigttd4 
fs. oder. Tonmben the handof vnremorſefull fate, 1 7} norman of 
- Had euen ſpun out the thred of her lives ks rei trm foci iQ 
& Tyron that long diſturber of her ſtate, | x1t fr! renin ga. d 
| With ſhame of his offence remarſeull Few; ©3 103519 2113 02017 
8 


And on his knees did-then-for-mercieiftier:- {15117 tl ln 45 ht - 
That dying,ſhe might ſay with vading; breach,” 2Ir”s 
Left no foes vnuanquiſhtat my death, 


But woe alas,the hams ry ime 5 earth, 2 2432 
Made thrall to death,recarnes to aſt againe; rig n9!{ 115 3h 


All vnder Heaven, that haue theirbeeing andbteath  « 
Of natures gift,nolonger doeremaine, ../ Mit 
5 Then nature doththeir brittle Rare ſuſtaine, «wry | 


The Prince and Syaine to death are bathalike,; 
No odsare found when he with dart doth irike, 


FF _ — CPpianaScuta, 
. Forl,that whilome ſung with cheerefull breath 
'S HerroiallReigne,whoſe like no age hath ſeene, 
Now catnot fing ; but weepeto thinke how death, 
. All pitileſſeof what before hadbeene, 
Did rub poore England of ſo rich.aQueene; 
And if Ifing,I muſtin my fad ſong, 
Exclaime on Deathfor doing vs frck Wrong. 


For doing vs ſuch wrong to dim the light 
Of Englands Virgin glorie then decaid, . | 
Which, while Heauens light the Earths broade face ſhall ſmite, 
All Virgins ſhall admire yrs OR 
That T arquin death, with death of ſuch a Maide : 

For her,whoſe Virgin blood no Targquins ſtaine, 

Did euer taint,O death,thy dartharh ſlaine, 


That day ſhee di'd,whichto her roiallSire, 

To great Plantagenet hath farall been ; 

That day,when Fates did his fad death conſpire : 

| That day whenhis young Edxarddead was ſeene, Thurlday; 
That day when Hary lefttobea Queene; 

That day from vs.did our E/tz.a goe, 

That day,that tyrant Death did worke our woe, 


But why doe we 'gainſtdeath viſe ſuch complaint, 

Sceing not in youth,then ſhort of yearesto crowne 

Her head with age,ſhe di'deby Deaths conſtraint, 

But ripe in yeares,and loaden with renowne ; 

Made mellow for the graue,ſhe laid her downe : 
Andleauing earth that part, which Earth had given, 
Oa Faiths ſtrong wings ſhe tooke her flight for Heauen. 


Heere Clio ceaFt, her Latte 0 more did ſound, LE 
= ina moment —_— ve _ 

She vani(ht from my ſight, and with her 

The Pg ks. mine eyes bad fed : 

With which all had beenlo#t, if in my minde, 

CH) dreames Idza bad nor ftas d behmde. 
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